Episode Summaries

First Season Introduction

First season was the lightest of the three in tone.

It was also the only one that had at least three different versions – The Canadian one, the CBS Crimetime after Prime Time one and the SciFi Channel one. Each one is a little different. The Canadians did not have as many commercials as the States did so they shot some filler material, along with extra scenes. I will use the Canadian version for the review and list the cuts and changes to each of the other two versions.

For the first couple of episodes there were a couple extra scenes, mostly involving nudity that were shot for the European market, Germany mainly. That quickly stopped. And will not be referenced here.

The first season cast regulars were: Geraint Wyn Davies as Homicide Detective Nicholas/Nick Knight, Catherine Disher as Dr. Natalie Lambert, the medical examiner, John Kapelos as Homicide Detective Donald G. Schanke, Deborah Duchene as Janette Ducharme, Nigel Bennett as Lucien LaCroix, and Gary Farmer as Captain Joe Stonetree. Sandi Ross came in a few episodes later as Natalie's friend and coworker Grace Balthazar. Natalie's cat, Syndey made an appearance in only one episode.

Nick and Natalie have known each other for quite a while as the series starts. Everyone has been at their job for years.

The Canadian and American viewers were given a totally different view of Nick and Natalie's relationship as they watched quite different versions of the episodes. The Canadians saw a more playful, closer relationship than the Americans did. Many Nick and Natalie scenes were cut from the American version.

LaCroix was not a part of Nick's everyday life this season. He was seen only in flashbacks during all but two episodes.

There were several interesting triangles on the series. Each triangle featured Nick in the middle: His vampire family – LaCroix, Nick, Janette; His mortal friends who were like a family to him – Natalie, Nick, Schanke; The women in his life – Natalie, Nick, Janette; The main males in his life – Schanke, Nick, LaCroix. There was a coherent balance between the vampire and mortal worlds.

First Season Summary

Dark Knight part 1

Season 1 episode 1

Teleplay by - James D. Parriott

Story by - Barney Cohen & James D. Parriott

Directed by Allan Kroeker

Guest stars

Dr. Alyce Hunter.......................... Christine Reeves

No other character names given, just the actor list below.

Graham McPherson, Nikki deBoer, George Buza, Zack Ward, Phil Jarrett, Helene Rousse, Jodi Pape, Roy Lewis, Peter Langley, Pat Patterson, Billy Buttery, Bryan Renfro, Quyen Hua, Lila Lee, Reg Dreger, Darren Andrea, Michael Gencher, Christopher Crumb

In the year 1228 a young disillusioned knight is in Paris enjoying a small feast after one of the Crusades. He is blonde, attractive and about 35. His name is Nicholas deBrabant. An attractive woman with jet-black hair seduces him from across the room. He leaves his men to follow her. They kiss as the seduction continues. She tells him they have all the time in the world. He unsuccessfully tries to keep the seduction advancing. Janette Ducharme leads Nicholas to a man with pure white hair, introducing him as Lucien LaCroix, who tells Nick he is eternal now. Nick tells LaCroix he's hungry and is led to another room as LaCroix tells him that they are going to be friends for a very long time.

In the present, at a Toronto museum, a guard doing his rounds is attacked. A thief smashes a display case and steals a carved Jade cup before making his escape.

Homicide Detective Nick Knight arrives at the museum crime scene and is briefed by an uniformed officer. He is the same Nick from the 1228 scene. He has to pass by a mass of reporters, all trying to get a scoop asking if it is another vampire murder, so named because of the bloodless bodies. Nick's a bit playful as he tries to get them to call the murders something else and is accused of stonewalling. Nick heads for the crime scene while an uniformed officer prevents the press from following. Nick learns that the doors were locked and the alarm was on, meaning that the perp had to either fly in or already be inside the building. Nick momentarily stops in his tracks, very uneasy upon spotting a suit of armor wielding a large cross.

Nick approaches the body seeing fellow homicide detective, Don Schanke, demonstrating the proper way to photograph the victim's body, telling the officer not to be afraid of the body. Schanke tells Nick he is there because he thought Nick might need his help, as it is the fourth body in two weeks. Nick casually checks the victim's neck for fang marks, both drawn to and repulsed by the corpse. Schanke thinks Nick's slightly queasy appearance is from the body and teases him about it, finding it both amusing and disgusting. Another officer tells Nick this victim is just like the others.

Nick learns that the assistant curator, Dr. Alyce Hunter, is the one who found the body and questions her. She was upstairs working, came down when she heard the crash, fearing an exhibit fell. She found the display case smashed, the cup missing and the guard dead. She asks Nick how the thief escaped so quickly, and what he wants with the cup.

The corpse is bagged and removed, while Nick and Alyce talk about the Mayan exhibit. She is surprised by his knowledge of the cup and its history, inquiring how he knows. He admits the green in the pigments and the Shock Mu glyphs show the cup was found in a dig at Altun Kinal. She stunned to learn that he can read the ancient writing as he teasingly comments the stone wall's first four digits match his alarm code, and that he's done a bit of amateur grave robbing. She tells him no one's excavated there for a hundred years, before her team, because of the curse, which very few amateur archeologists know about. She misses the fact that something about the Altun Kinal site disgusts Nick.

Alyce shows Nick a picture of the missing Jade cup, telling him it was from Kinal She is surprised he knows about the extremely rare cups, what they were used for, and there might be only one. It was used in a practice unique to the area – drinking the sacrificial victim's blood, possibly as a cure for vampirism. Nick wonders if the robbery and murder have anything to do with the stole Jade cup.

Inside the Coroner's Office, Dr. Natalie Lambert is a forensic pathologist and head of the night shift. She hands Nick a cup of green liquid and tells him to drink. He reluctantly takes a sip and quickly spits it into the sink. She teases him about how he makes simple things complicated and his ability to spend ten minutes in his tanning bed. She pulls something from the corpse and drops it into a Petrie dish, with a small clank. Her preliminary report concludes the latest death is similar to the other three.  All three of the victims had broken necks, and were drained of their Type O blood. She shows him the fang marks in the victim's neck, commenting how the first three necks had been slashed with a gash averaging ten centimeters, and fang marks were the only sign of entry in the latest victim. They are both concerned by this, causing her to ask if it is something that she needs to worry about. Her worry is not eased when he refuses to look at her for a while.    When he finally does, they both know it was a vampire and that means there is trouble.

The stars and city as seen through the eyes of someone flying under their own power.

Inside the precinct, Nick and Captain Stonetree are frustrated by the current case. The Mayor's pressuring Stonetree due to lack of progress solving the "vampire killer" case, wants to know about the fang marks in the victim's necks, and asks if he knows what the stolen Mayan cup is used for. Nick crankily admits he does, and tells Stonetree all the victims were homeless and Type O, outside of the guard, destroying his theory. Stonetree tells Nick all the favors he has done him, even when it goes against his better judgment. He lets Nick work alone at night because of his sun allergy, which has part of him kicking himself, wondering why Nick does not want a partner. He is not going to let the investigation stop when the sun comes up. Nick realizes he's about to get a partner when they approach Stonetree's closed door, and asks who it is. Stonetree tells him it is a day guy with a different experience, and they only have to see each other during shift change. Nick knows exactly who his partner is as the door opens revealing Schanke, who says hello almost gloating. Schanke is often obnoxious and annoying. Nick asks someone to shoot him, he adds a please to his request after he has another look at Schanke.

On his way into his garage, Nick gives Jeanie the bag from work with burgers and fries for her Topper and Dr. Dave. He asks his three homeless friends if they want to sleep in his garage. Jeanie turns him down. He tells her he wishes they would until the killer is caught. She tells him the sun warms them up nicely. He accepts it and heads for his garage.

Nick steps out of a large elevator into his dark loft. He stares at the rising sun for a moment before closing the blinds with his remote control. He heads straight for the kitchen where he pulls a green wine bottle out of the fridge containing five similar ones. He pours some into a Jade cup that looks exactly like the one stolen from the museum. He finishes off his first cup and refills it, a little blood dribbling onto his lower lip.

Nick flashes back to 1228 Paris. LaCroix leads Nick to a woman lying on a stone table. Nick tells LaCroix he is hungry, eyeing the woman. LaCroix tells him to give into his hunger and take the young woman, to give into what he his and drink her blood. Nick sinks his fangs into her neck and drains her, quenching his hunger.

Nick wakes as if from a nightmare, covered with a fine sheen of blood sweat. He changes clothes and heads downstairs where he collects the empty bottles while listening to his messages, the first one tells him he's won a trip to Hawaii, the second one is from Natalie. She asks if he has been a good boy and eaten. He pokes the cold left over hamburger in the skillet, takes a bite, chews it and spits it out. She asks if he can see himself. The last one is from Dr. Alyce Hunter telling him she will be working late.

At the museum, Dr. Hunter is carrying a stack of books to her desk as Harry, the guard, checks on her as he does his rounds. Alyce sits at her desk, pulls the book on The Early Excavations of Altun Kinal from the middle of the stack and opens it.

Inside the bullpen, Schanke's donating blood for the police blood drive and learns anyone can take Type O blood but Type O people can only take Type O blood. Schanke's relieved he is still A negative. He chomps on a clove, telling the technician his wife says it helps build the blood. He calls Nick over and breathes in his face, asking how he is. Nick's blasted by garlic breath and ducks out of the way repulsed and nauseated.

Schanke asks Nick why he cannot drive a normal unmarked police car when Nick will not let him smoke. Nick's response of trunk space takes him by surprise. Nick tells him the 1962 Cadillac has more trunk space than any car made in the last thirty years. Schanke accepts the strange, but believable answer. He tells Nick Myra wants him to quit, but addictions are hard to give up. Nick admits he knows that all too well, earning a curious look from Schanke. Schanke tells Nick he could learn from his experience and they should look for common links to solve their case. You have to follow your instincts and intuition. Nick is listening to Schanke and the sounds around him; he hears a female cry out for help, and speeds off in that direction, citing intuition as the reason.

Inside a Chinatown building, an armed guy drags a screaming woman inside, shooting dead a guy who tries to run.

Nick and Schanke arrive at the building and approach a Chinese woman, and in Chinese Nick asks her what is wrong. Nick informs the other officers a wacko's inside armed with a fully automatic weapon and a hostage. Nick tells them to shut down the elevators and watch the exits, as he and Schanke enter. They start up the stairs. Schanke sees the dead guy's affecting Nick and tells him not to get worked up over it. When they find the room they identify themselves and order the perp to surrender, their answer is a hail of bullets and a threat to kill the girl. Nick kick in the door as he crosses over to where Schanke is, reporting the guy's location and the weapon. Schanke is surprised Nick can see in the dark as well as he can see in the daylight. Nick tells him to stay put while he goes around, leaving Schanke wondering where around is.

Nick rushes out and around the building, levitating himself up to the proper window, eyes glowing yellow, and fangs down. Schanke is trying unsuccessfully to reason with the perp. Nick grabs the perp and yanks him out the window, shattering it in the process. Nick controls their fall and drops the perp into a dumpster. The perp quickly gets to his feet and fires at Nick. The guy screams as he sees Nick approach vamped out.

Jeannie and Topper are keeping warm near a trash barrel as she gets their beds ready. Neither realizes they are being stalked. He is pleased they have enough for a chocolate bar and a video game, but not happy which song they had to play seventeen times to get the money. He wants tobacco, relenting when he hears it is that or lunch. When Jeannie turns and asks if he wants an extra blanket, she sees that he is no longer there, and it scares her.

Alyce is working late at the museum, reading in the Altun Kinal book how the bodies of Indian workers would be found the next morning completely drained of blood and turns the page. She sees a group of men, one of whom is a dead ringer for Nick. She takes it to a copy machine and blows it up, still unable to believe it, unaware she's being watched from the skylight. The figure quickly takes off. She's spooked by a sound and calls out to Harry. No one responds. She turns around and sees Nick there,scaring the hell out of her. He apologizes. Her fear as she wraps her arms around her neck, along with her thundering of her heartbeat draw the vampire part of Nick closer to the surface. His fangs drop, he is barely able to keep his eyes blue, wanting the warm blood just under the surface of her skin as he hungrily eyes her neck. He forces his attention elsewhere.

Inside Stonetree's office, Schanke agitatedly tells Stonetree how the perp ranted that a vampire swooped down and knocked him out. Stonetree finds the tale amazing. Schanke tells him the perp has spent the last seventy-two hours smoking crack. Stonetree comments Schanke was not on crack when he saw Nick pull the perp out the window. Schanke confirms it. Stonetree tells him a scary legend about Scorpions, which has Schanke begging Stonetree to tell him it is not true. Stonetree tells him it is only a legend, like vampires. He is not to let the media vampire frenzy get to him. Schanke says he will not.

Inside the museum, Harry checks on Alyce during his rounds, surprised to see Nick, as he did not let anyone in. Nick whammies him into believing he saw Nick on his way up, adding that the killer came in through the basement just like he did. Harry leaves. She still has the Altun Kinal book tucked under her arm. She fingers a bullet hole in his jacket. He tells her it belonged to a drug dealer creamed by an Uzi. It reminds him of his mortality, not about to admit the crack smoking perp just ruined his jacket. They wind up in front of a suit of armor. She jokes about him being fitted for one. He jokes she doesn't know what it's like to wear one, telling her he took a class on knights because of his last name. He tells her that since the tassets do not fit the breastplate the guy would not be able to relieve himself. She asks how he knows and he flippantly comments that you do not forget once it happens to you. She gives him a curious, surprised look as he walks away.

She comments the future can be found in the past. He disagrees, telling her it is too easy a place to hide, and that archeology is hiding in the past. She tells him she likes the night and hears there is no future in the night. He tells her not to be comfortable there.  He tells her that if you dwell on the past you have no today or tomorrow. She asks if it is a quote. He tells her it is the voice of experience, but she teases him saying that he has not lived that long. He teases her back that he is working on it. They are drawn into a kiss. He is further drawn in by her scent and the blood rushing through her veins, kissing the side of her face and nick. He resists the call of her blood, spinning her around in his arms.

She tells him the Altun Kinal book spooked her. How the first Altun Kinal dig was abandoned due to the workers being killed at night. He kisses her neck again, having trouble resisting the warm, fresh blood just under her skin. She comments that Indians said vampires were sucking the blood. He accidentally mutters no which she takes as disbelief and continues telling him how the expedition was searching for the second Jade cup, which had been used in the ritual, but only found one. The second one was not found until the recent excavation of the site. The longer he stays close to her, the harder it is to keep from sinking his fangs in and draining her. He is reaching his limit, while she is totally oblivious to his struggle, or appearance. She tells him that maybe the killer had one cup and stole the other to make a pair. Nick is a fraction of an inch from giving in, and she is still completely oblivious she might die any second now. Nick flees leaving her startled and alone. Harry shows up, asking if she is okay. She tells him she is not sure.

In the bullpen, Natalie knows it is dangerously close to sunrise and Nick has not been heard from in hours. She gets the Caddy keys from Schanke, inquires when sunrise is, causing him to wonder why she needs the info. She leaves before he can ask.

Natalie steps off the lift, and sees it is dark.   The Bela Lugosi movie is providing the light. She is annoyed and concerned, telling him he needs to let someone know his whereabouts because he had her, Schanke and Stonetree worried. Her opening the blinds catches his attention. She takes the bottle of blood. He angrily demands it back. She is surprised but refuses to give in, reminding him he came to her so he could see a sunrise. Drinking blood wastes all their efforts, and keeps him from coming across. She reminds him he can be human. He asks what is more human, to kill or drink cow blood, getting a reminder that he has done both. He tells her he caught a killer, which is helping repay his debt. She reminds him he did not do it without the vampire. He asks what does it matter, hearing it matters to him. She realizes it's going nowhere and tells him that if he does not want her help, then she is just a dot on the horizon. He grabs his bottle as soon as she sets it down.

There is no change until Alyce calls, telling his machine they need to talk. Natalie asks what happened seeing how upset Nick is. He tells her he kissed Alyce then nearly killed her. Natalie knows it is the break she has been looking for, and shoves aside the mild jealousy that she feels. The nearly killed part scares her a little but she pushes it aside. He is disgusted by the bottle of blood in his hand and whips it at the wall where it smashes leaving a bloody mess. Natalie gets him to talk about Alyce and the others from his past. He is angry when she asks but quickly realizes he needs to tell her.

Alyce is still reading the Altun Kinal book, learning the dig had more problems than just keeping the Indians alive and working. Many European occultists believed the cups mystical properties could be used to cure vampirism when blood was poured from cup to cup and drunk by the High Priest. She looks at Nick's picture, wondering if it is really him, and if he's a vampire.

In the loft, Natalie's holding the Jade cup as Nick tells her LaCroix brought him across and is not only his master but sort of a father and brother at the same time. LaCroix will do anything to keep Nick a vampire, including killing the guard to get the Jade cup. He will not let Nick have the second cup. He admits LaCroix was the one killing the Indians at Altun Kinal. Both he and LaCroix believe the ritual will work. He tells her the only way into the museum was through the skylight. She tells him she understands why LaCroix killed the guard and the Indians, but not the homeless people. He comments the homeless were always a target because they are neither noticed nor missed. He is the only vampire it bothers. He kisses her ear, telling her it is LaCroix's way of getting to him. He heads off to bed, exhausted. Natalie feels great compassion for her tortured friend as he's been through so much and is trying so hard to change, to make up for his past, yet he's unable to escape his master or his vampirism.

The bloodmobile arrives as a basketball game is in progress. A cooler full of blood bags inside, with Dr. Dave's added as he leaves, counting the cash he received for his donation. Dave looks for Topper and Jeannie but cannot find them anywhere. One of the basketball players loses control of the ball and goes to fetch it. He lifts a bloodstained tarp and sees a human hand dangling over the side of the barrel startling him.

That night Nick, Natalie, and Schanke are at the crime scene. Nick identifies Topper's body and starts frantically searching for Jeannie, knowing she never left Topper alone. Schanke asks if there were two puncture marks. Natalie tells him the victim was hit in the head, and probably knocked out before the single incision was made in his jugular. Dr. Dave tells Nick the last time he saw Jeannie or Topper was the day before at noon when they were all searching for food, wearing a blood donor pin. He knew something was wrong when they did not show up for the bloodmobile. Schanke cannot believe it as it fits his theory of the homeless blood donors, and if the victim was Type O it's a perfect match. Dr. Dave tells them it is their way of making a meaningful contribution to society. Many donate every Thursday. Nick blames himself for the death of one friend and disappearance of another. Nick comments he should have made them stay with him until the killer was caught. Natalie reminds him it was not his fault, and he cannot shelter every homeless person. When Nick storms off, Schanke asks Natalie what Nick's problem is and is told he does not want to know.

Nick enters the Raven, a darkly lit nightclub owned by Janette Ducharme, an  attractive female vampire. Nick heads through the crowd to the bar where she is seated. Nick and Janette talk. Nick's been in town for three years, previously lived in Chicago and fled in disgust when Wrigley Field installed lights. The other reason was the Dorian Gray syndrome. Janette hates baseball because such slow games make eternity seem even longer. She is unable to get him to drink from her glass, a mix of blood and red wine.

They do not realize they are being watched from the back of the club by Alyce.

Janette teases Nick, trying to tempt him to drink. He's quite hungry and resists. She mocks him about not drinking while on duty. Nick asks where LaCroix is. Janette is annoyed and tells him LaCroix is not making the kills because no one is that stupid these days. He angrily demands to know and she slips Nick a business card, warning him to be careful because LaCroix is not happy with him. Nick kisses her hand and leaves. His departure fails to shake Janette from her captivated daze.

Nick leaves and Alyce follows. Nick is in the Caddy and tunes into CERK where he hears the Nightcrawler (aka LaCroix) lament how he has been in town for three weeks and has not seen his old friend Nicholas yet, dedicating the next song to Nick.

Nick flashes back to his first kill as a vampire, and is snapped out of it by the bright lights of an oncoming vehicle.

LaCroix plays an instrument as he tells Nick the Nightcrawler is waiting for him.

The end.

Dark Knight The Second Chapter

Part two

Teleplay by James D. Parriott

Story by Barney Cohen and James D. Parriott

Directed by Allan Kroeker

Guest Stars:

Dr. Alyce Hunter.......................... Christine Reeves

No other character names were given, just the actor list below.

Graham McPherson, Nikki deBoer, Jackie Richardson, Reg Dreger, Gene Mack, Helene Rousse

In 1228 Paris, the newly brought across Nicholas approaches his first hot meal, a young woman.

Over the flashback of Nick's early days as a vampire, LaCroix reminds him what that first night was like. He speaks of how the first rush of the victim's warm blood made him dizzy, asking Nick how he can turn his back on what he has been given.

Recap mixed with new information, mostly from LaCroix's voiceovers. Nick faces reporters at the museum as LaCroix asks what guilt drives Nick to become a cop. The scene with the drugged out wacko plays out. Nick reveals several green wine bottles of blood as the contents of his fridge. LaCroix wants to know what sort of foolishness makes Nick want to be mortal again. Natalie and Nick discuss his asking for her help, the blood keeping him from coming across and catching a killer tonight. LaCroix wonders what compels Nick to seek mortal love. Alyce finding Nick's picture in the Altun Kinal book, how it is too easy to hide the past. Nick kisses her, nearly killing her when he vamps out.

Jeannie is screaming for Topper. LaCroix comments someone is killing the homeless with Type O blood. Nick and Stonetree are at the precinct. Nick's at the Topper crime scene telling Natalie it is his fault, her trying to reassure him it is not. Stonetree informing Nick of his new partner, then introducing them.

LaCroix comments on one of the victims having puncture marks in his neck while Nick and Natalie worriedly examine fang marks in the guard's neck. Inside the Raven, LaCroix taunts Nick via voiceover, asking Nick if LaCroix is the killer. Janette tells Nick LaCroix is not the killer because no one is that stupid these days. LaCroix's taunting continues as he asks Nick if Nick is the killer. Nick is drinking blood from the Jade cup. Nick asks Natalie which is worse, to drink a little cow blood or commit murder, and is reminded he's done both. LaCroix says he has the answers, as the display case is shattered and the Jade cup stolen. Alyce shows Nick a drawing of the missing cup. LaCroix brags that he has the other cup, hoping to draw out his son. Alyce tells Nick she knows what the cups were used for, and later Natalie asks if LaCroix believes Nick will be cured if he drinks from the cups. LaCroix asks Nick if he's coming, telling him he has what Nick wants, over the scene of Nick telling Natalie the cup's theft was his master's way of calling him out.

Alyce is on a rooftop looking out over the skyline as Nick is driving. Nick hears LaCroix asking if he is there, if he is coming, and that he is waiting. End of recap.

Nick waits in front of the Underground Radio building. Moments later LaCroix comes from around the corner and walks away as soon as Nick sees him. Nick follows with Alyce a short distance behind him, determined to learn if Nick is a vampire. Nick slowly closes in on LaCroix, who increases the lead.

Nick enters a slaughterhouse seeing no sign of his master. LaCroix approaches Nick, while Alyce creeps in a floor above them, staying out of sight in the shadows.

LaCroix tells Nick they will talk over a midnight snack as he drinks a ladle full of blood from the barrel next to him. Alyce grimaces as she watches. Nick demands to know where the museum's Mayan Jade cup is. LaCroix is amused, pulls the cup from his pocket and fills it with blood. He tells Nick he looks pale, asking if he's hungry, then drinks from the cup. Nick advances on LaCroix, requesting the cup, telling him it is all he wants. LaCroix tells Nick he never knew what he wanted and still does not. Nick wished for immortality, and once LaCroix granted it, he only received desertion, hatred and contempt. Nick admits he could no longer kill. LaCroix states that no one needs to kill anymore. Nick disagrees, stating that LaCroix does need to kill. LaCroix admits to killing only the guard. Nick accuses him of lying. LaCroix asks for a reason because he has never been ashamed of killing. LaCroix's upset and angered Nick calls mortals his friends, denying the friendship between himself and his son, asking Nick how long is the longest friendship. It is a question that is not easily answered. He tells Nick he moved to town because of him. Nick again requests the cup. LaCroix tells him he does not have the guts to take it from him, knocking Nick to the ground and planting his foot on Nick's chest, eyes glowing. He dribbles blood into Nick's mouth. Nick spits it out. It runs down his face. LaCroix sneers, asking Nick if he wants to be a pathetic mortal, cowering on the ground, doing baiting Nick. Nick's had enough and vamps out.

Alyce screams drawing LaCroix's attention to her. Nick yells for her to get out, but it only increases LaCroix's curiosity. LaCroix swoops up beside her, realizing he needs to meet her, and grabs her. He forces Nick to chose between saving her or the cup, testing how much Nick truly wants to be mortal. LaCroix knows he wins either way. LaCroix's fangs are at Alyce's neck when Nick body slams him to the floor. LaCroix drops the Jade cup. It shatters into a million pieces upon impact with the cement floor, leaving Nick and Alyce distraught. Nick grabs LaCroix by the neck, freeing Alyce, ordering her to leave immediately. She runs into the predawn light outside.

The two vampires pummel each other, LaCroix quickly the victor, dropping Nick to the floor where he lies motionless. LaCroix comments his son is weak and needs blood, offering him mortality as he lists ways to achieve it – fire, a stake through the heart, sunlight, picks up a butchers cleaver as he mentions the final way – decapitation. He raises the cleaver and swings it down. It is met by a powerful kick from a growling, fully vamped out Nick, which sends the ancient vampire flying across the room, stopped only by impalement on a metal spike through the chest, if not the heart. The master vampire is still, the cleaver falls from his hand. Nick looks at his master, a part of him pleased he is dead and another regrets having to do that.

There is a flashback to that night in 1228. LaCroix is happy Nick took a life while Nick is troubled by taking the girl to satisfy his blood thirst. He tells LaCroix he wants to go back, learning it is far too late. Nick is upset over being turned into a murderer. LaCroix tells him he is now a God, eternal, and his brother. He never again has to fear anything. Nick fears what he has become, hearing man is the ultimate predator doesn't help. He will live forever, he will watch lives begin and end and begin again. LaCroix brags about some of his accomplishments. He tells Nick he never has to worry about age or disease, that he is blessed. The Crusades Nick endured will seem like a heartbeat as the centuries pass. Nick realizes LaCroix is right, promising to repay him, kisses his master's ring out of gratitude and as a promise of loyalty.

It is daylight. LaCroix is still impaled. Nick cleans the blood off his face with a cloth and leaves. A close up of LaCroix's face reveals his eyes opening, a sly grin forms.

Nick runs through the blinding daylight smoking, tying to protect his face with his hand as he stumbles towards his car. Once there, he unlocks the trunk, falls into pulling the lid down and passes out, secure from the deadly solar rays.

Alyce calls the precinct, a little concerned when she hears Nick has not checked in.

In the bullpen, Natalie is worried, and Stonetree is pacing. Natalie tells them Nick is blaming himself for the last murder because he knew the victim and was upset when he left the crime scene. She believes he is working on a lead. Schanke says he's dayshift so he was home asleep. Stonetree is cranky because the Mayor is on his back. Stonetree learns Nick's car was found illegally parked in an alley and is being towed into the police garage. He will send someone with the keys.

At the garage, Schanke is ranting to a garage employee who could care less. Nick is peacefully asleep in the trunk. Schanke is leaning against the trunk ranting about Nick being a hot shot, good looking, but seriously lacking in experience. He signs paperwork, bouncing the car testing the shocks and waking Nick. Nick tries to sit up but hits his head on the roof of the car. Schanke rambles his wild summer of 1976, in Madison, Wisconsin as he lovingly strokes the car's fin, running his hand down its length like a lover's limb. He rambles that Dino Armeros was a good friend, until he became a lawyer. Dino had a Coupe deVille just like Nick's. During that wild summer, they drove to Milwaukee, Chicago and Dekalb, a different set of girls for each leg of the trip. He comments on the nice feel of the door, as it slams, and how it is a classic car. He takes the keys from the mechanic and starts up the motor, appreciating the purr of the engine. Schanke informs dispatch that he is taking the car out for a spin, and to let him know when Knight shows up.

The bloodmobile arrives at the hospital. The cooler with all the newly collected bags is delivered to the blood bank by the technician who drew Schanke's blood. He is early. She is surprised to learn the police are there and has them sent up, telling the person she cannot give out any information without checking with Dr. Kipper. The technician is paying close attention to the conversation, especially once the police are mentioned.

In the garage, Nick partially opens the trunk, seeing it is clear he opens it and climbs out. He is shutting the lid when a little old lady sees him. He tells her it's a little cramped but the rent cannot be beat. The little old lady staring at him, then at the trunk.

Schanke is at the blood bank and getting nowhere with the nurse, even after telling her how close they are to nailing the suspect. The doctor is not around and needs Dr. Kipper's approval to access the computer.

Nick's tracking Schanke inside the hospital by his conversation with the nurse, finds Dr. Kipper's office, breaks the lock and enters only to be blasted by sunlight. He quickly closes the blinds and accesses the computer, pulling up the information he wants.

At the nurse's station, Schanke explains he is trying to make a few connections and maybe she can tell him if the victims donated blood, hearing the doctor will be back at six. The blood drive guy approaches.  His name is Dr. Fenner. Schanke gets Fenner to admit Schanke is a good guy and loyal blood donor who donated a pint of A negative blood the other day. Schanke grows more frustrated as the nurse tells him the info in confidential. Fenner asks about Schanke's keys, learning they are for a 62 ragtop Cadillac.

In Kipper's office, Nick is talking on the telephone with Natalie, learning Stonetree let Schanke drive his car. Natalie is balancing the telephone as she is looking at a file and a corpse, telling him Schanke was supposed to bring the car to the morgue. She learns he is checking out blood donors as he scrolls through a list of names, admitting to Natalie Schanke was right about the homeless Type O blood donors. He tells her LaCroix only killed the guard. He sounds tired and weak. He tells her he has to go because his ride is about to leave. She tells him to eat something a little concerned. He jokes about hospital food. He tells her he will talk to her when he gets up tonight and leaves.

Schanke's still at the nurse's station talking with Fenner about trunk space and is asked about mileage. Schanke tells him it does not matter with a ride like that. Schanke gives the nurse one last chance to help, knowing she will not. She just looks at him.

In the parking garage, Fenner checks to make sure the coast is clear, then reaches under the Caddy with a tool and cuts something. Nick's in the trunk and wonders what Fenner's doing to his car. Nick hears something jangling as Fenner walks away.

Schanke is still at the nurse's station frustrated and rude as he tells the nurse he will be back with a warrant. She stares as he leaves, a what a jerk expression on her face.

There is a puddle under the Caddy as Schanke pulls away, blasting polka music. Nick holds his ears in agony, threatening to kill Schanke. Everything is fine until he goes down a hill and taps the brake. Underneath the car, pressing the brake pedal causes the fluid to squirt out of the cut brake line. Schanke panics realizing the brakes are gone. Nick realizes it too. Schanke swerves around items, tossing Nick around in the trunk like an egg getting scrambled. Both try to stay calm, but Schanke's freaking out.

Inside the museum, Alyce is asleep at her desk and is awoken by a beeping alarm. She sees the time and calls the precinct, learning Nick is not in yet. She calls the loft and gets the answering machine. She looks up his address and heads for the stone wall, remembering what Nick said about the first four digits. She copies them down.

Schanke is back in the same garage, with the same guy. A small bandage on Schanke's nose. Schanke mumbles that he feels sick as he surveys the damage to Nick's prized possession. The mechanic suggests shooting it and putting it out of its misery. Schanke begs him to say it can be fixed, hearing he is nuts, that it is a sculpture, not a car. The mechanic points out each damaged area and Schanke tells how it got that way. Nick holds down the trunk as the mechanic tries to pry it loose telling Schanke it will take a blowtorch to open it. Schanke is not happy to hear he has to find another Caddy in a junkyard to use for parts or it is two tons of scrap metal, even then, it might not be fixable. The mechanic leaves. Schanke grumbles that Nick is going to kill him, or worse, make him pay for the damage, or maybe the whole car. Nick calls out Schanke's name very irritated.

A scared Schanke faces the music. Nick is standing next to his trashed car. Schanke explains that he was only going to take it to the station but the hospital was on the way. Schanke explains he realized there was no brakes on the big hill on, then describes everything that happened. Nick asks about something Schanke hit. Schanke answers then realizes Nick should not know about it, asking how he does. Nick shows him the cut brake line. Schanke is relieved that it is not his fault. Nick tells him it is the same person who is killing the homeless, and Schanke's right about the case. Schanke's pleased. Nick admits the museum killer was someone different, confusing Schanke a bit. Schanke asks Nick if he's mad about the car and hears he could kill him about it, but owes him an apology about the case. Nick is pleased when Schanke accepts his apology.

Nick suddenly gets really weak. Schanke notices Nick and checks to make sure he is okay. Nick says he's okay, just hungry. Schanke puts an arm around Nick's shoulder to support him. Nick tells him they need to get back to the hospital. They walk out arms around each other's shoulders.

Alyce's standing in front of Nick's street level door and punches in the code. She hesitantly opens the door, not realizing she is being watched from across the street.

Nick and Schanke are heading for the hospital. Schanke learns all the victims were regular blood donors that used the roving blood banks, and the info came from Dr. Kipper, not realizing he is lying. Nick learns Jeannie is still missing. Schanke asks what Nick was doing in the warehouse district last night. Nick ask if anyone reported anything unusual there this morning, relieved when Schanke says no. Schanke inquires why, learning about Nick's lead on the missing cup, teasing him for calling her Alyce.

Nick is pleased when the worried radio announcer asks the Nightcrawler to call.

Alyce enters Nick's loft calling out for him, seeing Nick's Mayan Jade cup, but before she can give it much thought she hears a noise and investigates, commenting he is scaring her. She opens the lift door and is stunned to see a battered girl lying on the floor. Jeannie weakly asks for Nick.

Nick, the nurse from earlier and Schanke are walking down a hospital hallway. Nick gives her respect and gets answers. He learns the blood bank staff, physicians, and administrators have access to the donor records. Schanke grumbles that it does not help narrow it down much. Nick asks if anyone came in and out while Schanke was there, learning several nurses and Dr. Elderman did. The cooler of blood bags they pass tempts him. He leans on the gurney, avoiding looking at them. The nurse asks if he is okay. Schanke tells her Nick is just hungry. Nick tells them he will be okay. He hungrily, longingly eyes the bags and walks past them. Nick tells him they are looking for someone more like an orderly or lab technician who wears their keys on their belt.

Dr. Fenner walks down a dark street.

Inside the loft, Jeannie is on the couch as Alyce gives the paramedics directions. She then picks up the remote and turns on the fireplace. She tells Jeannie to hold on. Jeannie freaks knowing her attacker works at a hospital. Alyce consoles her.

At the nurse's station, Schanke mentions that Fenner asked many questions about the Caddy, inquiring how Nick knew about the keys. The nurse gives Nick Don Fenner's file, telling him what a wonderful guy Fenner is. Nick learns Fenner lost his mother in a car accident, but was killed by the Hepatitis she contracted from a blood transfusion. Schanke bets ten to one that she was given Type O blood. Schanke informs Nick and the nurse that the Hepatitis came from street people, He killed them so they could never donate again, he blamed them for his mother's death. Nick puts out an APB on Donald Fenner.

Fenner buzzes the loft. Jeannie freaks. Alyce asks if they are the ambulance and tells them to take the elevator up to the second floor, not realizing it is Fenner.

At the nurse's station, Schanke asks about Fenner's friends and family, knowing he only works days. Hearing Fenner is a very private person does not go over well. Nick is within inches of the cooler full of blood, his hunger increasingly draws him to the blood bags. He dials home, hears a message from Natalie asking if he is okay. She is worried and wants to hear from him.

Alyce picks up the telephone. Nick is quite surprised to find her at his loft, especially since she remembered the Mayan numbers were his alarm code. He learns she was looking for him, Jeannie's there but barely alive due to some guy beating her up and leaving her for dead. He is relieved that Jeannie is alive and safe, with the paramedics on the way up. He learns Jeannie knows the murderer's identity and is concerned. He tells Alyce to keep Jeannie there if the paramedics say she is stable. Alyce puts down the telephone to open the door. She inquires upon seeing Fenner without medical equipment. He menacingly advances into the room. She backs up asking who he is. Nick is listening to the entire conversation, growing more agitated as the sounds become more intense. Fenner grabs Alyce and tosses over a nearby table. She calls out to Nick in terror. Nick announces that the killer is at his place. He tells Schanke to call in backup and meet him there. He takes off as fast as he mortally can. Schanke asks how Nick is going to get there but Nick is gone.

Inside the loft, Fenner approaches Alyce to finish the job, not noticing Jeannie until she begs him not to hurt her. Jeannie stumbles to her feet as Fenner approaches, grabbing a straw broom and defensively holds it out in front of her. Nick hears everything said in his home. Jeannie orders Fenner to stay back, doing her best to keep him away from her. She ignites the broom in a desperate attempt to keep him away. He grabs it from her and tosses to the floor igniting the stuff there. He starts choking her, stopping when distracted by the sound of shattering glass. Nick flies through the window. Jeannie breaks free. Nick grabs Fenner ready to drain him, hesitating only inches from Fenner's neck. He reluctantly tosses Fenner to the ground unable to kill him, disgusted with the whole situation. He notices his entire painting corner is engulfed in flames, along with the elevator door, bringing out his angst and guilt. He runs to Jeannie and quickly checks her out, asking where Alyce is. She points to the fire. Nick, asks if she can make to the stairs. She nods and runs to the stairway door. Nick summons up his courage and leaps over the flames to rescue Alyce. He asks if she can walk. She is not sure she can. As she is helped up, they hear the sound of shattering glass. Nick sees LaCroix drain Fenner, and LaCroix saying that he got what was coming to him. Now, it is Nick's turn. Alyce is terrified. Nick is fearful.

Schanke is in the Caddy, siren blaring, lights flashing, telling the dispatcher that he is on his way to meet Nick at the loft.

Inside the loft, LaCroix approaches the fire, reminding Nick that steel spikes cannot kill a vampire, but fire can. LaCroix is treating it all as a game. Nick tells Alyce to stay there because LaCroix will not cross the flames. He tells her to try to get to the stairs once he is across the fire. He collapses to his knees, his growing weakness and hunger clearly show. LaCroix is fully vamped out, asking when Nick last fed, reminding him he needs blood to fight and to live. Nick is horrified by Alyce's request to make her a vampire. LaCroix happily agrees, encouraging Nick, reminding him mortals die.

Nick flashes back to Janette encouraging him to take his first victim. In the present, Alyce requests Nick to take her, as it is the only way he can fight LaCroix. Nick tells her it will kill her, agonizing over the decision. She tells him she could become immortal. Nick again flashes back to the hunger, which was present, both that night and the present. He tells her she does not understand what she is asking for. Alyce reminds him she is a scientist and wants to live through civilizations. He is having great difficulty restraining the vampire's desire to drain her extremely enticing blood especially since he is starving. Nick's fangs are less than an inch from Alyce's neck. He is ready to pierce her skin and drain her, stopping millimeters before her skin and cries out in agony. He cannot kill her.

Nick picks up a flaming 2 x 4 and leaps over the fire. LaCroix giggles, taunting Nick about his belief he can take on his master as a mortal. Nick gives LaCroix a nasty burn across his cheek. LaCroix cries out in pain, grabs the 2 x 4 and uses it to toss Nick clear across the loft, knocking him out when he collides with the wall. Alyce calls out to Nick as she makes a break for the door. She nearly makes it. LaCroix lands in front of her and drains her. Nick regains consciousness just in time to see this, grabs the flaming 2 x 4 and stakes LaCroix quite near, if not in the heart, startling LaCroix. Nick sees his master in agony and drives him back to the door, pinning him to it, watching as the ancient vampire totally combusts, his clothes flutter to the floor in flames. Nick drops to his knees out of hunger, exhaustion and grief, his back to the flaming stake. Nick cradles Alyce, grieving for her, constantly looking back at the door making sure LaCroix is really gone.

A night or two later at the museum, Nick and Natalie are staring at his Jade cup housed in a display case. Nick tells Natalie how Alyce wanted to live forever. Natalie comments he did too, that the idea of living forever is very seductive. Nick tells her it comes with never being able to be in love, asking how that is seductive. He comments that Alyce and LaCroix are the lucky ones. She does not think he really means it and calls him on it, mentioning how he would have starved to death without the transfusion. She asks if he wants to become mortal to die, or to live so he can love like a mortal. He laments that he was so close. She asks if there are any m ore cups out there, hearing no one knows, but he will keep looking. She teases him that he needs to keep eating. He playfully wraps his arms around her, cheerfully asking if she thinks she really can bring him across. She tells him they have to keep trying. Nick releases Natalie the instant Schanke enters. Schanke asks if they are ready to leave because he desperately needs sleep, reminding Nick he owes him one. As they head out Schanke summarizes his work on the case. Nick reminds him about the car. Schanke tells Nick he has a pint of Grade A Schanke running through his veins. Natalie giggles. Nick cannot believe it, begging Natalie to tell him it's not true. She nervously apologizes telling Nick that Schanke was the only available donor.

Schanke says he understands Fenner trying to kill Jeannie, but does not drain her because she's B negative, but does not understand how Fenner's body was missing two pints. Nick tells Schanke it evaporated. Schanke finds it hard to believe. Natalie backs Nick up. Schanke thinks about it then comments it makes perfect sense.

Schanke lights a cigarette. Natalie and Nick tells him it's one of he fastest ways into a coffin. Schanke removes the cigarette, telling them they nag as much as Myra does. He is trying to cut down. Neither Nick nor Natalie believe him and it shows. He tells them to stop looking at him because they do not know how hard it is to live with an addiction. Nick and Natalie just look at each other. Schanke promises to work on it. Natalie holds out her hand. Schanke reluctantly give her his cigarette. He gives Nick the pack.

Unseen by them, a vampire Alyce, watches from the skylight, then flies off.

The end.
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A woman is having an affair with a store security guard inside the store. After they make love, she puts her cross back on. She leaves and heads for her car. Once inside, she puts her wedding ring back on. A moment later she is grabbed from behind by a ski-masked guy, who is hiding in her backseat. He tells her that she does not deserve to wear her cross. Inside the store, the guard is startled by a scream and thinks it is probably the monster movie playing on the televisions around him.

Nick visits Janette at the Raven. Two women have been murdered that week, one beheaded and one disemboweled. She tells him that she does not care and he should not either. She tries to tempt him by dipping her finger in her blood wine and waving it in his face.

Schanke enters the Raven and likes what he sees. He calls to Nick, who tells Janette to call him if she hears anything. Alma walks up to Schanke, and she is escorted away.

Nick tells Schanke he told him to stay out of there. Schanke comments on his family's tradition of the husbands cheating, and that it is not fair that Nick gets to have fun in there. They go out to the car and Nick hears dispatch telling them about a new murder. Schanke tells Nick it is why he went in to get him. He tells Nick the crime is ugly. Nick has trouble starting the car.

Nick and Schanke arrive at the crime scene. The victim's been laid out and crucified. Nick and Schanke are greatly disturbed and disgusted by the sight. Schanke does not know what he is seeing until Nick tells him. Schanke comments that he heard it takes hours or days to die that way. Nick tells him that she was dead before she was spiked. When Schanke asks how he knows, Nick tells him that there is not enough blood. Nick has another officer take the security guard in, knowing he's guilty of something, which is probably adultery, but doesn't think he killed the woman. Nick learns that the woman was married. Schanke seems surprised by the victim and security guard having an affair, which earns him wisecracks from Nick about Schanke being a man of the world.

Inside Natalie's office, she is in full autopsy gear with the latest victim on the table in front of her. Nick's a little disturbed by the presence of the body. She tells Nick that the victim was terrified and had a heart attack. Natalie shows him the cross, which disturbs him. She notices and comments on how it really bothers him.  He tells her that it makes him feel weak.  This causes her to tell him that he has to face his immortal fears. He comments that he would rather eat garlic pills then be around the cross.

Natalie tells him that he needs the cross for evidence, that it didn't register when she found the crosses on each of the first two victims, and that they were all Catholic.

The killer enters the confessional and confesses to all three murders using church terminology. He calls the victims sinners and that he is doing God's work. The Father tries to get him to see that he's wrong, but when the killer tells the Father about his new crime, the Father tells the killer that it's not what God wants. The Father desperately tries to get the killer to confess to the police, but the killer won't, commenting that he doesn't want to confess and doesn't need help. He flees. The Father tries to get a look at him, but the killer is too fast.

Nick is at the loft, staring at two garlic pills on the table next to their bottle, then takes the pills. He chokes, grimaces, and seems to be in intense pain. He convulses and smacks his forehead on the coffee table. He seems to be hallucinating until Schanke's telephone call snaps him out of it. Via the answering machine, Nick hears Schanke tell him that all three women were Catholic and went to St. John's church. Schanke tells Nick that he is off for the night, and not to bother him. Nick warily studies the cross in its plastic evidence bag before dumping it out on the table. He picks it up by the chain and studies it further.

Nick flashes back to a stone room with a huge wooden cross in it. He and Joan are standing by the cross. She tells Nicholas that she knows he was following her, that she's not afraid, and is praying for a safe trip. Nicholas stops her when she tries to leave. He tells her that she will not make it her destination, his fangs partially showing. She tells him that she knows what she is due to stories her grandmother used to tell her about creatures cursed to an eternity in darkness. He darkly tells her that he will live forever. She tells him that he is cursed because he is afraid of salvation and death, but she is not afraid to die. Nick brings his hand up to the cross.

Back in the present, Nick holds the silver cross in his hand.  There is another quick flashback to Joan's time, where he reaches out to the large wooden cross and his hand erupts in flames. He screams. In the present, Nick opens his fist and sees a small burn where the cross was and comments that the garlic pills definitely help.

The Father from the confessional is talking to an older priest as the older priest is working on setting up for an Easter Pageant. The younger priest, Pierre, asks the older one if it is okay to go to the police when someone confesses that they are about to commit murder or has already done so. The older one tells him that going to the police is never allowed, no matter what the situation. That under no circumstance is the sanctity of the confessional to be broken. If it was, no one would ever trust the church again. Pierre cannot understand this, knowing how much the world has changed, how it is a much more violent place. He is deeply frustrated by the strangle hold on his wanting to stop the killer. Pierre is not happy that you can kill someone, confess to it and get away with it.

Schanke is at the Raven dancing with Alma. He cannot believe he is dancing to Goth music, and with an attractive, young, blonde woman. Alma asks what goes with dancing and gets dinner for an answer, wanting sex for an answer. She whammies Schanke and leads him away, her eyes golden.

Nick is talking with Father Pierre about the three victims, showing him the pictures, trying to see if he knows them. All Nick learns is that Pierre buried them all. Nick comments on the fact that all three went to his church as well as telling him the gruesome way each died. Nick seems to realize that the killer may have confessed but due to his vows, Pierre cannot say anything.

Alma leads Schanke to a back room in the Raven where she ties his hands together with his tie and pushes him onto the couch. She tells him that she is going to be a dancing doctor in her next life. She tells him to calm his breathing down that if his blood boils it will spoil the taste. Schanke is seriously panicking. Alma vamps out and is about to sink her fangs into Schanke's neck when Janette urgently calls out Alma's name. Alma looks up startled and unhappy to be disturbed. Schanke snaps out of the whammy, does not realize where he is or what happened. He freaks out even worse. He runs from the room as he is trying to free his hands. Janette grabs hold of his arm and sternly but politely, almost a little playfully, that Alma is very dangerous to play with, and can be deadly. Schanke thinks Janette is talking about diseases he could catch from Alma and further freaks out. Janette tells Schanke not to ever return to the Raven and lets go. Schanke runs out of there as fast as he can.

Inside Loose Lips, women are doing telephone sex with their paying customers. One woman is talking to her babysitter, and even talks to the baby she obvious loves a lot. A younger woman, Magda, receives a dirty call threatening her life. It shakes her up a bit, making her want to go to the police. The mother tells her that the police will not do anything about it. She tells Magda to go home since she is too upset to work. Magda takes the tape with her as she leaves.

Magda is jumped in the stairwell by the ski-masked killer.

Nick's driving around, and hears Magda's screams.

Magda gets away, but is soon recaptured and this time in a stronger, more secure hold. He has his gun against her head and orders her to shut up or she dies.

Nick locates the scream, arrives, identifies himself as a cop and orders the thug to let Magda go. The killer shoots Nick in the side. Nick slumps to the floor, hand over his wound as the thug flees. Nick orders a stunned Magda to go get help. When she flees to do that, Nick jumps to his feet as soon as he is alone, revealing the bullet hole in the window behind him.

Nick's chasing someone outside and sternly orders them to stop, which they do. Nick is surprised to see it is Father Pierre. Pierre begs Nick not to shoot him.

Inside a precinct interrogation room, Nick, Stonetree and Pierre listen to Magda's tape. She is no where to be seen. Nick asks Pierre if he recognizes the voice, sensing that he does. Pierre honestly tells them that he does not. Nick angrily asks Pierre why he is protecting the killer, and Pierre tells them that he is protecting something more important, the beliefs and rules of his religion. Stonetree as is there's any circumstance under which he can talk and hears that there is not. Nick angrily threatens to take Pierre along when he has to notify the next victim's family, or thinks that maybe he'll make Pierre do it. Stonetree is fed up, and throws Nick out. On Nick's way out, he hears Pierre talking about the church granting salvation and eternal life. Pierre comments that he believes it and asks if there is anything Nick believes in that strongly.

Nick flashes back to seeing a knight kneeling before the huge wooden cross. It is Joan, who calls Nicholas by name. Nicholas comments on how much she's changed, and how she is both a hero to the people and a heretic in the eyes of the church. That she is probably going to enjoy dying a martyr. Nick sounds much darker than he is ever sounded as he asks why a farmer's daughter would be contacted by God and she counters with the question of why God would be a carpenter's son. He asks if she is scared and she says nothing. He comments that her life is about to end and offers her eternal life along with great power. She refuses to let him kiss her. He asks why she is throwing her life away for the church and a bunch of lying, pious old men. She tells him that she needs to die to keep the church strong and that she would rather be at home with her family. She comments that she will live on and when he questions that, she tells him that it is Faith. She reminds him that he can always regain his lost faith as she lays her wooden cross at his feet, then leaves. He looks at the two crosses and wonders if she is right.

In the precinct hallway, Magda sees Nick and asks if he is okay. She is surprised when he has forgotten that he was shot not too long ago. Nick remembers and comments that it just grazed him. He turns down her offer to be bait, which annoys her. He tells her that they can catch the killer without her help and that she needs to go home, lock the door and stay there until the police catch the killer. Stonetree tells Nick to have an officer take Magda home to get her stuff, and then to a motel for safety. Stonetree tells Pierre to stay away from his church because he too could be a target.

Inside the loft, Natalie cannot believe she's holding Joan of Arc's wooden cross and asks if Joan gave it to him. Nick confirms it and tells her how he wanted to bring Joan across to save her, but she refused. He tells Nat about Joan's strength, faith and spirit.

He tells Natalie to bring the cross closer, which she does. When he turns away, she asks why vampires fear it. Nick tells her that it is a symbol of the one true light and they are creatures of darkness. Nick has her continue moving closer until they are about six inches apart. He holds her arm there and answers her question about why he is talking that fear now by telling her that he is spending the day in a church.

Nick's standing across the street from St. John's in the pre-dawn light, talking with a couple of officers. Meanwhile, Schanke's giving Myra a six am call. She is not happy to be woken and they have a disagreement. Nick reminds Schanke that wives get suspicious when husbands call for no reason. Schanke tells Nick to stay out of his business. Nick turns down Schanke's suggestion of backup, as he did not want to scare the guy off. He tells Schanke that he will be inside.

Nick goes inside and approaches a row of lit candles, which spark another flashback to Joan.

Joan's tied to the stake, her head has been shaved, and a fire grows higher around her. She calls out for Nicholas to hold her cross up to give her courage. Nicholas does so from behind the barred basement window. A cross-wielding priest stands before her, treating her as if she was evil. Joan tells Nicholas not to mourn her, as she will live forever. She refuses to allow any of her fear to show.

Nick's overwhelmed by being in the church and tries to leave but the morning sun traps him. He is blinded by a woman's entrance. He feels his way along the wall bumping into things until he reaches the dark safety of the confessional box. He passes out once safely inside.

A woman enters the confessional and tells Nick she can see him. Nick pretends to be asleep and lets out a soft snore. She lets him be.

Schanke sees them taking down the Easter setup as he is stretching his legs. The killer walks down from the stage.

Schanke enters the church and confessional. Nick cannot resist and fakes an Irish accent. Schanke confesses that he has been a lousy Catholic.  He says that he has been happily married for ten years, and does not know why he did what he did last night. Nick's even more curious and gets Schanke to continue. Schanke tells him about going to the Raven, even though he was told to stay out, giving his partner a rough time, that he's not the type to fool around, but it's the reason he went there. Schanke tells him about the hot woman who came onto him but cannot remember her name. Nick tells him Alma's name, Schanke continues on about how she thought he was Mel Gibson or God, and then it hits. He's not happy, opens the door and sees Nick. Nick scolds him for going to the Raven and for not staying outside to watch for the killer. Schanke starts to say something not nice, and is reminded that they are in a church. Schanke slams the confessional door when nick asks for a promise to never return to the Raven.

In a cheap hotel room, the young cop and Magda are running out of discussion topics and she wants to take a shower. He does not leave until she starts undressing. As soon as she is sure he is outside, she splits out the bathroom window.

Pierre catches Nick coming out of the confessional and is mad. He grabs Nick's arm, as he rants about violating the confessional, and is reminded about the killer. He drags Nick closer to the cross as Pierre is still ranting about disrespecting the church. Nick growls to be released and falls into a pew a few rows from the large cross, trying not to get sick. Pierre's ranting about how they both want to catch the poor man before he kills again, which gets him a reminder of the viciousness of the killings. Nick stands, his vision blurs, he's unsteady on his feet, and passes out as images of Joan being burned at the stake flash through his mind. Father Pierre catches Nick as he collapses.

Night has fallen. Schanke calls inside the church to check on Nick. Nick says he's fine and tells Schanke that his confession made him sick to his stomach. Schanke crankily, firmly tells Nick that it is their secret. When Schanke comments on food, Nick tells him some will be sent out to them.

Schanke's surprised to see Magda, but before he can do anything he is knocked out.

Magda takes a seat in a pew and becomes uneasy when a guy passes by her. They exchange looks.

The officer bringing food to Schanke finds him unconscious and helps him. Schanke quickly regains consciousness and tells the officer about Magda, even though he has a killer headache. The other cop calls in an officer down alert.

Magda is dragged out struggling, screaming for help. She's tied to the cross and gagged. She still cries out.

Nick searches the pew, sees only Magda's coat, and tells the other officers to seal the church while he searches outside.

The killer is pouring gas on the sticks and stuff around her. Nick takes to the sky to find her before it is too late. A branch is lit by the killer, who calls Magda a whore. Nick tackles the killer, who drops the lit branch onto the gas soaked woodpile surrounding Magda. Nick and the killer fight.  The killer waves a flaming branch at Nick. The fight continues and the fire expands.

Nick has a flashback to Joan being burned at the stake and learning her true name was Joan.

Nick sees Magda freaking out as she struggles to free herself.

Nick again flashes back to Joan. He is kneeling in front of the large wooden cross in the church and reaches up to it. He hears Joan ask him to hold up her cross to give her courage.

Comparisons between struggling Magda and Joan accepting her fate flash back and forth.

Nick is afraid of fire and recalls Joan's words to him about pure and simple faith. He remembers her telling him how he can always regain his lost faith.

Nick has more flashbacks between Joan and him, the burn in his palm from the metal cross, the fire and more.

Nick growls and leaps over the fire in an act of faith. He rushes to Magda's side and frees her. He drapes his coat over her head and leaps over the fire again. They land on the ground, both safe. When she asks how he did it, he tells her it was adrenalin and a lot of faith.

Nick and Magda are in the precinct with Pierre behind them. She tells them that she forgives the killer, surprising Nick. She tells him that love and forgiveness go together. He admits she is right, a little reluctantly. Magda comments that she goes to church and that Pierre is the best they have had, along with the cutest. Pierre blushes. Magda kisses Nick and puts the cross into his palm. He tries to turn it down, but she will not let him. He closes his hand to hide any burn. Pierre and Nick make up, both admitting they know they other was only doing their job. Pierre tells Nick that confession is good for the soul. Nick smirks knowing that no priest could handle his past.

Natalie and Schanke enter, with her checking the bump on his head, causing him to wince. She teases him about his whining and his ring around the collar. Schanke complains to an approaching Nick that he has a headache, which Nick teases, is his conscience. Schanke leaves and Nick shows Natalie the mild burn from the cross. She is pleased to see the major improvement. They know it's a step closer to mortality and or God.

Schanke suggests they go out to eat, causing Nick to decline. Natalie watches a little sadly as Nick leaves due to the sunrise.

The end.

Last Act

Season 1 Episode 4

Written by Brad Wright

Directed by Rene Bonniere

Guest stars:

Erica Bentley........................... Torri Higginson

No other character names given, only the actors.

Mackenzie Gray, Robert Bockstael, Laura Press, Allison Mang, Denise McLeod, Doris Petrie, Gillian Vanderburgh, Gema Zamprogna, J.R. Zimmerman, Elena Kudaba, Tony Meyler

An older woman’s husband is brought into the emergency room due to a heart attack. The young female doctor tries everything she can but is unable to save the older man’s life. She gently tells the wife then holds the devastated, sobbing woman.

In the locker room the resident tells Dr. Cole that she is so tired that she is about to drop, She is depressed about her failure to save her patient. Dr. Cole tells Marilyn it is the life of a resident. Not every one can be saved.

The resident is in the shower, letting it wash away her stress. Marilyn sees a friendly face and tells them they are nuts, sensing they want to join her. Suddenly Marilyn becomes terrified and screams as a scalpel weilding hand attacks her.

Erica Bently, an attractive woman in her thirties, walks through a park at night and sits on a bench. She has her hood up and stares at the rising sun, a little fear on her face. She seems to be in pain as the sun rises. She smokes, then bursts into flames, leaving only her clothes behind on the bench.

Nick is having a bad night and gets into a fight with Stonetree, part of it is Nick's eight unsolved cases. Stonetree sympathizes with him. Nick comments there is nothing to work with, no clues at all. Schanke huries in, tells Nick have a dead body at the docks.

Nick and Schanke are at the same park bench. The guy who called the cops tells Nick and Schanke what he saw. The guy comments a woman was running around telling everyone it was Spontaneous Human Combustion, asking if there was anyone in there. Schanke tells them he doubts it. Nick looks at the clothes and finds a ring he recognizes. From his expression, its someone he was close to.

Nick flashes back to 1690's England. He is sword fighting onstage and runs his sword through his opponent, then rescues the damsel in distress. His opponent springs back to life before they bow to the audience. They receive a healthy rond of appluase. After they leave, another member of the troupe passes the hat for donations.

Backstage Nick and his fencing partner are both out of costume. Erica playfully tells him he is very skilled with his sword. He pulls her down on top of him, commenting they should be packing for their next location. They kiss as she reminds him they have all the time in the world to write, perfom, love and live,  for they are blessed. He happily repeats the forever part. Their fangs drop and they sink them into each other's neck.

At the park bench, both Schanke and Nick agree it was suicide. Nick is captivated by Erica's ring. Schanke catches Nick zoned out, and tells him they have to go check out a suicide at the hospital. Nick grumbles that he is coming as they leave.

At the hospital, Schanke grumbles no one is doing it with style, telling Nick he would have a gourmet dinner, sex, and a shot of nitroglycerine. Nick is disgusted with the discussion. Nick learns Dr. Cole found the body with the shower scalding hot. The victim's wrists were slashed. Schanke carefully examines a similar scalpel. They learn Marilyn had been on duty twenty or so hours and had just lost a patient which bothered her. Nick comments that it cannot be unusual. Dr. Cole tells him she has seen residents snap like that before due to the enormous pressure and frustrations. He gets confirmation that it was probably suicide.

Schanke walks into the hallway and sees the distraught finacee. Carl was coming to pick up the victim. Nick tells Schanke to take Carl home as he talks with Dr. Cole. Schanke grumbles and offers the med student a lift home. They leave.

In the morgue, Natalie examines the victim's wrist, commenting the incisions were fairly deep, and perfect, causing a rapid death. Nick asks why and hears only one person knows the answer. Nick is not convinced it is a suicide. Natalie admits she finds it a little strange, as it would be pretty hard to hold onto a scalpel with those incisions, but not impossible. She reminds him it was quick. Nick asks why she would do it at work, and Natalie tells him why not. Natalie plays Devil's advocate, commenting Marilyn lost a patient, was exhausted and depressed. She tells him there are no rules for suicide, it is very personal.

Nick pulls out Erica's ring and flashes back to England. They are still backstage. She tells him his memory laden blood courses through her. He learns she sees him fighting in the blazing sun at a Moorish castle, telling her it was the Crusades. He confirms he was badly wounded and nearly died. Erica says she hates the thought of dying. Nick is disturbed by what he saw in her blood, asking why she is thinking of dying if she hates the thought so much. She asks if she has infected him, hearing she has not. Erica tells him life is precious, picking up her doll. They must contribute to life to pay for all the lives they take. She tells him there will come a time when her lust for life will wane, when her writing or performing will no longer bring her joy. He says he cannot believe it. She tells him when it happens she will be a taker, one unworthy of life. It is best to go away before she becomes a burden. She cradles her doll like a mother cradling an infant. Nick is disturbed. He tells her it will never happen. She tells him it will. When it does, they will do what they must. She will kill herself.

In the morgue, Natalie asks Nick if he is going to investigate, hearing he is. She knows he is swamped and it is probably a suicide. Nick tells her he would rather know for sure.

Nick enters the loft, as Schanke leaves a message. Carl told him that the victim had been depressed for a while and was getting worse. He guesses that is all there was. He tried to round up witnesses for the Jenkins shooting without luck. Next time Nick should give him a lead that goes somewhere, and signs off.

Nick hears Erica's voice call out to him and looks around. He is alone. He's a little spooked and disturbed. He opens the shutter in front of him about halfway, allowing the sunlight to stream into the loft. He sticks his pinky finger into the sunbeam, seeing it barely smoke at first. Nick leaves it there as long as possible then pulls it away and examines his still smoking pinky.

The sun sets. Nick is seated on the upstairs floor surrounded by paperwork, looking at report, learning nothing new. All the clues go nowhere. He asks himself what he is supposed to do next. Erica's voice tells him that maybe it is time to move on. Nick drops his paperwork. Seeing her ghost downstairs, he lands in front of her, asking why she did it. She says she was already dead. He disagrees, commenting she was full of life. She tells him she was a burden, asking if that is how he feels. She seductively tells him to join her in the light as she fades away. Nick is confused, depressed and more unsure.

At the hospital, a nurse tells Nick Marilyn was cool while a lot of the other doctors are very uncool. Marilyn arrived with a lot of energy and unlike the rest of the residents, she kept it. She was always there ready to help. Nick listens intently as it paints a very different picture of Marilyn. He learns Marilyn was always taking pictures. Nick sees a bulletin board full of pictures, all of which have a smiling, happy Marilyn in them. Nick learns some believe Marilyn was killed herself. Dr. Cole arrives and scolds the nurses for bothering Nick with rumors. Nick tells her he has had many rumors lead to facts. They would not have said anything had he not asked. Dr. Cole apologizes. Nick asks the nurses if there is anyone who might have more insight, and is told to talk to Dean. Dr. Cole leaves a little upset.

Inside the children's ward, a clown is in the middle of a magic show for the sick kids. They love it. They are depressed it is over but happy to know it will be back tomorrow. Nick's waiting at the door and magically pulls his badge out of the clown's ear and shows it to him. Dean hears he is the one Nick wants to question. They leave.

In the hallway, Dean pulls off the wig and nose, leaning heavily against the wall. Nick is surprised to learn Dean is terminally ill and on chemotherapy. In Dean's room, he strips off the costume and stretches out in bed exhausted. Nick comments the pictures make it look like he and Marilyn knew each other very well. Dean tells him Marilyn made sure she knew everyone very well. Nick looks through the pictures. Dean angrily tells Nick he has two or three months to live and has trouble discussing the suicide of someone he thought wanted to live as much as him. Nick asks if he can borrow the pictures, Dean tosses them at him, bitterly telling him to keep them and get out, hurt by his friend's suicide.

Nick drives around and hears Erica tell him she loved the boulevards. Nick turns towards Erica's voice, surprised to see her in the passenger seat. She tells him the lights along with the crowds made her feel out of step with the time, asking if he feels that way, if he feels a part of the world. He looks at her and she is gone.

Nick enters the Captain's office and is not happy to hear Stonetree's considering turning over half of Nick's outstanding cases to a detective on a hot streak. Nick resents it and lets Stonetree know. Stonetree tells him he does not like the hospital telling him Nick is insinuating it is not a suicide, wanting to know why. Nick tells him it's possible, but does not yet have any evidence, refusing to let go. Stonetree asks if he has any suspects. Nick mentions Dean, due to a possible unusual relationship between him and Marilyn. Stonetree reminds him what Marilyn's fiancé said, along with finding no prints, signs of a struggle and the angle of the cuts were consistent. Nick angrily cuts him off ranting she had no good reason, almost as if he was talking about Erica, maybe both. Nick says he doesn't know enough about her. Stonetree tells Nick he cannot afford to care why, because he has other cases. Nick calmly tells Stonetree he needs one more day. Stonetree sees how important it is and gives it to him, reminding him that if he does not come up with something he will close the case as a suicide. Nick tells him it is a deal as he leaves.

Inside the Raven, Nick shows Janette Erica's ring, hearing Erica finally did it. Janette is both surprised and not surprised by the news. She tells him Erica did not want him to know she would tired of the world and did not want to infect him. Nick tells her he could have stopped Erica, hearing he is a fool to think so. Erica's dead and he should stop crying over her when there are those in the Community who want to live, because living is more interesting. Nick asks Janette to take him to Erica's place.

Nick and Janette enter a morbid place. Erica's doll is standing where she is easily seen. Nick tells her it cannot be Erica's. Janette asks if he is looking for the passionate tomboy with a fiery spirit. Erica grew old because she could not keep up. She tells Nick she hopes he finds what he's looking for. He picks up Erica's doll and flashes back to her dancing with it.

Nick sees Erica telling him it is a tragedy they cannot create life and leave behind little children like her Catherine. Nick tells her she is talking about death again. She tells him she is talking about death and birth. She begins to comment about when she dies, but is cut off by Nick telling her she does not have to die. She tells him she will be old and tired with nothing to leave behind but her plays as she dances with her doll. Vampires can live until they grow tired of life and then there is nothing. Mortals revitalize their love of life with each new generation, holding her doll like an infant, telling him children are how mortals achieve immortality.

A young woman enters, asking Nick and Janette what they are doing there. Nick says they are friends of Erica's. When asked, Nick tells her he does not know where Erica is, not willing to admit she committed suicide. The young lady says Erica was really excited about her new play, Last Act, opening tomorrow night and hoped Erica would be there.

Nick enters the loft in a bad mood as the sun rises, holding Erica's doll. Natalie comments he is cutting it too close. Natalie shoves Nick away from the sunlight, commenting on his self-destructive feelings. Natalie is cranky and concerned, telling him to talk to her. He tells her he lost an old friend the other day. She is surprised to hear Erica was two, three hundred years old. Natalie sees him reaching for the sunny pedestal and takes the doll from him. She tells him the doll is beautiful, hearing it was Erica's. She loved life more than anyone he's ever known. Natalie asks how she died. Nick tells her Erica's theory about contributing to life, and moving on when you become a burden. Natalie jerks his hand out of the sunlight almost as soon as he thrusts it into the light, angrily telling him suicide is never the answer. He wonders if it is not the perfect answer for his kind. He skirts the sunlight as he walks to the window. She tells him he is scaring her and to stay out of the light as she pushes him further into the darkness. She does not want to lose him.

He tells her that maybe eight hundred years is long enough. She tells him he's talking nonsense, he makes contributions to life every day. He tells her he has not been doing much lately, hearing frustration is a part of life. He steps towards the window, telling her maybe it is time he died. She shoves him back into the shadows, telling him he does not want to die any more than Marilyn Segal did, getting Nick's attention. She tells him their talk got her thinking so she went back and did a few more tests. Marilyn was six weeks pregnant. He stares at Natalie. Schanke is on the video intercom telling Nick to let him up and he had better have food. Nick kisses Natalie, both in a much better mood.

Schanke enters the loft and heads straight for the refrigerator, disgusted to see only a Jell-O like substance and the wine bottles as the contents. He grabs a wine bottle telling them it is truly pathetic, asking if Nick has an alcohol problem. He hears they were gifts and leftovers from parties. Schanke tells them red wine is not supposed to be refrigerated. Nick and Natalie play ignorant. Schanke does not understand how Marilyn's pregnancy means she was murdered. Schanke reaches for the bottle, which Nick pulls across the table to him. He gets the message. Natalie tells them it does not feel right that a woman who knew she was pregnant would kill herself. Schanke is searching for food, commenting that maybe she did not know that she was pregnant. Natalie reminds him Marilyn was a doctor. Schanke tells them maybe she did not want the baby and learns Marilyn was pro-choice, so she would have had an abortion if she did not want the baby. Nick suggests it might provide a motive.

Schanke is eating a Souvlaki as he knocks on the front door of the fiancé's apartment. Carl answers. Schanke apologizes for bothering him, he just had a couple of questions and didn't think he was up to it the other night. Carl admits he is still a basket case. They head upstairs. Carl tells Schanke the cat's Marilyn's, as is the décor. Schanke watches Carl. Schanke sees pictures on the bulletin board and learns Carl did not take them. Marilyn's in almost every picture. Schanke gets the same answers as the night before, Marilyn seemed depressed, tired all the time. Carl tells Schanke that in hindsight everything Marilyn did or said seemed suicidal. Schanke nods. Carl tells him she was distant, as if he is trying to give Schanke the answers he wants to hear. Schanke tells Carl her coworkers seem to think she would never kill herself. Carl says he loved her. He's angered and upset because the coworkers did not spend, as much time with Marilyn as he did, so he knew her better. Schanke tells Carl that he is married and understands. Schanke suggests losing the baby makes it worse, watching Carl closely. Carl has almost no reaction, finally telling Schanke they were never a hundred percent sure she was pregnant or he would have said something. Schanke finds Carl's reaction interesting. He tells Carl he feels bad and should have kept his mouth shut, working Carl for more information. He does not think she wanted to have a baby.

Inside the bullpen, Nick says it brings them back to the abortion question. Natalie tells them that if Marilyn did not want the baby, she would not have had it. Nick asks how Carl feels about it and is asked how would he feel if he was in med school and learned he was going to be a dad? Nick asks if the apartment was comfortable, cheerful, had plants and a pet. Schanke's surprised, telling him he is right, asking how he knew. Stonetree grows curious and approaches, telling them you cannot tell what is in someone's mind by how their house looks. Natalie says she thinks Marilyn was murdered. Schanke comments it was someone who did not want her to have a baby. Natalie adds they knew how to use a scalpel. Nick admits something's missing, but does not know what. Nick sees the clock and tells them he will be back in a couple of hours. Stonetree lets Nick go because he likes him thinking, passionate about the job again. Natalie gives Stonetree an uneasy smile. Schanke's confused, asks Nick where he will be, an hears it's obvious, the theater, not sure what business it is of Schanke's. Schanke's confused.

Nick is absorbed by the play. A young lady asks her grandmother what the man looked like. Grandma tells Catherine he was tall and attractive, his hair blonde and his eyes flashed with the confidence of a young man who believes he will never die.

Meanwhile, someone stalks the hospital corridor as Dean lies in his bed depressed, looking at a framed picture of Marilyn and him. He closes his eyes thinking.

At the theatre, the two women are dancing together, Catherine hears her grandmother tell her they slow danced all night. She was like a doll in his arms. When Catherine wants to dance faster, grandma tells her she has to wait for a boy to take her dancing. She must wait until she feels like her feet have left the floor and she's bursting at the seams with passion and energy, thirsting to squeeze every minute she can out of life. Catherine tells her it sounds wonderful making grandma wish she could live it all again. Catherine tells her she can stay, hearing grandma say it would not be the same. She pulls away telling Catherine the rising sun will fill her with warmth and life. It has been a long time since it warmed grandma.

In Dean's room, someone fills a syringe from a drug vial, while Dean is asleep.

Nick is still totally absorbed as Catherine begs her grandmother not to leave her. Grandmother says she must, because her time is done. It is time for Catherine to live her life to the fullest because she is the miracle of life. Grandma lives on through her.

As they enter the precinct, Nick asks Schanke what he would do if he was in love with someone about to die, wanting to know the best way to keep a part of the person alive. Schanke thinks it is a trick question.

At the hospital, Dr. Cole tells Nick and Schanke they just found Dean overdosed on Morphine and are working to save his life. Nick and Schanke wonder if that is just too coincidental. The same for Dr. Cole being that she was the one to find both Marilyn and Dean. Or is there more to it? A while later they learn Dean's conscious and enter.

Inside the room, Dean asks if it can wait until morning. Nick tells Dean they don't believe he's been entirely straight with them about him and Marilyn. Dean tells them they were close, but does not see what matters. Nick tells him he thinks they were very close.

In the Caddy, Schanke cannot believe Marilyn was going to have Dean's baby. Nick explains it was her way of making Dean immortal.

Inside the bullpen, Stonetree asks Nick how the theater was, learning it was enlightening. Stonetree asks Nick if he took Schanke. Nick asks if he is joking, he picked Schanke up on the way to the hospital. Stonetree learns they are setting a trap and smiles.

Schanke is at Carl's place, telling him his fiancé was murdered. Schanke mentions Dean snapped last night, saying the baby was his, totally obsessed with Marilyn. Carl tells him it is crazy, asking if Dean killed Marilyn. Schanke comments that as a med student he has heard all the stories about patients falling for doctors, only this one went too far. Carl asks if he was arrested, hearing Dean got a hold of an overdose of Morphine and spilled his guts, but is not dead because the dose was not large enough. They will get more when he wakes up.

Inside the hospital, Nick and Dean switch places. Dean gives Nick his hooded sweatshirt, asking if Nick believes in life after death. Nick tells him in a way he does. Dean comments how there is something in everyone that wants to live forever. Nick gives a small grin, telling Dean he will not get any arguments from him. Nick slips into the sweatshirt and into Dean's bed while Schanke hides in the supply closet next door. Schanke will come running when he hears Nick shout. Nick uses the hood to hide his blonde hair, keeps his back to the door and turns off the light to make the deception more believable.

Erica appears waiting for him to follow her as he once said he would. Nick tells her he still finds life exciting and thinks he has more to give. She loves the romantic in him, telling him his time will come. He tells her it won't, and if it does, it won't be by his own hand. She tells him becoming mortal is a fantasy. He tells her he still believes it.

Someone with long curly hair, in full surgical gear heads for Dean's room.

Nick tells Erica there are two ways to escape eternity, to join the dead as he pushes her away, or to join the living. She kisses his cheek, tells him she will be waiting and vanishes. Nick hears someone outside the door and curls up, back to the door again. The person enters, tells Dean if he wants to be with her, he will send them there, as he stabs Nick hard in the side with a knife. Nick yanks the knife out, brandishing it as he scares the guy, grabs him and pins him to the wall by his throat. He asks angrily growling if life is that cheap. The guy somehow gets loose. Nick gets hold of the surgical cap and wig, revealing Carl is the killer. A terrified Carl bolts. Nick chases Carl down the hall, catches him.

Nick is fully vamped out as slams Carl around then shoves him out the window, holding him by the front of his scrubs, demanding to know why Carl deserves to live. Carl's terrified, angrily tells Nick she was having Dean's baby, then begs Nick not to let him go. Schanke bursts in and sees Nick. He tells Nick to bring Carl in. Nick angrily, but softly, says Carl does not deserve to live. Schanke tells him to think of the paperwork if he drops him. Nick tosses Carl across the room. Schanke cuffs Carl, who is ranting to keep Nick away because he is a monster. Nick's features are normal again. Schanke tells Carl he is alive and not to blow it by insulting his partner. Schanke escorts Carl from the room.

At the theater the next night, Nick asks his friends what they thought of the play. Natalie thought it was great, very life affirming even if it was about death. Schanke found it sleep affirming. To him the word play means football. The actress from Erica's apartment approaches and nervously asks what they thought. Nick tells her it was a great play. She tells him it is too bad the critics did not agree. Nick comments it was the most insipid play he has ever seen, upsetting the actress. Nick tells her it was Romeo and Juliet's first review, and hopes Last Act has the same shelf life. He gives her Erica's ring, telling her Erica wanted her to have it. She asks if he knew Erica well and hears they danced a few dances together. The actress comments that Erica had an old soul. Nick tells her Erica did not when he knew her.

Schanke, tells his friends to come on, he is starving. He politely and somewhat automatically tells her it was a wonderful performance and an excellent play. Nick wishes her luck. Schanke tells them to explain the play to him because Myra is going to ask. Schanke's teased for sleeping through the middle of it. He asks what he missed. Natalie tells him only the Middle Ages. He teasingly asks if they were funny. When he is out of earshot, Nick tells Natalie he enjoyed them. Nick and Natalie share a look.

The end.

Dance by the Light of the Moon

Season 1 Episode 5

Written by - Roy Sallows

Directed by - Michael Levine

Guest stars:

Ann Foley.......................... Cyndy Preston

No other character names given, only actors.

Patrick McKenna, Michael Killinger, Murray Oliver, Betty-Lou Buckindale, Julie Crossen, Lauren Griffen, Marina-Rae Nicholas, Susan Rimar, Marie Siebert

Crawford meets Ann in an old warehouse. They hungrily kiss. She is pleased he brought the bundle she asked for.

She asks him what it is like to be a thief. When he is at a loss for words, she fills them in for him. He is totally turned on by her, the heat growing between them. He is caressing her body when he is strangled from behind. She watches, enjoying Crawford's struggle for life. Burkhart strangles Crawford until he falls to the floor dead. She comforts Burkhart, who cannot believe he did it. She rewards him with caresses, getting him to admit he liked it. They hungrily kiss a moment before he gasps and falls to the ground, a knife in his back. She tells him she liked it as she leaves.

In the precinct, Schanke refuses to believe a fellow detective killed the accountant. Burkhart is a straight arrow cop with many commendations and no disciplinary actions. Burkhart is a favorite of Stonetree's. Burkhart and the accountant, Crawford, were with Ann earlier. Burkhart's fingers were covered with abrasions matching the pattern on the cord Burkhart was strangled with. Schanke asks why the perfect cop would strangle an accountant. Nick tells him that both bodies had the same lipstick on them. Schanke is surprised the perfect cop had a lover.

Unfortunately, Stonetree overheard him and crankily tells Schanke that Burkhart forgot more about being a good cop than Schanke will ever know.  Stonetree is unable to figure out how or why his friend would do it. He gets confirmation the marks on Burkhart's fingers matched the cord pattern. Ben Crawford was a well-liked corporate accountant. No one understands why Burkhart would kill him. Nick gives Stonetree his condolences. Stonetree tells them he was just at Burkhart's house the other night. Schanke does not want any part of the weird case. Stonetree tells them he wants the truth, no matter how deep they have to dig because he's never known a more honest cop and wants to know what it takes to make someone like Burkhart kill.

In 1228 Paris, Nick is enjoying a victory dinner with his men. Janette enters and seduces him from across the room.

Stonetree wants an answer to the eternal question what makes a good man evil.

Inside Natalie's office, she is dictating her autopsy findings as Nick and Schanke enter. She has Nick smell the two bodies and then her wrist. All three share the same perfume, only the men did not get Provocateur over the counter. Nick, Schanke and Natalie believe there was a love triangle. The perfume does not narrow things down much as it is a standard type, but the lipstick does, as it is theatrical. Schanke's pager goes off and he calls in, then tells Nick and Natalie both dead guys called the same place during the last few days, a downtown strip club called Jilly's.

Inside Jilly's, Nick and Schanke see the exotic dancing with a DJ doubling as the club's announcer. Schanke's watching them, until Nick forces him to look straight ahead, reminding him he is married. Schanke acknowledges his marriage. Nick searches for the manager, and he is directed to the announcer. Nick enters the dancer's area annoying the announcer. He tells Nick the area is off limits, asking what he wants. Nick identifies himself as a cop and asks if the guy recognizes the people in two photos. The guy denies seeing them. Nick tells him he does not have any bribe money but he is sure thirty or forty officers could show up with some. The manager knows he's beaten, looks at the pictures and tells them he recognizes the cop, who has been in there a couple times before. He made a big impression and said he was there on business as he talked with a few of the girls.

The announcer introduces the next stripper, Miss Paris. Ann definitely captures Nick's attention. The manager tells Nick the men in the pictures thought she was a real beauty too.

There are quick flashbacks between Miss Paris seducing the men and Janette's face that night in 1228. He remembers eating, seeing her and was seduced.

Nick is backstage when Ann heads for her dressing room, commenting he must be a VIP to be allowed back there. Nick shows his badge surprising her and confirms she's Ann Foley. She invites him into her dressing room as she changes. She slips behind a screen. Nick uses the time to look around, maybe find a lipstick or perfume match. She asks him what he wants. He mentions Ben Crawford and David Burkhart, commenting that she knew both men. As they talk, he has to toss her various clothing items. Nick takes a lipstick sample with his fingernails, being careful not to leave obvious marks. She explains that she talked to Crawford a few times and Burkhart only twice. Crawford talked about his golf scores while Burkhart wanted answers. Burkhart was there investigating someone who frequented the club, but doesn't know anything else. She tells him to keep digging.

Schanke opens the door and is jealous of Nick and Ann. The mood is broken as she sees Schanke. Nick's expression is a oh-damn-why-now one, wishing they'd had more time alone. She asks Nick if they will see each other again and he tells her he thinks so.

Crawford had a major reputation at the club, and was a conservative spender most of the time, but would occasionally toss around money, having once joked it didn't matter because it wasn't his. Schanke hoped to find out what that meant. Nick fishes the lipstick samples from under his nails with his pocketknife, wiping them on a clean handkerchief. Nick sees Schanke watching the woman dance in front of Schanke, and asks if they are on duty because one of them has to solve the case. Schanke teases Nick about drooling over Ann, and about how you never know what will turn you on. Nick is amused and curious. Schanke admits autumn afternoons, plaid skirts and knee socks do it for him, telling Nick a story about his school days. Nick all too well knows the power women hold. He hears Janette call his name and flashes back to that night in 1228 Paris.

Janette leads Nick to a comfortable bed, calling him a brave knight, brave crusader, conqueror, asking if he is ready to be conquered. He tells her he is. She asks if he can truly surrender, after all he has won. She will not let him kiss her. She asks if he can surrender to the darkness of the soul, the richness of the night and weakness of desire. How badly does he wants her and how strong are his weaknesses.

In Jilly's, Schanke tells Nick they have to face the facts, that it is all an elaborate game. Women cannot be trusted as far as you can throw their credit cards. Nick tells Schanke to get out of the dark ages because women are not to blame for all the evils of the world. Schanke listens, thinking Nick's talking from experience. Nick tells him that everyone has a dark side with a million possible triggers. Greed, fear, women, and lust for power among them.

Nick's alarm clock goes off as he is lying in bed thinking. Moments later he reluctantly gets up and goes downstairs where he opens a shutter part way, the rising sunlight engulfing him, but not burning him. A part of him seems to regret giving up the sunlight, but a part does not.

Schanke enters and tells Nick he talked to Crawford's boss, learning the company had been investigating Crawford for the last two weeks. He was dirty. Nick asks how dirty and hears he embezzled fifty thousand dollars from Five Star Oil, a big, multi-national company and a client. Nick inquires why Crawford would try to pull such a high visibility maneuver. Schanke suggests cheap thrills. Nick tells him it was anything but cheap. Crawford had taken over fifty thousand dollars over a two-month period. Schanke does not know what Crawford did with the money as there were no bank deposits and no purchases. That if something was bought, it was not anything permanent. The telephone rings. Nick starts to say Schanke's there, but Schanke motions that he is home sleeping, so Nick passes along the message. Schanke's exhausted, falling asleep in the chair.

In Natalie's office, she tells him the lipstick samples from the handkerchief did not match color wise. Both were exotics, one from Japan and one from Taiwan. They were different colors but the same type. She knows he got the samples from a stripper's dressing room, asking Nick if he has anyone in mind and he tells her he does, but does not say it is Natalie. She is a little hurt thinking the stripper is on his mind.

Ann leaves Jilly's and feels someone watching her, but no one's there. After she is down the alley, Nick steps out of a doorway and follows her. As she is driving home she checks her rear view mirror and sees Nick's Caddy behind her. Nick pulls up across the street moments later. He searching for her apartment window, taking to the sky when he locates it.  Ann enters her apartment and as she approaches the back door, she sees Nick standing by the sliding door, curtains blowing in the breeze.

Ann tells Nick she admires a man who is not afraid to go after what he wants, hoping her nervousness doesn't show. Nick asks if it is because she is not afraid to go after what she wants as they are face to face. She tells him it could be, and she did not think the service elevator came that far up. He asks how a stripper can afford a luxury apartment. She tells him one does not. He asks if an accountant owns it, comments that a cop on a basic salary could not afford it. She tells him it belongs to someone practicing corporate law. He asks who and is she reminded not to let appearances fool him. He is a little thrown to learn she is the lawyer who owns the apartment.

In 1228 Paris, Nick and Janette are seducing each other. She is not as immune as she wants him to think she is. She calls him strong, a defender of the cross, asking him who he really is as their seduction intensifies.

Nick tells Ann that he feels it would be a mistake to underestimate her. She tells him that it is good to trust your feelings and most people never dare to. He tells her there are a lot of things most people would never dare, slightly seductively. She tells him it is a shame, that to not dare is to not live and walks away. Janette and Ann are both seducers, teasers and use it to get whatever they want.

Nick and Janette are in Paris. She is still seducing him and he is enjoying it, seducing her as well. She asks him if he can feel her darkness absorbing his light, the power and danger of her darkness. Rational thinking is not high on his priority list, which she knows and is using to her advantage as their passion escalates.

In Ann's apartment, she asks if there is anything else he needs to discuss with her. He tells her he wants to discuss Burkhart and Crawford's murders with her because she is a suspect. She looks a little uneasy. Nick tells her the men did not associate with each other, yet they both knew her. Lipstick like hers was found on both bodies. She comments he is looking for the murderer's murderer. He tells her making that distinction is interesting. She comments that when a cop strangles someone it is big news, no matter what happens to the cop afterwards. Nick is surprised her slip up, telling her they never released that information to the press, and that her lipstick would have convicted her. She disagrees, telling him all the evidence is circumstantial and he knows it. He asks if she has an alibi, hearing that there are a lot of men in high places who'd vouch for her, so she'd owe them one. Nick tells her she would be lying. She asks if he has ever lied, and that everyone likes. They like to pretend, to hide the dark parts of themselves. It is the part that fascinates her. She comments that he's more curious about her, than why she gave up the law, and that she gave it up to live in that pure part of herself that most people are afraid to visit. She wants to make others do the same, and watch their helplessness as their civilized selves slip away. He asks if she thinks murder is civilized. She asks if he is civilized or lying. She does not know he is a vampire when she asks if his entire life is a lie.

Nick flashes back to Janette's seduction of him and realizes how much alike the two women are in their techniques and the result.

In Ann's apartment, she is seducing him, telling him he does not want her to have an alibi and want her so badly he cannot remember his name. It is taking its toll on Nick. He tells her she does not want him to forget himself. The dark part of him wants control to revel in the darkness. The rational part still has control and intends to keep it. She tells him she only wants the darkest, dangerous half, not realizing how dangerous that is to say to a vampire.

Nick hears Janette tell him to say goodbye to the light because he knows it will never again satisfy him as she finishes her seduction.

Ann is seriously seducing Nick. He tells her she does not know what she is asking, fighting the urge to give her exactly what she thinks she wants. She tells him she can feel the evil with in, making her want him so badly. She comments she wants him to do something that will bring her his darkest part.

Nick again hears Janette tell him that only darkness can satisfy him.

Ann tells Nick there is much more to life if one plays outside the rules and takes chances. They are nibbling on each other's lips, cheeks and necks. Ann tells Nick she needs something to push them over the edge.

Janette tells him that no matter how good and shining a knight he was, the darkness was always there.

Ann tells Nick she wants him to steal something important that will be missed, asking if he has ever done it before. She wants him to tell her how it feels.

Janette tells Nick the darkness was always there and stronger than anything else in his heart or mind.

Ann tells Nick to bring her Burkhart's casebook. Nick seems to be seriously testing his control, and seems to be approaching the limit, without it progressing and seriously endangering Ann's life.

At the precinct, Nick's looks like hell. Schanke teases him about being Casanova, teasing him about where he spent the night. Nick tells Schanke and Stonetree he did not get much sleep. Nick's not in a good mood. Schanke grumbles that spending the night with a stripper, who is a suspect, is not work. Nick tells them he is not sure Ann checks out. Stonetree stops it before it can get out of control. Schanke tells Nick that he was working, and got a lead from Burkhart's wife. Schanke tells them about the case notebook Burkhart always had with him, and it is missing. Stonetree tells them it is at his house because he was checking to see if there was anything useful in it. Nick asks if he can borrow it and Schanke grumpily tells him it is a good idea as he is off duty. Stonetree gives Nick his key and tells him where the notebook is.

Nick enters Natalie's office and hears she wanted to see him because she found something to help the case, but is not sure he still cares. He asks what she found and learns there were three unsolved murders in the last four years, and one was a double murder like this one. Natalie is further aggravated when he does not seem to care, and tells him she knows about his new diversion. Her hurt shows as she smacks his chest with the towel.

Inside Ann's apartment, she is holding Burkhart's notebook as she and Nick hungrily kiss. She pulls away and tosses the notebook into the fire with a grin, surprising him. Nick has a pang of guilt, wondering how he is going to explain it to Stonetree. When he asks why she is burning the book, she tells him she never wanted it, just wants to know how it felt to steal it. They hungrily kiss. He tells her it was simple, easy, and felt good. Ann tells him they can go much deeper. More intense kisses are shared as she learns he wants to go deeper. She does not realize that has Nick's probably done every 'worse' thing there is.

The next night, Stonetree is digging through the paperwork on his desk trying to find the notebook, telling Nick he saw it there the other night. Nick tells Stonetree he looked where Stonetree said to, and it will probably show up. Stonetree suggests Schanke found it, as he said he found something and might be able to close the case, but did not say what. Nick is uneasy as he leaves. Stonetree reminds Nick Ann is a suspect, to bring her in.

Nick apologizes for his behavior. Schanke's a bit wary of Nick's sudden about face. The case has made them both a bit edgy. Schanke tells Nick he found out some information about Ann. A couple years back there were some murders in Buffalo that were very similar to those here. All the victims were regular patrons of a strip club and Ann was there as well. Nick comment that he thinks Ann will tell them about it, and would like to talk to her before Stonetree. Schanke goes along with it, pleasing Nick.

Nick and Schanke arrive at the dark warehouse and decide to bring Ann in if she starts talking in circles. Nick and Schanke call out to Ann, Schanke some distance ahead of Nick. Ann appears and reveals her outfit is exactly what turns Schanke on, including the right school plaid. He likes it. She tells him it is not her style, but she wore it for him. He cannot believe Nick told her about it. She tells him about the debate among women, asking if they dress to compete with each other or to impress a man. She tells him she is flattered that he enjoyed her dancing. She kisses him and he kisses her back. Schanke asks where Nick is. A cord is wrapped around Schanke's throat from behind. Schanke cannot pull the cord loose and falls, revealing Nick is strangling him. Nick approaches Ann, who tells him she was right about it being in him. They kiss. She asks him to tell her about it. There is more kissing before he asks her what killing Burkhart felt like. She tells him it felt fantastic. Nick keeps her talking until she has confessed that she enjoyed putting the knife into Burkhart. He shows none of the earlier hunger. She asks if he knows exactly how it feel, which he denies. Nick tells her she has the right to remain silent, revealing the microphone taped under the lapel of his jacket.

Ann's angry at being betrayed and orders her partner to kill Nick. He fires and Nick goes down. The man pulls Ann out of the warehouse. Schanke rubs his throat. He sees Nick lying on the floor and asks if he is okay. Nick tells him the guy missed. He just tripped on something. Nick asks how Schanke is. Schanke tells him not to worry, he'll just wear turtlenecks. They get up and take off after the killers. Once outside, Nick and Schanke split up to cut them off. The male killer shoots at Schanke while Ann runs up the fire escape to the roof. Schanke is exchanging fire with the male, while Nick spots Ann and takes off for the roof of the building. Schanke shoots the male and he goes down. Ann's trying to escape and sees Nick. He tells her it is over. She tells him she thought he had it in him, but he is just a tourist as she backs towards the edge. Nick tells her to get away from the edge and she tells him she wants to know what it feels like to die and jumps. Nick is surprised, yet not totally surprised. A part of him is sad for the needless loss of life.

Nick approaches Ann's broken body and kneels down beside her. She tells him it feels good, pain making her voice a little uneven. It hurts to see someone take their own life to escape punishment, to die for the thrill of it. She looks peaceful in death.

Inside the bullpen, Schanke learns they are late because Nick wanted to drop off something for Natalie and teases Nick about always being on the make. Nick tells him he has a dirty mind. Schanke does not buy Nick's comment he and Nat are just good friends. Nick tells Schanke he did not think he would understand. Schanke is slightly sarcastically comments that Nick understands women so much better than he does. Nick comments it takes years of practice. Schanke asks why Ann Foley wanted Nick to kill him, and learns it was because Schanke was onto her. Schanke disagrees, commenting that she wanted him dead long before he had a lead on her, and it was because of Burkhart's casebook. Stonetree tells them it contained only vague assumptions about Crawford's embezzling. Nick confirms it. Seeing Schanke's waiting for an answer, he tells him that Ann was uncomplicated. Everything she did was for the thrill, and it killed her. Nick reminds them that sometimes you get more than you bargained for.

In Natalie's empty office, a single red rose is draped across Natalie's keyboard while a bottle of perfume sits between the keyboard and CPU.

In Paris, the seduction ends as Janette moves away. Nick asks where she is going and she sadly looks at him. He tries to figure out what is going to happen. LaCroix enters, making Nick instantly very uneasy. Janette does not sound too happy as she introduces LaCroix. LaCroix tells Nick they are going to be friends for a long, long time as he nearly floats over to Nick, vamps out and growls. Nick tries to put more distance between him and the creature with glowing yellow eyes and fangs. Momentarily, Nick accepts his fate.

The end.
Dying to Know You
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Mrs. Jennifer Hedges, a wealthy mother and her daughter, Janice, get out of their limousine, telling the driver, George, that they will be back in ten minutes. As they walk across the street to the stores, George knows it will be at least and an hour and he settles back for a nap.

George sees a man dressed like a chauffeur approach and lowers the window. The man grabs George by the neck and jabs a syringe into George's neck, killing him.

A young woman, Denise Ford, stretches after finishing her workout.

Jennifer comments to Janice that new women need new wardrobes as they get into their limousine and instruct George on the next stop. They do not realize it is not George until the driver goes the wrong way. George has been shoved to the passenger side floor up front. It is not until the driver goes too fast and turns too roughly that Jennifer knows it is not George and they are in trouble.

Denise is relaxing in a bubble bath when she is suddenly startled by something.

The limousine continues on its rough, speedy journey until it enters open doors of a warehouse outside the downtown area and parks.

Denise calls Stonetree to report a kidnapping she saw, but has no details.

Inside the crime scene, Nick is examining tire tread evidence when Schanke nearly steps on it. Nick comments on it not being Schanke's shift, and Schanke grumbles that he wants to know why he is there. Stonetree tells Schanke he called in most of the day shift because the missing people are Conrad Hedges' wife and daughter. Hedges arrives, and heads for Stonetree. Schanke approaches Denise and informs her that only crime scene personnel are allowed. She tells him it definitely was a kidnapping and they used a dark brown van. She is a fan of Hedges' Human Touch Foundation's charity work. Hedges considers psychic last resort, isn't happy one has been brought in, wants to know why there's been no ransom demand and orders them to keep him informed every step of the way.

Schanke tells Nick that Myra's aunt believes she's psychic, and made his life a living hell by telling Myra he would not live to see another spring, causing Myra to become a health nut. He asks Nick if he has ever eaten any of that crap, commenting that he has never seen what Nick does eat. Meanwhile, Denise is trying to get a reading from the limousine.

Denise has an intense reaction to sitting in the driver's seat, grabs her throat with both hands, vividly seeing and feeling the murder. She tells them the driver was killed before the kidnapping. Nick leans on the car near her, causing her to see disturbing images from his past. She is seriously confused because she cannot separate them from the kidnapping. Nick looks a bit puzzled and concerned when she says she sees a black shape flying against the moon, among other very old things. Schanke is convinced that she is a phony, gesturing that she is crazy.

An officer tells them that no one saw anything because they do not want to get involved. When Nick mentions the brown van, Schanke asks why he believes Denise, especially since he lived past the spring. Denise tells them where the chauffeur is. The two detectives head off in that direction. Nick finds the chauffeur upstairs stuffed inside an industrial air conditioning vent, even as Schanke was pretty sure the three had run off to Mexico together and were having an affair.

Inside the morgue, Denise tells Natalie that for the first time she is having a problem with image clarity as Natalie uncovers George's face. Nick and Schanke enter and approach the two ladies. Denise puts her hands on the victim's head, telling them she sees George in the limousine mumbling he has at least an hour before they return. Nick's hand on the autopsy table, causes her to see disturbing, painful images from his past including sunlight being death. She tells him she cannot get much more because the images are too mixed up. She gets some extremely intense and disturbing images from Nick's past, including some with LaCroix and Janette. Denise is unstable as she pulls away from the corpse. Nick tries to sort out what she saw, wondering how much was from his past. Denise looks at Nick wondering about what or who he is, and if anything she saw was real. Nick puts her hand back on the victim's body. She tries again getting a little useful information, but also more of Nick's past, darker, more disturbing, more violent this time, including a fully vamped out, angrily growling Nick. She screams and backs away from Nick. Natalie's concerned, asking what is wrong as she steadies Denise. Denise is in a fear-induced panic as she tells them she has to go or she will lose her mind. She bolts causing Nick and Natalie to look at each other, both wondering if Denise knows he is a vampire.

The next morning, Stonetree feels the heat Hedges' is applying to the Commissioner for a fast solution, admits there is no word from the kidnappers, Hedges' telephones are tapped and his detectives are handling it. Stonetree asks Schanke what he learned about Human Touch. Schanke tells a story about his grandmother calling Mother Teresa a saint and that Hedges has a picture of Mother Teresa giving him a hug on his wall. He says found nothing, the man's a saint. Stonetree reminds him that saints are often the dirtiest with the most skeletons in their closets, and more enemies. He tells Schanke to keep digging.

Hedges arrives and tells them to spend some time looking for the kidnappers, giving them an envelope that came to him through the office and was widely handled. Schanke still handles it carefully not wanting to spoil any remaining trace evidence. Hedges identifies the gold ring inside as the one he gave his daughter on her twenty-first birthday. There is a ransom note for a million dollars in nothing bigger than a twenty, and if the police are involved, his wife and daughter are dead. Stonetree points out that at least they know the hostages are alive. Although Hedges thinks psychics are a waste of time, he allows Nick and Denise to come to his house in the hope of finding a clue. Stonetree tells Hedges that Denise has produced results many times and believes this time will be no different.

Nick's driving around in the Caddy thinking, and flashing back to Colonial New England between 1649-1659.

Matthew's terrified and locks himself in his barn. He saw Nick fly past the moon. Nick notices his friend's \very upset and inquires why. Matthew is stunned to see Nick when he just saw him outside a moment ago, knowing that someone cannot be in two places at the same time. Nick tells Matthew he has been brushing his horse for the last hour. Matthew admits he saw Nick fly, believing he saw a demon, not buying Nick's explanations, or comment that a devout man would never see a demon or be troubled by one.  Matthew's further upset and says he is a tormented sinner because of the unearthly things he has seen. Nick is worried about his friend.

Denise hears a knock on her door and lets Nick in, apologizing for her earlier hysterics, telling him she has a headache. When Nick suggest she sees a doctor, she tells him it comes from her mind being overloaded, and is not the first such headache that she has had. When she asks if he believes in past lives, he does not give a definite answer, causing her to tell him he should believe. Nick's unsure what to make of it and is unsettled, pretty sure she's seen glimpses of what he is. He hopes she does not put it all together.

Nick and Denise arrive at Conrad Hedges' mansion, comment on the size of it, especially since he is the chairman of a charity. Denise comments that there's no reason a charity worker has to be poor, and tells Nick about the two years she volunteered in one of Human Touch's missions in South America, and personally met Hedges, who's a nice guy.

Inside the house, Hedges is looking at a briefcase with half a million in bank wrapped bundles of bills, which was all he could get on such short notice. He hopes it's enough, anxious to get his family back safely and is staying by the phone until they call.

Denise hears psychic voices in the house, Jennifer, Janice and Conrad. She thinks its Janice and Conrad fighting over her being old enough to pick her own friends. He tells her he is the boss as long as she lives there. She tells him she is tired of his interference and sick of the bullying. He tells her she knows where the door is. As Denise heads upstairs she gets more glimpses of Nick is past, some unpleasant. She passes a mirror and sees Nick vamped out, blood dribbling down his chin.

Inside the master bedroom, she picks up a document and psychically hears a nasty argument between Conrad and Jennifer. He is warning her to stop something, threatening each other. Family life is nowhere near as happy as they showed in public. Jennifer asks him how he can be so two faced, and is warned to stay out of his business. He demands the return of something. She says they will talk about it later, and he is breaking a promise to Jennifer. Denise gets more violent flashes from Nick's past, which confuse and upset her.

She reaches the breaking point and runs from the room, telling Nick that Stonetree needs to get another psychic because she's not doing any good and nothing's making sense. Nick manages to calm her down by reassuring her she is doing well. She's in Janice's room and hears the same psychic voices, this time Janice is telling Conrad to leave her alone and that he is hurting her. He tells her to shut up, that she does not understand. Denise is again assaulted by the violent images from Nick's past, and cannot shake them. She screams, is scared and bolts. Nick stops her at the front door and reassures Hedges that everything's under control. The telephone rings and Nick reminds Hedges it could be the kidnappers.

Hedges answers the phone. Nick gets Denise to tell him what she sees. She tells him she keeps seeing him in another time, with blood on his face, asking what it means. Nick's not sure what to say and is spared by Hedges telling him the call is for him. Nick takes the telephone, turning off the recorder. It is not what Nick wanted to hear. Schanke tells him they found Jennifer Hedges dead in a field with her throat slit. Nick's expression tells Hedges and Denise more than they need to know, stunning Denise.

 Denise is at the morgue, her hands on the sides of the victim's face trying to see more images, but Nick's past clouds it again. She's frustrated and pulls away and runs out the door. Natalie tells Nick she is pretty sure Denise knows. Nick knows she is right.

In the colonial barn, Matthew asks the Lord to deliver him from his torment and fears he is going insane due to the strange things he has seen and cannot live like that. Nick leaves disturbed by this.

Hedges makes a television plea for the safe return of Janice. Stonetree is not happy as it makes them look bad. He is surprised Denise did not find anything at the house. Stonetree reminds Schanke she found the chauffeur. Schanke comments they would have found him with a thorough search of the building. They need to make sure Hedges is tailed during the ransom delivery, but Hedges does not have to know about it. Nick tells them he's not sure it really is a kidnapping killing a hostage before ransom is paid does not make sense because you're wasting an asset. He comments that other things are off too.

A reporter cannot get anything from Schanke until she heavily compliments his work. She gets Schanke to reveal more than he should before he realizes it, including the use of a psychic. Schanke realizes he goofed and tries to cover it up, telling her it was off the record.

Denise tells Stonetree she is off the case because the weird images she is getting are threatening her sanity. Stonetree tries to understand, comfort her and stay patient. She tells him it is a combination of Nick and the case, but Nick didn't do anything to her.

Nick flashes back to Matthew again. The sun is rising and a vamped out Nick searches for the intruder of the barn as he locks the door. It is Matthew. Matthew asks Nick about his nocturnal activities. Nick apologizes for upsetting Matthew, thanks him for his hospitality, and tells him he is incapable of miracles. He tries to whammy Matthew but cannot. It only upsets Matthew further, who throws him out, immediately regretting hurting his friend. Nick is saddened by having lost another friend. Matthew begs Nick to tell him what's going on and Nick tells him he is one of God's creatures, which horrifies Matthew.

Natalie hands Nick a light blue drink, as he tells her he never told Matthew what he was. She tells him that the truth will set him free. He disagrees. She sees him examining the thick liquid and tells him protein does not have to be red to be potent. She tells him to drink, and it is all in his mind. He tells her that if he does not get out of Denise's mind she will not have one left. He tapes a sip and hates it as she tells him people no longer believe in demonic possession. He comments that they do not believe in vampires either. Natalie tells him to tell Denise the truth, that she knows and is not crazy. Stonetree calls, demanding to know what he did to Denise because she has quit the investigation. Nick tells him he has no idea. Nick is surprised to hear they lost Hedges that he disappeared with the money. Nick tells Natalie to tell Schanke to meet him at Hedges and leaves through the window. She sternly tells him not to go but he does not listen.

Nick stops by Denise's on his way to meet with Schanke. He starts to let himself in and flashes back to Matthew.

After his hunting, Nick enters the barn and sees his friend hanging from the rafters, no longer able to handle his demons. Nick feels both sad and responsible for his friend taking his own life.

Nick's disturbed as he returns to the present, breaks the lock and lets himself in.

Denise is thinking and does not notice Nick until he is in the room. She is startled, scared and tries to get away from him, telling him to stay away. She asks if he is responsible for what's happening to her, blames him, and tells him it is a dream, a nightmare, a vision. He approaches her showing her he's real, telling her it's all real bringing her hand to his face. It helps. She tells him she saw a monster, a killer. He squats down before her telling her he used to kill, asking her to believe the unbelievable as he reveals his true nature. Her gasp saddens him as his features revert to normal. He tells her he will not hurt her, and he only showed her so she would know she wasn't losing her mind. She asks if he's a vampire and seems awed by it. Nick confirms it with a small grin, which quickly fades.

She tells him that ever since she was a little girl she could tell what people's secrets were, but his is the most unique. She asks if he drinks blood, and comments that that she saw him in a coffin. He's amused and tells her he does not drink human blood anymore and does not sleep in a coffin. He is pleased she is accepting him so easily. She asks his age. He grins telling her he is 800. She tells him it is amazing, scary, weird, the best part being she's not crazy.

He tells her Conrad Hedges has disappeared. She tells him they have to go back to the house because she wants to confirm some very bad feelings she got.

She asks him if he can fly. He gives her a small smile and nod. She asks him to take her with him sometime and hears he will think about it.

Schanke is waiting at Hedges' house for them and grumbles about being dragged out of bed. Nick silently apologizes for being late. Schanke is happy to see Denise. She tells him his wife was bowling in a way that makes him doubt it. As soon as he's alone he calls Myra and learns she was actually playing poker. He teases her about not knowing how to play and her unheard comments wipe the smile right off his. His sarcastic comments only dig him in deeper. Apparently, her responses leave him stunned with hurt feelings. He apologizes when he goes over the line, pulling the telephone from his ear, before hanging up.

Inside the master bedroom, Denise is tuned into the angry voices around her. She learns Jennifer cannot believe Conrad stole the food from the hungry children. Nick is downstairs trying to get something from the tape, but it was stopped when the call came. He asks Schanke why he would want the call to be a secret and hears that maybe it was his fear and not wanting the police involved.

Denise frantically calls for Nick. Both men run to her as fast as they can. She tells them about the strong sense of violence, the arguments and voices she heard. She admits Jennifer and Janice know a secret Conrad desperately wanted kept secret, but does not know what it is. Schanke's irritated and asks why she did not tell them earlier. She admits to having other things on her mind, which he does not buy. She asks when he became a believer and tells her an open mind is necessary, not about to admit the truth. Nick tells Schanke to stay there and bring Hedges in if he returns.

Hedges is inside a warehouse checking his watch, briefcase clutched in his hand.

Natalie's in her office off duty and is reading a just finished report when Nick, Schanke, and Denise arrive. Denise still cannot get any information from Jennifer's body. Nick asks Natalie for confirmation that she was asphyxiated, and if there is anything unusual. Natalie reads from a report that her nails were painted, and that two milligrams of dirt were found under her fingernails along with a small amount of Caucasian skin, probably male, and commercial grade powdered milk. Natalie comments on the oddity of a rich person having powdered milk under their nails, as it would be found in a poor household. Nick tells her it could be found in the warehouse of charitable organization. Denise tells them about the huge Human Touch Foundation warehouse outside of the downtown area.

Nick refuses to let Denise come, even when she tells him she will be able to tell if the daughter's there and alive. He tells both women to stay put before leaving. Denise tells Natalie that Hedges' betrayed her and storms out.

A car enters the Human Touch food depot and two men get out. Hedges demands to know why they are late, and has to confirm he's alone. He asks where Janice is and tells her she is alive. Hedges emotionlessly tells them they were supposed to kill her.

Nick breaks in and listens from high above, shielded from view by a concrete pillar. Hedges tells the two thugs he's paying them half a million for both murders, not one. One thug tells Hedges they like Janice. Hedges asks where his daughter is. They demand the money first, reminding Hedges that Janice knows about his embezzling from Human Touch. Conrad reluctantly hands over the money, which is checked. Conrad learns not only is his daughter in the trunk, but she's alive and knows he arranged their deaths. They tell Hedges that if he wants her dead, he has to do it, tossing him the keys as they leave.

Hedges finds the right key and hesitantly opens the trunk, his only regret is that she knows. He might be slightly regretful he has to kill her, a little bothered by the sight of her bound and gagged. He aims his weapon at her as she whimpers for him not to kill her.

Denise's arrival startles Hedges as she calls him a bunch of nasty names, and that he knew she would find the truth. Nick tries to stop her as Hedges turns her way. Nick vamps out and takes care of the two thugs, then goes for Hedges, weapon drawn. Hedges holds Denise hostage, gun in he side, telling Nick to stay away. Nick tosses his gun away and Denise is shot, and falls to the floor. Nick vamps out and tosses Hedges across the room into a cement wall knocking him out. Nick removes the gag from Janice's mouth and tells her she will be okay. He then rushes to Denise's side, picks up her limp body and takes to the air. She comes around and is thrilled to be flying, telling him how lucky he is that he can fly. He tells her to save her strength. She thanks him and dies contentedly in his arms.

Nick is sulking in his loft. Natalie tells him he could not have saved Denise. Nick tells her that revealing his secret freed her mind and hooked her on the case. If he had kept his secret, she would still be alive. Natalie reminds him Denise would have gone crazy.  She reminds him that it is not his fault that she went back to the case, it was her choice. Nick mutters that she is right, giving her a small smile. She puts her hand on his shoulder then leaves knowing he needs to be alone.

Nick is amusing himself at him as he thinks about everything that happened, but it only makes him more restless so he leaves.

Inside the Captain's office, Stonetree tells Nick how Hedges had been skimming off the top for years, confirms that the daughter found out. Nick and Natalie enter with food. Stonetree tells Nick he did a great job, and reminds him to take backup next time. It appears that Hedges is the only dirty person inside the organization so it is up to the spin-doctors to save it. Schanke finds the tofu burger disgusting and grabs Nick's protein shake to wash it down and finds it worse. He bolts for the bathroom. Natalie looks down at the shake wondering why no one likes it, almost trying it herself.

The end.

False Witness

Season 1, episode 7

Written by Naomi Janzen

Directed by Jorge Montesi

Guest Stars:

Murray Cozack.................................. John Evans

Mistress Tamara Dugan..................... Ellin Dubin

No character names given.

Marvin Doyle, Kelly Fiddick, Dean Gabourie, Garth Dyke, Rosemary Lawless, Robert Russell, Alexa Gilmour, Robert Thomas, Richard Partington, Lili Francks, Joanna Hartley

Pete Farber says that the woman on the pornographic videotape reminds him of Betty Gilroy, and asks his friend if he agrees. He then says it is too bad about Betty. Murray Cozack says the woman on the tape is much better than Betty was.

Nick comments to Schanke on the total lack of subtlety coming over the wire. Schanke is in the wiretap truck and Nick is in the Caddy. Schanke mutters to himself that they want the tape but Pete needs to use a little tact. He tells Nick to get ready, as they cannot blow it again. Cozack is getting suspicious. Nick tells him they have to trust Pete.

Cozack asks Pete why they are suddenly talking about Betty Gilroy, commenting that she is a dead issue. Pete tells him it is a shame Cozack got the last go at her. Pete knows Cozack will kill him if he finds the wire. Cozack kicks the table, spilling Pete's drink down his front. Cozack wipes it off, terrifying Pete, and finds the wire. Cozack rips the wire off Pete as the detective in the truck puts out the word Pete has been made. Nick is already in flight, vamped out, heading for the building, as it is the fastest way there. Pete is scared, explaining that the cops made him do it, trying to save his life. Schanke and the other detective bolt from the truck. Murray pulls out a revolver and shoots Pete as Pete tells him he is sorry. Nick bursts through the window behind Cozack as Murray's bending down, putting the gun next to Pete's body. Nick grabs Cozack, who struggles to free himself, claiming he is innocent.

Nick is grumbling they did a heck of a job looking out for Pete as he walks past the body. Schanke reminds him Pete knew it was dangerous and volunteered. Nick asks if volunteering to avoid eighteen months in jail is truly volunteering. Nick and Schanke learn there is nothing so far. Schanke stands in front of the large video collection saying it's interesting but has nothing relating to Betty Gilroy. Nick tells him to keep looking. Schanke comments that if a tape of Cozack strangling his sex partner exists, he would be an idiot to leave it lying around. Schanke tells Nick the department has been after Cozack since long before Nick showed up. Schanke admits he wished he had arrived in time to save Pete. Nick tells him he wishes he'd arrived a few seconds soon, hearing he shouldn't beat himself up because he was a superhero to get there as fast as he did, asking how he got there so fast.

Schanke and Nick see pictures of a semi-clothed female teenager, Schanke calls them grad pictures, while Nick calls them baby pictures. Cozack is led by in handcuffs, asking if he is stupid enough to kill a guy on a wire with the police right outside, that Pete shot himself. Cozack calls himself a businessman providing a service, which is more than he can say about the cops. Stonetree tells Cozack he does not want to know what he thinks of him. Cozack comments they have nothing on him. Angst and guilt show on Nick's face. Nick comments he saw Cozack kill Farber, even if he crashed through the window a moment or two after he heard the shot. Cozack is surprised, pretty sure the cop's lying, but says nothing. Stonetree comments it looks like they finally got Cozack, congratulating Nick for a job well done. Nick does not feel too good about what he did, but cannot back out now.

Mistress Tamara Dugan is questioned by Schanke. She, Cozack and Farber are business associates. She came by because they were going to shoot something. Schanke asks for her telephone number, to which she replies that cops are some of her best clients, and then tells him to look her up in the phone book.

Nick is confused when he walks into the bullpen and sees the celebration, especially the cheers and applause for him. He asks what's going on, hearing it is a party thanking him for bagging the un-baggable. He jokes that for a second he thought he was having another birthday, making everyone laugh. A young uniformed officer toasts Nick, telling him they all owe him one for ending the Cozack – Farber regime of illegal use of teenage girls. There is another round of cheers. Schanke tells Nick his wife slaved for hours over the cake and does not want to hear anything about Nick's crazy diet. Stonetree tells Nick that the Crown Prosecutor is waiting in his office. Nick follows Stonetree. Schanke cuts the cake.

Inside a dark office, the Crown Prosecutor tells Nick she needs a quick statement from him, and then he can rejoin his party. The tape recorder is to make sure typos do not get in the way of justice.

Natalie enters the bullpen to deliver a file and sees the festivities. The same young officer asks if she is there for Nick's party. He tells her Nick's an amazing cop, the story of how Nick did it would blow her away. He leaves. Natalie knows the cops are the ones who would be stunned if they knew how Nick really did it. A glass is pushed in her face. She accepts it thanking the person.

Inside the dark office, Nick gives his statement as the tape recorder makes an official record, his voice rather unemotional. He tells the mortal version of how he did it, as it is shown. He realized the informant was in danger so he left the car to try to get closer. He came to a fence, seeing no way around, he climbed over it.  Then, ran across the yard towards the warehouse where he saw there was an open window and climbed through it (after ripping off the plywood, revealing iron bars over the window). Once inside he saw stairs and followed them up. When he heard voices, he figured he was near Cozack and Farber. He could not make out what they were saying, but could tell they were in the room at the end of the hall, where there was an open door. He ran for the door when he heard Pete beg Cozack not to shoot, knowing the situation was out of control. He entered, seeing Cozack pull the trigger and shot Farber dead. She asks if he truly saw that.

Nick flashes back to what really happened. He was still a fair distance away when he heard Pete tell Cozack he was sorry and then heard the gunshot. He snaps out of it.

The Crown Prosecutor asks Nick if he saw Cozack pull the trigger. Nick flashes back to the fact he crashed through the window after the shooting. He says he did. She thanks him, tells him they are done. He thanks her, pausing at the door, hearing the Crown Prosecutor tell Stonetree she needs a couple minutes of his time. Nick hopes nothing is wrong with his statement, leaving when she looks up at him, not wanting to raise any suspicions.

In the bullpen, Natalie cheerfully tells Nick she hears he saved the day again. He is in a good mood. She asks him if it was a step forward or one backwards, his serious expression giving her the answer she did not want. Her expression darkens, commenting she thought so. Nick explains that Farber put his life into their hands when he put on the wire and was in trouble, so he did what had to be done. The Crown will convict Cozack on what he saw. Natalie looks around before asking if he really saw the shooting. He looks around and a little indignantly asks what she means by that. She tells him her autopsy report says point blank range contradicting his report of a distance of four or five feet. He just stares at her. Nick watches the Crown Prosecutor. Natalie turns to see what he's watching, telling him perjury's a crime in the  mortal world. Nick is a bit tormented by what he has done, knowing lying is wrong, but only did it because the others wanted it so badly, and because Pete died for it.

Nick flashes back to an 1828 trial in Ireland, Britain or America. John claims he is innocent. A snobby woman tells the court she saw John kill Sarah Fergus, causing an uproar. The judge tries to regain control. Nick asks why no one will listen to the accused.

In the bullpen, Nick is getting many compliments for doing great work. He is beginning to regret his deception more and more, hoping he can continue to pull it off.

Nick is in the loft checking his telephone messages over a glass of blood. The Cozack trial date has been set. He nearly panics hearing he is scheduled to appear in court on the fifteenth at ten am.

When Nick arrives at the precinct, Stonetree tells him he is an important man. They discuss Nick's problem with testifying during the day. Nick asks if he can send in a tape like always, hears he is not just the arresting officer, but the only witness, so he must appear in court. Stonetree does not see the problem, telling him it is not a day at the beach. Nick crankily, frustratedly tells Stonetree he knows more about his allergy than Stonetree does and it is a problem. He tells Nick their only hope is for Nick to take the stand and tell the judge what he saw. Stonetree heads for his office, leaving Nick wondering how he got himself into such a mess trying to do the right thing.

In the Caddy, Schanke gives Nick a bottle of Skin Pretty's Ozone Shield because it has one hundred percent UV blockage. Nick questions the claim, then has to reassure Schanke he's not calling Myra a liar. Schanke tells him he will give him a good price on it. Nick examines the bottle, having noticed the pleasing coconut scent and tells his partner to give him the sun block. Schanke comments that he never really liked the tan guys, especially the one who played the tan vampire, amusing Nick.

Schanke tells Nick he cannot wait to see Mistress Tamara's office, realizing it is the same warehouse Cozack used. Nick tells him they probably have nearby offices. The inside of Tamara's place is covered in shiny plastic, and very colorful. Tamara is wearing a long, tight dress made of rubber, causing Schanke to comment he is glad the only time Myra wears rubber is when she is washing dishes. She tells him he will never know until he tries. She comments that she has told them everything she knows. Nick asks about Betty Gilroy and gets a review of the newspaper articles. Tamara focuses on Nick, tells him she's never participated in any such videos, seen them, just heard rumors, asking if that's what they were looking for the night Murray killed Pete. Nick comments that if she does not think Murray did it, then why she is not being called as a character witness. She tells him they are probably afraid she will say something to hurt Murray, which she would never do, unless he asked her to. Both men look disgusted.

Outside, Nick asks Schanke if he thinks Tamara knows Cozack. Schanke says she does, maybe a little too well. Nick hesitantly asks Schanke what he would think if he said he did not really see Cozack shoot Farber. Schanke tells him so what. Nick finds it hard to believe and repeats Schanke's answer. Schanke tells him he lied, which happens. That the bad guys lie so sometimes the good guys have to as well. Nick realizes he did not fool Schanke and wonders who else he didn't fool. They know the bad guy murdered the victim. Nick asks if Schanke knew all along, hearing he did not, but it was not the main issue. Either that or he has the Six Million-Dollar Man as a partner. Nick's amused by Schanke and grins.

In the bullpen, Schanke's at his desk thinking about the unfairness of life at four am, ranting  about why the cops are the bad guys, why no one trusts them, they have to risk their lives but have to tell the crooks not to say anything that will incriminate them. Stonetree tells Schanke it will be better tomorrow, and that he should take some time off. Schanke tells Stonetree he knows Schanke's right. The sun comes up, bodies roll in, the lawyers or public defenders get them off. Schanke rants they are no longer the heroes but the bad guys, and they need more heroes. Stonetree tells him to go home, get some sleep and not to do anything heroic along the way, seeing how exhausted Schanke is. Tired cops get careless, then dead, and he does not want to see that happen to Schanke. Stonetree tells him he is right.

Nick relives what happened when he crashed through the window where Farber and Cozack were and wakes up in a cold sweat. He is not quite fully awake as Schanke's calling out to him. Nick tells him to go home. Schanke's fueled by exhaustion and either a coffee OD or alcohol as he rants about how they're always losing, getting mad when Nick doesn't take him seriously, that Nick can be a hero in court. The public needs heroes, so everyone can sleep better at night. Schanke suggests Nick lie in court without outright saying it. Nick asks for clarification. Schanke tells him it is okay if it takes a little white lie to make them look like heroes and put away Cozack. Nick should do it, so they can be proud of what they do, and remind people the cops are the good guys, Cozack is the bad guy. Schanke asks if he's making sense, hears he is. Schanke says he has to go home so he can get to the courthouse for the big event. He tells Nick to get a new door as he leaves. Nick is troubled because he does not know what is the right thing to do. Nick takes a big swig from a bottle as he flashes back to 1828 again.

Nick, Janette and LaCroix enter a tavern as beautiful music plays, provided by the local music conservatory students. Janette asks Nick if the music is what has him so enchanted. LaCroix tells him the female is quite attractive, possibly Nick's evening meal. Janette tells Nick the last six hundred years should have refined his palate better than to dine on common street musicians. Nick tells her that music feeds the soul. LaCroix asks if Nick longs for more than just mortal music, as it is one of the only thing mortals excel at over vampires. Janette leads the female musician from the room. LaCroix admits he should play again, but would not be as good as the female musician because he does not have a soul. Nick claims to have one, and is reminded by a laughing LaCroix that Nick is soulless. The male musician is looking for his partner. Nick sees her violin in its case and goes to investigate. He enters another room, sees Janette draining her, and tells her to stop. She drops the body telling Nick he does have good taste. Nick's hurt. The male musician finds his friend and cries out in grief. Almost immediately another lady sees him over her body and calls him a murderer, telling someone to get the constable.

In the loft, Nick drains his glass, nor forgetting where it comes from.

Natalie is driving the Caddy with Nick in the trunk, as she enters the parking garage. She sees they are alone and knocks on the trunk. Nick climbs out. He is a little wiped out. He learns everything between the garage and courtroom is either underground or has no windows. She jokes that the Venetian blinds inside the courtroom would keep radiation out, and that she has sabotaged the cords after the blinds were shut last night. She asks if he knows what he is doing. He tells her he's been around for 800 years and knows the difference between right and wrong. As they head for the courtroom, she asks if he smells Pina Coladas.

Inside the courtroom, Nick flashes back to the 1828-murder trial as the judge calls it to order. John Underwood is charged with the first-degree murder of Sarah Fergus. Both John and Nick are upset. Nick does not want an innocent man to die because of Janette. In the present day, Stonetree wonders why Nick and Natalie are late, telling them they missed the best part, opening statements. They plan to show Nick lied and never saw the shooting. Nick and Natalie are thinking uh oh. The bailiff opens the blinds for the end window shedding full sun on the judge's bench and the witness box, nearly panicking Nick and Natalie.

Tamara slips into the back row looking completely normal. Cozack's on the witness stand being questioned, tells them he was having a drink with a close friend and business partner, and was set up.

The scene cuts back and forth between the present day and 1828 trials. In 1828, Nick tells them John is telling the truth, he is innocent. In both times, when asked who set them up, the 1828 one says it was a woman, while the present day one says it was a wire. Cozack tells them he told Pete what he thought of a guy who would betray a friend just to clear up a problem between himself and the police.  Admitting now that he knows that he was too hard on Pete because Pete was trapped. In 1828 Nick's asked how the murder occurred. Nick tells the court John was looking for his for his friend, Sarah. In the present, Cozack admits Pete told him to put the gun down but he went crazy. Pete cried for the first time in his presence, repeating how sorry he was. The police cornered him and he did not have a choice. In 1828, Nick tells them that by the time he arrived at the crime scene, Sarah was already dead. The woman he saw had broken Sarah's neck, unable to admit a vampire had drained her first. An outburst breaks out. In the present, there is an outburst. The judge bangs her gavel demanding order and quiet quickly returns. Cozack tells them he picked up the gun after Pete shot himself and then the cops arrived. There is an even bigger outburst, with some yelling that Cozack is lying. The judge tries to restore order but can't, so she calls a recess. Both trials are quite similar.

Nick and Schanke are in the witness room. Schanke says that given the choice between him and Cozack there's no question who the judge will believe. Nick asks what happens if Cozack is telling the truth. Schanke tells him not to sweat it. Nick reminds him Natalie's report shows the gunshot wound could have been a suicide. Schanke adds it is also consistent with Cozack putting the gun to Pete's head and pulling the trigger. All Nick has to do is say he saw Cozack kill Farber and the cops win.

The Defense calls Nick to the stand. Natalie's concerned. Nick briefly takes her hand to reassure her. He takes the stand, reluctantly puts his hand on the cross on the bible's cover and repeats the oath. The bible hurts a little and his hand starts shaking, luckily it does not start to smoke. Nick tells Pete was wired and the conversation was being recorded in a van on the north side of the building. He was in his car on the south side of the place. He climbed a ten-foot fence and ran across half the length of a football field, entered an open window and climbed the stairs.

In the 1828 murder trial, the snobby woman, Venecia Dawson, tells them she saw the crime, and Nick wasn't there so he could not have seen the crime. Nick says it is a lie. She only saw the guy holding the body and needs to tell the truth.

In the present day murder trial, Nick sees a small burn on his palm as he subtly examines his hand. The defense lawyer asks Nick when he saw the shot, not believing Nick. He is trying to make Nick admit he lied. Nick tells them he was closer to the scene than the other cops. The lawyer admits he hired an Olympic decathlete to run the same path at it took him four minutes, not the two from Nick's testimony and the surveillance tape.

The sun's rising high into the sky, coming through the window, and steadily approaching Nick as it creeps across the front of the witness box. He keeps a close eye on it, distracted from his testimony, and the defense lawyer's questions. Nick slowly pulls his hands back as the sun grows closer. Natalie is almost as worried. Both are wondering if he can stay long enough to finish testifying. Nick explains that it did not take him as long because he was far from his car, knowing from the start that Cozack was suspicious. The lawyer admits he cannot question how Nick got there, but he can doubt Nick actually seeing the shooting. Nick's asked if he saw Cozack shoot Farber.

In 1828, the snobby woman says she knows John did it. Nick cannot get her to admit she did not see it.

In the present, Nick relives his flight through the window after hearing the shot. He remembers Stonetree's comments about his testimony being their only hope to nail Cozack. Nick is at war with himself over whether to stick to his story or tell the truth.

In 1828, Nick's trying to get the witness to admit she didn't see the murder, while in the present day trial Schanke previously told Nick to lie (not while in the courtroom, of course). In 1828, the witness sticks to her story even though it's a lie.

In the present, there is a montage of the shooting, Schanke telling Nick to lie and Stonetree telling Nick to tell the truth. Nick looks at Nat while being hounded by the lawyer, asking if he saw the shooting or not. Everyone is anxiously awaiting the answer. The sun has reached the inner edge of the box's front ledge, forcing Nick to reluctantly admit he did not see the actual shooting. The charges are dropped leaving Cozack very happy and the cops very frustrated. Schanke's disappointed Nick did not stick to the story. Nick and Natalie know there will be trouble. Tamara is happy. Nick's still conflicted, but he knows he did what he had to do.

Nick and Janette are walking down a dark alley lit by trashcan fires. She scolds him for not learning anything. He tells her he could not lie anymore. She tells him she could care less about mortals and their petty laws. He admits he is probably not too welcome around the police station. She begs him to leave. He tells her he does not want to run anymore, but wants to fit in. She reminds him they have everything mortals desire, tempting him with the thought they could be in Paris tomorrow, that the world is theirs. Janette compares the small time pornographer to the Marquis DeSade (whom they knew), berating Nick for wasting his time on insignificant things. She asks why he does it, hearing it will help him find his soul. A woman who spends all night watching bar patrons reminding him it's long gone, that LaCroix never let his life become boring. Janette asks where LaCroix is and Nick flashes back to staking him with the flaming timber, his expression telling all. She gets it, cannot believe it is true, and laughs in his face as she calls him pathetic. She tells him that he does not belong to either the vampire or mortal world. He's not true to his own kind or himself and walks way.

Nick enters the precinct where everyone turns their back on him, conversations stop, giving him the silent treatment, walking away when he says hi. Nick's mood quickly changes from good to bad as he approaches Stonetree's office. Stonetree is not happy to see him, commenting he thought he was off for a few days, hearing he was. Nick tells him it is time to get back to work and hears Schanke's working on another case. Nick asks how much longer he is going to get the silent treatment, when cases will stop being taken from him. Stonetree tells him everyone is minding their own business. Nick comments that it is about him seeing the shooting. Stonetree asks why he said he saw it when he did not, but Nick tells him it's why didn't he stick to the lie. He tells Stonetree he does not think Cozack is innocent, but hearing it does not matter. Stonetree tells Nick he is nuts when he asks for a warrant, telling him Cozack is suing. Nick tells him the warrant is not for Cozack, getting his attention.

Tamara's back in her rubber clothes, praising Cozack while he is cowering at her feet. She comments on how lucky he is to be in the clear because first it was Betty and now Pete. Nick's approaching and hears Cozack admit Tamara made him kill Betty. She tells him if he is a good boy they can watch the tape, waving it in front of him, snapping him out of his trance. He angrily approaches, unnerving her. She tries to order him but he is no longer interested. He angrily tells her the deal was she gives him the tape and he keeps her out of it. He refuses to let her blackmail him with it any longer as he grabs the tape, his arm around her. She's scared and begs him to let her go.

Nick orders them to open the door, when no one does, he flings it open, grabbing Tamara and pushing her behind him. Cozack pulls a gun and fires at Nick hitting him twice. Both he and Tamara go down. Cozack flees. Nick sees Tamara is alive, calls for an ambulance, and takes off after Cozack.

There is a short chase before Nick lands a short distance in front of Cozack's car. Cozack swerves to miss Nick and crashes. Nick yanks the door off the car and roughly pulls Cozack out, then places him under arrest for the attempted murder of Tamara Dugan. A terrified Cozack tells Nick he saw the bullets go right through him. Nick reminds him if he says that in court they will call him a liar.

Nick and Natalie are in the loft during the day, a movie just ending. Nick's laughing as Natalie is sniffling, blowing her nose, not amused. She asks how he can laugh about it. He tells her he is not laughing at it but at her. She asks when he means and he asks how she can cry about it because it is not even about people. She tells him it was so sad. He comments it is about a forty-foot gorilla.  She playfully tells him she takes back everything she ever said about him having a chance at being human. He sits across from her on the couch and playfully apologizes, telling her humans are not perfect. He mentions that watching Cozack drag his mistress down with him was not pretty. She learns they are both going to prison, even though he made her do it. With hope, Nat asks if the cops have forgiven him for telling the truth, and he cheerfully admits it is getting there. She brightens, reminding him he is not immune to happy endings. She moves her large pile of used tissues from her lap to the coffee table, telling him he never told her what happened to the musician. She stuffs her mouth with popcorn. Around it, she comments he does not seem to be bothering him. He tells her someone managed to break into his cell and help him escape. He wound up playing first violin in a symphony orchestra somewhere. Natalie's hands and mouth are full so she just makes a happy sound.

When they face each other, he growls fangs bared. She screams and tries to climb backwards over the couch arm, yelling at him to stop it. She tosses her two handfuls of popcorn at him as she slides back down onto the seat. He grins but it is not a full toothy one as the popcorn hits him.

The end.

Cherry Blossoms

Season 1 Episode 8

Written by Roy Sallows

Directed by Brad Turner

Guest Stars:

Dr. Chung................................... James Hong

Mr. Quan.................................... Ho Chow

(no character names given)

Shirley Cui, Oscar Hsu, Janet Lo, Daniel Lee

On a rainy night in Chinatown, a man sees a taxi pull into an alley. A young Chinese woman and two Chinese men peek out from a building then get into the back of the taxi. The man in the alley runs for cover seeing a black van back into the alley. The woman ducks. Two men get out of the van and shoot the taxi, causing it to crash. The taxi is riddled with bullets. A third Chinese man steps out of the van, telling them it is done. They leave.

Nick and Schanke approach the taxi and look in the back window. It was a professional hit. All three Chinese taxi passengers were victims.

A Chinese man, Lee Kwan, from immigration arrives and introductions are made. Kwan looks in the backseat, and is disturbed. Stonetree says the Chief requested their cooperation with immigration. Schanke comments it is a police matter while Nick asks if the victims were illegals. Schanke comments it is a gruesome crime scene, especially for a paper pusher. Kwan tells them it is gruesome. The victims were not legal but were important.

Nick asks if it has to do with Hong Kong. Kwan tells him Nancy Leong was going to testify against a major Hong Kong crime family, giving them everything they need to put them away for good, but doesn't know what will happen now. Nick tells Kwan all the taxi victims were male, surprising and shocking Kwan.

Inside Natalie's lab, she tells Nick and Schanke Nancy Leong was in the taxi backseat as she found three separate blood types, two of which were the male victims, the third being AB negative. The driver was Raymond Chow. He and his two passengers died from multiple gunshots, tissue and blood loss, major organ damage, someone basically blew them apart. Nick asks Natalie if she can tell how badly the woman was hurt. Natalie is in a bad mood, telling them to give her a break, she cannot know how badly from the blood she found. She apologizes, telling them her budget was drastically cut, she has to let go two attendants on her shift, both with families and nowhere to go because morgue work doesn't really prepare you for anything else. She and Schanke grumble life is a bitch, then you die.

Inside the precinct, Lee Kwan tells Stonetree they must very quickly find Nancy Leong, alive. Stonetree tells him he can spare two officers as Nick and Schanke enter. Nick says they need someone Chinese because of the language barrier and the Community does not trust cops. Schanke comments he heard Nick speaking Chinese once. Nick says he knows a little. Kwan reminds them the fewer people who know Nancy is alive the better. His people have reason to be intimidated by street gangs, suggesting he does the questioning. Nick and Schanke exchange suspicious looks. Stonetree tells Kwan he does not think it is a good idea. Kwan asks why not, telling them he is a trained investigator, almost as good as the police. Stonetree tells them all to work together. Kwan and Schanke will do the preliminary street questioning. Nick pulls Schanke aside, tells him to keep an eye on Kwan and not push too hard with the questions. Schanke sarcastically thanks him for babysitting duty. Stonetree tells them to get started. Nick tells Kwan he knows immigration usually keeps such things secret, asking how the hitters learned about it. Kwan asks if he is suggesting a leak. Nick tells him to check his department as well as the streets. Kwan tells them he will do that, the press cannot know. Stonetree agrees to keep the press out of it. Kwan walks away.

At the crime scene, Nick politely tells the officer to give him a few minutes alone. He looks around, examining some blood with all his senses. He follows the scent down the dark alley to a fire escape, hears someone moving up above. They enter the building at the top of the fire escape, locking the door. Nick's instantly on the landing and breaks the lock. The inside of the place triggers a flashback.

In 1916 San Francisco, Nick knocks and is motioned inside by a Chinese woman. At first they speak Chinese, then switch to English. He asks if she thinks it will work. She tells him men come to her to handle their desires, their urges for food, sex, opium, for Nick it's blood. A little five-year-old Chinese boy brings them tea and leaves. She tells Nick urges and desires are all in the mind and the nerve from it as she sticks an acupuncture needle into his neck leaving him quadriplegic. She tells him he must face his temptation. He is scared and helpless. As soon as she leaves, Janette enters from the opposite end of the room.

Nick has snapped out of his flashback by an Old Chinese man telling Nick he will shoot if Nick moves. Nick holds up his hands in surrender telling him he's a cop, retrieves and shows his badge to the old man. Chung cautiously examines it, gun still aimed at Nick. Nick learns the shop is also Chung's home. Nick asks if a young woman came in. Chung refuses to tell Nick anything, even when he learns the girl was injured. Chung asks how he knows it's a real badge and is told to call the station. Chung asks what the young woman did, hearing she was shot and is in danger from those who shot her. Nick pulls Nancy Leong's picture out of his pocket and shows it to Chung. He tells Nick he does not like the police. Nick reminds him it would be a shame for him to save her life and for someone else to take it. Chung is not willing to admit he's saved her or seen her. Chung sees Nick face in a stream of light as Nick leaves and is disturbed. He looks at Nancy's picture and Nick's card.

The old man flashes back to the little Chinese boy. The boy opens the door a crack and peeks through it with the normal childhood curiosity. His eyes widen in surprise as he sees Nick picking his mother's body off the floor, holding her close. Nick turns to face the boy vamped out and growling, scaring him as he ducks back, closing the door. Nick takes off through the roof. The little runs to his mother lying on the ground. He repeatedly calls to her, shaking her, trying to wake her. He cries out for someone to save her. The little boy grew into the old man. He crumbles Nick's card.

Schanke and Kwan walk down a crowded sunlit Chinatown sidewalk. Schanke tells Kwan no one is talking to them, even with Kwan's being Chinese. He wants to know why. Kwan tells him the cops have never been their friends and even though he's Chinese he's working with a Fengui, a barbarian. Schanke does not like the translation. Kwan tells him not to take it personally, it is just his civilization has been around much longer. Schanke comments about how civilized the machine gun attack was.

It is night. Kwan and Schanke are inside the precinct angrily at each other's throats over who screwed up so they have nothing. Each claims they could do better on their own. Stonetree approaches and sternly tells them it is enough. Nick tells them it sounds real professional. Kwan tells Stonetree he's gong to talk to the Chief and wants a new detective to work with when he returns.

Inside Stonetree's office, Schanke sarcastically comments he should have popped Kwan one while he had the chance. Stonetree wisecracks Schanke missed a real opportunity with the diplomatic corps. Nick gives him the address of the acupuncture shop on it, telling him it is where he believes the girl was treated. The shopkeeper was hiding something. Schanke does not think they should tell Kwan anything, there is a leak in immigration and the worst leaks are usually come from the top, which is Kwan. Nick is amused. Stonetree is losing his patience, sternly telling Schanke they were ordered to cooperate and that is exactly what they're going to do. He reminds Schanke Nick gave them a lead and they are going to follow it up. Stonetree tells them he can free up a few more men because Henry Rollins confessed. Stonetree asks Nick to brief the men. Nick tells him Schanke is the perfect man for the job. Schanke's shocked. Stonetree nods, liking what he is hearing.

Nick hovers outside Chung's window watching as he writes something then leaves. Chung looks back briefly, nervously as if he knows he is being followed. He enters a building. Nick walks down the fire escape, entering through the same door.

Inside the precinct, Schanke is briefing at least a dozen uniformed and plain clothes officers, sounding very professional. He tells them to stay on their toes because they are dealing with some very heavy hitters. They are to go house to house, smile, show the picture, ask their questions and get out. He reminds them they are dealing with people who have a different way of doing things, sounding very much like a diplomat. Stonetree is leaning against the far wall observing. Schanke tells them to tell immigration to take a hike.

The old man still has the feeling he is being watched and followed as he walks past a long row of boxes to the cot where Nancy Leong lies. She does not look good. Nick hears everything said as he watches from behind some crates. Nancy's scared. Chung checks under the bloodstained bandage on the side of her lower abdomen, telling her it is bleeding again, asking if it hurts as he lightly touches the edge. She admits it hurts a little, but mostly she feels very weak. He tells her he brought some herbal medicine for her strength. He sticks an acupuncture needle into her hand.

Chung hears footsteps and looks up. He tells Nick the needles will control the pain. Nick tells him the bullets tore her up inside, which the needles cannot fix and she needs a doctor. She gets upset and refuses to go, begging him not to take her from there as she's safe. Nick tells her they will protect her. She tells him if people know where she is, someone will tell them. The police and immigration cannot be trusted because someone among them told the killers where she and her family were. She asks if he understands. He tells her he does, his frustration showing. Chung tells Nick he is a doctor. Nick tells him she probably needs surgery. He tells Nick he will care for her with what he has learned in sixty years. If he tries to force her to leave it will hurt her, and they will both fight Nick. Nick asks Chung if he will keep her safe, realizing he has lost the battle. Chung tells Nick he will protect her with his life from anyone. Nick is unnerved when Chung tells him everyone should be afraid of revenge.

Inside the precinct, Schanke has a map of the city on his desk with little red and green flags poked in it here and there. Schanke adds another one as he hears from an officer that nothing was found on Queen. Stonetree asks what the different colors are for, having just been told it. Schanke frustratedly explains, again, the green pins are definite negatives. Nick enters and tells them he found Nancy. Stonetree hears Nancy's alive, has a broken rib, a couple of bullet holes and some internal bleeding. Stonetree tells Nick the victim should be in the hospital, hearing she refuses to go. If they forcibly take her she will fight them and refuse to testify. Schanke suggests they take a Swat team out there to sit on her. Nick disagrees because if no one knows where she is, no one can leak it.

Kwan apologizes for his earlier anger, telling them the case is very important. Stonetree tells him he understands. Schanke gives a semi-apology. Stonetree tells them they found Nancy. Nick cannot believe Stonetree betrayed him and it shows. Stonetree tells Kwan his people have it under control and should have her there shortly. Kwan tells Stonetree he will arrange for a safe house. They have to keep her alive at all costs. Kwan leaves. Nick angrily lets Stonetree know he jeopardized Nancy's safety. Stonetree asks Nick if he heard him give Kwan Nancy's location. Nick calms down, realizing now that Stonetree did not. Stonetree tells him he had to give immigration something, and agrees the location should be kept secret. He wants Nick and a doctor to stay with Nancy.

Inside Natalie's office, she tells Nick she does not think it is a good idea. He tells her it is like riding a bike, you never forget. She reminds him her patients for the last few years have been dead. He wraps his arm around her shoulder telling her it should be a nice change, as they leave, medical bag in her hand.

They arrive at the building. Nick opens the door and looks around as they enter. Unseen by him a dark car waits down the alley, its headlights the only sign that it is there. It creeps forward and turns off the headlights.

Inside the car, a Chinese man sternly asks Kwan if he is sure. Kwan firmly says she was found. When asked why he did not question them, Kwan explains he thought he would call the boss before she was taken into protective custody. Kwan inquires about his family, who were to be set free once they had Nancy. The boss tells him they will keep their word.

Inside the building, Natalie examines Nancy's wound, telling Nick Chung did almost as well as a trauma center. She comments Nancy's almost comatose and hears Chung's needles made her sleep. Natalie tells them Nancy will eventually need surgery to close the internal wounds. Nick tells Chung he has no choice, hearing Chung say Nick's kind never has a choice. Nancy's only real protection is to testify. Once the Hong Kong crime lord is in jail, immigration will give her a new identity, relocate her and set her up in business. Chung tells Nick that one never forgets the past. Nick and Natalie look at him concerned.

Chung flashes back to his childhood, seeing a vamped out Nick growling at him.

In the present, Chung tells Nick he has been unable to escape his past, looking directly at Nick. Nick meets Chung's eyes. Nancy asks Nick why she should testify. Nick explains if she does not, the killer will be free to kill others. She can stop it by testifying.

Outside, the sound of car doors shutting is heard as three Chinese hit men walk towards the door, guns ready to use. They enter.

Natalie sets her medical bag on a crate as voices are heard in the background. Nick hears them and is immediately heading for Natalie. She and Nick see the guys at the same time. Nick vamps out, growls as he quickly grabs hold of Natalie and pulls her away a second before bullets splinter the crate. Nick's behind the two hit men and takes them both out. Natalie fights the third hit man for control of the gun. The man still has a hold on Natalie, firing at an approaching Nick. He's scared and shocked as the bullets go right through Nick. Chung sneaks up behind the hit man and sticks an acupuncture needle into the back of the guy's neck, dropping him limply to the floor. Chung sees Nick vamped out and remembers seeing it when he was a small boy. Natalie turns to see what happened to the hit man and sees the old man standing behind her. Nick's features are normal, trying to whammy Chung. Chung tells him he did see it. Natalie looks between the guys, scared. Chung leaves. Nick tells Natalie he had better go call it in. She tells him Chung knows what he is, and hears he knows. Both are quite worried what Chung will say or do.

The cops collect the hit men and evidence. Stonetree questions Chung while Natalie tries to reassure Nick they will not believe Chung. Nick's honestly says he truly does not understand why Chung hates him, telling her Chung has him and knows it. She tells him to leave. He is disappointed, frustrated, upset, angry and sad as he tells her it is happening again. If he has to move on he will find a way to get in touch with her. She tries to smile as he takes her hand, but it quickly fades due to the seriousness of the situation. His expression says everything. He is speechless from many mixed feelings inside. He gives her a quick smile.

Stonetree approaches adding to Nick's emotional turmoil. Nick gives Natalie's hand a quick squeeze before she gives the two men some space. Stonetree tells Nick he talked with Chung and is cut off by a hyper Nick telling Stonetree Chung's old and can't really trust his eyesight, the hit man shot at Nick but missed, Natalie can vouch for it. Stonetree asks what Nick's talking about. Chung just wants Nick to give him a ride home. Nick is stunned, worried and nearly speechless his secret is still safe. He stammers he will give Chung a ride home. Stonetree tells him Kwan was the leak. They were holding Kwan's wife and children hostage. Nick asks if the family is safe and hears they are thanks to Schanke persuading a thug to take him to the family. Stonetree leaves. Nick is approached by Natalie, who softly asks what happened. She is almost as stunned to learn Chung did not reveal Nick's secret. He tells her they will talk later, ignoring her protests so she leaves.

Nick somewhat uneasily asks Chung why he did not say anything. Chung asks what should he have said. Nick tells him he could have told them what he saw. Chung tells Nick he saw him saving Nancy's life, the very same life he was fighting to save. Nick is still uneasy as he asks Chung what he is going to do. Chung tells him he is going to rest. He folds up his acupuncture kit. Chung accepts Nick's offer of a ride home. As Nick turns away from Chung, he pulls a needle from his kit and sticks it into Nick's neck. Nick falls to the ground.

Inside Chung's shop/home, Nick is unconscious on an acupuncture table. The acupuncture needle is still in the side of his neck. Chung knocks on Nick's face. Nick wakes, tries to move and discovers he is quadriplegic, his head also cannot move. The more he struggles the more it hurts, and the more it pleases Chung. Chung tells Nick he knows he is the blood drinking creature that killed his mother, growing more upset as he speaks. Nick tells Chung it is not possible. Chung tells Nick his eyes are old but they see clearly and knows Nick lives forever. He has a spell which will end it all, holding up a sheet of paper with large red Chinese symbols on it. Nick is terrified, unable to deny he was alive then. He tells Chung he has not killed anyone in a hundred years, struggling against the pain. Chung angrily tells him he saw him kill his mother. He remembers it like it was yesterday. Nick is even more terrified. After a quick flash to the little boy peeking through the door, as Nick's vamped out growling at him, Nick realizes he is Mai's little boy. The admission catches Chung off guard. Chung holds the paper above Nick's chest as Nick tells him he did not kill his mother. He sees Chung's slight uncertainty as Chung tells him he cannot lie. Nick explains he was trying to help her and is called a coward. Nick tells Chung he was not alone that night.

There is a flashback to Mai's acupuncture shop. Nick is immobilized in the chair as Janette enters with LaCroix behind her. LaCroix asks if Nick will ever learn. Janette's preoccupied by her immovable feast and starts nibbling on Nick. LaCroix tauntingly asks if Nick thinks the needles can save him. Nick asks why he cannot be left alone. LaCroix is jealous. Nick asks him why he cannot understand their friendship is over, hearing it is forever, and why Nick cannot understand that. LaCroix tells he cannot become human, his desires are in his soul, and they are immutable. Mai enters. Nick tells her leave, knowing LaCroix will kill her, saddening him. LaCroix's instantly at her side and drains her. Janette watches but does not stop it.

Back in Chung's place, the paper is now on Nick's chest, over his heart. He tells Chung the other man killed out of lust, not hunger. He killed for the sake of killing.

In 1916, LaCroix finishes draining Mai. He tells Nick it's what they are. Janette sadly watches. LaCroix leaves. Janette ponders removing the needle or not and hesitantly does right before leaving. Nick's relieved and hurries to Mai's side.

In Chung's shop, he grabs a stake and approaches, speaking only Chinese, the cries for his mom being the only understandable words. He tells Nick his mother's memory demand's Nick's death as he raises the stake. As he starts to bring it down Nick calls out for Chung to wait, telling him there were three of them, including a beautiful woman. He asks if Chung remembers her. Chung thinks back.

In 1916, the little boy sees Janette kissing Nick's ear.

In the present, Chung tells Nick he remembers her, asking she is still alive. Nick admits she is and asks that she be allowed to come and speak in his defense. Chung allows it under the condition they both die if they lie, brandishing the stake.

Janette climbs out of a black car as the sky's lightening, runs up the stairs her black cloak smoking, and rips the door off the hinges as she runs inside. Once inside she tosses her cloak to the floor, angrily grumbling there had better be a good reason. As soon as she sees Nick she vamps out, growls the old man is dead in ten seconds. Nick tells her not to kill him. Her features revert to normal as she learns she has to remember 1916 San Francisco. She tells Nick she cannot forget. Nick asks to say what happened. Chung tells her he saw what happened, Nick killed his mother. Janette tells Chung he is wrong, there was another. Chung asks why he should believe or trust her, hearing she could kill him in an instant, as could have Nick, but Nick's repented and does good. Chung tells her there is no such thing. Janette pleads for Chung to think back, telling him Nick did not kill his mother, another did.

Chung thinks back, growing more upset. He tells Janette he saw a man bending over his mother. Nick killed her. Nick's tone is almost pleading as he tells Chung he did not. Janette begs Chung to remember the man's face, afraid she is going to lose Nick. Chung tells them he is afraid to. He was afraid the man could see him and would kill him. The stake point boring into Nick's chest. Chung sees the face turn towards him and realizes it is snarling, vamped out LaCroix, not Nick. Chung admits it was not Nick. Janette anxiously watches to see what happens next. Nick is almost too afraid to breathe. Chung moves the stake, then the needles from Nick's neck, keeping him at stake point. Janette rushes to his side and helps him sit up as Nick rips the paper off his chest. Both are breathing heavily, from relief, and nuzzle each other in reassurance.

The sun is setting. In the loft, Janette comments that after 800 years she thought he cold do a little better. Nick reminds her he is a cop and if he has too much they think he's dirty, saying the word with distaste. She tells him she gets it, but does not understand why he does it, reminding him he is not human and never will be. She playfully asks for some of his wine. He tells her to help herself. The face she makes shows she does not care for cow, then surprises Nick by not insulting him, and taking a second sip. She shudders in repulsion and sets it down. She tells him life would be far easier if he rejoined them for good, hearing he refuses to do so. She scolds him for choosing to cower before a man he could snap in two like a twig, hearing it is a better life for him. She reminds him she had to save his life. He tells her he's grateful. She tells him to show her. He momentarily fights himself then takes her in his arms and passionately kisses her. She tells him he may someday become mortal, but right now she knows exactly what he is. The loft motor starts. They keep passionately kissing. He licks his way up her throat.

Suddenly the lift door opens and Natalie calls out Nick's name. Instantly they separate, their arms wrapped around each other. Natalie is embarrassed when she realizes she interrupted something. She stammers an apology, telling them she thought he was asleep and will come back later. She sees the chemistry between Nick and Janette and is a little jealous, feeling a little insecure. Nick tells her to stay, as they both look at Natalie. Nick wipes a hand across his mouth to remove any traces of lipstick. Natalie's a little unsure but decides to stay. Nick introduces Janette as an old friend. Natalie gives them a small, slightly nervous grin. Both women check each other out. Natalie reads the body language and knows Janette's probably a lot more than a friend to Nick. Janette playfully tells her it is a pleasure to finally meet her. Nick's spoken of her often. Natalie is a little uneasy, yet a part of her is flattered. Nick realizes he is in trouble. Janette walks towards Natalie telling her they will have to get together some time and talk. Nick's expression has an oh no, I'm dead look to it, showing he knows how much trouble he'd be in then.

The end.
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Natalie meets Richard where car broke down and gives him a lift. He was on his way to the precinct to put Saul Craven away for good.

Saul Craven walks through the precinct telling Nick and Schanke they have nothing on him. They are just slandering his good name. Nick says he will see Saul in court.

Two officers haul in and pin to the counter face down, a violently struggling perp.

Ms. Delgardo and her lawyer approach Nick and Schanke. Delgardo is not happy. She and Saul were there at the same time. They tell her not to worry, that they only need her statement. She firmly states she wants protection if she is to testify against Saul Craven. The women are irritated that the Crown Prosecutor is late. Nick assures them he is on his way and she has been guaranteed immunity. She wants it in writing.

The thug takes the officer's gun and him hostage. Nick issues a weapon's alert. The two women seek cover. Nick and Schanke head for the front desk area as the thug shoots the desk officer, still holding his hostage as he backs towards the front door, not seeing the officer behind him. Nick and Schanke stay a few feet away, Schanke's gun aimed at the thug while Nick tries to reason with the thug.

Natalie's brother runs up the precinct stairs as Natalie tells him to knock them dead. He tells her he hopes so.

Richard enters and is held back by the cop. Nick asks the thug how far he is going to get. Richard charges the thug, against Nick's wishes and gets shot.

Natalie's outside and hears the shots, horrible thoughts rush trough her mind as she rushes inside.

Inside, Nick tosses the thug over the front desk then joins Schanke at Richard's side. Natalie enters, shocked to see her brother unconscious on the floor bleeding from a chest wound. Nick feels like he failed everyone.

Natalie is at Richard's hospital bedside holding his hand, talking to him, wishing he would regain consciousness. She tells Nick that if she had not been home he would not have been at the precinct. Nick tells her he would have found another way there. She knows it is true. He tells her it is not her fault. She knows he is right. She asks why Richard always has to be the hero. Sarah and Amy are on their way down from the cabin.

Natalie tells Nick that her brother is dying. Nick tells her he is strong. She tells him she has cut up people who have died from less. She tells Nick she wants to be alone, and he reluctantly leaves.

Sarah is upset that Richard's love and obsession for his job prevented his joining them at the cabin, and now he is fighting for his life. Natalie reminds her he is good at his job. Amy's about seven and is waiting in the hall. Natalie lies to Sarah, telling her that he will survive, knowing she cannot handle the truth right now. Sarah asks what she is going to do if he dies. Amy enters asking when daddy will wake up.

Inside the bullpen, Schanke grumbles to Nick that Delgardo probably will not trust them at all now.

Natalie tells Richard that when he did not find trouble, it found him. She reminds him he has a family to live for. Nick enters. She turns down his offer of a ride home. Sarah and Amy enters thinking Nick's voice was Richard's. Richard briefly comes around, pleasing everyone. He weakly calls his sister pigheaded. Richard learns he was shot with a .38 before passing out again.

Nick flashes back to the Irish coast around 1825-1830. In sunlight, a hooded female steals a piece of drying fish and is chased until she falls. The pursuer tells her he will trade the fish for sex. He sees she's a leper, stabs her and runs off in fear of catching it, leaving all the fish behind.

Nick is in the loft and he flashes back to finding the leper's body that night.

Natalie's arrival snaps him back to the present. He wraps his arms around his devastated friend, comforting her as she cries. They discuss Richard's life and impending death. Natalie is not fully rational. She tells Nick he is the only one who can save her baby brother. He refuses to because it is not life, and she does not know what she is asking. Natalie grows more desperate and Nick more frustrate causing things to rapidly spiral downward. She talks about how alive Nick is. Nick glares at her as he picks up his half-filled wineglass. She mentions all the progress they have made in his cure, how she knows she can make him and Richard mortal again. How Richard gave up a six-figure salary like all his friends, in order to make the city safer by putting away the criminals. That it is not fair he is the one to die.

She tells him he owes her, for she has never asked for anything, and that he does not need the blood. He pours it down the sink, knowing she is irrational from grief. She hurts him when she asks why he is the only one who deserves to live forever, asking where his humanity is. He tells her she is the only one who ever thought he had any. She grabs the remote as she tells him that if life is so bad why doesn't he walk into the sun. He grabs his arm, momentarily scaring her. She storms out, partially realizing she's hurt him. She does not see how deeply she hurt him, which only shows after she is gone. He flashes back to the Irish beach.

Nick carries the leper woman inside a temporary shelter and lays her on a cot. He learns she's Elizabeth, is in great pain and dying. Nick offers to bring her across and she accepts. She knows she will become a vampire.

Inside the Raven, Nick asks Janette if she's ever brought anyone across and learns she keeps draining them, unable to stop in time. Nick admits it is the relative of someone dear to him. She warns him that letting the guy die is easier than bringing him across. That few have Nick's control, which might be too much control. He tells her the one he wants to bring across is a good man. She tells him that if he does it, he must be prepared for their lives to be eternally linked. He tells her he does not believe it, and is reminded of how LaCroix has tracked him through the centuries. Nick tells her LaCroix wanted to control him. She reminds him that LaCroix was his father, his creator and did love him.

Inside the precinct, Schanke tells Nick that Vanessa Delgardo is not testifying and without her, there is only circumstantial evidence linking Craven to six murders in two years. She is convinced they cannot protect her. Stonetree is going to plead their weak case. Schanke comments that Richard was in the wrong place at the wrong time. Nick comments that it is not fair. Schanke agrees and Nick leaves.

Inside Richard's hospital room, the doctor tells Natalie they have done all they can.  Many of Richard's internal organs were severely damaged and they can only give him anywhere from a few hours to a few days. Natalie nods her understanding, still partially, denying the truth. Sarah knows. Nick enters and hears that her baby brother is dying in front of her. Nick flashes back to the Irish beach.

Elizabeth begs him to make her a vampire. He makes her promise to obey him. She does. He leans in for the bite.

Back in Richard's room, his vitals are failing. Natalie pleads with Ritchie not to die, and turns to Nick. Nick flashes back to Elizabeth.

He tells Elizabeth she must become a vampire to be healed and hears she will do anything. She begs him to hurry. In the present, Nick's face grows darker as the hospital monitor readings flat line. Natalie's look grows more pleading, scared and sad.

In both timelines, Nick leans in for the bite. Natalie's startled to see the side of Nick. He grabs her hand to make her more a part of it. He sinks his fangs into Richard and drains him. Natalie watches surprised, horrified not sure what to think as a vampire drains her brother at her request. Nick has a mild fight for control when he is done. Natalie does not see any change on the readouts and accuses Nick of killing Richard, asking when he last tried this. Nick assures her Richard's okay. The monitor beeps three times startling her, then it flat lines again. Nick tells her there will be one of those about every ten minutes. Richard is starting to regain consciousness. A nurse enters. Natalie has to report Richard died of total cardiac failure at 2:02 am, without suffering. One fang mark shows. Natalie tells Nick she needs a hand in her professional tone. Both she and Nick hope she knows what she is doing or they are in big trouble. Nick and Natalie use their positions as they explain Richard's body is part of an official investigation.

Just when they think they are in the clear, they have to deal with the organ donation doctor. Natalie identifies herself as a forensic pathologist, shows her ID and says his body is needed downtown. They tell the doctor Richard changed his mind upon learning he was an organ donor. They push Richard from the room.

Sarah stops by the loft that night and asks about the funeral. Nick explains that it has to look like Richard died, that a homeless, friendless man was buried in Richard's grave. He apologizes for putting her through it, as she learns they saved Richard's life.

She cannot believe vampires really exist and Richard's one. Nick explains it was the only way to save him. Natalie reminds Sarah that Nick is a vampire. Sarah comments that vampires kill people. Natalie cuts her off telling her that Nick does not kill anymore. Nick is ashamed and guilt ridden. Nick tells Sarah that Richard will not kill. Groans from upstairs catch everyone's attention. Nick grabs a bottle of blood and heads up to Richard, watching as Natalie grabs the new code and escorts Sarah out. Sarah calls it madness while Natalie says it is a miracle.

Richard is dressed casually and is unconscious on Nick's bed. Nick sets the wine bottle on the nightstand and wipes the blood sweat from his fledgling's face.

Nick flashes back to Elizabeth's awakening. She sees the pain's gone and is once again beautiful. She tells him she hungers. He tells her he will teach her to feed, which will sate her hunger. She tries to seduce him as payment. He accepts her smile instead. She loves the sound of eternity.

In the loft, Richard wakes, panicking at the unfamiliar surroundings. Nick reassures him everything's okay and to stay calm because they have a lot to talk about. Richard says he's hungry and is handed the wine bottle. He gulps it down. He asks what happens to his life now.

Nick unhappily flashes back to his first night as a vampire. LaCroix informs him he will see life begin and end. That Nick no longer has to worry about age or disease. Nick snaps out of it still gloomy.

Richard cannot fully believe he is a vampire. Nick asks Richard how long they have known each other, that he fits in, and Richard can too. He tells him that his life does not have to change a lot. Richard learns sunlight, fire and a stake through the heart will kill him. That garlic will sicken and repel him, a cross will burn him. Richard learns Sarah no longer has her cross. Nick tells Richard he can live forever, if he follows the rules. That he can watch his daughter grow up, catching his attention. Richard cannot believe his gunshot wound is healed. He realizes it's all real and asks when he can see his family. Nick tells him he must learn control because his urges and desires will always fight his reason.

Nick flashes back to Elizabeth draining her attacker. She shows no remorse, only delight in her new power.

Nick asks Richard if he can control his desires. Richard says he can. Nick threateningly warns Richard not to make him regret his decision, then leaves. Richard is still accepting it all.

Richard has a nightmare where Saul Craven comments that he wanted to kill Richard. Sarah's tied to a chair screaming Richard's name. Richard wakes scared and startled, afraid for his wife. He sees the blood sweat on his hand as he wipes his face freaking him out, forcing him to realize he is a vampire.

Richard calls Sarah. Both are thrilled to hear the other because they really miss each other. She cannot believe she is talking to him. He has not been changed by becoming a vampire and tells her it will be a while before they can be together again.

Schanke has condolence flowers for Natalie. Stonetree angrily comments that Delgardo refuses to testify and that means Saul Craven walks. He grumbles the only one who knew anything at the Prosecutor's office is dead.

Richard finds Joan's cross at about the same time he hears the charges against Saul Craven have been dropped. He slams the lid on the wooden box, vamps out as if the cross and news report changed him.

Natalie enters the bullpen and Schanke gives her to flowers along with his condolences. She thanks him. Schanke tells her the Crown Prosecutor will throw the book at the killer. He's shocked and upset to learn he was not invited to the services until he learns it was just immediate family because Richard didn't want a fuss. Nick and Natalie leave a confused Schanke behind, as they were too cheerful.

In the hallway, Natalie learns Richard's doing fine and she can see him soon. When she asks what's wrong, Nick tells her he is just nervous because of how hesitant he was about doing it. She tells him it will be fine. He grows more worried after she leaves.

Schanke calls Myra, telling her Natalie loved the flowers.

Richard lands on a dark street and starts walking, entering an alley when he hears a man threatening a woman. The man who shot him throws a punch and gets his hand broken by Richard, before being slammed into the wall and drained.

Schanke tells Nick it is good Natalie can accept death because it happens to everyone sooner or later, and how it took Myra a while to get over her mother's death, sounding a little upset over it. Nick is unsettled by a call to a crime scene near his loft.

Schanke questions the woman as Nick looks around. Schanke tells Nick the one thing he did not want to hear, a guy did it with his teeth.

Inside the precinct, Stonetree uses red flags on the map to show where the three killings in three hours were. They are to bring in anyone suspicious but carefully as the killer's ripping the victim's apart. Schanke tells Stonetree that people think the killer's cleaning vermin off the street, which angers Stonetree, and denies sharing that opinion.

Inside the Raven, Janette tells Nick everyone's on their good behavior, that no one would be stupid enough to kill near the club because they don't need any extra attention. Nick tells her he brought Richard across and asks if she has seen him. She is not happy because Richard could endanger them all, and could expose the Community.

Craven has a terrified Delgardo tied to a chair. She tells him she did not tell the cops anything. He holds her chin commenting that she thought about it. A thug hits her, knocking her out.

Craven's stunned to see Richard alive, comments he killed him. He orders his thugs to shoot. They see the bullets have no effect on Richard, who vamps out terrifying them. Richard has forgotten who he is, allowing his new powers to go to his head. He is out for justice at any cost.

Nick flashes back to Elizabeth killing her attacker out of revenge. She tells him they did anything for her before she got sick because of her beauty, and now she is paying them back for their betrayal. Nick tells her it is not what he wanted for her.

The inside Saul Craven's office shows the carnage, bodies strewn everywhere. Delgardo has fang marks in her neck. Nick cannot believe the horror before him.

Nick and Natalie enter the loft mid discussion. She cannot believe her brother did all that carnage, asking what happened to him. Nick tells her he did what he truly wanted to do, make the streets safe by putting criminals away for good. They agree Richard has lost some of his humanity, and it might not be bad if the sun kills him, knowing it's sunrise. Richard asks why, all cold vampire. Natalie admits it is all her fault, but Richard tells her it's not, that it's Nick's fault, instantly in front of Nick. Natalie hides behind Nick, afraid of her brother for the first time. Nick flashes back as the past and present mix.

Elizabeth reminds Nick he gave her the power. He tells her he healed her and she betrayed him. She tells him to take his reward, meaning sex. Richard tells Nick he must take the blame with the credit. Elizabeth seductively looks at Nick, reminding him she is his creation as he angrily looks at her.

In the loft, Natalie's shocked to see her brother so evil. Nick feels betrayed. Richard flies up to the balcony asking Nick if he wants to take away his power. Nick tells Richard he can not kill again, that he must control himself. Richard asks why. Natalie hopes hearing she loves him will help him get control. Richard tells them that he can finally put the criminals away for good. Natalie tells him it is wrong. Sarah enters catching everyone by surprise. He lands a foot from her, both pleased to see each other. Nick is next to Sarah keeping an eye on Richard. Natalie stays back, worried and sad. Richard whammies his wife as they comment how much they missed each other, and that it is real. When she repeats the exact same words, Nick knows she's been whammied and keeps her and Richard apart, even when Richard moves towards her. Natalie notices the whammy. Richard vamps out and growls for Sarah to come to him. Natalie tells him no as she pulls Sarah behind her.

Richard grabs Nick, starting a fight, which trashes part of the loft. Natalie tries to keep her and Sarah safe. Nick does not want to fight, only doing what he must to defend himself. Richard admits he just wants to do good. He opens the box with Joan's cross and presses Nick's cheek onto it.

Nick flashes back to his realization that Elizabeth will never change or have remorse, and destruction is his only choice. He shoves her back into the fire, watching it consume her.

Nick's fed up and fights back. Richard tosses Nick into the wall, knocking him out. Natalie quickly grabs Joan's cross for protection and holds it out in front of her as Richard approaches. She is terrified of the monster he has become, knowing he could kill them both. It does not repel him. He smacks his sister hard enough to send her flying over chair several feet away and thuds on the floor. Nick sees this as he comes around and stakes Richard with a table leg. Sarah passes out, overwhelmed. Nick asks Richard for forgiveness.

Nick asks Elizabeth's ashes for forgiveness.

Natalie stands, wipes her nose as if injured, and sees Nick holding her brother in the sunlight by the stake as he goes poof. She loudly sniffles, knowing Nick staked a monster.  It was for the best, but it still hurts. Nick is upset and after a moment looks away from Natalie, not happy with what he had to do, knowing there was no alternative. He has a long scar-like burn down his entire cheek.

Sarah is conscious as they are all seated at the table, Nick's entire cheek's bandaged. He whammies Sarah to believe everything since Richard's funeral was a nightmare. She came over to check on Natalie. He snaps his finger and she awakens. Nick asks how she is. Natalie tells her she fainted, surprising Sarah, who says she has never fainted before. She asks about the bandage and hears it was a stupid accident. Sarah tells them about her nightmare, and about how real it seemed.  She comments that she wishes that he had had a second chance. Natalie momentarily looks away guiltily, knowing how Sarah feels. Sarah thanks them for the lovely funeral and turns down Natalie's offer to go home with her. She and Amy need time alone. She will tell Amy Richard's death was something God wanted. Natalie tells her children sometimes understand things better than adults do. Nick is brooding. Natalie gives him a quick look.

Nick flashes back to the fresh graves of Elizabeth's victims, lowering his hat in a gesture of respect.

The end.
Dead Air

Season 1 Episode 10

Written by Alison Bingeman

Directed by Steve DiMarco

Guest stars:

Dr. Christina Noble........................... Diane Cary

Matthew....................................... David Hewlett

(no character names given)

Jonathan Wise, Reiner Schwarz, Barbara Barsky, Tannis Burnett, Justine Campbell, Dan Pawlick, Megan Smith, Steve Whistance Smith

Dr. Christina Noble is hosting her radio talk show and deals with the usual range of bizarre calls. She gets a call from Carol, who turns out to be a guy using a voice changer. He tells her he wants to talk about sexy blondes he can talk to, ones who respect his feelings. He is in a room somewhere with a squirming, whimpering woman telling Noble that when women do not respect his feelings he makes them beg for mercy, twisting a lipstick all the way up. That he cannot help what comes next, describing his actions as he strangles the woman. Noble is worried, telling him his fantasy sounds a bit sick, believing it to be a sick joke.

In Stonetree's office, he and Dr. Noble are listening to the tape of her show. She tells him doing her show taught her about voices, and she has never heard that one before. They do not use caller ID because it violates the show's total anonymity policy. She is frustrated when he tells her all they can do is analyze the background noise on the tape and do a profile. Nick enters as she leaves.

Stonetree confirms she's the radio shrink, but does not know what her show has to do with real psychiatry. He tells Nick about the tape and her claim. Nick asks if it's a hoax and Stonetree tells him there's no proof, that the whole city heard it. Nick adds that her nervousness did not make it seem like a PR stunt.

In the Caddy, Schanke tells Nick he never listens to that show because work is enough of a reminder of the world they live in. Nick tells him that she was truly scared. Schanke comments that Dr. Noble is a hardened pro who is back at work, proving it by tuning in her show. She tells her audience the police are investigating the previous show.

Dr. Noble's topic for the night is sharing one's dark side. Schanke listens and tells Nick about other show topics. Nick teases him for claiming he never listens to her show. He admits he listens once in a while for research. Nick does not buy it and teases him.

The suspected killer calls again and excitedly tells Noble that he is in the bridal suite with a woman. This captures Nick and Schanke's attention. In the background, a woman is heard squirming and whimpering as the killer calls her the blushing bride. Both detectives grow more concerned when they learn she is tied up. Nick pulls over, has Schanke take the wheel and call it in.

Nick runs down the street tracking the voices. Schanke calls in the possible homicide in progress and hears an emergency call. They tell him to respond alone.

Hearing both sides of the conversation, Nick lands on a tall building trying to locate the killer. The killer tells Dr. Noble her words are useless and she knows what he is going to do. The killer admit he's going to blow the bride's mind to bits as Nick tries to narrow it down from hundreds of windows to one.

The sound tech calls 911. A pair of hands struggle to untie themselves as the killer tells Noble he always does as told and the important thing is the woman has to die because she's nothing.

Nick flashes back to Europe between 1440-1460. He and Janette watch LaCroix torture a man, telling them the man's nothing and has to die along with the reason for his slow death.

Nick snaps back to the present as Dr. Noble pleads with the killer not to take the woman's life, to let her go. A gunshot shocks and upsets her. She knows she lost. Nick is in the air as soon as he hears the shot and inside the studio a moment later. Christina's eyes show her conflicting emotions as she looks at the two men.

As they walk down a hallway, a woman tells Schanke she knows something is very wrong because the dog's been barking and has not seen the woman for two days. They enter the room and see a dead woman's hands tied to the headboard.

At the crime scene, Nick holds the lipstick container as Schanke comments she is a freelance photographer who was last seen two nights ago. Natalie zips the body bag as Schanke peeks inside. She tells Nick and Schanke she repeatedly sees such murders and technically understands why. Nick finishes her thought that understanding it psychologically is another thing. She agrees.

Stonetree enters. He learns it could be the body from the other night, they do not have a weapon or motive. Natalie tells them the progression of rigor mortis indicates the victim's been dead for 18-24 hours. Nick adds it's the time of the call in, searches for the telephone and pushes the auto redial button. Everyone is confused until CTOK answers.

The voice analysis suggests the killer is no more than twenty-five and Caucasian. There is no sign of forced entry, and his prints are everywhere suggesting she knew her killer. Nick thinks the killer followed her home from the store, while Schanke thinks it was a date. Stonetree is not sure there is a second body thinking it could be a copycat. Nick says he will have tonight's tape analyzed and if there is a voice match, it eliminates a copycat. Schanke adds they might get some background noise. Nick suggests putting a trace on Noble's telephone lines at the station might make it easier. Stonetree tells them that nothing new leaks out and Nick goes to the station tomorrow. They need to search bridal suites.

Noble's unscheduled topic is feelings of helplessness and anger. Nick tells them they are all set and just need the killer to call. Nick learns that she is driven and smokes. Her boss thinks she can handle it because she is a pro.

The killer calls from a payphone, stopwatch in hand. Christina takes the call, asking if she knows him, trying to keep him talking. He tells her there are different kinds of knowing someone, then mockingly asks for help, begging not to be hurt. She is disturbed, asking why he likes the sound of someone helpless and afraid. He tells her she knows why, which she denies. She confirms she is a shrink when asked. He hits too close to home when he asks why she is not in an office with a couch and it shows. He complains all they do is talk. Nick animatedly gestures for her to keep him talking. She tells the killer that he called to talk about his feelings, and he asks how she knows. Nick lets her know they have six numbers. The killer looks at his stopwatch and tells her he has to go.

Every one in the studio is frustrated and it shows. Christina's knows she failed, tells Nick she screwed up by confronting him, scaring him off. Nick reassures her she did great. The killer is getting used to the attention so they will get him next time. She tells Nick she would have seen it if she were not so rusty. Nick inquires and hears that you have to use it or lose it. Schanke calls, is put on speakerphone telling them body number two was found in a bridal suite. Christina is shocked. She asks about the bodies, why she was not told. Nick tells her it is police business, wishing he had not put it on speakerphone. He tells Schanke he will be right there. She follows Nick out of the booth disturbed, asking if her show is the cause, making it her business as well. She is quite disturbed as she hears they will talk later.

Inside bridal suite, Nick seals a red lipstick in an evidence bag. Schanke comments he could have lured her in under the pretence he wanted to see it before renting it. That everything about this victim is the same as the last one. Nick tells him it's a race against time and gets a strange look on his face when Schanke comments that is how it is with serial killers.

Nick again flashes back to Europe. Janette places a Roman style Laurel Leaf crown on a tortured man's head, telling LaCroix the man looks like his father. Nick tells LaCroix that if he is going to drink the man's blood, to get on with it. LaCroix comments on how shallow Nick's life must be, and that he will learn to understand and appreciate the sheer pleasure one can get from killing creatively. LaCroix is truly savoring the experience. Nick's disgust shows as he tells LaCroix he makes him sick. LaCroix tells Nick not to watch as he approaches his victim.

Nick snaps back to the present. He learns he will have a fingerprint report by noon. They know the killer having a criminal or psychiatric record would help. Schanke is working on a warrant for the psychiatric records. If the killer does have a psychiatric record his MO will stick out, and there cannot be that many psychotics into makeup. Dr. Noble tells them they would be surprised. Noble comments that Schanke's one of her biggest fans as she and Schanke are introduced, surprising him. Christina sees the bagged lipstick and suggests the killer uses it to dress up the victim. Schanke does not want any part of it. Nick tells her she is right, asking how she knows. She comments that women do not crush their lipstick when they apply it, and she interned in forensic psychiatry for three years. Schanke reminds Nick they were ordered not to tell anyone. She tells them she understands, maybe she can tell them what they are looking for if they let her look around. Schanke tells her he and Nick are leaving. When she opens the curtain slightly Nick's concerned by the sunlight but is in no danger as long as she does not fully open them.

Schanke enters the Kings Mills Psychiatric Hospital, gives the nurse the warrant and is led to a room stuffed with file boxes, with barely enough room for the door. Schanke's horrified at the thought of searching thousands of files and asks if it is on a computer. The nurse tells him that the warrant is for the files not the database and leaves.

Inside the bridal suite, Noble learns the killer does not have sex with the victim, commenting the killer is probably impotent. Nick suggests it's about power, not sex and learns it's not what he thinks because the killer's dressing them up to conquer them, but he's really trying to conquer his fear. Nick tells her both rooms are largely undisturbed. She tells him that there was little struggle suggesting the fantasy started the moment they entered, that he was ready for them, stalked them. Nick adds he knew they would be alone, or could get them alone. Nick learns that the killer probably met the first victim that night, maybe she mentioned listening to the show. Nick confirms that a Caucasian hair was found on the victim.   He learns that the killer is attractive, intelligent and charming, but lacks the crucial element of self-esteem. He does not feel a part of the human race, so the rules do not apply to him, which allow him to keep on killing and punishing. Nick comments that he is punishing women and himself, that part of him understands while another part does not. Each murder is an act of self-hatred, confirming his belief that he is worthless.

Nick learns about her 15 year old patient whose mother so severely abused him it took a year before he'd look at Noble and only opened up when Noble gained his trust. He transferred his feelings from his mother to Noble. She realized she was not getting anywhere and hospitalized him. Nick tells her she blames herself for letting him down, despite doing what she was trained for, that she is too hard on herself, that no miracles are promised. She tells Nick her patient brutalized and killed his mother when released, upset by her failure. She confirms it is when she gave up her practice and respectability for pop psychiatry, because a degree does not make you a good doctor. Nick comments that the killer could be living out his fantasy of killing his mother, hearing since it's not her he has to keep doing it.

Nick flashes back to Europe, asking LaCroix how he can be so cruel and learns it was bred into him. Nick reminds LaCroix they are killers, not torturers. LaCroix admits he is talking about a more insidious kind of breeding, holding the man's eyes open as he looks down at him. LaCroix comments on the man bearing an uncanny resemblance to his father, orders the man to say he loves LaCroix, using the name Oedipus. The gagged man refuses to do so. LaCroix's vamped out, behaving like a badly abused, severe emotionally neglected child, now grown into a tormentor of those around him. LaCroix ends each sentence with Oedipus, asking the man to admit that he is sorry, to forgive him. LaCroix admits he is torturing the guy because of his own treacherous introduction to the world. Janette's shocked and horrified. Nick is even more repulsed and it shows. Nick comments that Oedipus accidentally killed his father, and hears LaCroix comment that no one still believes it. Janette is turned on, eagerly waiting for LaCroix to bite the man. LaCroix starts to but cannot bring himself to do it, frustrated and angered by his failure. Nick seems almost proud of LaCroix for not doing it. LaCroix is not happy that he cannot kill the man.

Nick snaps out of the flashback. Christina tells Nick she enjoyed the challenge as they walk through the dark parking garage, hearing she should do it more often, and hears to hold off the praise until she's proven right. They split up. Nick quickly moves through the sunlight, gets into his car, moving to the trunk as soon as she is around the corner.

Inside the precinct, Stonetree yells at Nick for letting Noble into the crime scene because every copycat around will know the details. Nick comments that she profiled the killer. Stonetree does not think she is a real psychiatrist. Nick's anger and frustration clearly show. Schanke calls in from a pay phone wanting overtime, complaining about thirty more boxes to go through, is getting the runaround and asks if there's anything to narrow it down. Nick tells him to look for any young male from the last five years who might've been recently released, with a record of violence against women, especially female family members. Schanke grumbles, hangs up, and heads for the file room when he spots an empty office. He and ducks inside seeing the coast is clear, closing the door behind him.

Nick enters the loft, grabs a wine bottle, and sees he has a message.

Inside CTOK, the sound tech patches through a call to Noble's car. Christina learns the caller is an old patient who wants to talk to her outside of work, shaking her up.

Matthew Reade asks if she remembers him. She is spooked, but tries to hide it as she tells him that she remembers him. She learns he's not doing well, has been out of the hospital for about year, and listens to her on the radio. He is disturbed by the recent stuff. She tells him she understands and he should go back to the hospital. He tells her he does not want to and is sorry he called. She quickly tells him it is good he called.

Schanke asks Nick if he is returning to CTOK, learns he is, and they are setting up the trace again. Schanke tells him he pulled the best guess out of fifty candidates. Nick asks if any were homicides and learns about the fifteen-year-old boy who sat around with his mother's dead body for a few days before calling the police. Nick learns the mother did not have blonde curly hair, but Noble does, alarming him.

Christina tells Matthew she wants to help and they need to talk. When she learns he is afraid to go out, she offers to go to him and gets his address.

Nick's at the loft on a stormy night as he remembers many different things said to him. He thinks about what Christina said about it possibly being all her fault.   He recalls her comments about the lipstick being used on the victims because the killer does not feel a part of the human race, so the rules do not apply. He relives LaCroix's rant about cruelty being bread into him. Nick remembers telling LaCroix they are killers, not torturers. LaCroix referring to a much more insidious kind of breeding. He tells Stonetree that Christina profiled the killer, asking Schanke if the mother had curly blonde hair, learning she didn't but Noble does, and about Matthew's fantasy of repeatedly killing his mother because once wasn't enough.

Christina arrives at Matthew's and peers in.

Nick enters the sound booth and learns they are playing a tape because Noble did not show up. Nick is uneasy as he learns about the call. He calls her but she does not answer.

Inside Matthew's apartment, Christina says he has grown up. Matthew tells her he has in some ways, but he is not sure they are good ways. She is scared, suspecting he was not released, but escaped. She hides her fear.

Nick tells Stonetree he needs backup because he thinks Noble is in danger and but does not know her location.

Matthew approaches commenting that Christina's purse is like his mother's purse. She instinctively backs up, asking him if he wants to talk. He tells her he has been thinking about his mother a lot these days as he walks past her.

Schanke enters the studio, and is left with the call tracer while Nick darkly and seductive tells the audience to call. All they can do now is wait and hope the killer calls.

Matthew tells Christina he feels partially responsible for her smoking. She reminds him he is not to take the blame for everything. He tells her there are things he should take the blame for. She tells him he is not responsible for how his mother treated him, that he never deserved it.

Nick darkly, seductively tells the audience tonight's topic is fantasy and wants to know if anyone has ever acted out their fantasy.

Matthew locks his door. Christina asks if he is afraid she will leave. He menacingly reminds her she left him in the hospital. She tells him he needed more help to heal than she could give, that he wasn't as well as he is now. He tells her it is because she, like his mother, did not care about him. Learning he escaped worries her. He tells her he found her show because an orderly used to listen to it. It was like talking to her, being with her and he would be lost without her. He listens to the radio, realizing it is someone else.

Inside the studio, Nick asks if anyone else wants to push the envelope.

Christina tells Matthew it is probably a guest speaker when asked. Nick darkly, seductively asks about the ultimate fantasy in life. Matthew starts his stopwatch as he is put on the air. Nick asks him about his fantasy, as Schanke starts the trace. Matthew aims his gun at a scared Christina as he tells Nick he is living out his fantasy, and it is not talking on the telephone. Nick asks Matthew for all the details, and Matthew takes the bait. Schanke signals they finished the trace and have the address.

Matthew hears a beep, looks at the stopwatch, angered he stayed on too long. He rants that he blew it as he slams the receiver down panicking that they know where he is. Nick leaves Schanke there to cover the show while he goes after Matthew. Schanke is not sure what to do or say.

While Nick is at the top of a tall building trying to locate Matthew, he's dragging Christina onto the roof and tosses her to the ground. Nick flies towards them as Matthew calls himself stupid for screwing everything up. She tells him to put down the gun, that he does not really want to kill her. He yells that she left him after telling him it was not his fault for how he was.  It was his mother's fault. He is angry and quite hurt, repeating that she left him. That he killed his mother and they blamed him for it, that she blamed him too. She tells him that they did not and if they did, he would have been in prison, not a hospital.

Matthews confused, unsure what to do, tells her she hates him and lied to him. She denies it, telling him deep down he knows that she tried to help him. He very coldly calls her mother raising the gun and tells her he is going kill him for making her hate him.

Nick lands behind Christina, vamped out. Matthew is shocked, not sure what to make of it and fires on Nick, backing up as Nick advances on him. Matthew trips over a pole and falls back into the high voltage equipment behind him, electrocuting him as Nick watches helplessly. Nick's features are back to normal as he approaches Christina. He asks if she is okay, telling her she did everything possible. She tells him she badly twisted her ankle, but is otherwise okay.

The next night Schanke is listening to the new host, turning the channel when Nick returns. Nick hears the music and comments he did not think Schanke was into opera. Schanke admits it is part of his self-improvement program. Nick pushes a preset button and hears CTOK's new host talks about it being late, the mood kinky. Nick grins that he thought so. Schanke admits he just wanted to hear how the new host was working out.

The host tells the audience she wants to hear from all uniformed men if uniforms really turn women on. Nick's expression tells Schanke he's up to something and is a little worried. Christina watches from the other side of the studio glass, a part of her missing it. Nick calls the station teasing Schanke that the topic was made for him. Nick will not let Schanke hang up. Nick comments that his partner has to have a few stories, that repression is unhealthy. If he holds it in, he will be on Dr. Noble's new couch in no time. Schanke cannot believe Nick is doing that to him.

The host answers, Nick tells her to hold on as he shoves the telephone into a very nervous Schanke's hand. Nick is grinning, urging Schanke on. Schanke gives in and says hello. Nick's laughing as Schanke tells her it happened one time when he was a rookie.

The end

Hunters

Season 1, Episode 11

Written by Peter Mitchell

Directed by Michael Levine

Guest stars:

Mackavoy.......................... Daniel Kash

Jim Anderson.....................William Colgate

Norma Ellis........................ Rachel Luttrell

Larry Merlin....................... Bill MacDonald

Will Struthers..................... Robert Hollinger

(no character names given)

Araby Lockhart, Debra Winter, Nicu Branzea

Nick, Schanke and Jim Anderson are talking about Jim's promotion to day commander as they walk down the street. How Jim does not want to give up the streets, go back to homicide, or give up the night hours, but likes the pay raise. Nick tells him he understands. Nick learns Schanke got his donut nickname because of his love for donuts and teases Schanke. Jim and Schanke were partners for four years. Jim never let Schanke get away with anything, reminding Schanke he has a great thing with Myra.

All of a sudden, Jim's whole body jerks. The sound of a gunshot reveals he has been shot. He falls into Schanke's arms. Schanke instinctively catches him and sadly lowers him to the ground. Nick searches for the shooter while crouched behind his car, gun out.

Natalie learns there was only one shell casing, meaning the shooter was one hell of a shot to hit Anderson from the roof. Schanke looks lost. Nick tells Natalie he is frustrated because he did not see or hear a damn thing, surprising her. Stonetree tells Nick to take Schanke home. Schanke refuses to go home or take a few days off, asking if they forgot Jim bleeding to death on the pavement. Schanke angrily tells him he is going to hunt down whoever shot his friend, mean expression on his face worrying both Nick and Stonetree. Nick suggests Stonetree cut Schanke a little slack.

Stonetree tells Schanke the story about how he lost a partner back in '78, that Billy was a great influence on him. That killing the murderer never brings back the dead, or makes you feel better. Stonetree tells Nick to look after Schanke, and he is giving them the case, but everything had better be done perfectly. Schanke reassures him it will be.

As Nick's driving, Schanke tells him their first week out of the academy Jim showed he really knew what made people tick and was a great cop. Nick asks if Jimmy had any enemies. Schanke tells Nick he does not know because it has been years since he and Jimmy worked together. He appreciates Nick backing him up with the Captain. Nick tells him it's what partners are for. Schanke agrees.

Inside the precinct, Nick learns the computer's still down due to software glitches and might be up tomorrow. Nick tells Norma he needs all of Anderson's outstanding cases from Vice. When Schanke enters, she offers her condolences. Schanke is given a small stack of mail, including a manila envelope and the Police Special. Schanke grumbles about it being a week late and having to buy it off the newsstand, defeating the purpose of a subscription. Schanke opens a manila envelope stunned by the bulls-eye drawn over a picture of him holding Jim's body. Nick asks what's wrong and sees the picture.

Schanke comments he is the one the shooter was after, not Jimmy. Stonetree examines the picture and tells them that the shooter could have hit him right there if he had wanted to. He's after both of them, but wants Schanke to sweat first. Stonetree suggests sending Myra and Jenny to the cottage with twenty-four hour a day protection until they catch the guy, suggesting Schanke go as well. Schanke heavily protests, getting a reminder it is different now.

Nick flashes back to 1840 Britain. He, Janette and LaCroix are racing through the sunlit countryside on horseback, shielded by the trees and their thick cloaks. They smoke as they are forced into the sunlight between dense patches of trees. Janette falls behind and tells the others to go on. Nick goes back, rescues her and her horse despite LaCroix's angry shouts for Nick to leave her. Shortly, the three of them run into a large shack. They are scared. Janette comments that the horses outside will lead the hunters to them. LaCroix angrily hisses for her to be quiet hearing approaching horses. Janette clings to Nick. LaCroix is shot in the back.

In the bullpen, Nick and Schanke discuss his being hunted, not being forced to join his family, but staying where the killer won't find him, at least not easily, and not being able to find the killer while sequestered. The tech guy tells Norma the database is all set.

Schanke refuses to enter the very low budget motel forcing Nick to physically escort him inside. Neither notices the car pulling in and stopping some distance from them.

Inside the motel room, Nick introduces Schanke and the young officer to each other, warns Struthers someone is coming after Schanke, who will be trying to escape. Nick tells Schanke to do him a favor and stay put, and gets a very reluctant promise to do so.

Outside, someone gets out of the other car and heads for the motel.

Inside, Struthers and Schanke discuss dinner, inviting Nick to join their Chinese food repast. Nick hesitates and agrees to stay, but will just watch.

Outside, the killer sets something on the window ledge and opens the window.

Inside, the food has been devoured. Schanke is reading the police newspaper's suggestive personals out loud. Schanke embarrasses Struthers by asking if he is interested. The officer shakes his head. Nick also turns him down. Schanke tells Nick he needs a woman because Myra has made him very happy even with the occasional problem.

The killer turns the window into a bomb by lining the sill with plastic explosive and sticks something around the corner of the small window. He sticks the detonator plugs into it and tapes the explosives to the windowsill.

Nick tells them he enjoyed the male bonding thing but has to go. Schanke wishes he could stay but understands. Schanke asks Nick to check on his family. Nick agrees to make sure they are okay. Schanke tells him to catch the guy and hears they will. Nick tells Struthers to make sure Schanke's okay. Nick leaves. Schanke checks out the TV listings.

Outside, the bomber is finishing up his bomb.

Inside, Schanke's suggestions are turned down until they find the kitten channel.

Nick almost reaches his car when the motel window behind him blows out in a large fireball, throwing Nick hard against his car. Nick turns and runs into the burning room pulling Schanke out alive. He gets Schanke away from the building, restraining him, as he wants to go back for the young officer. Nick tells him Struthers is dead. Both partners are upset. Nick consoles his partner.

The fire department extinguished the fire, which totally burnt out the room. Struthers body is rolled out in a body bag. Nick walks up to Schanke sitting on the back step of the ambulance still stunned, a blanket around his shoulders, a large cut on his cheek. The bomb squad said there was plastique on the inside of the bathroom window, probably triggered when Struthers turned on the bathroom light. Schanke comments he would be dead if the bed had not pinned him against the wall. Nick puts his hand on Schanke's back to comfort him. Schanke crankily comments that the bastard knew exactly what to do and where to put it, leading both to think that it could be someone in the precinct. Schanke is a bit freaked knowing there is no where to hide. Nick tells him not to be so sure about that causing Schanke to look at him.

Inside the Raven, Janette flatly refuses. Nick comments it is just for a day or two. She tells him she cannot risk it because Schanke is an outsider. Nick tells her that Schanke needs their help. She asks what happens if he learns their secret. Both know that answer. Nick tells Janette that they should understand Schanke being hunted.

Nick and Janette escape to the shack where she desperately tells the hunters to leave them alone because they mean no harm. LaCroix tells her she is wasting her breath on the expert hunters. Nick is trying to keep the determined hunters out. Janette nearly gets nailed by a flaming pole through the window right before the hunters break in. LaCroix tells Nick to show no mercy. Nick vamps out and drains the first hunter.

They snap back to the present. Nick tells her both he and Schanke need her help taking her tiny nod to mean she'll help, thanking her with words and a large kiss. Nick tells Schanke he will be safe if he listens to Janette. Schanke tells Nick to keep him informed. Nick sees Schanke watching a woman walk by and has momentary second thoughts before teasingly telling Schanke to please keep his hands off the women. Schanke agrees.

Nick is at home working through the daylight hours. Natalie tells him in 1985 Schanke and Anderson arrested Daniel Gellar for assault with a deadly weapon and did five for ten. She tosses it aside discovering he lives in Vancouver. When Nick gets cranky, she tells him she has others way to spend the day. He apologizes, realizing she's right and tells her he is under a lot of stress. He tells her that Schanke is under even more stress. She tries to reassure him that Schanke's safe at the club and he tells her Schanke is a caged animal and the longer he is caged the more dangerous he becomes.

Nick has a quick flashback to the flaming pole entering the shack near Janette.

Natalie is concerned when Nick says you never feel safe when you are the hunted.

Inside the Raven, Schanke is extremely bored being the only one in the club.

Nick and Natalie are still searching when the telephone rings. Schanke complains about being bored. Nick asks him if being shot is better. He tells Nick all he has heard so far is about Nick's lack of faith in him and his abilities. He is the one who is going to be killed, not Nick. Schanke asks what happens if he gets the killer first. Nick tells him it is not a contest to see who is the best cop, turning down Schanke's offer to be bait. Schanke tells him he has to do something. Nick reminds him that he was nearly blown to bits. Schanke sees someone walk across the back of the empty club and go through a door. He hangs up suddenly feeling as if he put Schanke in the wrong cage.

Schanke nervously wanders down the long black back hallway asking if anyone's there, telling them he's a police officer continuing on until he sees the black coffin sitting on a table, commenting he knew the place was full of weirdoes. He sees two tall wooden latched boxes next to the coffin with clear spots showing the doors have been opened. Schanke hesitates a moment before reaching for one. Janette firmly clamps down on his shoulder, sternly asking what he is doing. Schanke nervously tells her he thought he saw someone lurking. She thanks him for his concern and tells him she is quite able to take care of herself and her club. He tells her he wanted to help and she releases him, leading him out of the cellar as she tells him not to be down there. He asks about the coffin and she tells him they occasionally cater to fetish clients. He leaves, not sure, if he believes her.

Once he's upstairs she opens the box he nearly did, reassuring the female vampire hanging there as well as the others there that it's okay and he's gone, but to watch out.

In the precinct, Norma tells Nick the computer worked for a few hours that morning. Nick admits he is a night person. She gives the large print out to Nick telling him contains Jim Anderson and Don Schanke's arrests, commendations, medical and personal histories. Nick asks her to also get a list of those convicted and recently released who are good with weapons, including former servicemen. She types 16596 making Nick uneasily ask what she is doing with his badge number. She tells him that he too is Schanke's partner, and was at the shooting. Nick's worry grows when the screen shows only his name and last few years with them. She asks which police force he was with before. He nervously tells her it is okay, to get him the stuff on Schanke and Anderson, kisses her cheek and leaves. She is a little confused and suspicious.

In the Raven, Schanke tells Janette he does not usually nose around but he's very bored and tired of being cooped up. He is a man of action. His old man told him if someone comes after you, you go for the throat. He asks if she understands. She tells him she intimately does. Schanke's surprised. She tells him that she has been pursued, that running and hiding get you nowhere. He's again surprised and tells her that is exactly what he was saying and she should tell that to Nick. She tells him that she does not think Nick needs to be told it as she flashes back to the shack.

Janette's vamped out, growling, watching one of their pursuers enter and charge Nick, who drops him with a pitchfork while avoiding the sunlight.

Schanke's surprised to hear Nick took on an entire Chicago gang by himself. Janette uneasily admits she has never seen him so violent before. It surprised her. Schanke's surprised. She admits that if he had not done it, they would have killed her. Schanke tells her that Nick is a different guy now. Janette admits it is a shame, surprising him. She comments that Nick thinks reasoning is the answer. Schanke sees that she disagrees, a little surprised and a little worried. His body language shows he likes her and is comfortable around her. She tells him that when someone tries to take something from you, you strike back. It is what differentiates the winners from the losers. He agrees.

Elsewhere, Alan Smithee asks via the telephone about a personal ad he placed and learns that it will be run tonight. The guy's pleased, and is the computer technician.

Nick tells Stonetree he's gone over the files and does not think it is anyone Anderson or Schanke busted. There are only two guys who could have done it. One's in a holding cell at the forty-fourth and the other lives in Stratford and has an alibi. Stonetree is not happy it could be a cop or ex-cop.  Stonetree comments that the union will not go for the expense or the time that it would take IA to run a full background on every officer. Nick comments it might save Schanke's life. Stonetree tells Nick he will make the request, but not to expect much.

Norma bumps into Nick in the doorway a little uneasy. Nick leaves but listens in to what she tells Stonetree behind the closed door. She tells Stonetree exactly what Nick did not want to hear that according to the computer, Officer Knight does not exist.

Inside the Raven, Janette answers the telephone. Nick asks if Schanke is still there. She tensely tells him that he is every second of the day. Nick asks if Larry Merlin is in town.

Nick is inside the loft gloomily thinking back to Schanke telling him he is nuts for wanting to quit so early. Nick remembers Schanke thanking him for sticking up for him, complaining that he can't catch Jim's killer sitting on his ass, and telling Schanke to stay put so the killer doesn't find him.  He relives in his thoughts everything that Norma told Stonetree about him, his request for full background checks on all cops, and how Stonetree said that the union would never go for it even if it might save Schanke's life. He blows out the candle as he remembers Norma telling Stonetree Officer Knight does not exist, over and over again.

 A wall is plastered with newspaper clippings almost on top of each other. A muscular guy is hanging upside down from one of those exercise equipment pieces designed for it, soon flips himself upright and releases himself. He grabs a quick bite, pops a clip into his gun and cocks it. There are several guns mounted on the back wall, some semi-automatic, one an automatic machine gun.

Nick's driving and thinking.

Inside the Raven, Schanke complains to a bored blonde that it would be over if they allowed him to go after the killer. He sees she's not interested and asks what is taking Nick so long as he looks at Nick talking with someone across the room. Larry Merlin tells Nick accessing the Toronto mainframe will not be a problem, pleasing Nick. Merlin tells him there is more to it, since they flagged him as a blank file, they will back check all the way to the hospital computer where he was born. Which means he's going to have to upload the identity they create to all those computers, which will take a week, maybe less if he's lucky. He tells Merlin he needs it done quickly because once they start asking questions and stops talking when Schanke approaches. Merlin tells Nick he should have come to him in the first place, it would've been done properly, saving Nick a lot of grief, and not to worry because he'll find a way to do it. Merlin leaves, computer in hand.

Schanke tells Nick he has a serious case of cabin fever and has to do something now or he will go nuts and do something rash. Nick tells him to stay put, which only angers Schanke. Both tempers flare. Schanke demands to know what Nick is not telling him. Nick tells him all the leads show it is a cop trying to kill Schanke. Schanke cannot believe it. He grumbles that he is not just going to wait around there and hears that is exactly what he is going to do because his wife and daughter prefer him alive. He knows Nick's right, but does not have to like it.

Outside, the guy from the upside down device walks down the alley. It is the computer technician.

Inside the Raven, Schanke's mood brightens when he realizes it's Friday. He heads for the door, but is stopped by Janette. She playfully scolds him that he is not leaving. He tells her he's going out of his mind with boredom and wants to go across the street and get the new Police Special. He pleads with her, promising to be right back, crossing his heart.

Schanke is, at the newsstand reading the personals. Fear takes over as he reads one that threatens the lives of his wife and daughter if he does not go to Memory Lane tonight, alone. Schanke is terrified that the hunter knows where his family is and takes off.

Schanke runs down the street as fast as he can, shouting that it is a police emergency, and commandeering the first car, he sees. The driver protests but loses.

Inside the Raven, Janette tells Nick Schanke left fifteen minutes ago to go across the street for a paper, promising to be right back. Nick is not happy as he reminds her she was supposed to look after him. She tells him she did but it is not her job to baby-sit his partner. Nick reminds her Schanke's being hunted. She tells him to let the hunted become the hunter. Nick comments that Schanke is acting purely on instinct, totally out of control. Janette asks if running on the survival instinct is such a bad thing.

Stonetree asks if anyone knows anything about a plain clothes officer commandeering a car on Richard Avenue, approaching Nick. Nick walks off.

Schanke arrives at Memory Lane angrily telling his attacker to come out and face him or he will go in there. Schanke pulls his gun, ready for trouble. He starts exploring the training ground careful not to be ambushed, especially once the pop up people are activated. A shot lands right at his feet causing Schanke to dive for cover. The loudspeaker comes to life calling him donut.

Nick is questioning Alice at her newsstand. She tells him Schanke was there one minute and gone the next, but he was reading the personals in the police rag. Nick reads them, sees the threat and takes off.

Back at Memory Lane Schanke angrily asks his attacker who he is and learns that he is supposed to be detective and has to figure it out. Schanke is searching for the shooter when he is shot. He quickly finds better cover, still searching.

Nick calls Stonetree asking him what Memory Lane is and learns it's the academy combat exercise area, confirming it is someone who went through the academy, a cop or a cop wannabe. Schanke and Anderson were in the same academy class. Nick ditches his car for the air as he heads for Memory Lane.

At Memory Lane, Schanke removes his tie and ties it around his bleeding bicep. The killer taunts Schanke that he did not get the donut nickname because he loves junk food, but because of his target scores. He fires at Schanke as Schanke makes a run for it, keeping low. The psycho tells Schanke that he got a nearly perfect score, far higher than either Schanke or Anderson, and they didn't make him a cop. Schanke doesn't take the bait. The psycho asks if Schanke remembers Alice Henderson, the innocent bystander who died three years ago when Schanke botched the Fraser bust. He is aggravated that Schanke cannot figure out who he is. Schanke is playing it smart and staying quiet. Nick still trying to locate the voices.

Schanke enters a building, flattening himself against the wall as he reloads his gun, then climbs the stairs angrily asking who his tormenter is. The psycho gives the phrase buzz saw as a clue. Schanke realizes its Mackavoy. Mackavoy rants that the three of them were friends. That Anderson and Schanke made it while he failed and that failure haunts you forever because everyone knows about it. Schanke comments that Mackavoy flunked the psychiatric because he is unstable, and should have been put away then. Schanke is trying to figure out where it is safe to go, carefully looking before he moves gun first. Mackavoy tells Schanke that computers are the answer. That he was passed over for area manager last week because of that one blot on his record, asking Schanke if he knows how that feels. Mackavoy angrily rants that Anderson was set for promotion.

Nick lands outside the building and tries to locate Schanke.

Nick flashes back to the shack. LaCroix and Janette find a trap door. They leave and tell Nick to join them. He tells them he has to get the last hunter first, tracking him. Janette calls him a fool, closing the door when he refuses to join her.

Inside the Memory Lane building, Schanke carefully opens a classroom door and sees a mannequin in a full police uniform hidden in the shadows. Schanke's relieved it is not real, but after he turns away it pulls it's gun. It is Mackavoy. Nick's still zeroing in.

In another flashback, the guy charges Nick with a silver cross, gets knocked to the ground, and loses the cross. Nick growls, totally vamped out, and chokes the man.

In the present, Nick's located them and runs upstairs. Mackavoy sneaks up on Schanke, is no more than a foot behind him, and raises his gun to fire. Nick warns Schanke. Mackavoy turns around at the sound, giving Schanke the chance to dive for cover and fire. Schanke shoots Mackavoy in the chest. Nick approaches, calls Schanke donut with a grin, and tells Schanke he got Mackavoy and it was great work. The adrenalin rush is over and Schanke passes out, Nick's hands around Schanke's shoulders.

Inside the precinct, Norma tells Stonetree she does not understand it. She spent a week checking every computer database and got nothing. Today all of Nick's information comes right up. Merlin installed Nick's file as promised. Stonetree tells her that computers work in mysterious ways and he has never really trusted them. Nick's asked for his birthplace as he walks by. He cheerfully tells them Chicago. Stonetree comments that it is best to ask the source. Nick tells them it's 1957 and is corrected to 1958. Nick admits it is New Year's Day and that it always confuses him.  He walks away with an 'oops' expression.

Schanke's at his desk, one arm in a sling, answering quiz show questions from the little TV in front of him and doing quite well on an opera one. Nick approaches and Schanke turns it off, grumbling he hates desk duty. Nick comments that he did not know Schanke was an opera buff, learning that Schanke likes Stravinsky, Charlie Parker and the Beatles. Nick learns the whole Schanke family is fine, thanks to Nick. Schanke admits he got in over his head, but Nick reminds him that he brought Mackavoy down. Schanke comments that it would have turned out differently had Nick not warned him.

Nick tells him that everyone loses their judgment once in a while. All someone has to do is press the right buttons. Schanke comments that Mackavoy sure pressed his, and was right, making him wonder just how good a cop he is. Nick tells Schanke he is a damn good cop, which means more than just good shooting. He remind Schanke of the Jefferson case where he saved three lives without pulling his gun, and pulled Mary McAffrey from a burning car. Schanke's suspicious and inquires if Nick read his file. Nick changes the subject, telling him he is a good cop. Schanke is surprised by the compliment.

The end.
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A lady in her mid forties confidently walks down a dock, past admirers and into a club where she meets up with her date and they kiss.

The couple, Lynn and Charlie, go back to her place still kissing. Once inside, their passion escalates. She wants to watch her tape and he wants to try something better. She doubts anything is better than her tape and he tells her to trust him. She does. He chokes her as they are kissing. Her inability to breathe panics her. He tells her feeling like she is dying ups the sexual thrill. She hits him and runs while he is doubled over, ordering him to stay away. He comes at her. A black gloved hand holding a gun fires twice, hitting Charlie both times. Charlie falls to the ground dead.

At the crime scene, reporters are frustrating Schanke, when they do not understand the simple concept of no comment.

Nick and Stonetree approach Schanke and ascertain that the Inspector's wife, Lynn Fiori, is okay, has nasty bruises on her neck, and called in the shooting herself. She shot the intruder twice in the chest with a .22 Long Ladies Special, killing him. Schanke comments on Mrs. Fiori being a better shot than most cops wives. The Fiori cabin was called but her husband is not there.

Inside the bedroom, Stonetree rushes to Lynn's side, tells her he's sorry, sees she's in tears and comforts her. She admits to killing the guy in self-defense and does not want any special treatment. He assures her they will get it quickly cleared up. Schanke unzips the body bag, commenting that the guy looks familiar. Nick teases him for always saying that and being wrong most of the time. Nick asks the first officer there what Lynn said. He learns she repeatedly admitted it was all her fault, how she felt so guilty, and it was self-defense.

Nick flashes back to Hertogenbosch, Holland between 1490-1516. Nick and a beautiful young woman, Ilsa, are modeling for Master Painter Bosch in a candlelit castle studio. Bosch is impatient when Nick tries to find out why Ilsa is upset, and hears he can release her, no details. Nick an Ilsa return to their poses seeing Bosch's increased impatience. They are tiny figures on a large, busy landscape.

At the crime scene, Nick learns Lynn said the same thing until forensics arrived, including that she deserved to die. The officer tells Nick his partner is questioning the neighbors.

Schanke gives Arthur a hard time then leaves. Arthur is dusting for prints. Nick learns the video case has been fingerprinted.  He examines both the adult videotape and its box. Arthur tells Nick that he has not found any slugs and will be the first to know.

Inside Stonetree's office, he pulls a picture of him and a balding man off the wall for closer study.

Nick enters the bullpen and sees Schanke grinning. Schanke tells Nick that he was right, that it was Charlie the mole Gubbins.  He is wanted for everything from white slavery to pornography and prostitution. Schanke makes Nick admit he was wrong before revealing anything further. Nick grimaces and reluctantly, softly does, then has to repeat himself louder. Schanke does a little victory song and dance, which Nick finds mildly amusing.

Stonetree hides the picture when Nick knocks on the door. Stonetree grows emotional as he tells Nick that the Inspector met him and Lynn at the hospital and cried as he took his wife in his arms. Nick tells the Captain that the fact he has known Lynn and Tony for years should not blind him to inconsistencies of the case. Stonetree reminds Nick a doctor said she was nearly choked to death, that a violent perp with an extensive rap sheet was responsible. Nick comments on Lynn's expert marksmanship. He learns Tony wanted her to know how to shoot and orders him to drop the case. Nick drops the adult videotape on the desk, commenting that it is one of the oddities. When Stonetree storms out, Nick grabs the tape and leaves.

Schanke and several male officers watch the pornographic movie. Nick enters as the tape's getting really steamy, turns it off spoiling the party. The officers leave. Schanke explains he was just examining the evidence, giving it a high rating as part of his critique. Nick inquires if the bullets were found in the Fiori apartment as he pops the tape.

Outside the adult video store, a nervous Schanke tells Nick about their new cases.   He advises Nick to drop the Fiori case because it is not only career suicide, but also Stonetree will kill them when he learns they are still on it. Schanke refuses to enter the store because he is not there, but at the morgue working on their new cases and demands the keys. He tells Nick he will be back in half an hour and leaves.

Inside the store, Nick speaks to the owner, Mr. Dalitsky, who tells Nick he will need a warrant to look at his confidential records. Nick sternly tells Dalitsky to look closer, possibly whammying him. Dalitsky searches his file and tells Nick a broad called a couple nights ago to tell him she will return the tape she found in a parking garage. Nick believes Dalitsky's problem reading his writing is a stall and translates for him, getting Dalitsky's confirmation.

Inside the Fiori house, Tony tells Stonetree he wants to take Lynn away because he is afraid she is going to have a nervous breakdown. Stonetree senses something is off, not liking Tony's idea. He tells Tony the press conference will be tomorrow as scheduled, and any preliminary hearing will be about three weeks away.

Outside the video store, Nick gets some useful information about Gubbin's three visits to the Fiori's apartment building thanks to a neighbor identifying Gubbin's picture. He tells the officer to have the written version on his desk in an hour. Schanke's tells them that Gubbins was casing the apartment, not accepting anything else. Nick tells Schanke to get a search warrant for the video store's records for the last six months, hands over the keys and hears Schanke warn him to stay away from the Fioris.

Inside the Fiori house, Lynn's packing, nervously telling Tony he doesn’t have to bother to come back if there's a preliminary hearing. He is a bit disturbed, telling her it's not a good idea. Their relationship is not the happy, loving one they portray in public.

Nick lands outside and peers in the window, hearing Tony telling his wife her actions makes him look bad. She tells him she is just trying to keep him from being embarrassed. He comments he wishes he could believe her, sounding like a obsessive, psychotic control freak telling her that he wishes she truly cared about him.  He tells her that he will love her no matter what, ignoring her comments that she's not worthy of him and he should divorce her. In that psychotic tone he tells her, she should think about him before she has sex with someone else. She tells him she does not want his love and leaves.

Nick flashes back to Bosch's studio. He comforts Ilsa who wants him to kill her for her woman's crime of seducing a man. Nick is surprised. He tells her he has known seductresses and she is not one. She tells him her every move and breath is seductive and that it is evil. He tells her she is wrong and she says it is a known fact. She calls him Knight.

After she leaves, Bosch enters, asking Milord if he is enjoying himself. Nick's grin is the answer. Bosch comments that Nick could get lucky tonight looking at Ilsa, and that she puts up a fierce struggle. Nick realizes that Bosch raped Ilsa, and her reaction to Bosch confirms it.

Nick searches the inside of the Fioris' apartment and visually tracks the bullet's path from the murder location to the speaker, then pulls off the cover to reveal the two bullets side by side on the round edge.

Inside the bullpen, the officer refuses to give Schanke some papers, leaving them on Nick's desk, as promised. Schanke complains to Natalie that he is in trouble if asked about his other case because he has nothing. Natalie tells Nick she is concerned he is jeopardizing his career. Nick grabs the papers and heads for Stonetree's office.

Stonetree's furious when he learns Nick's still on the Fiori case, and learns Gubbins had no friends in the building and didn't force his way in, which means Lynn lied. Nick comments that she probably lied about other things as well. He shows Stonetree the plastic bag containing the two slugs, telling him their location contradicts her story. Stonetree angrily tells Nick he is to stop immediately ignoring his other work. Nick leaves. Stonetree's eyes show he is torn between his friend and the growing list of inaccuracies.

When Schanke sees Nick stalk across the room, he tells Natalie he had better look for a new partner. Nick is not happy to learn his warrant was denied and the judge said it was a dead issue. Schanke tells him he is jeopardizing his career. Natalie tells Nick she checked with a guy who runs a pistol range and he told her that Mrs. Fiori was an expert marksman, so his theory could be right.

Stonetree approaches and tells them not to go anywhere until he returns.

Schanke tells Nick he is going to have a uniform for Nick because he is transferred to traffic. Natalie stays out of it. Nick comments that Schanke started in traffic, and is reminded that most of Toronto's finest started that way.

Nick, Schanke and Natalie are surprised to learn Stonetree's having Mrs. Fiori give a statement.

Inside the interrogation room, Lynn Fiori's upset and tells Stonetree, Nick and Schanke that Gubbins told her choking would enhance her sexual pleasure. Schanke obviously does not want to be there, and hopes playing statue will allow full denial of being there. Lynn nervously tells them how Gubbins was hurting her, would not stop even after she hit him. He told her he was going to choke her until she nearly died. When he came at her, again she shot him twice. Nick is pleased the truth is out.

Nick flashes back to Ilsa. He is alone and trying to comfort her reassuring her that since she fought back, she wasn't a seductress. She was raped. She cries in his arms.

In the interrogation room, Nick asks Lynn if Gubbins was facing her when he was shot. She's not sure as it was dark.

In the bullpen, Natalie watches Stonetree and Inspector Tony Fiori talk, without being seen. When Nick and Schanke arrive, Nick sees Natalie does not understand why they needed a second statement and tells her it is because Lynn lied the first time. This time Lynn admitted knowing Gubbins. He tells her he is sure Lynn did not pull the trigger.

In the loft, Nick tells Natalie that where he found the slugs proves a third person fired them. Natalie tells him Gubbins had it coming, which Nick tells her is not the point. He tells her Lynn was not shocked by what the sleaze did, but enjoyed it. Natalie reminds him Lynn did not enjoy the choking, which somewhat blows his theory. He tells her he was at the Fioris' and heard Lynn blame herself for it all. Natalie reminds him a lot of women do that.

Natalie brings him his veggie drink and finds him lost in the past standing before a picture of Ilsa. He flashes back to Ilsa telling Nick her woman's evil comes out no matter how hard she tries to keep it inside, which seduced Bosch to rape her. She remembers the rape as she tells Nick about her woman's evil. Things from a hair fluttering in the breeze to sunlight reflecting off a gown buckle. She begs Nick to kill her, threatening suicide if he does not.

Natalie sees he looks sad and calls his name. He groans seeing the glass, and reluctantly takes a sip, finding it tastier than usual. She congratulates him but is disappointed when he calls it poison, telling her how one must take only a drop at first in order to become immune. He apologizes, telling her his mind is elsewhere. When she inquires, he is pleased she accepts his getting lost in the past.

Inside the Raven, Nick tells Janette he's there on business and asks her about Charlie Gubbins. Janette tenses a bit, commenting on how dangerous Gubbins was before his girlfriend killed him. He learns Gubbins mostly hung out with lowlifes. Janette points out one of them, Morgan Dalitsky.Nick heads for Dalitsky and wraps his arm around his shoulder like a friend. Dalitsky realizes that he has been nabbed.  He says Nick Gubbins would be alive if he had known his bimbo's old man was a cop.

Inside the interrogation room, Nick tells Dalitsky that he was either paid off or threatened to lie about the videotape, which was one of many rented by Lynn. Dalitsky's lawyer enters, ending the interrogation.

Nick tells Schanke Dalitsky will sign the statement or be busted. Nick's comment that Lynn did not shoot Gubbins causes Schanke to whine they will be cleaning stables. Nick tells Schanke to show Dalitsky the picture of Stonetree and Inspector Fiori and watch his jaw drop. Nick leaves. Stonetree catches Schanke coming out of his office.

Nick has another flashback to Ilsa. He enters her room with good news, kisses her and realizes she is dead. Bosch knocks over her glass telling Nick the red liquid is Lady-killer. Nick is upset she felt it was her only way out. Nick gives Bosch a nasty look when he grumbles about paying for the burial, realizing that Bosch raped Ilsa.

Nick knocks on the Fioris' door. Lynn opens it partway, hinting someone's behind the door. Nick tells her she did not kill Charlie and can help him find the real killer. She nervously tells him to leave the closed case alone. Nick knows something's wrong but any move would be too risky.

Inside the interrogation room Morgan Dalitsky admits to Stonetree and Schanke that if he did not say Lynn found the tape, or said she rented it, he would be closed down. Dalitsky's description of the man who threatened him matches the man he identifies in the picture, Inspector Anthony Fiori.

Inside the Fiori house, Stonetree tells her he knows she did not kill Gubbins. She admits Gubbins was dead when she first saw him and had to have him. They made love in her apartment. Stonetree admits she is guilty of adultery, but did not pull the trigger. She believes it is her fault and it shows. He tells her the guilt will always be there.

Inside Natalie's office, Nick tells her that he's afraid Lynn's desperation will cause her kill her husband then herself. Schanke calls and Nick learns the Inspector threatened Dalitsky over the videotape and Stonetree was furious when he left to confront the Inspector. Nick tells Schanke to get backup and meet him there. When Schanke complains there could be nothing wrong, Nick suggests he call. Nick leaves in a flash.

Tony arrives, angered to learn Stonetree knows Lynn is not the killer and Dalitsky tagged him. He cannot believe it, demanding to know what Lynn told Stonetree. Stonetree tells them they are coming in, to leave any weapons behind. The ringing telephone is the precinct checking in. Tony knocks Stonetree out, horrifying Lynn.

Lynn watches in horror as her husband cold bloodily loads Stonetree into his vehicle, orders her to take Stonetree's car to the beach, and take a taxi home. He leaves.

Tony heads for the beach periodically checking to make sure Stonetree is still unconscious. When Tony gets there, he keeps his gun aimed at the door as he opens it and sees Stonetree coming around. Lynn makes it partway there before she breaks down and pulls over.

Tony, Lynn and Stonetree are not at the Fioris' house. Stonetree's car is gone. Stonetree's not at the precinct. Nick finds fresh blood on a plant outside, worrying him. He tells Schanke to put APB's on Stonetree and Fioris' cars.

Officers see Stonetree's car, recognize Lynn and ask what's wrong. When they ask her to come with them she tells them she can't, but offers no resistance when she's helped out of her car towards theirs.

Inside the interrogation room, Schanke and Nick are in a race against time to save Stonetree's life. They pressure Lynn to find out if Tony would take Stonetree to the country cabin and she tells them she does not know. Nick tells her she felt inferior, seduced Gubbins and did everything possible to protect her husband, but if she does not tell them now she will be responsible for Stonetree's death. Nick reminds her something changed her mind while she was driving the Captain's car. She writes down the address. Nick and Schanke read it and take off, taking the page with them.

Nick is flying over the city trying to get there in time.

Stonetree's hands are tied behind his back as he's seated near the edge of a dock, telling Tony how ten years ago he never would've killed a man and let his wife take the blame. Tony psychotically rants about it making him look bad, that he could've put away Gubbins any time he wanted to, and he took the games too far when he hurt her. He psychotically rants that marriage is until death, and he and Lynn will stick together because she is no good without him. Stonetree learns Tony would kill her if she left him. Tony apologizes for Stonetree getting caught in the middle.

Nick watches from atop a crane until there is a gunshot and lands where only Tony can see him. Tony fires at Nick until his gun is empty, shocked when the bullets go right through Nick. He flees. Nick unties the Captain who races after Tony, telling Nick he will handle it.

Inside the building, the chase is on between Tony and Stonetree. Tony aims at Stonetree but cannot fire, partly due to their friendship. Tony is cornered. Stonetree tells him to give up as there is no where to go.

Outside, Nick's zeroing in on them.

Inside, Stonetree slowly approaches Tony and calmly tells him he is under arrest for Gubbin's murder.

Nick's zeroed in on them and takes off.

Schanke runs in expecting trouble, sees Stonetree tells Tony it is his last chance to give up. Nick sneaks up behind Tony and grabs the gun a second after it goes off. Stonetree's hit. Tony is brought under control by Nick.

A handcuffed Tony's stuffed into the police car. Schanke reminds Stonetree of the major risk he took. Stonetree tells them he had to help because Tony helped him get promoted to Captain as well as teaching him a lot. He tells his two detectives he would die for them, and is reminded that he nearly did. They tell him they are glad he did not.

It is daylight when Nick is awake and Natalie calls to convince him to join them at the picnic as soon as the sun goes down. He's tempted and allows her to convince him to come, as he really does want to go.

Nick arrives as soon as it is dark. Schanke is telling a little boy to play nice before the kid runs off to play. Nick asks about the softball game and learns Schanke's Scorchers won 11-0 and Stonetree pitched a no hitter. Nick turns down the hot dog Schanke offers him, so Schanke wolfs it down.

Nick joins Natalie and Stonetree, patting the Captain on the arm and Natalie on the thigh. Stonetree tells Nick it was a good game, but the new umpire was tougher. He misses Tony. The trial is in three weeks. Stonetree tells them he is more worried about Lynn because it has been really hard on her, that she's a mess and is working with a therapist. He tells the he does not understand how Tony could make her live like that. Natalie tells him that with luck Lynn will divorce Tony and start her own life.

Nick remembers finding Ilsa's dead body and learning she used Lady-killer to take her own life. Nick tells Natalie it is not luck but courage. Stonetree leaves barely limping.

Nick tells Natalie he has seen a lot of changes for women, yet not so many, their bodies touching. She reminds him that it has changed for millions, including her. Nick wraps his arm around her shoulder teasing her that he has the pleasure of knowing such a woman. She teases him back calling him lucky. He gives her a quick kiss on the lips.

The end.

Father Figure

Season 1 Episode 13

Written by Michael Sadowski

Directed by Gary Farmer

Lisa Cooper......... Chantellese Kent

Daniel.............. Illya Woloshyn

No character name given

Alan Aarons, Marvin Ishmael, Jocelyne Saint-Denis, Marion Brand, Robert Godin, Jean Stawarz, Randy Butcher

A ten year old girl approaches a newsstand and waits until the proprietor's back is turned to steal several comics, bolting as the owner yells at her to come back. The young girl darts down an alley slamming into a businessman. His briefcase opens and the papers fall out. A car squeals to a stop at the end of the alley and two thugs get out, one has a gun. The kid hides behind a dumpster. The thugs approach Marty, who begs them not to shoot him. They shoot him several times. The kid tries to sneak away but accidentally bumps into something and is spotted by the thugs. They split.

It is night. Daryl is covering for Schanke while he is watching Jenny sing in her school concert. Nick comments the family guys stick together. It looks like a textbook hit. Marty Angelo was a CPA. Nick comments the boss realized Marty was skimming and had to take him out because business is business. Natalie is kneeling beside the well-lit body telling them it was messy but traditional, two in the chest and one in the head. She rolls the body onto its side to show them the back, commenting the bullets were large caliber hollow points, going in like a sports car and out like a semi. Nick looks slightly ill as he asks if any casings were left behind but he hears none were thus making it another one for the unsolved pile. Daryl is called away.

Nick's vampire hearing picks up a heartbeat not matching anyone in their group and searches for it. Natalie notices. She lets them know she's finished and follows Nick to the dumpster. He tells the person hiding that they are safe. The young girl peeks out. Nick reassures her it is okay. She uses her comics as a shield as she tells him she did not do it. Nick and Natalie look at each other.

The thug who did not shoot watches Nick's car through a tiny monocular, seeing the kid and Natalie in the car, noting down the license number of the Caddy. Daryl tells Nick it is horrible for a little kid to have to face all the murder crap. Nick comments kids are resilient to a point. Daryl tells Nick he should try raising kids. Nick tells him he wants to. Daryl laughs and leaves. Nick mumbles he thinks about it sometimes. Nick watches Natalie gives Lisa something.

Nick flashes back to 1941 London, England, during World War II. A shabbily dressed ten-year-old boy steals Janette's purse, as she and her vampire family walk down the hallway. The boy thinks he has escaped but is caught by Nick and brought to Janette and LaCroix. When Janette mentions turning him over to the police, she's reminded no cops are out because of the air raid warning. LaCroix suggests roasting the boy over a fire. Daniel flatters Janette and gets rewarded with a shilling. LaCroix is not enjoying Daniel stealing the attention from him. LaCroix tells Daniel to leave while he still can. Janette asks Daniel where he lives and learns he is homeless. She pleads with Nick to take him home with them, at least for a meal. Nick smiles.

At the precinct, Nick has snapped out of his flashback when Stonetree asks if he is listening. Nick is not happy to learn he is in charge of Lisa Cooper until they can get her father there. He is an oil rigger who works on the oil platforms for a month at a time. Nick tries to tell them Natalie would be better and hears she's not a cop. Stonetree tells Nick they brought in the babysitter, Mrs. Carmella DeMarco, and he needs to talk with her.

Inside a briefing room, Carmella tells them she cannot keep up with Lisa, who is a good girl, but a real handful ever since her mother's death. The mother was the only one Lisa ever listened to. She went into the road to pull Lisa off it, and was killed by a drunk driver. Lisa's suffered since, blaming herself for her mother' death, which is too much guilt for a little girl. They tell Carmella it is not her fault. Schanke tells her the father's been contacted and will be in on the next available chopper. Nick will look after Lisa until she is out of danger. Carmella tells them it is the comics she reads, and is reassured that no one is blaming her, not even the father. She tells them to do what they think is best, wishes Nick luck, telling him he'll need it. Once alone, Nick looks a little afraid because of Carmella's comment. A part of him is looking forward to it as he relaxes with a grin. When Nick and Schanke are alone he vents his frustrations, telling Schanke it was Stonetree's idea. He is not the right guy for the assignment. Schanke asks if Nick likes kids. Nick cheerfully comments he does. Schanke reassuringly, teasingly tells him the fatherly instinct will kick in, maybe even give him the biological urge to have some of his own. It's an easy job where you rent some Disney Classics, sit around and play Barbie until your mind turns to mush.

They enter a different briefing room to pick up Lisa, who is surrounded by laughing officers as she is telling them a joke. Nick is shown the two composites. Nick tells the officers to have them copied and circulated. Nick asks Gary to get him an unmarked precinct car because the Caddy is too open. She has the sketch artist show them the caricature of Schanke, making everyone but Schanke giggle. When Schanke sarcastically comments if it is supposed to be him, everyone laughs harder.

Nick is driving the unmarked car, Lisa in the passenger seat. He does not let her touch the box of bullets. She asks if he's ever killed anyone and hears police work is not like what she sees on TV. She comments nothing is as it is on TV. He tells her it is not like in the comics either. She tells him she reads as many as she can because they keep her company when her dad is gone. Nick asks if she misses her dad, knowing she does. She tells him she wishes he did not have to leave so much. Nick tells her he has to work and probably likes his job. She tells him he probably hates his daughter. Nick tells her it is not true. She tells him she messes up a lot, asking if he reads Janie Jinx as she shoves a comic in his face. He pushes it aside to see the road, as she tells him Janie is a real crime fighter. Nick is focused on the car behind them, looking concerned. Lisa tells him Janie is very unlucky and trouble follows her. Nick tells her Janie sounds like a lousy role model, preoccupied with the car behind them. Lisa reminds Nick Janie's not real, then comments some people are born jinxed. Nick is distracted and somewhat agrees. Nick tells her to get down on the floor now. She does just as the car pulls beside them and the passenger opens fire. Nick hits the brakes and ducks. The driver's side window shatters. The other car zooms off. Nick gets out using the door as a shield, but they are gone. He is wincing in pain as he asks Lisa if she is okay, and she can come back up now. She's scared and concerned, asking if Nick was shot, believing he did because he was there. Nick lies, telling her they missed. Lisa comments it looks like someone does not like her very much as she looks around for anyone who might try to hurt her. Nick asks if it was Janie talking as he calls it in.

Nick opens the lift door as the sun is rising. Lisa enters wearing an oversized bulletproof vest. She asks if she can keep it on as she looks around. He tells her it is fine. He calls Natalie, who stops her external examination to answer the telephone. He quietly tells her he caught one. She tells him she will be over as soon as she tucks in a few customers.

Lisa opens the fridge, asking what there is to eat, seeing nothing but his wine bottles. The freezer has frozen units of blood. She closes door asks a lot of questions, including if he has a drinking problem and is told she should be a detective while he's waiting for Schanke to pick up.

Schanke is at home watching I Dream of Jeanie, commenting to Nick that he is a detective. Nick keeps an eye on Lisa as she is still exploring, gives her a silent okay to watch a movie. Nick comments they have been made by two perps who used him for target practice and already called it in. Schanke comments he will look into it tomorrow, grumbling he is watching his favorite show. Lisa explores the upstairs as Nick tells Schanke to tape it and get over there because he might have some ballistic evidence for him.  He touches his arm where he was struck by the bullet. Nick tells him bring some food. Nick looks at Lisa, asking what she wants. She mouths pizza. Nick tells him to bring pizza and other stuff kids like. They hang up. Lisa's finished exploring and returns to the main floor. She feels safe enough to pull loose the Velcro, dropping the vest onto the bottom landing. Nick tells her to make herself at home, which she does, flopping onto the couch, remote in hand and watches TV. Nick is amused. When she learns he is not married, she asks if he is straight. He tells her he is, with a grin. She comments on the empty fridge, hearing he is not home much. She asks if she can call him Nick. He tells her he would like that. She tells him she is glad he found her. His expression lightens and he comments that maybe she found him.

Nick's expression grows grimmer as he flashes back to wartime London. Nick, Janette, LaCroix and Daniel are inside a large house. Janette tells them it is quite refreshing to have a little one around. LaCroix is not at all happy with the situation. Janette tells them, LaCroix mainly, they are like a real family, and it is a strange, sweet sensation. She whispers to LaCroix that she thinks he likes it. Nick tells Daniel not to eat his whole dinner in one bite, asking where his parents are. Daniel tells them his mom was killed in an air raid last year, and that he has not seen his father since he ran out when he was small. His only family is an aunt in Sheffield but he has never met her, but she will probably take him in. He asks for train fare. Nick smiles telling him they will see. Janette gives Daniel a gift-wrapped box and has Daniel close his eyes. LaCroix bares his fangs and hisses at Daniel. Janette's glare warns him to behave. They ignore LaCroix and his jealousy. Janette removes the fire engine from the box and sets it on the table. Daniel's delighted, thanks both of them with a hug. LaCroix walks away, quite mad and jealous. Daniel's telling Nick he is a real friend gets LaCroix really mad and more jealous. Nick tells Daniel to go play with his new toy. LaCroix glares at them, absolutely hating how the boy is totally ignoring him, his eyes clearly showing his anger and resentment.

At the loft, Lisa is watching an old monster movie with Nick. She tells him she is starving. Nick tells her Schanke will be there any minute. She asks about his girlfriend. He asks what girlfriend. She tells him it is the lady doctor, who he should marry because the she has it bad for him. Nick playfully tells Lisa she is nuts, upsetting her. She tells him her mom used to tell her that. He feels bad. She comments life sucks and goes on. Schanke buzzes, and he is let up.

Schanke is loaded with pizza and a grocery bag. He tells Nick you have to love kids. Nick learns the perps used a rental car and fake ID to rent it. Schanke gets too close to Nick with a pizza slice and he pulls back, commenting on the garlic. Schanke teases Nick about having the weirdest taste of any cop he has ever known because he does not like junk food. When Nick asks if there is anything more, Schanke unpacks the grocery bag full of kid favorites. Nick tells him he meant the case. Schanke tells Nick he has faxed the ballistic reports the ME's reports to the Feds for a crosscheck. He tells Nick he has APB's galore, and he has located a mountain of paperwork at Angelo's pad. Schanke tells Nick anyone remotely resembling Lisa's description will be sleepwalking through a lineup tomorrow morning. Nick tells him it is great. Schanke asks Lisa if she would like to learn to play poker. She innocently comments it is a hard game.

Elsewhere, one of the hit men tells his boss they tracked the kid down and she is holed up with a cop. If the boss still wants her killed, they will have to kill the cop too, which makes it more complicated, and ups the ante as well as their fee. He tells his boss to get the ID and address on a '62 Caddy and gives Nick's plate number. Once they have the address all their troubles are over.

Inside the loft, Schanke and Lisa are playing poker at the kitchen table. She is beating his socks off, and loving it. Nick is amused as well. Schanke grumbles he just bought her college education. Nick teases Schanke he is way out of his league. Schanke starts to say she is just a kid when Nick's expression tells him the comment will hurt Lisa's feelings. Schanke changes his sentence, not wanting to hurt her, and humbly asks Nick if he has ten bucks, he can borrow until payday. He asks Lisa if he can borrow a couple bucks, and she asks if he would borrow from a little kid. Natalie enters as Nick grins. She sees Schanke and Lisa playing cards. She squats down asking Lisa if she's okay, Schanke teases Natalie about her formaldehyde scent, earning a glare. She asks if he is corrupting a child, fingering a bill. Schanke tells her he is not. Natalie's caring comes through as she comments it is awfully late, telling Lisa she should be asleep. Lisa tells her it is cool. She tells Nick it is time to look at his shoulder. Schanke asks what happened. Nick stammers he just pulled a muscle. Lisa excitedly tells him the perp riddled Nick with bullets. Schanke scoffs, knowing if Nick had been shot, there would have been visible evidence. Lisa tells them how fearless Nick was. Schanke teases Nick that marriage and children seem to be the only things he fears. Natalie asks Nick if they can get on with it as she has things to do. Nick puts his arm around her as they head upstairs. Schanke snatches a bill from Lisa's pile as she is stacking her winnings. She looks at him.

 Inside the bedroom, Nick comments he has to stop getting shot because someone's going to notice. Natalie suggests he try ducking. He tells her he will try. She examines the wound and finds it is still open. He cannot believe it. She smiles as she tells him it must mean his metabolism's changing as she works on the wound. He confirms it should have been healed within minutes, telling her bullets usually go right through him. She tells him they might be feeling shades of mortality there and the program must be working. He tells her he can see himself in the mirror sometimes. She asks if he has tried the tasteless artificial blood. She tells him not to knock it as it is obviously working.

Outside Nick's place, the gunmen shine a spotlight on the side of the building, then leave.

Inside the bedroom, Natalie probes Nick's wound and he flinches in pain. Neither can believe he felt pain, knowing its progress. She comments she must've hit a tiny human nerve ending, and resumes her probing, as he tells her to take it easy. She tells him she will as she triumphantly pulls out the bullet and hands him the .357, commenting he's still a medical marvel as she applies some sort of wound closure. She massages his neck, asking how the baby-sitting is going. He tells her he's enjoying it but is also afraid of it. He tells her if mortality is his future, maybe he can have a family of his own, causing Natalie to grin. She tells him it must be strange having a child around, learning Lisa's not the first.

Nick flashes back to London. He and LaCroix are playing chess. LaCroix tells Nick to keep Daniel and hears he cannot be serious. LaCroix tells them Janette gets whatever she wants. Nick comments the boy would discover too much, which endangers them. LaCroix tells Nick Daniel would never betray his own. Nick reminds him Daniel is a child.

In Nick's bedroom, he tells Natalie the other child was Daniel. He tells her it is the same old story, Daniel looked to him for help and didn't get it, depressed by his failure.

In wartime London, LaCroix asks Nick to imagine what it would be like to be eternally a kid and what an interesting experiment it would be. Nick reminds him Daniel is too young to choose. LaCroix tells him since they are giving him a rare gift, they will choose for him. Nick tells LaCroix he is deranged. LaCroix admits he is. Nick tells him he wants no part of it. LaCroix asks if he thinks Janette's motives are entirely maternal, telling him to ask her.

Natalie and Schanke are leaving. Natalie tells Nick to talk with Lisa because she could be suffering from a delayed stress syndrome. Nick comments to her that he is not a professional. Natalie reminds him he is a sympathetic ear. Schanke tells him he will bring Lisa's dad by in the morning, hearing an okay from Nick. Nick gives him some money to cover his poker losses. Before they leave, Nick turns over the ballistic evidence to Schanke, telling him he dug it out of the upholstery.

Nick carries a sleeping Lisa to the bedroom and gently lays her on his bed, accidentally waking her removing her shoe. She asks if her dad's there, hearing he will be soon. He tenderly comments she loves her dad a lot.   She says that she does, but is glad that Nick is there. He thanks her and asks about her dad, genuinely interested, and it shows. She tells Nick her dad should be a cop because he is made of the stuff of heroes, proud of him. He got a medal in a war for saving a guy's life when he fell off an oil platform. Nick's giving her his total attention, enjoying her stories, sounding impressed. She tells him how her dad swam fifty miles in a hurricane so he would not miss her birthday. Nick tells her she is lucky to have a dad like that. Lisa is not very happy, telling him it's all her fault. Her mom and the guy tonight both died because of her. Maybe the guy would have gotten away had she not bumped into him. Nick leans closer and gently strokes her hair as he tells her it wasn't her fault, she can't blame herself for what happened to either the guy tonight or her mother. She tells Nick she is really scared the bad guys are going to get her. He promises he will not let them hurt her. She asks him to stay until she falls asleep. He tells her he will be right there beside her.

Nick flashes back to London. Daniel is playing the piano when Nick stalks in and tells him he must go, shutting the drapes. Daniel is devastated, wanting to know what he did wrong because he thought Nick liked him. Nick tells him that he does and in another time and place he'd be welcomed as a son, but he's in danger, and he won't allow him to be hurt. Daniel begs not to be tossed out. It hurts Nick to whammy him into leaving, believing he has to run for his life. Nick gives him some money and Daniel leaves. Janette and LaCroix rush into the room right after Daniel left. She is near tears and LaCroix looks betrayed with a hint of amusement/irony.

Back in the present, Nick sets down an empty wine bottle, staring at the full one beside it.

In what has to be another time recently, Nick is filling up all his wine bottles from a barrel of blood using a gravy boat and funnel, then corks the bottles. Nick changes his mind with one bottle and takes a drink, checking the quality, pleased with it.

It is morning. Outside the loft, a brown van pulls up, a ladder on the roof. The gunmen get out dressed in coveralls that say UGB Communications.

Inside, Lisa bounces down the steps and tries to wake Nick, but he is sleeping like the dead. She calls his name and shakes her head when she sees the two empty bottles, figuring he passed out from drinking too much. She heads for the fridge and takes a bite out of a leftover pizza piece.

Outside, a gunman climbs onto the bumper and unties the ladder.

Inside, Lisa tries the blood, nor realizing what it is, and finds it gross. She walks back to Nick, telling him to get up as she pulls his hand off his chest and lets it fall limply back to his body. She listens to his chest then plays with the remote, opening a blind. She picks up a pocket mirror and bounces the sunlight across the room until she is bored.  She then shines it on Nick's face, mainly his eyes. Moments later his hands fly up to his eyes as he cries out in agony. Lisa panics terrified, telling him she never meant to hurt him. Nick staggers across the room hitting anything in his way. Lisa tells him she did not know it would happen. Nick vamps out, his back to her and growls for her to shut the blinds. He keeps a good distance from Lisa, afraid he'll hurt her. She asks if he's okay or needs help.

Nick rushes into the downstairs bathroom, shutting the door and leaning on it, his extensive pain clearly shows. His eyes are golden. He frantically searches his surroundings. Lisa tells him she screwed up. She never meant to hurt him. He splashes his face with water the falls to the floor next to the window, taking the curtain down with him. The light hurts his eyes and he covers his face with the fabric. Lisa runs for the bedroom, throws herself on the bed and cries into a pillow. Nick's agonized screams of being blind terrify Lisa. He covers his eyes with the waded up drapes. Nick hears the ladder hit the outside wall, pulls the fabric away having calmed down.

Nick flashes back to the London house. He kisses Janette and gets no answer when he asks where LaCroix is. Nick hears a small snarl and sees Daniel sporting fangs and glowing eyes. Nick stares at Janette, who has a helpless expression on her face. LaCroix enters smiling, having destroyed the enemy. Nick looks betrayed.

At the loft, Nick pulls himself to his feet, bursting out of the bathroom, yelling for Lisa. She is still lying on his bed crying.

Inside the bullpen, Lisa's father looks like he's had a tough life. Schanke comments on Lisa being a live wire and if he knew she plays poker. Mr. Cooper admits he taught her figuring it was something they could do together, asking if Schanke was fleeced, hearing he lost twenty-three dollars. Schanke tells him that is not a good thing to teach a kid, Cooper nervously looks for his daughter. Schanke tells him he understands.

Outside, one of the men climbs up the fire escape.

Nick tells Lisa he is sorry as he stumbles around the loft trying to clear his vision. He calls out to her again, but she keeps crying, still lying on her stomach hugging her pillow, terrified.

Inside the bullpen, Schanke asks Cooper if he knows what Lisa does while he is away working every other month. Mr. Cooper shrugs, causing Schanke to comment on how would he know, hearing Cooper thought Carmella could handle her. Schanke tells him he is missing the best years of her life. He knows because he has a daughter.

Nick hears the guy climbing the building. He is vamped out, totally calm and focused. He tells Lisa someone is trying to break in. He stumbles into the table behind the couch, picks up the telephone receiver only to learn it is dead. Nick whispers Lisa's name and she walks out onto the balcony. He tells her not to be scared, and to be completely still and quiet. She complies. Nick hears one of the gunmen open a window and climb in. The gunman fires at the inner door, blowing off the lock. Lisa screams and squats down by the railing. The second gunman makes it to the roof. The inside guy slowly moves into the room ready to fire. Nick takes a vampire leap to the upper wall and hangs there, his face pressed against the wall.

Inside the bullpen, Schanke tells Mr. Cooper both father and daughter have big holes in their lives. Teaching her poker is no substitute for a father who's there telling her bedtime stories and there when she needs him. Cooper tells Schanke it is nothing he has not told himself already, anxiously asking if they can go get her now.

Inside the loft, the second guy runs across the roof, his gun ready to use. He spots Lisa and fires at her as she ducks out of the way. Nick locates the shot, dives headfirst for him, landing on him as Lisa cheers. Nick picks the thug up and tosses him across the room and through the glass block window next to the stairs. He calls out Lisa's name. She sees him vamped out and asks if it is a dream. He tells her he will explain later. There is another killer. He tells Lisa to lock herself in the bedroom, now. She tries to get to the door, but is cut off by the second gunman who crashes through the skylight. He lands on all fours in front of her.
Inside the precinct, an officer runs up to Schanke and tells him there is an all units, code three about an explosion at 101 Gateway Lane. Cooper asks if it is Lisa. Schanke tells him there is no problem and takes off.

Inside the loft, Lisa screams as the gunman aims at her. She runs and ducks as Nick leaps up onto the balcony, pinning the guy to the wall by his throat, then tosses him over the railing, and hits the floor. Lisa is thrilled. Nick's features are back to normal as he approaches Lisa. He sits across from her in his bedroom doorway and tells her she cannot tell anyone what happened. She wants to tell everyone. He urgently tells her she cannot tell anyone, and she's disappointed. She asks how he can fly and he denies it. He whammies her and she whispers that she understands.

The police arrive and are directed by Schanke. While Steve and Daryl go around the sides, Schanke runs towards the building, gun drawn.

Inside, Nick smiles at Lisa, telling her they did it together. She was brave and strong. He could not have done it without her. She tells him it is all her fault. If it were not for her there would not have been an attack. He could have been killed. Nick tells her to stop beating herself up. It was not her fault. The guys were killers long before they met her. She is there doing the right thing. She says it is because she ran into the guy after stealing the comics. Nick tells her Marty died because he was a thief stealing from thieves. It was the drunken driver's fault for killing her mother, not hers. And she can't keep hurting because of what adults dump on her.

Schanke enters, calling out to them, asking if they are all right. Lisa looks a Nick, who quietly asks if she is okay. Lisa smiles, yelling back she's okay, then quietly tells Nick the same thing. Nick sees she's okay, and her eyes finally have a true sparkle in them as she smiles.

Night has fallen. Nick and Lisa are watching a monster movie, seated on the floor. Uniformed officers are examining the crime scene. Lisa's father enters and calls out to her.  She happily runs into his arms. He picks her up and swings her around, both thrilled to see each other. Schanke watches as he enters via the stairs, telling a nearby officer you have to love kids. Natalie calls Nick to the chair and puts drops in his eyes. He protests he does not need it, hearing the others do not know that. Natalie tells him Lisa will bounce back better than he has over Daniel. Lisa's dad asks if she's okay, and hears that she is. He apologizes for not being there, she tells him it's okay, which he disagrees with. He finally gets the clue that she is trying to lead him somewhere and follows her to Nick. Natalie's hopes at learning what happened to Daniel are pushed off by Lisa's arrival. Her father rolls his eyes as Lisa tells him that she and Nick solved the case together. Nick tells her it is true, they could not have done it without her. Lisa goes to say goodbye to Schanke as Nick tells her father he should consider work in town and she is a great kid. He agrees, telling them she deserves better, that he is never around when needed. Nick reminds him she still loves her father, so it is not too late.

Lisa asks her dad if he is ready to go. She tells Nick they should get together sometime and fight the forces of evil again. Nick hugs her, and she returns the embrace. He tells her to take care of herself and she nods she will. Natalie and her lightly hug,. Natalie tells her goodbye and gets a light kiss on the cheek. Lisa's dad picks her up as she jumps into his arms, asking if he has go to back to work soon. He tells her they need to talk about it. Nick holds up her comics, telling her she forgot them. She tells him she did not. Janie Jinx is a dweeb. She tells her father she forgot to pay for them and can pay with her own money because a nice detective taught her to play poker. He tells her they need to have a little chat about not taking advantage of her elders as they leave.

The instant they are gone Natalie grabs the comics stating Janie Jinx is hers, handing Schanke the others. They immediately start reading them, much to the amusement of Nick. He smiles, looking where Lisa had been, but grows sad as he remembers Daniel.

The end.

Spin Doctor

Season 1 Episode 14

Written by Michael Sadowski

Directed by Leon Marr

Guest stars:

Laura Neil............................... Lisa Howard

Barbara Norton....................... Dixie Seattle

Clifford Hiatt.......................... Barry Flatman

Mona Wayne.......................... Christa Daniel

Grace Balthazar...................... Sandi Ross

No character names given.

Brenda Kamino, Scott Walker, Robert Morelli, Michael Reynolds, Chantal Craig, Deborah Labbon, Anita La Selva, Timothy MacDonald

A reporter outside the Hotel Perceval comments Election Day is approaching. Both mayoral candidates, Clifford Hiatt and Barbara Norton, have headquarters at opposite ends of the hotel and are ready for tonight's debate.

Inside the hotel, Gilbert is enjoying a soak as he watches the election coverage. Hiatt's questioned about a scandal he is involved in. He exudes confidence commenting people believe proof and vote what's in their hearts.

A female reporter asks Norton if it is a battle of the sexes. Norton tells them it is not, and people need to wake up.

Gilbert is asleep in the tub and misses someone slips into his room, waking him when they enter the bathroom. He is terrified when they toss the TV into the tub, electrocuting him, his cigarette falls to the floor.

The hotel room is now a crime scene. The TV's removed and examined. Gilbert's cigarette is bagged as evidence. Schanke tells Nick Gilbert Reeves was a freelance reporter who wasn't much liked, had a press pass but no affiliations, and is part of the election coverage mass. Nick holds up a silver pendant with one side reading Make Luck while the other reads Steer Fate. It is taken as evidence. Schanke finds hundreds of names in Reeves phone book. The article Reeves was writing is on the table. He checked into the room with Mona Wayne, and her current location is unknown. Natalie tells them the guy was electrocuted. He was alive when the TV hit the water, that it was not an accident. Nick tells Schanke they need get started on telephone checks and background.

Nick, Schanke and Natalie see the throng of press surrounding Hiatt as he speaks.Nick flashes back to 1954 Chicago. A woman calls Nick a dirty communist, filthy Red, disgust and hatred in her voice. Nick is attacked by flashbulbs as he and two others walk down a hallway.

Nick, Natalie and Schanke listen as Hiatt tells reporters he's working to take back the streets, worried about his own children's future. Hiatt's asked about the homeless, and asks are they homeless by choice. Nick comments on Hiatt dodging the question well, setting off a debate between Schanke and Natalie which threatens to get nasty. Schanke is a Hiatt supporter while Natalie is a Norton supporter.

Norton tells the reporters surrounding her that her heart goes out to decent people whose daily lives are affected living in crime ridden neighborhoods. Nick hears his friends debate. He has heard it all a thousand times before. Schanke gets himself in trouble scoffing at the idea of a woman for mayor, digging himself in deeper when he cannot say why it would be so bad and suggests Natalie does not pay taxes. Nick stops things before they escalate out of control, reminding them they are on duty with work to do.

Mona Wayne, Gilbert's girlfriend, approaches Nick and Schanke and asks if she is in trouble. Nick tells her Gilbert was watching TV while taking a bath, when it fell into the full tub. She does not get that Gilbert's dead, surprising them with her dumbness.

Inside an interview room, Mona tells Nick, Schanke, and Stonetree she does not recognize the silver pendant.  She has heard Gilbert say the phrases a few times, but wasn't told any details, just that they were there to close a deal for a lot of money, and it was a surprise. Gilbert loved politics, but it only confused her. Stonetree comments that Gilbert was a Junior Alderman in Ottawa ten years ago. She sadly admits Gilbert had a lot of potential then.

Nick suggests they track her movements, tells Stonetree there were articles on the Rothweiler scandal in the room and maybe someone did not want that can of worms reopened. Schanke adds there was nothing new in the articles. Stonetree learns Reeves was covering the election. Stonetree tells them that are why it is called 'spin' control. Telephone records show Reeves spoke to Frank Titus at the National Intruder. Stonetree repeats they are not to talk to the press.

Inside her office, Natalie peers through a large magnifying glass trying to extract something deeply wedged in the TV refusing to come loose. Schanke watches over her shoulder and offers to try. They switch places as Schanke tries to get a grip on it. Nick drawn into Natalie and Schanke's political squabbling. He crankily tells them he will concentrates on the real detective work, leaving the character assassination to them. Schanke and Natalie continue fighting. After a while Schanke pulls the small flat white object out of the TV set. Natalie bends over to examine it.

Schanke volunteers at Hiatt campaign headquarters. He calls Myra double-checking to see if he is registered.

Inside the National Intruder, Frank Titus does not know anything about Reeves until Nick shows his badge. Frank asks what Reeves did and hears he died. Reeves tried to sell him a sex scandal about one of the mayoral candidates, never provided specifics or called back. He pays $25,000 for a story like that. Frank's job is to spread rumors, not substantiate them. Frank's comment that the truth will out while pounding his desk with his index finger sends Nick into a flashback.

In 1954 Chicago, the judge tells Nick Girard they are there to find the truth and will do so. Nick's head hanging down. That the truth will out. Nick looks up at the judge.

Frank tells Nick Mona Wayne will probably talk to him for $25,000 as she was sleeping with Reeves. Frank tells Nick to target the source. It is how they succeed.

Nick flashes back to the Congressional Committee as the leader bangs his gavel.

Nick leaves Frank's office more upset and disturbed.

Mona's in her hotel room ready for bed, lovingly touches the framed picture of Gilbert on her nightstand, deeply missing him, sees a chocolate on her pillow and eats it.

Nick takes flight, probably heading for Mona's room.

Shortly after Mona lies down, a coughing fit forces her to sit up. She has trouble breathing and crawls out of bed towards the open balcony door, collapsing near it. Nick enters and squats down beside her, sadly realizing she's dead.

Inside Natalie's office, Nick tells Natalie it was not the first time someone died in his arms. She puts her hand on his arm for comfort, telling him once cyanide starts taking effect not much can be done. The item pulled from the TV was a fingernail fragment covered with blood. Mona's innocent. She was killed because someone was tying up loose ends. Nick tells them about the sex scandal angle, unwittingly starting more political bickering between Natalie and Schanke. Nick puts a quick stop to it. He asks Schanke why he was at Hiatt's campaign headquarters. Schanke says he was volunteering, like Natalie does for Norton. Nick asks how can they remain objective about the case.

Nick flashes back. He tells the committee they want the truth, but will not believe him. They tell him they are there to stamp out Communism's destructive influence and will not rest until they have done it. Nick angrily tells them they can be zealous or thorough.

Schanke is snooping around Hiatt headquarters at sunrise. The head lady arrives and is surprised to see him because of all the hours he is put in. They discuss how elections are won or lost in bed, making Schanke wonder if Hiatt could be the killer.

Nick's in the loft, a computer keyboard in front of him, his large screen TV as the monitor. After a search, he finally finds the Hiatt article he was looking for. Nick puts a floppy from his shelf into the computer. He sees a newspaper article with his picture under the headline about university Communism unmasked, triggering another flashback.

A committee member asks Nick if he's now or has ever been a member of the Communist Party. Nick tells them he is the Night Curator and Assistant Professor University of Chicago's archeology museum. They remind him he is under oath. He says he is just explaining when the head hunter interrupts telling him they do not want explanations, only answers, and repeats the Communist Party question.

Nick enters Hiatt's campaign office. Hiatt's supporters gather around Hiatt. Schanke tells Nick it is all off the record since he entered under a different pretence. Hiatt might be innocent of the Rothweiler thing because Rothweiler's name is nowhere on the contributor's list, where it would be if he had given money in exchange for zoning changes. Hiatt's asked about a newspaper article and tells the reporter his record is clean and public, that he has nothing to hide. None of the Rothweiler allegations was ever proven.

Nick flashes back to his telling the Committee the allegations are totally unfounded. The Committee members ask if faculty members are lying and suggest getting their names. Nick comments he never said anything about lying, but that there has clearly been a misinterpretation of the facts. The lead hunter asks him to answer the question.

Hiatt and Norton are individually asked if there is any connection to the murders.

Outside, a reporter says the National Intruder headline is wreaking havoc in campaign headquarters. Neither candidate has iron clad alibis for the two murders.

Inside the morgue, Natalie's working and watching the press attack the candidates, commenting on it, telling Grace she wished she could help. Grace says she is politically ignorant. Natalie hears Norton remind her supporters they should wait for the police investigation to conclude, locks up the slides she was working on, and leaves. Nick calls the morgue to get the DNA results on the blood and fingernail fragment. Grace tells him Natalie left and took the evidence locker key with her. Nick is angry and annoyed by that, but more so because she went to the Norton Rally.

Norton's advisor, Laura Neil, tells the press Norton is not giving any interviews tonight, but will answer questions tomorrow. Natalie's caught off guard and overwhelmed when she is suddenly surrounded by reporters asking all sorts of questions about the case. They learn nothing. Natalie is a Norton supporter but it is not an official endorsement. Nick arrives and is asked if he is investigating either candidate and tells them he is not. Nick pulls Natalie away, helping her quickly flee, reporters following them to the door.

Outside, Nick slips into her passenger seat, angrily telling her she does not get off that easily. Both are hurt. She sincerely apologizes. They discuss how her not thinking has caused trouble.  She never meant to cause problems, and I sorry that she was there. She tells him she could not stand to see them destroy Norton with empty accusations. Nick asks if they are empty accusation or if she just likes to think so. He reminds her she did not do the DNA on the fingernail. She tells him she was going to do it first thing in the morning, admitting she screwed up and is sorry. Someone speeds by, sideswipes her, sending Natalie's car out of control, smashing into a parked car, sending her airborne. It flips landing on its roof, which caves in. Nick drags Natalie from the flaming car, they run to safety as it blows up.

Inside Stonetree's office, Natalie tells Nick and Stonetree she's sure Hiatt, or someone working with him tried to stop them last night. Stonetree tells her if it were obvious, there would not be a case. Nick tells her it does more to clear Hiatt than implicate him because he'd have to be an idiot to try and kill someone who just implicated him in front of three TV cameras. Neither candidate has an alibi. The accident happened too fast to get anything on car or driver. Schanke enters, showing them Nick and Natalie's picture on the front page under a headline stating the probe targets Hiatt.

At Norton's office, Norton tells Laura to go home. Laura says she has too many things to do and can sleep once she has gotten Norton into City Hall. Norton leaves.

Inside, Natalie's office she tells Nick the DNA belongs to a woman. She jammed her fingernail into the vent and cut herself when she lifted the TV. Hiatt is cleared. Nick tells Natalie he hopes that is not disappointment in her voice. Natalie and Nick are heading out when the TV catches their attention. Hiatt's hastily called a press conference to undo the damage, knowing however, it turns out it could be the end of his career. Nick and Natalie watch. He is glaring at her and she is feeling bad for what she did, telling him it was never her intention. Hiatt comments that he is innocent, but unfortunately, the seed of doubt has been planted.

Nick flashes back to the hearings. The head guy asks Nick why he has bottles of animal blood in his fridge. Nick's expression shows he's busted and has no choice to but to invoke his Fifth Amendment protection. An uptight woman nastily calls him a Commie monster. The leader's banging his gavel has no effect on the lynch mob behind Nick. Nick knows he is safe in the hearing room. The hearings turned the crowed into a lynch mob.

Hiatt has his family around him and thanks his supporters, those who worked for him, and who he has worked with, figuring this close to the election it is over.

Nick flashes back to Chicago. He is surrounded by reporters as soon as he leaves the hearing room. He not surprised to learn the Dean is reviewing his tenure. Nick disgustedly tells them the hearings just started and he's already been convicted and sentenced. Nick's asked if he is going to resign and tells them he does not have a choice.

Hiatt says he hopes the voters will not let the taint of scandal influence them.

In Norton's hotel room, she is watching the conference with Laura. Laura comments she might be able to get Hiatt's near concession on the news. She tells Norton to humbly urge people to wait until the police finish their investigation, knowing that they will not. Norton sadly tells her it is wrong, looking at her family's picture.

Inside the bullpen, Nick comments that one of the disconnected numbers in Reeves' address book belonged to Norton at least ten years ago, when he was an Alderman, giving him a reason to call. It was not a work or home number, but for an apartment in town. Schanke comments that it keeps getting better, sees Nick's angry glare and adds it is better for the case. Nick examines two documents, one is a typewritten article about the sex scandal where from misspelled as form six out of ten times, and on the Rothweiler expose, there were no typos. Nick realizes the Rothweiler article was doctored by someone who wants them to think Reeves' was shut up by Hiatt or someone working with him. Nick tells Schanke he is going to dig deeper.

Nick thinks back to the Committee and all the things that were said on both sides.  He recalls how both the committee and press convicted and sentenced him as soon as the hearings began.

Nick scans a videotape, stopping when he sees Norton pin a round silver Make Luck pin on Laura's jacket. He calls Schanke, telling him it is time to switch sides.

Inside Norton's room, she sadly looks at her family's picture. She leaves when Laura tells her they are on in two minutes.

Schanke's nosing around Norton headquarters, flips through a daily desk calendar. Make Luck is written on the eight am slot on August third. Norton is scolding the press for the poorest excuse for journalism she has seen and hopes that Hiatt will stay in the race. She scolds the reporters for gossip mongering and asks the voters not to let it threaten the future of democracy. Everything was on a level playing field until the innuendo happened. She is going to again level it. Natalie quietly and cautiously slips into the room. Norton tells them if it is guilt by association then she will be guilty as well.

Nick watches from the loft, his expression grim. Nick fast-forwards a tape, discovering both Laura's thumbs are fine as she gives double thumbs up.

Norton tells them about her and Reeves' old relationship, refusing to answer any questions about it. Natalie, Schanke and Laura are stunned. Laura feels betrayed. Natalie feels hurt. Schanke is not sure what to feel.

Nick is watching it looking grim, his expression shows that he has been there and gone through that before, knowing how Norton and his friends are feeling. He sees Laura with a plastic bandage on the tip of one thumb, making him think.

Inside Norton's office, Laura angrily asks her why. Norton tells her it was fair and the right thing to do. Laura reminds her she did not have to do anything. She betrayed Laura, and the city. It is all about the election and all the hard work. Norton tells her she appreciates it. Laura tells her she worked too hard for too long to give up now and points her gun at Norton. Norton is scared as Laura rants that giving up too easily is a cop out and after all her hard work, she is not going to do that. Norton's disgust shows.

Inside Norton's headquarters, Schanke calls Nick, who tells him not to lose sight of Norton because she could be in danger. He found some video implicating Laura Neil.Laura forces Norton into the campaign car at gunpoint. Norton is worried and inquires where they are going. Laura tells her the answer is obvious – City Hall.

Inside Norton headquarters, Schanke asks Natalie where Norton is, not happy to hear Norton and Laura stepped out. Schanke runs out the room Natalie following him.

Schanke runs outside, identifies himself as a cop, ordering her to stop. Laura aims her gun at Schanke and fires. Schanke shoots back. Laura's car speeds off as Schanke watches. He runs around the corner, identifies himself and borrows a cab.

Nick is tracking Norton from the air. Laura and Norton reach City Hall. Laura pulls Norton out of the car and partway up the steps, telling her she got her to City Hall as promised. Norton learns Reeves was going to blackmail her the week of the election. There would not be enough time to fix it. Norton is further horrified when she learns Laura killed the girl because she might have been in on it. Part of Laura finally sees Norton's reaction. Laura admits her job is to insulate Norton from all of it, do 'spin control'. Nick silently watches, as there is no immediate threat. Norton cannot understand and asks Laura why. Laura's totally lost it and rants that she did it all for the good. She believes in everything Norton stands for. Nick firmly tells Laura to drop her gun as he slowly moves towards her, his gun aimed at her. He tells her she had no right to take two lives. Laura swings the gun around, aiming it at Nick, telling him not to come any closer. Norton firmly reminds Laura the cops will kill her. Laura's nearly in tears as she tells Norton they are almost there, ignoring Nick's order. Schanke crashes into a cop car distracting Laura long enough for Nick to zip down and disarm her. Laura collapses to her knees crying. Norton compassionately squats down, takes her in her arms trying to soothe her.

On election night, Laura is in jail and will stand trial for two murders and possessing a dangerous weapon if the psych evaluation shows she is competent. There has been an overwhelming backlash against Norton. The reporters are saying that some are calling it the sex scandal of the year.

Inside the loft, Natalie is examining a clay artifact in awe. Nick's tells her it is a unique figurine from the Upper Paleolithic Era.  Nick mentions that it single-handedly changed modern archeologists' minds on when the Paleolithic period started. It is a very important piece. She tells him it's fascinating and pulls his Assistant Professor nameplate out of the bag, examines it, asking if it is a very important artifact. He tells her it is from Chicago in 1954 representing the end of a significant period in the transient life of a certain indigenous vampire, looking sad and bitter. She sees how much he hated leaving it behind, telling him she knows how much archeology means to him. He had some remarkable students and thought he was really making a difference. She does not doubt it for a moment. He is a little glum, bitter and angry as he tells her it is never fun moving on, especially when you have no choice. She looks at him understanding and feeling sympathy for him.

Norton sadly gives her concession speech. Natalie says Norton was creamed by the press. Nick tells her Norton had no chance to win as she was tried and convicted by the press. Natalie comments Norton would have made a great mayor, but there is always next term. The Laura Neil mess forgotten by then. She admits she understands why Nick got so mad at her and Schanke's zealousness. The problem with the Laura Neil's is they think they are the only ones who know the truth. It is a shame that an intelligent person like Laura let the spin get so out of control.

The reporter announces that Hiatt is the new Mayor of Toronto. Schanke's dancing around in front of the camera being a terrible winner, much to Natalie's displeasure.

The end
Dying for Fame
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A blonde woman is performing Fan Kill live in concert. As the scene progresses it turns out to be part of a music video.

In a hotel room a male fan is making love to a blonde with hair similar to the singer's. The music video plays in the background. She is straddling his chest as she brings up a knife and plunges it down towards him.

The music/tour manager is having a fit because Rebecca, the singer, is late for rehearsal. That Wendy needs to call the hotel and if they do not put the call through to Rebecca, they will not be paid. He tells Wendy that he wants Rebecca there immediately, even if she is dead.

Schanke is complaining to Stonetree about being called in early, and his mood does not improve when Stonetree mentions double shifts. Too many events happening at once have emptied the precinct and stretched the force thin, forcing Stonetree to bring the nightshift in early.

Stonetree asks Schanke if he has seen Rebecca's video and when Schanke tells him no, he is taken into a conference room where it is playing. Schanke comments that he likes rock, but has too many commitments to watch much of it. Stonetree comments that the video is playing 24 hours a day. During an on the street interview fans and non fans don't like the controversial video, saying that Rebecca shouldn’t want to kill her fans, and that it's wrong and that she should die.

Nick and Nat are in a diner having dinner. He has three dishes in front of him, one being French Fries. She comments that he doesn't have to try everything at once, causing him to tell her that he's going to rejoin humanity as soon as he eats the French Fry. He drenches the fry in ketchup and picks it up. Suddenly the ketchup is blood, disturbing him a bit. The waitress who asks if he wants a coffee refill turns out to be a vamped out Janette with blood coffee. The short order cook is LaCroix, who tells Nick that it's what he truly wants. All the diners, LaCroix and Janette have blood running down their chins and are laughing at Nick. We do not see if Nick is alone in the booth, but he most likely is. Nick wakes up in bed startled, blood sweat covering his forehead.

The telephone in Rebecca's hotel suite rings and she grabs for it. Nick's telephone in the loft rings and wakes him up. He hears Schanke's message telling him to get up and get down to the precinct, now. Rebecca threatens the job of her caller. Bree tells Rebecca to get to the stadium immediately because the manager, Marty, is going insane. Nick stumbles down the stairs, not at all ready to start the day and drinks up. Rebecca finds a guy in bed next to her. A second look at him shows him to be the same one from the beginning. She tells him how great it was and to get out.

Nick drives and pulls up outside the precinct. Nearly every inch of exposed skin is covered by black fabric or sunglasses. When he honks the horn, his wrist is exposed and smokes. An officer inside notices Nick and tells a waiting Schanke. Schanke goes outside and sees Nick motion for him to drive, surprising Schanke. Nick crouches down in the passenger seat causing Schanke to tease him about overreacting to the ozone problem. Nick's not too amused by it and suggests they go, and asks where they are going. Schanke tells him it is to the Astor Hotel where a dead body was found, and that crowd control has overwhelmed the precinct.

Rebecca arrives at the stadium and is met by Marty, who briefs her on all the interviews she has to do, rehearsal and the concert starting much too soon. When he sees how drunk she is, he cancels the sound check and announces that she will be lip-synching.

At the Astor Hotel, Natalie is in Rebecca's suite examining the victim. She tells Nick and Schanke that a nice neat row of stab wounds to the chest is the cause of death, that it happened about 12 hours ago, and that there is no sign of a struggle. The victim's name is Billy Conway. Nat's surprised that her two friends don't know who's suite they're in. Nick is not at all happy to learn that the registration information is fake, that Harrison Temple is really Rebecca. The maid acts as if not changing the sheets for 2 days is like not changing them for 2 weeks, as if it is horrific to use the same sheets for two days. The manager looks repulsed by the corpse.

Rebecca's onstage performing, totally drunk. She's not doing a good job of lip synching as she pulls out an Uzi and sprays the audience with bullets during Fan Kill. Nick and Schanke watch from backstage. Marty introduces himself to them and asks what they want. They inform him of the dead body, and that she might be wanted for murder. Marty's shocked and asks them to keep the press out of it and he will cooperate. Rebecca tells her 40,000 fans how drunk she is, calls them clowns and asks why she feels so alone as she starts singing Dark Side of the Glass. Nick understands, and is drawn towards her.

Suddenly Nick's on the outside of the glass look in at various happy scenes, wanting to fit in, but their glares only make him feel more like an outsider. Suddenly he's back in the real world. Schanke comments on how she works 2 hours and makes a fortune while they work their butts off and make nothing. When Schanke asks what it must feel like to be worshipped by all, Nick tells him it is lonely.

As Rebecca comes off stage complaining about the sound and is interrupted by Marty telling her that she has to talk to Nick and Schanke.   She does not figure out their occupations and hits on Nick, until he opens his badge. She thinks it's more lewd behavior charges, but quickly learns about the murder. She gets serious when she realizes they are very serious. She's a bit more sober and tells them that she does not remember anything, as she was very drunk.

In a precinct interrogation room she repeats herself and tells them that she uses the knife onstage every night for entertainment. That she did not kill Billy Conway. She tells them that she was out at a club, very drunk, and in disguise so she could have fun. She comments that she has enough trouble remembering which city she's in and honestly does not remember.

In the hallway, Schanke is asking Nick how he can believe her. Nick reminds him that the stab wounds were a neat row, which Rebecca couldn't do while that drunk. Schanke bets his music collection that she is guilty. Nick tells him that she's not the killer, and does not get to say more before Stonetree comes out to tell them that she has confessed. Nick is shocked. Stonetree tells Schanke that his 8-tracks are safe.

Stonetree is in his office telling someone that it's a murder arraignment, not a photo op, while Nick and Schanke push through the throng of vocal press. A bald guy desperately holds out an envelope, his expression begging one of the cops to take it. Nick hesitates a moment and then takes the envelope.

Inside, Stonetree is griping about the extra headaches Rebecca's confession is causing. Nick hands him the envelope as Schanke tells them good night and leaves. Stonetree has Nick open the envelope and is not happy with the anonymous Polaroids. Nick tells him that those pictures take a year to fully develop and that someone might be trying to help. Stonetree orders the pictures sent to the lab to see how old they are in hopes of finding more clues.

Schanke's about to leave when he sees the throng of fans outside and tells Nick more will arrive. Schanke mentions Woodstock and teases Nick that he was there in macramé diapers when Nick's look suggests he was there. After Schanke heads for the back entrance, Nick softly comments that he was with the Grateful Dead.

In what is almost a parody of the rock n roll lifestyle, LaCroix tells Nick that he cannot back out because his soul's been sold out for weeks in 23 cities and walks away. Nick sees the same woman from the Polaroids in the audience, walking away from the stage. Nick's booed as soon as he walks on stage and starts to play his guitar. Even vamping out does not help, nor does levitating, which leave him confused.

Nick flies to the crime scene and enters, breaking the crime scene tape. Nick looks around and finds the wig and glasses hidden in a grocery bag in the open trunk. This makes him even more sure Rebecca's innocent.

Schanke's trying to listen to the music through headphones but just does not get it, and admits it. He is saved from more listening by the ring of the telephone. It is nick telling Schanke that he thinks he just found Rebecca's alibi as well as all about the Polaroid development timeframe. He asks Schanke to get them analyzed by the lab, and to ask Nat to reopen forensics.

Rebecca is in a holding cell and playing an acoustic guitar. She stops when Nick tells her he likes it. He asks if it is a new song and she admits it is, but it will not be on her new album as it is not about sex. He tells her that she should be careful or she might hurt her image. She tells him that she could not harm her image if her life depended on it, which causes him to ask if it does. He senses how much she hates her life.

Marty enters and tells her she is free and to be careful because the publicity nearly backfired on her. She is stunned and is not happy to go back to her life. She is not pleased to learn it was Nick who freed her. Marty leaves Comps for the concert as a reward.

In another parody, Nick is in jail with LaCroix as the jailer, telling Nick he is to be released, if he wants to go out into the big bad world. Nick tells him that he is sure causing LaCroix to double over laughing as he tells Nick it's all a joke and there's no release.

Rebecca tells her fans via an interview to go worship the life out of someone else. The bald guy hears this as he walks around his shrine to her.

The bald guy enters the stadium.

In the precinct, Stonetree's up to his ears again due to the concert being back on. Stonetree admits she was cleared because the blood on the knife did not match Billy Conway's. And that the Polaroids would've cleared her. Nick asks where his partner is and learns that Schanke's at the concert with a backstage pass, and is not thrilled by that news. He tells Stonetree that he hopes whoever killed Billy Conway isn't a threat to Rebecca. Stonetree agrees.

Wendy enters the dressing room and sees that Rebecca's not in a good mood so she leaves her alone.

The bouncer will not let Nick in, even with his badge, so Nick whammies him into believing he is with the band.

Inside, Schanke is living it up, enjoying being a VIP. Even showing it off to Nick. Nick is looking for the bald guy. The concert starts with Fan Kill. Nick sees the bald guy and remembers being handed the pictures by him. He runs for the audience and gets there right after the bald guy sprays the stage with the Uzi, from one of the front rows. Nick prevents any more shots from being fired into the audience or onto the stage by forcing the barrel to the ceiling. As soon as Schanke gets t here, Nick bolts for the stage. He discovers something shocking and immediately covers Rebecca's face with his jacket.

Inside Natalie's office, Nick asks her if she can keep it under wraps for a while any way she has to. He asks her to go slow on the autopsy, to tell them she needs another day to do more tests. She wordlessly and reluctantly agrees. Nick thanks her.

Nick is at his loft on a stormy night thinking about the case, sitting in his favorite high windowsill. Woodstock flashbacks run through his mind. Later he is out driving to the stadium.

The stadium is empty and dark, yet he hears a single heartbeat. It should not be there. He tracks it to the dressing room and then to a cabinet under the makeup table. When he opens it, he finds a bound, gagged, very scared, but alive Rebecca stuffed inside. As soon as the gag is removed, she tells him that Wendy did it, and he tells her he knows. Rebecca asks why anyone would want to be her.

Nick drives Rebecca out into the country and lets her out on a dirt road in the predawn light. She is casually dressed, carrying only the acoustic guitar in its case and a backpack.

Her record company executives and Marty are talking in a precinct interrogation room. The executives can not stand the idea of letting their gold mine go, especially since she still owes them two albums. It comes out that Wendy did the initial murder and is the one who died onstage. They know that they have to inform the backup singer's families of their deaths before they make a press release about Rebecca's death. The record company executives are still unsure, they think they will have to refund the tickets. Marty tells them that no one will want to turn in tickets for a tour where a very controversial artist was assassinated onstage at the start of her show. Marty reassures them that they can turn it into the Elvis syndrome and put out a greatest hits album for every sighting. He reminds the executives that they own her catalog, and image. That she was falling off the charts, and that they knew her days were numbered. But if they do it his way, she'll stay on the top forever. The executives finally understand and like the idea.

An at peace Rebecca walks towards Nick in the screen causing them both to smile. Nick does a happy twirl of triumph.

The end.

Only the Lonely
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A couple are outside the woman's door in that awkward moment at the end of their date. He invites himself in as she tells him she has an early morning. His beeper goes off and she lets him in to call the hospital.

Inside, he starts unzipping her dress. She tells him to stop, inquiring about the hospital. He tells her it's okay and grows angry when she firmly tells him to stop. He kills her and flees.

Outside the crime scene, a TV reporter reports another west side woman has been brutally murdered and the police are still trying to put together the clues, in what's probably the latest in the series of recent sexual assault murders.

Inside, Natalie bags the victim's hands, tells the techs to prep anything they find for a DNA profile as soon as they get to the lab. Natalie learns no clear prints were found.

Natalie tells Nick she's pretty sure it is victim number three, the victim was strangled barehanded and there are signs of sexual assault but no signs of forced entry. As they watch the client copy of the Singular Interests Introduction Service video Schanke found, Natalie informs them that is their victim, Jill Fischer. Jill nervously tells them about herself and that she'd like to find someone special, but is too busy with work. It hits too close to home for Natalie, who hopes no one notices, not realizing Nick already has.

Nick and Schanke walk Natalie to her car discussing how someone attractive does not have to be desperate to try a dating service. Schanke comments on Natalie having a lot to offer and learns she's never tried a dating service but has thought about it, surprising both her friends. She refuses to discuss her dating life or lack of one. Schanke asks Nick and Natalie what's wrong with each other and learns there is nothing wrong, they are just too busy. Nick has a sad look on his face as Natalie drives off.

Natalie's in her office working on paperwork when a group of coworkers enter singing Happy Birthday while carrying a un-iced yellow cake, the top covered with lit candles. Natalie counts the candles and comments that all thirty are there, depressing her some. She makes a wish and blows them all out in one breath. Grace hands her a gift from everyone. Natalie's horrified to find a black teddy inside. Her coworkers tease her about it, further embarrassing her.Outside, Nick asks Schanke for the address, realizing he forgot Natalie's birthday and is upset. Schanke learned about it because of the party. He tells Schanke he cannot believe he did that and hears Schanke's never fail gift routine, which is to wait until the last minute and they will love whatever you give them.

Inside Natalie's lab, she cleans up the party remnants and thanks Grace for the nice party with a hug. Grace is relieved to learn Natalie took the night off and teases Natalie about her gift, learning she will not be wearing it tonight. Grace says goodnight and leaves. Natalie flashes back to the night of her twenty-eighth birthday.

Eddie and Natalie helps move the ID-less victim to her autopsy table, hearing he was killed by a pipe bomb while stopping a gang robbery. Eddie uneasily tells her the face was basically destroyed as he leaves. She sees the blood covered gurney as her telephone rings. She reports the body just arrived and she will have a report once she looks at the pieces, missing the blood as it has silently sucked back into the body bag. She unzips the bag expecting the worst.

She shakes off the flashback and leaves her lab.

Inside Singular Interests, Nick and Schanke question the agency head, Elsa Burden, who tells them Jill Fischer hadn't had a date in six months due to work conflicts and never heard from Jill again. She explains that people who are too busy to meet others come in and are usually too busy to date after meeting someone. She tells them that the other two victims would be in the database if they were members.

Natalie arrives home, calls out to Sydney, cuddling her feline friend when he comes to her. She tells him he she is out of cat food so he has to take her out to dinner.

Nick's in the loft practicing his putting as he flashes back to the dating discussion they had at the crime scene, as well as telling Schanke it's bad he forgot Natalie's birthday. He stops putting, disturbed by his forgetfulness.

Roger Jameson runs into Natalie as she is leaving the grocery store, knocking her bag to the ground, getting a bloody nose in the process. He helps her pick up the cat food and other items. She notices his bloody nose, apologizes and gives him her scarf to help stop the bleeding. He returns it, apologizing for getting blood on it. She admits she should have been watching where she was going.

Nick buys Natalie a bouquet of sunflowers, walks up to her and gives them to her, wishing her a happy birthday. She calls them beautiful suns, hiding her disappointment over the gift as she thanks him. The awkwardness is noticed by all. She introduces Roger to Nick. Her tone is hopeful as she asks Nick if he was coming to see her, learning he was. Nick comments that he is meeting Schanke, and hands her the card he brought. She thanks him. He apologizes for missing her party and leaves.

Natalie watches him leave then reads her card, admiring the painting on the front and the personal birthday wishes, along with his with affection signature. Roger noticed the connection between them, inquires, and learns they are only friends. He wishes her a happy birthday. Natalie tells Roger she had better go. He asks if he can call Sydney sometime. She thinks about it a moment, then says that it is Sydney Lambert.

Natalie flashes back to the night she met Nick. She unzips the body bag, quite surprised to see Nick looks like he cut himself shaving. She finds herself attracted to him.

She shakes off the flashback and goes home.

In Natalie's office the next night, Natalie tells Grace she has the Fischer genetic profile, but the DNA's too weak due to damaged cell structures from hair dye, requiring them to do a PCR boost. When Natalie comments she needs a volunteer, Schanke enters admitting he never volunteers, nervously backing away as Natalie advances with a lancet. The two ladies sandwich Schanke between them, ignoring his protests and his squirming. Natalie sticks him with the lancet, and then hands Grace the slide. Schanke examines his wound commenting that one day she is slicing the cake and him the next. He does not appreciate their laughing. Grace leaves.

Natalie sees Schanke's trying to fix her up with, Lionel, one of Myra's friend's brother, she firmly tells him no, get out and shoves him out the door then locks it.

Nick and Natalie are both flashing back to the night they first met. He is on the autopsy table, his gash healing in seconds, her on the phone confirming the barely hurt body is the right one. His eyes open and he sits up, eyes glowing, fangs bared and growling. She gasps in shock and fear. She tells him that he is dead, then asks who and what he is, as she is both curious and scared. He darkly tells her he's something very different as he grabs a unit of blood from the cooler, punctures it with his fang and drains it as she watches stunned, refusing to allow her fear to override her curiosity.

It is daytime as Stonetree calls Nick. Nick learns the other two victims were members whose memberships expired so they were not in the database. That the three victims had nothing in common and one had not even had a date. Nick's question on file access causes Elsa tell them George Bomfrey was fired a year ago for sexually harassing one of the female employees. Nick tells Schanke to check for prior convictions.

Roger Jameson calls Natalie at work, but she does not remember him until he reminds her of their run in last night. He invites her to a late lunch in the park.

Natalie and Roger enjoy lunch in the park. She is surprised he wanted to see her again. He tells her he likes a woman with a good punch. When she asks if he is always so cheery, he asks what is not to be cheerful about. He agrees with her comment that she probably works too hard.

Nick calls the morgue and learns he missed Natalie. He is not happy to hear she is out on a lunch date and it shows.

Natalie and Roger are strolling through the park as she tells him she lunch is usually something from a vending machine eaten at her desk. He tells her she works too hard and needs to get out more and enjoy summer. She tells him it has been a while since she spent time in the sun.

Natalie flashes back to the night she met Nick. Nick darkly tells her he is a vampire as he tosses aside the empty unit of blood. She finds it hard to believe, yet everything she's seen proves he's a vampire, horrifying, fascinating and attracting her. When reaches out to touch his cheek, he grabs her hand and holds it a moment before pressing it against his cold cheek. She comments he is quite cold. He reminds her he is dead. She refutes it, challenging him to prove her wrong.

Natalie snaps back to the present, a little disturbed by the memory. Roger thinks they have a lot in common and suggest they find out. She tells him it is her day off.

That night Schanke tells Nick that Bomfrey has three prior convictions, two for petty theft and one for rape, several misdemeanors for indecent exposure and lewd behavior in public as they wait for George Bomfrey to arrive for work. Bomfrey arrives, they go after him, identifying themselves as Metro Police. Bomfrey bolts. They chase then catch him. Nick arrests Bomfrey, showing his badge as he does so.

Natalie and Roger approach her front door laughing. She unlocks her door. They exchange a look and he kisses her. Moments later her pager goes off breaking the mood. She tells him it is a miracle it did not happen sooner, and that she needs to call in. He tells her it is okay and she invites him in. They are kissing as the door opens.

Nick paged her, from inside her apartment. His sadness, hurt, jealousy and a little anger show when he sees her with Roger. Natalie's startled. He explains he tried to page her. Natalie and Nick head into the kitchen where they fight. Their voices are soft but their shadows on the shade tell all. She sincerely apologizes for worrying him by staying out all afternoon, reminding him it is her day off. Roger tells her it is late and he should go. Natalie and Roger admit they had a great time and hope to do it again. Nick is jealously clearly shows as Natalie and Roger share a kiss.

Both Nick and Natalie are cranky and it shows. He asks if she does not think it's too familiar for a first date and hears that she is a big girl. When she asks if he has noticed, he tells her he has definitely noticed, telling her he feels protective towards her, like a sister. Both totally lie about their feelings. She frustratedly tells him she can give him a break because of date murders and such. She is relieved to learn they have a suspect in custody.

The Captain calls and tells Nick there's a new victim found behind the Bridgeport tennis court and has been dead over a week. Nick tells Natalie, who is not happy to hear it. Neither is happy to leave in the middle of their discussion.

Inside the precinct, Stonetree comments that the MO matches the other murders and she just disappeared after her date last week. Schanke tells them she belonged to Singular interests, Bomfrey can't be the killer because he was in jail in Missassauga during two of the four killings. Nick thinks Bomfrey is still the answer.

Inside the interrogation room, Bomfrey believes he is free. Nick darkly tells Bomfrey that he's withholding information, is an accessory to murder, had access to the Singular Interest client list, and either he cooperates or goes to prison. Nick whammies him and learns he sold the files to some guy with a fifty-dollar bill who drove a white van with a flower on the side.

Inside Natalie's office she's scraping under the victim's fingernails as she tells Grace the killer has some serious scratches, and they finally have a good cell sample for a DNA comparison. Grace hesitantly tells Natalie she forgot to get the fourth sample for the Fischer DNA profiles. Natalie's annoyed and gives Grace her scarf containing Roger's blood. Grace leaves as Nick enters.

Natalie is distant as she asks about Bomfrey, learns they are working on a possible lead and tells him the DNA analysis results should be ready later. He apologizes for last night and she coldly tells him she already forgave him. They're hiding their true feelings again, leading to another disagreement where her hopes and heart are shattered as he tells her he wants her to be happy, and if he's not careful he'll get in the way. He sadly tells her he is glad she is seeing someone. She misses how hard it is for him to say that. They both deeply wish they could express their true feelings. He sees she is on the border of tears and leaves, not knowing what else to do because she is ignoring him.

Natalie flashes back to walking down a street that night. Nick brushes against her as they pass each other. She tells him she knows he's testing her and remembers. He tries to whammy her and cannot. She tells him she cannot be hypnotized showing no signs of fear. Nick asks why she does not fear him and hears fear is ignorance based and she would rather understand him. She offers to help, which he questions telling her his evil is metaphysical, a curse, asking how she can help his 800 year old body's incessant thirst for human blood. She can feel his cool breath on her neck as she tells him he is not evil because he wound up on her autopsy table saving lives. He is hopeful she can help him. He asks what her reward is and she tells him it is solving the puzzle.

Back in her office, Natalie calls herself a liar then arranges a date with Roger for tomorrow.

The next day Roger is driving Natalie's car out in the middle of nowhere, as her eyes are close so she will not see their destination. She inquires about their destination, and hears it is the tropics, to trust him, and will be home in time for work. She comments that he is good for her. He agrees. They park at Humber Nurseries, which has Canada's largest selection of tropical plants, and head for the door. In the parking lot is a white delivery van with a flower painted on the side. He unlocks the door telling her a client owns it. Once inside he secretly locks them in. He leads her through the plants to the picnic he arranged. She tells him it is beautiful.

Nick listens as Schanke tells his machine he searched all the Metro Toronto flower shops aggravating his allergies and didn't find the white van but will start on the outlying areas tomorrow.

As soon as it is dark, Nick enters Natalie's empty office and accidentally finds her research journal. He reads it, impressed and touched by her serious efforts over the last two years. He hides it when Grace enters. He misses how worried Grace is about Natalie as she tells him she's been desperately trying to get a hold of him because the blind DNA profile came back and Roger Jameson's sample matched the killer's. She comments that Roger lied about being a lawyer because the bar has no record of him. She worriedly tells Nick she thinks Natalie's out with him. Neither is happy Natalie went off without telling anyone where and with whom. Grace comments on Natalie's moodiness lately, which Nick knows he is partially responsible for.

Inside the nursery, Roger starts the music as Natalie takes a seat.

Nick searches Natalie's apartment, checks her daily planner, and sees several events, including a two pm picnic with Roger, but no details. He finds a florist box from the Humber nursery with its address, heads for the roof and takes off for the nursery.

Inside the nursery, Roger and Natalie are having a good time. She flashes back to her first meeting with Nick.

Nick and Natalie approach each other, she reaches for his face, he grabs her hand and a moment later presses it against his cheek telling her he's dead.

In the nursery, Natalie cuddles closer to Roger her head on his chest. Both are enjoying themselves. Natalie stands causing Roger to ask where she is going. She tells him she would get lost. He takes her arms, confirms it. His tone is a little off as he tells her she is safest there with him. When they kiss she mentally hears Nick's voice telling her not to and pulls away. She flashes back to that night on the street.

Nick honestly tells Natalie not to get too close to him because he does not want to hurt her but might accidentally hurt or kill her.

In the nursery, Natalie and Roger kiss. He starts unbuttoning her blouse, telling her she will forget rejection and feel very wanted. He seems angry as he tells her she will surrender to him. She pulls back startled, not about to surrender to anyone. She tells him they are going too fast. He angrily asks who she thinks she is for stopping now that she is half undressed. She is terrified, humoring him, as he wants to start over. When he rolls up his sleeves revealing the serious scratches, she realizes he is the killer.

She bolts and he chases her. She's too busy looking ahead and trips over a garden hose. He catches up, ranting to her unconscious body that she blew it. There is a gash on her forehead over her left eyebrow, which is visible as he drags her limp body some distance then squats down beside her. He psychotically rants that he wanted something between them but she never gave them a chance, never trusted him.

Nick finds them, vamps out as he crashes through the skylight, grabs Roger and tosses him through the roof onto a manure pile outside. Nick wraps his arms around her body, holding her close against his chest. She still thinks it's Roger as she comes around, too out of it to hear Nick's soothing words or even see his face an inch from hers. Several minutes later she realizes she's safely in Nick's arms and relaxes. His calming words and touches taking effect. She holds on tightly as she cries.

In the briefing room, Stonetree tells her they have her statement and to go home. She tells them she will be fine, her tone betraying her. Stonetree thanks her for helping catch the killer, tells her not to let it spoil her relationships and leaves. Nick asks if she realizes exactly how worried he was about her and she tells him she does, caressing his hand. All earlier fights have been forgiven and forgotten. They silently gaze into each other's eyes as the passion between them grows. He leans down to kiss her and she almost imperceptibly pulls away. He's hurt but understands it is too soon after Roger. He kisses her temple instead as they hold each other tight, her head resting on his chest. Two wounded souls comforting each other.

As Natalie is leaving, Schanke tells her Lionel is arriving and she must meet him. She quickly leaves. Nick hears Schanke grumbles that he promised Myra he would introduce them. Lionel enters looking like a GQ cover model and introduces himself, surprising both Nick and Schanke.

The end.
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Tawny Teller and her cameraman, Bobby, are tagging along with Nick and Schanke for the Cop Watch series. Schanke rambles on talking about what it is like, not always making sense. The dispatcher sends them to a possible homicide in progress where shots have been fired. Schanke rambles about the excitement as he checks his gun. Nick tells the TV crew to stay down, stay out of the way, turn of the camera, and especially the light.

A wounded businessman lies unconscious, but alive, in the street. Nick tells Dispatch to send the paramedics. Nick shoves the camera out of his face and hurries over to Schanke, who is with the victim. Nick asks bystanders if they saw anything. They point in the direction the shooter went. The camera follows Nick as he runs after the perp. Nick tells Bobby to get out of there, now, and shoves him away. Nick checks the surrounding buildings where he is shot at repeatedly.  He runs along the side of a car then dives over it. The other three are already hiding there. Schanke covers Nick as he dashes across the street. Tawny and Bobby are behind him.

Nick runs into an alley vamped out about to take to the air, but cannot with the camera only a couple feet behind him. Nick forces his features back to normal, puts his hand over the lens, and darkly telling Tawny he told her to stay back.

Inside the precinct, Nick tells Stonetree he was against it from the start, especially on such a high profile case. It is dangerous. Stonetree tells him it was the Commissioner's idea. Traffic does not make good television. Stonetree reminds Nick reporters were in the wars and riots. Stonetree comments that he wants the budget-slashers and City Council to know what they are up against, as well as it being good public relations. Nick tells him it's bad police work. Stonetree tells Nick he is against the world, to deal with it.

As they review the videotape, they see a guy nearly lost in the dark. Tawny tells them the shooter's picture will look good enough for a high school yearbook when she is done enhancing it. Stonetree tells Nick his argument just crashed and burned.

Inside Natalie's office, Bobby is filming the autopsy. Tawny looks green as she watches. Natalie comments on the two entrance wounds with huge exit wounds out the back, and there could still be lead in there. Natalie notices that Tawny looks sick and asks if she is okay. Tawny lies. A few moments later she tells Bobby to get the camera out of her face and bolts for the bathroom. Bobby is amused. Natalie asks him if he wants to get a shot of what she's doing, moves back, explaining that she opens the entrance wound a little. Bobby sees this, covers his mouth and bolts for the bathroom. Natalie shakes her head as Nick comments on all the brutal places they have been and how violence still makes them sick. Natalie comments that the sight of blood does strange things to people. Nick agrees. Natalie pulls the bullet from the body, telling him it is from an M-16. He takes the forceps for a better look at the bullet, slipping into a flashback as he walks away.

In 1861-1862 Virginia, the American Civil War is raging. Nick is a field hospital doctor behind the lines. He is holding a bullet in his own forceps. Nick whammies the badly injured man he is operating on to feel no pain and sleep for days.

Sullivan enters to photograph the dead on the General's order. Nick tells him there are no dead, not even the man he just operated on. Sullivan's doubtful and asks again. Nick lets him take pictures. Sullivan tells Nick he wants to see him in his tent later because he has some odd pictures he wants him to see, making Nick a little nervous. Another soldier's brought in and is pronounced dead by Dr. Knight.

Natalie's at the loft. Nick tells her that he could have nailed the shooter if the camera had not been right there. He could not let them see the vampire. She tells him that sometimes being a vampire is a real disadvantage, he confirms it is in the technological age.

Tawny and Bobby, are seated at the editing console working on finding the frame with the best shot of the shooter, going frame by frame and find ones where the shooter's face is illuminated by the muzzle flash. They pick the clearest shot. Bobby blows it up and enhances it, which greatly improves the clarity. She prints out the final version and will recheck the tape for anything else useful. Technology is bad for criminals, but good for everyone else. Schanke comments that every cop car should have one, and will within the next few years. Bobby comments they are so easy to use anyone can use one.

Nick tells Tawny that he owes her an apology. She tells him viewing the autopsy was as much her idea as anyone else's. He was totally against her and Bobby riding along because they would get in the way. She tells him a lot of the profiled officers felt the same way and he doesn't have to apologize. If her and Bobby's work catch the shooter, they will get commendations. She tells Nick they are talking Emmy. A very pale guy enters, setting down a stack of tapes. Nick sees only the guy's back but senses he has seen him before.

In the bullpen, Nick is trying to match the picture to a mug shot. He flashes back to the Civil War again.

Nick is flipping through the pictures as Sullivan tells him he cannot believe what he saw. Nick is not happy to see a picture of LaCroix feeding on a fallen soldier, and another shot of LaCroix looking right at the camera. No one else has seen the pictures. Sullivan is scared, asking what the hell it is and if it's an angel. Nick tells him it is the angel of death.

In the editing room, Tawny is alone. She replays the scene where Nick is ducking the shots in slow motion, enlarging part of it. She sees the bullet go through his jacket by his ribs. The darkness and Nick's black shirt keep her from seeing it enter his body.

Nick flashes back to the Civil War. He is inside the medical tent as another injured soldier is brought in. Nick senses something and discovers LaCroix's standing next to a dying soldier. He offers to share the victim with Nick. Nick tells LaCroix to get out. LaCroix comments that the last time was either the Crimean or the War of 1812. Nick tells LaCroix he follows carnage like a vulture, hearing LaCroix does not like the conflict because of the noise, but loves the free food. Nick tells him he is sick. LaCroix comments on Nick's abstinence, learning Nick only draws enough to work.

Nick tells him that the cameraman photographed them and how all the marvelous new inventions are shrinking their domain, endangering their secrets, and that science may yet reveal them to the mortal world. Nick tells him Sullivan does not know what he saw. LaCroix brings up the code because Sullivan has evidence and suspects. Nick is horrified, telling LaCroix it'll be taken care of. LaCroix comments that Nick never could hide his thoughts, admitting they skipped those lessons. Nick is surprised. LaCroix warns Nick that if he does not take care of the code violation, the Enforcers will, then takes off.

In the loft, Nick is asleep on the couch upside down when he hears the lift motor start. He is instantly alert, stuffing the empty bottle under the couch. Tawny, Bobby, and Schanke enter, quietly talking as they see the empty room. Tawny asks Schanke if he is sure it's a good idea. Schanke says she can blame any problems on him, even if they were her ideas. They talk about it being a slice of life, man behind the badge stuff, balancing out the action. Schanke misses the sarcasm as he is told his ideas will be in the script.

Nick firmly clamps his hand on Schanke's shoulder, nearly scaring him to death. Schanke tells him he hopes he does not mind, and he knows he is not supposed to use the code unless it is an emergency but they wanted to capture his human side. Schanke misses the slight worry and mild panic on Nick's face. Nick softly, threateningly tells Schanke that a telephone call would have been nice. Schanke reminds him it does not work that way, and he would've prepared if called. Tawny approaches and tells Nick that it is her fault. She forced him to go along with her. He has accepted them looking around the loft. Bobby comments it is dark. Nick instantly tells him not to open the blinds. Schanke tells them Nick has a skin disease and is extremely sensitive to sunlight. Schanke shows Bobby around.

Tawny comments that a cop with a disability is a good angle. He tells her it's a small one.. She tells him she swears she saw him take a hit on the tape. Nick has a brief uh oh look before lightly commenting that he is in one piece. Schanke tells Nick there was a reason he came over shows Nick an artist's sketch from the Vancouver PD, putting it next to their picture of the shooter and discover the two look pretty close. He may there to paint the town red, so they are circulating the photos and will check out the hotels and motels to see if anyone matching the description has checked in recently. Nick pushes Schanke, Tawny and Bobby towards the door.

Schanke, Tawny and Bobby are in front of the Rainbow Motel in the sunlight. Schanke is overplaying it, and wants to do it over but hears it is not supposed to be a performance. He talks about how not all of his job is exciting Tawny asks about Nick's eccentricities. Schanke and Nick have been partners about a year. Schanke answers her questions with more questions, giving out little info on Nick. She asks if Nick has ever been shot in the line of duty, learning he has not been while on this force. Nick does not talk about his past. Bobby reminds them there is work to do. Tawny tells Schanke to take it down some. Schanke makes sure he's ready, then really hams it up.

Nick's getting ready for work, and sees the bullet hole in his purple jacket.

Inside the precinct, Stonetree tells Nick sending the pictures all over town paid off because they have tip from a motel down by the lake. He is to check it out with the camera crew. Schanke's shift is over. Tawny tells Schanke he should go home. He tells her it is no problem, totally missing the hint. Stonetree reminds Tawny it is dangerous and will get them bulletproof vests.

Nick and Schanke enter the Rainbow Motel with Tawny and Bobby. Nick shows the desk clerk the sketch and picture, asking if she's seen them. She is not sure if it is the suspect, he checked in alone four days ago and did not seem suspicious at first. He has been pretty quiet. Nick asks if he can see the register and she has no objection, captivated by being on camera. Nick scans the page, finding a Morris Peter from Vancouver. They learn he was seen earlier that afternoon, but do not know if he is still in the honeymoon suite.

The cops and reporters approach the suite. Nick reminds them the shooter is dangerous so they need to be careful and quiet. Nick and Schanke take their places, one on each side of the door. The camera crew is behind Schanke. Both cops feel the fear of a dangerous situation and it shows. Nick knocks identifying himself as Metro PD, orders Peters to open the door, and gets blasted by an M-16. Bobby is shot in the leg. Nick tells Schanke to get Tawny and Bobby out of there and get backup. Bobby gives the camera to Tawny as Schanke helps him down the hall to safety. Nick runs into the room and jumps over the balcony not realizing Tawny is followed him into the room, but did not catch the leap. She sees him on the ground below. Nick grabs Morris, reads him his rights, and turns him over to arriving officers. Nick turns towards the balcony and sees Tawny filming him, looking stunned. Nick looks worried.

Nick brings the suspect into the precinct, Tawny catching it all on tape. He turns both the perp and gun over to another officer for booking. Both Nick and Tawny are worried, uneasy as they face each other. Schanke enters and tells them the bullet shattered Bobby's tibia but he will make it. If it had been a few inches higher, he would be dead. Nick and Tawny are relieved. Tawny tells Nick she does not understand it. Bobby was not in the line of fire. Schanke tells her it was a ricochet. Anyone around a gun when it goes off is in the line of fire. That he told her it was dangerous. Nick tells Tawny they need to talk while Schanke pulls her away telling her it is time for the fun part, paperwork. Nick is frustrated.

Stonetree notices Nick's distracted and asks if he is okay as he drops a folder on the desk. Nick tells him he is fine. Stonetree tells him to write it up and get it on his desk while he calls the Crown, telling them not to go to bed yet because he wants an indictment in the morning. Nick picks up the folder, tells Stonetree okay and leaves.

Several officers are hovering around a TV watching the end of Cop Watch. The announcer tells them that next time Cop Watch stalks a killer on the homicide beat. Tawny Teller promises some spectacular footage unlike anything seen before. Nick's face shows just how worried he is.

Nick flashes back to the Civil War. He is whammying Sullivan into destroying his pictures, the plates, forgetting what he has seen and leaving. LaCroix is not teaching Nick properly shows as Sullivan shakes off the whammy a few times. Sullivan wonders what Northern papers would pay for the pictures, asking Nick how he is supposed to forget seeing a man fly. That he is going to find it because it was no camera trick, asking Nick why he's trying so hard to convince him otherwise.

In the precinct, Schanke very anxiously awaits Tawny's arrival, wondering where she is. Schanke's in trouble with Stonetree for not doing the interrogation write up on the follow-home guy, admitting he is waiting for Tawny. Schanke says he will get right on it.

Inside the studio editing room, Tawny is alone and sticks a videotape case into her purse. Nick startles her with a hand on her shoulder. She mentions the bullet slowing Bobby down, and that it slows down most people. His learns she has it on tape if he would like to see it for himself. He whammies her telling her she cannot show the tape. She shakes it off asking what the hell is he, growing annoyed with him. He tells her it is not important as he whammies her, telling her what she saw through the camera did not happen. She tells him to tell it to her audience next week. He tells her the existence of the tapes puts her in grave danger. She tells him it is too big a story to pass up. He again whammies her and tells her to destroy the tapes and forgets. She tells him she knows he is playing with her mind, and to stay away. It is her journalistic duty to expose him.

In the Civil War, Nick enters Sullivan's tent, sees him unconscious on the ground and checks for life, hanging his head when there's none. Nick senses someone, looks up and sees two large, snarling Enforcers, a stake in one's hand. LaCroix tells the Enforcers it's his fault and Nick has no part in it. He tells Nick it is the code. LaCroix's a little scared while Nick's quite scared and backs out of the tent. LaCroix helplessly watches the Enforcers destroy the photographic equipment, plates, pictures, and then douse it with lamp oil. They set fire to it and watch it burn. Once satisfied they take to the night sky.

In the present, Janette tells Nick he must fix it. The Enforcers will not allow the code to be broken. Nick explains he has tried to but she will not submit. Janette tells him she will not as long as she has the videotape, because it's evidence, and cannot be whammied. She comments that it might just be a rumor heard in the Community over the last century. Nick realizes Sullivan had the pictures and Tawny has the videotape. Janette wants to know why mortals have to complicate the world with technology.  People went to clubs before TV and movies existed. She reminds him that destroying Tawny's tape is the only way she will live, and he will stay out of big trouble. That he must do it soon or the Enforcers will come, and they will enforce the code, killing whoever they need to kill in order to enforce it. Nick mutters to himself that he knows it, remembering the photographer.

Schanke psyches himself into calling a talent agency as this is his once in a lifetime chance. He keeps watch so no one sees or overhears him.

Inside the editing room, the very pale guy sits beside Tawny as she happily shows the tape of Nick flying. Danny's hides most of his worry, growing more worried when he learns Nick can whammy. He tells her the guy might try something stronger next time. She is a little nervous and uneasy. He learns the original is hidden somewhere in the building. He is the only other person who has seen it. He tells her to be careful. She does not get the warning. He promises not to tell anyone wanting to keep his job and neck a little longer, then leaves.

Outside the building, Danny checks both ways and takes to the sky.

Schanke is very impatiently pacing back and forth inside the precinct awaiting Tawny's arrival, constantly growing more impatient. Schanke asks a passing officer if the Cop Watch crew has been here or is riding with someone else. She tells him she does not know and leaves. Tawny told him she was coming back with a new cameraman.

Tawny has a nightmare of the hotel room with a vamped out, growling Nick and wakes startled. She realizes she needs sleep, sticks the tape case into her purse and heads for the elevators. She nervously looks around, then enters the elevator. Faint snarls come from somewhere nearby. More are heard as the elevator doors close.

As Nick drives, he flashes back to LaCroix protecting him from the Enforcers.

Tawny gets off the elevator, teases Nelson about sleeping on the job and hears a sound that catches her attention. The revolving doors look like someone just went through them. She realizes Nelson is either unconscious or dead. She hears the sound of heavy footsteps approaching and sees the two Enforcers get out of the elevator as she approaches. She runs to the escalator and up it, while the Enforcers ride it up. She runs down the hall into a soundproof room, shutting the door behind her.

Nick arrives at the building, parks, and hurries inside, afraid he will be too late.

Inside the soundproof room, Tawny feels a hand on her shoulder, spins around and screams as she sees Nick there. Nick deadly seriously tells her to do what he says or they will both die. She learns their job is protect the secret of the vampire, and keep mortals from discovering they exist. She realizes they, and Nick, are vampires. He pulls her away, telling her they have to hurry, asking if she made any copies as they run down a hallway. She tells him they are hidden in an empty room. Nick learns Danny saw the tape and tells her Danny is a vampire, and they have to get the tape.

Nick and Tawny enter the office used as storage and are crouched in front of the tape. When she cannot get the combination lock to work, Nick tells her to let him try and rips the door off the safe. She grabs the tapes, telling him she cannot turn over the biggest story of her career. He tells her that if she does not, the only story will be about her murder. She tells him it is her journalistic responsibility not to.

The two menacing looking Enforcers jump through the window. Nick is between Tawny and the Enforcers. Nick is tossed aside, and Tawny is nearly bit. The tapes fall from Tawny's hand. Nick grabs them and shoves them into the Enforcer's hand. Nick orders her to admit they are the only copies. They will know if she lies. She swears they are the only tapes. Nick tells her she must forget everything she has seen. One look at the Enforcers reminds her why, and she gives in. Nick whammies her and she passes out in his arms. One Enforcer wants to stake Nick and kill her, but the other restrains him. He is relieved when the Enforcers leave, yet concerned.

In the editing room, Nick leans over Tawny, as she is asleep at the editing console. He hits a button and she wakes up. She sees him and apologizes for falling asleep on him. She tells him she had the weirdest nightmare where someone chased her and tried to kill her. Nick asks where she left off on the show and she tells him she does not remember, showing the whammy worked. He's pleased and splits at vampire speed.

Danny and Nick have a confrontation in the hallway. Nick tells Danny to move on, now. Danny growls at Nick, challenging him. After a short snarl fest, Nick wins.

It is night at the loft. Tawny, Schanke, Natalie and Stonetree are there as Nick's guests. Schanke's torturing Bobby by writing a novel on Bobby's full leg plaster cast, right where it's broken. Nick is looking through a book on the Civil War, seeing a formal portrait of Sullivan standing next to his camera. Stonetree walks over to Nick to see what has his attention. Nick shows him the cover of 100 Years of Combat Photography, telling him it's a gift from Tawny for time they spent on the front lines.

Cop Watch comes on, getting everyone's attention. Tawny thanks Nick for everything. Something in her tone and expression seems like she remembers and knows it's best to stay quiet if she wants to live. Schanke's agent calls, turns him down, breaking Schanke's heart. Schanke rants that Marty cannot do that to him. Natalie is grinning, Stonetree's laughing so hard he's nearly falling out of his chair, pointing to the screen.

The end.

Feeding the Beast

Season 1 Episode 18

Written by Alison Bingeman

Directed by Richard Lewis

Guest stars:

Monika Howard.................. Carrie-Anne Moss

Hillary Howard................... Hadley Obodiac

Angie.................................. Marina Anderson

Skip Polley......................... Diego Chambers

Henry.................................. Peter Messaline

Dr. Alyce Hunter................ Christine Reeves

No character name given:

Ian Deakin, Julie Armstrong, Louis Wrightman, Helene Rousse

Monica and Skip are kissing in a dark room before the meeting. He tells her he cannot do it anymore and leaves. Hillary comes in and asks if she is alone, sensing another person in a room. Unknown to her, Monica had sex with the guy. Hillary tells Monica the meeting is starting.

During the meeting, Skip is at the onstage podium, flanked by the twelve steps, six on each side of him. He introduces himself and tells about his battle with the bottle, including being fired. Various emotions show on the faces of the audience, fellow addicts. Skip tells them the Twelve-Step program was his salvation, it did not happen overnight, and would never have happened without his sponsor, Monica. The audience applauds as Skip walks off stage.

After the meeting, Skip is walking towards his car, not realizing he is being watched. Skip gets into the driver's seat and finds a bottle of alcohol on the passenger seat, asking if it is some kind of sick joke. His observer walks up to the passenger side of Skip's car and fires a single shot. The person then fires a single shot. The bullet passes through the bottle shattering it and into Skip. The unknown person flicks a lighter and throws it lit into the car, turning it into a giant torch, as the alcohol instantly becomes a fireball. The mystery person walks away.

At the crime scene, Angie W. tells Schanke she heard the gunshot and saw the fire like everyone else. Monica approaches Schanke and they briefly discuss his smoking habit before he asks if she's Clara B. She tells him she is not Clara Barton, but is Monica Howard. He tells her she is the only one giving a full name. She reminds him the Twelve Steps are anonymous. Talking to the police is not part of the program. He inquires how well she knew Skip Holing and learns she was his sponsor. Monica tells him Skip was really nice and was doing very well with his recovery and they only talked about booze. Schanke learns she can be contacted where they are. Schanke asks about her addiction and she will not tell him.

Nick’s on vacation at the loft. His dark mood is reflected in his painting mostly in shades of black. He takes a long drink from his wine bottle as the answering machine activates. He has a tired worn out leave me alone, I need a break look on his face. Schanke calls him in to work because he is needed, asking if Nick has any bad habits. Nick stops drinking and stares at the machine

 Stonetree tells Nick the Twelve-Step group is stonewalling them. He tells Nick he was not at the crime scene so they won't know he's a cop. Nick comments they need him to go undercover as a member of the group. Stonetree jokes, asking Nick if he has any bad habits.

Inside Natalie's office, her expression is as serious as Nick's. He asks her what she thinks of Twelve Step programs. She carefully tells him they can be very helpful for some mortal addictions. He asks her about the more exotic ones, and is reminded of her theory, it's the blood that keeps him from coming across. His expression is since as he tells her he really does try. Hers is disbelieving, wondering just how hard he really tries. He asks if she thinks the program can help him give it up. She tells him he is the only one who can answer the question and it cannot hurt to try.

Inside the building, a Twelve-Step meeting is going on. Monica is at the podium telling the crowd when she came there three years ago she was on her knees, almost literally. She felt like a complete and total failure as a human being. She hated herself. Nick enters and takes a seat. She tells them she could not see any way out of her addiction, which is like a big, ugly, greedy beast, which demands to be fed, again and again. Nick flashes back to his attacking and feeding on Alyce Hunter in the museum, the first woman he drained in 1228 and Elizabeth (the leper).

After the meeting, Nick swipes the sign in sheet. Monica approaches, asking if it is his first meeting. He tells her it is. Hillary approaches an angry, jealous look on her face. Nick tells Monica her words were an inspiration and thanks her. Hillary politely tells Nick he should not feel pressured to join this group, as there are others in the city he might want to check out. Monica agrees, telling him it is important to trust those he's turning to for help. Henry approaches, asking who they'd rather turn to for help than Monica. Hillary has the angry, jealous look on her face. Henry tells Nick you come there to get off drugs and meet Monica. He privately tells Monica they will talk later, suggesting far more than talk. She uneasily confirms it. Henry leaves. She admits she's Henry's sponsor.

Monica tells Nick it will be rough, but they're all there for him. Hillary fails to lead Nick over to Angie, who has information. Monica gives Nick her telephone number, telling him to call any time he needs to talk. He thanks her and asks where to start. She tells him the first step is admitting to someone he loves and trusts he is powerless before his addiction. Nick looks serious as he tells her it's not going to be easy. She tells him it will hurt like hell, but the program works.

Henry's approaching the front door of a building, recognizes an approaching person. The person knocks him down, sticks a syringe into his arm and pushes the plunger, killing him.

The area becomes a crime scene. Stonetree asks Nick how he knows it's the same killer. Nick tells him the MO's are similar, the victim was killed with their choice of drug. Schanke says it means the killer knows them well. Natalie tells them Skip had sex sometime after the meeting, and that he was killed shortly afterwards. She leaves. Stonetree asks if they have the members last names. Nick tells them they do, along with telephone numbers as he turns over the sign in sheet. He says he feels like he is betraying them. Stonetree leaves.

Natalie worriedly watches Nick as he nervously admits to Schanke that he is an addict. Schanke refuses to believe it. He is shocked, as a part of him knows it could be the truth. Nick tells Schanke he is trying to talk to him. Schanke mentions the wine, seriously contemplating it for a moment before telling Nick he is not an addict, he is fine. He leaves. Natalie nervously looks at Nick, then looks around hoping no one heard Nick's confession. He tells her Step One didn't work. He is a little bewildered and upset Schanke did not believe him. She asks what's Step Two, her concern showing.

Inside the loft, Nick pours out all his bottles, lining the empties up on the counter. Nick's tempted and nearly drinks from the final bottle, but does not. He pours it out looking a little regretful, uncertain and a bit relieved. He washes it all down the drain with some water.

Nick is on the meeting stage, telling the empty hall he's an addict and is driven by his hunger. He admits it's not for booze, crack, junk, stammering as he starts to say what his addiction is when the podium starts shaking and blood starts pouring out of the cracks, running down the podium. It is Nick's nightmare. Nick admits he drinks blood so he can live forever. The two posters containing the Twelve Steps are now in Arabic. LaCroix enters carrying Monica. He asks Nick what is so horrible as he approaches. She tells Nick to fight it. He does not have to listen to LaCroix. LaCroix agrees, telling Nick to listen to his hunger, listen to the beast within. Nick hears her heartbeat, as well as her telling him there is help. LaCroix asks who can help his hunger, his craving for her blood. She repeats that he can beat it as the podium shakes harder and more blood pours out. LaCroix offers Monica, telling him to surrender to his thirst much like he did that very first night. Nick vamps out, growling. Nick resists a moment before sinking his fangs into Monica's neck.

Back in reality, Nick is asleep in his bed. His forehead is coated with a sheen of blood sweat, which he discovers as he wakes. He hurries downstairs to the kitchen sink. He tries to find enough blood to drink, trying to gather all the remaining drops into one bottle. He brings it to his mouth, hesitates as he thinks about what he is doing, grimaces and throws the bottle against the glass blocks frustrated and angry. It shatters. Nick desperately heads for the telephone and calls someone.

He and Monica are in a booth in a diner. He asks her if it is always that bad. She tells him that sometimes it is worse. They are their own worst victims. A waitress in a pink uniform puts a plate of French fries and a bottle of ketchup in front of him. Nick tells Monica it is not that way with him as he drowns his fries with ketchup. She tells him it is like walking through a door for the first time, and knowing that you might fall thirteen stories onto the concrete, but you have to trust that pain means you are getting better. Nick shoves a french fry into his mouth looking like it is horrible. Monica watches him curiously, asking what's up. Nick swallows, then tells her with a smile he just fell thirteen stories and it did not hurt a bit. She laughs. He admits she helps a lot. She thanks him because he made her feel good, which is a rare emotion these days. Nick grows serious, asking if it is because of the murders. She tells him it is. She was Skip and Henry's sponsors, which makes the whole thing bizarre. She tells him you get really close to people and then they die. Nick is more serious as he asks how close, upsetting Monica. She tells him there is a strict rule about no romance between sponsors and members. Nick tells her he did not mean to pry, just needed to know the rules. He admits he has never accepted help from anyone before, looking like the admission hurt. She relaxes telling him trust is earned and not given, reminding herself of that. She tells him it takes time to build trust. He should take as much time as he needs. She is there for him. He thanks her.

Inside the bullpen, Schanke tells Natalie everywhere you go someone is telling you what's wrong with you. If you buy more than a six pack, the guy behind the counter gives you a funny look. Natalie comments on his buying cigarettes, causing him to ask why should he feel guilty for smoking now and then. He should be able to without people looking at him as if he is a junkie. Natalie teases him that he does not have a problem and hears Schanke empathically state he does not have a problem. Schanke sees Nick and comments Nick does not have a problem either. Natalie cheerfully comments that Nick's cheeks actually look rosy. He cheerfully tells her it must be the french-fries, and that shocks her. She asks if he actually ate them. He nearly whispers into her ear that he did with lots of ketchup. She finds it incredible. Schanke's confused and asks if he missed something. Nick comments he must be in recovery. Natalie tells him it certainly does agree with him. Nick comments that Monica has been a big help. Natalie asks him to not get his hopes too high. He asks if she is a little jealous spoiling her mood. She tells him she is not, she's just being realistic. Stonetree approaches, asking what they have on the last victim. Natalie tells him the angle of the wound shows the killer's right handed, and she found identical skin cells under both victims' fingernails. Schanke comments he sees a pattern. Stonetree asks if any of the women are linked to the victims, learning Monica sponsored them both, and is Nick's sponsor. Natalie's concerned.

Inside the meeting hall, Nick and Angie sit next to each other. She tells Nick she does not think there is a better sponsor in the whole city than Monica. She was a mess when she first came in and Monica guided her through it all, making life seem worth living again, asking if he knows what she means. Nick comments how Monica seems to have a magical effect on people. Angie agrees. Hillary asks if there is anyone who would like to share with the group. Angie silently encourages Nick. He nervously stands and tells the group he is an addict and it has been three days since he stopped abusing. They all say hi. He tells them he is still alive. There is applause as Nick sits down feeling good. Monica smiles, while Hillary has that mean, jealous look on her face.

After the meeting, Nick drives off as Monica follows him. He sees her and pulls into a dead end street. He approaches her car. She stutters a little as she asks if they can talk.

Inside the loft, Monica tells Nick she was very proud of him at the meeting. He says he is making real progress because of her. She tells him it is because of their connection. He comments she's connected with a lot of people, and seems to have a talent for that. She tells him she has, but it is different with him, she can sense he's on a very sharp and is like her. She comments it makes her feel really close to him. He tells her it is why they have to fight so hard. She agrees. She looks at Nick's painting, which is mostly red now with wide light and medium gray slashes through parts of it, along with a little black. He tells her it is his beast. She titles it the beast within commenting it is a good description for the way it gnaws at you. He agrees. They are holding hands. She tells him that sometimes it gets to be too much to hold in as she caresses his cheek, telling him you just want to give in. She leans in to kiss him but he pulls away, cheerfully telling her it is why you have to control yourself. She says she's not so sure and kisses him. She tells him it is so hard to be sure all the time as she continues to nuzzle his face, seducing him. He tells her to go home because he needs his sponsor. She says she needs him too, as she tries to continue the seduction. He looks like he is almost ready to vamp out and bite her. She says she's been dreaming about him but wakes up alone. He pulls back totally sober as if he just regained control and tells her to go home.

She gets nasty, telling him not to get self-righteous with her. He tells her he is trying to recover. She tells him recovery is just the spaces between fixes. She tells him doing something about the need now and then is not going to make it any stronger, because it cannot possibly get any stronger. She helped him with his addiction so why can't he help her with hers. He is deadly serious as he tells her to go. She says they all come to her with their addictions and God forbid she should have a weak moment, asking if that makes her a monster. She sternly tells him the beast never goes away, it is always on their back. She tells him there is no cure, so he had better learn to deal with it. He looks hurt and betrayed by her words. She tells him she is going to get some help and leaves.

Nick is alone. LaCroix's ghost asks Nick if that is the humanity, he seeks, surprising Nick. He asks if that is his mortal strength, drinking from the bottle in his hand, tossing it to Nick telling him to remember where his last bottle is. Nick frantically searches for it, tormented by the ringing telephone. LaCroix is gone. Schanke's voice tells Nick Monica is a love junkie. She has been busted three times for giving massages at the Windsor Arms hotel. Nick finds the bottle tucked up inside the fireplace. He pulls it out and takes a long drink as Schanke tells him to bring her in for questioning. Schanke is more serious as he comments about what he said earlier about the addiction stuff. Nick is doubling over in pain, grimacing as Schanke tells him it is stricken from the record, and he apologizes. He will take Nick however he is and hangs up. Nick tells him it is good as he takes another long drink.

Inside the Raven, Nick is at a table drinking heavily. A woman in Goth makeup dances, trying to catch Nick's attention. Nick looks back and forth between her and the bottle, knowing he must stick to the bottle. She approaches Nick, but Janette beats her to the table. Nick is upset, frustrated, feeling betrayed angry and depressed, all of which show. He asks Janette if it is true, there is no way out. If not, he might as well embrace it. He darkly tells her he is revamping himself, and from now on he will say he is a vampire and proud of it. The hell with the mortal world. His dark mood spoils her good one. She's concerned and asks what caused the abrupt change of heart. He tells her it is mortal's weakness, false hopes, and lies. She senses there is more to it, asking if it is their humanity. He asks what strength is there in the ability to die as he finishes off his glass. She takes the bottle telling him he has had enough. His eyes glow yellow as he tells her he is hungry and going to feed. She tells him his eyes are glowing and tells him she cannot have a scene in the place, telling him to dance it off. He grabs the bottle back, changing his mind as he sees the Goth woman looking at him. He agrees to dance it off and heads for the Goth woman.

Inside the bullpen, Natalie and Schanke are worried about Nick. Schanke's telephones rings. He tells her it had better be Nick with Monica Howard. He answers the telephone telling the person they will be right over. Both are more worried. He hangs up and informs Natalie that Nick's at the Raven.

Inside the Raven, Janette grows worried and scared when she does not see Nick anywhere. Nick enters the back room with the Goth woman. He tells her he thinks she belongs as a denizen of the night. He caresses her cheek, holding her close, pinning her up against the red pillar. She is having serious second thoughts. He kisses her telling her it might just be her make up. She is as pale if not paler than he is. She asks how it makes her look, hearing it makes her look like death, which is sexy as he kisses her. She says she finds it sexy, and he asks if she means she finds death sexy. She tells him she finds it incredibly sexy as he kisses his way down her neck and is about to sink his fangs into her neck when Janette suddenly appears and very sharply calls out his name. He growls in frustration. The Goth woman sees him vamped out and freaks out. She runs out the door terrified. Nick plops down onto the seat frustrated at being interrupted.

Schanke and Natalie search for Nick but do not find him. Schanke tells her about the back room and points to it. In the back room, Janette is angrily scolding Nick, asking what did she tell him. He snarls at her, telling her to keep away from him. Janette backs out of the room frightened of Nick, even as he holds up his hands in surrender and apology. Janette blocks the doorway still scared and it shows as she tells Natalie and Schanke that Nick needs to be alone, and they should leave. When they do not leave, she tells them Nick's dangerous, he has had too much to drink. Natalie tells Janette she is going in there. Janette lightly fingers Natalie's neck, telling her it is her neck and leaves. Natalie's fingers go up to her neck, only partly consciously but it does not stop her. She is nervous and scared. Schanke has a confused, shocked oh my God he is an addict look. He asks what the hell is going on. Natalie asks Schanke to let her talk to Nick alone. He realizes it is the best way to go and offers Nick his support. Natalie sincerely thanks him and ducks into the room.

 Nick asks Natalie if she has come to ogle the beast facing away from her. She tells him she came to help. He sarcastically comments they all come to help. When she holds out her hand, asking him to take it he very angrily tells her to back off as he faces her. She asks what happened, her worry and a little of her fear show. He is feeling sorry for himself as well as deeply betrayed as he tells her he was on the wagon and someone pushed him off it. She says Monica's name, not too surprised. He reminds her she told him to be realistic. He has just had a fair dose of reality and a good hard look at the mortal soul. He ominously walks towards her, as she remains still and quiet. He asks what secrets is she hiding, and what kind of betrayal as he walks around behind her, stopping so close she can feel his breath on her neck. She's scared but holds her ground and tries not to let it show. He asks if she is writing a medical paper on him, or if she is just seeking some dark sexual thrill. She pushes him away, angrily facing him, sternly telling him it's enough. He whines about there being no hope or cure. She sarcastically, angrily asks when someone told him there was an easy cure that they were lying. He has to find the answer within himself. She's growing angrier telling him just because Monica let him down doesn't give him an excuse, and is cut off by his roar that Monica betrayed his trust and his hope. Natalie reminds him Monica is an addicted co-dependant who lost control. He tells her Monica is a murderer, a killer, as he is, an irredeemable, uncontrollable beast. He snarkily tells Natalie that is his reality and walks away from her. She asks if he knows where Monica is and he seems almost mocking as he comments he is supposed to be bringing her in. She puts her hand on him arm comfortingly and tells him to let Schanke do it. Nick tells her it is perfect. He tells her Monica said recovery was just the spaces between fixes. Natalie is frustrated and angry over the damage Monica did to him. He vamps out telling her he is going to show Monica what backsliding really is as he flies through the closed window. Natalie's worried.

Nick lands in front of the Windsor Arms Hotel and enters. Nick asks where Monica is, learning she is with someone now. Nick shoves him aside and runs up the stairs. He follows Monica's voice to the room she is in. He hears her asking why it is happening to her, very upset. He opens the door and is shocked to see her only in her slip bending over a man whose throat is bleeding from a gash on it. She cries that she did not do it. Nick is stunned, all thoughts of vengeance are gone, and his features are normal again. He actually feels a little guilty and sorry for her.

Nick and Natalie are near the outside of the hotel entrance. Nick tells her Monica did not do it. Something Natalie said about finding it inside himself helped him. He ran up to the room, and when he saw Monica and the body, it all went away.  The cop took over. He grins. Natalie's relieved and grins back. She tells him it might be part of the equation. He tells her he is supposed to acknowledge and apologize for any pain he might have caused. She tells him it is okay, as she takes his hand. He puts his over hers as she tells him no one said it would be easy. Natalie tells him the needle jab on the second victim and tonight's knife slashes were made with the killer's right hand. Schanke asks what is going on, cigarette in hand. He wants to know how Nick got there so fast. Nick humbly and a little embarrassed apologizes to Schanke for his behavior tonight and any pain he might have caused him. Natalie watches a little concerned. Schanke comments Nick's not going to answer. Natalie's disgusted by Schanke's smoking. Nick asks if there is any way to question Monica tonight. Schanke tells him he doesn't see why not. Nick grabs his cigarette, and holds it up telling him why not is because it is bad for him, tossing the cigarette to the ground. Natalie is surprised, triumphantly grinning as she walks away.

Inside an interview room, Nick asks Monica to list every Twelve-Step member she had a relationship with. She tells them it is a very long list, hearing they have all night. Nick tells her she can't view it as betraying anyone, hearing her whisper it's a little too late not to betray anyone, calling him by name. She picks up her pen with her right hand, but writes with her left.

Later that evening, in the bullpen Schanke tells Nick Monica's left-handedness does not mean she is not the killer. Nick tells him that with her alibi does not give them enough to hold her. Nick tells him the killer's on the list. Schanke says he hopes so because there are twenty names.

Nick's at the podium in the meeting room telling them he freely admits he's an addict but has been lying to them because he was also there as a cop. He tells them there is a killer in the room tonight. The crowd is shocked. Nick tells them the killer knows Monica and her problem intimately. He says he will go through the list of names he has, possibly embarrassing some people, and definitely violating the program's tenet of privacy. The killer may strike again. Nick asks them to break the rules of privacy and come forward if they have any information. It is no longer just about addiction, but murder as well. He tells them he needs their help, and that he has left his home number on the back table. He promises to keep it as private as he can. Angie watches Nick leave.

Nick is in his loft working on his painting. He adds bright yellow strokes on top of the red and black ones, like an arrow pointing to the top, with tree branches. He is purposely choosing where the yellow goes, something he did not really do with the other colors. Hillary calls saying she needs to tell him something. Nick hopes to catch the telephone before she hangs up. He is concerned.

As Nick is driving, he calls Schanke, telling him to meet him at the Twelve-Step Center. Schanke grumbles that it is his bowling night. Nick tells him he just has to wait for twenty minutes and if Nick does not call, he is to send in backup. Schanke grumbles he will do it.

Nick searches inside the Twelve Step offices. In the kitchenette, he sees Angie seated in a chair, her back to Nick. He turns her around, immediately realizing she is dead. He removes the note stuck to her chest and sees in large capital letters love me. Monica enters and tells Nick Angie told her to meet her there. Nick tells her Angie's dead. A gunshot is heard and it barely misses the back of Nick's head. It hits the wall a few feet behind Nick. Nick shoves Monica to safety, telling her to leave and call 911. As Monica runs for safety as there is another gunshot. Nick comes out into the open and is shot at, maybe shot. He dives for cover, slamming into the door. He grimaces in pain as he forces himself to his feet and staggers across the room with his gun ready fire.

Nick heads into the meeting room. Hillary is on the podium with Monica. Hillary tells the empty room hello, a bit nervously. She tells them her addiction is looking out for her sister Monica. She is obsessed with saving her and protecting her. Hillary fires on Nick, telling him she is sharing. Nick holsters his gun, his hands in the surrender gesture. Other officers arrive outside. Hillary tells Nick Monica was hurt bad when she was a kid and has problems because of it. Hillary is not totally sane herself. She tells them she could not protect Monica then, but she can and is now.

Schanke and the other officers run into the room and about halfway down the aisle. Nick holds up his hand as he orders them to stay back and give her room. Hillary tells them they all used Monica, Skip, Henry, and Angie. They did not love Monica. Nick slowly approaches Hillary telling her they are sisters, no one could love her like a sister does. Hillary asks how could she watch them use her. She tells Nick they were taking advantage of Monica's need for comfort, her need to have that dark wounded space filled with the love of another person. He tells Hillary she did what she thought was right as he slowly walks up onto the stage. She agrees, telling him Monica was just too weak. She tells him it is a firm rule, that you cannot take advantage. They deserved to die. She points her weapon at Nick as she tells him you can't take advantage of someone who's addicted as she starts to cry, telling him it's not fair. Nick takes her gun. She is hugging Monica. He motions the officer to stay back. When they separate, he lets the officer lead Hillary away. Monica watches concerned.

An officer asks Schanke if he wants a cigarette. Schanke tells him he has to be kidding. Nick escorts Monica off the stage, his arm around her.

Inside the loft, Nick and Natalie are looking at his finished painting. The colors are more balanced. The brighter colors highlight the basic black and gray. She cheerfully tells him she likes it. He playfully tortures more information out of her. After a few minutes, he wraps his arms around her and tells her he has tortured her enough. He releases her when he hears the elevator door open. Schanke studies the picture, commenting they think he knows nothing about art. Nick teases him about having a velvet painting of Elvis in his locker. Schanke seriously studies the painting and spouts off a bunch of impressive sounding artistic descriptions, sounding like an art critic. Nick and Natalie are shocked. When he is done, he sees Natalie's questioning, somewhat disbelieving look. He admits Myra keeps a copy of the Andy Warhol diaries in the bathroom. It makes perfect sense to Natalie and disappoints Nick a bit. He realizes it makes sense for Schanke to have quoted the book.

The end.

If Looks Could Kill

Season 1, Episode 19

Written by Naomi Janzen

Directed by Michael Levine

Guest stars:

The Baroness/Dr. Sophia Jurgen.................... Jennifer Dale

Bernice Applebaum........................................ Terri Hawkes
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No character names given:

Kymberly Huffman, Sharolyn Sparrow, Mark Kehr, Bill Vibert, Gwen Park, David Spooner, Debra Winter, Shanya Vaughn, Deni Delory, Chuck Roe, Desmond Campbell, Louis Taylor

A bunch of different women are making themselves beautiful, each putting on a different cosmetic or nail polish item.

Norma who is twenty-seven, picks up a container of blush from a department store makeup counter. The picture and sound become distorted as the saleslady rants about time becoming an enemy if you do not spend a lot of time keeping yourself beautiful. Old age is there before you know it. Norma can not get the price for the blush and shoplifts it. Norma tells her she has already paid, sounding like she is paid a huge price. The saleslady is shot trying to stop Norma. A security guard tells Norma to freeze. Norma turns around with her gun out, and is shot in the chest.

Nick dumps Norma's purse onto the counter, stunned by the contents, including the chocolate flavored diet pills. Nick asks if the effort to stay young and beautiful made her go crazy. Nick finds Norma Dean's photo ID card from the Spa Experience. Schanke tells Nick of the nightmares he had after he first looked inside Myra's purse, and other problems in the search for beauty. Schanke is drooling over a picture of a model. Natalie tells him the model's only fifteen. Taking credit for prepubescent is the oldest trick in the cosmetic manufacturer handbook. If you buy the right cosmetics, you will look like that. She's horrified by the price of a lipstick, tells them she would rather save the money and grow old gracefully. She informs them the bullet shattered the saleswoman's collarbone, but she is healthy, in stable condition, and will be fine. Nick looks sad and worried.

Nick flashes back to 1805 Germany. Nick is with an elegant Baroness, who begs him to make her what he is to save her from the ravages of time. She used to be one of the most beautiful women in the country. Nick is disgusted and plays ignorant.

Schanke asking for Natalie's beauty secrets snaps Nick back to the present. She gives him a playful look and leaves. Schanke is confused and getting the same from Nick.

Outside, Natalie stops the body en route to the Coroner's van holding up Norma's toe tag, telling them it fell off. She opens the body bag, shocked to see Norma Dean's gray haired, wrinkled and looks at least ten years older than a few minutes ago.

Inside, Schanke calls Norma's home gets the message machine and hangs up. Nick learns there was not an answer, but Norma has a roommate and no family. He tells Nick he will call in the morning. Someone else can make the notification. Nick tells him they should talk to her. Schanke adamantly refuses.

Inside Norma's apartment, Nick and Schanke ask if anyone's home. A blonde in her late twenties blonde approaches. They ask if she's Norma's roommate. Kiki asks why.

In Natalie's lab, she pushes the body into the cooler and heads for her desk. She catches her reaction in the silver clipboard box, pulls out her mirror, looking at what could be a gray hair. She quickly realizes what she is doing, laughs and stuffs the mirror back in her drawer. She groans unable to believe she fell into the trap.

Nick and Schanke head for the Spa Experience as Kiki said it is the closest Norma had to family. Nick tells Schanke he feels a little sorry for her because she had no prior record but Schanke reminds him that she tried to kill over makeup.

Nick and Schanke enter the Spa and approach the front desk, They are asked if they are there to pick up someone. Schanke's comments about Myra are not nice, earning him teasing from Nick that she would like it. Schanke quickly says he likes her, as she is when a well-toned guy walks by, as if he is afraid to let her visit the spa. Nick is amused. He shows Debby his badge telling her they and need to speak to the manager.

Inside Natalie's office, Natalie records the case number and Norma's name into her tape recorder, the sheet covered body in front of her.

Bernice Applebaum is the late twenties leading the aerobics class. She's quite upset learning Norma's dead and cannot believe it, telling them Norma was like family and would not do that. Schanke admits the victim was nearly killed but will be all right.

Inside Natalie's office, Norma's toe tag clearly shows her name. Natalie pulls the sheet off Norma's face and sees a gray haired, wrinkled woman in her fifties lying on her table, showing other signs of age. Natalie is shocked, sure it is the wrong woman.

Inside the Spa, Agnes, a woman in her late twenties is weightlifting, a trainer retrieving her when she leaves. The picture and sound gets all distorted as he tells her she will sag if he does not push her. She grabs a heavy dumbbell, smacks him as hard as she can in the head. He flies into the mirror behind him, slumping to the ground unconscious. Agnes bolts. Nick and Schanke hear a scream and run into the room, just missing Agnes.

Nick runs outside, looks around, finally finding Agnes in the parking lot sitting on the ground between two cars, hugging her knees. She is very upset, telling Nick she cannot remember where she left her car. Nick is stunned, not sure how to react. Shortly, Agnes is dressed and taken away in handcuffs, looking older and far less blonde.

Inside the bullpen, Stonetree learns no evidence of drugs or steroids were found in Agnes' blood, and her locker was clean. Witnesses say she just snapped. Stonetree says there is always a reason. He confirms Norma was the store shooter. Stonetree asks if two reflex murders in one night are a coincidence. Nick tells him it might not be.

Inside Natalie's office, she and Nick are standing in front of Norma's body, her face still uncovered. Nick cannot believe it, commenting she was not more than twenty-seven, and now looks like a grandmother. Natalie tells him she was twenty-seven when put away and he sees what she found when the body was pulled out a couple hours later. She tells Nick she double checked a tissue sample against the one from the bullet, did blood testing, serum testing for clumping, checked the white blood cells, checked the anti-bodies, hasn't yet done a DNA profile. It is Norma Dean. She has no idea what caused it. She checked to make sure the cooler was not malfunctioning, called the medical school to make sure they weren't pulling a prank, and gave herself a Breathalyzer test, before she rechecked the original blood test.

She found an unidentified virus she's never seen before, tells him it's not an infection because the virus was already dead and can't see what effect it could had. He asks if it could have been injected, making her think it could be a vaccine against who knows what. She cannot believe she did not think of it. She tells him that at least they now might have a medical rather than a supernatural explanation. Nick reminds her that vampires do not die from a gunshot wound. She tells him she did not think so, knowing they vanish. Nick confirms they disappear when they die. Natalie gives him the clear evidence bag containing Norma Dean's social security check, shocking Nick.

Inside a briefing room, Schanke is questioning Bernice. Both are quite agitated. Nick is observing. Schanke thinks Bernice should have a more definite answer about her good friend than she seemed fine, reminding her of the two women going nuts in the same day, one killing and the other trying to. Nick tells him to give her a break, hearing Norma knows more than she is telling. Schanke leaves in a huff. Bernice tells Nick she is happy to answer questions but does not know what else she can tell them.

Inside the Raven, Bernice is dancing at full speed as if she is full of adrenalin. Nick tells Janette Bernice has an interesting way of dealing with tragedy. Janette comments that they can easily outlast her. He is not so sure. She asks if he is feeling his age. He tells her it does hard not to sometimes. When Nick suggests they bottle the mortal youthful vitality, Janette comments it is desperation, not vitality. Nick asks if she is envious. She has her youth but mortals have enthusiasm. Janette points out enthusiasm fades and then what? Each new generation cuts in, turning the previous generation's treasured possessions into artifacts, and store their albums in attics.

Back in Germany, the Baroness tells Nick each new lover of the Baron is younger than the last. He reminds her she can take a lover. She tells him buying one is disgusting and pathetic. She asks if Nick still finds her beautiful, and hears she is still beautiful and intelligent, something not guaranteed by youth. She thinks he is saying it so she will believe he cares. He admits he does care. She tells him she knows what he is. He does not know what she's talking about. She angrily tells him not to insult her intelligence because it is all she has. He comments she should know when to leave it alone. She tells him that immortal beauty is only a consent away. He firmly tells her to drop the deadly delusion. She coldly asks him to tell her if her intelligence makes her more attractive than his latest mistress since he will not bring her across or make love to her. A young lady asks Nick to escort her on a walk. The Baroness gives him a deadly glare, feeling betrayed.

In the Raven, Janette tells Nick that Bernice and her friends come often, receiving free drinks and cover. She confirms Norma and Agnes were the friends. He kisses her.

Nick and Bernice are in the Caddy. He asks if she's okay and hears she's fine, just tired from dancing. He is a little concerned about her as he pulls up in front of her apartment building. He tells her that the Raven's owner is a friend and told him she and friends go there a couple times a week. She admits it. She agrees to talk about Agnes and Norma tomorrow night and thanks him for his kindness. The sound and picture are all distorted as Nick tells her death is never easy to take. She tells him that it is especially true when you are the one left behind. He tells her it is very true. She comments that Norma was Miss Calgary Stampede once, right after the war. Nick is surprised, hiding most of it.

Nick watches her walk up the steps. The picture is more disturbed as she waves at Nick. He realizes she is waiting for him to leave and leaves. It is so heavily distorted she drops her keys down a storm grate. After a moment's confusion, she shoots the lock.

Inside the bullpen, Natalie is concerned because something is bothering Nick. He is concerned about someone he barely knows. In addition, the case has him a little on edge. It has made him think about someone he knew long ago, who he thinks he let down. Natalie has a curious, supportive look on her face, asking if he wants to talk about it. He tells her it's nothing and is in the past where it belongs.

Nick asks Natalie what she learned about the virus. She tells him that she sent an electronic image of it to the CDC in hopes they could identify it and they did. It is a strain of flu that has been extinct for two hundred years. It was common until it burned itself out at the end of the 1800's. Natalie tells him the most recent strain was found in Northern Europe in a three hundred-year-old grave. Nick is puzzled, asking how it could be in Norma's body, putting a crimp in the vaccine theory. He quietly tells her they know it could not be a vampire because she would not be alive, unless a zombie is considered alive. Bullets do not kill vampires. Natalie suggests some sort of a Dorian Gray thing. Nick crankily, sarcastically comments that he has not come across such a creature in 800 years and several continents. The diet pills were ordinary. He tells her not to file her report.

Schanke approaches telling them he checked the social security check and it is real. Wondering if it's a scam or a computer error. Natalie cannot believe it, commenting that the victim had a pension. Schanke confirms it then tells them he fears hitting sixty-five and a hacker has stolen all the money. Schanke tells Nick they did not find a driver's license. Nick tells him to check with motor vehicles because he wants to see a copy of it.

Nick's called down to lockup and asks Natalie to accompany him. She does.

Inside lockup, Agnes is in her cell and does not look too good. Agnes requests her doctor, telling them Natalie's not Dr. Jurgen, and will not see the prison doctor because he is a psychiatrist. Agnes tells them her hands and shoulders hurt. She needs her medication. She violently bangs the bars yelling that she will only see Dr. Jurgen, who does consultations at the Spa. Natalie asks if Jurgen is a sports medicine doctor and learns she is a plastic surgeon, surprising both Nick and Natalie.

Inside the Spa, Natalie tells Nick she would not expect to find a plastic surgery practice there and hears he thought the opposite. She tells him he might just have a point. They head off to find out if Norma Dean was a patient there.

Nick knocks on Bernice's door then opens it. She tells him to please leave, hiding her face, telling him she is not ready yet, and a makeup mirror on her desk. Nick introduces Natalie. He is confused by Bernice's behavior. He walks over to he desk, telling her she does not have to put on her makeup. She tells him he has no idea how bad she looks without it. She desperately tells him to stay away. Nick looks at Natalie, who motions she will leave them alone, and she closes the door behind her. Nick tells Bernice he wants to talk to Dr. Jurgen, because Agnes is desperate to see her. Bernice asks if Agnes told him why. Nick tells her no, and hears Jurgen left for the day. Nick turns her chair around amid protests and is shocked. She is no longer the cute young woman, but several years older. She is in tears, telling him he has no idea how hard it is to stay young and beautiful.

Nick flashes back to the Baroness as she tells him she is glad he did not leave. He tells her he did not think she would ever want to see him again. She tells him she will probably never be unhappy again. Nick is sad as he has a hunch why. Janette shows off the fang marks on the Baroness' neck, telling Nick that sometimes it takes a woman to understand another woman's plight.

In the holding cell, Agnes is banging the bars yelling, asking why they will not bring her doctor. She looks older than earlier. An officer tells her to quiet down, her doctor's here. Dr. Jurgen turns out to be the Baroness. She consoles Agnes.

Nick is squatted down in front of a tearful Bernice asking how he can help, holding her hands, and telling her, he knows she is grieving for her friend. She tells him she is very tired of trying. Nick caresses Bernice's face, kissing her hands before leaving to take a call.

Nick tells Natalie Agnes Ferguson escaped. He is worried about leaving Bernice alone. Natalie tells him she will stay with Bernice. He thanks her, kissing her cheek.

Schanke is giving the officer who let the doctor into the cell a hard time as they stand near the open cell door. He runs through what happened both mentally and physically. He grumbles that there has to be a logical explanation. The officer cannot understand why he cannot figure it out as he looks around. Schanke points that out there is no damage to the door and how you always have to be thinking on the job. The officer's key unlocked the door. They are nose to nose. The officer comments if he had unlocked the door, he would have seen her leave. Schanke asks the officer if he is supposed to believe the story, telling him it is impossible. Nick arrives and Schanke tells him what little he knows or has figured out. Nick asks the officer if he has anything to add, sensing something in the cell. Nick asks if there were any visitors, getting a conflicting report from the officer. Nick whammies him and learns that Dr. Jurgen visited and helped Agnes escape. Nick learns that she told him to unlock the door and forget. Nick releases the officer and approaches Schanke, who cannot believe it.

Bernice is in her office throwing away all her makeup; the door is locked. Natalie is growing worried, as there is no answer to her knocks. She tells Bernice she needs to talk to someone, and she will listen. Bernice is pacing, debating something.

Nick's driving as Schanke calls about Norma Dean, gets the info and hangs up, commenting he can't believe Nick let him call long distance on his cell phone because of how expensive it is. Nick asks Schanke what he learned. Schanke tells him Norma was born in 1945, and the librarian had to be wrong. Nick tells Schanke to go back to the precinct and he will meet up with him later. He is reminded that Natalie is at the Spa. Nick tells him he has to check on something alone, as he looks for a good spot to pull over.

Inside the Spa, Natalie still cannot get Bernice to open the door. She tells Bernice that she is a doctor and that she might be able to help. Bernice throws something at the door, angrily telling Natalie she hates doctors. Natalie is startled and more concerned by a loud noise from inside. She sees another office next door and sees it is Dr. Sophia Jurgen's office. Natalie knocks, asks if anyone's there before slipping inside, looking for a connecting

Nick pulls to the side of the road and tells Schanke to take over as he gets out. Schanke cannot believe it as he scoots over, watching Nick run off. Nick takes to the sky.

Natalie discovers the connecting door is securely locked. Before she can do anything, she hears voices approaching and looks for somewhere to hide.

Inside Jurgen's office, a much older Agnes tells Jurgen she feels like her energy is being drained. Dr. Jurgen pulls out a vial and syringe, telling Agnes she has never gone so long between treatments. Natalie watches from a crack in the door. Agnes is scared Jurgen reassures she is just going through withdrawal when asked if she's catching up.

Nick searches for Jurgen inside the spa. He senses her.

Dr. Jurgen keeps Agnes from seeing the treatment includes vampire blood. She detects a heartbeat and is distracted. Natalie pulls back. Jurgen escorts Agnes from her office, taking one last look around. Natalie checks to see if the coast is clear.

Nick and the Baroness meet. Her title's Dr. Sophia Jurgen, befitting her accomplishments. Nick asks how many she brought across.  She tells him she's doing something she wished he'd thought of, a way to stay young without turning cold or having to avoid the sunlight, eyeing the syringe in her hand. Bringing across is a last resort. Agnes awaits her shot. Jurgen tells Nick she only helped those wanting it the most.

Inside Bernice's office she's using the broken mirror to apply lipstick, stops, and comments it's too much trouble staying young, her voice gravely.

Nick bitterly asks Jurgen if she told them they were getting a vampire's blood, as she's about to inject Agnes. She looks at Jurgen shocked. Nick comments she did not. They at least knew what they were asking for. Jurgen tells Nick to shut up. She tells Nick her patients have not lead the same cursed existence. Jurgen tells Nick to assuage his guilt some other way, trying hard to deny the guilt she is feeling. Nick firmly tells her she devalued her less fleeting gifts for a lifetime of vanity. She sounds betrayed. She tells him she trusted and valued his opinion. He tells her she should have valued her own more.

Natalie runs down the stairs calling for Nick who worriedly tells her no. Jurgen is instantly at Natalie's side, holding Natalie's neck, also pressing the syringe against it. Natalie's terrified and tries to remain calm and still, knowing the unknown stuff by her carotid artery is probably deadly. Nick is almost instantly in front of her, growling as he pulls the syringe away from Natalie's neck. Natalie quickly runs to the other end of the room. Nick shoves the Baroness back and crushes the syringe.

Natalie warns Nick, as Agnes is about to hit Nick on the head from behind. Agnes is shot before she can hurt Nick, instantly reverting to her natural senior citizen age. Schanke can not believe what he sees. Jurgen finally realizes what a mess she has made, especially to her patients' lives. Bernice slowly enters asking what happened. Jurgen apologizes and flees. Bernice sees the dead body, and is shaken up. Nick comforts her.

Inside the bullpen, Natalie asks Nick if Bernice is going to be okay. He tells her Bernice is a good person and thinks she will be fine. He believes she is committed to making the best of her life, putting what happened behind her. Natalie reminds him, she lost the three most important people. He comments he hopes she will open herself up to new people. Natalie comments that it means a great deal to Bernice that he is there for her. He smiles.

Stonetree tells Schanke he does not believe what he is hearing. Schanke was there, saw the whole thing, but does not remember who shot the old woman. The officer Schanke gave a hard time to returns the favor. Schanke frustratedly tells them he cannot remember. Nick and Natalie are watching. She cheerfully repeats Schanke's comment that he cannot remember. Nick cheerfully tells her it is a post-hypnotic suggestion. Natalie tells him she is not criticizing his technique, but couldn't he have placed another memory there. He laughs and tells her he eventually will. She laughs too.

Nick and Bernice walk through the park. Nick says he has to leave due to the sunrise. She tells him she wishes he could stay. Nick tells her winter can be a beautiful season too. She has reverted to her normal senior citizen age, still quite attractive, not wrinkled like the others. They kiss and walk off towards her home.

The end.

Fatal Mistake

Season 1, Episode 20

Written by Michael Sadowski

Directed by Don McCutcheon

Guest stars:

Alexandra............................. Cynthia Belliveau

Billy Sewell.......................... David Stratton

Mrs. Shore............................ Linda Goranson

Grace Balthazar.................... Sandi Ross

Stonetree witnesses a convenience store hold up and tries to stop it. He is shot at and the two perps flee.

Stonetree chases them out of the store and into an alley where the unarmed robber makes it over the tall chain link fence, but the armed one does not. He quickly shoves the gun through the fence. Stonetree only sees something being shoved through. Stonetree is shot at and returns fire several times, seriously wounding the perp on this side of the fence. Stonetree runs up to him and kneels down telling him it will be okay. The kid dies. Stonetree is upset and it shows.

Natalie is examining the body and puts a plastic bag over the boy's hands to protect any trace evidence. Schanke and Nick can't find the gun. Forensics will search all night in hopes of finding something to correlate the Captain's story. Nick comments that they need the weapon to show it was a good shoot. They know it's going to be hard on the Captain, and  the job's hard enough without the extra stress. They wait until either the shooting review board or IA finish their questioning of Stonetree.

Stonetree confirms there were two perps, the second one he didn't see once they left the store (the fence jumper), and is sure he was an accomplice and not an innocent bystander. Stonetree confirms they opened up on him in both the store as well as in the alley with either a .357 or a .44 with a four or five inch stainless target barrel. Nick and Schanke to look at each other as that sort of a weapon would be hard to miss.

The shooting replays itself in Stonetree's mind as Nick asks if there's anything else he can remember. Stonetree tells him it's all a blur, that it was all instinct, and maybe he's getting too old. He tells Nick the perp fired and he returned fire. Forensics will check the alley and street because powerful slugs travel far. Nick tells Stonetree he understands how it feels, even if he's never killed anyone in the line of duty. Stonetree calls him lucky, hopes Nick never has to, and that some cops never have to. Schanke comments it's a hard part of the job. Stonetree tells them he may not want that responsibility any more, worrying Nick and Schanke.

In the Caddy, Schanke tells Nick it is tough to kill when you have to. He tells Nick about the time he killed a guy who killed his crew with an AK-57 over cocaine in a serious case of overkill. When Nick asks how he felt afterwards Schanke tells him it was weird. Myra said he used to stay up all night taking showers. Schanke tells him he filled out so much paperwork for IA that it looked like he was buying a house, not to mention the seven depositions he gave before being barbequed. Nick can't believe it because it was a righteous shoot. Schanke comments that he can't imagine how hard it will be for Stonetree's because the victim was unarmed. Nick tells him Stonetree looks shell shocked.

Schanke comments that Stonetree's been behind a desk for too long, that he's lost the edge that protects your heart from the scumbags out there. Nick comments on their having to ride herd over the dark side of humanity. Schanke tells him that if you let it get to you, you start second guessing yourself and that's when you get killed. When Nick learns that Myra handles it by not talking about it, just accepting it. Schanke comments that you have to let it go, especially when it's questionable as those are the ones that will have you second guessing yourself.

Inside the briefing room, the guy from either shooting review or IA watches the tape and tells Nick and Schanke that there's no proof the kid was armed when killed outside the store, even with Stonetree's statement that he was shot at outside the store. That people's memories can be wrong. That he needs a gun or bullets for proof. That he doesn't want to hurt Stonetree but has to do his job. Schanke and Nick can't believe he tells them Stonetree maybe should've called 911 instead of chasing the guy, as stopping crime is their job.

In Stonetree's office, he tells Nick that it haunts you and about how the memories drove a friend from the force. Stonetree tells Nick he doesn't want it to do that to him, but it's already happening. That justifiable homicide is just a little easier to live with because you're killing someone and watching them die. Nick's expression shows he knows that all too well.

Nick flashes back to England between 1380-1391. LaCroix and Nick enter a packed tavern. LaCroix whammies some men into leaving to get a table. The barmaid, Alexandra, takes their order, liking Nick's gentlemen-like manners. LaCroix comments on her beauty and that she would be quite a prize on such a cold night. Nick's seriously contemplating it.

In the Captain's office, Nick suggests he go home and rest. Stonetree tells him he will only have nightmares. Nick leaves, knowing he has done all he can.

Nick returns to the crime scene, ducks under the tape and searches with his vampire senses. He finds something and recognizes its taste. He is distracted by someone suddenly behind him. He turns and sees Alexandra, looking like a ghost. When she walks out of view, Nick searches for her with his vampire senses.

Nick again flashes back to 1380-1391 England. He's in a bedroom with Alexandra as their passion intensifies. She's envious of all the places he has been because she has never been beyond the next county, and the world looks huge. She asks him to take her somewhere sometime. When he tells her he can take her somewhere right now and she says she has nothing to wear. He hoped she would say that and momentarily pulls back.

Nick wakes from his sleep suddenly, as if jolted from a bad dream, still a bit shaken. He doesn't feel any better when he sees the blood sweat.

Inside Natalie's office, she's doing delicate surgery as Grace observes. Grace comments that she wants a leg. As Natalie's cutting, Grace tells her she just wants a thigh, then adds a wing to it. Natalie's surprised by the request but continues on for a moment before picking up the thigh and wing in one piece stuck on the end of her scalpel and hands it to Grace. Grace takes it and bites into it.

Nick enters. Natalie tells him he is just in time for dinner. He jokes about the romantic setting. She comments she has something more interesting for him. He asks if it's Cole slaw, and hears it's better. Natalie tells him the test results show recent cocaine use by Eddie Shore. She tells him she found gunshot residue and lead particles. Nick comments he fired on Stonetree in the store. Natalie tells him she didn't just find it on his hands, but on the small flash burn on elbow of his jacket, where the gun went off. Nick comments that means that he was standing really close to the gun when it went off. Grace's dinner is interrupted when Natalie uses her as a demo dummy to show that the gun was under the elbow, which means the shooter was behind Eddie, the muzzle only inches from Eddie's elbow. Nick comments it's consistent with Stonetree's story. Nick compliments her work. She tells him Grace found the burn when she was bagging Eddie's effects.

Grace leaves so she can finish her dinner. Nick learns he is the first to know. Natalie tells Nick he looks a little ragged. He tells her he hasn't been sleeping well because Stonetree has him a bit spooked by the case. She looks a little concerned. Nick tells her that Stonetree's haunted and a little obsessed by the case. Nick tells her he thinks he saw a ghost from his past last night. She tells him she doesn't really believe in ghosts. He teases her that she didn't used to believe in vampires. She chuckles.

Nick is driving, searching for Alexandra  and sees her at the end of the block. She walks around a corner and vanishes. Nick is forced to slam on his brakes as his car lightly bumps a man who smacks the hood and takes off in the opposite direction, scared.

Nick flashes back to the tavern again. His and Alexandra's passion continues to intensify. Nick vamps out, sinks his fangs into her neck and drains her. Once finished he growls, pulls back. tossing her to the side, feeling guilty for what he's done.

Nick's snapped back to the present by cars honking him from behind. He drives off. Alexandra watches from behind, standing in the middle of an almost empty street.

In a room, Billy is drinking heavily, looking at the silver gun in his hand, mumbling about payback.

Inside the bullpen, Schanke says the shooter is William Sewell, a serious juvenile delinquent, drug addict and dropout, whose last address was juvenile hall. Both were doing drugs. Stonetree insists on handling it. He is reminded that Sewell might want revenge. Stonetree tells them if Billy wants revenge, they'd better find him first. They tell him he is too emotionally involved, he tells them he has no choice. Even hearing his own warning about tired cops getting careless and dead repeated back at him doesn't stop him because Natalie confirmed the other perps existence.

In the Caddy, Schanke comments that Stonetree's exonerated as soon as they get Billy's gun. Nick sees Alexandra get on a bus across the street and takes off after her Schanke's suddenly alone in the car. Nick chases the moving bus in traffic and jumps onto its back before making his way onto and across the roof. He hangs down in front scaring the hell out of the driver, who slams on the brakes, tossing Nick from the bus. As Nick rolls to a stop Alexandra slips off the bus disappears. Nick rushes back to the bus and searches it saying it is police business. The angry driver rants that Nick nearly killed everyone on board and he has a schedule to keep. Schanke warns him that if he doesn't get back on the bus he will be spending the night at the precinct filling out paperwork. Schanke  asks Nick what's going on. Nick comments that it was an old suspect and walks away.

Stonetree is at the crime scene reliving what happened. He remembers a tow truck parked at the end of the alley with a van attached. He leaves, not realizing that Billy's watching him, following him.

Stonetree arrives at the towing yard and enters still unaware h has been followed.

Inside Eddie's mother's house, she looks at photos of Eddie telling Nick and Schanke that drugs changed him from a good boy to someone she didn't know, wanting to know why nothing is being done about the drug problem. Nick tells her Eric and Billy were together and asks if she knows where Billy is. She asks if they are going to shoot him too. She tells them they just want to wrap it up and go home. She has to bury her son. she wants him back like he was before the drugs. She refuses to help, telling them to go do their job. Schanke knows that could be Myra grieving for him someday as they leave.

Nick flashes back to a room where Alexandra is laid out for mourners to visit. He watches, telling LaCroix that he killed her. LaCroix tells Nick not to mourn her because she was aroused and willing to be taken to the edge. Nick tells him he couldn't stop and is reminded he's not supposed to. Nick tells him he's ashamed. LaCroix tells Nick that it's a meaningless part of his former self, sensing his fear. That she can have no vengeance now.

At the junkyard, the boss tells Stonetree he towed in a vehicle from that area last night and most of the new stuff is in the back by the water. He gives Stonetree the ID number of the van, a large flashlight, tells him he can take all night and walks away.

In the bullpen, Schanke tells Nick his diet is the problem, there is scientific proof people hallucinate when they don't eat enough fat. Nick tells him to lay off because he already explained it. Schanke says that if the Transit Authority pursues it the city could go bankrupt because sixteen people have whiplash. Schanke seems to have whiplash even though he was not on the bus.

Nick and Schanke enter Stonetree's. Nick gets confirmation Stonetree is still out. Nick asks Schanke where he could've rushed out to and sees the message light blinking. He asks what Stonetree's voice mall password is. Schanke tells him all cops use their badge number. Nick walks over to a framed certificate and reads off 8623.

Nick punches 8623 into the voice mail system. The caller identifies himself as Eddie Shore and tells Stonetree he has to get the gun from Billy, who's already looking for him. They are disturbed and worried wanting to know why Stonetree didn't tell anyone. Nick learns Dispatch doesn't know where Stonetree is and tells them to try and find him. Nick leaves telling Schanke to stay there and put out an APB.

Inside the junkyard office, the boss hears the police radio asking for Unit One's location, tells the person he is on the phone with its Priority One and hangs up.

Billy's car stops in the junkyard. He heads out, gun stuck in his waistband.

Nick's searching the crime scene again hoping to find something he missed. The police radio tells him Stonetree is at the Harrison Scrap and Junkyard. Unknown to him, Alexandra is watching from a rooftop across the street, a mischievous grin on her face.

There's a flashback to Alexandra that does not belong to Nick. LaCroix realizes Alexandra is alive, bites his wrist and drains the blood into a goblet.

Nick is flying towards the junkyard.

Billy enters the junkyard office and as soon as the boss hangs up, he smashes the boss in the head with his gun.

Stonetree finds an old van, checks the ID number on the paper against the one on the van, they match. He examines the side of the van and finds two slugs near the bottom almost right next to each other. Moments later he hears the click of Billy's gun, which is aimed at his head.

Nick lands elsewhere in the junkyard and uses his vampire senses to search for Stonetree. He hears someone behind him, turns and sees Alexandra a short distance away. She's not happy to see him, calls him Nicholas. He's not happy to see her either, commenting that the ghost speaks. She angrily tells him he took advantage of her, raped her and left her for dead.

As she tells Nick her story, she flashes back to LaCroix feeding her his blood, giving her a new life after death, an eternal damnation. She opens her eyes as LaCroix watches her rebirth, tenderly stroking the side of her face.

Nick comments that since she is a vampire she understands the hunger which compelled him to feed on her and asks if she can control it. Her silence makes him ask again, then ask how many innocents she's exploited and killed to feed her monstrous hunger. With a wicked grin she tells him there were so many she never bothered to count.

Elsewhere in the junkyard, Billy's quite jumpily orders Stonetree to drop his knife and hand over his gun. Stonetree gets Billy to admit he shot at Stonetree, and is responsible for Eddie's death, his fatal mistake. Billy tells Stonetree it's payback time. Stonetree knocks Billy's arm aside and bolts. Billy falls, but shoots at Stonetree.

Nick hears the gunshot. Alexandra prevents him from going by grabbing him by the throat and pins him to a van, surprising him,. She tells him she is stronger than him and will drain his life so he knows how it feels.

Elsewhere in the junkyard, Stonetree thinks he's escaped when Billy pops up between two cars. Billy cocks his gun telling Stonetree that if he tries it again a quick, painless death will become a slow, painful one. Stonetree freezes. Billy walks behind Stonetree, grabs the back of his coat, pushing him forward.

Schanke is stuck in traffic, flips on the light and siren and passes the stalled bus.

In the junkyard, Nick shoves Alexandra off of him so hard she flies several feet away and lands with a thud. She tosses a bench seat at him knocking him down. She flees.

Billy pushes Stonetree to the railing, commenting on how the strong undercurrent will suck him right down. Billy is going to kill Stonetree with his own gun making it look like a suicide.

Nick is looking for Alexandra, Stonetree and Billy, finding her first, high atop a pile. She tosses a long wooden stake at him, which goes through his shoulder and into the car behind him.

Schanke orders backup sent to the junkyard, believing Stonetree is a hostage.

Stonetree and Billy are still by the railing, the gun aimed at Stonetree. Stonetree tells Billy that he's throwing his life away because a cop's murder can't be covered up. Billy rants how Stonetree did not think twice when Eddie was in his gun sight. Stonetree explains that he shot in self-defense, that he returned Billy's fire, that he shot to stop, not kill. Billy tells him it is payback for him, for Eddie, for Mrs. Shore, and that Stonetree will be found floating down the river a few days later. Everyone will think he couldn't hack it anymore and shot himself. When Stonetree tells Billy he did what he had to do, Billy cuts him off telling him he knows that speech. Stonetree confirms he would do it again.

With a massive yank Nick removes the stake from his shoulder, the pain showing on his face. Alexandra comments that revenge has been her life's work. She is going to kill him because he killed her. He reminds her he did not make her a vampire, and it will not change what she is. She tells him she knows and will sleep better with his head on her mantel. Nick ducks as she tries to kill him and stakes her, catching her off guard. As soon as she falls to the ground, Nick takes to the sky.

 Billy forces Stonetree up a couple of steps and orders him to his knees, telling Stonetree that he'll see him in his dreams, which Stonetree corrects to nightmares. Stonetree obeys seeing how close to the edge of sanity Billy is, not wanting to push him over. Nick flies by tackling Billy, who falls over the railing, his hands catch on. Billy is scared. Nick watches a short distance away, wanting to let the Captain handle it, knowing it will help him beat his demons. Stonetree hauls Billy over the railing, keeps him face down on the ground as he handcuffs him, telling him he's under arrest.

Stonetree escorts Billy to the car and stuffs him into the backseat. Schanke arrives and asks what happened. Nick tells him not to ask as Stonetree hands Billy over. Stonetree tells Schanke to read Billy his rights. Schanke takes Billy away. Stonetree asks Nick the hole in his jacket. Nick fingers the hole as he tells him that it was an old enemy which he took care of. They both had a rough night, but both are relieved it's over. Nick's relief is short lived, and turns to worry and fear as he sees that Alexandra's body is missing.

Stonetree is at the range taking target practice, hitting the bull's-eye each time. Stonetree tells Nick he does not want to get rusty. Nick is pleased with Stonetree's proficiency. Stonetree comments that he never thought he would have to pick up the gun again. You forget the damage you can do with a gun until you have to use it. Nick reminds him he did what he had to do. Stonetree tells him it doesn't make it any easier to deal with. Nick tells him they have Billy's deposition and he confessed to the murder. Forensics matched the slugs from the van to Billy's gun. Stonetree comments he'll never forget the kid's face.

Nick tells him that everyone lives with some sort of ghosts. Stonetree adds that is until they become ghosts.  He holds up the gun, and comments that one should never forget the power a gun has over life and death. Nick reminds him that if you are going to chase ghosts, you should do it by the rules, without allowing guilt to affect judgment. Stonetree agrees and says it's hard to live by. Nick tells Stonetree that he knows and walks away.

In the parking lot, Nick sneaks up on a sleeping Schanke and knocks on the Caddy window, scaring his partner half to death as he is jolted awake. Schanke grumbles about Nick trying to give him a heart attack as Nick gets in and tells Schanke he wasn't trying to. Both are a bit punchy as Nick comments that it's a nice night out, as it might be raining.

Schanke suggests barbeque before they go down to the local bus coral so Nick can wrestle a bus. Nick is amused, knowing there would be teasing at some point. Schanke comments on the extreme slowness of the buss and that Nick could quickly wrestle one to the ground. Nick playfully comments that Schanke is not going to let him live it down. Schanke chuckles and confirms it.

Nick drives off, not seeing Alexandra watching him, waiting for another chance to kill him.

The end.

1966

Season 1, Episode 21

Written by Brad Wright

Directed by Nicholas J. Gray

Guest stars:

Lily Tofler............................. Cali Timmins

Garimay................................. George Touliatos

No character names given:

Christopher Kennedy, Michael Rhoades, Don Carrier, David Spooner, Geoffrey Towers, Joseph Cheung, Beverly Cheung, Henri Li, Ann Chiu

Inside the precinct, Schanke is arguing with an Asian family. Nick approaches, sees this and talks to them in their language. He tells Schanke that he will handle it, which is fine with Schanke. Schanke leaves Nick to deal with it. Before long, the Asian family is happy.

Outside, a guy secures some rope around the barrel of his sawed off shotgun. He sees Natalie open her car door to get in and takes her hostage. He forces her to put the noose around her neck, or be shot. She reluctantly puts on the noose.

Schanke looking for something in the desk drawer of the desk of the officer he's subbing for and pills it too far causing it to fall to the floor. He is cleaning up the mess when the shotgun wielding man enters. Nick tells Schanke to stay down, out of sight, as he might have to be the one to save them all later on. Schanke hides under the desk in an attempt to stay hidden.

Stonetree enters and asks what is going on. Nick slowly walks up to within arms reach of the perp, who orders Nick to drop his gun and get on his knees or he will kill Natalie. Nick does as ordered and tells the perp to let her go and take him instead. The perp demands his brother's release.

Nick flashes back to East Berlin in 1966. He is in a library, pinned against a bookcase by a man. The man takes Nick Thomas' papers and asks if he is a spy. Nick comments that he is a tourist. When the guy threatens to keep Nick's papers, Nick suddenly turns the table on him and not only gets his papers back, but also gets taken to the man's father in the basement.

The Father scolds Bernard for bringing the stranger down there. Father tells Nick to go home and threatens him with a knife, which Nick takes from him, startling the old guy with his strength and speed. Nick tells them that he is looking for the Abarat, which is an ancient manuscript he has spent years searching for. The old man refuses to help. Lily enters and tells him that the book will not help him unless he can read archaic Sanskrit. She wants to know why he wants the book of miracles and he tells her it may have his cure in it. She too accuses him of being an American spy. Nick offers the whereabouts of the catacombs in exchange for help in finding the book. They accept. Nick takes the men to the catacombs while she keeps looking. They want to go under the wall and that they will leave the next night.

Back in the present, nothing has changed in the precinct. The perp demands his brother, telling them that his hostages will get him out. Stonetree tells him that he will not get out alive and to check out the monitors. The perp does and sees the cars blocking the road and at least a dozen cops. In addition, his brother's cell is surrounded by officers. Stonetree tells the perp that if he and his brother manage to get out of the precinct, they will be shot down. Nick comments that they are all hostages. This makes the perp antsier. Nick tries to whammy him and it partially works, but the perp is too antsy to be fully whammied. Natalie's terrified and still holding the rope down away from her throat. Nick tells the perp to trust him.

Back in 1966, LaCroix is talking to a German Secret Police officer and from his expression, LaCroix's up to no good.

Father is sharing what little food they have with Nick who tries to eat it but chokes. Father comments that they have little food but plenty of Vodka. He is anxious to leave. When Nick suggests checking out the tunnels first, they suspect they are being set up. Nick assures them that he's not setting them up. Lilly tells them that there are only a few more crates to search to find the copy of the book she knows is there.

Bernard is at home packing his tools and clothes in a duffle bag.

Outside his building, the police are waiting. When the police tell Bernard he is under arrest, Bernard runs. They quickly catch him.

In the library, Lily and Nick are still searching for the Abarat. When she asks him what's in it for him, he tells her that it is medical recipes for a cure. They are drawn into a kiss but she breaks off before contact is made. She asks him what it is like in America. He tells her that the streets are not lined with gold, to which she tells him that it's not lined with Russian tanks. She tells him that all she wants is freedom. She would be happy living in West Germany.

Back in the present, Nick tells the perp to trust him that he will never get out of there alive. The perp is on the edge and starting to lose it. Nat's being jerked around by the noose, her hands being the only thing keeping her from choking. Schanke is still under the desk, waiting for his chance. A young officer fires at the same time he is shot. The nutcase fires 180 degrees around him. Stonetree is shot, and sinks to the floor. Nat is jerked around again, her hands protecting her from being choked by the noose.

The perp has gone over the edge, and pulls a hand grenade. Stonetree and Nick are leaning against the wall. Nick tells Stonetree that he needs to get to a hospital, and Stonetree tells Nick that the family comes first and to protect them. Nick sees Natalie's terror and knows he cannot vamp out without blowing his cover. Schanke is still under the desk waiting. The perp orders all the cops out or they will all die together as one happy family.

Back in East Berlin, Nick and Lily are still searching for the Abarat. Nick asks her what her family will do once they get out, and hears that they have distant relatives who they will stay with until they are settled. Father tells them he is going to get Bernard and hopes they can leave tonight. He asks Nick what happens if they do not find the book. Nick reassures them that he will still take them across the border with him.

Bernard is being smacked around by the Secret Police, who want to know about the American agent. Although Bernard tells them he knows nothing about an agent, he is smacked again. They tell him this is against helping them plan their escape. Father sees this and leaves unnoticed by the preoccupied Secret Police. He hides from the Secret Police waiting outside. The police are searching the room for clues, frustrated by Bernard's silence. Bernard is hit so hard that he passes out. The father is torn between his kids. The police decide to pick up Father, Lily and the agent. LaCroix tells them that the agent is his and they disagree. They threaten to interrogate him. LaCroix intimidates the police into leaving. The police shove Bernard into their car.

Back in the present, Stonetree tells Nick to get the family out. Nick stands and asks the perp to let the Captain go. They do a bit of bargaining and arrive at the deal of Stonetree and the Asian family without the grandfather for the psychotic perp's brother. Once the hostages are freed, The perp demands his brother. Nick tells him to cut the woman free. The perp refuses, telling Nick that he has to hold up his end of the deal. Nick tells him that it is over and if he cuts her loose then surrenders, he will live. The psychotic perp tells Nick he made a major mistake and uses his teeth to pull the pin on the grenade he is holding. The rope is closer to Natalie's throat, causing her to be more scared. Nick is worried.

Schanke is still hiding, waiting for his opportunity.

Back in East Berlin, Nick opens the last crate as Father enters. He angrily tells Lily of Nick's betrayal. Father threatens Nick with a knife. Lily tells Nick that she trusted him.

The Secret Police are outside the library knocking on the door. Nick tells Father and lily that he is innocent. The police break in and start searching the library. Nick tells Father and Lily that he is their only way out as the police approach the door to the room they are in.

In the present, the perp tells Nick that he is not got much of a reason to live and pulls Nat across the room, the gun still in her back. Nick calls her Natalie and tells her that she will be okay. The perp asks if they are a couple. He looks out the window when he gets no answer and tells them that they are all going to take a walk into the sunlight, waving the grenade around as he speaks. Natalie is terrified, but for Nick now. Nick is worried as well. The perp tells them that if they do not, they will be leaving as bagged body parts.

In Berlin, Nick, Father and Lily head for the back way out, having been assured that Nick can open the locked door. Nick gets the door open and knocks out the Secret Police officer stationed there. They all rush outside after Nick promises Lily he will explain his strength later. Father and Lily head straight for Bergen church while Nick goes to rescue Bernard.

Nick sees Bernard in the police car half conscious, attacks the officer and steals the car. Bernard accuses Nick of being with the police, which Nick reminds him that his rescue disproves that theory. Once they have escaped, Nick breaks the handcuff chaining Bernard to the bar inside the car. He helps a barely conscious Bernard out of the car. After Bernard stumbles down the road a ways, Nick whammies him into sleeping so they can make a quicker escape. Nick takes to the air with Bernard in his arms. Before long, they land outside the church. Inside, Father and Lily are worried, as it has been too long. Nick nudges Bernard awake and they enter much to the family's relief. They all head down into the ruins and the tunnel. When they ask how the police knew where they were, Nick mentions LaCroix, knowing it is his master trying to destroy his friends again. Nick tells them to keep going and not to look back, that he will take care of the police. They do as told. When Lily hears gunshots, she runs back. She sees the unconscious cops, Nick vamped out and screams. She is scared and curious. Nick pulls down a support beam causing a cave in. Nick and Lily hurry to catch up to Father and Bernard. She asks if it is why he wants the Abarat and he tells her it is his curse. LaCroix's on the other side of the cave in and is not happy. Nick and crew reach the locked steel door, which Nick opens.

The family and Nick exit onto a very normal looking street, now on the other side of the wall. They are free. Their joy and relief clearly show, along with some surprise that it is really happening. Lily tells Nick that his secret is safe with her and she will keep searching for the book. They kiss. Nick tells her that he must go back for the book.

LaCroix's at the library with the Abarat. He lights a book and tosses it into a crate of books behind him, pleased.

Back in the present, Schanke has squatted even lower. Nick sees him crawling across the floor via the monitor and frustratedly tells the perp to give it up because it is over. The perp goes further over the edge as he yanks Natalie towards the door, her hands are the only thing keeping her from choking.

In 1966 Berlin, Nick arrives at the library, now totally engulfed in flames and sees LaCroix holding the Abarat. LaCroix viciously taunts Nick with it, telling him that it is interesting as he flips through it, and tells Nick that he will never get his hands on it. Nick is frustrated and threatens to kill his master. LaCroix moves closer to the fire.

When he gets to the door, he yanks on Natalie's rope, causing her to think it's the end but is shocked when she is freed. Nick grabs her arm and pulls both her and the old guy to safety behind him. The perp tells him to say goodbye. Nick calls out for Schanke to shoot him now. Schanke comes around the corner and shoots the psychotic perp as he tosses the grenade behind the desk. Nick runs for the desk.

LaCroix tosses the Abarat into the fire. Nick dives for it and misses, devastated by the loss.

At the precinct, Nick dives for the grenade as Natalie calls out to Nick, her tone begging him not to do it, afraid he is going to get himself killed. He beats the grenade to the ground. The old man is protecting Natalie with his body. Nick's hand sticks up over the top of the desk, a squished grenade in it. Nick stands and takes a quick look around.

Nick, Natalie and Schanke are talking when the Captain enters, his arm in a sling. He tells them that it only hit the meat and he will be fine. Schanke sticks his foot in his mouth as he calls the Captain fat and the more he tries to explain his way out, the deeper he digs himself in. Stonetree threatens Schanke with parking ticket duty. Nick whistles like a teapot, giving Schanke a way out. Stonetree tells Nick and Natalie that the grenade was a dud. Natalie tells Nick that the next time she wants to be left out of the excitement and kisses him on the lips and leaves. Stonetree tells Nick what a great job he did getting everyone out safely. When Nick spaces out and is caught, he tells Stonetree that he is thinking of another family he knows.

Nick is at the loft listening to his telephone messages when he hears one from Lily, who was thrilled to finally get a letter from Nick. She updates him that Father is still alive, Bernard is an engineer with BMW and that she finally got tenure at the University. She tells him that she cannot believe her son, Nicholas, is now sixteen. The boy's name catches Nick's attention. Nick looks at the picture taken in 1966 of the four of them on the free side of Germany. She tells him that she is sorry they were out of touch for so long and has kept searching for the Abarat, and believes that there are other copies out there, if not, then the info is out there somewhere. She tells him that she saved him a piece of the wall when it finally went down two years earlier and will send it to him. She tells him that it hardly seems like enough thanks and he tells the machine that it is, looking at their happy expressions in the old picture.

The end.

Love You to Death

Season 1, episode 22

Written by Naomi Janzen

Directed by Michael Levine
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Charlie Murdich.......................... Jonathan Potts

Max Henkel................................ Michael Millar

No character name given:

Mary Patterson, Paul Ehrmann, Gordon Kale, Jeannie Daniels, Sherry Schell

A woman takes a candlelit bath, gets out, dries off, dresses, polishes her nails and applies her makeup. Not once do we see the full body.

A boy is playing catch in the park. His ball lands nudges the feet of a blonde woman sitting on a park bench posed like an absolutely perfect, fully dressed mannequin causing her to rock slightly. Her eyes are open but no one seems to be home.

Inside the precinct briefing room, a detective tells Schanke his missing person's case is now their homicide. The first slide shows the model from the park. She's Stephanie Donavan, missing four months and was on the top of their active list. She was found asphyxiated this morning on a bench in Toronto Island Park. Schanke comments that she looks posed, and gets general agreement. The catalog slides are for comparison, and the poses might mean something. That making her look alive allowed them to escape.

Stephanie modeled for Classy Intimates lingerie catalog. The stalker theory does not fit, as there was no disturbing fan mail, no reports of her being followed. The photographer, crew and models checked out. The bodies showed no unusual damage, and seemed to be well cared for. She could have run off with a boyfriend, and later had a fatal falling out. The next slide captures Nick's attention. He asks who she is, hearing all three men in unison tell him, Lucy Preston, showing Schanke's the only one who admits reading the catalog.

Nick flashes back to 1890 and the ballet. The lead ballerina resembles Lucy Preston. Nick watches her dance like a goddess or angel. Janette asks him if he's going backstage to meet her and hears he is not. She tells him that their being there every night is getting too repetitive. He tells her she is too beautiful to be darkened by his presence.

Schanke has not pleased Nick's zoned out captivated by the picture and flashback. Schanke says Lucy's every husband's soft-core fantasy, and is Classy Intimates.

Inside Natalie's office, she and Nick look at Stephanie's face. Natalie tells him any mortician would be envious of the hair and makeup job because Stephanie was bathed, dressed, coifed and made up less than an hour after death. The only signs of physical abuse were some bruising on the underside of her lips, probably from where the pillow was pressed down to suffocate her. Nick asks her where she thinks Stephanie spent the last four months. Natalie tells him it was probably in the lap of luxury because she had a gourmet meal about an hour before her death, which was washed down by lots of very fine champagne. Natalie asks if Nick is sure she was kidnapped, and hears that it is the current theory. Nothing they have disproves it. Schanke enters, telling Nick, they're off to a lingerie photo shoot at the Raven. Natalie teases Schanke about calling Myra.

Inside the Raven, the full lights are on as Lucy Preston's being photographed. Nick takes a hold of Schanke's arm to prevent him from rushing over there. Schanke claims it blows Myra's airbrushing theory. Nick approaches Janette and they kiss on the lips a couple times. He is surprised she is allowing them to use her club. She responds that they wanted something different from the Christmas catalog could not resist the irony and wanted to show off her new décor. She tells him she sent the others out to play and they will not be back until dawn. Janette asks him if Lucy does not resemble the ballerina.

Nick flashes back to the ballerina. The resemblance is remarkable. LaCroix calls Nick a love-smitten fool, because it is their seventeenth performance and he does not know what it is about her that has Nick so bewitched. Nick tells LaCroix that he would not understand, that it's her purity, and is the closest thing to an angel he has ever seen.

In the Raven, Nick comments that she's just a model and is teased about it being over a hundred years and he still will not talk about it, some seriousness there too. He darkly tells her he probably never will as he walks away.

Nick and the photographer, Max Henkel, walk into the hallway for privacy. Max says he knew she be dead. He discovered her and made her his protégée. He asks for time alone to absorb it all. Nick gives him his card and tells him to call if she thinks of anything, and they will keep him informed. Lucy enters and silently waits against the wall. Nick leaves. She tells Max she was sent there to wait while they set up the next shot. Max hears a crash and rushes into the main room to see what happened.

Lucy approaches Nick thinking he is from the Kitten Club. He tells her his name, but does not say he is a cop. When Nick does not know the name, she tells him it's a men's magazine and has not said yes, yet. Nick is amused by the misunderstanding. She tells him that Max sometimes gets a little excited and jumps the gun before the deal is finished. Nick shows her his badge. She's embarrassed and apologizes. Nick allows them to start over, pleasing her. She knows he's there because of Stephanie, and learns she was found dead. She's surprised and hurt. Nick asks if they were friends. Before she can learn how, Charlie enters and tells her she is needed on the set. She tells Nick they were not very close but had done a couple of shoots together. When Nick asks how to get in touch with her, she hands him a card with her picture on the outside, her home number inside.

Nick approaches Schanke after he finishes interviewing other models. Schanke tells him he learned nothing new, nothing missing persons had not covered a zillion times.

Max is telling Lucy what to do as he is photographing her. Max tells Charlie Murdich to open her kimono a little because sex sells lingerie. Charlie hesitantly walks over to her and touches her almost apologetically, opening the kimono just a little.

Nick shuts his blinds and looks at Lucy's card, sending him into another flashback.

The ballerina is stretching at her makeup table, looking a bit tired. Nick watches from the doorway, freezing when she sees him.

Nick puts down Lucy's card, heads for the stereo, turning on loud club music.

Outside the Raven after the shoot, the models say good-bye to each other. Lucy is nervous as she walks down the alley. Someone grabs her from behind, pressing a cloth over her nose and mouth.

Inside the precinct, Schanke tells Nick Lucy has disappeared. Her agent called when she did not show for an appointment. Her car was found behind the Raven and there is no sign of her. Nick asks if she was kidnapped, and hears that she is AWOL just like Stephanie.

Nick is horrified hearing Janette call his name. He firmly escorts her into an empty room, asking what she is doing there. She tells him she is glad to see where he works. He tells her he is serious. She tells him she was called down for questioning, as she was one of the last people to see Lucy. Nick asks if she had anything to do with it, and hears she did not, whispering how rarely get to feed on humans these days. Nick relaxes, knowing she is telling the truth. She moves away as he tries to kiss her.

Schanke enters. Janette playfully, yet seriously asks if she can go because Nick grilled a confession out of her. She admits she had nothing to do with it. Schanke tells her she can go, thanking her for coming. She playfully admits it was worth it to see Nick in his element and leaves. Nick is relieved she behaved herself.

The photographer, Max Henkel, enters demanding to know where Lucy is. Nick informs him that she is a missing person. They want to talk to him about Stephanie.

Lucy wakes up on a normal bed, in an elegant room. She checks it out and sees that the windows are barred or bricked over, curtains hiding that fact. The door is locked. She's terrified and freaked out. She does not realize she is being watched.

Nick's driving and flashes back the ballerina's dressing room. LaCroix sternly tells him to go inside and introduce himself. Nick comments she will be repulsed by him because purity is always repulsed by evil. LaCroix asks what is so captivating. Nick tells he really regrets leaving his humanity behind. LaCroix gives Nick his three options, love her as a mortal, gaze at her like he's been doing, or consummate his intense love by taking her, killing her. He tells Nick she is an actress playing a part, and is just a whore.

Nick angrily shoves LaCroix across the hallway into the wall. Nick is torn between taking her and not. LaCroix reminds Nick it fits with his code for the last three centuries of only taking the guilty, criminals, derelicts, the useless and the impure. Nick angrily attacks his master again, but LaCroix's ready for it this time.

Squealing tires and bright headlights snap Nick out of the flashback just in time to swerve and prevent a collision, probably a head on.

Nick enters his loft and sees Janette there. She asks what is troubling him, learning that he's a homicide cop, and is paid to be troubled. He is cranky. She comments that being paid is a quaint concept, and how they would react if they knew exactly how wealthy he was. She tells him that no matter how deeply he buries himself in his pretend life, they are still connected as children of LaCroix. She tells him the strings of their connection have been vibrating. He suggests she has been vibrating him. She sadly tells him she wishes she still had that power, and is not playing the tune, only listening.

She asks why and if it is Lucy. He tells her he is concerned because Lucy is in grave danger. She tells him it's more than that and has her suspicions confirmed. She tells him that it concerned LaCroix and now concerns her. Her concern for him shows as she tells him it will haunt him until he talks about it. He tells her that his whole life haunts him.

Lucy is seated on the floor against the wall. She sees a food tray shoved in and asks why she is there, what they want. When there is no answer, she curls up and cries.

Max enters his studio, locking the door behind him. He hears a sound as he walks, asking if anyone's there. He heads straight for his darkroom, briefcase in hand. Inside the safety lit room he removes a page of negatives from his briefcase and examines them.

Inside Natalie's office, she tells Nick and Schanke that there were traces of a chemical similar to vinegar on Stephanie Donovan's skin. Nick comments that it is photo developer, stop bath. Natalie tells them Stephanie was a model, not a photographer, and Max's close relationship with Stephanie. He threatened her right before the kidnapping. Her contract was up, she had not yet resigned, and was the one who had made him famous.  Schanke asks what happens when your muse is about to bolt.

Nick and Schanke enter Max's studio and identifying themselves. When there is no response, they head for the darkroom. As they get closer, they see Max hanging.

The studio is now a crime scene. Max is on the gurney. Schanke is reading part of the suicide note aloud, no sadness in his voice as Max admits to killing both women, and dumping Lucy into Lake Ontario. That he had no choice when they left him. Natalie approaches holding up a small plastic bag containing blonde hairs found on Max's sweater. She will compare them to the ones taken from Lucy's apartment. She leaves.

Nick tells Schanke something's not right, but cannot say exactly what. He does not get it. Why kidnap and kill Lucy if he was going to kill himself. Schanke suggests he had not planned to kill himself, was tipped off that they were onto him or it was a murder/suicide of passion thing. Nick tells him he might be right, but the scene is too clean. Schanke tells Nick he might feel differently when Lucy's body washes up on the beach in three days.

Inside Lucy's room, Lucy wonders how he snuck the gift box in without her noticing it as she opens it and pulls out an evening dress in her size. She screams that she wants out, throws something at the mirror, shattering it, revealing bars behind it. She sees Charlie watching her. He tells her he did not want to see her yet. She learns she is safe there, and that no one is going to hurt her. When she asks why, he tells her she is safe. She asks if he killed Stephanie, learns he did, but did not plan to. He wanted to protect her but she did not know what he wanted. She asks him not to hurt her, to let her go. He tells her he cannot because he must protect her and leaves. She screams for him to let her go home.

Back in 1890 at the ballet, LaCroix tells Nick the ballerina is a whore. Nick smacks him hard on the cheek, hoists LaCroix off the ground angrily ordering him to never say that again. LaCroix calls Nick a simpering fool who should just take her, or at least take his place in line, telling Nick she takes them one or two at a time. Nick disgustedly calls him a filthy liar. He tells Nick to see for himself as two men come out of her dressing room. Nick tells LaCroix that if they took anything it was theft. She smiles as he enters her dressing room.

Nick's mind flashes back and forth, between the ballerina's smiling face and Stephanie posed on the park bench slide before Lucy's face rising to the surface is added.

Nick wakes startled, soon realizing it was a nightmare.

Nick enters Natalie's office as she is typing. She comments the sun's barely down and hears he can't sleep. She is a little concerned and it shows, commenting she can see the lack of sleep. He tells her he keeps thinking about Lucy and Stephanie, which she thought was a closed case. He asks her why he would take that much time to prepare Stephanie and just dump Lucy in the lake. Natalie tells him divers spent all day in the lake and found nothing. Maybe he did not have as much time with Lucy, and a man planning to kill himself, is cut off by Nick who asks if it was suicide. Natalie slowly shakes her head.

Lucy's bored and heads over to the dress, remembering Charlie's words. She holds the dress up to her in front of the mirror not wanting to know what he has planned, yet planning something of her own as she unbuttons her shirt.

Nick's outside the Raven. Janette comes out, tells him that he is ready to talk now.

Inside, she tells him he is tortured by a soul he does not have. He tells her he was tricked. She sympathetically asks him to tell her about it. He does as he flashes back.

Inside the ballerina's dressing room he is about to kiss her hand, telling her he was checking to make sure she was unharmed. She tells him she's fine and has had many visitors tonight. She calls him by name, surprising him. She tells him she inquired, having seen him there over many nights. She asks if he's in love with the ballet and hears he loves to watch her dance.

In the Raven, Nick tells Janette that she recognized him, but it was not a compliment and went to somewhere deeper, making him feel worthy for a moment, even if the knowledge it was an illusion was painful. Janette listens, knowing it is important he finally tells the story.Nick flashes back again. She is not repulsed by him and they are drawn into several increasingly passionate kisses. He's upset, shocked and a little betrayed. He asks how someone pure can love someone who's pure evil. He is torn between taking her in love or enjoying the happiness of her living. She admits she is not pure. Nick takes her.

Nick tells Janette he killed the dancer for betraying his fantasy. Janette comments she was only human. He tells her he needed her to be more and condemned her to be less.

There is a quick flash of the ballerina with fang marks in her neck.

Nick's phone rings and he answers it, stepping away. Janette tries to subtly listen in. Natalie tells Nick she found no fingerprint on the chair Max used to hang himself. Since he never touched it, he did not kill himself.  She tells them she was looking for something else and found traces of chloroform in his sinuses. It confirms murder since there was no sign of a struggle in the darkroom. She learns he is pretty sure who the killer is.

Charlie's looking in on Lucy and his tone tells her she is gorgeous. She is wearing his present because she wants him to see her in it. She asks if it looks as good on her as he thought it would. He tells her it is beautiful. She is trying to subtly seduce him, asking him to join her for dinner. That Stephanie may not have known what he wanted but she does. Charlie looks mad.

Nick walks through the studio, into the dark room studies a picture, then calls Schanke. Schanke tells him their open and shut suicide is open again. Max backed out of a deal with the Kitten Club magazine some time back, having a change of heart, shortly before Max hung himself. The deal was worth a lot of money.

Nick tells him that someone changed Max's mind for him when they killed him. That person did not want Lucy Preston in Kitten Club magazine. Nick sees a picture of Charlie shocked as he tentatively opens Lucy's robe and tells Schanke they have a different suspect, asking if they have an address on Charlie Murdich. Schanke tells Nick they had him in for questioning the other night, have his address, and his alibi checked out. Schanke calls him a real schlub, and Nick tells him he is not so sure.

Nick's outside and takes to the sky, heading for where he thinks Lucy is being held.

Charlie's inside Lucy's room as she is still subtly seducing him. She thinks it is neat he loves her, and she feels the same way. He is watching her, listening to her. He tells her they were taking advantage of her. She admits it. She tells him she wanted to be with him, but had to be with them. He is quite distressed when she tries to kiss him, asking him to make love to her. He angrily tells her not to say that, because she is not like that. He pushes her on to the bed, straddles her, picks up a red satin pillow and starts to smother her. She cannot get him off her. She blindly reaches for the champagne bottle and smacks Charlie over the head with it. He falls to the side and she takes off as fast as she can, having a brief struggle with a locked door. She is outside before he comes around and takes off after her.

He chases her and catches her before long. She turns to face him, threatening him with a pitchfork. He pleads that he just wanted to protect her from their corruption. She thrusts the pitchfork at him, ordering him to stay away. She thrusts it out too far and he pulls it out of her secure grip. He is totally psychotic as he threatens her with it.

She yells Nick's name and Charlie turns around, thrusting the pitchfork at Nick. He breaks it in half, turning it into a vampire stake. He warns Charlie to put it down, nervously keeping an eye on it, and Charlie. Charlie threatens to kill Nick and Lucy, crying psychotically that Lucy made a big mistake, and he was protecting her from their exploitation. Lucy tells Nick that Charlie had killed Stephanie and was going to kill her. Nick orders Charlie to put it down. Charlie is nervous. Nick is afraid of what Charlie will do next. Charlie acts as if he is going to put it down but lunges at Nick. Nick quickly moves out of the way, but not at vamp speed. Charlie's lunge costs him his life as he falls, impaling himself on the tines, realizing it before he falls over dead. Lucy is horrified. Nick wraps his arms around her and pulls her close, comforting her. She leans her head against his chest, traumatized by it all.

Nick has another flashback. He is crying, grieving for the loss as he hears LaCroix cheerfully telling the two vampires that came out of her dressing room that it worked and they have Nicholas back. Nick angrily tells LaCroix he betrayed him, getting physical with him. Nick comments she was an innocent. LaCroix tells him she was in love. Nick coldly tells LaCroix he hates him. LaCroix is pleased and tells him it's a step in the right direction..

Nick snaps out of the flash back at the loft. Janette sympathetically tells him she never knew exactly what happened, but he stopped killing and withdraw from them. In a strange way LaCroix did him a huge favor, making him realize the hypocrisy of killing only the guilty because there is no distinction between guilty and innocent blood. Vampires are guilty and mortals are innocent. LaCroix stopped him from killing all together.

Janette comments that LaCroix is little joke backfired. That Nick eventually got his revenge. Nick tells her he definitely got his revenge as he flashes back to staking LaCroix in the chest with the flaming two by four, pinning him to the lift door.

LaCroix is feeding off a human, dropping him when finished. He hears or senses something, still vamped out. LaCroix's eyes instantly go from yellow to red. Yellow being the normal hungry, but not real angry color. Red indicates fury.

The end.

First Season Comments

Comments, tidbits, bloopers, and other interesting info about the episodes.

Dark Knight part 1

- Nick uses a semi-automatic handgun while Schanke uses a revolver.

- Vampires see normally except for when they use their heightened senses, and their eyes change to yellow or red. The infrared vision, which helps them, to see clearly at night. Gives a red cast to everything, yet allows the vampire to see as clearly as daylight.

- Stonetree is pretty sure that Nick's a vampire but doesn't tell anyone. He even convinces Schanke vampires are only legends.

- Lucien LaCroix means light of the cross.

- The scenes that are only in French are because Canadians speak English and French so there is no need to translate it.

- Billy Buttery is a Gaffer, Bryan Renfro is a stuntman, but here they are on the other side of the camera.

Dark Knight: The Second Chapter (aka part 2)

- Nick's address is 101 Gateway Lane with 3,7, and possibly 9 as the first 3 alarm code digits.

- First season ID card is for Nick Knight, the address on it is 9 Curity Ave, 27th precinct and has the month of October on it (probably the month of issue) and gives his age as 34. Birth date of 1/90. There is no signature on it.

- Caddy's license # 35H MV6 says keep it beautiful under the plate number.

- They can be killed by fire, sunlight, a wooden stake through the heart. Steel spikes will not kill, just hurt really badly.

- Badge # 72748

- ID # 8072 (on his Metropolitan Police Dept. ID card)

- Precinct phone # 555-4762

- Department 314 Homicide

- ID card is signed N. Knight

- 96th Precinct is located at 27 Lockwood Rd. Toronto, Ontario, Zip code M4L 3M7

- The ways to kill a Forever Knight vampire are - fire, sunlight, (wooden) stake through the heart, and decapitation.

For I Have Sinned

- The Myra from the Raven is not the same Myra as Schanke's wife.

- Joan of Arc was the first famous person we see Nick interacting with.

- Tracey Cook returns as Rebecca in Dying for Fame.

Last Act

- We see that Nick did at some point enjoy his life as a vampire. That he was not always the angst and guilt filled person we see today.

- That his first season wardrobe was more casual than the other two seasons. This is the only season he wears colorful clothes and blue jeans.

- We learn Natalie believes suicide is never the answer.

- Just because you are a vampire doesn't mean you don't have the same problems mortals do: are they contributing to society or are they a burden? Do they love life or are they just there because they see no way out. Even the ones that pretend they do not care.

- Nick spent time with the circus.

- Natalie is not afraid to confront Nick when he really needs it. And he respects her enough to listen. This is another example of their strong friendship being beneficial to both of them.

- Nick hurts because he cares. He cares about mortals, about his own kind. He has never lost that part of himself.

- And as a former Knight he likes to see justice done, the guilty hurt and the innocent protected.

- Nick was indeed in the Crusades, that he saw a Moorish castle during his time there. And that he was wounded and nearly died.

- The Factory Theatre is where Erica's play was put on. It is a real theatre in Toronto.

Dance By the Light of the Moon

- We learn a bit more about the characters.

- We learn what turns Schanke on, as well as a little about his past.

- There's some on Nick's past as well. Mainly about how he was seduced by a beautiful woman and wound up a vampire.

- It is a good look at the differences between the sexes, and how easily one can be seduced. How some people will do anything for a beautiful woman.

Dying to Know You

- Nicholas J. Gray is one of the stuntmen on the episode. He is also the second Unit Director as well as an Associate Producer/Production Manager.

- Rick Forsayeth who is the stunt double for Nick Knight and was the stunt double on MacGyver, for Mac. Rick is also the stunt co-ordinator.

- Yet another description of Myra. This one is probably one of the more different and the least nice of all the descriptions.

False Witness

- This is the episode with the infamous popcorn scene. The one that is a practical joke Geraint played on Catherine.

Cherry Blossoms

- Natalie's lines about them cutting her budget all to hell and having to lose two of the attendants from her shift leaves the impression that she is in charge. At least in charge of the night shift. Responsible for hiring and firing, scheduling, etc.

I Will Repay

- Natalie's comment that she's known Nick for a year and a half makes this one set about six months before Only the Lonely.

- We learn a lot about just how much Nick and Natalie would do to help each other, and how deep their friendship is. How much they truly trust one another.

- We also learn a bit about Natalie’s life, her family, and her past. We see a new side to her, one that is not pleasant but makes her all the more real, all the more human.

- We see that it is not that Nick does not want to help Natalie, it is that he cannot. That he was never taught how to bring someone across successfully.

- It is possible that the true character of a person remains hidden. It is a gamble when you bring someone across. Just like in normal human life, you don’t know how they will react. It might not be about Nick being able or not able to bring someone across. It is about the hidden motives of the person he does it to. Which is a possible reason why the vampire is not entirely capable of assimilating the complete nature of a person through the blood. The vampire experiences a high when drinking a person’s blood that makes him think he knows everything. And we find out in a later episode, Francesca, that this high only lasts about 2 hours. This also accounts for the fact that Nick can be surprised about people’s motives even after he has tasted their blood.

- Nick gave Elizabeth a lot more information about what she would become than either Janette or LaCroix gave him. He also gives her more of a choice, as she gets to say yes or no.

- It seems that Janette also was not taught how to bring someone over. She admits that she never can stop in time. She promises them forever but can never stop in time to keep the promise, but there's no one left to apologize to.

- We learn that the vampire heart beats a couple of beats once every ten minutes (approximately). This makes them marginally alive, but still living beings.

- The comment right above this one is a continuity mistake, because we learn in a later episode, If Looks Could Kill, Janette brought the baroness across. This is something that may have been cut in American versions, as many fans tell us Janette cannot bring anyone across.

- Jorge Montessi was the director of False Witness.

- Natalie's license plate reads NTX 738.

Dead Air

- This is Diane Cary's first of two appearances on the series. The second is in the third season episode Avenging Angel where she plays a completely different character.

- We learn that LaCroix's cruelty was not from his vampirism, or Nick not being the perfect son. That it was actually bred into him, back when he was mortal. That it was from an extremely brutal childhood, physically, psychologically, and emotionally.

- The colorful cards Nick is playing with are Tarot cards. They almost look like photographs.

Hunters

- If the writers had developed it, there could have been a very interesting friendship between Schanke and Janette.

- Larry Merlin is introduced in this episode.

- Alan Smithee is the name that directors use when they want their name removed from a project.

- This shows there is more to Schanke than just the bumbling exterior. He is much smarter and on the ball than people realize.

- Schanke took off his tie in the motel room, yet at Memory Lane it was back around his neck. I doubt Schanke put it on before the explosion and did not have it afterwards.

Dead Issue

- George Kapelos is John's brother, and is playing Arthur, one of the forensic technicians. He is the one that Schanke calls Artie, and picks on.

- The music on the videotape is the same as from the strip club in Dance By the Light of the Moon when Ann is dancing.

- Nick gives Schanke the Caddy keys much easier than he usually does all through the episode.

- Nick has a different, a more informed view of women in the flashback. One that's a bit ahead of it's time.

- The apartment exterior used for the Fiori's apartment building is the same one used for many different apartments, including Natalie's first season one. It is known by fans as the Apartment Building of the Damned.

- This season shows Natalie to be friends with Schanke as well as Nick. She has scenes with just her and Schanke, as they have known each other longer than she and Nick have.

-Who is the boy that Schanke is talking to at the end? It has been established that Schanke has one child, Jenny. But he was talking to the little boy as a father does.

- Nick's quickly kissing Nat on the lips in front of the Captain is not in the Canadian version.

Father Figure

- They never were consistent with Nick's image in the mirror. It was either because of time or budget constraints. The first season was filmed on a shoestring budget and did not have spare shooting or post-production time like some large budget shows did.

- We see Nick's desire for children is part of the reason he wants to become mortal. He desires the whole wife, children, and house with picket fence dream. Most of the time he keeps this hidden from everyone.

- Watching Natalie grab the Janie Jinx comics and Schanke grab the others is amusing. It shows that even though they're grown up professionals, they still enjoy comic books.

- Lisa's not the only one to call the loft Nick's fortress of solitude. Schanke has done it as well.

- LaCroix admits he is deranged.

- This is the only episode where we see a scene shot from inside the lift looking into the main room. There are brick walls on the inside of the lift rather than the standard steel box.

- There's a downstairs bathroom behind the main stairs, next to the mural, almost in the corner.

- The flashback scenes were filmed at Casa Loma.

Spin Doctor

- The pendant says Make Luck on one side and Steer Fate on the other.

- The National Intruder's headline - Deceased Rock Star Alive - He's a 400 year old Vampire - obliquely refers to the Nick Knight movie with Rick Springfield.

- The Hotel Perceval is really the Novatel Hotel. And there is no convention center as part of it. The convention center is several blocks away, by the CN Tower. The exterior seen right before the camera cuts into the crime scene is the Flat Iron building which is close to the Novatel.

- The scene in the loft where Nick is playing with the candle was previously used in Hunters with different voiceovers. It is very rare for a scene to be reused without it being a flashback.

- Did Natalie get hurt in the crash? Stonetree comments for them to make headway without anyone else getting hurt, which makes it sound as if she might have. Also, it's apparently the next night as she's talking with the Captain, as she tells him that last night Hiatt tried to put a stop to the investigation. Why didn't she do it the night of the crash?

- Nick's a cop in Chicago ten years later in the Amateur Night flashbacks. Does this mean he goes from Associate Professor, with his picture in the paper as a Communist/Communist supporter, to a police officer with no one noticing? He is still a Chicago police officer in the flashbacks for Beyond the Law, which is set in 1968, where he is working convention security.

- What would elections be like without spin doctors, fancy publicity, rumors, gossip, massive war chests, etc? Would it make things fairer? Would the most qualified, most honest person get in?

Dying for Fame

- Tracy Cook was already in one episode as Alma, For I Have Sinned.

- The bizarre diner scene looks more like it belongs in Feeding the Beast but was used here instead, for some reason.

- Lori Yates sings Dark Side of the Glass.

- For the younger people - an album is a vinyl record. It is like a CD only it had fewer songs and had them on both sides of the round piece of vinyl. It was larger and more fragile as they could be scratched. Album covers were often known for their artwork. They were also called 33's for the 33 rpms (revolutions per minute) they were played at on a record player. They were cheaper than CD's are now.

- Another musical history note: the 8-track came before the cassette tape. It was a primitive and clunky box about the size of the original handheld Gameboy. You stuck the cartridge into a slot like you do a game on any game machine today, only this one went in horizontally like a floppy disk or CD does on a computer. It had eight songs on it and you used a button to pick which of the four sets of two songs you wanted to hear. There was no way to go directly to the song you wanted as there was no forward, no rewind, no skipping to the next track, or back a track. The tape was almost as wide as a videotape and was rather fragile. It wound around inside the hard plastic shell.

- Dark Side of the Glass is on the first Forever Knight Soundtrack (available from Cresendo Records).

Only the Lonely

- This is the only season that Natalie has that bright orange apartment, the cat, or that particular apartment.

- From what we have seen of her vehicle, she does not own a convertible, so it would be quite hard to drive with the top down.

- This is the only episode she has flashbacks.

- According to the flashbacks, she's known Nick between eighteen months and two years at the time of this episode.

- Nick and Natalie really need some lessons on how to communicate. If they knew how, they would not have had half the problems they did in this episode.

- Her forehead injury moved from over her eyebrow to the end of it so it wouldn't be as noticeable and mess up the looks of the next scene, with her, Nick and Stonetree. It is also much smaller than it was.

- For a while one of the well known fans was giving out home made brick pins to anyone who told her that they'd watched the episode more than three times, back during it's CBS run. All you had to do was email her with the statement that you'd seen it more than three times, give her your name and address, and send her a SASE.

- Brick was a nickname that Nick earned for being a bit on the dense side at times, especially when it came to dealing with women. Some of the fans, Nick's in particular, did not like the nickname, while others, Nick fans included, did not mind it. And there were those that didn't pay it any attention.

- Grace is in her late thirties.

- The Humber Nursery is located an hour outside of Toronto.

- Originally, there was supposed to be much more of a chase, with Nat defending herself, crawling under tables, etc to escape before she trips over the hose, hits her head on the table and is motionless on the ground. He is armed with a pickaxe as he is hunting her. He was going to use garden lyme on her while she's unconscious. After Nick's arrival, Roger goes after Nick, even after Nick breaks the head off the axe, and knocks the stake out of Roger's hand, and Roger to the ground. Roger gets a hold of the gun and fires three shots into Nick, asking what the hell is he, and when he sees that he can't stop Nick he aims the weapon at Natalie, threatening to shoot her. This is what causes Nick to fully vamp out furious, grab and toss Roger into the manure pile, leaving his broken body there for the other cops to deal with as he tends to Natalie.

- Originally, we were supposed to see Nick tell her that she will not remember him and try to whammy her.

- Some of the dialog after Natalie tells the person on the telephone that Eddie just brought the body in, the no, not yet is adlibbed.

- If it is a morgue, why is there a hospital gown on a hanger hanging up, over by the cooler door? It looks wrinkle free and unworn.

- The fan named Apartment Building of the Damned is seen as Natalie's apartment building.

- Natalie's notes in her research journal consist of chemical formulas, a graph and notes. There's a shot of a two page spread with neat, block letters on one of the pages which says simulates blood plasma, gives a date of August 14, 1991. Subject was unable to ingest… Note: Try increasing synthetic lipids.
Unreality TV

- It's a good thing that Nick shows up in pictures and videotape, even if he can't always see himself in the mirror.

- Schanke's comment about how every cop should have a video camera with them has pretty much become a reality in real police cars.

- LaCroix purposely did not teach Nick how to shield his thoughts so that he can keep control over him.

- This may be the first mention of the Enforcers and the code.

- Notice how Schanke did not take the camera crew to his place. Myra probably told them that if he did he would be either dead or divorced, maybe both.

- Either someone at the hospital does not know their medicine or Schanke got confused when he tells Nick and Tawny that the bullet shattered Bobby's Tibia, and if it had gone a little higher it would've made him a permanent soprano, or killed him. The Tibia is not in the thigh. It is one of the two lower leg bones. And for a broken tibia, the cast stops below the knee, unless it's broken up by the knee.

- This is the second time Natalie, Nick, Schanke and Stonetree have gathered off-duty, at least from what we've seen, and it's the only time at Nick's loft.

Feeding the Beast

- Schanke's bowling is referenced in a few other episodes - Unreality TV, The Fix and probably one or two others.

- This is probably the longest Nick has gone without blood, and without growing weak like in Dark Knight where Natalie had to give him a transfusion to prevent him from starving to death.

- We see just how powerful the bond between Nick and Natalie is. How deep it is. She can talk to him, calm him, when Janette cannot.

- Vampirism seems to be partly the physical addiction to the blood, the psychological addiction as well as the actual virus and physical changes to the host's body. Is Natalie right? Is it the blood that keeps Nick from coming back across?

- If Monica had not disillusioned Nick, would he have stayed with the Twelve-Step program?

- There are more Schanke and Natalie scenes first season.

- We see just how much Nick truly cares for Schanke. Just how deep the friendship, partnership is.

- The same thing goes for Natalie and Schanke's friendship.

- This was the second confrontation between Natalie and Janette.

If Looks Could Kill

- The Apartment House of the Damned exterior is used in this episode to be the exterior of where Norma Dean lived. It is the same exterior they use for Natalie's apartment.

- This is the first of several different descriptions of Myra we get over the course of the series.  In the first episode of the third season, we get our only brief look at her.

- Natalie knows quite well that bullets do not kill vampires as she has dug numerous ones out of Nick over the years. One such time was in Father Figure.

- Natalie's hairstyle, makeup and wardrobe changes about halfway through this episode. Gone are the frizzy hair and the overdone makeup. A more natural look starts here, which is much more flattering to her. The start of the style that will be seen through the second season and parts of it are still seen in the third season.

- CDC is the Center for Disease Control, which has its headquarters in the United States, in Atlanta, Georgia. It has branches in other places.

- This is the first time we see that there are at least two cells, opposite each other.

- The white medical cabinet will later find a new home in Natalie's lab. One of the episodes it's clearly seen in and used for a few scenes is the second season episode The Fix.

- The fact that Janette successfully brought over the Baroness contradicts Janette's statement in I Will Repay that she can't bring anyone over because she can never stop until they're drained dry and by then it's too late.

- This episode has an alternate title - To Die For which was probably a working title.

Fatal Mistake

- Alexandra is sometimes referred to as the dingbat barmaid.

- A vampire's blood sweat gives new meaning to the phrase do not let them see you sweat.

- They should have done more scenes like the one with Grace, Natalie and the chicken. At first, you were not sure what they were doing and then once you saw it was dinner it became quite amusing.

- We get a very different description of Myra in this episode. It seems that every episode she is mentioned in, she has rarely described the same way twice.

- Stonetree's badge number is 8623.

- Nick's obviously not the only one who thinks being a vampire is a hellish existence.  LaCroix thought it was just Nick, but now he has two children that despise what they are. Alexandra hates it as much, and probably more than Nick does.

- It looks like Alexandra missed the lesson on vampires going poof when they die. Which makes it impossible to put Nick's head on her mantel.

- If she is looking for the one who made her a vampire then she should be going after LaCroix, not Nick. Nick did not even know she was a vampire until she showed up that night.

- Someone finally noticed the holes in Nick's clothes from being violently attacked. In Father Figure he told Natalie that sometime, someone was going to notice and he was right.

1966

- This is one of few episodes that contain more flashback than current day story line. This flashback has a more complete story to it than the main story line does, or than most of the flashbacks do.

- Nick was not doing much, if any driving in 1966, at least according to his comment to Bernard. Was the comment a satirical reference to the speed and recklessness with which he drove the car? If not… it makes one wonder when did he start driving? How long has he had the Caddy? Has he had it in more than one life?

Love You to Death

-This season's Schanke tended to be the more crass version, but he was still quite interesting, even when you wanted to smack him for being a jerk.

- One of the reasons Myra would not leave the catalog lying around was they had a young daughter and it was not appropriate material for her to see.

- The music played during the beginning of the photo shoot in the Raven was the same music used for Ann in Dance By the Light of the Moon.

- Myra's mother is alive in this episode. Throughout the series she has been alive and dead a couple of times.

- It is scary how good a LaCroix/Nigel impression John can do. And here wasn't even trying to when he said Nicholas' name in a dark, raspy tone.

- There would be a ton of questions if anyone learned that Nick actually had 478 million dollars, once they recovered from the shock of it. Among the ton of questions would be why he took a paycheck, why he worked, especially as a cop. And of course everyone, Schanke in particular, would be hitting him up for money all the time. They would want to know why he pretended to be a working stiff. Why not live somewhere nicer. In addition, of course they would want to know where and how he got the money.

- When Nick walks into the darkroom near the end one of the sounds is that of a transporter beaming someone either onto a ship or off land.

- Nick's telling LaCroix he hated him is similar to a scene in Star Wars where Luke tells his father, Darth Vader, the same thing. Both fathers' tell their sons that is good, that they've taken the first step in the right direction. Both fathers keep baiting their sons to draw them further down that dark, Evil path. Moreover, both sons are tempted but something inside them keeps them from choosing that path.

- The last scene was supposed to be a cliffhanger for season two.

-This episode was supposed to be set one year after the events in Dark Knight part two.

- LaCroix was a very messy eater as it seems half of his dinner was flowing down the guy's arm and dripping off his fingertips.

· Nick had started killing only the guilty about 400 years earlier, around 1590.

Different Versions of the First Season

This section uses the Canadian version for the base and compares the CBS first season and the SciFi Channel with it to see what was changed in one way or another.

Dark Knight part 1

Scenes added or cut from the CBS Crimetime after Primetime version:

Cut – The opening scene with Janette entering, seducing Nick, and LaCroix's introduction to Nick.

Cut – Nick wincing and pausing as he passes the cross-wielding suit of armor. Nick noticing the totem pole heavily in the shadows and having a milder reaction to it than the cross. His comments about Schanke.

Made clearer – Schanke's comments to the police/forensic personnel about it being a museum and full of priceless artifacts. (Right before/as Nick and Alyce start talking about missing cup.)

Cut – Nick and Alyce looking at the suit of armor and Nick saying that because the tassets do not fit the breast plate, the guy couldn't relieve himself, and that once it happens, you never forget. Along with everything up to the line about everything in the future being found in the past.

Scenes added to or cut from the SciFi Channel version:

Cut – The opening scene with Janette entering, seducing Nick and LaCroix's introduction to Nick.

Added - Paris 1228, a candle lit room, Janette enters and sees that Nick is awake. She tells him that they have an endless parade of nights before them. She holds her hand out to him. He takes it and they kiss. Nick wants more than she is allowed to give. They approach LaCroix. LaCroix calls him Nicholas and tells him that he is now as eternal as Paris is. When Nick says he's thirsty, LaCroix tells him he knows and the solution is simple, it is time to kill.

Added - Longer tracing of the guard on his rounds, he senses someone but continues. More details before display case is smashed. We see more of the hand. In addition, not only do we see hear the guard scream but also through a red haze of vampire vision, we see someone biting the guard, draining him.

Cut - The delivery boy bringing lunch to the squad room, which is where Nick gets the food, he gives Jeannie. Stonetree is teasing him about eating like a pig and staying so thin.

Cut – Topper relating what he hears over his headphones about the latest murder up to the point where Nick says hi and hands Jeannie the burger bag.

Cut- From Topper asking Jeannie if they had enough money for a candy bar and video game up to her replying she thought Dr. Dave was going to show up.

Added - Paris 1228. Nick is standing in front of the young woman who is to be his first hot meal. LaCroix is next to him, Janette on the other side, by the woman's head. LaCroix asks if he can hear her heart and tells her that Mortals die and asks if it matters when or how. He tells Nick to drink. That it is her life for his. Janette also encourages him to drink. Nick sinks his fangs in and drains her.

Cut - Precinct scene with Natalie getting the Caddy keys from Schanke is cut.

Cut - The bloodmobile's arrival and first shot of the basketball game, along with the cooler of blood bags. Picks up where Dr. Dave's left and is counting his money.

Dark Knight: The Second Chapter (aka part 2)

Differences in CBS version:

Cut - Alyce standing on the rooftop looking out over the skyline as Nick is driving. He hears LaCroix asking if he's coming, and says he is waiting.

Cut - In the warehouse, Nick approaches and touches his master's body as if checking to see if LaCroix's death is a trick.

Cut - The flashback which follows the above scene in 1228 Paris where Nick says LaCroix made him a murderer and LaCroix points out that man is the ultimate predator and how vampires will live forever. Ending with Nick kissing LaCroix's ring, promising he will repay him.

Cut - Schanke's telling Dispatch he is going to tool around in the Caddy for a while (after picking it up from the police garage where it had just been towed) and asks to be notified when they hear from Knight.

Cut - The CERK DJ asking the Knightcrawler to call in because he is worried about him. Nick is pleased. (Nick and Schanke are heading to the hospital in an unmarked police car.)

Cut - The line where Alyce gives the paramedics Nick's address, and what type of building it is. And tells them to ring the buzzer and hurry.

Differences in SciFi version:

Cut - Alyce standing on the rooftop looking out over the skyline as Nick is driving. He hears LaCroix asking if he's coming, and says he is waiting.

Cut - The scene with Schanke, Natalie and Stonetree in the precinct from where we see them at Schanke's desk, where Schanke tells them that the killings have Type O, the homeless and bloodmobiles in common, to where Stonetree picks up the phone and learns Nick's Caddy has been towed to the police garage.

Cut - In the police garage starting right after Schanke's line about feeling the cushion of air up to the bloodmobile arriving at the hospital. It is mainly Schanke's rambling about his wild Bicentennial summer. In addition, him telling Dispatch he is going to take the Caddy out for a spin, and to let him know when Knight turns up.

Changed - in the above scene – instead of seeing Nick awoken by Schanke's bouncing of the rear of the car, he is still soundly, peacefully, happily asleep.

Cut - The Caddy is back in the police garage, but trashed this time. From where we first see Schanke in the garage with a bandage on his nose until the mechanic tells him the details of the damage and tells him to find him another Caddy or the car is now two tons of scrap metal. And Schanke says Nick's gonna kill him, or make him pay for the car. What isn't seen is the play by play of each damaged place and how it was damaged, in detail. Including Nick holding the trunk shut as the mechanic tries to pry it open.

Cut - Alyce releases the door so the paramedic can come up.

Moved - Alyce's line to Jeannie about the paramedics being on their way up is moved to where she's comforting the young woman and telling her not to try to stand.

Cut - The sun slowly setting right before the credits start is cut.

For I Have Sinned

Differences in CBS version:

Cut – Nick is driving and moments later entering the Raven, up to the point where he is nose to nose with the spike haired guy who needs to floss more often.

Cut – From where Schanke admits the crucifixion is a first for him to the start of the Coroner's Office scene with Natalie.

Cut – At the cathedral/church we see someone hammering and everything is cut from there until the older priest tells Pierre that he must be true to his vows.

Cut – Joan setting her cross on the ground near Nick. Nick looking between the two crosses.

Change – Shows the Loose Lips logo on the wall for a couple seconds before starting the scene.

Cut – Everything from Nick looking across the street at the church in predawn light until he enters it. The scene with Schanke on the telephone is completely cut.

Cut – The scene with the guy walking through the partially full church, and the lady entering the confessional and bowing her head. It starts with her asking the priest to forgive her because she has sinned.

Differences in SciFi version:

Cut – From Schanke's line after Nick grabs Schanke's arm to escort him out of the Raven to where they hear the police radio calling them in the Caddy. His admission about wanting to cheat on his wife, and it being a family tradition.

Cut – From Nick staring at the garlic pills to Nick sitting on the couch looking at the cross in the evidence bag.

Change – The scene at Loose Lips starts with the black lady talking on the telephone rather than showing the logo first.

Cut – Part of Schanke's telephone conversation with Myra is cut. His telling her he knew she would probably be asleep to asking her to let him in on the conversation.

Last Act

Differences in CBS version:

Cut – Schanke's grumbling and says what's wrong with suicide's today. He tells Nick how he would do it. The cut ends with Nick going over to the older female doctor and asking if the water was still on when she found the victim.

Cut – Natalie examines the victim's wrist and explains how the victim died and that only one person truly knows the answer to why.  The cut ends with Natalie admitting that it seems strange to her as well.

Cut – Nick is backstage with Erica in 1600's England. Their dialog about him being in the Crusades, being hurt, her hating the thought of dying. It ends with Nick asking her why she wants to take her own life, and her asking if her blood told him that. He is leaning against the wall and she is on the couch on the opposite side of the room with her doll.

Cut – Same flashback scene, Nick nods and Erica kisses his forehead. She asks if she has infected him with the thought. She tells him how they must contribute to life to pay for the lives they have taken. She picks up and studies her doll.

Cut – Nick and Stonetree's deal giving Nick twenty-four hours to prove it wasn't suicide before the case is officially closed as one. From where Stonetree tells Nick he has twenty-four hours to where Nick leaves the office. The cut ends with Nick in his car.

Cut – In the flashback Nick is telling Erica that she is talking about death again. That she will die when she is old and tired, leaving behind only her plays. She is dancing with her doll as she talks about children being their sad sweet irony.

Change – Some lines after the above cut are moved to before it. The ones about how they can live until they tire of it, up until children are the immortality of mortals. Both the cut and changed versions start with the young woman knocking at the door.

Cut – Schanke eating Souvlaki as he gets out of the car and approaches Carl Jans's door.

Cut – The part of the scene where Schanke and Carl go upstairs, Schanke looks around and comments on the décor of the apartment and the pictures of Marilyn and those taken by her. Carl asks Schanke if he can get him anything while Schanke is taking off his coat and laying it over the chair. Schanke declines the offer and the scene starts with Schanke seated in a kitchen chair.

Cut – Schanke's comments on the dinner that never was and why he likes working with Nick. Nick's question about how would someone that is about to die immortalize themselves. It starts with them at the hospital.

Cut – Schanke's comments on it being check out time at Mercy hospital along with the coincidence of the same doctor finding both Marilyn and Dean. Also his first two grabs at the food from the food cart. The scene starts with Schanke saying he is hungry.

Cuts – Dean walking towards Nick, shedding his sweatshirt, with Nick's help. Nick's inquiry if it will fit. Nick and Dean walking out to the hall together and their conversation about life after death, and living forever.

Differences in SciFi version:

Changed - The fight scene in the play is shorter, almost going straight to him running her through with his sword.

Cut – Schanke's grumbling about today's suicides lacking panache. See listing above.

Cut - Nick is backstage with Erica in the 1690's flashback. Their discussion, including his being hurt during the Crusades, and her hatred of dying. His asking her why she is thinking of dying, her asking if she has infected him. The cut ends with her grabbing a white robe to wear.

Cut – Erica's appearance in Nick's car as he is driving alone at night through the city streets.

Dance By the Light of the Moon

Differences in CBS version:

Cut – Nick saying to Schanke, let's go. Natalie jotting stuff on her clipboard, Nick's kissing her hair and calling her hon. The end of the cut scene has Nick and Schanke meeting on the sidewalk and entering Jilly's exotic dancing.

Cut – Schanke is telling Nick about Crawford's major reputation and the nickname he had, but didn't know about, Flipper the Tipper.

Cut – The part of Schanke's story about what Martha Brecker wanted Schanke to tattoo on her and how he was so nervous he misspelled it. The scene starts with Schanke's telling what happens every time he sees a plaid skirt now…

Cut – Schanke telling Nick that it is all a game, a big elaborate game, up to their leaving.

Cut – Nick saying, you are welcome to Schanke before Schanke's comments about having to get eight hours sleep. The scene continues with Natalie at work in her lab.

Cut – The entire scene where Natalie is washing her hands in her lab and Nick arrives, their fight ensues and she leaves.

Cut – At the warehouse, Nick slapping his partner on the arm and saying he does not want to keep Ann waiting.

Cut – The rose and perfume bottle left on Natalie's computer, in her empty office.

Differences in SciFi version:

Cuts – Natalie's medical jargon from their first visit to see her at work. Schanke's line where he says he hopes they are not interrupting anything. She tells them to wait a moment and makes a note to herself on her tape recorder to get a section of the cord at C32 and C34. The scene starts with her asking Nick to take a whiff of the stiff.

Cut – From where it says there is a DJ in a booth to Nick's lines before Schanke heads off watching the woman dancing on stage, and then crawling along side of Schanke.

Cut – Schanke's story about Martha Brecker.

Cut – The dancer who had been dancing for Nick and Schanke wanting money but seeing Schanke's badge instead as the two detectives leave.

Cut – Nick's alarm clock going off and everything else in that scene until Schanke says rise and shine and later calls him Nicky boy.

Cut – Schanke is questioning Stonetree about the accordion trophy and Stonetree's answer.

Dying to Know You

Differences in CBS version:

Cut – Right after Stonetree tells Hedges he would like Nick and Denise to spend some time at his house that evening, up through him saying that Denise found the chauffeur and standing up.

Cut – Schanke telling the reporter his comments were off the record, all his stuttering. It ends after the delivery boy leaves.

Cut – The sun rising, Nick entering and bolting the barn door, totally vamped out. The scene starts with Matthew asking Nick where he goes at night.

Cut – From Denise asking him if everything she saw from him was real to Nick's reply that he doesn't drink human blood anymore and doesn't sleep in a coffin. The scene continues with her asking Nick how many years he has lived.

Cut – Schanke's call to Myra, after Denise makes him wonder if his wife really was bowling as she said. The only part shown is his dialing, whispering for her to pick up and saying her name. The scene continues with Denise in the master bedroom.

Cut – The entire scene in the loft once Natalie leaves. And Nick driving the Caddy afterwards.

Differences in SciFi version:

Cut – Schanke watching Denise walk away, and the entire bit with the cell telephone. The scene continues with Denise in the master bedroom.

Cut – Nick bouncing the ball against his elevator door and playing chess with himself. The scene starts with him laying on his back looking up at the thunderstorm overhead.

False Witness

Differences in CBS version:

Added – a quick shot of the outside of the warehouse at the very beginning of the episode, before we see the two guys inside discussing their porno tape.

Cut – The entire scene with Schanke ranting at Nick's loft.

Cut – Natalie driving the Caddy down the streets. The scene starts with her pulling into the parking garage.

Cut – The entire scene with Nick and Janette in the alley.

Differences in SciFi version:

Cut - The entire Skin Pretty scene in the Caddy.

Cut – The second half of Schanke's rant in the precinct. After Stonetree says it comes with the job. The next scene starts with Nick reliving crashing through the warehouse window in his nightmare.

Cut – Natalie driving the Caddy down the streets. The scene starts with her pulling into the parking garage.

Cut – Natalie's asking Nick if he smells Pina Colada's.

Cherry Blossoms

Differences in CBS version:

- Cut: The orderly pushing the sheet covered body in front of Nick and Natalie as they are talking.

- Cut: Natalie's grouching about her budget being cut to pieces, having to lose two attendants from her shift who have families and no where to go. And how working in a morgue doesn't really qualify you to work anywhere else. Along with her line about life being a bitch and Schanke slamming the freezer door then responding that you die, and Nick and Natalie looking confused.

- Cut: Stonetree and Kwan's conversation inside the precinct where Stonetree is looking at the black and white pictures. Nick and Schanke being assigned to the case, Kwan telling them the fewer people who know that Nancy Leong is alive the better. Nick suggesting Kwan check his office for leaks along with hitting the streets. Nick giving Schanke suggestions for what to do with Kwan while Schanke and Kwan are questioning the witnesses. Kwan not wanting the press to get a hold of the info, and Stonetree telling Kwan that he'll keep the press at bay.

- Cut: Nick looking inside Chung's shop windows watching him work and gather his stuff to leave.

- Cut: Nick telling Chung that the needles will control the pain but the bullets tore her up inside and that the needles cannot fix that. Chung quickly reaches for his bag. Nick squats in front of the bag, placing his hand on it, telling Chung he would rather he didn't pull a gun on him again, and to call it a weakness.

- Cut and turned into a voice over: Nick and Natalie's discussion at the morgue about her treating a live patient, rather than her usual dead variety. It is cut and the dialog is pasted over their leaving the Caddy and walking into the warehouse where Nancy is hiding as a voice over.

Differences in SciFi version:

- Cut: The orderly pushing the sheet covered body in front of Nick and Natalie as they're talking.

- Cut: In the precinct, Kwan not wanting the press to get a hold of the info, and Stonetree telling Kwan that he'll keep the press at bay.

- Cut: Nick going to the taped off crime scene and tells the officer there that he'll be there a while and to go get a cup of coffee, up until Nick's walking down the alley.

- Cut: Nick stopping as if he hears someone. Instead, he hears someone. Nick is seeing the tiny shadow of a man as he enters the door at the top of the fire escape and locks the door. Instead, Nick hears the sound of someone up there, and the door shutting and locking. Nick seeing it and instead he is just there on the landing, forcing the lock.

- Cut: Nick's entrance into the acupuncture shop, his handing off his hat, cape, gloves to someone else. Along with his walking to the door, he knocks on. The scene starts with Nick knocking on the door that Mai opens.

- Cut: The entire daytime scene with Kwan and Schanke in Chinatown.

- Cut: Nick's zooming in on Chung's building, watching him work, gather his stuff to leave and walking down the fire escape. It starts with the flying, then goes straight to Chung walking down the alley, looking back sensing he's being watched.

- Moved: The outside view of Chung’s building from before the commercial break to after it, right before it goes inside to where Chung wakes up the immobilized Nick.

I Will Repay

Differences in CBS version:

Added - Richard grumbling to his cell telephone that he is late in the opening scene. Right before Natalie arrives.

Cut – Nick in Richard's hospital room during the first hospital scene up until Sarah is standing by Richard's chest talking about how he was going to come up to the cabin, but once again work got in the way.

Added – Nick has the uniformed officer who lost his gun pressed against the wall and is almost nose to nose with him as he asks the officer to tell him again what happened. The uniformed officer says that he does not know. A couple of uniformed officers walk by and around the corner. Nick grabs the uniformed officer he was talking to by the arm and they start walking down the hall.

Nick asks him about weapon responsibility about three times before the officer admits he is responsible for his own weapon.

They stop and Nick turns him around to face him as Nick confirms that the officer is responsible for his weapon, telling him that he doesn't know is not an acceptable answer.

Stonetree arrives and tells Manus to take the rest of the day off. Nick asks Stonetree how Barney is as they walk to the bullpen door. Stonetree says that Barney will survive. Nick says he wishes he could say the same about Natalie's brother.

Stonetree says as he walks into the bullpen commenting that Richard was the best Crown Prosecutor in the city, that he may die and that he is a friend as he looks at Nick who's now standing next to him. Stonetree walks away. Nick walks over to his desk and the scene continues as it aired.

Cut – The grubby fisherman telling the Leper she can keep the fish but they need some sort of payment. Her mumbling something as they try to turn her over.

Cut – The entire Raven scene where Nick asks Janette if she has ever brought anyone across and her telling him no because she can't stop in time.

Added – The nurse expresses her sympathy to Dr. Lambert when she hears Richard's dead.

Cut – The second half of the scene from where Nick and Natalie have the body halfway out the door to the start of the next scene. The entire bit about Richard being an organ donor, Natalie telling the doctor she is a forensic pathologist and showing her Coroner's Office ID, Nick showing his badge.

Added – In place of the missing part of the above scene, Natalie tells the nurse that she can handle it and tells Nick to move the body out. She also tells the nurse that she knows it's part of the attending physician's job to tell Richard's wife, and says she would like to be the one to tell Sarah. She and Nick continue out of the room with Richard's bed, leaving the nurse behind quite confused.

Cut – Richard looking around the loft after he hangs up the telephone from talking with Sarah. Richard turning on the stereo and hearing the weather report.

Cut – The bit with Schanke calling Myra to tell her how much Natalie loved the flowers.

Cut – Stonetree's briefing about the three murders in three hours and that the guy is ripping them apart with his hands through Schanke's giving Stonetree a taste of public opinion.

Added – In the loft, Richard comments from the balcony railing that the people he killed were no good.

Differences in SciFi version:

Cut – All of Richard's brief consciousness except for his saying hi.

Moved – Nick picking up the Leper, is moved up to where he walks up to her body on the wet sand, right before Natalie enters the loft in tears.

Changed - Natalie's first line to Nick in the loft is changed to a voice over while he is in the flashback to the woman on the wet sand.

Cut – During the disagreement in the loft, Nick tells Natalie to leave it in God's hands and she tells him that God made a mistake. They both look at each other. Nick's expression is serious and slightly disgusted.

Cut – The second half of the crucial argument scene is cut. Everything after she tells him you owe me is cut. The scene does not start again until Nick has the injured woman lying on a mat inside his makeshift hut. The little bit where he takes off his hat and sets it behind him is cut.

Changed – The spike haired vampire who growls at Nick becomes a normal looking female to whom he gives the whatever look.

Changed – Janette's line about the one Nick wants to bring across being pure of heart is changed to pure of soul. To which Nick replies that no one is.

Added – Janette tells Nick that if he brings someone across he has to take responsibility for that person. The crowd fills in the empty floor in front of Nick after she leaves.

Cut – Nick vamping out in the present at the same time he does in the flashback when he begins to bring Richard across.

Changed - The first line back from the flashback is now a voiceover. Where Natalie is upset over her brother's rapidly weakening vitals.

Changed – Nick sinks his fangs into Richard's neck in the present and Elizabeth's neck in the flashback at almost the same time.

Cut – Nick actually draining Richard and Natalie watching. The scene ends with Nick sinking his fangs into Richard's neck.

Cut – Richard's nightmare about Saul Craven sending flowers to the Crown Prosecutor's office and having his wife hostage. Also Richard's waking up covered with blood sweat, seeing it on his hand after he rubs his forehead. And the oh man this is really real reaction it causes.

Cut – The scene in the precinct after Schanke's told Natalie that the Crown Prosecutor is going to throw the book at the man who shot Richard up until he calls Myra to tell her how much Natalie loved the flowers.

Changed – Nick's flashback in the Caddy to where he sees Elizabeth killing the men and then talking to her afterwards is slightly rearranged. Her lines about being the most beautiful woman in town are moved to the beginning of the conversation.

Cut – Nick walking to the two graves on the beach and removing his hat as he bows his head in respect and remorse. All that's left is Nick looking out at the water and the sunset.

Dead Air

Differences in CBS version:

Episode's currently MIA.

Differences in SciFi version:

- Cut: The part of the scene inside the Caddy from where Schanke is telling Nick that he never listens to Dr. Noble's show because the job is enough of a reminder of how colorful life is to Schanke turning on the radio and finding Dr. Noble doing her show.

- Cut: At the first crime scene, Nat is impressed look when Nick connects the victim to the killer using the redial button on the phone.

- Cut: Inside the station, from Nick commenting on Christina Noble's cigarette habit to her taking her first call from the woman named Susan.

- Cut: Christina watching the new show’s host through the glass window. This final scene at the radio station is cut in its entirety.

Hunters

Differences in the CBS version:

- Cut: Just after the shooting, Nick asks Stonetree to cut Schanke some slack, but the Captain says no. He lost a partner once, and shot the killer -- and it did not help.

- Cut: One skyline shot before the establishing shot of precinct exterior.

- Cut: Part of the flashback horseback chase.

- Cut: Scene of Nick sitting at his piano, fiddling with the keys and with a lighted candle while we hear voice-overs from earlier in the episode.

- Cut: A long music video sequence to Touch the Night as Nick drives through night-time Toronto, just before the Raven imprisoned Schanke complains that the brass should just let him go after the guy.

Differences in SciFi version:

- Cut: The horseback chase is much shorter in the flashback. Almost all the open field running is cut.

- Cut: In the cheap hotel, the part of the scene starting with showing the empties and dirty dishes from the Chinese food dinner to the end of Schanke's talking about Myra and how there are problems sometimes, but that's okay.

- Cut: Same scene but a little later. Nick's comment about enjoying the male bonding. Schanke telling Nick he understands.

- Cut: Schanke's looking into the back hallway of the Raven, and going downstairs, asking if anyone's there, walking across the floor. The scene starts with Schanke standing next to the wine rack.

- Cut: Nick in his loft at the piano with the candle where he hears Schanke's voice complaining that he's not going to catch the guy sitting on his ass up through Nick telling him to stay put so the guy does not find him.

- Rearranged: it is the same loft scene, but the part where Schanke tells Nick he's gotta be kidding if he thinks he's going to call it a day. The order of Norma's comments to Stonetree about Nick's file, putting the no medical history and no birth records after the glitch comment. Schanke is ‘going home’ comment comes after Norma's.

- Cut: A little of Nick is driving around nighttime downtown Toronto while Touch the Night plays.

- Cut: The Memory Lane scene has Schanke calling the guy hunting him a son of a bitch, but bitch has the sound removed, even though you can still read Schanke's lips.

Dead Issue

Differences in CBS Version:

The tape went MIA.

Differences in SciFi Version:

- Cut: Lynne walking into the club at the beginning and up to her walking across the floor to Gubbins.

- Cut: In the bullpen after Schanke's first mimic of a traffic cop. From Natalie is rolling her eyes to the end of Schanke's line about many of Toronto's finest starting in Traffic.

- Cut: Nick giving the painter a nasty look after the painter grumbles about having to pay for Ilsa's funeral, and his realizing that the painter was the one who raped her.

- Cut: Lynne driving down what looks like a highway with her husband checking his unconscious passenger in a different van. Up until after she pulls over in tears because she cannot go through with it.

- Cut: The entire scene with Nick and Schanke at the Fiori house where Nick finds fresh blood on a plant and tells Schanke to put out APB's on Stonetree and Fiori's cars.

- Cut: Inside the interrogation room where Nick tells Lynne Fiori that he knows where her husband's taking Stonetree up to Nick’s comments on her changing her mind and she nodding but not saying a word.

- Cut: Tony Fiori on the run inside the building and Stonetree chasing him. The scene starts with Stonetree approaching Tony on the catwalk.

- Cut: The entire outdoor scene with Nick and Schanke helping a wounded Stonetree.

Father Figure

Differences in CBS version:

- Cut: Carmela's lines about not having eyes in the back of her head and what could she do.

- Cut: Carmela telling them that Lisa's father is going to think she can't take care of the little girl, how she's not so young anymore and can't keep up with a kid that age. That Lisa is a good girl, but she is always sneaking out and getting in trouble because of the comics she reads. Nick telling her that no one is blaming her and kids are tough. She tells Nick that Lisa is a full time job. Nick tells her they will make sure she gets home.

- Cut: Nick getting out of the car, looking at the fleeing vehicle and rubbing his shoulder as if he is hurt. Nick asking Lisa if she is okay. Her popping up to ask if she can come up yet, then ducking back down. His telling her she can. Lisa is asking if they got him, telling him they must have because he was right there. Him telling her he is okay. Her comment that someone does not like her very much. Him asking her if that was Janie Jinx talking, then calling in the shooting. Dispatch.

- Cut: Schanke's line as he starts asking Lisa for money. Her line asking if he would borrow money from a little kid.

- Cut: Nick and Natalie walking to the bedroom, her mumbling something, the two of them entering. His taking off his jacket as she sets up the treatment items on the dresser. Their dialog about how he should stop getting shot and her telling him to duck. Her examining the still open wound telling him it is progress because his metabolism's changing. He comments on the bullets usually going right through him. Her comments about how he's not healing as fast, how they might be feeling shades of mortality, the program working, him being able to see himself in the mirror and about the fake blood. He comments on it being tasteless among other things. She tells him it is working.

- Alternate flashback scene: - The one that starts with Nick and LaCroix playing chess as LaCroix tells Nick to keep him, that Janette gets what she wants. Nick comments about the danger and how Daniel is too young to choose. Nick telling Natalie about the boy's name being Daniel and how it was the same old story. Another bit of flashback with LaCroix asking Nick if he can imagine what it would be like to be a child vampire.

- Moved: Nick telling Natalie that his name was Daniel and that it was the same old story.

- Cut: Nick filling his wine bottles from a barrel of blood.

- Cut: Lisa eating the pizza from the fridge, trying a sip of blood and finding it so gross she pours the rest of the glass down the drain. Her going over to Nick, trying to wake him, lifting and dropping a hand. Telling him to wake up and smell the donuts.

Differences in the SciFi version:

- Cut: At the crime scene, Daryl's lines about it's a lousy deal for a little kid to have to face all the murder crap and up to after Nick's comment that he does think about having children sometimes. The scene picks up with Nick looking at Natalie and Lisa.

- Cut: Flashback where Janette's telling Daniel the compliment is worth at least a shilling and LaCroix's low, dangerous tone tells the boy to go while he still can. The scene picks up with Nick draping an arm over the boy's shoulder and Janette asking to take him home for a meal.

- Cut: At the precinct, part of Carmela's discussion with Nick and Schanke where she tells them that Lisa's father is going to think she can't take care of Lisa and how doing so is a full time job. The scene picks up with Nick assuring Carmela that she will get home safely.

- Cut: In the precinct, Lisa telling Nick to wait and her showing everyone the funny sketch of Schanke. The scene starts with her and Nick in the unmarked car, and his telling her she has got quite a sense of humor.

- Cut: After the car shooting, Lisa tells Nick that someone does not like her much and Nick calls it in. The scene starts with Lisa and Nick entering the loft.

- Cut: In the flashback, Janette's comments to LaCroix about how it's refreshing to have a little one about the house and Nick scolding Daniel not to eat all his food in one bite. The scene starts with Nick asking Daniel where his parents are.

- Cut: In Nick's loft, the word poker is cut when Schanke's asking if she'd like Cincinnati Schanke to show her the fine art and ruffles the cards.

- Cut: The entire scene where Nick is refilling the bottles. The scene starts with the brown van pulling up in the morning daylight.

- Cuts: Inside the loft as Nick's trying to find Lisa his telling her he's sorry is cut as is him calling out her name again, almost right after the I'm sorry part.

Spin Doctor

Differences in CBS version:

My tape went MIA.

Differences in SciFi version:

- Cut: Mona looking out the balcony door in her robe then walking over to the nightstand, and seeing the gold foil wrapped chocolate on the pillow. It starts with her looking down at the photo of her and Reeves together.

- Cut: Nick sitting in the loft very quickly going through a bunch of articles, ending with one with Hiatt's name in big bold letters. The scene starts with Nick picking up the 5 1/2 inch floppy and inserting it into the computer.

- Added: to the scene where Nick takes the fifth (amendment), of the Constitution is added to the end of the sentence.

- Cut: At Hiatt's press conference, he is thanking his supporters and everyone he has worked with over the years. His wife and daughter are on the stage with him, standing right next to him.

- Cut: Nick leaving the hearing room and learning that his tenure's being reviewed, and has no choice but to resign.

- Cut: In the hotel hallway, the male reporter commenting that things are heating up, Norton's admission of her affair in the spirit of fairness, trying to once again level the playing field. The scene starts with Laura inside the hotel room asking Norton why she did it.

Dying for Fame

Differences in CBS version:

Tape went MIA.

Differences in SciFi version:

- Cuts: There are small cuts in the diner scene with the number of people staring at or laughing at Nick. There is not the large pan around the diner at the start of the scene, showing only the little girl seated behind Natalie at the next booth. The two females sitting at the counter are cut out. There is not such a large crowd watching and then laughing at him.

- Cut: The backstage part where Schanke is bugging a woman about BTO being a truly rocking band that he saw in concert through Nick's line about sometimes feeling his age. The scene picks up again with Marty approaching them.

- Cut: The part of the holding cell scene where Rebecca talks about the acoustics to where she tells him to be careful what he wishes for. The scene starts again with the door to the cellblock opening and Marty and the others entering and heading straight for the cell.

- Cut: Rebecca in her limo alone and being led through the crowd. The scene starts with the reporter talking to her, asking if she has anything to say to the fans.

- Moved: The voiceover of Marty with the lawyer and blonde lady is totally over Nick dropping off Rebecca in the middle of nowhere, instead of just at the end of it.

- Moved: The through the window look at the video on the TV is moved from where Nick's looking at it through the blinds to where it's seen right before we see Nick's in the room.

Only the Lonely

Differences in CBS version:

- Cut: The beginning of the scene, up to where he comments that he'd love a cup of coffee and she tells him that she has an early meeting in the morning.

- Cut: A shot of the Coroner's Office exterior before the birthday party.

- Cut: Nick playing golf in his loft.

- Cut: A shot of the Caddy outside the loft. Nick inside the loft staring into a bottle of blood which leads him to a flashback.

- Cut: Roger calling Natalie from the phone booth up through kids playing with the supersoaker.

- Cut: Roger suggesting he and Natalie fly a kite and her reaction, and finally her acceptance.

- Cut: The sunset on the train tracks on the stakeout for Bomfrey.

- Changed: A shot of the exterior of Natalie's apartment building. Nick's first line is changed to a voiceover. Up through Nick and Natalie going into the kitchen.

- Cut: After the commercial break the scene starts with her and Nick already in the kitchen. He is asking if she spent the whole afternoon with Roger. What's cut is her pointing to the kitchen then heading there, Nick putting his arm around her waist as she passes by him, Nat holding up her index finger to tell Roger to wait a minute. Roger's nervous pacing then just waiting for Nick and Natalie to finish their discussion.
- Cut: The street scene shortly after they met is cut up to where he asks her if she is not afraid. The lines about her being unique, a scientist, and science not helping him are cut as well.

- Cut: Roger and Natalie in the car where he's telling her not to worry, that he'll have her in back in time for work tomorrow. Natalie tells Roger that she thinks he is good for her, and he tells her the same thing. Ending with a shot of the car driving down the road and the sign for the Humber Nurseries.

- Cut: From after the shot of the white vans with the flower on the side at the nursery and Roger telling her to come on to the scene with Nick at the loft on the bike (see next change). More cut stuff - Natalie commenting that it looks closed, to the scene with Nick at the loft where Schanke calls, to the scene in Nat's lab where he finds her journal, to Grace's frantic entry telling him in detail about the DNA profile from the Laura Fischer case, the latest victim, and one of the guys from the blind profile all having the same genetic profile. Nick asks who's in the blind trial and learns it is two cops, a janitor and Roger Jameson. Grace tells Nick that Natalie took the night off and she thinks Nat is with Roger.

- Changed: The last cut has been changed to this: Nick's sitting on his motorcycle in the loft when the telephone rings and it is a frantic Grace. Grace is telling him she has been trying like crazy to reach him. She tells him that the DNA profile of the person who killed Laura Fischer and Natalie's new guy, Roger Jameson match. And that Natalie took the night off. Grace tells him she is afraid Nat is with him.

Differences in SciFi version:

- Cut: Entire scene outside between Nick and Schanke about Nat's birthday, and how Schanke makes Myra happy about anything she gets.

- Cut: The Natalie and Roger scene after the flashback where Nick admits he's dead. Her snapping back to the present, Roger telling her they have a lot in common up to her reaction to him wanting to go fly a kite.

- Cut: In the morgue the night after he was in her apartment, Nick is telling Natalie he really cares about her and how he wants her to be happy and he realized that if he's not careful he'll get in the way of her happiness.

- Changed: Natalie has four quick flashbacks of Nick walking up to her on the street shortly after they first met. After another shot of her, the flashback starts with him walking past her, bumping into her and continues walking until she asks if he is testing her.

-Cut: From the scene with them on the street after their first meeting his lines where he calls her a unique woman, she tells him she's a scientist, his telling that science won't help her and that he's locked himself into a hellish existence. Her asking what makes him think she cannot help her. His lines about him asking her if she is serious, that his condition is a curse, a fall from grace.

- Cut: In Natalie's car, Roger is driving. She tells him he's good for her and he tells her the same thing.

- Cut: Inside the greenhouse, Natalie looking around at all the pretty flowers and plants, with Roger behind her asking what she thinks. She tells him it is incredible.

- Cut: The shot of the beautiful sunset.

- Cut: Nick entering Natalie's office. The scene starts with him seated at her desk.

- Added: The close-up of the page which notes that the subject can't ingest the simulated blood plasma.

- Cut: The scene at the greenhouse between the scene with Grace telling Nick that Natalie's been in such a strange mood lately and the scene where Nick enters Natalie's apartment. The cut scene has Roger motioning for Natalie to sit and starts the music.

- Changed: Natalie sees herself walking over to Nick as four quick flashbacks, and on the fifth one it shows the scene. Nick catches Natalie's hand and holds it to his cheek.

- Cut: After the flashback, when Nat's back in the present, her cuddling against Roger as he refills their glasses. The present day scene starts with her standing and rubbing her arms, with him asking if she is going anywhere.

Unreality TV

Differences in CBS version:

- Cut: Scene inside the precinct where Schanke asks where the Cop Watch team is. Schanke asks a female officer if she has seen them. His asking if maybe they are riding with someone else. His commenting that she was coming back with a new cameraman.

- Cut: Tawny in the editing room asleep. She wakes and tells Nick that he should not have let her crash on him like that. He tells her it is okay. She tells him about her nightmare that people were chasing her. Nick asking her how the show's going and her telling him that she forgot where she left off, He comments, that it's good. Nick leaves and finds Danny. The two vampires circle each other, vamped out, before Nick pins the younger, weaker vampire to the wall by his throat and tells him it's time to move on. They snarl at each other and then Nick lets Danny go.

Differences in SciFi Version:

- Cut: Nick lying upside down on his couch, the bottle on the floor. The scene starts after Nick has stuffed it under the couch cushion and vanished.

- Cut: Bobby telling Schanke and Tawny they're rolling, Schanke's asking if she wants him to take it down a bit and she tells him about 50,000 feet. Schanke is primping and giving his little speech about the city is cut.

- Cut: The whole scene with Nick in his loft picking up his gun, fingering the hole in his purple jacket and tossing it back on the piano, picking up his gun and walking to the living room.

- Cut: The entire scene inside the precinct that starts with Schanke pacing the floor past the quarter, wondering where the Cop Watch crew is. They promised they would be back through the end of the scene where Stonetree's scolded Schanke for not doing the interview because the camera crew is not there, and Schanke leaves to go do the interview.

- Cut: Tawny's nightmare about Nick growling, putting the tape into her purse and walking out to the elevators and getting into it. The scene starts with her exiting the elevator and saying hi to Nelson.

Feeding the Beast

Difference is CBS Version:

- Cut: The scene with Nick at the podium with the Twelve-Steps behind him written in something like Arabic, the podium bleeding and LaCroix carrying in Monica dressed in a white gown. The scene ends with Nick sinking his fangs into Monica's neck.

- Cut: Monica following Nick in her car after one of the meetings, ending with her asking if they can talk.

- Cut: Inside the building the meetings are held in, Nick's carefully looking around and looks into the kitchenette where he sees Angie slumped over a chair. Monica enters and he tells her Angie is dead and to go call 911. The scene ends with gunfire, Nick drops to the ground and rolls out of the way with a door slamming. The scene starts as he is approaching the meeting room from the hall (after the kitchenette shooting).

- Changed: The voiceover for the last loft scene might be an extra line or two longer before switching inside to Natalie telling Nick about his painting. It might come in as she is telling him how it makes her quiver rather than just telling him she likes it a lot.

Differences in SciFi Version:

- Changed: Nick's first line inside Natalie's office, talking about if the Twelve-Steps would help him is changed into a voiceover and moved to the end of the precinct scene.

- Cut: Skip being injected with the syringe and its contents pumped into his body.

- Cut: Nick reaching for and dialing the telephone in the loft after he empties all the bottles. He just looks at it in this version.

- Cut: Schanke and Natalie talking in the bullpen. Schanke's rant about if you buy more than a six pack of beer the guy behind the counter gives you the fish-eye up through Schanke's gripe about neither he nor Nick have problems, then walks away. The scene starts with Natalie commenting on how Nick looks great.

- Cut: In the Raven, the Goth woman dancing for Nick and walking towards the table. The scene starts as Janette beats her to the table and we get a quick look at her in the background as she walks around the chains and keeps going, seeing Janette's beaten her to the table.

- Cut: Nick inside the lobby of the Windsor Arms Hotel. The scene starts with him walking down the hallway, hearing Monica asking someone why that is happening to her.

- Cut: Nick in the Twelve-Steps meeting room, standing at the podium saying hi, admitting he's been lying to them for the last couple of weeks, as well as his freely admitting he's an addict. The scene starts with Nick telling the group that he is there because he is a cop.

If Looks Could Kill

Differences in CBS version:

Tape went MIA.

Differences in SciFi version:

- Changed: The scenes with Bernice learning about Norma Dean's death and Natalie learning the body aged several decades are interwoven differently. In this version, Bernice learns of her friend's death and how she died, then we see Natalie uncovering Norma's face and being shocked. Then it goes back to a tearful Bernice who is having trouble accepting what she is hearing. Then it is back to Natalie. We do not see the toe tag, just Natalie looking at the head then the toe and back again muttering oh my god.

- Cut: the insert of the toe tag.

- Cut: The scene with Janette telling Nick that she gives free cover and drinks to Bernice, Agnes and Norma because it makes the club look good.

- Cut: The start of the scene with Nick and Nat in the precinct, where she's asking him what is bothering him and he is vague, commenting how the case is making him think about the case, and someone he thinks he let down in the past. The scene starts with him asking her why she wanted to see him and her showing him the fax she received from the CDC about the unidentified virus she found.

- Cut/Changed: There are a few lines cut from the discussion of what the CDC found. Instead of Natalie's long answer, she simply tells him that it's been extinct for over 200 years. There is no mention of it being flu until later when she tells him that it burned itself out. There's no discussion about how something that's been extinct for 200 years got into Norma's body.

- Cut: The first part of the scene where Dr. Jurgen comes to see Agnes in prison. The scene starts with us seeing that the doctor is the Baroness and she tells Agnes that everything will be all right.

- Cut: Schanke's whole rant about examining the possibilities, his examination of the cell, telling the other prisoner not to laugh at him, and his commenting that the wind blew the door open. The scene starts with Schanke in the officer's face telling him that there was no damage to the door, so it was his key that let the prisoner escape.

- Cut: The start of the Caddy scene. It starts when Schanke thanks the person and hangs up, then thanks Nick for letting him make the call on his cell telephone.

- Cut: Everything after Nick tells Schanke to go back to the precinct and he will catch up with him there later, and puts the car into park.

- Cut: From the scene where Nick gets out of the car and runs off, his getting out is cut but we see him running off, then taking to the sky. Schanke's sliding over into the driver's seat is cut.

- Cut: The doctor and Agnes walking up to the Spa's door is cut.

- Changed: The doctor and Agnes entering her office before Nick lands outside the clinic has the order reversed. In the Canadian version, he lands then, she enters her office, but in the SciFi version it is the other way around.

- Changed: Natalie first few lines at the precinct at the end are turned into a voiceover as a shot of the exterior is seen. There may also be minor differences in the computational scene.

Fatal Mistake

Differences in CBS version:

Tape went MIA.

Differences in SciFi version:

- Cut: The beginning of the flashback scene where Nick and Alexandra enter a room and he pushes her down onto the floor. The scene starts where they are already kissing, lying on the floor, him on top of her.

- Cut: The entire scene starting with someone honking Nick to get him moving and ending with Alexandra watching Nick drive off.

- Cut: Scene with Stonetree pulling into the junkyard, getting out of his car and entering the place.

- Cut: The entire scene with Stonetree escorting Billy to his car, then turning him over to Schanke. Then asking Nick what happened and hearing Nick's explanation.

1966

Differences in CBS version:

Tape went MIA.

Differences in SciFi version:

- Cut: Everything from Lily's telling Nick to take off his jacket because it's very dusty and dirty in the basement through Nick looking into the various rooms and seeing exactly how many crates they'd have to go through, commenting on the fact that they had their work cut out for them. The scene starts/continues with Nick and Lily walking into the room with the table in the middle of it and bookcases against wall opposite the door. She's telling him about how the Luftwaffe was desperate at the end of the war and had heard that the book knew how to make people defy the laws of gravity.

- Cut: The rest of the scene between Nick and Lily after she finishes the line about the Party members who sell their soul, calling them secular socialists.

- Cut: The first part of the dinner scene in the library, where the man's scraping something out of a can and through his comments about the Russian Vodka and how it's used to keep the masses happy. The scene starts with him pouring three glasses of Vodka, and Nick picking up the book, pretending to be reading it.

- Cut: The entire scene inside the family's apartment where Bernard is packing up stuff and turns off the lights when finished.

- Changed: The scene where the nutcase pulls the grenade is rearranged a little. We see a terrified Natalie and then the guy rants about everyone being a hostage and pulls the grenade, then the shot of Stonetree lying on the floor being helped. The nutcase’s lines about them giving him his brother or they are all going to hell together are next.

- Changed: Nick's line about getting Stonetree to a hospital is changed to a voiceover of a terrified Natalie and the nutcase holding the grenade.

- Cut: Father calling Nick a bastard when he gets back from the apartment.

- Cut: Lily's line about Nick and Bernard taking too long, while they are waiting at the ruins.

- Cut: The entire scene where LaCroix finds the Abarat and tosses the lighter into the crate.

- Cut: Nick standing and tossing the squished grenade to Schanke, who catches it.

Love You to Death

Differences in CBS version:

Tape went MIA.

Differences in SciFi version:

- Cut: Everything between Schanke's commenting that Myra doesn't leave them laying around anymore through Schanke's line about the way to a woman's heart is to by her underwear that fits. The scene starts up again with Nick asking about the Stalker theory.

- Cut: In the scene with Janette in the precinct briefing room with Nick, everything after Nick's relaxing when he hears that she's genuinely sorry she can't offer more help up through Max Henkel being questioned by Nick and Schanke. The next scene is a shot of the skyline, then Lucy waking up in her new home.

- Cut: The entire scene where Lucy Preston is sitting on the floor in her new home, her knees pulled up close to her up through where she's crying.

- Cut: Nick being outside the studio and taking to the sky. And his flight over the city looking for where he believes Lucy is being held.

- Cut: The start of the scene between Lucy and Charlie, where he's inside the room and she's pouring champagne, up to her putting her glass on the bedside table and his doing likewise. The scene starts with her telling him that she never realized he felt that way about her.

- Cut: From the scene with Nick kneeling over the fallen ballerina, LaCroix's lines about it working and the other two male vampires being in the room are cut. The scene continues with Nick grabbing LaCroix and pinning him to the wall.

The end   

Second Season Introduction

The fans worked to bring their favorite show back, and eighteen months after it went off the air, it was back on. This time it was syndicated. It still suffered from a lack of publicity as many fans did not know it was back until a friend told them or they found it on their own. Many syndicated stations showed it at all hours of the night, making it even harder for fans to find it.

The characters and their relationship triangles did not change too much. LaCroix came back to life and tormented Nick in person, rather than as a ghost. Natalie and Nick grew closer to each other, and romance blossomed. Schanke became a more relaxed, more three-dimensional character. We learned more about Nick, LaCroix and Janette's past. We learned how the main cast dealt with the end of life on Earth.

The shooting order and order they were aired in were very different, which made the fans wonder why the characters were acting out of character in some of the episodes. Be My Valentine was supposed to be the 23rd episode but it was aired as the 15th, and Crazy Love, which was supposed to be the 13th episode, wound up as the 26th episode. This one switch totally messed up the storyline for Nick and Natalie's relationship as things are happening backwards. This makes both the characters look bad.

The second season was the longest of the three with 26 episodes whereas the other two only had 22 episodes.

Catherine Disher picked up one of her three Gemini nominations for Forever Knight for the episode Undue Process.

Second Season Summaries

Killer Instinct

Season 2, episode 1

Written by Naomi Janzen

Directed by Michael Alan Levine

Guest Stars:

Jeff Morris.................................. Michael Carauna

Grace Balthazar............................ Sandi Ross

Rogers......................................... Michael Simpson

Dreyfus........................................ Jonathan Whittaker

Constable Wilkinson................... Tony Meyler

Officer 1...................................... Christopher Marren

Officer 2...................................... Angela Moore

Officer 3...................................... David Blacker

Man............................................. Norm Spencer

Woman........................................ Stavroula Logothettis

Junkie.......................................... Jack Nicholsen

Prostitute...................................... Angela Asher

At the docks, a drug sale goes down. He counts his money, unaware he is being watched. Someone slips into a pair of surgical gloves, grabs the guy, covering his mouth so he cannot scream. They struggle.

In the loft, Nick's in his swim trunks and goggles lying in his sun machine. He starts to panic. He grimaces as he opens the lid, hits the off button, and calms himself down.

At the docks, the struggle between the drug dealer and his attacker continues, both desperate to win. The dealer rips the back of a latex glove off his attacker before suffocating. Someone has been watching the whole scene from the air, like a vampire.

Nick walks downstairs and removes his keys and watch from the metal box on the table behind the couch. He listens to his messages. Natalie teases him if he keep using the sun bed people will be asking him which way to the beach. Nick opens the fridge, finding blood and a possible cooked hamburger patty. She tells him to stay away from the blood. He needs to eat real food. He takes a long drink as the messages finish.

A hand reaches over the dealer's body and picks up a fallen piece of latex glove. There is a pinky ring with large black stone on it. He senses something, tuning into it.

Nick's at his loft and suddenly feels something. He tries to tune into it, walking to the window and looking out. He's concerned and takes another long drink.

The dock area is now a crime scene. Natalie tells Cohen the man was strangled between eleven to eleven-forty pm. She bagged part of a surgical glove. Cohen says it is a repeater. Schanke's arrival surprises both women. Natalie comments he is enthusiastic, while Cohen says he is staining his nose brown. Natalie agrees. Nick lands at the edge of the crime scene as Schanke rewards an officer with baseball tickets for the tip. Nick teases Schanke as they meet up, asking if he thinks Cohen heard it. Schanke reminds Nick they are going to let him look good at the new precinct, and both showing up isn't going to help. Nick and Natalie are amused. Natalie asks if it is not their day off. Schanke points out her use of the plural. Nick says they came by to see what is happening. She asks if they remember the John Doe under the pier a few weeks ago, hearing Nick remembers he was strangled and there were no prints. Natalie tells them her findings. Cohen comments on a few unsolved over the last few years, all low-end thieves, dealers, etc. They notice IA's arrival. Cohen and Natalie spilt. Nick and Schanke are worried because it means they suspect a cop. Nick senses something, distracting him. It is almost as if someone's messing around inside his head. He walks away, trying to find the source.

Nick flashes back to the Catacombs in 1228, within days of being brought across. He wanders lost, asking LaCroix why he was left down there. LaCroix tells Nick he did not leave him. Nick stumbles along telling LaCroix he's looking but cannot find him. LaCroix tells Nick to stop using his eyes to look. Nick closes his eyes and opens his senses.

Nick is snapped back to the present when Cohen calls him. He tells her he was thinking as he walks back to them. Cohen tells them excessive overtime does not impress her, but solved cases do. Schanke asks about IA and learns that Cohen would rather not repeat what she has heard.

Inside the Raven, Nick approaches Janette. She learns it has been months since they have last seen one another and she swiftly removes his watch and reads the inscription on the back. It is from Natalie to a man who has all the time in the world. Janette teasingly tells him it is sweet. He is more mortal than ever causing him to grin. She sees it in his eyes and barely felt him when he entered. He tells her he is looking for the vampire that's looking for him. He feels it, but it is faint. The vampire is hanging back. She tells him she has felt something too. She reminds him their mortal lives are playthings and they must move on when the mortals age and they outgrow them. Nick learns they get hurt if they take their lives seriously.

Nick is asleep when LaCroix's voice tells him to wake up to what he is. Nick is a little disoriented when he opens his eyes. LaCroix says he has been asleep for far too long. Nick's now dressed and heads downstairs where the box containing his watch and keys is. He is disturbed to find only his keys in there, knowing he put his watch in there as well. Schanke calls, telling Nick IA thinks it is someone in the precinct. Nick's searching for his missing watch as Schanke tells him a morning jogger found another body along with the detachable hood of a PD rain shell near the scene. All the cases they are tying the killer to, have occurred very close to the 96th. Nick tells him IA never was known for it is creative thinking. Schanke asks if he is okay because he sounds spacey. Nick tells him he is looking for his missing watch. Schanke comments it's old age setting in and happens to everyone.

LaCroix is watching from a rooftop as another drug deal goes down. Someone else watches from street level.

Nick's driving and hears a woman's scream. He pulls over, parks and takes flight.

Schanke is still trying to score points, this time with a cup of coffee for Cohen, saying he was accidentally given an extra cup. He asks if she wants it. She is not sure if it's genuine and does a simple test. Schanke fails. He is teased by his coworkers for brown nosing. Cohen uneasily calls out they got an anonymous tip.

Nick's search leads him to the same alley LaCroix was watching earlier. He finds the woman behind a dumpster right before IA arrives. Nick tells them the perp is nearby, and the victim's dead. One pulls Nick's watch from her hand, sees the engraving and handcuffs a shocked Nick. The other asks Nick if he has lost a watch. Nick senses LaCroix, but has not quite figured it out. LaCroix walks away laughing, but becomes serious.

Inside an interrogation room, two IA detectives ask Nick about March fifth and seventeenth. Nick says he was home alone. One tells Nick he was not home all night on the seventeenth because he was at the scene of a murder. Nick's nervousness and worry shows. He says he went to see what was happening. When IA is told Nick that did not drive his car, Nick says he lives nearby and ran over. When asked how he knew about it, he says he heard it. They say he must have great hearing.

Schanke's watching from the observation room and cannot believe what he is hearing. He walks into the bullpen and hears another officer admit it is hard to believe. He tells her it is impossible to believe. He rode a lot of miles with Nick. It is a terrible mistake.

Nick is locked inside his cell, and learns that the judge has not set bail yet It means that he probably will not get it. Shortly, Natalie is locked in with Nick. She says she is there for a DNA test. Nick brightens. She got a DNA sample off the last victim. She knows she cannot send Nick's real sample in, but they can pretend to. She takes the sample asking who is trying to set him up, maybe another cop. Nick tells her it's another vampire, startling her. He felt like he was being watched for the last few days. It is the only way his watch could have been stolen. She asks why would another vampire would want to set him up. Nick flashes back to the catacombs and Janette drinking from a victim. He tells Natalie he does not know why, maybe lifestyle prejudice.

In Paris, LaCroix asks if Nick can feel the woman's blood surging through is veins, it is a feeling unsurpassed by any other. Nick seems to be relishing it. LaCroix tells Nick to revel in the power of the gift he gave him. Nick asks what he is. LaCroix tells him he is his protégée. Nick comments he is his slave, hearing that LaCroix is his slave as well. He is bound to Nick, promised to be his eternal teacher, to let him know there is to know about what he is now. He tells Nick to leave his mortal life behind as he can never go back, and soon he will not want to. Nick's expression does not agree with LaCroix's words.

In the cell, Nick tells Natalie someone wants to force him to move on. He knows he will have to move on eventually if he does not regain his mortality, but he is not ready to do so yet. She tells him he will not have to, if she has anything to do with it.

The loft is being searched. Schanke is not happy with how they are doing it. They find it odd someone allergic to the sun has a sun bed. Another inquires why there is blood in the fridge. Schanke looks uneasy and confused, stating there's a logical explanation.

Grace is surprised to see Natalie enter before night. Natalie explains she wanted to get started on the DNA tests. Grace hears Nick is anxious to get out. Natalie learns Grace got the other two samples and suggests another in case of problems. Grace is uncertain but goes along with it. Jeff enters, and he is ambushed. He nervously asks if she is taking a sample and why. She says it is for Nick's DNA test. Grace offers to package it. Natalie nervously says she will do it and sends Grace off to check on test results. Once alone, she removes Nick's slide from her medical bag and switches the label with Jeff's. She lines up the other three samples on the table. She has to protect Nick's secret.

Schanke is outside Nick's cell commenting on his not eating for a few days. He hears Natalie smuggles him in some food now and then. Schanke offers to sneak in a Souvlaki. He asks about the blood they found in his loft. Nick looks like he is in physical pain from not eating properly. He hears Schanke say there has to be a logical explanation. Nick seems weak as tells Schanke it is cow's blood. He uses the old European technique to thicken his paints. Schanke comments its blood. Nick is distracted as he again senses some vampire watching him.

A vampire is hovering across the street from the precinct.

Schanke sees Nick's odd expression and is concerned, asking if Nick's okay.

Nick flashes back to the Catacombs. He is hesitantly walking through them looking lost, telling someone to come back.

In the cell, Nick gives Schanke a forced grin, telling him he is okay. He likes how Schanke is truly concerned and sticking up for him, staying his friend. Schanke uneasily tells Nick he has to go because he has twice the workload now. He tells Nick the DNA test will come back any day now, which can't be too soon for him, sounding genuinely concerned. Nick gives him a more genuine grin and sincere thanks. Schanke leaves and Nick looks far less grim because of Schanke's faith in him. Schanke tells the other officers Nick said it is paint thinner, which makes sense to him, but the others are not sure.

Nick's optimism flees when he feels someone watching him. Janette enters and sees his slightly surprised, disgusted look. She asks if he did not sense her. If he has, then he has forgotten everything about being a vampire. She reassures Nick no one will remember her being there. She wants him to leave with her. The Community sent her. He explains he's being forced out. She says he cannot stay. The case is jeopardizing them all. Nick is the only one, who realizes he would become top of the most wanted list if he fled, which would endanger the Community even more. She tells him they have been through his loft and are digging through his past. He darkly warns her not to withhold information. She is genuinely upset, commenting it'll be decades before they meet up again. She was beginning to grow fond of his new morality, and his being a vampire cop. He lightens up until the cellblock door opens. He tells her to split, which she does. Nick's expression grows as grim as Schanke's, his lawyer's and other officers, afraid of what they will say. He learns he's being moved to a maximum-security lock up. The DNA results came in an hour ago and it was a perfect match. Schanke looks betrayed.

Nick's taken out to a van through the back at sunrise. Nick asks if they are sure about the lab results and if Dr. Lambert has tried to contact him, but he is ignored. The doors are shut and the van leaves. Nick is worried, trying to figure out what to do. Nick snaps his handcuffs as they go through an underpass, opens the door and falls onto the highway. He quickly runs for cover in the bright sun, using some crumpled newspaper he found to help shield his face as he is in pain and smoking. He runs for the darkness next to a building.

In Natalie's office, she grows upset and very worried as she learns what happened. Grace asks what's wrong. Natalie says it is all her fault. Grace's scared and worried about what she is hearing. Natalie heads for the computer in a panic. She asks what Jeff's last name is. Grace tells her it is Morris. Natalie is frustrated when his file does not come up. Grace tells her he quit three days ago so he would be under former employees. Natalie repeats her search.

In the bullpen, IA has a manhunt out for Nick. Cohen is grilling Schanke, who is frustrated, scared and worried. He honestly tells her Nick has not contacted him, even after being reminded concealing a suspected felon is serious business.

Outside, the officers pull away, starting the manhunt.

Nick checks to make sure the coast is clear and climbs out of the dumpster at sunset. He walks away telling the person responsible to come out.

Natalie enters the bullpen and tells Schanke they need to talk. He sees how scared and upset she is. She says she made a big mistake, trying to figure out what to tell him without blowing Nick's secret and endangering Schanke. Schanke quickly pulls her into a nearby interview room making sure no one is watching. Schanke's stunned. He cannot believe she switched the samples without telling anyone. Natalie frantically explains if the lab ever got a real tissue sample it could be the end of Nick's career. Schanke's shocked, telling her he did not realize it was that serious. Natalie has to think quickly when he asks the name of Nick's condition. The sun bed is for UV treatments for Vitamin D deficiency. Schanke seems to accept it. He learns all the victims were drug dealers. Jeff's brother died from an OD a year ago. She did the autopsy. Jeff saw his brother brought in, which probably sent him over the edge. Schanke asks how Nick's watch got on the victim. She suggests Jeff planted it to throw suspicion off him. She nervously asks Schanke to help. He uneasily turns her down, his body showing he wants to help. She gives it to Schanke a paper, telling him it is Jeff's address. She is sure Jeff does not know what's going on. Schanke reluctantly agrees to help. Cohen and an IA detective spot Schanke and Natalie slip out of the briefing room. Cohen looks suspicious and slightly worried. The IA detective is wondering what's going on.

Schanke leaves unaware Rogers ordered a tail of marked and unmarked cars.

Nick's on the roof of across the street from the Raven. He is not happy to see the police car parked in front of the entrance. Nick hears the voice, whispering for him to listen. Nick remembers the Catacombs lesson where he learned to use his senses, not his eyes to find LaCroix. To focus on the vibration he feels, as it is the force that joins them and makes them what they are. In the present, Nick's listening, almost to the point of physical pain and locates that one sound out of the million around him. Nick stares ahead as if he knows where the sound is coming from and takes to the sky.

Nick flies through the window of a warehouse landing in the middle of an apartment vamped out. Jeff is scared out of his mind. Nick wants to know what's going on. Nick is moving towards Jeff when Schanke bursts in telling them to freeze. Nick struggles a few moments before he can regain control and make his features normal again. He partially faces Schanke with a small grin on his face. Schanke's stunned, asking what he is doing there. Jeff realizes it's his only chance to escape and bolts. Nick's about chase Jeff when he hears Rogers tell them they are surrounded. They are told to come out with their hands on top of their heads. They are depressed and disappointed to have been found.

Jeff bolts up and escapes to the outside by way the basement entrance.  It is on a different side of the building from the cops, and he keeps running.

Inside, Nick hates how it is working out so badly, almost looking like he is in pain. Schanke stares at Nick stunned. The Captain's not sure what to do, knowing her duty, but wants to give them time to come out on their own. Nick and Schanke are seated under the window, staying out of sight. Nick tells Schanke he did not kill anyone. Schanke says he knows. Jeff is the killer. Schanke tells Nick he must have known Natalie switched his sample with Jeff's. It is why Nick is there. Cohen tells them it is time to go home. Schanke grumbles and looks at Nick.

A vampire is flying over the city. Nick senses the vampire and gets a distracted look on his face. Schanke tells him it is not the time to space out. Nick says it is time to go. Nick tracks the vibration he is feeling. Schanke says Morris must have found another exit.

Morris is running down the street, pulling on every door, he passes but they are all locked. Schanke tells Nick it's all clear and they run up the same stairs Morris did. Nick tells him they should check out the old distillery. Schanke gives Nick's forearm a squeeze telling him to get lost because he is the one they want. Schanke heads off around the corner. Nick's low vampire tone says he has him now and runs off, taking to the air at the end of the street.

Inside Jeff's apartment, Rogers bursts in, ready to shoot. Cohen's behind him and sighs when she sees it is empty. She tells them she wants the area sealed off.

Uniformed officers travel the same path as Jeff Morris, finding all the doors locked. Schanke is running down another street, alert for the slightest sound or movement. The officers search the buildings for any clue to Knight and Schanke's whereabouts.

Nick cautiously enters a ceramics factory and moves through it still tracking the vibration, an odd look on his face. He is shocked to see LaCroix very much alive. LaCroix's amused and tells Nick he knew he still had it in him. He must have had some idea who it was. Nick flashes back to LaCroix throwing the flaming timber at him and draining Alyce. He recalls how he ran LaCroix through with the flaming timber, pinning him to the door. In the present, Nick cannot believe what he is seeing. LaCroix darkly comments Nick did not think he killed him because he is too old and powerful for that. In a flashback, he is asking LaCroix what he is and hearing he is LaCroix's protégée, causing Nick to ask if he is LaCroix's slave. In the present, Nick says LaCroix's name as if it was something repulsive. Inquiring if it was him all along. LaCroix admits it, telling Nick he had a little help from a convenient new friend.

Outside, Jeff's still running, finds an open door and enters. Inside, LaCroix tells Nick his sham of a mortal life is ruined. Outside, the uniformed officers do not find anything. Schanke's still running along another side of the building sees a light inside and approaches. He carefully opens the door and enters. Jeff hears this and runs down some stairs. Schanke's closing in as he calls out Jeff's name, telling him to come out.

LaCroix admits he has decided to take him back and give him a second chance. Nick tells him the only second chance he wants is the one he has given him. They both vamp out as LaCroix growls Nick only gets what LaCroix gives him, and that he made Nick. Nick growls LaCroix made a mistake. They grab each other by the lapels and spin around, before Nick tosses LaCroix off to the side.

Schanke chases Jeff through the dark tunnels, telling Jeff he is trying to help him. He knows things have not been easy lately. Jeff's pinned against a wall trying to keep it together and find a way out. Schanke says he is only making things worse. Schanke hears Jeff cock his gun and plasters himself to a wall ready to shoot. Jeff whimpers fearfully.

Nick makes a dash for the roof and almost makes it before LaCroix leaps up there as well. It is too dark to see exactly what happens as they get very close to each other up by the roof.

Cohen and a uniformed officer carefully approach the door leading to the tunnels and hear Schanke calling out to Jeff. An officer is sent to radio the others. Cohen sneaks into the building, gun ready to instantly use. Schanke is telling Jeff it is no way to spend a Friday night, as he carefully peeks around the corner. He continues when the coast is clear.

Nick and LaCroix are still fighting.

Cohen is carefully walking through the tunnels tracking Schanke's voice. Schanke tells Jeff what he is doing will not bring his brother back. Everything about Jeff shows how scared and upset he is. He tells Schanke he was trying to help, but there are too many of them, more of them every day, young and old. He could not help them. Schanke is still moving towards Jeff, as is Cohen. Jeff looks at the gun in his hand telling Schanke they looked so helpless lying there. Schanke tells him he has seen them too.

Nick tosses LaCroix across the room where he crashes through a table. Some fear shows on his face as he faces his son, his posture momentarily seems submissive. Nick grabs hold of LaCroix, but is shoved across the room before he can do anything further.

Jeff rants about them in bags like his brother, even more upset as he says he saw his brother in a body bag.

LaCroix approaches Nick, who grabs the white boards and makes a cross out of them, repelling a growling LaCroix.

Schanke is a bit sympathetic now. Jeff tells Schanke he had to kill them because he could not take it any longer. Schanke tells him there is a lot of crap they have to face in the world. Jeff tells him there is another choice. Schanke tries to reason with him, telling him he will not find any answers that way. Cohen is listening to their discussion.

Nick is still holding the cross out in front of him advancing, forcing his master back as LaCroix grows more repulsed by the cross. Nick's hands are slightly smoking. LaCroix is backed up as far as he can and takes to the sky when he can no longer take it. Nick drops the cross and is relieved.

Schanke tells Jeff to put down the gun and they can talk it out. Both are shocked when they turn and are face to face, gun barrel to gun barrel. Both nervously wait for the other's move. Schanke calmly, firmly tells Jeff to drop it. He did what he had to do. His brother knows it too. Schanke tells him it is over, to put down the gun and they can work it out, trying to soothe Jeff. Cohen walks up behind Jeff, her barrel pressed against his head as Schanke takes Jeff's gun. He tells Jeff to come with him, taking him by the arm and leading him out. Cohen tells Schanke he did nice work, and follows them out.

At the stairway, Schanke announces they are coming out, pushes Jeff out a head of him and hands him off to officers who cuff and escort him to a patrol car. Cohen lightly asks Schanke where Nick is. Schanke nonchalantly says he does not know and has not seen Nick all night. She watches him leave, not sure what to believe.

Nick watches from the roof, pleased by how it all turned out. His mood grows grim as he senses someone behind him. LaCroix asks where the lasting value is, because they'll all be ghosts when he blinks. Nick looks quite depressed and hopeless.

In Cohen's office, she questions Natalie about not suspecting anything until the double blind. Schanke covers for Natalie when she needs help. Cohen is not sure about Natalie mislabeling the samples, commenting it sounds too coincidental, suggesting maybe Morris did it. They agree with her. Schanke compliments Cohen's intelligence, and is told to can it. Cohen says it does not really matter because Jeff gave a full confession and pleaded. Nick approaches. Cohen tells him how lucky he is to have friends like them. He looks at them, grinning. Cohen tells him to appreciate them because they are what make life worth living. Nick tells her those are his exact thoughts.

Nick is playing his piano when he suddenly stiffens and calls out Janette's name. She lands beside him, commenting he felt her. He's not happy about it and tells her he did. She tells him it is very good. His entire body shows he disagrees, as he is being pulled back into his nature by external forces, namely his connections with Janette and LaCroix. She tells him the strings of their connections have strengthened lately, which can mean only one thing. Nick flatly tells her LaCroix has returned.

The end.

A Fate Worse than Death
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Written by Gillian Horvath

Directed by
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Daviau.................................... Christian Laurin
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French Soldier......................... David Danzon
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In a nice hotel room, a young brunette is putting the final touches on her appearance as she waits for her guy. He is outside, approaching the room. The bellboy delivering champagne to another room inspires him to order a bottle along with a Scotch and soda. The woman double-checks her appearance before asking someone unseen if they are ready. A gun barrel pokes out of a doorway and the gun's fired twice.

The guy enters the room and starts undressing. He does not see the girl so he looks around, including the other room. He calls the front desk after lying down on the bed. When he picks up his hand he sees blood on it, which causes him to look next to him and sees his date lying dead next to him. He freaks out and jumps up, off the bed.

Nick and Schanke are in the room discussing Schanke's healthy snack. Schanke tells Nick that because Myra's 50 year old cousin died of a heart attack, Myra has put him on a very low fat diet of rabbit food. That the cousin's wife was Hungarian and believed that food must be fat saturated. Nick teases Schanke about being on a high fat diet, to which Schanke comments that it is necessary for their job.

Nick examines the victim's robe, catching her scent. He asks Schanke what they have and learns that it's another dead hooker in a posh hotel room. When Nick inquires about the guy who found her, Schanke informs him that Barry Drake's in the bathroom tossing his cookies. That he ordered a bottle of champagne to be delivered and has no idea how the dead hooker got into his room. Schanke comments that the guy's probably a regular. Nick finds a wallet whose driver's license shows it to be Julie Beamer's.

Draper's questioned and tells them that he knew the girl, isn't a regular, and that some guy at the hotel bar told him that for $300 he'd get a night he'd never forget. Once he had paid, the guy gave him a room key. Nick finds a matchbook from the Raven in Julie's purse.

Inside the Raven, Nick and Schanke are talking with Janette. Nick asks her about the matchbooks and she tells him that Miklos thought it was too quiet, seeming to forget they are supposed to stay low profile. Schanke is not too tactful as he tells Janette that they found the matchbook on Julie Beamer's dead body and asks about her. Janette comments that Julie came there from time to time and that she has not seen the pimp recently. Schanke does not believe her and tells her that he will look around. As she walks away, he calls to Nick, who comments that he will be there soon. Nick comments to Janette that he did not think prostitution was one of the services offered. She crankily tells Nick that the women are welcome to take shelter for as long as they want to, but their pimps are not welcome at all. Janette reminds him that she is one of their kind and they're all ladies of the night.

Janette flashes back to Paris, France sometime between 1070 and 1100, when she was mortal and a prostitute. Her face shows how much she loathes it and the horrible situation. She sneaks into a dingy room to check on her very pregnant friend who is in so-so condition. Her friend tells her that she should have left as soon as she discovered her pregnancy and that if she had found out sooner she'd still be living with her husband in England. Janette's curiosity about the pregnancy experience shows. She tells her friend that wives do it for one man rather than 20 and wonders if it's any better. Janette's caught in there by her angry pimp and shoved towards the door. Her pain showing as he drags her out of the room. Her friend is upset because she is the reason why.

When Janette snaps back to the present, she is still disturbed by the memory. She tells Nick that Julie's pimp, Mason, killed her. Nick asks her how she knows this and she's a bit cranky as she tells Nick that Julie was Mason's favorite, among his large group, but at twenty-two she was old, and he likes them young. That last month Mason hit her so hard she was hospitalized, and then kicked out when she couldn't earn her keep. That she stayed at the Raven for a few days, then Mason took her back.

When Schanke returns and tells Nick that he struck out, Janette points them towards Celeste, telling them that she knew Julie. Nick kisses her in thanks. She nearly growls for him to get Mason.

Schanke approaches Celeste and his not so nice behavior causes her to tell him she is off duty in a cranky tone. Nick approaches and introduces himself as Nick Knight. She is pleased to see him until she learns he is a homicide cop.  Janette approaches and tells Celeste that it is okay, and that they are there about Julie. Celeste immediately tells them that it was not Mason.

Inside the precinct interrogation room Schanke and Cohen watch Nick's questioning of Celeste. Cohen questions his munching on vegetables and he tells her that his wife is concerned about his cholesterol. Schanke comments that Celeste puts up a good front to which Cohen reminds him that it is part of the job. Nick tells Celeste she is not helping and she asks what he wants. Nick asks her why she is protecting her friend's killer. She tells him that Morgan did not kill Julie and will not hurt her. Nick reminds her about Julie's three broken ribs and dislocated jaw, to which Celeste claims was from a fall and that Morgan did not hit her hard. Celeste denies being scared of Morgan, tells him that he took her in off the street and cares for her, that she owes him everything, that he is all she has. Nick tells her that he made her what she is and controls her. That she should not protect him.

When Nick, Schanke, and Cohen fail to get anything, Cohen releases Celeste. Cohen tells her two detectives to follow Celeste. Schanke knows he will head straight back to Morgan because she most likely has nowhere else to go.

Nick and Schanke follow Celeste's cab. They are spotted shortly after it stops and she gets out. She crosses the street to a couple of prostitutes and lets the detectives knows they were spotted. She walks over to the Caddy and asks if they were following her. Schanke comments that they are out on Patrol. After she leaves, he tells Nick that they have been made and is not happy to see he is alone.

Nick is tracking Celeste from the air. He watches her hurry to a door and enter the building. He listens to Mason demand to know why he has been waiting an hour, not happy to hear she was questioned by the cops. When she tells him it was about Julie's death and that he did not do it, he smacks her for bringing him into it. Nick barges in, identifies himself as a cop and tells him to leave Celeste alone.

Celeste is seated in the bullpen with a black eye. Nick is trying to help her out of that life by offering suggestions, options, and help. She tells him that now that she has had a taste of the good stuff she cannot go back. That her sister works for minimum wage and will never get a taste of the good life. She denies Nick's statement that she needs help and comments that you cannot ever start over, that you can only deal with what you have.

Nick excuses himself when he sees Natalie talking to Schanke. He walks over to them and learns that Mason cannot be the killer because he was at a party where it was being wiretapped and is on the tapes. Natalie reminds him that there is no murder weapon or fingerprints linking Morgan to the crime scene and that he had no blood or gunshot residue on his hands. Celeste is doing her best to catch the conversation. Natalie tells them that the shooter was approximately six inches shorter than Morgan was. Celeste is pleased to hear all of this.

Schanke comments that the Crown Prosecutor is not buying his attempt to get Morgan for procurement. Morgan's called Teflon because nothing seems to stick to him. Nick sees that Celeste realizes this and apologizes with his expression. She tells him she is not suicidal when he suggests pressing assault charges against him. She leaves.

Janette's at the Raven as the sun is rising. Celeste enters and orders a drink. When Miklos mentions they are closed, Janette tells him it is okay, so Celeste gets her drink. Mason enters and Janette reminds him that he is to stay out of her club. Mason tells her to stay out of his business and drinks Celeste's drink. Janette asks Celeste if she wants to stay, losing patience with Mason. Mason tells Janette that Celeste has somewhere, causing Janette to angrily comment that she did not ask him. When Celeste tries to go to Janette, Mason firmly pulls her away. Janette whammies Mason and pulls Celeste aside, and tells her she does not have to go with him. Celeste tells her that she does not know anything else. Morgan firmly and non-verbally tells Celeste that it's time to go and pays for the drinks. He gets his wrist hurt by Janette as she explains that she is not his honey. Mason angrily pulls Celeste from the club. Janette's gives his back a deadly glare as she crushes her wineglass.

She enters the loft and makes Nick shut the open blind, then starts in on a rant asking him how he could let Morgan go free and how he's supposed to rescue damsels in distress. How Morgan kills women slowly. Nick tells her there was no evidence to hold Morgan on and that he wants Morgan in prison, but needs proof. She angrily rants about Morgan making slaves out of women and asks what more proof Nick needs. Nick tells her that he will take care of it and Janette urges him to do it now. She rants that Nick should truly understand the horror of being controlled by someone else. His expression shows he does, but she tells him that he will never truly understand what it is like when every man believes that they own you. She is nearly in tears.

She flashes back to soldiers trying to have their way with her and her running to nuns for protection. How they ran from her when the soldier's told the nuns that she was a whore. Janette's cries for help are ignored as the man begins to rape her. She bites him and runs away. Her attacker is killed by LaCroix, whose glare scares her as well.

In the loft, Janette rants about a woman belonging to her father, then her husband, and then given to a servant if she can't produce an heir, or sold to a brothel if she stands in the way of a new marriage. She refuses to let Nick touch her as she tells him that very little has changed in the last 1,000 years. She angrily comments that no one pays much attention to another dead hooker. Nick asks what she wants him to do and when she tells him she wants Morgan to pay, he tells her it doesn't work like that and that his hands are tied. She tells him that hers are not.

At the precinct, Nick and Schanke are arguing over whether or not Celeste can be rehabilitated. Nick thinks so and Schanke does not because he's tried and failed too many times so he knows a hopeless cause when he sees one.

Nick visits Natalie in her lab and asks her if she thinks Celeste can be saved and hears that Celeste has to want to change, that Celeste is in a rough spot and that Nick's seen worse. When the tells her that Celeste would have a chance if they got Morgan, Natalie tells him that she likes him being a Good Samaritan and that it seems to agree with him. Schanke enters with bad news and tells them that they cannot charge Morgan for the murders because he is on the Federal wiretaps of another crook's birthday party.

Nick goes looking for Janette at the Raven and is not happy when Miklos is vague. Nick knows he is covering for Janette and where his vampire sister most likely went.

Outside, Nick takes to the air and lands by Morgan's door. He rushes inside and sees a vamped out Janette standing over a dead Morgan.

Natalie's finished examining the body, tells Nick that Morgan has not been dead long because the blood's barely congealed and apologizes for that comment. She tells them that the killer had a steady hand and asks if Janette did it. Nick reminds her that Janette would not use bullets.

Janette's bored and comments on Nick's spending every night at crime scenes. Nick tells her it's procedure. He teases Schanke when he sees his partner has gone back to his junk food diet. Schanke tells him that sugar is not going to kill him and celery will not save him so he is going to enjoy life. Schanke introduces Nick and Goodwin, a Vice cop. Natalie tells them that the bullet was a .9mm just like the one that killed Julie Beamer, and will check it for a match. When asked the odds on it matching, she tells them that she is pretty sure it will match. She comments on Mason's death being the end of it, and hears that the girls will just get a new pimp. That it is their version of mergers and acquisitions. That they do not know who the new boss will be. Nick subtly calms Janette. Goodwin wants to take Janette in for a series of tests, prints, photographing, and questioning, but due to the impending sunrise, Nick whammies him into believing Janette has been cleared. Natalie watches this and as they two vampires pass, begs them to teach her how to do it. They grin at her and leave.

Outside the Raven Janette tells Nick that she has seen enough of his career. He tells her that it's a living and that she didn't have to stay. She asks what it is like to live by mortal rules, and if it makes his life easier. When he tells her it does not, she asks why he does it. Why he doesn't just pick a side and act. He tells her that it helps him make the right choices. She chides him that he is old enough to know the difference between not guilty and innocent. She tells him that she is sorry she did not get to drain Morgan, but justice was done. Nick reminds her that Celeste is not free, but will only belong to someone else. Janette knows it is true as she watches Nick leave.

Janette flashes back to her time as a Paris prostitute. LaCroix touches her from behind, startling her. She tells him that she knows he has been doing it much longer than she realizes and that her pimp told him she is of noble blood. She tells him that he must meet her pimp's price and then she is his. LaCroix tells her that she can be so much more, but she must choose it because it is a gift that cannot be bought. That she must choose between coming with him and living, or staying and dying like her friend. That if she comes with him, no mortal will ever touch her without permission and live. That living forever is the best revenge. He sees that she's quite interested and sinks his fangs into her neck and begins to feed.

Schanke calls the loft and gets the answering machine. Nick hears his partner's comment that Goodwin's boys have not found Celeste so now it is their turn.

Later, the two detectives are in the caddy searching for Celeste, both knowing that she might not be cooperative. A prostitute tries to solicit them and after some questioning tells them that Julie and Celeste were a team.

In the precinct, Nick and Schanke are questioning Draper again, telling him that since he wasn't totally truthful they might have to interview all his family and friends, knowing he'd do anything to avoid it. Draper reluctantly admits that he paid the $300 for two girls for an hour.

Back in the Caddy, Schanke suggests that Celeste saw it all and is too scared to let anyone know what she saw. A call comes in over the radio, Goodwin telling them that he found Celeste in a cheap hotel and his babysitting her. Nick and Schanke head there.

Goodwin tells Celeste that he has a daughter her age and is trying to help Celeste see that she has options and that no matter how tough you are, things still get to you. She comments that he's nice, but reform isn't in her career plans as she pulls out her gun and shoots him twice before he can reach his gun.

Celeste enters the Raven at closing time crying that she needs protection, shocking Janette by hugging her.

Nick and Schanke arrive at the room and see Goodwin down, identify themselves as police as they enter. Nick comments that Goodwin did not feel threatened by the shooter or he would have had his gun out. Schanke comments that it means the killer was in the room the whole time. Schanke calls it in while Nick heads for the Raven.

Inside the Raven, Janette is listening to Celeste tell her that the killer came for her, that she has to get out of town and start over. That if she is forced to testify, he will kill her. Janette is contemplating a different sort of new start for Celeste. She tells Celeste that she can offer her a new beginning, where she alone decides who lives and dies for touching her without permission.

Janette flashes back to the brother and her joy as she drained the life out of her pimp, as he was raping a new arrival. LaCroix had pulled the man off the woman and held the terrified pimp against the wall for Janette to do with him as she pleased. He enjoyed watching his new daughter sink her fangs into the pimp and drain him. She comments that revenge is the best revenge.

Back in the present, Janette is about to sink her fangs into Julie's neck when Nick yells at her to stop, as he rushes into the club. He explains how Celeste killed Julie, Mason and a cop. Janette's features are normal. Celeste explains that it was the only way to get away. Janette asks Nick what the law says about a woman killing her abuser. Nick tells her that Celeste committed the three murders because they stood in her way of taking over Mason's operation. Janette's betrayal clearly shows on her face. Celeste tries to defend herself and when it does not work, she explains that she earned it and no one is going to take it from her. She shoots a vamped out, softly growling Janette three times. Nick has to keep Janette from attacking Celeste and is shot three times. Janette angrily tells Celeste that she was going to give her a wonderful gift, but should kill her for her betrayal. She tells a worried Nick that she is going to let the mortal justice system have Celeste. She makes Celeste forget she saw her as a vampire and then sleep.

Natalie removes the bullets from Janette, and is thanked and complimented on her skill. Nick gives her the bullets from himself and tells her where she is to say they came from. Natalie takes the evidence, her black bag and leaves.

Nick and Janette talk about Celeste once again being controlled by others. Janette comments that death would be easier and he comments that it would not give Celeste the chance to start over. She tells him that Celeste reminded her of herself, someone who destroys both friends and enemies. That she just wants Nick to be happy, and much to his surprise she tells him that she hopes he's right, that it's possible to start over again. Nick tells her that it's all about how one lives in captivity, how one must escape or die trying, no matter if they're mortal or vampire.

The end.
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In what looks like a scene from an old romance novel, Sophie is missing her lover, Christian. He arrives suddenly and makes her happy. She tells them they can be together and he kisses her neck. He is a vampire. He leaves to find his first kill, a female voiceover says.

It turns out to be Emily Weiss reading from her latest book, The Denied, on a television show. There are comments on Emily being bland as she is escorted to her dressing room, through the crowd of gathered fans, most wanting autographs.

Inside the dressing room, her boredom is momentarily relieved when the lights go out and she's attacked. The attacker is gone by the time the light comes back on a moment later. She looks in the mirror and sees two small round holes in her neck and a little blood running down her neck.

Schanke cannot believe Cohen wants them to baby-sit the writer, calling it a PR stunt. She reminds them that dead authors make them look bad, that it was attempted murder and the publisher's rep requested protection. She comments she is assigning them because they keep the same type of hours and she has arranged for a safe house. Schanke cannot believe it.

After they leave her office, Cohen pulls her copy of The Denied out of her desk, guiltily looking around, then starts reading. She seems to be about halfway through.

Schanke grumbles about homicide cops being assigned to babysitting detail and that Cohen is nuts for giving them the assignment. Nick seems a bit concerned.

Schanke and Nick enter the briefing room, introductions are made. The older woman with Emily is Gloria Chapman, from Harmon Books and the male is Andrew Marowski, her assistant. Emily and Nick seem to share some sort of connection. They discuss Gloria's concerns, especially since Emily refuses to cancel any of her appearances. Schanke's expression tells Nick he was right, it is a PR stunt. Emily explains it's not her first run in with overzealous fans and is sure that is what it is. Nick insists she see the medical examiner and get her wounds looked at.

Inside the Coroner's Office, Natalie looks at the pictures of the bite marks and determines they are definitely teeth marks, commenting that if it was a vampire it was scared off before it could do any real damage. Nick comments that Emily kept looking at him, that maybe she knows he is a vampire. Natalie comments that he's good looking and asks how could Emily know what he is. Nick tells Natalie that he has read Emily's books and she seems to have a sixth sense about vampires, which is extraordinary. Natalie tries not to sound too interested. Nick comments that he likes Emily's books and leaves. His comments make Natalie curious so she picks up her copy of The Denied and starts reading. Grace enters and knows exactly what page Natalie is on, making Natalie a little nervous. She is a little concerned that Grace might figure out Nick's secret.

Nick visits Janette at the Raven, telling her he needs to see LaCroix because someone in the Community tried to kill Emily Weiss earlier. Janette seems pleased as she tells him that many want to kill Emily, that Emily's books reveal too much about them, unlike the B movies or dime store novels which aren't taken seriously. Nick wants to protest, but knows she's right. Nick learns it could be LaCroix, and if it is, to be careful because he will not ally anyone to interfere. Nick tells her to let LaCroix know he's looking for him, kisses her and leaves. She watches him leave, as they still care for each other, even after all the centuries.

Nick arrives at the safe house.

Inside, Schanke is flipping through The Denied, disgust showing on his face along with confusion. Nick enters and sees Emily at her desk. Andrew and Gloria arrive a moment later. Schanke softly tells Nick that the book is filled with weird stuff and you would have to be a nut to fully enjoy it, especially the part where Christian drinks greedily from LaSalle's wrist. Schanke asks his partner what the big deal is about vampires, obviously not getting it. Gloria tells him that people like to read about taboos, that it's like intellectual voyeurism, which Schanke compares to Hard Copy, and she tells him he's close. Andrew comments that immortality is another reason. Nick asks Emily what she thinks, as she has been quiet. She's not sure what to say and tells them that it is a made up fairy tale. Nick asks if she doesn't believe in vampires, which she confirms, adding that she does keep their hours because she's always loved the night for it's silence, sweet scent and freedom. Nick is relieved and it shows. Schanke's not buying any of it and says so as he tells her they will take Emily's stuff upstairs.

Nick tells Emily that her books are not fairy tales, that they are full of power and passion. She seems disappointed that he does not see that in her. He tells her that it might be there, even if he does not see it. She comments on how people like her books, not her, which is fine with her. He is intrigued by her and she by him. He apologizes for disturbing her work and leaves.

Nick's at the loft. He's reading the book and puts himself into it as Christian. A now blonde Emily is Sophie. They kiss and he sends her off to marry Gaston. She is not happy and protests, loving him too much to ever love another man. He refuses to give in. LaCroix is in the book as LaSalle, Christian's evil master. LaSalle tells Christian that he knows what he must do to keep her for himself and asks why he is waiting. Christian tells him he is not a murderer, which LaSalle tells him is exactly what he is. In addition, he will be weak as long as he denies it. Christian comments that he was made a vampire on a whim and he will not do that to Sophie. LaSalle tries to get him to believe that he is free of any rules or guilt, but Christian refuses to give in. Nick breaks out of the novel inspired daydream and closes the book.

 An officer sits in his unmarked car across the street, protecting the safe house's exterior. It is storming.

Inside, Emily is getting ready for bed when she remembers Nick's earlier compliment and smiles, wondering if he could be right. Schanke's downstairs reading The Denied and making good progress. The stormy night is adding to the spookiness of the book. Emily further spooks Schanke by suddenly appearing by him, dressed. They talk about the book, once he gets over being embarrassed caught reading it. She is pleased he likes it.

Someone sneaks up and violently attacks McCabe from behind. There is a brief struggle before McCabe passes out against the car horn, startling Schanke.

Schanke runs out into the storm calling out McCabe's name, and when he sees the officer, he tells Emily to call for help. Schanke runs over to the car and is relieved to see McCabe is alive, even if he is unconscious.

An ambulance is there and paramedics are treating a now conscious McCabe's neck wound. Nick asks Schanke if he still thinks it is all a PR stunt, and Schanke comments that he is not sure. Schanke tells them they have nothing on who assaulted and bit McCabe that he moves fast. Gloria approaches and demands to know how the lunatic knew where Emily was, as it was supposed to be a secret. Andrew listens in. Nick comments that it happens sometimes, which only seems to agitate Gloria. Andrew asks who would want to kill a writer. Gloria brings up Solomon Rushdie. Nick asks Emily how she is doing and hears that she feels awful. She feels bad for the injured officer, and believes that it is all happening because of her. He reassures her the officer is fine. She tells him not to bother questioning her as she is remembering something that happened long ago.

LaCroix watches from across the street, curious to see what happens next.

Nick offers his loft as the new safe house, much to Gloria's disgust as it sounds like he is hitting on her. Schanke teases Nick about it. LaCroix's pleased. Nick is not at all happy when he senses LaCroix.

Inside the Raven, Nick asks Janette to watch over Emily because only a vampire can protect a mortal from another vampire. She tells him he's crazy and reminds him she believes Emily must die. Nick tells her that he knows he can trust her and knows it is a lot to ask, and appreciates her help. She looks disgusted as she tells him he has been spending too much time in the sun.

Nick and Janette enter the loft where Emily is waiting, and introductions are made. Nick reminds Janette to behave as he leaves, hoping everything will be okay, knowing he has no other choice. Emily seems a little nervous around Janette, which could be partly due to Janette eyeing her like prey.

In Natalie's office, she is still reading the book, totally engrossed in it. She places herself in the story as Sophie, with Nick as Christian.

She tells him that if she is so in love with him, that no one else will ever do. He is telling her that he must forget her because they can never be together. When tells him that she cannot, he shows her why she must, as he vamps out, scaring her. He tells her she is in love with a monster, which she denies. He pushes away all contact with her, despite how hard she tries to touch him. He tells her that he will always love her and protect her. They share a long passionate kiss before he pulls away and rushes out of the room, leaving her behind devastated and in tears, calling out for him.

Natalie lets out a small, startled yelp when Nick sneaks up behind her and sees her reading The Denied. Nick teases her and she gets a little defensive. He defuses the situation by telling her that the book's very accurate, but overly dramatic which surprises and pleases her. She tells him its too bad about the overdramatic parts.

Inside the loft, Janette asks Emily if she's falling in love with Nick and tells him that she does not know, but might be. Emily asks Janette if she is thirsty, not realizing that Janette is hungrily staring at her Jugular. Janette tells her she is debating that, making Emily even more nervous.

Inside the Coroner's Office, Natalie tells Nick that the attack on McCabe was not very well done for a vampire as she studies the pictures. She comments on how Emily and McCabe's bite marks were very similar, and can only give him a maybe when he asks if it was a vampire. He comments on it being a very clumsy vampire, if it was one. She comments that it could have been done that way on purpose to throw off suspicion, to which he admits is possible. She knows Emily is staying at the loft, thanks to Schanke. When she notices that something is bothering him she inquires, carefully watching his reactions. He comments that he does not want to see Emily get hurt, noticing the slight jealousy there. When she tells him that if he is attracted to Emily, he should act on it, he tells her that it's too dangerous. He leaves and she sports a small triumphant grin.

Inside the loft, Emily tells Janette that vampires do not really exist. Janette doesn't like the answer and tries to confirm what she says a bit mockingly, then tells her that maybe she'll have that drink. She vamps out and moves away, trying to regain control. Nick's comment that he trusts her runs through her mind, causing her to fight harder and regain control. She collapses on the couch next to Emily and does not sound too convincing when she tells Emily she is okay. Via telepathy, LaCroix tells Janette that she did good by not killing Emily, that it's not her job, but Nick's as he hovers over the skylight.

Nick and Schanke are searching the crime scene. Schanke is grumbling that they will not find anything new. Nick finds a red jewel-like item in a sewer grate and hands to Schanke, and telling him to check it out.

Nick faces LaCroix across the street. LaCroix scolds Nick for not doing his duty and killing Emily because she is a threat to the Community.

Back at the loft, Nick arrives home and sees a not so happy Janette. She tells him that LaCroix wants him to kill Emily and he tells her that he knows it. She teasingly comments on LaCroix making Nick and asks if he can trust him. She leaves.

Emily comments on Janette being beautiful and fascinating, to which Nick agrees. She enquires how they met and learns a mutual acquaintance set them up, and they are just friends. She notices he is reading her book. Nick asks Emily why she writes about vampires and is surprised when she tells him that she finds them more human because of their struggles, their terrible secrets and overpowering desires. Nick sees that someone mortal finally, truly understands what it is like to be a vampire. She also tells Nick about a friend's suicide when she was young and how it was due to one-sided love, his. She sees how interested he is in what she is saying and comments that she is telling him things she can barely tell herself. They find themselves further drawn to each other. She tells him about Frankie Curtain, he lived across the street and how they used to read Shelley and Poe together. She tells Nick that Frankie killed himself because he deeply loved her, but she could not return the feelings. That she tries not to let anyone in so she will not be hurt that badly again. His expression shows how completely he understands. She tells him she writes to bury the longing, the desire, and the passion. They kiss. He tries to pull away but she wants more. They kiss again and then he tells her that he is pulling himself away, even though it hurts him. She walks away and Nick is disturbed by his attraction to her, upset and hurt that he cannot give her what she wants. She heads off to bed as she has a big night. Nick thinks about one more relationship he wants, but cannot have.

Nick and Schanke are talking while watching over Emily at a book signing. The guy from the TV interview crowd is in line and is a bit antsy. Schanke grumps that the lab guys are teasing him about the piece of cut glass Nick had Schanke get checked out. Emily approaches with writer's cramp and comments on the quill pen era. Schanke comments on the bringing across scene not sounding accurate, getting lighthearted teasing from Nick on how Schanke knows what the real way would be and how it's a nice break from the comics. Schanke gets a compliment from Emily on liking the book.

Schanke puts himself into the book as LaSalle, dressed very stereotypically and sounding very evil as he tells Christian that that he has to destroy Sophie or that he (LaSalle) will. He kills Gaston as Sophie watches horrified. LaSalle shows her what he has done as a big favor to her. Nick's Christian again, and enters, calling out to LaSalle. There is a brief disagreement and tug of war over Sophie before Christian wins. Christian tells her to hurry and get out of there, which she does. LaSalle tells Christian that he killed the husband so Christian is free to take Sophie without guilt. Christian throws LaSalle out as LaSalle warns Christian to do his duty or be destroyed, laughing evilly as he leaves, cape over his face. Schanke wakes up startled and unsettled by his dream.

LaCroix arrives to taunt Nick about mortals having no idea what they are, even with all their psychology, pointing out a guy who is going to be trouble. Right on cue the guy rushes the table in totally obsessed fan-stalker mode, demanding to know why there hasn't been a response to his thousands of letters. Emily is scared. Nick pulls him away and when Schanke has the perp, rushes back to check on Emily. He tells Emily and Gloria, who are both shaken up, that they believe they got their guy.

Inside the precinct, Cohen tells Nick and Schanke that the obsessed stalker they are presently struggling to hold onto is not their attacker because a letter came in after they grabbed the guy at the bookstore. The three cops are not happy because it means they have the wrong man in custody. The note says that he is still near her, will always watch over her and they cannot stop him.

Emily's now quite attractive as she is reading with passion from her book. Nick is in the audience, still drawn to her, as she is to him.

Emily is Sophie this time and Nick is Christian. She then asks him to bring her across, which he denies telling her he will not bring her into his hell. She tells him that denying his true nature is living in hell. He asks how she can accept him when he is neither living nor dead, and she tells him that is how she is when she is not with him. She tells him she wants to spend forever with him. Christian kisses her, takes her and brings her across, unable to resist her any longer.

Applause breaks out as she finishes. Gloria notices the major positive changes. Schanke and Nick arrange to get Emily back to the dressing room safely. Gloria praises her enthusiastic reading and she tells her that she has never been so inspired before. Her whisper to Nick that he is her Christian surprises and worries him.

Natalie's in her office studying the bite mark pictures of Emily and McCabe when she makes a major discovery.

Nick is trying to figure what he is sensing, as he spots the panther headed cane. He notices that one of its glass eyes is missing. Andrew intercepts him before he can get any closer telling Nick that they will have to fight off the crowds to get Emily to the dressing room. Schanke, Gloria and Andrew escorts her to her dressing room while Nick looks around, sensing something.

Schanke half jokingly tells Emily to scream if she needs him and leaves the cop outside to guard the door.

Inside the room, the panther headed cane is hiding behind a chair. Emily comments on what a character Schanke is. Andrew tells her that maybe she will write about him next because she is writing about people she knows and that he is Christian. She disagrees and tells him that she does not know any real vampires. The conversation is unnerving her. He's deluded and shows her the panther headed cane, missing one of its red jewel-like eyes. When he caresses he cheek with the cane she's terrified and asks what he's dong. He tells her that he is Christian, and that there is no need to fear him. She tries to explain that Christian is just a character she created but it only angers him, causing him to comment that she drew the characters from the people around her. When she suggests they talk with Detective Knight, he is angered.    He tells her he will destroy Knight if he gets in the way. He tells her there is escape as he grabs her from behind and tells Sophie they will be together forever.

Natalie rushes into the lobby and tells Nick that she ran a blood test on McCabe's bandages, which showed two distinct blood types.  This can only happens when a vampire has recently fed, and then it's full of their digestive enzymes, and her samples were pure. Nick comments that it is a human suffering from the major delusion that he is a vampire. Nick remembers the cane and the line that the perp would always be near her and watch over her, along with LaSalle commenting that the panther kills to survive, but is it a murderer? Nick sees the cane is missing and runs to the Emily's dressing room, Natalie right behind him, telling her that the cane is missing. Nick bursts into the dressing room when Schanke tells Nick that Emily is alone with Andrew.

Schanke cannot believe it when Nick tells them it is Andrew. The only thing inside the room is the panther headed cane Andrew left behind. Nick hands the cane to Natalie and takes off for the roof where Andrew is taking Emily via the fire escape.

Up on the roof, the delusional Andrew has a terrified Emily out on the edge. He tells her that it is the only way for them to be together. Nick rushes out and Emily fills him in. Andrew calls him LaSalle and tells him to back off. Nick vamps out and plays along to save Emily. Andrew freaks out and runs away from Nick. LaCroix catches him and drains him against Nick's protest. He tosses Andrew's body to the street below. He orders Nick to kill Emily. She is a little surprised to see Nick really is a vampire. Nick whammies her into forgetting she saw him and LaCroix vamped out and that she will live her passions and never write about vampires again. When she snaps out of the whammy, LaCroix is not happy but satisfied and leaves. Nick acts professional as he helps her down off the ledge. She sees Andrew's body splattered on the street below and takes it hard. She tells him that it is happening again, and that she will never write another vampire novel.. Nick calls her Ms. Weiss as he escorts her off the roof.

At the loft, Natalie tells him that his feelings for Emily were human. Nick doubts her, reminding her that he nearly destroyed Emily. That by not taking her, he sacrificed his needs and that is very human. She comments that nothing will be the same after love, causing Nick to realize she is quoting the last line of The Denied. She tells him what he felt for Emily has brought him closer to what he wants to be, adding how love can be a bitch. He looks at her sadly as he tells her he wishes, but does not finish the sentence, looking away instead. She knows exactly what he's saying as she bites her lip so she won't grin as he was talking about his feelings for her, which are the same feelings she has for him. She tells him good night and leaves, seeing an even sadder look on his face. She stops briefly but does not say anything as she knows there is nothing to say. She lets the lift door close.

The end.
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Inside a warehouse, a woman in her sixties is tied to a chair terrified and crying. A

tray full of surgical tools is visible, as are the cold dark eyes of a man. He asks where Katherine is.

It is now a crime scene. Schanke does not know who the victim is, but Nick does.

Nick flashes back to 1953 Toronto. Madelyn frantically bangs on the garage door calling out Katherine's name. Katherine's inside the garage unconscious from the car exhaust fumes, looking as if she had been placed there. Nick hears the commotion and runs out to the garage calling Katherine's name. When there is no response, his eyes turn yellow. He tries to keep Madelyn from seeing, but she does, backing away in fear, asking what sort of creature he is. Nick grabs the garage door handle.

At the crime scene, Schanke sees the way Nick looks at the victim and asks if he know her. Nick says he does not, tossing the sheet over her face. Schanke is not sure Nick's telling the truth, but is not going to push it.

Inside Natalie's office, she is doing an external examination of the victim, telling her tape recorder the ligature marks on the victim's wrists and ankles show she was bound tightly. Blunt trauma to the occipital region caused massive intracranial bleeding. Nick arrives. She tells them Jane Doe was tortured to death, and died at least twenty-four hours ago. She asks if there is any ID. Nick tells her Metro does not know who she is. Natalie recognizes Nick's expression, commenting he does. He admits he knows the victim from a lifetime ago. Her name's Madelyn Pinchot. He tells Natalie he met Gordon and Katherine Barrington in London in the fifties when Gordon flew for the RAF and she worked for the Red Cross. They became close friends and corresponded after the Barrington's moved to Toronto after the war. They did not see each other until an urgent telegram from Katherine.

Nick tells Natalie about it as he flashes back to his arrival at the Barrington residence. Nick tells Madelyn he's Nicholas Hammond and wishes to see Katherine Barrington, hearing she is not taking visitors. Nick hands over a partial picture, telling Madelyn he is sure she will see him. Madelyn tells him to wait there and goes to see Katherine. Moments later Katherine comes to the door. Nick nervously paces outside. They are pleased to see each other again, wishing it hadn't taken Gordon's death. She tells Nick she hoped he would keep the picture. His half has Katherine and Gordon sitting at a restaurant table. She is quite sad as she tells him he looks good, asking about his trip. He tells her it was good and he's very sorry to hear about Gordon, then asks about her. She tells him the worst is over, most the guests are gone and the funeral's tomorrow. She wraps her arms around him thanking him for his support and comfort as she cries on his shoulder. He holds her close.

Natalie asks how Madelyn fits in. Nick tells her Madelyn was Katherine's private secretary and personal confidante, almost like the sister she never had. Natalie's eager to hear the rest of it, prodding Nick to tell her. Nick tells her Madelyn and Katherine disappeared without a trace shortly after his arrival, further arousing her curiosity. Schanke's arrival prevents her from learning more. Schanke's annoyed Nick did not tell him where he was going. Schanke tells them they got a match on a missing person's report and need to go. She asks Nick how they disappeared. Nick grins, telling her they had help from an expert. Natalie grins, sure what happened, and likes it.

Nick and Schanke see a sign for Madame Natasha's psychic readings on the door, and are told to enter before they can knock. Ava Franklin tells them a poltergeist did not trash the place, neither did robbers as nothing is missing. When she shakes Nick's hand, she gets a mental glimpse of Madelyn dead from being tortured. Nick asks how she knows this. She tells them she's Madam Natasha's student. Madam Natasha was helping her refine her unpredictable gift. She has visions, premonitions that sometimes come true. They learn Madame was first reported as missing three days ago when she missed a lecture, which she never does. Ava tried to contact Natasha but could not. Nick asks if there was anything unusual before Madame disappeared. Ava tells them about the old guy who visited and argued with Madame. Schanke asks for a description and hears the old guy had a powerful aura. He asks for something that could be pulled out of a lineup. She says the guy was about six feet tall and had broad shoulders.

Nick flashes back to 1953 Toronto. Katherine says goodbye to those paying their respects. Jeremy Stanton, a six-foot tall, broad shouldered guy patronizes her as he offers his sympathy. She tells Jeremy she will manage. He patronizingly tells her to call if she needs anything. She's annoyed and tells Jeremy he has done enough. He wants to talk to her tomorrow about pressing matters before the board, and hears the board can wait. He tells her they have already voted and assured him they had have her full consent, she just has to sign. He is cut off by her telling Jeremy to talk to Madelyn.

In the present, Nick asks Ava if she saw anything else. She gets a few flashes of people dancing, a disco ball spinning, telling Nick about them. Schanke asks if they can look around. Ava points out the bedroom. Nick and Schanke examine the bedroom and find nothing useful for the case. Schanke tells Nick Ava is not playing with a full deck, along with a table-levitating thing his grandmother and her friends used to do. They asked dead people skill-testing questions. Schanke loudly comments they should bring in forensics. Nick uncovers a cross, pleased to see Schanke didn't notice his much milder response to it. He examines a silver lamp base, finding half a picture inside. It is a picture of Katherine with an odd shadow next to her.

Inside the bullpen, a copy of Wealth Magazine is on Nick's desk, Jeremy Stanton is one of the three men on the cover. The headline is about the Barrington Stanton deal of the decade. Nick holds up the woman's picture to magazine's and asks a passing officer to blow up the woman's picture as large as he can without losing definition. The officer takes the picture and leaves. Schanke recognizes Stanton. He cannot believe it when Nick tells him Stanton is a suspect, seeking confirmation it is the Stanton on the magazine cover. Nick confirms it. Schanke reminds Nick how well politically connected Stanton is. Schanke tells Nick he does not see how Stanton could be involved. Nick states he knows Stanton killed Madame Natasha. Schanke's shocked, telling Nick if he can make it stick, he will build him a shrine. Schanke shows Nick the thick computer printout on Madame Natasha containing her life history. Nick tells him it is remarkable, slightly sarcastic. Schanke tells him real detective work is research. Nick tells him to keep an eye on Stanton and leaves.

Nick flashes back to 1953 Toronto. Katherine comments she's the Barrington of Barrington Industries and does not know how to run a corporation. It is overwhelming. Nick suggests letting Stanton run the daily operations. She tells Nick it is a constant struggle with Stanton. Nick suggests she sell her part of the company and reinvest, start over. She's young and has time. She tells him she does not think Gordon would want that, since he worked so hard to build the company, and a part of her enjoys frustrating Stanton, keeping him in check. Katherine comments she loves the Auburn Gordon gave her as a birthday gift. The hood ornament looks like an angel standing against the wind. She remembers Gordon flying missions over Germany and every day fearing he would not come home. She steeled herself for it, and when the war was over, she stopped. She is near tears. Nick comforts her. She admits she possibly took life with Gordon for granted, wishing she was anywhere else, even closer to tears. Nick tells Katherine her happiness should be the most important thing.  It is what Gordon would have wanted, and it is only business. She tells Nick Jeremy Stanton murdered her husband and she will be next.

In the bullpen Nick is looking at Commerce Weekly's headline about the honeymoon between Barrington Stanton and Tokyo being over. Cohen asks Nick what he has on Jane Doe, learning she's Natasha Perry and she did psychic readings and related things. She has only lived in town for the past few years. Cohen asks why someone would want to torture a quiet old lady to death. Nick says he does not know but forensics is still going over the apartment. Cohen comments they live in a sick world.

Nick flashes back to 1953 again and enters Captain Norton's office. Nick tells him he wants to discuss Gordon Barrington's death on behalf his wife, who believes it was not an accident. Nick hears that grief does strange things to a widow's imagination, Norton's nose is still buried in his paper. Norton says Barrington died in a car accident, and rarely drove himself. If he had, maybe he would be alive. He was speeding and when the road went one way, he went the other. Gordon's car was found at the bottom of Scarborough Bluffs, ending that sad story. They may not be Scotland Yard, but they know what they are doing. Nick inquires why they did not question Stanton over his falling out with Gordon. Norton explains that Stanton is a pillar of the community and if they had their way, he would be the pope. Stanton shares Nick's concern about Barrington's unfortunate demise. When Nick does not leave, Norton returns to his paper and ignores Nick.

Someone's hiding on the dark street outside of Natasha's apartment building, and is handed an envelope of money. They pull out a garrote, ready for their victim.

Nick enters the Raven, finds Janette in the wine cellar, and tells her needs to get in touch with Aristotle. She asks if he is moving on, hearing he is not leaving yet, and she would miss him too much. She tells him she will see what she can find out. They kiss. She wishes he did not have to run off.

Nick flashes back to 1953 again. Katherine's car is in the foreground. She's about to start her car when a black gloved hand covers her nose and mouth with a cloth. She struggles and quickly passes out. The engine is started, the rope/wire working the garage door is cut. The assailant escapes under the closing garage door. Madelyn walks over to the garage, calling out Katherine's name. Katherine is unconscious inside the garage, as it quickly fills with exhaust fumes. Nick hears Madelyn's anguished cries along with the pounding and rushes to the garage. He vamps out and forces the door up, scaring Madelyn when she sees his face. Exhaust fumes billow out as Nick rushes in and rescues Katherine. He sets the coughing Katherine on the grass a distance from the garage, kneeling beside her as her arms wrap around him. He comforts her. Madelyn keeps her distance, still afraid of Nick. Katherine starts to tell Nick a man attacked her, changing her mind, telling him she is thankful he was there. Madelyn's still scared and tells them Nick changed. Nick's expression and heart sink. He is hoping he will not lose two more friends because of his vampirism scaring them off. Katherine asks Nick what he is.

At the loft, Natalie carries their dinner to the coffee table, asking Nick if he told Katherine and Madelyn what he was. Nick admits he did, and he made Madelyn forget. He tells her some friendships are deeper than others, and some people you trust with your soul as he gently caresses her hair. She looks at him with a smile. He rhetorically asks her how often that's happened to him in 800 years, as they both know the answer is not often. Natalie asks how Katherine took it and hears she was fascinated, and somewhat understanding of what Nick had been through. Natalie comments that it was Jeremy Stanton who tried to kill Katherine. Nick explains Stanton tried to make it look like a suicide, not thinking anyone would question him. It would look like a grieving woman took her own life after her husband's funeral. Nick knew it was only a matter of time before Stanton went after Katherine again. Natalie seems a little surprised, but not totally surprised.

Nick flashes back to 1953. Katherine tells him they should go to the police. Nick tells her he did and Stanton might have them all in his pocket. She tells him she cannot wait around for Stanton to try again. Nick tells her he has had to leave one life and start another many times, because of what he is. It is difficult, but possible. She tells him nothing is keeping her there. He tells her he knows someone who can make Katherine Barrington disappear, giving her a new identity and a new beginning. When Katherine asks about Madelyn, Nick says she can come if she wants. Katherine points out if she leaves, Stanton wins. Nick tells her it's not true because Gordon left her fifty-one percent of the company. She can have a proxy sent from a different part of the world each year so it cannot be traced. As long as the signature can be verified, Stanton cannot assume control. Katherine comments she used to dream of a family with Gordon, not finishing the sentence. Nick tells her dreams are portable. He carries his with him.

Natalie asks where Katherine is. Nick tells her he does not know. Natalie comments she though he took her to someone who would make her disappear. Nick confirms he did. Then it was out of his hands. Natalie comments they did an excellent job, slightly sarcastic. Nick comments the person who arranged it all is probably the best in the world and it was dumb luck that lead Stanton to the chance meeting with Madelyn. Nick answers the telephone, learning from Schanke that Ava Franklin is dead.

Inside Natasha's apartment, Schanke believes her, commenting she might have known something after all. Natalie tells Nick and Schanke it was a single shot to the back of the head execution style, and was probably a nine-millimeter. Schanke comments it is the same MO as Madame. Someone was probably pressing her for info she would not give. Natalie heads off to her office. Schanke tells Nick he hopes he still does not think Stanton did it because he checked out squeaky clean. Nick comments Stanton paid someone to do it. A cranky Schanke tells Nick he would not hold out on his partner. Nick says he will fill him in when he is sure.

Nick is inside the Barrington Stanton Industries building. He enters Stanton's office, telling Stanton he is pleased he agreed to see him so quickly. He asks Nick if they have met somewhere before because Nick looks vaguely familiar. Nick denies it, saying he would remember if they had. Nick tells Stanton about Natasha Perry's murder and comments Ava had seen him there beforehand.  Stanton explains that she bore an uncanny resemblance to someone he thought had died years ago, surprised to see her walking down the street. He learned that she was not who he thought she was, and left. Nick asks if that is the only time they spoke. Stanton asks if Nick is implying he is involved with her death. Nick's tone turns more interrogating, commenting she's dead the day after they fight, asking if he is wrong to assume there might be a connection. Stanton is disturbed.  Nick tells Stanton he knows it's a stressful time for him with the Tokyo deal falling through, and how one vote stood between him and a half a billion dollar commission, Katherine Barrington's vote. Stanton looks at Nick surprised, not sure what to make of it because Nick knows more than most homicide detectives should.

Nick's at the loft studying the blown up picture found at Madame Natasha's but it is not providing any new clues. Janette calls to tell him Aristotle will see him. Nick studies the picture knowing there is a clue, if no the answer.

Aristotle's office has racks of optical data disks, multiple hard drives and several monitors. There are no windows, decorations or fancy furniture. Aristotle looks like an older bookworm, and if he were mortal, one might suggest decaf. Nick enters and Aristotle asks if it's time to move on, suggesting many places.  Nick cuts in, telling him he's not going anywhere, but is looking for a friend Aristotle helped make disappear years ago. Aristotle tells Nick he knows the rules.

Nick flashes back to 1953 as he visits Aristotle. All of Aristotle's records are on paper. He tells Nick he should stay away from the States because they would mistake him for a commoner. Nick tells Aristotle he wants him to help two mortal friends disappear because their lives are in danger. Aristotle reminds Nick that if the Enforcers hear about it they are dead. He refuses to do it. Nick reminds Aristotle he still owes Nick for the Battle of Hastings. When Aristotle tries to brush it off, Nick brings up the Inquisition. Aristotle's a bit embarrassed about that one and reluctantly agrees to help. Nick tells him he would not do it if it wasn't a matter of life and death. Aristotle gets total control over all the details and they must live everything behind. No one will know where they are once they leave his office. Nick agrees, thanks him and leaves.

In the present, in Aristotle's office, an agitated Aristotle tells Nick no. Nick asks Aristotle to point him in the right direction. Aristotle tells Nick he does not give out any information to anyone even under torture. He tells Nick he is a detective, so go find them himself. Nick's not happy, but knows Aristotle is right.

In 1953 at the Barrington residence, Madelyn sticks two suitcases into the Auburn as Nick arrives. Nick and Aristotle get out of the car. Aristotle takes the suitcases while Nick tells Katherine she cannot take the car. She protests, stating Gordon gave it to her. Nick holds firm, telling her those are the rules. He reminds her there can be no loose ends. She touched the car one last time as a goodbye. She gives Nick a black and white picture to remember her and Gordon by. He tells her he will always remember them. They share a kiss on the lips. He tells her to have a good life and they say goodbye. She sadly looks at Nick as the car with her, Madelyn and Aristotle pulls away. Nick watches.

Inside Jeremy Stanton's office, he learns one of his people found Katherine. Stanton comments it is about time. The guy tells Stanton he was right about the safety deposit box being a dead drop. Ava Franklin was the go between. He found some letters. Stanton inquires about Katherine's whereabouts and is told to let him handle it because the cops are too close. Stanton tells his thug to keep the cops at bay because he wants the pleasure of dealing with Katherine Barrington himself. He demands to know her location.

Inside the loft, Nick and Natalie are staring at the blown up picture. She tells him not to blame himself, people who want to be lost are hard to find. He reminds her he knows all about disappearing acts. She suggests trying a different angle. Katherine might have made a mistake, let down her guard after all these years. Nick spots the clue he has been looking for. He shows Natalie the shadow, telling her it looks familiar. Then it hits, it's the hood ornament from Katherine's 1936 Auburn. Natalie says she thought Katherine had to leave everything behind. Nick confirms it, stating she could have bought another one.

The Celidh Art Centre is having a senior dance. The room is full of lively seniors dancing to old-fashioned music. Katherine Barrington is dancing with her husband, George. They seem very happy together. She thanks him for bringing her back to a favorite place from her youth. He teases her for revealing a bit of her mysterious past. They kiss. The love between them quite evident. She tells him she loves him.

In the bullpen, Schanke is typing, telling Nick if he keeps at Stanton, he is in for a lot of grief. Cohen approaches and tells him about the nasty call she got from Stanton's lawyers, telling him to immediately stop harassing Stanton, unless he wants to spend the rest of his career chasing stray dogs. Nick tells her Stanton killed Madame Natasha and probably Ava Franklin too. Cohen tells Nick to make sure it is rock solid or Stanton's friends in the Mayor's office will hang him out to dry. Schanke's printout finally comes up. He tells Nick he doesn't understand why Nick's interested in 1936 Auburns, telling him two are still registered in Ontario, one's in a museum. Nick rips the sheet of paper out of Schanke's hand before he can read the other name and hurries out. Schanke grumbles Nick's unsaid thanks.

Stanton's thug is watching the precinct. Nick pulls away and is followed. Before long, Nick notices, pulls off the main road and stops. The thug pulls up and approaches the driver's window, ready to shoot Nick, but the car is empty. He backs up and runs into Nick at the trunk. Nick takes thug's gun and tosses it to the ground while tossing the thug over the car. Nick grabs the thug and angrily asks for confirmation that Stanton is his boss. When the thug does not say anything, Nick growls and the thug admits it. Nick has to get even nastier to learn Stanton knows exactly where Katherine is. Nick drops the gagged and probably cuffed thug into the trunk of the Caddy, then calls Schanke and tells him where to pick up suspected killer of Ava Franklin and possibly Madame Natasha. He tells Schanke that he is going to Hamilton to pick up Katherine.

Nick takes to the sky and lands at Katherine's house, which is slightly smaller than her last one. Parked in the driveway is the 1936 Auburn. Nick heads into the house from the side. He enters through the kitchen, checks through the small stack of mail, and finds nothing. Something on the fridge catches his attention. He sees pictures of Katherine and George. Their happiness and love shines through. He sees the large, colorful poster for the dance, triggering a flashback to Ava telling him she saw music, people dancing and a spinning ball. It is an invitation only ballroom dance at the Celidh Art Centre on May third at eight pm. Nick rushes out of the house.

In the Celidh Art Centre, the disco ball spins overhead. Jeremy Stanton watches Katherine and George dancing from the balcony. He shoves a clip into his gun and aims. Nick flies high over the city on his way there. The music stops and everyone applauds. George tells Katherine he will get their coats. As soon as Katherine is alone, she hears a voice. She turns around and gets an unexpected and unpleasant surprise, Jeremy Stanton. Her hatred and anger show as she asks how he found her. Stanton lies, telling her Madelyn told him. Katherine angrily tells him Madelyn would never tell, learning Stanton had her tortured and she kept her silence. She is horrified. Stanton tells her Madelyn's dead, and she will be dead very soon, aiming his weapon at her chest. He asks her why she made his misery her life's work. He is getting closer to the breaking point. She tells him she disagreed with him, which was her right. Nick lands outside the center. Stanton's more upset as he tells her he built her fortune, asking why she ruined the deal, which would have capped his career. He admits to killing her husband. She's shocked and hurt. He tells her it is her turn, aiming his gun at her. Nick lands near him. When he turns to see who it is, Nick grabs the gun. He pins Stanton's arm behind his back, shocking Katherine. Nick is wondering how she will react. She slowly approaches, touches his cheek, commenting it really is him. Nick's surprised but pleased, giving her a warm grin, gently calling her old friend. She grins back at him.

Inside the loft as the sun sets, Nick and Katherine are looking at the photo album full of black and white pictures, enjoying catching up. Both are happy to see each other again. She tells him about the pictures. He remembers some of them. They come to the ripped picture of Madelyn and Katherine feels bad because she died protecting her. Nick tells her she cannot blame herself for Stanton's ruthlessness. Katherine comments Madelyn was loyal to the end, just like Nick has been. Nick asks why she returned after all these years. She tells him that in spite of Aristotle's rules, she and her husband George have memories here and she thought after all the years it would be safe. He kisses her hand. She tells him she did not find it hard leaving one life for another. She did not miss Katherine Barrington. Nick smiles, telling her he did. She smiles back. He tells her the company is hers, and hears she does not want it, she never did. They can sell it. Stanton's in jail and cannot profit. Everything she wants is right there. She turns the page and asks Nick if he still has the picture she gave him. He pulls it out of his pocket and hands it to her. She puts her half with his picture next to his half with her and Gordon's picture together.

The end.
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Inside the Luminology basement, Vincent Cardelli shuts off the circuit breaker box in the basement and stands on a metal stepladder to trace some suspicious wiring. Someone dumps a mop bucketful of water beneath him and then turns the juice back on with a wooden mop handle. Vincent Cardelli is electrocuted. The killer sneaks away.

Inside the bullpen, Cohen learns there has been no word from Nick for two weeks. Schanke tells her Nick had to get into the core group. The Luminologists are very tight and trust no one outside their group. He went down there after the Cardelli kid was fried found getting information nearly impossible. Cohen reminds them who the boy's father is, hearing Schanke remark he is Councilor Cardelli, the guy who signs their paychecks. She tells him the Councillor wants to see action ASAP, and he is to find out what Knight is up to. Schanke reminds her they cannot just go busting in there as she walks away. Schanke grumbles to no one that if they do, they jeopardize the whole investigation.

The leader of the Luminology cult, Matthew, tells his group people think they worship the sun, commenting those people have them mixed up with Californians. The group of men and women, old and young laugh. Matthew tells them the sun is their symbol, their focus point. It helps facilitate their meditation. He tells them they are scientists. Their bodies are their laboratories where they conduct their experiments and make their discoveries. He points to his head telling them it is where the problem is. All the old, bad, awful stuff is in their minds. He comments he's so guilty, is such a bad person, has done things no one can ever forgive him for, and can't forgive himself, quoting what others say about themselves. He looks at Nick during forgive himself. It hits pretty close to home for Nick.

Nick flashes back to 1921-1924 Sudan, near Khartoum. A nighttime archeological dig is in progress. Nick learns Thomas' discovery makes the discovery of Tutankhamen's tomb pale in comparison. Nick learns the Kush date back almost 3000 years and are said to have amassed an impressive store of medical knowledge. Thomas tells Nick they both believe vampires are not beyond redemption, even if it took him 1600 years to realize it. He asks Nick if he would be shocked to learn the Kush came to the same conclusion a thousand years before Thomas' time. They knew about vampires and might have found a cure. Thomas proposes they search for the cure together. Nick seems wary.

In the bullpen, Natalie is surprised Nick has not contacted Schanke by now, and is a little worried. He tells her Nick probably cannot get away without blowing his cover. She comments he should be able to get a message out, as he is one of the most resourceful people she knows. She asks if Schanke thinks Nick's in trouble. He reassures her it's a kindergarten for recently paroled inner children and aren't dangerous.

Matthew tells the group it is about energy they can see, feel and measure. They must learn the science of receiving and open themselves up to it so it can clean them out. Nick seems to believe him. Later, Holly enters and tells Matthew David has a gun and is threatening to kill himself. They all run to David. Nick's moving boxes and follows them.

Matthew walks up to David while the others crowd around the door. David is quite upset. He tells Matthew he does not want to be stopped. Matthew comments his parents came to see him again. David tells Matthew his parents want him back but he does not want to go. Matthew tells him he does not have to go anywhere he does not want to and will make his parents respect his choices. David tells him it is the same as before, everything is all screwed up. Matthew tells him the past is no more, it has been swept behind them. Matthew kneels beside David, telling him he's a member of a new family who want him to stay with them, they believe in him and share his dreams. They can make him whole again. Mathew takes David's gun and embraces him. Holly calls it a miracle. Nick is somewhat impressed, but is not sure what to make of it or what to believe.

David is lying on the couch, a silver disk on his forehead as others watch. Matthew tells David to visualize the energy of the sun filling his body. When David says it is far away, Matthew tells him to reach for it, to let the brightness cure him, fill him with knowledge. Nick's affected and has a sad, hurt look on his face.

Nick flashes back to Khartoum. Inside a tent, Thomas spreads out an ancient document covered with Egyptian hieroglyphics, shows Nick the symbol of a creature of the dark world and an underworld creature drawing sustenance from the life force of the living. Nick asks about the cure. Thomas shows him a different document showing one of the underworld creatures standing in the sun and surviving. Their cure is within the documents, they just have to unlock the words. Thomas asks if Nick's familiar with the works of Helen Ruskin-Slater. Nick tells Thomas she is the finest translator of hieroglyphics in the world. Thomas needs Nick to convince her to join their team. To help them find their Holy Grail. Nick says he will see what he can do, pleasing Thomas.

In the Luminology building, Matthew picks Nick to go next.

Councillor Cardelli is going ballistic in Cohen's office, demanding to know what's going on, even if it endangers the investigation. He yells at Schanke when he does not know where Knight is. Schanke accidentally reveals their secret, that Nick is undercover in the cult. Cardelli comments Schanke knows his son was murdered and he knows Guru Matthew had something to do with it. Cohen tells them she is confident Detective Knight can do it. Cardelli tells them he hopes that at least Knight is doing his job and storms out. Schanke's expression shows his disbelief. Cardelli does not understand you cannot take your suspicions, arrest someone and pound the truth out of them if you want to be able to send them to prison. You need evidence.

Inside the Luminology room, Nick lies on the couch while Matthew presses one of the silver disks on his forehead, telling him it will help him focus. He reminds Nick of the healing powers of the sun, which is channeled into them. Nick is trying to relax. Matthew tells Nick to visualize the sun's healing rays filling his body and soul, seeking out the dark recesses and filling them with the perfect white light. Nick sees more and more disturbing images from his past. Sunlight is death for him. The more disturbed Nick is the more Matthew tells him to focus on the healing light, letting it wash away all of his problems. Nick sees his conversion, his arm burning in front of Joan's large cross. Matthew tells him to visualize evil and eradicate it as Nick flashes back to staking LaCroix with the flaming timber. He flashes back to nearly biting Alyce, draining people, LaCroix and Janette urging him to take the woman that first night, himself in a church. Matthew asks Nick what he needs to be rid of and Nick flashes back to LaCroix biting him. LaCroix attacks Nick in the warehouse. He flashes back to some of the more important people he drained, including Richard Lambert, Alexandra and Sylvaine. Nick bolts upright in the cult room totally vamped out, eyes red, facing away from Matthew. Nick flinches when Matthew touches him. Matthew tells Nick not to be sorry, that guilt is a useless emotion. It prevents you from healing.

Sometime later in the kitchen, Nick is slowly stirring a large pot of soup oblivious to Schanke loudly whispering his name. After a few tries, Schanke approaches Nick, telling him he is a little worried because there has been no contact and Cohen's angry. Nick is totally ignoring Schanke. Schanke asks where he has been, getting worried, asking Nick if he is okay.

Matthew's in his office watching his monitors, telling Bart to alert the group there are to be no new members until the Cardelli case has been solved to everyone's satisfaction. Bart tells him it will be done. He tells Bart to get him everything there is to know about Nicholas Corrigan, because he has told him some very disturbing things.

In the kitchen, Nick emotionlessly tells Schanke he should not have come. Schanke explains the problems he is having with Cohen and the Councillor, who thinks they are not doing anything. Schanke notices Nick looks really wiped out, possibly drugged. Schanke what he should tell them. Nick emotionally tells Schanke he is staying and not to come back. Nick walks away looking almost zombie like. Schanke's stunned speechless.

Inside Natalie's office that morning, Schanke tells her about how incredibly weird Nick was as she is trying to work. She moves around doing what she needs to do, listening to him tell her a little panicked that Nick was acting like the Living dead. Nick was not glad to see him. His comments about the living dead make Natalie uneasy and it shows. She tells him Nick was probably afraid Schanke would blow his cover. Schanke tells her he is smarter than that. Nick was not making any sense. Natalie tells him they were probably being watched. Schanke comments he is pretty sure they were alone. She is a bit annoyed with Schanke. He tells her he is worried they got Nick, commenting he was acting like a zombie or something. She walks to the fridge, softly muttering he is close.

Natalie enters the Raven and heads straight for the back room. Janette's a little surprised to see Natalie there, commenting that someone must have died. Natalie tells her she came to talk about Nick. Janette comments she came for girl talk as she sends the tattoo artist away. He tells her they will have to start over tomorrow and hears that is half the fun. He leaves. Natalie asks Janette how vulnerable Nick is to being loved, because he is undercover at a cult. Janette finds it ironic. Natalie explains they are worried about him because he's behaving strangely and has cut them off. Janette playfully asks if they think he has joined. Natalie comments he might be brainwashed, hearing that Nick is the one who does the brainwashing. Natalie looks at her and she admits there are times where she feels she hardly knows him. He can be highly impressionable, depending on who is doing the persuading. Natalie tells Janette she's worried and is reminded Nick is a vampire. If he is running with that pack, he is the wolf and they are the poodles. Janette was not much help so Natalie leaves. Janette is a little concerned.

Inside the Luminology building, Matthew enters Nick's room. Nick is a little uneasy. Matthew tells Nick he's pleased with how Nick responded to his first cleansing, commenting that some don't respond for a few sessions and some never do. Nick says he does not remember much, hearing it is not unusual because it is a powerful cathartic experience where dark thoughts and feelings, fantasies and secrets come to the surface. Nick is even uneasier, and it shows. He learns no one is allowed to watch the first cleansing, but it is videotaped. Nick panics slightly, but is told that the tape is his. Nick offers Matthew money for his expansion and he tells Nick he does not want his money, car, and house. He is glad Nick found his way there. Nick says he would not have offered if he did not trust Matthew. Matthew tells him they will talk later.

Nick flashes back to Khartoum. He arrives with Ms. Ruskin-Slater, pleasing Thomas. She says Nick's charms are the only reason she's there and wants to see the Kush artifacts and hieroglyphics. She studies a small statue commenting that the hieroglyphics are very complex. The Kush assimilated many languages and cultures, making it a difficult task. She tells them she cannot resist a challenge. Thomas asks Nick to fetch a cup of tea, as the servants are all asleep. Nick does as asked.

Inside the Luminology building, Holly's making a sandwich and is startled when a mop slaps against the floor. Nick apologizes for scaring her. She asks about his first cleansing, hears it was interesting and he feels better than he has in quite a while. He's puzzled and a little confused, sounding a little off. She tells him what a huge difference Matthew has made in her life. How she was nuts two months ago from pressure, stress a failing marriage, her parents and her two baby girls. Nick is saddened when she cheerfully tells him she does not know where her girls are. He resumes mopping.

Inside the bullpen, Natalie enters. Schanke tells her it is getting better by the minute. The Cardelli kid had a trust fund worth thousands, with Matthew Davidson as the beneficiary. Natalie tells him she has the toxicology report for him. Everything's on the up and up except for one little thing, which jumps off the page. She points to a place on the report telling him she found trace elements of something called Tritetranovazine, a rather powerful psychotropic drug which isn't commonly prescribed because it's very habit forming. She has never seen it in an alkaloid based compound like that before. He tells her the kid could have been on medication because he had a history of emotional problems, as did the others there, including Holly Barber. They all have major psychiatric files he is not allowed to see so he cannot tell if any are homicidal. Natalie tells him she is not too surprised as Matthew Davidson made his name treating the supposedly untreatable. Schanke tells her they are all rich, and all insiders of the core group. Natalie comments if Nick did go over, there would be unusual activity in his bank account. Schanke tells her he is checking on it. Natalie and Schanke are still trying to believe he was not sucked in.

Inside Matthew's office, Nick gives Matthew a check and is thanked for his generosity.

Inside the bullpen, Cohen is ticked off because she sent Nick in to find a murderer, not religion. Schanke tries to explain it, and winds up telling her it's a crock. He cannot believe Nick fell for it. Schanke tries to lie about how well he knows Nick when asked, but cannot. He tells her that is why he needs to check the bank records. Schanke has her check under Nicholas Corrigan and Nicholas Knight just to be sure. She gives him a you had better be sure about this look as she makes the call.

In the Luminology building, Bart's in the lounge area looking not too happy and rather mean. Natalie appears at the door and knocks on it. He opens it and she hurries in. He says hi, as does she. She tells him she is looking for someone, nervously changing it to she's looking for information about them. He tells her to try one of Matthew's books. She faces him, telling him can't handle her life anymore, sounding desperate as she tells him she needs help, now. Bart feels sorry for her and starts to tell her she cannot stay. Natalie spots Holly and pretends to break down even further sobbing without tears. Holly approaches and comforts her. Bart tries to stop Holly but cannot. Holly tells Bart that Natalie selected them. Bart tells her Matthew said no new and gives up frustrated.

Inside the bullpen, Cohen gives him the bank records that he requested and they are up to date. Schanke thanks her. She tells him if there is a problem, they'll go in tomorrow, if he thinks it's warranted. She leaves. Schanke shocked, stunned and a little angered when he sees Nick's bank balance.

Inside the Luminology offices, Holly leads Natalie down a hallway, telling her it will be fine. Natalie is startled when Nick walks right by as if he did not know her or see her, distracting her. He seems zombie like. Nick enters his room as if overwhelmed by everything and shies away from the round light on the wall, leaning against the wall.

Back in Khartoum, Nick enters the tent and is surprised and betrayed to see Thomas finishing draining Helen Ruskin- Slater. Nick asks Thomas what he has done. LaCroix appears and tells Thomas he won their wager. LaCroix tells Nick that Thomas is a very old friend of his who wagered he could persuade Nick to deliver the woman by telling him there may be a cure. LaCroix tells him there is not one, asking when Nick will learn his quest is a hopeless one. Nick looks like a little boy who just saw his puppy stomped to death before his eyes. LaCroix tells Nick he hates to loose but the look of utter foolishness on his face makes it almost worthwhile. LaCroix and Thomas laugh while Nick looks more upset and hurt.

In his Luminology bedroom, Nick's repulsed by the light, pushes off the wall, and walks away. Elsewhere, Natalie and Holly talk. Natalie sounds upset and depressed as she tells Holly she gets terrible, violent urges to hurt people, even her kids. Afraid she might actually do it some day. She asks if Holly can help her. Holly says she understands. She tells Natalie she came to the right place as they are scientists of the heart and can help her. Natalie looks at her with a you have gotta be kidding look, sure the woman is delusional as she continues spouting Matthew's teachings.

Matthew is seated at his desk reading Nick's file when he spots something on the video monitors. He sees Holly and Natalie talking and boosts the volume. Holly is telling her how Matthew will help calm her thoughts and help her see herself more clearly and be loved. Matthew does not like this and calls Bart. Bart tells him Holly will not listen to reason. Matthew tells him to use something else, for he is holding Bart personally responsible. Bart is to take care of it. Matthew slams the receiver down. Holly is still babbling about Matthew and his techniques. Bart has two silver disks on his arm and removes a gun from his desk drawer. Bart heads for the door. He carefully watches Natalie and Holly. Holly guarantees Natalie will feel much better in the morning. Natalie lets out a nervous laugh. Holly goes off to find Matthew.

Natalie pulls her cell telephone out of her pocket and calls Schanke. He answers it commenting that either Nick or Natalie will do, from his precinct desk. Natalie tells him she is inside the Luminology building and saw Nick but he did not acknowledge her. Her worry clearly comes through as she tells him she thinks something is wrong. Schanke kicks himself, anger and frustration in his voice as he tells her he should have come too. She tells him she will be okay and two basket cases showing up at the same time would have been a tad strange. Matthew flips through his various cameras until he finds Nick, who is s still moving like a zombie. He studies Nick. Schanke tells Natalie he is on his way, and not to do anything until he gets there. She tells him she has to find Nick. She is frustrated when he hangs up on her.

Bart who is by the door is telling her she should leave now because Matthew will not like why she is there. Natalie realizes that she has been caught, and tries to squirm out of it.  She pretends to retreat to semi basket case mode. He pushes up his sleeves angrily telling her she cannot stay, stopping in front of her. Nick's searching Matthew's shelves of tapes for his, finds it and opens the cabinet with the monitor in it. He checks out the various cameras, stopping when he sees Natalie and Bart. Matthew enters asking if he is looking for something calling him Mr. Corrigan. Nick looks at him and Matthew asks if he should call him Detective. Nick drops the zombie act and almost smirks. Bart has his revolver pointed at a nervous Natalie, telling her she is a spy. He is smacked in the back of the head with a metal pole, knocking him out. Natalie's stunned. Holly drops the pole and picks up the gun, telling Natalie he was poison, just like Vincent Cardelli. Both were trying to tear Mathew down. She studies the gun. Natalie tells her to wait as she leaves. Nick's looking at Matthew with his I've got you now grin. Matthew tells Nick he will not find anything illegal, especially if he is investigating Vincent Cardelli. They had nothing to do with it. Nick grins, telling Matthew that dispensing drugs without consent is illegal enough as he pulls out one of the silver disks and show sit to Matthew. Matthew asks what he's talking about. Holly is outside the closed door and is disturbed by everything she is hearing. Nick tells Matthew there is something on the disk to boost the religious experience. He tells Nick he will have to prove it, and will not be able to. Holly enters.

Natalie's applying pressure to Bart's head injury as Schanke enters, gun drawn. She tells him to call the paramedics. He learns she does not know where Nick is, but there is an unhappy girl named Holly running around with a loaded .38. Schanke cocks his .38 and heads off in the direction Holly did. In Matthew's office, Holly has her gun pointed at him, as he asks what's troubling her, assuring her they can talk it out. She tells him she did not believe Vincent, and wanted to believe Matthew. He tells her there is no reason to stop believing, or believe anyone or anything other than her own heart. Holly grows more upset with the passing time. She says she thought Vincent was just trying to tear him down. Nick knows the situation could get nasty. Schanke enters gun drawn and sees Nick subtly shake his head, telling him not to do anything. Schanke aims his gun at Holly. Matthew asks Holly what she's talking about. Nick subtly motions for Schanke to back off, which he does, lowering his gun as well.

Holly's in tears as she tells Matthew everyone trusted him and gave him all their money. She tells Matthew she loved him, cocking the weapon. Matthew is scared and not moving a muscle. Nick steps in front of Matthew, telling her it is okay, asking what happened. Holly admits she killed Vincent Cardelli. Schanke's gun is firmly pointed at Holly. She tells Nick she had to protect Matthew because she owes him everything. Nick tells her she does not. He stole her money, her love and her ability to control her life. Holly is growing more upset, shaking her head. Nick tells her it is not her fault. Matthew saw she would do anything to find hope and direction and that is when it happens. He gets a quick mental flash of Thomas looking up at him vamped out, having just drained Helen Ruskin-Slater. Nick tells Holly that is when they are weak enough to be deceived. Holly is so upset she cannot speak, and the gun is shaking. Nick holds out his hand and she lowers the gun. Schanke moves in and takes her gun as she totally loses it. Nick takes her in his arms and comforts her as she cries her eyes out. Schanke walks over to Matthew who admits that was nice work. Schanke agrees as he handcuffs Matthew and leads him away.

Inside the loft, Natalie is checking Nick's blood pressure as Schanke inquires how he is. Natalie tells him he will live. Schanke asks if there are any residual effects from the disks. Nick tells him he does not think so. Schanke's depressed as he starts to leave. Nick notices something's bothering Schanke and inquires. Schanke tells him it is the bank account with the $1.2 million, seeking confirmation it was dummied up. Nick cheerfully tells him a bank manager did that because he could not look like a bad investment for Matthew. Schanke is still not convinced. Nick tells him he had the manager move some of the money from his savings to his checking account, commenting it was that simple. Schanke does not believe Nick had that kind of money and his sarcastic comment shows that. He tells Nick not to get weird on him again because it is bad for the nerves. Schanke says goodnight and leaves. As soon as Schanke is gone, Natalie tells Nick it is a good thing Schanke did not get a look at the blood pressure gauge. She would have loved to see him wiggle out of it if he had. He tells her she took a big chance when she came looking for him, hearing he really buried himself in his part. He grins. She asks when he was onto the drug, learning he was onto it from the first session as he could smell it. She tells him it is an odorless compound, and he replies that to her it might be. He tells her the effect was subtle on him. Matthew used it to guarantee everyone some sort of transcendental experience, even if it just made them queasy. His expression suggests that is the effect it had on him.

She tells him she does not understand how people keep being sucked into cults. No one seems to learn until it is too late. Nick picks up the small Kush statue sadly remembering the story behind hit, telling her you learn from them, even if it is only a very simple truth. She tells him if someone promises you can have everything you want, they probably want everything you have. He comments that once you give them everything, you are nothing. She puts her arm on his, telling him he did good work and no one can take that from him. She leaves Nick staring at the wall as she gets onto the lift.

The end.
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Guest stars:

The Hunter.............................. Gwynyth Walsh

The Biker................................ Robert Collins

Walter Trethewey.................... Brian Tree

Elizabeth Trethewey................ Nicky Gaudagni

Yates....................................... David Bedard

A knife-wielding guy desperately searches for something, acting like someone's after him. The watch beeps several times in a row getting his attention showing his thirty minutes are up. He hears a gun clatter on the pavement a couple feet from him and slowly, hesitantly moves towards it. He picks it up and fires in the direction the gun came from. A barrel pokes out from behind a wall and drops the guy with a single shot. A black gloved hand picks up a small steel suitcase and leaves, stepping over the corpse.

In the bullpen, Schanke's listening to Myra tell him she wants to watch the whales mate in the Gulf of St. Lawrence. He tells her he does not have time because of his heavy workload, he loves her and will call later. Nick approaches and teases Schanke. Schanke tells Nick Myra complains they never talk, usually about the vacation they will never take, so he calls and she does all the talking. Nick reminds Schanke she is including him in the planning. Schanke learns the latest the victim is William Bartholomew Yates. He tells Nick no one saw anything. Schanke tells Nick the guy was firing blind, never saw who dropped him, and then the gun was gone. Nick asks where the gun came from. Schanke mentions the six identical watches on six dead guys in less than a month, wondering what's up with the watches. Schanke comments the killer is real slick. Cohen approaches and tells them the slugs from the wall and the one that killed Yates were nine-millimeter hollow points from different guns. They were clean so there is nothing to trace.

Inside Natalie's lab, she tells Nick and Schanke the single shot blew up his heart, killing him instantly. Natalie's surprised by their reaction, telling them it cannot be that big a surprise. The preliminary blood work shows the victim was wired very tight on PCP and methamphetamines. His systolic had to be way up over 250. He was a walking time bomb. She asks Nick if he saw the knife he had, and Nick nods. She pulls back the sheet and shows them the scar from a knife wound on the victim's arm. Nick comments the victim was a knife fighter who momentarily took possession of a semi-automatic. She tells him it was as if someone was giving him a fighting chance. She is frustrated, telling them she does not like the pattern. Each victim is more dangerous than the last as if the killer is upping the danger. It is a game to him. He kills for the thrill.

In an English forest in 1828-1850's, LaCroix, Janette and Nick are hunting. Janette complains she's bored and wants easy food. LaCroix asks if she has gone soft, asks if they have never hunted, outside of the easy pickings in the towns and villages. He tells them that in the real thing their senses are enhanced, sharpened by the thrill of the chase, no greater ecstasy than hunting a hunter. They do not need their powers. Janette thinks he has lost his mind.

In Natalie's lab, Nick tells her the killer might be hunting its victims as thrill sport, as she suggested. She tells them she cannot believe it. Schanke asks why not because hunting is instinctual. Nick looks disgusted, reminding Schanke people no longer have to hunt. Schanke tells them they have to understand man's primal self, that is all about the hunt, and man against nature. Natalie gives Schanke a more disgusted look. Nick is quite bothered as well, reminding Schanke people are dying. There is an expert marksman out there having a major field day. Neither Nick nor Natalie say anything, both frustrated and annoyed by the conversation. Nick is feeling it more because of his past.

In the bullpen, Nick has marked a wall map with red flags showing each killing, five of the six are connected with red string. Yates death is the unconnected one. Schanke reads Yates record starting with a drug bust, wounding with intent and assault. Nick notices how close together the kills are, with the last two being a little further apart. Cohen tells them the uniformed officer's reports show they have nothing. Schanke suggests they go undercover on the streets. Cohen's surprised but intrigued.

Schanke is wearing a tacky polyester suit hidden under his overcoat. Nick truly looking like a street bum. Nick comments that Schanke is supposed to be wearing something from department wardrobe. Schanke tells Nick he is, flashing him the ugly suit. Nick says it looks good on him. Schanke thanks him. Nick tells Schanke to both stay on his toes and life up some rocks to see what they find. Nick walks away.

Nick's attention is caught by a motorcycle. He takes to the sky, tracking the scared biker. Nick lands. The biker pulls his gun, cocking the semi-automatic. Nick follows the guy down the alley being careful to stay back and out of sight. The same silver gun from last time sticks out past the edge of the wall. When the killer cocks it there's an echo causing the biker to spin around, ready to fire, sweeping side to side making sure he's alone. The silver gun withdraws from sight. The biker looks in the top barrel as the gun sticks out from behind the wall again. Nick places himself between the killer and the victim at vamp speed. He is vamped out facing the killer. The killer fires and the shot goes right through Nick's chest, making him really angry. Nick turns around his features normal as the biker fires his clip rapidly into Nick's body, shocking and horrifying the biker. Nick twists the gun out of his hand. The biker punches Nick in the face. Nick's angry and punches the biker in the face. The silver suitcase is spirited off unseen by anyone. A police car drives down the alley. Nick panics, hoping the officer did not see him take thirteen bullets as if it was nothing. The beeping watch catches Nick's attention, as it is the exact same type the previous six victims had. Nick is surprised, realizing he just saved the life of the latest prey. The biker is depressed seeing his time ran out. Nick wonders what the biker will say about the shooting incident.

It is now a crime scene. Nick searches for evidence of the killer. Schanke shows the biker his gun bagged for evidence, asking him where he got it. The biker looks at the gun, comments that Nick's dead, and that he shot him. Schanke thanks him for the confession, asking if he is the legally registered owner of the nine-millimeter semi-automatic weapon. The biker cannot take his eyes off Nick, repeating he shot Nick. Schanke asks if the biker thinks they are stupid, showing off his Kevlar vest. The biker tells Schanke it did not look like Nick had a vest on. Schanke does not believe the biker found the gun.

Nick flashes back to the English forest. An older man sits by his campfire, watched by the three vampires. He asks who is there. LaCroix whispers the man's senses are sharp which will make for stimulating sport. The man has his knife out, ready for instant defense. LaCroix tells the man they are weary travelers. The man tells them it's dangerous out so late and welcomes them around his campfire. LaCroix tells the man they are hunting. The man comments they are unarmed. LaCroix admits it, asking how the game is. The guy/hunter tells them it is always a challenge. LaCroix comments it makes for a more satisfying kill. The hunter tells them he does not kill for the satisfaction, but for food. LaCroix says that's simplistic and asks if he does not bask in the kill. Does he not relish the control he has over life and death? The hunter is suddenly very uneasy, tells them he is overdue, and his wife frets for his safety. LaCroix wishes the man a safe journey, really unsettling the hunter. The hunter leaves. LaCroix does not let them take off, telling them to savor the chase, let the anticipation build until they can take it no longer, then they kill. They take off.

Schanke's voice snaps Nick out of his flashback. He tells Nick he made an excellent bust. The perp had a nine-millimeter and a record for violent crimes. He asks Nick if he thinks it could be their killer, hearing he was a target because he had the watch. Schanke is not convinced. He looks down and taps his bulletproof vest, commenting he loves Kevlar and walks away. Nick just looks down at his chest.

Inside the Coroners Office, Natalie is peering down the illuminated barrel of a nine-millimeter gun. She says it's not the right gun. The murder weapon has six lands with a right hand twist. She asks about the perp they caught. The perp admits to a manslaughter conviction and has the gun. It is as she said a step up. She it's a more dangerous victim, escalating the kick, asking how sick do you have to be to get your thrills like that. Nick has a slight reaction to her comment. He flashes back to the English forest.

The three vampires chase the hunter through the forest, enjoying the thrill of the hunt. The hunter is trying to get to safety. At one point LaCroix stops, causing his children to as well. Nick comments the prey is clever. LaCroix comments how it's aroused their senses and is intoxicating. LaCroix goes off in a different direction. Janette asks Nick how they can get ahead of him. Nick tells her they might not have to, if they think like their prey and do the unexpected. He tells her he is going back to the campsite. Janette reminds him it is the thrill of the hunt. They take off in different directions.

In Natalie's office, Nick still looks a little disturbed. Natalie's concerned and inquires. He is a bit depressed, telling her it's another time and place.

Inside one of the interrogation rooms, Nick and Schanke question the perp, back in their usual clothes. The tape recorder captures the conversation. The biker refuses to cooperate asking if they are going to play good cop, bad cop, with Nick as the bad cop. Nick tells the biker they do not do that. They believe in an open, honest exchange of information, direct answers to specific questions, anything else is unacceptable. The biker is unnerved by the quiet, almost threatening way they said it and scared of them. The biker tells them he was in the Parkdale Hog Heaven bar for about three hours. Nick and Schanke interrupt every sentence to get more details and keep the biker off balance. He went to the john, but was not buying or selling.  He had to relieve himself. When he returned to the table, he found a mini tape recorder with a typed note to hit play. He did not keep the note. The electronically messed up voice told him there was two million in cash which would be his if he can get it He didn't see who left it and tossed the tape recorder. The cash was supposed to be in the parking lot where and fades off. Nick fills in the rest of the sentence, adding where the biker shot Nick. The biker confirms it. The tape said someone would be hunting him, but nothing more specific. There was a watch strapped around the tape recorder counting down to zero. He had as much time as was left on the watch to find the money. He did not see anyone.

In the bullpen, Schanke tells Nick he has not had so much fun since Myra drove the Cordoba into a ditch. He comments they really had the guy. Cohen learns what they know so far. She is told that there is a watch with a countdown to either victory or defeat, and that it is anonymously supplied free of charge. Cohen cannot believe that is the reason. They tell her the biker is telling the truth because no one could make up a story like that. She tells them after twenty years on the force there is always something new to amaze and disgust her. Nick tells them they will find the killer has brains and money. Cohen tells them that is rare.

Schanke approaches his car and is about to get in when something gets his attention. The same gun fires at him, the impact flattening him against his car. He looks at his shoulder, groans and falls to the ground unconscious. A dart hit him.

Nick makes his way to the Caddy as the sky starts to lighten. He sees the mini tape recorder on the dashboard with the watch and note strapped around it. He gets in and shuts the door. The watch beeps. He sees the typewritten play me note. He pushes play. Schanke tells the killer to go to Hell. The electronic voice tells Nick he has thirty minutes to rescue his partner. Nick is angry and extremely disturbed. The voice says that a small but powerful bomb will go off underneath Schanke when the time runs out. Nick slips on the watch and hears they are at the old Harris generating station. The rules are he must come alone, unarmed and on foot or Schanke dies. Nick takes out his gun, pops the clip and dechambers the remaining bullet. He's angry and upset, a very deadly combination for the killer to be facing. The voice tells him two million dollars means nothing to his kind. Nick's shocked and worried. The voice tells him he got a good look at him earlier and knows what Nick is and what he will be hunting. Nick is even more worried, which grows seeing the sun rising over the tops of the buildings.  His panic rises. He pushes down the panic. Once the panic is under control he makes sure no one's watching as he runs for a manhole cover a few feet away, climbs down it and closes the cover.

He moves to a dark corner, looks at his burned hand, then heads for the Harris generating station via the sewer.

In the English forest, LaCroix asks Janette where Nick is, hearing he stayed behind to use his wits. She comments their surroundings look familiar. LaCroix angrily tells her the hunter led them back to their starting place. Unknown to them he is about to shoot them with a crossbow when tackled from the side by Nick. LaCroix and Janette approach. LaCroix rewards Nick for his cleverness by letting him make the kill. Nick does just that as Janette eagerly looks on, as does LaCroix. LaCroix tells Nick he now truly knows what it is like to be a hunter, the thrill of it, the exhilaration only death can give.

Nick snaps back to the present and continues towards the generating plant, dodging the sunlight as necessary.

In a room somewhere inside the generating station, Schanke's tied to a chair blindfolded, a strap around his midsection as well. He struggles to free himself, he has no idea he's alone as he rants it's not going to work, he's buying himself a lot of trouble because the place will be surrounded in about five seconds. They cannot kidnap a cop and get away with it. The killer walks in front of him and removes his blindfold. Schanke sees the woman, telling her there is psycho running around. If she cuts him free, he can protect her. She laughs and tells him nothing changes. Every man she has ever met thinks she needs protecting. He realizes she is the killer. She leaves.

Nick is still winding his way to the generating station, dodging the sunlight.

The killer returns to Schanke and sets down her steel suitcase, quite surprised Schanke does not know his partner is a vampire, figuring he had to know. She tells him it is about sport.

Nick unexpectedly is hit in the face with a ray of sunlight. It hurts but he keeps going. His watch beeps.

In the room with Schanke, he asks why she picked him, hearing Nick could not be lured with money. She is filling the hollow points with garlic, commenting that Nick's kind does not need money, wondering what that must be like. Schanke has no idea what she's talking about. She tells him she likes killing.  It feels wonderful, and is an exquisite challenge. She asks what is the one thing people have always fought over. Schanke answers food. She tells him that is an understandable answer, but it is power and control. Control is the greatest thrill. Killing is the ultimate control, rivaling the Gods. She chuckles as Schanke calls her a roadmap of sickness. She loads her crossbow then reaches under his chair and removes the bomb. She shows it to him, explaining it's an anti-personnel mine and is lethal within twenty feet. Schanke's terrified, especially as she arms it and sticks it back under the chair, warning him if he moves too much it will go off. She leaves. Schanke tries to very carefully peek under the chair and fails.

Nick's near the generating station, climbs the ladder, and exits through the manhole cover. Once above ground he senses someone around and presses himself against the wall. He checks the watch seeing he has 16:04 left. The killer's at the other end of the alley and applauds him for making it that far, telling him Schanke is so close, yet so far, there's no more underground access and he has to deal with her. He faces her and she fires at him. The bullet grazing his cheek. He moves forward, stopped by the pain of the sunlight, which pushes him back. She is pleased to see that part of the legend is true. She tells him how exciting it is to see a creature designed to hunt and kill. He is the perfect adversary. He is not happy she knows one of his weaknesses. As she approaches he whammies her, telling her to take him to Schanke in a deeper voice than usual.  She snaps out of it telling him that was interesting, not happy he tried that. He tells her if she takes him to Schanke, he will let her live. She reminds him she is in control, deciding who lives and who dies. He comments that is what it is all about. She tells him he knows the answer as he spent his whole life killing, knowing why they hunt. He tells her he understands it is for sport trying to whammy her again. She tells him he does understand, a little surprised, but pleased. A wounded look in his eyes tells her he does understand it all too well. Nick sees he has only 13:30 left. Nick senses she is about to try to kill him again and takes off, trying not to fry himself. She fires and the bullet bounces off the wall.

Schanke's very carefully trying to free himself and gets the urge to sneeze. He fights it, pleased when the urge passes. He apologizes to Myra, promising her if he gets out of this he will take her on a vacation and not tease her any more.

Nick uses his collar to shield himself the best he can as he is already smoking. He runs from a not so shady place through the sunlight to the covered entrance of the power station, rips the metal door of the hinges and tosses it aside. He enters, leans one hand against every surface he passes, groaning in pain and seems weak. He sees he only has 9:32 left and continues into the building, running in pain until he cannot run anymore.

Nick flashes back to the English forest. He has drunk his fill, as has Janette. The hunter's dead. LaCroix reminds them he said they would have fun, seeing both his children happy. It is late and they need to go. He leaves. Nick feels guilty, tells Janette he could not stop. She tells him it is done and they enjoyed the thrill of it. She kisses him, tells him she gets to make the kill next time and takes off. Nick sees a worried woman come out and see her dead husband, calling out his name, sobbing hysterically as she prays he's not dead, knowing he is. Nick feels guilty for his vampiric family causing her so much pain.

Schanke's trying to free himself without squirming too much, asking himself how he gets into these sort of situations, reassuring himself he will get out alive. The bomb is still beeping beneath him.

Nick's walking down a wall, still using it to help support him, but is on his own shortly. He uses the dark area full of machinery and pipes to conceal him. A moment later a shot bounces off the metal in front of him, startling him. The killer runs down the stairs ready to fire, searching for him. She does not see him run down a narrow, somewhat open corridor. She looks around. He stops and listens for her or Schanke and hears his watch beep. He only has 4:52 left. He has no more cover and uses his senses to search for any clues. She realizes this and walks as slowly, carefully and quietly as she can while still tracking him from overhead. He hears her voice telling him she is testing her limits, checking to see if he has any limits. Nick finds the sound of her voice but it is only a tape recorder, which he pulls down. Her recording tells him they are a lot alike, both have greatness in them that no one can comprehend. They prey on the stupid and weak. Hunting is their reason for being. She's still stalking him and suddenly changes direction.

Schanke's still trying to free himself without blowing himself up, looking over his shoulder so he's not working totally blind.

As soon as Nick works his way through a tangle of pipes and into the open, a bottle bursts at his feet and seems to bother him. She is on the landing, telling him it is Holy Water. She lights the fuse on another bottle telling him it is a chaser. She drops the bottle, barely missing him. It smashes on the floor. Flames shoot up covering much of the area in front of him. He instinctively retreats back softly growling, protecting his face with his arm. She drops another bottle behind him, barely missing him, surrounding him with fire. She asks what he would give her to let him live. In his low vampire tone, he tells her he would give her a taste of hell. She drops a third bottle, barely missing him. He runs up the stairs protecting himself. She runs along the catwalk and up the stairs to the next level. Nick hears Schanke telling himself he can do it and sees he only has 2:50 left. He searches for the killer as he walks. When he looks in front of himself again there's a large cross hanging a foot or two away. He stops a little startled and repulsed by it. She swings out from the corner, standing between him and the cross and pleased that it works. Nick is looking for any escape as he backs away from the cross. She shoots him in the shoulder, pushing him back. It hurts. He growls his hand over the wound.  He does not take his eye off her. She tells him one has to make their mark in the world. Nick disgustedly, sarcastically asks if he is supposed to admire her, call her a kindred spirit, telling her she is everything he detests. She comments on finding a vampire with a conscience.

Nick flashes back to the grieving wife as she holds her dead husband and cries her heart out.

Nicks watch beeps showing that he is down to two minutes. She tells him his conscience is why he is losing as she fires again, hitting him in the other shoulder. He grabs it in pain, groans, nearly doubling over. He leans on the railing for support. She tells him she is having a great time. She tells him she has to win and fires a shot at him. He has to lose and shoots him again. Nick plummets over the railing and disappears. She rushes to the railing, gun aimed downward but sees no body, worrying her. She very uneasily looks around for any sign of where he went.

She enters. Schanke wisecracks that she missed, and yells for Nick to get her. She yells for him to shut up as she smacks him across the face rather hard. She slips on her night vision goggles and turns off the power. Schanke warns Nick. She watches for Nick. Her weapon is pointed at Schanke's forehead. Schanke yells for his partner.

Nick flies through the window, letting in sunlight. Schanke squints as she blindly fires off four shots trying to get the goggles off, emptying her gun. Nick is crouched trying not to get shot again, especially not in front of Schanke. Nick realizes that the gun is empty, and runs around behind Schanke to free him, working on the knots being careful not to hurt him. She picks up the crossbow and fires. She lets out a startled, scared yelp when he catches the bolt an inch or two from his face. There is only ten seconds left. Nick quickly removes and disgustedly tosses the watch, He escorts Schanke from the room. She decides to stake him, catches her foot on a loose floorboard and falls right next to the chair. She watches the last few seconds tick away. Her curse is cut off by the explosion.

Inside Natalie's lab, Nick is sitting on the autopsy table. Natalie picks something out of his shoulder telling him it is the last of the garlic. She asks if the irritation has stopped. He playfully comments if she means the irritation of 1000 scorpions stinging him all at once, it has stopped. She giggles as she checks to make sure he is healing properly. She tells him she can't believe how fast his burns healed, asking why he went back out into the sun, did he think it was a good day to spontaneously combust. He tells her the perp was a hunter and the first thing she would do was understand his limits, so he had to surprise her. Natalie tells him he looks good, points to the graze on his cheek telling him she is glad the killer missed. Nick tells her the killer could have killed him right then and there but there was no thrill in it. She had to chase him, anticipate him, and be better than he was. It is what a hunter does. He tells her she should believe him because he knows.

Schanke enters commenting it looks like he is interrupting something. Natalie looks a little concerned, wondering how much Schanke overheard and what he would make of it. Nick lightly comments he is just visiting his doctor, asking Schanke how he is. Schanke says he is fine, despite spending the morning sitting on a bomb.  He then rants about getting back to the precinct where Myra is yelling at him for not calling earlier, about the whales, and about how it will be another year before mating season. Natalie chuckles as she repeats mating season. Schanke tells her it is a long story, but he had time to think while sitting on the bomb. She tells him it is quiet in her lab. He sarcastically, playfully comments he could just pull up a nice slab and lay down. She teases him that the others would not mind. He tells Nick she has a real twisted sense of humor. Nick comments it is a little dark, grinning as he looks at Natalie. She looks at him, hearing he likes dark. He kisses her cheek. She grins. He hopes off the table and says goodbye. Schanke gives them both an amused look, wondering what is between them. Natalie's amused.

The end.

Father's Day

Season 2, episode 10 (aired as episode 7)

Written by Gillian Horvath

Directed by Bruce Pittman

Guest stars:

Don Thomas Constantine.................. Peter Boretski

Young Thomas Constantine.............. Peter Outerbridge

David Constantine............................. Maurice Godin

Karin Constantine.............................. Nicole Oliver

Johnny Larnar................................... Vito Rezza

Carey................................................. Matt Birman

Jim..................................................... Randy Butcher

Sergeant Carter.................................. Tony Craig

Customs officer................................. Robert Latimer

Inside an old mansion at sunrise, a very old man, Don Thomas Constantine sits at the head of a table.  He tells those around him there's no prouder day in a father's life than the day he can pass onto his child the things that matter most to him. Today's that day.

At David Constantine's house, David enters his house, sees his wife, Karin, waiting for him with their son, Adam. Adam's about six to eight years old. Karin is upset as she tells him Johnny L is there. David's concern and surprise show.

Don Constantine tells the six men and women he's very old and has lived longer than he should have. He has buried two sons and two grandsons. When he coughs hard his nurse check on him, his momentary bought with difficulty breathing quickly passes. Constantine tells them he has waited and it is finally the day where his great-grandson can step in and take his place.

Inside David's house, he asks Johnny if it is that day. Johnny tells him they are sending Carey in a car to get him, and will arrive at any minute.

Don Constantine tells them they think David's too young and tells them he was less than twenty when his father turned it all over to him, and now it's David's turn. He may be young but he is not weak. He is a Constantine, the last of the line.

Inside David's house, David picks up his son and Johnny tells him it will be safer to leave the kid there because they want him, not his family. Johnny tells Karin she does not know anything. Johnny tells David he can send for them later. David puts Adam down and kisses his family as a car pulls outside. David and Johnny split out the back as Constantine's thugs knock on the door. David and Johnny make their way around the house and to the car. Karin lets the thugs inside. They hear David's car start and run outside. They see David's car screech off and run for their cars.

Inside Don Constantine's living room a henchman hangs up and informs Constantine. Constantine tells the group there is no harder day in a father's life than the day he must discipline a child. Love demands sacrifices. The family must be protected.

Inside the precinct locker room, Schanke is desperately searching for someone to cover him. He tries to call in favors but no one can. He tells Nick he wants to spend some time at the cottage with his family for Father's Day and enjoy Jenny's chocolate pudding cake. He complains that he misses so much of his daughter's life as it is. Nick tells him they are off that day. Schanke tells him Cohen saw he was six hours late in the last three months so she added an extra shift. Nick's amused and feels sorry for Schanke and says he will cover for him. Schanke's surprised, asking if there are any strings. Hearing he is to fun with his family. Schanke thanks him, tells him he owes him one.

In the bullpen, Cohen silently lets Schanke know he is late. Schanke hears Johnny Larnar is bringing David Constantine in tonight. She sounds pleased and surprised. Nick's totally surprised and a little stunned. He asks if David is turning in the family. Cohen tells Nick Schanke set it up. Schanke tells them not to get too excited because Johnny does not always deliver. Cohen tells them where to meet Johnny in half an hour. Schanke says he will do anything to keep a smile on her face.

In the Caddy, Schanke is filling out Jenny's questionnaire on what a father is. He asks Nick what word means generous but starts with the letter A, When he hears that the answer's altruistic, he writes it down.  He tells Nick that it is silly but it is for Jenny, asking if Nick knows what he means. Nick asks Schanke what a father is, hearing he is a sucker for filling out the paper. They arrive and get out, weapons drawn. The find David's car empty, the door's open, engine and headlights still on. They head down an alley and find Johnny's body dead on a fire escape. There is no sign of David.

It is now a crime scene. An uniformed officer holds a ladder against the wall as Natalie climbs down. She tells Nick there were two shots in the back and one in the head, from about twenty-five or thirty feet away. The shooter was professional. Nick asks if there was a passenger, hearing he got away clean. Cohen tells them it is all over town, David was there, ran out on his family. The old man has every available soldier out looking for him. Schanke suggests that maybe the thugs got him. Cohen tells them to find him fast, especially if he is still alive, and leaves. Schanke tells him he does not like the odds, asking where David would go because you cannot really leave the family alive.

Nick flashes back to 1925 Toronto. Nick arrives at Constantine's office and is let out of the well-used trunk and provided blood. Constantine tells Nick he is at his service. Nick turns over his gold watch, explaining he was in hurry and could not take much. Constantine examines it, and is offered an additional fancy diamond necklace by Nicholas. He tells Nick the watch is payment enough. Constantine tells Nick he will relocate him to the West Coast because it is the safest, suggesting Los Angeles. Nick agrees. They comment the other is younger than expected. Constantine tells Nick his father died last year, so at less than twenty years old he was left in charge of the family business.

Inside David's house, Karin's scared, and worried as he learns Johnny's dead and her husband is missing. If the cops do not find him first, he is dead. She cannot understand why Constantine would want to hurt David because he has always taken care of them. She learns David was going to the police. She tells them it is ridiculous, Constantine is family. She throws them out, shutting the door in their face. Nick senses something. Schanke notices and inquires. Nick tells him it is nothing, his glances around reveal much more than he is saying.

The Caddy is in front of the precinct, and Schanke is afraid to go in there. Nick tells him he needs to check something out and Schanke should go on ahead. Schanke firmly tells Nick no. Nick reminds him he owes him one. Schanke reluctantly heads for the door.

Nick drives away and turns on the Nightcrawler. LaCroix asks what a father is. He tells his listeners that a caller says a father is altruistic. Nick is unsettled. LaCroix's mood gets darker and angrier as he rants that every parent wants something in return, whether it is love or loyalty, nothing is free. LaCroix bitterly asks his listeners what their fathers promised them, was it the promise to take care of his children. LaCroix asks if the promise was kept.

In David's backyard, Nick sees someone's shadow and chases them, quickly catching them. He shows his badge to prove to a scared David Constantine that he is a homicide detective. David tells Nick he did not kill Johnny, hearing Nick did not say he did. David begs him to let him go, putting his family's life in Nick's hands, explaining if anyone in or connected to the Constantine's thinks he talked to the police there is no place on Earth to hide. Nick tries to reassure him once his great-grandfather's in prison he can no longer hurt David. David animatedly tells them he can't turn in his family, explaining Johnny thought it was his only way out, but it's not who he wants to be. He grew up with killers, and does not want to be one. He just wants to start over as far away as he can get.

Nick flashes back to 1925 Paris. LaCroix picks a fight with Nick over herbs and elixirs. He smacks Nick across the face very hard, totally enraged, telling him there's no need for secrets. He slams Nick against the wall, reminding him that he gave him life, power, and eternal protection. With all that he has done for him, he wants to go back. He asks Nick if he knows how it makes him feel, and that it makes a fool out of them both. He orders Nick to stop his search for the cure. He tells Nick he's a creature made in his own image. Nick tells LaCroix that makes him a monster. LaCroix's hurt and drops Nick to his feet, regaining control. He asks Nick why he is doing that to him, and hears he has done nothing to his master. His master did it to himself. LaCroix snarls but seems to actually be listening. Nick admits there may not be a cure, but he is still leaving. LaCroix can kill him if he wants. Nick walks away. LaCroix watches, a look of disgust on his face.

Behind David's house, he sincerely tells Nick he never should have returned but he had to make sure his family was safe. He just wanted to give them a different kind of life.

Inside Cohen's office, she's frustrated with Nick for not bringing David in, reminding Nick David's the key to bringing down the Constantine family. Nick reminds her they have gotten to people on death row and he would not be safe. He crankily tells her David will not testify. They cannot bring him in if he does not want to come. She reminds Nick she does not care. David will not last a day without their protection. She slams the door after Nick leaves. Schanke tells Nick he still has his gun and badge, so she took it well. He learns Schanke's still doing the questionnaire and tells Schanke a father is someone who will sacrifice everything to give his child a better life than he had. Schanke's impressed but cannot remember the whole thing. He asks Nick to repeat it, but Nick is gone.

Inside Natalie's office, she asks what else did he expect. Cohen has been trying to bring Constantine down since Natalie was an intern. Nick tells her getting David killed will not help. She tells him he is right. Cutting him loose was the right thing to do. She learns David's at the loft. She says he's a cop and cannot get involved. His look causes her to holds up her hand in surrender. He tells her he knows how powerful the Constantine family is. The Captain's right, he is not going to get away without help. He tells her he knows it is dangerous and will not be easy. He tells her that even when they are trying to kill you, they are still your family. She realizes he is talking about his own vampire family. She asks if it was really that hard, genuinely curious. He tells her parts were.

Nick again flashes back to 1925 Paris. Janette asks Nick if LaCroix found him. Nick tells her he has to leave because LaCroix will never leave him alone. She tells him he should forget about the cure and stay. Nick tells her he cannot live as they do anymore. They will leave tonight. She tells him she will not leave Paris because it is her home. He is resigned to leave alone. She tells him to go to Don Constantine, surprising Nick. She tells him to go to America as she opens a huge steamer trunk, telling him Constantine knows about their kind and helps them travel. He will help Nick disappear. She gives Nick a diamond necklace from her dresser as she tells him she will make the arrangements. He will sail within the hour. They share a long, deep passionate kiss.

Inside David's house, Karin is defensive, a little angry, scared and hurt. She tells Nick David would never want to leave the family he loves and has always taken good care of him. It is how he was raised. Nick tells her David wants what is best for them even if it means crossing his great-grandfather. She tells him Constantine wants what's best for them too. Everyone knew David would inherit the business from the day he was born. Nick tells her to take a good look at that world, telling her that is not the kind of life David wants for her. Nick's statement surprises her.

Inside the loft at sunrise, David is frustrated because he has not heard from or seen Karin. Nick reminds him giving up everything she knows is a big decision. David tells him they are family, why cannot she see he is trying to help them. David's hope Karin's at the door is dashed when two thugs enter and shoot up the place with automatic weapons. David instantly drops to the floor as the bullets whiz overhead. Nick's hit, angered, and vamps out, taking on the two thugs at vamp speed. David is shocked when he sees Nick's red eyes and realizes he is a vampire. The thugs take off like a bat out of hell. Nick's features are normal as he faces David, telling him he is the only thing that can protect him. His great-grandfather told him there were creatures no one today knows about. Nick says Constantine's fortune was based on deals that cannot face the light of day. Men with secrets will always pay men like Constantine to help them hide. David learns Nick knew his great-grandfather years ago. Nick tells him he knows and understands what it is like not wanting to be what you are.

Inside Constantine's office he hears the reports from his thugs and asks about Nick's eyes, learning they changed. He realizes they are not insane, and admits he knows of Nick's kind.

Nick and David walk through the Raven. She is playful until she recognizes David. She tells Nick he cannot keep using the club as a babysitting service. They walk away from David. He tells her it will just until he can set up David's disappearance. Janette firmly tells Nick David is not staying because she has to do business in town and that means dealing with Constantine, who could cause her no end of trouble with the club, and she cannot afford it. Nick tells her he did not know she was afraid of Constantine. Janette is even crankier as she tells him Constantine is a fanatic who would kill anyone or betray anyone to protect his family. Nick glares at her, commenting everyone would.

Janette flashes back to 1925 Paris. LaCroix discovers Nick is gone. She tries to cover for Nick. LaCroix's furious. She unsteadily tells him to forget about Nick and get a new one. LaCroix angrily growls he does not want a new one, he wants Nick. Nick needs them to survive, he will always be apart of them and she knows it. He firmly applies pressure to the side of her neck. She knows if she does not betray Nick, she will be badly hurt. She says Constantine, ashamed of her weakness.

Janette returns to the Raven and defensively tells Nick it was different, he was confused and needed them. Nick does not buy it. He is a little annoyed. He tells her he needed to get away, yet she led their master right to him. Nick tells her to stay out of it and not to call daddy to come get him. She firmly tells him it's his funeral and leaves. Nick approaches David and tells him he'll be safe there for a few hours while he arranges for him to get lost. David nods and nervously looks around.

Nick pays Constantine a visit at his office. Constantine's scared and hides it. He comments Nick has his grandson and laughs at him for being a cop. Nick is not at all amused. Constantine tells Nick he remembers him as the man who ran out on his family, putting himself before those he owed his life to. He firmly reminds Nick he does not tolerate interference with his family. Nick leans close to Constantine showing he has no fear of him and firmly tells him not to send his men after David again. Constantine does not want the kind of trouble Nick can make for him. Constantine leans towards Nick, telling he will go after David until he finds him, telling him you cannot hide. Nick bitterly comments someone will always betray you, telling Constantine he remembers him. Constantine explains that he raised two sons and two grandsons and buried them all. Nick would not understand because he will be young forever. Nick understands, and maybe feels a tiny bit sorry for Constantine. Constantine tells Nick David is all the family he has. His offspring are his version of immortality. Nick understands, as it is very much like when he left LaCroix in 1925. Constantine tells Nick David is his last chance to pass on what he has built. Nick firmly tells the old man David does not want it, asking why he cannot understand that. He tells him if David really is like a son, why cannot he be a good father and let him do what he wants to do, trying to get Constantine to see David's side. Constantine tells Nick it does not matter what David wants to do. He is a Constantine. Nick tells him he does not believe it. Constantine tells him he never did. Nick realizes Constantine and LaCroix are alike. Their children are possessions. Nick realizes he and David are more alike than either wants to realize when it comes to their fathers.

Inside CERK, LaCroix is doing his nightly show in a good mood, telling his audience it is a beautiful night. He has not seen one like it in a hundred years, nearly grinning. Constantine is pushed into the room. LaCroix recognizes him and tells his audience to turn off the radio and go out and play. He turns off the microphone, his curiosity piqued. He asks Constantine what brings him there, telling him he does not look well. Constantine tells LaCroix he is there to collect on the favor LaCroix owes him. LaCroix becomes somber.

LaCroix flashes back to 1925 Toronto. LaCroix and Janette are in Constantine's office looking for Nick. Constantine denies seeing Nick until LaCroix tells him he gave Nick the gold watch, which he was to keep until the day he died. So either Nick gave it to him as payment or Nick's dead. He says he would be very unhappy if it were the latter. Constantine's taken back and reassures LaCroix that Nick is safe and traveling. LaCroix comments that Nick probably erroneously told him his life was in danger. He is just trying to keep his family together, asking Constantine if he understands as a fellow parent. He tells Constantine he would be eternally grateful for his help. Constantine looks down at his desk.

In CERK, Constantine tells LaCroix he will not let David leave the family. Constantine reminds LaCroix of the favor he did for him, man to man, father to father, and now wants the favor returned. LaCroix informs him he has an excellent memory, commenting Constantine would have given him Nick's head on a plate if he had asked for it. He asks Constantine what he wants, warning him he tends to take things literally.

Inside David's house, Karin does not know why Nick is there because it is a family matter. Nick asks if she thought she was helping by revealing David's location to Constantine. She denies it. She is shocked to learn Constantine sent thugs over there to kill David. She tells him they were supposed to bring him back. She wants everything the way it was. Nick tells her it is not going to happen. Constantine will kill David for betraying the family. She explains she thought David would be safe if he came back. Nick asks her if she truly wants David and Adam to be like Constantine. She says she just wants her son to have a father on Father's Day, asking if running out on them is how he takes care of them. Nick explains it's all about them going with David. She does not know what to think and it shows. Nick tells her she has to decide which family is more important, hers or Constantine's.

Inside the bullpen, Natalie's surprised to see Nick there. She tells him Cohen is looking for Schanke. He tells her he is Schanke, making her laugh. He tells her he is subbing for Schanke so he can spend Father's day with his family. She tells him to stop because he's making her feel all warm in fuzzy inside, in a way that sounds like it's making her nauseous. She tells him she has a hungry cat to feed, evidence to deliver and work to do because no one volunteered to sub for her. He tells her he will next time as she leaves. Nick is not happy to find LaCroix sitting at Schanke's desk, with his feet propped up on it. His good mood is ruined as LaCroix glares at him.

Nick flashes back to an elegant Los Angeles hotel in 1925. He is in a good mood until he sees LaCroix and Janette. She is somber, knowing how mad Nick will be at her. LaCroix commends Nick's choice, outside of it being too sunny. LaCroix prevents a scene between Nick and Janette. Nick asks LaCroix how he found him, then sees the gold watch. LaCroix tells Nick he will always find him. Nick looks at Janette and she looks down. LaCroix tells him they will forget about the little episode. Janette refuses to look at Nick. LaCroix tells Nick he would not like to hold it against him, holding up the watch, expecting Nick to take it. Nick's expression asks if LaCroix expect him to take it.

In the bullpen, Nick walk up behind LaCroix and in a low voice asks what he wants. LaCroix pleasantly asks if he has to want anything as he faces Nick. He pleasantly comments they should talk about families making Nick nervously look around. He asks what a father is and answers his own question, saying it's the man who made you what you are, reminding Nick he's the only father he has. He shakes a finger at Nick telling him he is very disappointed at Nick for sticking his nose where it is not wanted. Nicks somewhat amused and it shows. He learns Constantine came to see LaCroix, hearing its an old debt and wants Nick to stay out of it. LaCroix tell him he owes him that much courtesy. Nick lightly comments, yet gets his point across, asking what a father owes a child and it works both ways, asking if LaCroix knows that. LaCroix comment they'll see what Schanke says and reads off the form that a father provides love, discipline, guidance, protection, support and comments it's not a bad answer. Nick comments he left out freedom, hearing LaCroix would too. LaCroix returns to his nasty self telling Nick if David doesn't return to his family, he will hunt him down and kill him, reminding Nick he's not strong enough to take him on, asking why he cares. Nick politely and almost amusedly tells LaCroix he thinks his master understands, LaCroix says maybe he does. Nick politely asks LaCroix to do for David what he would never do for him, to let him go. LaCroix's mood darkens and it shows.

Inside Constantine's dining room, LaCroix faces him and tells him there is only one way it can end. They know how stubborn children are. He tells Constantine that David wants to leave.  He tells him that he is not going to change his mind, his irritation growing. Constantine comments David thinks there some better life out there. LaCroix bitterly comments it is always about what they want, asking if that is not so. LaCroix Comments on how thoughtless they can be. LaCroix gets in Constantine's face, asking if he wants David dead. Constantine just stares at him. LaCroix cannot read the old man. Constantine tells him David was supposed to take his place. He goes into the background and fate of each male member of his family and tells LaCroix he is an old, tired man just hanging on. He frustratedly tells LaCroix, once he and David are gone everything he has built will disappear. He tells a completely stoic LaCroix it does not mean anything to LaCroix but it means everything to him. He reminds LaCroix he owes him for the favor. LaCroix gives Constantine a barely perceptible nod.

Outside a building at night, Nick tells David he does not know if she is coming. Nick tells David she has to make her own decision. David tells him he is not going without them. They see Karin and Adam approaching. Karin looks pleased and sorry for the trouble she caused. David and Karin happily hug, but Adam seems a bit unresponsive. Karin learns Nick took care of everything, and the truck will take them to the Hamilton Airport. Before they can get away, Constantine's Rolls Royce arrives. LaCroix is there as well as a healthier looking Constantine. David protects his family. When Nick offers to hold off LaCroix and Constantine, David realizes LaCroix is a vampire. David stands up to his great-grandfather. He respectfully he tells Constantine he will rum the family business or they can kill him but he won't raise his son the way he was raised, accepting his fate.

Constantine tells David his noble streak is endearing. He tells David a wise old man once told him love demands sacrifices from everyone and tells David it's his turn to let go, pointing to himself. David cannot believe it, asking if he is free. Constantine tells him he has buried enough sons for a lifetime, and this is not the legacy he wants to leave. He approaches David and clasps his arms enthusiastically as David's grin grows, hearing Los Angeles is a place to start over. Constantine is happy for David and it shows. David kisses his cheek showing his true love for the man. They lovingly share a long embrace. LaCroix looks almost envious as he looks anywhere but at the old man. David and his great-grandfather are on the verge of joyful tears. Nick looks at LaCroix in disbelief and a little surprise, asking what he said to Constantine. LaCroix tells him Constantine was concerned there was no one to run the business after he died and says with a sight chuckle that the man has never looked better, and could live for another hundred years. Nick gives him a stern look asking if he brought Constantine across. LaCroix coolly shrugs, comments he owed him a favor, and walks away. Nick has a half grin, half smile on his face, realizing his father can still surprise him by doing the right thing from time to time. Another part of it is seeing David and his great-grandfather's happiness. They are finally expressing all the feelings protocol never allowed them to, healing all the pain piled up over the years from clashing wishes and desires.

Inside the bullpen, Schanke is late again as he tries to sneak past Cohen's office. Nick playfully teases him he is going to wind up with an extra shift, hearing it will probably be on his daughter's birthday. He nervously, hesitantly thanks Nick for standing in for him. It meant a lot to him, the sincerity clearly comes through. Nick tells him he is welcome. Schanke asked if he missed anything. Nick tells him not really, his expression one of mock innocence. Schanke is a little upset when his questionnaire is missing.

LaCroix is at CERK doing his nightly show. Nick is listening from the Caddy, curious to hear what his father has to say. LaCroix quotes Hamlet telling Nick he is his father's spirit, doomed to walk the night for a certain term. Nick has a small grin on his face as LaCroix is still talking about Hamlet's father's ghost. He stops when he senses someone behind him, then sees Nick's reflection in the doorway behind him. LaCroix comments on the surprise before him as Nick approaches. Nick is amused while LaCroix is morose. Nick drapes the watch over his father's fingers and wishes him a Happy Father's Day. LaCroix closes his hand around the watch, briefly smiling as if deeply touched by the gift and the gesture. He turns off the microphone. Nick tells his father he is not coming back to him. He sincerely tells him he just wanted to say thank you and leaves. LaCroix turns the microphone back on, looking at the watch as he comments if you love someone, you are supposed to let them go. Nick's a little surprised and turns to face his father, wondering if they both learned something important. LaCroix seems sincere. LaCroix comments if they are really yours, they will learn their lessons and return. Nick leaves the station wondering if what his father learned will stick or if things will return to how they have always been. LaCroix comments Nick will come back, his tone hopeful, yet depressed, as he knows he might have lost his son. LaCroix opens the watch, seeing the word Forever engraved inside, commenting he can wait because he has all the time in the world.

The end.
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A visibly upset Natalie is manning the telephones at the missing child center. She is telling someone on the telephone that she is very angry. A woman at the coffeepot tells a guy that the missing girl is Natalie's goddaughter.  If this were happening to her, she would be a nervous wreck. She has trouble understanding how Natalie can be there, on the telephones. Posters of Ronald Gault are up everywhere, as are pictures of Cynthia Luce.

Nick and Schanke arrive. From Nick's expression, Natalie knows there is no good news. Nick tells her that they found Cynthia and need her to come with them. Natalie is devastated and it shows. Nick takes her in his arms to comfort her.

Natalie and Nick are examining Natalie's goddaughter hand in hand. Cohen arrives and is both shocked and horrified to see Natalie identifying Cynthia's body. Natalie asks for a moment before she can give the preliminary report. Cohen introduces Dr. Emma Reston and tells Natalie that she is off the case because she is too close. Natalie is stunned, very unhappy with the situation and feels betrayed. She protests that it is still her jurisdiction. Cohen tells her that it isn't tonight, that the decision came straight from the top brass at the last minute and there were supposed to have notified Natalie, but obviously they didn’t. Cohen tells Nick and Schanke to find Gault before the vigilantes do. She takes Natalie home.

Schanke comments on how rude it was not to tell Natalie, and that the guy was probably late for something personal like the symphony so he figured it could wait. So now, Natalie has to live with the image of seeing Cynthia dead as the last time she saw her. Nick is searching the bushes and ground for clues while Dr. Reston examines Cynthia's body. Nick finds blood drops and is able to track Ronald Gault. When Schanke questions how, Nick tells him by footprints and points to them. Schanke is willing to let Gault hang, even if it is too easy a death for him.

Nick flashes back to 1740 Williamsburg, Pennsylvania. He's strung up by an angry mob and hung from a tree. When he should be dead, they leave. A short time later, a very angry vamped out Nick frees himself from both the noose and bag over his face. His eyes are feral red.

In the present, Nick tells Schanke that Gault is wounded. When Schanke asks him if he's part bloodhound, Nick shows him the blood, and further down the path he shows Schanke a broken twig.

Gault is walking down the street drunk and bleeding. Two women see him and tell guys waiting at the bus stop. All but one of the men goes after Gault while the remaining one calls 911.

Schanke is handed his cup of coffee right before the call comes in. Nick tells Schanke that he will meet him there and that there is a mob after him. Schanke remarks that they will rip him apart and that it is four blocks, but it is no use as Nick's already gone.

Gault runs around the corner and into Nick, who grabs hold of him and has to use his strength to keep the mob off the best he can, which is not too good. Schanke arrives and fires off a couple of shots, which get the mob's attention. Schanke helps Nick get Gault safely to the car.

Nick flashes back to when the mob hung him, he remembers that the lynch mob members told Mr. Moss to light him up and send him to hell.

Back in the precinct, Nick ignores the mob members who tell Nick to give them Gault as he gets into the car. Gault is in the back seat with Schanke.

Inside the precinct, the girl with Cynthia cannot pick Gault out of a lineup and neither can the old woman that saw a prowler.

Gault is seated at the table in the interrogation room telling them he would like to make a statement. Cohen reminds him that he can have a lawyer.

Nick, Natalie and a female officer are watching the interrogation from the observation room. Natalie comments that she had to see the killer in the flesh, she had to see his eyes. When the female officer comments that Gault should be ashamed, Natalie angrily comments that Gault should be dead. The venom in Natalie's voice worries Nick. Natalie learns that Cynthia's parents are on their way to the morgue.

Gault asks for medical attention, still quite drunk. Natalie is still watching him.

In the bullpen, Cohen, Schanke and Nick talk about how Gault knows that any confession made while drunk and without a lawyer would be inadmissible, which is why they didn't let him confess. They know they have nothing on him. Their moods darken when they learn that Sheppard, who believes that murderers need counseling and a hug, that they have the same rights as the victim. They comment that the last guy Sheppard got off went back and murdered his whole family. Dr. Reston hears all of this.

Natalie watches Dr. Reston treat Gault. She watches Reston prepare an injection and give it to Gault along the wound, then stitches him up.

Inside Cohen's office, Sheppard tells the three officers that Gault has to be released, and points out that the girl who helped with the composite couldn't identify him from the lineup and neither could the older woman. They have no proof, which they need in order to hold him. Cohen points out his history of priors for child molestation are enough to hold him. A war nearly breaks out between Sheppard and Schanke as she tells him she is in charge of keeping things under control and Schanke comments that she just wants to see her name in the paper. She thinks she is far superior to them.

Nick again flashes back to Williamsburg and enters the home of one of the killers, who freaks out when he sees Nick. Nick asks why the guy killed him.   He is told that everyone knows he killed the woman. Nick's angry and tells them that he was never given a chance. The guy told Nick that his boss told him so. Nick comments that he wants revenge and drains the guy.

Shepherd tells the three officers that she will not see the law bent or broken and that they must protect Gault from the vigilantes or he will sue them. When that is questioned, she tells them that is a precedent. The officers are not happy. She says that is the only way they can stay near Gault. Reston brings blood test results that get Gault released.

Trouble breaks out when Natalie learns that the blood type does not match. The DNA testing is underway and difficult due to so-so samples. Natalie is not happy to learn that Dr. Reston has been working her lab. She asks Cohen for a chance to do the lab work and Cohen tells her that she is too close. Sheppard looks way too smug, which upsets and angers Natalie. Natalie loses it and slaps Sheppard across the face calling her a bitch. Nick grabs hold of Natalie to prevent more trouble. Sheppard tells Natalie she will probably see her in court (for assault). Cohen tells Natalie that she is out of it, and to go home. Natalie angrily yells that she is not finished as Nick escorts her out by the arms.

Natalie is sitting on the floor in front of the fire in her fireplace tossing the missing child flyers into the flames one by one. Nick is seated on the couch. She tells him that she heard from Cynthia's devastated father.  She tells him that the parents will never recover. Natalie has tears in her eyes as she asks Nick how there can be men like that who hurt and kill children. Nick tells her that he still has trouble comprehending that sort of Evil. She angrily tells Nick that Gault has to pay. He leaves knowing there is nothing more he can do for her and that she has to work through her grief.

Inside the Captain's office, Cohen, Nick, and Schanke cannot believe what Sheppard is telling them. They have to baby-sit Gault because if they let him go, he is dead. Nick tries to act as peacemaker before the full war breaks out between Schanke and Sheppard. He asks Sheppard why cannot they keep Gault in protective custody in the precinct and learns that they can only do that if Gault agrees to it. They all know he will not. Schanke is not at all happy that they have to tuck him in at home. Cohen tells them to take him to a motel outside of town until everything cools down and to sit on him until the DNA stuff comes in, hopefully positive. Schanke grumbles makes a vague threat, which gets him a warning glare from Cohen.

Nick again flashes back to Williamsburg. His fangs are embedded in the guy from the end of the previous flashback. Once he finishes draining the man, he lets him fall to the floor and wipes his mouth satisfied by his hot meal. His pleasure over his revenge shows on his face.

In Cohen's office, she warns them that Gault can not come back in worse shape than he left in and makes sure they understand it. She is a little worried, even though both have nodded their understanding.

Natalie is still seated in front of her fireplace. She's thinking about recent events and has that same look she gets every time she's concentrating on a tough puzzle and is near the answer. She looks like she has solved something as she gets up and leaves with a determined look on her face. Her expression conveying what's going on in her mind better than words ever could.

Nick, Schanke and Gault are in a really low budget motel. Gault is acting as if nothing serious is going on while Nick is on the telephone reporting in and Schanke is playing solitaire. Nick tells Cohen that they are in their room and everything's secure. Nick tells Schanke they are going to put a rush on the DNA so they should have the answer by morning. Schanke asks what the chances are that Gault will reform, as they both know there is little to no chance of it happening. Schanke reminds Nick that when Gault is released, another child will die. Nick is not happy, knowing Schanke's right. Schanke tells Nick about the mini tape recorder that he bought in case Gault talks in his sleep.

Natalie's heading for her office and just misses being spotted by the security guard hitting the key box right next to the door to her lab. She checks to make sure it is clear before she enters her lab and heads straight for the smaller fridge. She searches two shelves, surprised not to find the samples she wants, needs. She turns on the light as she walks into the cooler and stops next to Cynthia's sheet covered body. After a moment she removes the small hand from under the sheet, lovingly strokes it, takes a deep breath and sadly looks at it as she scrapes under a fingernail.

While Schanke and Gault are sleeping in the cheap motel room, Nick's watching the prisoner and toying with the tape recorder. He wakes Gault up and hears Gault complaining that he does not feel too good. Nick reminds Gault that he wanted to make a statement, to which Gault comments that it would have been thrown out because he was drunk. Gault looks like he is in pain. Nick whammies Gault to confess to taking and killing Cynthia. Deep down Gault does want to confess and does so. Gault admits he grabbed Cynthia Luce and she fought him, so he stuffed a rag in her mouth and did her out in the woods, with her still fighting him. He tells Nick that the children pick him as he watches them on playgrounds and streets. He says that they tell him to take them, to do it to them. Gault looks like he has passed out.

Nick flashes back to Williamsburg again. The last guy's boss is cleaning his counter when he sees Nick and is both angered and repulsed, calling Nick a dirty scum, asking how he got out of the noose. Nick comments that his technique needs work. When the balding man threatens Nick's life as he attacks, Nick defends himself and pins the guy to the wall. Nick comments that the guy executed him as the guy is trying to free himself from Nick's hand around his throat. He tells Nick to let him go and he is a free man. Nick asks why the guy is showing lenience and why he does not still want him dead. Nick tells the guy that he was wrong about Nick and for that, he is going to die. He sinks his fangs into the guy and drains him.

Back in the cheap motel room, Nick shuts off the tape recorder and has second thoughts as he thinks about what he has done. He realizes he has to destroy the tape and pulls it out of the case.

Inside Natalie's office, she's comparing her test results to the file open on the file drawer and can't understand how the other doctor could've botched it so badly. She's both surprised and concerned by the erroneous results.

Inside the cheap motel room, Schanke thanks Nick for letting him have the catnap, and asks how Gault can sleep like nothing's wrong. Schanke comments that he does not sleep that well on vacation. Gault rolls over into an odd position and does not sound too good, causing Schanke to ask if they should call for help.

Nick has another Williamsburg flashback as he finishes draining his executioner and drops the body. He is once again satisfied by his revenge until he sees LaCroix and learns he was the true criminal. LaCroix has again set Nick up. Nick is ashamed because he got caught in another one of LaCroix's sick mind games. LaCroix comments that Nick's now guilty of the same thing as those he killed.

In the motel room, Gault lets out a strange gasp and dies. Nick rushes over and checks Gault for a pulse, ordering a shocked, stunned Schanke to call 911 when he does not find any life signs. Nick starts CPR and has a flashback to the dead guy on the floor. Schanke returns and sees Nick still aggressively doing CPR. Nick stops long enough to check for a pulse.  When he does not find one he tells Schanke that Gault is dead.

Gault's zipped into a body bag, as Schanke tells Nick that Sheppard's going to have a fit. Nick reminds his partner that Gault had a heart attack, causing Schanke to comment it was from the wrong kind of excitement, and that there is justice in the world. Dr. Reston tells them that it looks like a massive coronary thrombosis, but will not know for sure until she has completed the enzyme test. When Nick tells her he tried to resuscitate him, she tells Nick that he died instantly because his heart exploded. Schanke seems quite upset by Gault's death and comments that even though he says he wants someone to die, he never means it.

Via the telephone, Natalie tells the Captain that Reston's diagnosis is fine with her at this point, that if she says it was a heart attack, it was, and does not need to look it over. Natalie is looking at the Crimeline Network from her home computer as she is talking to Cohen. She apologizes for what happened with Sheppard and hopes everyone understands. Natalie logs onto the Criminal Justice System and looks up Dr. Emma Reston, M.D. She tells Cohen that taking her vacation now might not be a bad idea, agreeing with Cohen's suggestion. After she hangs up she looks up medical reports and physical exams deeply intrigued by something.

Inside the precinct, Cohen tells someone that she considers the case closed. Sheppard is in Cohen's office with Nick and Schanke reading them the riot act for Gault dying in their custody, threatening an full investigation. She is not at all happy to have lost her ticket to major publicity and possibly a way out of the public defender's office. Cohen tells them that the case will continue until they find Cynthia Luce's kidnapper and killer and prove Gault either innocent or guilty of it. Cohen also comments that she'd be happy to see Sheppard in court for the potentially slanderous accusations Sheppard is making suggesting criminal conduct of her officers. Sheppard angrily grumbles that it is not over as she storms out, upset that they did not treat her like the legal goddess she thinks she is. Schanke is happy and it shows. Cohen tells her detectives that she wants solid proof that Gault did it for Cynthia's parents and Dr. Lambert's sake, and that she wants the case closed correctly.

Natalie's still on her computer, this time looking at Gault's files from the prison system. She sees that Dr. Reston was the most recent person to access the file. She gets that heavy concentration look again as she reads the file.

In the bullpen, Schanke has the exact same file pulled up on his computer screen. Nick approaches and tells Schanke that the DNA from the samples they brought in matches Gault, yet the blood type didn't match, and asks how that's possible. Schanke comments that maybe the samples were contaminated, or there were problems with the testing procedures as he had seen it happen before. That it does not really matter because Gault did it. Schanke gives Nick a surprising piece of information. He tells him that Gault's medical history shows he was treated twice for arrhythmic tachycardia, once when he went into prison and again when paroled seven months ago, which makes it a pre-existing condition. They both comment on how Dr. Reston seemed to know this when she told him that the heart just blew up and nothing would have helped. Nick suspects something and it shows in his expression. Schanke starts to second-guess their actions and Nick tells him that they did all they could and not to beat himself up over it.

Nick calls Natalie but her machine picks up. She listens to Nick ask how she's doing and that he'd like to stop by as it sometimes helps to have someone to talk to. Natalie's on her way out, yet seems to hesitate a moment as if temporarily unsure what to do. A moment later her determination returns and she leaves.

She enters her dark lab and slips into a pair of gloves. She is seen by an older security guard that enters her lab and startles her. He apologizes and comments that he thought she was on a leave of absence and even heard rumors she was suspended. He offers his condolences and tells her how he cannot imagine how horrible it is. She thanks him and he tells her that he will let her get back to work, and will not see her again until she is officially on duty. She asks him to please not tell anyone she was there, and he agrees to it, then leaves. Natalie has a cold, angry look on her face as she pulls down the sheet and momentarily stares at Gault's face. She gets on with her work. She takes a skin sample from Gault's scalp laceration.

Nick enters Natalie's apartment, calls out to her and grows concerned when there is only silence. He sees her computer screen showing Dr. Reston was the last one to access Gault's information, turns and leaves, knowing exactly where to find Natalie.

Natalie runs a test on the sample she took from Gault's wound and flashes back to Reston treating Gault, telling him the injection was a local anesthetic. That Reston looked at her through the observation window as if she knew Natalie was there. The reaction of the sample plus test chemical shocks Natalie, who suddenly realizes she is not alone, but Dr. Reston is there now. Natalie confronts her. Natalie tells Reston she knows Reston used an old KGB trick to cause Gault's heart attack. Reston tells Natalie that she was raped when she was Cynthia's age and could not do anything about it.

Nick's on his way to the morgue.

Inside Natalie's office, Reston tells Natalie that the guy came back for her when he got out. Reston tells Natalie that once she had the skills she went after him. That she did that to Gault for them. Nick arrives and is concerned when he sees the tense situation. When he asks Natalie if she is okay, she tells him what Reston did.  She tells Reston she is sorry for what happened to her. Reston tells them she has no regrets, never has and never will regret her actions.

Inside Cohen's office, Schanke learns what happened.  He finds out that the Crown is working out a charge for Reston as well as reopening the Calgary case. Schanke's confused as he tells them Reston should get a medal and then comments that he doesn't know, when Cohen questions him. He asks how Natalie goes on. Cohen tells him that Natalie does because there is no other choice, and how it must hurt more than can be imagined.

At the cemetery, Natalie is squatted down before Cynthia's grave in tears telling the little girl that she loves her as she lays a bouquet of flowers on the grave. When she is ready, she sadly stands and heads for the Caddy where Nick waits for her, safe from the pre-dawn light. He hates to see his best friend in so much pain. He is saddened, knowing exactly how she is feeling. Natalie enters the car and immediately turns to Nick, needing the comfort of his arms. They hug, wordlessly comforting each other. After a couple of moments, she turns towards the side window teary-eyed. Her devastation is clearly written on her face, especially in her eyes.

Nick pulls away leaving the headstone with Cynthia Lambert Luce's name on it and Natalie's flowers resting against the stone as the final shot.

The end.
Bad Blood

Season 2, Episode 4 (aired as episode 9)

Written by James Johnston

Directed by Allan Kroeker

Guest stars:

Liam O'Neal................... Cedric Smith

Bridget Hellman............. Kimberly Huie

Grace Balthazar.............. Sandi Ross

Miklos............................ Earl Pastko

Father Hurley................. John Swindells

Karl................................ Todd William Schroeder

Sharon............................ Krista Bridges

Barber/The Ripper.......... Ken Ketter

Raven Waitress............... Theodora Farray

Irish Man........................ Cliff Saunders

Young O'Neal Boy.......... John E. Campbell

Policewoman................... Lesley Kelly

Jogger............................. Bryan Renfro

A couple is walking through the park on a date, unaware that someone is watching them. They stop and kiss, stopping only when they hear a noise. Karl hears it before Shannon does. When the leaves continue to rustle, they become scared and hurry to their car. She makes it inside, but he is mauled. They both scream. She watches her date get ripped apart.

In Natalie's office, she is dictating into her tape recorder as she starts the autopsy. Nick and Schanke are by the desk. The victim weighs 143 pounds, has gaping wounds on the right cheek and neck, along with damage to the chest. Nick learns Schanke's hiding from Cohen because he never finished the Robinson report and she wants it. He tells Schanke to finish it. The victim was ripped apart, possibly by animal predatation. She tells them to list it as a homicide. Nick asks if she has any idea what happened and hears she would rather not speculate on what was capable of doing it. Grace enters telling the two detectives they are needed at the precinct ASAP. Natalie tells the victim to rest in peace.

In the bullpen, Bridget hands Nick the girlfriend's statement from the park murder last night, telling him there's not much to it. Nick is not happy.

Nick enters the Captain's office and is introduced to Inspector Liam O'Neal from Ireland. O'Neal comments on the football player being ripped apart by something unknown. Nick jokes that he is not needed as Bridget gives O'Neal a copy of the girlfriend's interview transcript. Nick asks how it's of interest to O'Neal, and hears there were similar murders, four in Dublin in 1979, four in Iceland in 1983, and seven in 1987 in a retirement home in Maine. All the victims had the same MO, a jagged gash across the jugular and throat. He likes to carve them up. O'Neal has pictures to back up his story. Cohen tells them the Chief Inspector has Interpol clearance so she is opening the books to them and he is to have full cooperation. She tells Nick she knows Schanke is avoiding her, and he is to have the Robinson report on her desk tomorrow night. Bridget Hellman tells them she wants to be a part of the investigation. After a brief discussion about how she needs to get involved in the fieldwork of her first homicide at some point, Cohen tells her it's up to Nick and O'Neal. Cohen leaves for home. Hellman hopes the guys will say yes. Nick sees how eager she is and tells her it is time she got her feet wet. He tells her to tell Schanke he can stop hiding, so they can get started. While Hellman hunts down Schanke, O'Neal tells Nick he would like to set some ground rules when they are all together so no toes get stepped on. Nick asks if he has registered to carry a gun so the department can get him one. He tells Nick he will not need one. Nick comments they do not carry them in Ireland. He looks at Nick as he tells him it will not be useful for what they are hunting, making Nick a little uneasy.

A male jogger is taking his nightly run, stops to check his pulse and is attacked. It looks like an animal's ripping him apart as he screams.

Schanke tells O'Neal he has an aunt who married a guy from Dublin by way of Athens. O'Neal comments it is an interesting combination, hearing they get together every St. Patrick's day and dye the Ouzo green. Hellman rushes in to tell them about the new attack.

At the latest crime scene, the detectives and O'Neal are looking at the sheet-covered body. O'Neal comments the body is ripped apart yet there is hardly any blood, asking Nick where it went. Nick tells him he does not know. O'Neal comments he thought Nick might have a few ideas and walks away. Nick's trying figure out what O'Neal meant as Natalie approaches, asking what it was all about. He tells her he does not know. She starts to tell him it looks like a vampire attack, but is cut off by a slightly cranky Nick telling her he knows. She walks away, noticing Hellman looks a little sick, telling her to take a walk with her and to take slow deep breaths. Hellman tells them she thought she could handle it, and hears Natalie tell her it is okay. O'Neal watches Nick leave as his hand goes up to his neck as if it hurts.

Inside the Raven, Janette repeats the victim's injuries asking if Nick is trying to entertain her. She sobers up when he tells her the bodies were drained of blood. He notices and asks for the name. She tells him he has had so many names, like they all have. Nick insists on a name and she reluctantly tells him it's Jack the Ripper, surprising him.

O'Neal tells Natalie that she is a pleasant change from the usual medical examiner. She's amused and inquires, learning she's young, beautiful and does not smoke cigars. She tells him to spare the Irish charm because she has had her shots. O'Neal comments Nick left the crime scene abruptly and thanks Natalie for giving them a lift, tells them he's sorry to hear about Nick's sun allergy. Natalie is a little concerned. O'Neal asks if Nick is married, hearing Schanke comment it will not happen, intriguing O'Neal and worrying Natalie.

In the car, O'Neal asks about Nick's family. Schanke tells them they are from Chicago but he has never met them. Natalie changes the subject to how she would love to visit County Cork sometime. O'Neal tells her about the beauty of the land, but it is the people who truly make it great, even if they are a strange breed. Natalie comments on the Blarney stone and Leprechauns. He tells her not to put the little people down because many sober, fine, upstanding people have seen them. He tells her about it being an old culture who still believes in superstitions. Schanke wisecracks about the bogeyman and hears there are creatures which more sophisticated people on this side of the ocean would not believe in, creatures from your worst nightmare. Natalie is more concerned after she and O'Neal exchange looks. O'Neal asks Natalie if she believes, hearing she does not, but it is not totally convincing. He asks what she thinks of vampires, totally startling her and it shows. Schanke urgently tells her to watch the road, causing her to make a massive swerve. Liam asks if it is something he said as she just looks at him. Schanke grumbles about a dropped hot dog.

Inside the Raven, Janette tells Nick the Ripper is more than a vampire. LaCroix feared him when he made him. Nick surprised by this. Janette's upset and a little scared as she admits he does not know who it is.

There is a flashback to 1888 London, England. LaCroix is lying on a table in agony. Janette is playing nurse, worried about him. Nick enters. LaCroix sarcastically comments to Nick that he hopes he didn't ruin his evening, and to make sure the barber is dead, if he isn't, he's to kill him. Nick asks what happened and learns the barber poisoned LaCroix. LaCroix sends Janette to fetch him fresh blood. Nick tells LaCroix he's done killing innocents and starts to leaving, telling LaCroix he gets it, LaCroix's upset because he met someone as depraved as he is. LaCroix tells him the barber has an evil that he cannot begin to fathom.   He could not finish him because the taste of his putrid flesh made him sick, and the barber is dangerously insane. LaCroix seems to be in pain. He tells Nick the barber threatens to expose them all. LaCroix begs Nick to help and Nick refuses, even Janette's tearful pleas are refused. He tells her to let LaCroix suffer. He is leaving for America tomorrow. LaCroix comments that Nick's lost to them, and prays the barber does not come across.

In the Raven, Nick comments the Ripper is the barber. Janette comments on the numbers dead over the centuries by country. That the last country's kills were stupid frenzies that drew attention them. Nick asks why he was never told and learns it was because LaCroix knew he would react like he is. Nick had his chance.

Inside a hotel room at sunrise, O'Neal is drinking something alcoholic as he looks out the closed curtains, yelping in pain and jumping back from the sunlight, shutting the small gap. He seems to be more sun sensitive than Nick is. His hand goes to his neck.

O'Neal flashes back to being eight years old and carried into a church. Father Hurley learns Liam was hurt and found dazed in the street, his mother dead in an alleyway. The priest takes one look at the wounds and tells them to bring him to the fountain as O'Neal's struggles, telling them they don't have much time as the evil is quickly spreading. The Father tells them to hold on tight as he sprinkles Holy water over the two bloody marks on O'Neal's neck.

In the hotel room, O'Neal bolts upright in pain, his hand going to his neck as he breathes hard, seemingly afraid.

At sunset, Natalie enters the loft apologizing for waking Nick. He tells her he would have to be asleep first, and asks what's wrong. She tells him O'Neal has been asking many questions about him, has been through his personnel file. Both are concerned. He learns O'Neal's asked if he has family, where he is from, if anyone has seen him in the daylight. She was asked if she believes in vampires as she nervously plays with her fingers. Nick asks if O'Neal actually asked and she confirms it. She asks if O'Neal knows what he is, hearing he does not know, a puzzled look on his face. O'Neal knows it is a vampire doing the killing. Natalie's both surprised and not surprised by that. He tells her she will never believe who it is.

In the bullpen, O'Neal asks Hellman if she thinks he will kill again, hearing he will. He always kills four times before moving on, in a place his feels safe, and is territorial so they will all be in one of the downtown parks. The Iceland victims were lab workers leaving the night shift, the Dublin victims were nurses and residents. O'Neal is very impressed. Schanke is trying to stay invisible. Cohen approaches. Schanke says they were talking about the case and he will go do the Robinson report now. O'Neal tells Cohen Bridget is a fine officer. Cohen gives him a strange look when he tells her they are going to see what Bridget is really made of. He tells her they are going to the morgue to check on the victim. Hellman is not happy.

Natalie repeats the words Jack the Ripper finding it a little hard, but not impossible, to believe. Nick tells her he is out there somewhere. She is not surprised LaCroix brought Jack across. Nick tells her he could have stopped it sounding a bit angsty. She tells him it is not his fault because he would have had to do something he had sworn not to do.

Nick flashes back to 1888 London. He walks down the alley behind the barbershop and sees the barber slumped against the wall. He pushes the barber's head to side, revealing the fang marks. Nick feels the evil in the blood as soon as he touches it, quickly pulls his hand away and walks away, leaving LaCroix to clean up his own mess.

In the loft, Natalie reminds Nick everyone has regrets and unfinished business. He reminds her his is a killing machine, which he could have done something about.

Inside the morgue's cooler, O'Neal examines a body while Hellman stays near the door. He learns it is not her first, but probably the worst she has seen. He approaches her asking if the effect are emotional or physical, hearing it is both. He tells her she will get over the physical, but the day she gets over the emotional, she has been a cop too long.

Nick lands in the park and uses his enhanced vision to find any remaining traces of blood. It shows up as little bright spots. Nick examines the dirt around a tree where he thought saw blood, but there is nothing. He seems a little disappointed.

Liam and Bridget exit the cooler. Grace learns they saw all they wanted and leaves. O'Neal tells Hellman he was mainly looking for her reaction. He gives her a silver Celtic cross, telling her he's superstitious and wants her not to take it off while he is there. She is a little surprised, hearing it's a good luck charm. She kisses him on the cheek, surprising him. Schanke tells them they are welcome to join him in taking soil samples. O'Neal sends Bridget. He wants to talk to the victim's girlfriend. Nick comments they have gone over her statements a dozen times. O'Neal says he likes to get a sense of the person. Nick leaves and Schanke follows a moment later. O'Neal looks slightly puzzled as he tries to figure Nick out.

In the Caddy, Schanke teases Hellman for getting so personal with O'Neal. She tells him they are just partners. Schanke asks Nick if he has ever kissed him and gets slapped upside the head by Hellman, amusing Nick. Nick tells her if he keeps bothering her, she has his permission to shoot Schanke. She tells them she was just thanking O'Neal for his gift. She holds the cross in front of Nick's face so he can see it and he wildly swerves across the street. Schanke asks if everyone has suddenly forgotten how to drive.

In the bullpen, O'Neal's reading a report at Nick's desk, and pokes around in the top drawer, finding a Raven matchbook. He wonders if he should check out the place.

O'Neal enters the Raven studying it as he walks to the bar. Miklos tells him it is last Call. Liam asks about Nick, but is told he does not make money on information. Liam orders a Lager, and is pointed to a table clear across the room. Janette is warily watching from the far end of the bar. O'Neal heads for his table, his hand on his throat as if it hurts. A waitress brings his drink. Liam bribes her for information about Nick and learns she does not know Nick. He grabs her and presses his Celtic cross very close to her face. She tells him he's crazy and yells for Miklos. O'Neal's stunned and apologizes. Miklos quickly arrives, and has the cross pressed against his forehead, angering him. It looks like Miklos is in pain only to those who know him well. O'Neal apologizes, and is thrown out of the club. He tells the waitresses she can keep the money. The waitress approaches Janette asking what that was about, hearing it must have been a Jehovah's Witness. LaCroix walks up behind Janette and tells her to make sure he arrives before sunrise. She makes the call.

Nick, Schanke and Hellman enter the bullpen. Nick gets his telephone message, hears it sounds important and dumps the soil sample bags into a confused Schanke's arm, telling Schanke to sign him out.

Nick races the predawn light to answer LaCroix's message, sent through Janette.

Inside the Raven, Nick approaches Janette wanting to know what was so urgent because it's nearly sunrise. She tells him he is waiting in the back. LaCroix is playing mournful music not heard since Dark Knight. Nick comments that LaCroix has been hiding there. LaCroix tells Nick he has not been hiding, but taking up Janette's kind offer of shelter, and will do the same for him since the sun's now high in the sky. Nick asks why he was brought there. LaCroix tells Nick he's doing him a favor and wants nothing from him. Nick learns O'Neal was a half drained mortal who never tasted enough vampire blood to come across, so he's halfway between mortal and vampire, which makes one a hunter. And he is specifically hunting Nick to avenge his family. Nick is not happy to learn the favor LaCroix's doing him is introducing O'Neal to the barber. LaCroix tells Nick he is cleaning up his mess. Nick tells him he will have no part in it, realizing why he has been called there at dawn. LaCroix shows Nick his magic dust, asking if it looks familiar. When Nick winces, LaCroix says it's soybean residue, knowing LaCroix planted it to draw O'Neal to LaCroix's creation. LaCroix giggles at his own cleverness.

In the bullpen, Natalie, Cohen and Hellman discuss the soy bean dust found at the crime scenes and on the bodies. Natalie asks how she could have missed it the first time. She tells them the high water content and pitting suggests it is old. Cohen tells them the Queen's Key Mill closed about five years ago. Hellman suggests it is a good place for a killer to hide. Natalie asks if Nick or O'Neal is in yet, growing concerned when neither is. She tries to keep her worry buried but does not succeed too well as she tells Cohen Bridget should go with one of them. Schanke is busily working on the Robinson report when Cohen approaches. He tells her it should be done by tomorrow. She tells him to take a break, surprising him, and it shows. She tells him to take Hellman to what she thinks is the killer's lair and let her down easily when she's wrong. Natalie tells Cohen she wishes they would wait for Nick or O'Neal. Natalie watches Schanke and Hellman leave, afraid for their safety, and their lives. Cohen tells her it is just routine.

Inside the Raven's backroom, LaCroix tells Nick the wheels are in motion and he can do nothing because the sun is up. Nick's not happy, but has reluctantly accepted he is stuck there for the day.

Schanke and Hellman push the loading dock door partially up and duck under it. The mill is so dark that their flashlights barely light their way. Schanke tells her they will split up and use their walkie-talkies for communication.

Natalie calls the empty loft and Nick's car telephone, getting no response. She's frustrated and worried. She has an idea and heads out of her office.

In the Raven, LaCroix tells Nick O'Neal is already up and out because he can take far more light than they can. Nick tells them that it is not O'Neal that he is worried about.

Inside the bullpen, O'Neal enters and heads straight for Natalie. She fills him in on Hellman and Schanke. He asks how much she knows, trying to figure out if she truly knows about vampires. She tells him she knows enough to know they had better get there before sunset, confirming a bunch of things for O'Neal. Only a little of it shows in his expression. He tells her they do not have time to gather the proper tools and hopes she is feeling particularly brave.

The sun is setting as Schanke and Hellman are still searching the mill. He scares her when his voice suddenly comes over her walkie-talkie. They both found nothing and will call it quits in a few minutes.

In the Raven, Nick calls Cohen, learns what's going on and tells her she should have stopped them. He manages to keep most of his concern for their safety and lives from his voice. She asks if there is anything he did not tell her. He tells her there is not, sounding a bit more worried. LaCroix hangs up on them, which Cohen finds a little odd. LaCroix tells Nick it is far too late now. LaCroix comments they will be long gone by the time he locates them. The instant the sun dips below the horizon, Nick bolts. LaCroix is truly enjoying himself while Janette looks disgusted, revolted, and angered by LaCroix's behavior. She again feels a bit helpless having been forced to betray Nick once again.

Schanke and Hellman are still searching. She approaches a pair of large steel doors secured with what looks like a new chain and padlock. She calls Schanke telling him she's at a dead end, and it's getting really dark. Both are quite spooked and it shows. They decide to meet back at the car in a few minutes. When she turns back to the doors, the lock is open, spooking her and making her curious.

O'Neal and Natalie are outside the mill nervously searching for any signs of their friends or the vampire. When he asks which direction she thinks it is in, she suggests they split up. He does not like the idea, tells her to lock herself in the car and stay perfectly still. He won't listen to her, telling her not to argue because she only thinks she knows what she is dealing with, having absolutely no idea how much she has seen and done. He walks away.

Nick is flying over the city looking for his friends.

Hellman's curiosity gets the better of her and she goes into the previously locked room. She sees a simple coffin. A moment later she sees Jack the Ripper vamped out, growling at her, terrifying her. She runs for the door, never having been so scared, as Schanke's voice comes over the walkie-talking. She does not respond. She slams the doors shut and secures it with a metal bar through the handles. It pounds on the door like a large wild animal. Her terror shows in her voice when she tells Schanke it is there. Schanke is terrified because the killer is there and because of her fear. He asks where she is and hears an ear-shattering scream. Bridget pulls her gun as Jack the Ripper breaks the door open. She fires at him. Schanke's startled by the gunshot, knowing it only means big trouble. She runs from the vampire as fast as she can, while Schanke is running towards her as fast as he can.

Natalie and O'Neal are startled by the gunshot and run inside, her right behind him. When asked what she is doing there, she tells him she heard the gunshot. O'Neal shouts for Bridget, getting no response. He tells Natalie they are outside and asks for her car keys. She tells him they are in the ignition as they run back outside.

Bridget runs down the fire escape as fast as she can, the along the side of the building, right into the barber, who grabs her and bites her.

Natalie hears Bridget scream and tries to find her, running around the side of the building just in time to see her being drained. She screams out Bridget's name along with no! Jack the Ripper sees her at the same moment car headlights illuminate his face. Her car is speeding towards her, forcing her to quickly move out of the way. He rushes past her and slams into the mill, causing a fire. Nick lands well behind Natalie and approaches her. They see O'Neal terrified, stuck in the flaming car. Nick is scared, but rips the door off the car, pulling O'Neal free. The barber's pinned by the car's hood and screams as he is engulfed in flames. The barber and Natalie's car become one huge fireball, startling them all with the large kaboom. O'Neal tells Nick he has his thanks and secrecy. Nick is not like the others.

Schanke walks out asking what happened. O'Neal holds Bridget's body, holding the cross, telling her she should have told her why. He crying, telling her he is sorry. Nick, Natalie, and Schanke look on in shock along with some sadness.

Inside Cohen's office, Natalie, Cohen, O'Neal and Schanke are there. Schanke tells them he still does not get it, a bandage above his left eye. O'Neal tells him people are capable of extreme strength and callous murder. Schanke comments it was a steel door. Natalie reminds him of the stories of the kid who lift the car off their mother. O'Neal tells him it was extreme madness and to be grateful they cannot understand because it means they are human. He thanks them and offers his condolences, telling them the killer would still be out there if it wasn't for Bridget, and it's a fitting tribute. Cohen suggests Nick do the report so Natalie gets her car reimbursement as soon as possible. Schanke asks for one more day, getting the message.

All but Cohen leaves her office. Natalie and O'Neal find a quiet place to talk. She tells him Nick will be in soon and will miss not being able to say goodbye. O'Neal tells her he has a red eye to catch. She comments on another night traveler and tells him she would like to study him, surprising and intriguing him. He tells her he would like that. They are attracted to each other. He kisses her fingers as he sadly tells her that as much as it pains him, he hopes they never meet again.

Inside the Raven, Janette says LaCroix was right.  Nick had made a mistake in not killing O'Neal. Nick comments O'Neal cleaned up a mess, and he is in O'Neal's debt. Janette reminds him it's the same problem as before, and asks how long before O'Neal forgets Nick helped him and comes hunting, knowing where they are.

O'Neal is waiting in a graveyard, a crossbow with a wooden bolt in his hand.  He hears Bridget call his name, turns, tells her he's been expecting her and shoots her with the crossbow. Her body hits the ground. A look of sadness and regret in O'Neal's eyes as he has just killed a friend, but knew he had no choice.

The end

Can't Run, Can't Hide

Season 2, Episode 11 (aired as episode 10)

Written by Ron Taylor

Directed by Jon Cassar

Guest stars:

Casey Brooks/Lt. Drake............. Clark Johnson

Tran............................................ Von Flores

Abraham Lindley......................... Richard McMillan

Kyle the Grocery Boy................. Gordon Michael Woolvett

Young Soldier.............................. Gabriel Hogan

Vietnamese Moth......................... Bernadette Li

Damon......................................... Richard Campbell

Beverly......................................... Nicole Greenspan

Asian Child.................................. Kimberlyn Ungshang

Vampire....................................... William Corno

A teenage boy, Kyle, makes a grocery delivery to a man who lives behind a locked chain link fence. The owner is a shotgun wielding paranoid man, Mr. Lindley. Kyle asks Lindley to put down the gun. He tells Kyle he never puts down his gun, even while sleeping. Lindley asks Kyle if he has talked to Casey Brooks yet, not happy when Kyle says he has called but Casey has not called back. Lindley yells for Kyle to go visit Casey, scaring Kyle. Lindley screams that if Casey does not come to him, he will go to him, running towards Kyle. Kyle bolts for his truck and leaves as fast as he can. Lindley is yelling he cannot take it much longer. The man senses something and becomes quiet. Before he can do more than look up he is attacked by something that did not come in through the gate. He screams.

It is now a crime scene. Natalie finishes her examination and tells Schanke she will have more when the body gets to the lab. Schanke comments it is amateur night. Natalie's surprised and a little hurt. Schanke realizes this and tells her he did not mean her. He meant the killer who did everything but leave his business card. He shows her the bagged knife, which is matched up to the sheaf on the victim's hip, showing he was killed with his own knife. Schanke tells her the victim was armed to the teeth and nothing was taken. Whoever killed him did it fast and hard. Natalie asks what Nick thinks and learns he is meditating on it. She nods and walks away telling him she will check the knife for prints.

Inside, Nick is studying an Oriental character or word written on the wall. Schanke comments he is sure the graffiti is important and asks about the murder weapon they found. Nick's there but not there.

Nick flashes back to South Vietnam in 1971. He is in a military uniform driving a jeep with the Red Cross symbol painted on the hood. He sees the same Oriental character/word carved into a tree trunk and looks ahead worried.

In the present, Nick comments Bin Loc, a disgusted look on his face. Schanke asks about it, tells him it can wait as they go over to the collection of guns all laid out on a table. Nick sees everything from handguns to serious assault rifles, asking if they all belong to the victim. Schanke tells him they all have serial numbers but none are registered. There are a lot of calls inside the US, which shows the guy's American. Schanke mentions the grocery delivery and the APB on the delivery boy. Nick sees a note reading Ministry of Correctional Services and a telephone number along with Casey Brook's name and extension stuck to a page in the phone book. The landlady told Schanke Lindley had been there for three months and never went out. No one knew him or had seen him. He made his neighbors very nervous. Nick comments the guy would make him nervous. He learns Lindley was not on parole, so maybe he knew a parole officer.

Kyle is inside one of the precinct interview rooms telling them Casey Brooks was all Mr. Lindley ever talked about. He called Casey who had never heard of Lindley. He had no idea why Lindley wanted to talk to him. He asked once and got a look telling him he had better not ask again. He says that there were a few times he thought Lindley was going to attack him, but he was just a strange guy. Kyle realizes they suspect him. Nick tells Kyle none of the guns was fired so it was someone he knew. Kyle tells them Lindley did not even trust his shadow. Kyle does not know what or who Lindley was afraid of, and it seems like everyone and everything scared him.

Outside the room, Nick tells Schanke the kid's not big enough to have taken Lindley on in hand to hand. Schanke comments he could have helped someone through the defenses. They want to know why an American not on parole is desperate to talk to a Canadian parole officer who has never heard of him. Cohen asks if they know Casey Brooks runs nightly seminars for youthful offenders on probation as well as other community services, and is very highly thought of at City Hall.

In the Caddy, Schanke tells Nick Casey Brooks sounds like a saint and he doesn't trust anyone who sounds that good.

Nick flashes back to South Vietnam. He is inoculating a group of children and adults, having a good rapport with them, giving them a lollipop when finished. Some speak good English. He asks about the symbol carved into the tree and learns it is from a no longer used system and means clean, but they do not know who put it there.

Nick has snapped back to the present by Schanke telling him Casey works with kids. He sometimes feels like Nick is not listening to him. He is a little annoyed and it shows.

Inside a building, a group of teens is waiting for someone who is late. Some want to split while others tell them it is a bad idea. Suddenly a large coil of rope thuds to the floor startling everyone. Casey slides down it. When asked about the dramatic entrance, Casey tells them it is like trouble, which will drop on them faster than he did. He was not late, they just didn't see him. The teens are there because they were in trouble, and are supposed to learn how to anticipate trouble and avoid it. He is their visual reminder. Casey tells them he hung out on the room to see who tried to split. Damon's embarrassed. Casey tells them excuses will not keep them out of trouble.

Nick and Schanke enter as Casey is lecturing the teens. Damon tells Casey he is right. Casey tells him he is always right. Nick learns he's Casey Brooks and asks for a few minutes of his time. Casey tells the teens they had better not go anywhere until he gets back and walks over to the detectives.

Nick asks Casey where he learned to repel and hears Casey picked it up along the way. They learn Casey does not know Abraham Lindley. Nick explains Lindley was trying to contact him. Brooks mentions the delivery boy and he did not have time or patience to deal with a psycho. Nick apologizes for showing Casey a crime scene photo of Lindley as it's the only one they have. Nick tells Casey Lindley's dead. As Casey holds the photo there seems to be a brief moment of recognition. He denies knowing Lindley, stating it is all the blood. Nick says he understands that well. Casey tells them he has to get back to the kids if they are finished with him. Casey walks away. Schanke comments Casey knows they do not believe a word he said, and could have easily taken Lindley in a hand to hand battle. Nick tells his partner they have a good set of prints on the picture and if they match, he will buy breakfast. They leave.

Later, Casey is alone and bothered by something. When he looks into the mirror, he sees the body of a Vietnamese person along with a taller figure in black holding an automatic rifle behind the Vietnamese person. He looks around the room and is alone. He is alone when he looks back into the mirror. He hears the sound of choppers and gunfire, as Casey looks more disturbed, upset, scared and haunted.

Casey flashes back to South Vietnam in 1971. A village is on fire as chaos and gunfire reign. Soldiers are trying to figure out who are Viet Kong and who are not. A local teen is on his knees and begging them not to shoot him, an automatic rifle in his face.

In the present, Casey is trying to block out the flood of unwanted memories.

Natalie is dictating her autopsy findings into her tape recorder. The cause of death is the severing both the carotid and jugular arteries. She shows Nick and Schanke the numerous old buckshot or shrapnel injuries to the left thigh, buttocks and lower back. She tells them the skin was stretched taut when he was killed. When Schanke does not get it, Nick tells him the victim was looking up. Schanke mentions repelling out of a tree. She tells them there were traces of blood on his face and belt. He was cleaned up. She shows them the Bin Loc tattoo on Lindley's arm, telling them it must be something personal. Nick has a strange look on his face as he flashes back to South Vietnam.

Nick's driving and gets out at a crashed jeep. A camouflaged soldier yells for Nick to put his hands on his head and do not move unless ordered to. Nick does as ordered, a gun aimed at him. The soldier calls for Lt. Drake. Drake checks Nick's ID which states he's Nick Parker with the International Red Cross. Drake tells Nick the area has not been Bin Locked, and hears there is a contingent of VC dug in. Nick tells him he only saw many very sick kids and the rest of the village looked like friendlies. Drake does not believe Nick knows anything. Another soldier checks Nick's ID and jeep, asking where Nick's hurrying off to, hearing it's the fire base at Hill 4530 before sunup. Nick asks their unit. They call themselves the clean up crew. Nick sees the Bin Loc symbol on the tree and understands. The soldiers leave the symbol when they are finished. Nick is told any VC in the village will be cleaned out. Nick's jeep is found to be clean, his ID returned and he's allowed to go. Nick takes off, hearing he will never make it to the fire base by sunup.

In the morgue, Natalie calls out Nick's name, seeing he is concerned. He snaps out of it and tells her they had better look at fingerprints.

Drake is hastily packing to split. He pulls a long knife from its sheath as he flashes back to South Vietnam.

The people of the village are going about their daily chores as a soldier watches from his hiding place. Suddenly all hell breaks loose as the soldiers attack. The villagers are dragged out of their houses. The soldiers demand to know if they are VC, guns pointed at the villagers, kids to old people. The soldiers demand to know where the VC are in English and Vietnamese. The woman who speaks English tells them there are no VC, and is smacked in the head with a rifle butt and called a liar. The teenaged boy surrenders, pleading there are no VC, drawing the attention. Lt Drake demands answers.

Nick is not happy the computer's down and cannot give him his info. Natalie's watching, and gives her report. She mentions Schanke told her they are going to close the case before breakfast. She thinks Schanke is right, for all the wrong reasons, commenting Nick knows something. Nick is serious as he tells her he's met Brooks before and knows exactly how dangerous he is. Schanke enters telling them there will not be any fingerprints until the computer comes back up sometime in the 29th century. Natalie's startled and jumps. Schanke tells her Nick will be buying lunch instead. Nick says they cannot wait that long because Brooks will be across the border in an hour. Schanke reminds him they cannot place Brooks at the crime scene. Nick says they have to arrest Brooks and to trust him.

They have Cohen's attention as she asks what's going on. Schanke tells her they are going to arrest Casey Brooks. Cohen learns the fingerprints are not back and Nick does not feel they can wait. Cohen is worried as she watches them leave.

The Caddy takes off lights flashing, siren blaring as Schanke asks why Nick thinks Casey Brooks is the killer, especially since there's no evidence. Nick tells him it is based on experience as he flashes back to South Vietnam again.

Nick slips into the firebreak closing the roof as a few rays shine down. Nick climbs down the ladder and angrily shouts for everyone to wake up, demanding to know who has been feeding on the children. LaCroix comments that Nick only complains, and is not the only one with scruples and morals. Nick's disgusted and comments he should have known.

In the present, Casey is looking around, making sure he did not forget anything important. He looks at his Achievement Award a bittersweet expression on his face. He pulls another picture from the frame. It is his squad from Vietnam.

Casey flashes back to the village he and his men attacked. He is still questioning the teenager in both English and Vietnamese, smacking him with the butt of his rifle. Someone runs out of a house and is gunned down while the women and children duck for cover. Drake orders his men to cease-fire.

Back in the present, Schanke tells they are going to bust in on a guy in his pajamas watching television and arrest him for something they have no evidence he did.

Nick is inside the firebreak, with LaCroix slammed up against the wall by his collar. Nick angrily asks his master how he could take from young lives when there are so many dead to feed from. LaCroix tells him he had no part in it. Nick asks if LaCroix's greed and perversity are the reasons, letting him go, knowing he will not learn anything LaCroix does not want him to know. LaCroix reminds Nick it is just a fever and the villagers will recover. Nick angrily tells him they will unless the blood loss has weakened them to the point another disease takes them. LaCroix explains it is why he takes a few drops from many, rather than a large swallow from one. Nick bitterly, sarcastically comments on LaCroix's thoughtfulness. They hear gunfire above them. The sun keeps Nick from rushing outside. His sadness and pain over the loss of the children's lives shows.

In the village, homes are in flames; there is running, screaming, and lots of gunfire. Drake orders his men to cease-fire; deeply disturbed everything very quickly escalated out of control. The male teen is shot and falls face first into a puddle.

Back in the present, Nick and Schanke silently park outside Drake's front door.

Casey opens the front door seeing Nick and Schanke. He quickly slams the door and locks it. Nick tells Schanke he will go around back. The lights go out spooking them. Schanke gives Nick time to get around back before kicking open the front door and enters gun ready to use. Schanke determines the power is off. He and Nick nervously search the house. Nick sees movement right before Brooks slams into Schanke. Nick sees Schanke's only winded and chases Brooks outside, grabbing him and ripping his sleeve to reveal the Bin Loc tattoo. Nick darkly tells him they are going to talk about Bin Loc.

Inside an interrogation room, Nick angrily tells Brooks everything from his birth certificate to passport is phony. The only real thing is picture of Brooks' platoon. Nick tells Brooks they sent the team's insignia to the Pentagon. He was identified as Lieutenant Travis Drake, commander of his platoon in Quan Tree province in 1971. Brooks says nothing. On November 24th 1971 his unit massacred 18 civilians. His unit was court-martialed. Everyone testified against Drake. Nick comments of the twelve men Drake had in Bin Loc, five died In Country and the seven who made it back all died violently. Nick darkly mentions Drake is the only survivor. Drake's still has not said a word. Schanke asks what Drake cares to say. Drake tells them he did not kill Lindley. Someone tracked down everyone he fought with and killed them. Nick asks who would have a motive.

Travis tells them his men all told the truth at the court-martial and he would not have expected anything else. When it was down to four survivors, they hooked up in Los Angeles, pooling their resources to try to survive. Travis admits Lindley was there. He compares the hunting of his unit to the Israelis tracking down everyone one of the PLO terrorists from the 1972 Munich Olympics. The detectives' expressions show they understand his point. Nick asks if Drake has any leads, learning he does not. Drake tells them his family and friends have not heard from him since 1983. He sincerely says he had liked to have asked Lindley how he found him. Drake says he likes his life. He's doing something to help and likes to think he's making up for his past. Nick's expression shows how much it sounds like his own story. Schanke feels a bit sorry for Drake. Drake tells them he hoped Lindley would go away if he thought he had the wrong guy, taking the killer with him. Cohen calls her detectives away. Drake looks at the picture.

Cohen tells them they are wasting their time. Natalie tells them the prints on the murder weapon were not Brooks/Drake's and cannot identify who they belong to. Nick tells her Brooks is either the killer or the next victim. Cohen leaves. Schanke asks Nick if they can hold Brooks. Nick thinks they can. Schanke says he will check with the Crown to be sure. Nick tells them he is going to check with a source that might be able to help. Natalie quickly realizes it is probably Janette. Nick leaves. When a confused Schanke asks Natalie if she knows she tells him, she does not know, trying to look innocent.

Nick flashes back to the village the night after the massacre. He's depressed and upset that everyone is dead. A part of him knew there would not be survivors, yet another part hoped there would be. LaCroix chuckles there is water everywhere, but none is drinkable. He comments it is too bad the raid was not later in the day. Nick tells him he does not understand why the village was attacked as there was no military there, growling it isn't war, it's a crime. LaCroix agrees, asking Nick if he is going to bring the criminals to justice. Nick looks hurt, unsure and possibly considering vengeance. LaCroix leaves.

Inside the Raven, Janette is busy filling out her taxes. Nick asks if LaCroix ever mentioned Vietnam. She tells him LaCroix said it was nicer under the French, and had plantations there. He never forgave them for defoliating the place. Nick remarks LaCroix had plantations everywhere. Nick asks if LaCroix made any vampires there. She seriously tells him no. He tells her not to cheat as he leaves. Her taxes are giving her a headache.

Nick is driving, listening to the Nightcrawler. The Nightcrawler tells Nick he can hear his thoughts, he is not alone, but feels that way. He knows Nick's pain, frustration, his hunger for justice, and he feels everything. He tells Nick to come to him now. Over the microphone LaCroix tells Nick he can be Nick's strength, wisdom, truth and all he has to share is his soul, as Nick walks into the outer studio.

Nick has a brief flashback of LaCroix asking what he is going to do about it.

Nick enters the broadcast booth as LaCroix cuts the mike. LaCroix tells him it is an unexpected surprise. Nick asks LaCroix about the vampire he made in Vietnam. LaCroix tells him many things slip his mind, then says it was Nick's righteous indignation, which inspired and shamed him. He quickly recovered but not before he came up with a clever solution. LaCroix flashes back to Vietnam as he tells Nick about it.

LaCroix searches the village with his vampire senses, telling Nick he went back out of the compelling shame and searched for any signs of life. He heard a faint heartbeat, with very strong emotions. The teen's blood boiled with rage, his heart crying for vengeance. LaCroix saw the cleaning crew's crime and used his power to make justice possible for the victims, asking Nick if that was not what he wanted. Nick is not sure what to think, but listens. Nick confirms it, but he did not want it that way. LaCroix is sarcastic as he asks if Drake and his murdering minions should not be punished. Nick is silent and mildly amused. LaCroix grumbles about his plantations. Nick is amused. He tells LaCroix Drake was court-martialed and turned his life around. LaCroix sarcastically comments if you play basketball twice a week with kids all is forgiven, meaning, if Drake's past can be forgiven so can Nick's. Nick's expression is grin, hearing it is always about Nick, and his eternal struggle to manage his guilt. LaCroix is a bit gloomier, almost pouting as he tells Nick he used to be a lot more fun to be with. Nick is amused. LaCroix refuses to tell Nick where the vampire is, sternly telling him to let it run its course. It is the justice Nick cried out for in the madness of war. Nick does not look too happy. Nick starts to leave and hears LaCroix teasingly comment that Nick cannot say he never gave him anything.

In the bullpen, Schanke unhappily tells Nick via the telephone the Crown cut Casey loose and he split. Nick is surprised, commenting they had him on resisting arrest, forged documents and a weapons charge. Brooks explained he was afraid for his life and they believed him. Cohen was right about Brooks having friends in high places, and being a good parole officer. Nick thinks he knows where to find Casey and hangs up.

Brooks is inside a hanger inspecting the plane as Nick approaches, startling him. Nick calls him Lieutenant, commenting it must be nice to have friends with planes, commenting Drake never mentioned Bin Loc to his City Hall friends. Brooks learns the airport is the first place Nick would look for a pilot wanting to make a hasty departure. Brooks does not like being called Lieutenant or Drake, because he is not that man anymore. He paid his debt. Nick is not sure he believes him. Brooks sincerely tells Nick he honestly tried to stop it but it was out of control. He tells Nick he has no idea what it is like to live with that kind of guilt, and it is enough payment. Nick angrily tells him some debts can never be repaid; reminding him someone is out there that is not going to forgive him. The only way Drake will survive is to come with Nick. Brooks says he will take his chances. Nick hands Brooks something that is wrapped in black, urging him to take it. Brook takes it. Nick senses something and tells Brooks to come with him now as they start to leave. Suddenly the Vietnamese teen vampire is in front of them. Nick and Brooks stop. The teen tells Nick he has heard of him and some thought he would stay out of things. Nick tells him it is not going to happen. Brooks is confused, scared, and stunned when Vietnamese vampire takes off his sunglasses and he recognizes the teen.

Brooks flashes back to South Vietnam and his interrogation of the teen, then shooting him, mostly from a pure survival instinct.

In the hangar, Brook's disturbed, upset look shows the teen Drake remembers. Drake fearfully tells the teen he is dead, hearing it is a matter of opinion. Brooks is confused. Nick tells him the teen killed his men. The teen tells Drake, he is his final task. Drake's even m ore confused when he remembers Nick as the doctor with the Red Cross, commenting Nick has not aged a day. The Vietnamese vampire tells Drake it is useless to run. The teen tells them the pain of the cross will not stop him, causing Drake see the silver cross inside the cloth he is holding. The teen tells Nick he will destroy him if he interferes.

Nick grabs the cross and holds it out to ward off the teen, commenting the pain will not stop him either. The teen grabs it and their hands smoke from contact with the cross. Drake backs away horrified as the two creatures in front of him fight it out, further horrified when the two vamp out and growl. The teen smashes a small hole in the blacked out window, admitting sunlight. Each tries to force the other into the light. Drake's had enough and fires his gun at the ceiling. The fighters separate. Drake points his gun at the Vietnamese vampire telling him for twenty-three years he has wanted to know if the teen is VC. The teen tells him to ask his neighbors and family, all of whom just wanted the war to end, angrily commenting they liked the Americans. Drake's voice softens as he repeats the questions. The vampire tells Drake he is VC, angrily opens himself up for an easy target, silently daring Drake to shoot him. Drake tries but cannot pull the trigger and sincerely apologizes. The teen shows no real reaction. Drake blows his brains out as Nick starts towards him. Nick's greatly disturbed and horrified by Drake's suicide. The teen gratefully tells Nick no one in the village ever forgot his service. He speaks for them all as he thanks Nick for all his help. Nick looks sad. The teen gives Nick a subtle bow before telling him there's one more thing to do, a little regret and sadness in his voice as he reaches for the hangar controls. Nick's confused expression asks why. The teen tells him to leave now. Nick gives a subtle bow and ducks down the sewer grate. The teen vampire opens the doors and holds his arms up in a warrior's victory gesture as he embraces the full sunlight. His body smokes, growing heavier with each second. He bursts into flames, ending his torment.

Inside the bullpen, Schanke reminds Nick he owes him a meal. Schanke has finished the report. Everyone is jumping off the Drake bandwagon, especially his City Hall friends who want the case closed very quietly. Nick comments it is not surprising. Schanke says the evidence points to suicide. People saw flames and figure he burned the evidence first. Cohen asks what was burned. Forensics looked at the ashes, and cannot tell what was destroyed. Schanke says Natalie figured they probably were personal papers. Nick comments she would know and the case is closed. Cohen comments everyone has something in their past which eventually catches up with them. Drake fooled everyone. She wishes she could say it was a shame, asking how much sympathy can you have when a killer dies. Nick's sad look says he has been through it before. Nick tells Schanke not to call him Travis Drake because he was Casey Brooks by the end. Schanke is a little confused. Nick leaves.

The end.

Capital Offense

Season 2, Episode 6 (aired as episode 11)

Written by Michael Sadowski

Directed by Timothy Bond

Guest stars:

Laura and Marise...................... Lisa Langlois

Danny Caruthers...................... Robert King

Amber....................................... Lenore Zann

Sgt. Lillian................................ Rebecca Bell

Mother Superior....................... Lise Lebel

Car Rental Clerk....................... Victor Erdos

A woman is nervously walking through a parking garage. Nick's in the car and Schanke is across the garage during the stakeout. She figures it out and carjacks someone. Nick takes off after her while Schanke tends to the victim. Nick tries to stop her but she does not stop and hits Nick. He hits the windshield and bounces off the hood. She's shocked, stops and helps him. When she sees he is okay, she tries to run but is grabbed by Nick. She tells them that she is innocent, and will be killed for something that she did not do.

The woman is Laura Garfield. Weeks ago she escaped during her transfer to death row in Texas. She chopped up her husband with an axe, among other crimes. She tells Nick and Schanke that Danny Caruthers framed her and stole the drug money. She clams up when they tell her that someone local turned her in. She begs them to believe that she is innocent and that Caruthers has a friend in town somewhere named Billy Briese. She shows them a group photo and ID's Billy Briese, Danny Caruthers and he dead husband.

Nick flashes back to 1826 France where he's being chased by men with dogs and is barely able to escape into a basement window of a church or convent. A nun sees Nick hiding around the corner burned.

LaCroix's monologue is about trust and trusting him, yet there is something about it that is sarcastic.

Natalie and Nick are talking in her office as she is fixing a problem with her autopsy table drain. It turns out she had a Scuncii stuck down there and tells Nick not to ask how it got down there. As she is putting the pipe together again, she is amused by his being against the death penalty, especially since he's a vampire, and tells him so. When he asks why she thinks death is a penalty she refuses to get into what could be another of their all night debates. She's tells him that she is surprised he's trusting someone and asks why it's Laura Garfield. He tells her that he does not know why.

Nick and Schanke are in Cohen's office updating her on the case and pointing out the people in the picture. Nick explains that Billy Briese is Caruthers Toronto drug connection and has been arrested but never received more than a slap on the wrist. Cohen does not buy the fact that Laura being in the same city with the two men who put her on death row is a coincidence. Neither does Schanke. Nick tells her that he wants to check out Laura's story and since they have closed all their open cases, they have the time. Schanke is not happy as he wanted to go fishing with his wife and informs them that they have twenty-four hours before the Feds pick Laura Garfield up.

Laura Garfield is in a cell with a female officer watching her. She tries to talk to the officer and gets very little cooperation.

At their desks, Schanke tells Nick that Myra was looking forward to the weekend fishing trip that is not happening now, that outboard motors and fishermen turn her on. Nick get Billy Briese's address and comments that they turned her in because they are hiding something. Schanke calls Myra to tell her the weekend trip is off, after he tells Nick that Texas does not easily overturn convictions. Nick tells Schanke they are going to see Briese.

Nick tells Laura that while it is an unofficial investigation, they will turn over anything they find and press them to reopen the case. Nick tells her that they have Briese's address and will check it out. She tells him that Briese lied in court. Nick tells her he is not sure why he should trust her and she thanks him for trying. She admits she was trouble but Danny kept her out of drugs, that he was her whole life and that he saved her so why would she kill him?

Nick and Schanke are in the Caddy, and Nick is driving. Schanke tells Nick that she is taking advantage of his niceness. Nick comments that twenty-four hours is not much to them for life or death for her. Schanke is not buying it.

Back in the convent in 1826 France. When asked by an older nun, the young nun tells her that she has not seen the dangerous fugitive. The older nun leaves the novitiate alone in the root cellar. A vamped out Nick watches and listens for any sign of betrayal. The young nun, Marisa, tells Nick that she will tend to his wounds. He is very surprised she did not turn him in and when asked she tells her that it was a mob after him, not the police. She tells him that he can stay there, that he is safe, and that she will help him escape after dark.

Nick and Schanke pull up to Briese's house. They find the front door open and cautiously walk through the main floor identifying themselves as cops. They enter the bedroom and find a bloody mess. Briese is lying on the bed quite dead, an axe handle sticking up from between the pillows.

Natalie is reporting her findings to Cohen that it was an axe, but the electric blanket kept the body warm so it will be hard to tell when he died.   The time of could be anywhere from two to twenty-four hours ago, that there was no sign of a struggle and no defensive wounds on his hands. Schanke tells them that Laura entered through the smashed kitchen window and did not touch anything other than the tool chest. Nick comments that they do not know if Laura was in custody when the murder happened and wants to locate Danny Caruthers. Cohen comments that it sounds like Laura's work, Nick's expression shows he objects, causing Schanke to tell him it's a reasonable conclusion. Nick suggests it could be a copycat, or possibly Caruthers. Schanke is not convinced Caruthers is in Toronto. Natalie not in the mood to referee so she leaves.

Briese's fiancé pushes past the cops and sees him. Nick teaks the devastated woman over to the couch where he learns that she was marrying Briese next week. Cohen orders Nick to get a list of everyone Briese knew and find Caruthers.

Nick and Schanke are listening to the Nightcrawler. Some guy's telling him he's worthless and LaCroix tells him that he can always come to him, that he always has something LaCroix values. LaCroix wants everyone to love him. Schanke asks why Nick listens to the creep. Nick tells him it is an acquired taste. Schanke asks why he does not accept the obvious. He asks Nick why Caruthers would kill his best buddy, Briese, if that's what really happened. Nick admits it could be for money or drugs. Schanke comments that he does not buy her being set up again, and that she is up to her old tricks. Why is he trying so hard to clear Laura and why is he so sure it's Caruthers, and not to tell him it's just a hunch.

LaCroix wakes Nick in the convent root cellar. Nick tells LaCroix that he is finished with him and will not let LaCroix kill the nuns. LaCroix was the previous night's killer, but set the posse on Nick. LaCroix tells Nick that the nuns of Saint Marguerite are quite safe because he does not like Holiness in any form, and that it upsets his digestion. That when the sun sets they will part for good. LaCroix asks Nick if trusts him and Nick's expression shows he doesn't, that LaCroix's betrayed Nick almost constantly in one way or another during their years together.

Briese's fiancée, Amber, is being questioned by Nick. Schanke tells him that her alibi checks out. When asked if the numbers were all Bully's she shows him that she's marked hers. That Billy was always on the telephone, that she did not know of any enemies and that everyone liked him. She denies knowing Danny Caruthers or Lisa but when Houston is mentioned she says that Billy used to live there and that he went there several times on business. Nick sees she's in no shape to continue and tells her that someone will take her home.

Nick comments to Schanke that some entries are telephone numbers only. Nick asks him to match the numbers against the telephone bill and the one that shows up the most recently will be Caruthers. Schanke does not understand Nick is pushing that theory. He also has to tell Myra the trip is definitely off, which he gets a chance to do when she calls moments later. When she hears the bad news, she hangs up on him, surprising him.

Nick's talking to Laura and is having trouble believing her now. He is pointing out the troubling facts and she tells him that everyone including the cops set her up. She justifies the reason that her alibi girlfriend refused to testify was because her life was threatened. He asks why there are fresh fingerprints on the axe. She explains the prints on the axe as she chopped wood earlier that day, burned it, and cleaned up the chips as she always did. She again tells him Danny killed Billy Briese, and that Danny is real smart. Laura is upset by the samples the cops took from her and that she does not want to die.

Natalie tells Schanke that Briese was quite intoxicated, which explains the lack of struggle and defense wounds on his arms. The cuts grew progressively shallower as if someone ran out of steam. Cohen adds that maybe it was a woman, Laura. Nick arrives in time to tell them that Laura was in custody all night long so she couldn't have done it, which gets Natalie quickly correcting him that she said maybe. Nick comments that Laura led them to Briese. Cohen tells them that unless they know for sure they are going to turn Laura over as planned.   Nick will take her to the Island Airport in an attempt to sneak her out past the paparazzi that are trying to make a martyr out of her. Schanke rants about the husband being dead because he did not understand his wife's needs. Natalie curiously looks at Schanke, wondering what's up with him. Cohen tells them that unless they get something very convincing they are just spinning their wheels. Schanke's wisecrack about a confession gets Cohen to tell him that would work. Cohen tells him that it looks like it is all over for Laura, which does not seem to make Nick happy.

Nick returns home as the sun rises and is playing a depressing piece on his piano, Moonlight Sonata.

He flashes back to the young nun. He's awoken by her entrance and asks if she saw anyone else. She tells him that she did not, that he was probably dreaming. She shows him the beautiful box that her mom gave her, how she could not part with it, and so she hid it. When opened it plays Moonlight Sonata. She offers him the few coins she hid inside it and he tells her that he cannot take her money. He promises to keep her secret as she has kept his. She's asked why she's helping him and tells him that she knows he needs someone to believe in him and that there's good inside of him and that even though its been hidden for a while, it's still there. Nick seems pleased to hear this, but does not totally believe her. She tells him to eat and rest because it will soon be time to show him a secret way out.

Nick is still playing the song as the sunsets. Once it is dark, he heads into work.

At their desks, Nick tells Schanke that he's run down the list of numbers and a few from the last week stand out, possibly Caruthers. Schanke tells Nick he will check it out, which he does. Nick tells a cuffed Laura that they are still looking into it as they along with the female officer from earlier head out to the car. Schanke finds where Caruthers is staying and heads there.

Schanke finds Caruthers, tricks him into opening the door, then promptly identifies himself as a cop and holds Caruthers at gunpoint for further questioning. He informs Nick of his find.

Nick tells Laura of the find and she insists they go there because she can identify Caruthers. Nick heads there and the female officer in the backseat tells Nick that he is violating procedure.

Schanke asks Caruthers which one he would like to talk about first, and mentions both Briese and Laura. Caruthers realizes there is no escape. The mention of Laura's name scares Caruthers.

Nick parks outside the hotel entrance and turns down Laura's request to accompany him, stating that after they question Caruthers, they will bring him down. Dispatch comes over the radio stating that Cohen has a message for them. Nick turns it off, causing the officer to ask what he is doing. Nick says nothing other than for them to stay put.

LaCroix carries in the young nun, dead, steals her small amount of money and tosses the music box into the fire. He comments that her believing in Nick was all based on a lie. Nick does not care. LaCroix tells him there is no peace and beauty and goes on to severely berate Nick for trusting anyone but him. He tells Nick that trust is a human thing that it is flawed and doomed, that LaCroix is the only one he's supposed to trust.

Nick's at the Caddy with Laura and the female officer, and tells her to stay off the radio before heading up the steps. The officer starts for the radio and is scolded by Nick. She does not try again knowing she has to obey her superior. When Laura tries to get out, the cop shoves Laura back into the seat and threatens to put her down if she does not stay put.

Natalie enters Cohen's office and asks for Nick. When she learns that Nick's taking Laura to the island airport, she suggests Laura be brought back because her prints were all over the Briese crime scene. Cohen is surprised to see Natalie looking a bit worried.

Inside the hotel, Schanke is questioning Caruther's story, telling him that Laura is telling a very different version, that he is the one who sliced and diced her husband and framed her for it. Nick arrives as Caruthers calls Laura a nutcase and tells them that they should not believe her. Nick comments about Billy being Caruthers alibi. Schanke comments that he used that maybe Billy got busted and gave them Caruthers name as part of a deal. Caruthers is surprised to learn Billy's dead. Nick tells him that the two men talked several times over the last week. Caruthers admits it, but states that he was warning Billy, as they both knew she would come after them for putting her away. Caruthers figured they were safe when she was arrested, and admits that he tipped them off about Laura because he was trying to help. When Nick asks why he did it, Caruthers tells them that David was their friend.

The female officer disobeys Nick's order to stay off the radio and gets strangled by Laura as she's reaching for the microphone.

Cohen puts out an APB on Nick's car when she cannot reach anyone in it, giving Dispatch Nick's last known location. Natalie's worried about Nick, as is Cohen.

Nick arrives, spooking Caruthers. Nick and Schanke keep questioning Caruther's story. Before long, Laura is standing in the doorway, gun aimed at Caruthers. She tells him that she kept her promise to find him and Briese. That she is not going to hell without them. Nick orders her to put down the gun or he will have to shoot. She gets Caruthers to admit he helped Laura kill her husband. She tells him that is not enough and shoots Caruthers, telling him she is not going to hell alone. Nick tells her that he will shoot if she does not put the gun down. She tells him that she's already dead and spins towards them. She is shot. Schanke rushes to Caruthers while Nick rushes to Laura. She thanks Nick for everything and that she could not have done it without him, then dies. Nick seems hurt by something.

Natalie and Nick are at the loft talking. He tells her that it sometimes does not seem as if he has learned anything. She tells him that a leap of faith is a very human thing and sometimes you put your trust in someone and it does not work out. He tells her that is unacceptable and that maybe LaCroix was right about trusting no one. He comments that he nearly got Schanke killed as he pulls a bottle out of the fridge. She tells him that his instincts were too human and that he cannot get back by forcing it, that he has to let it happen. He asks her how long he has to wait, and if there is a guarantee. Her silence says it all. He uncorks the bottle and is about to drink when she tells him that she's doing all she can to bring him back and he finishes her comment that his drinking is a betrayal. A moment later he hands her the bottle. She tells him it can happen and to trust her.

Nick flashes back to LaCroix burning the music box and to his comment that Nick will always have something LaCroix values and to trust him.

The end
Amateur Night

Season 2, Episode 17 (aired as episode 12)

Written by John Scheinfeld and Michael Levine

Directed by Don McCutcheon

Guest stars:

Alix Logan....................... Laurie Paton

G-Roc.............................. Arthur Eng

Director........................... Wayne Best

Keys................................ Andy Marshall

Shanice mother................ Michelyn Emelle

Drug dealer...................... Ian Alden

Police Captain................. Shaun Austin-Olsen

Czajkowski..................... Dennis O'Connor

High Tech Sneakers........ Richard Chevolieau

Children and teenagers are playing in the park. A gang is gathered at a picnic bench. A black car slowly drives by and shoots at the gang as well as everyone else. Everyone dives for cover. After the shooting is over a young girl lies dead in her devastated mother's arms.

Nick is at the loft talking on the telephone with Captain Cohen about Shanice Cornell's murder, commenting that her daughter also jumps rope. That the killing was either a settling of accounts or the start of a turf war. That the gang operates out of Schanke's old neighborhood and he knows them well but is not available. She orders Nick to stop the trouble from escalating as she looks at a picture of her daughter. She knows how fragile life is.

Natalie comes in upset, tells Nick that she just did the autopsy on six year old Shanice Cornell, who was killed by a single .9mm round. She comments that Shanice was the third kid under twelve killed in the last six months, and that it never used to happen. He tells her he knows. She comments on eight-year-old gang members killing before they truly know what they are doing. And how adults could have failed to teach children about life, death, right and wrong. Nick looks at her and shakes his head showing he does not know the answers. She asks if Schanke will be okay and he comments that he is not sure.

Schanke's working on a movie set as a consultant and has major problems with the howitzer toting, cleavage baring, and cliché spouting, blonde cop. He calls cut when he can't take the cheesiness any longer, which causes even more problems, especially when he tells Alix Logan, the blonde actress, what's wrong. She demands that the director make it right, that she wants grit and street. The director tries to patronize her but winds up giving in so he can get his day's work done before night. Alix wants to spend time with Schanke on duty.

Nick cannot believe w hat he is hearing as Schanke tells him about it. Alix wants to ride with them to see w hat it is really like.

In the background, a violent perp is brought in by two officers and causes Nick to flash back to Chicago around 1964-1965. He is a street cop waiting while the Captain reads his resume. The captain calls Nick an amateur, even with his few citations and that his resume is impressive for someone his age, but it doesn't mean anything in Chicago. He tells Nick that he would be a liability on the streets and must go through the Academy. Nick tries to lightly whammy him into reconsidering and when it does not work he fully whammies him into the believing he passed all the proficiency tests. The Captain tells him it will take a month for the paperwork processing, so Nick whammies him into starting him tonight. The Captain is surprised that he wants the graveyard shift and happily gives it to him.

Schanke begs Nick to let Alix ride with them. They both know Cohen would kill Schanke for suggesting it. Schanke knows the gangs best and he really needs his help so he reluctantly agrees.

Alix, Schanke and Nick are on a stakeout waiting for the gang kids to show so Schanke can talk to them. Alix thinks there are cops on the rooftops. She is not happy to learn that it is just them and backup is only called when absolutely necessary. She asks what happens if the gang shoots at them. Nick tells her that the gangs know they would lose. Schanke tries to tell her about a nasty situation and she brushes him off wanting to talk to Nick, but he does not want to talk to her. Both men are annoyed by Alix but for different reasons.

Back in Chicago, Nick's new partner is checking him out, telling him it is different in Chicago and he's to learn quickly and correctly. Nick tells his new he understands. The older partner asks Nick what his most valuable weapon is and Nick does not know. Nick tells him it is his gun, which is the wrong answer. The older partner asks the captain if he is sure the rookie knows anything and is told that he will have to find out as they work together. The partner tells Nick that his eyes are his best weapon. That he has to learn when what he sees around him could be a problem. He asks Nick if he went to college. When Nick proudly tells them he did, the partner tells him that they will have to work around it.

Nick tells Alix that she cannot know what it's like to be a couple after just a few hours observation. Nick's vampire senses pick up an approaching vehicle and announces the gang's there. Everyone in Nick's car is nervous The cops are on the alert. Slowly a line of gang members appear. Schanke tells Alix to stay in the car as he and Nick get out.

Nick and Schanke walk ahead a couple of feet. G-Roc and Schanke exchange greetings. Nick asks him what he knows about the drive by on River and is told it is a scandal. No one notices the person in the black and white athletic shoes watching them from a distance. G-Roc reminds Schanke that they do not like or use guns, which Schanke does not totally buy but gets the message. Alix gets out and is seen by the gang guys. Schanke denies she's Alix Logan, asking what a star would be doing hanging around with them, and that she is an Academy trainee. G-Roc does not buy it and tells them it is a B-Dog thing and that they did not hear it from him.

A rain of automatic weapon fire shatters the driver's window forcing everyone to take cover. Schanke gets to Alix and pulls her to safety as the window she was standing behind explodes into glass shards. He shoves her into the backseat on the other side of the car. Nick dives into the front seat and crawls to the driver's seat. Schanke jumps in and Nick hauls out of there as fast as he can, leaving the two gangs behind fighting it out. G-Roc and his boys give the cops cover to escape. The van flees and Nick gives chase. Alix is loving the chase. After a while Nick has to U-turn skid to prevent an accident and barely stops in time.

Alix has no idea how close she came to dying as she thinks it was one fun joyride. She's laughing and both Nick and Schanke are looking at her like she's insane, especially when she comments on how terrific Nick is.

Cohen is chewing them out for taking Alix with them because she had no business being there. She tells them that she should take their badges for that stunt and reminds them how much trouble they would be in if Alix had been hurt or killed. When Schanke tells Cohen that he and Nick had a meeting set up, and gets a reminder from Cohen that he is on vacation. He is telling her that he thought Nick needed help with the gangs and that that it was a routine meeting. Cohen asks Nick if they did not already discuss retaliation, and Nick confirms it. She tells them that she feels like she's chewing out a couple of rookies, then asks if they learned anything. Nick tells her no one's claiming the drive by and they suspect each other and how helpful it was to have Schanke there. Schanke comments that he knows a few people, but Nick can handle it. Cohen disagrees and tells Schanke to work with Nick and put his vacation on hold. He is not happy. Outside, he tells Nick that he had to tell Cohen that he was needed and asks what to tell Alix. Nick tells him to tell Alix goodbye because she has seen a real gunfight and a real car chase.

Nick flashes back to Chicago, where he and the older cop are walking their beat. The partner tells him the beat is where the real police work is done. They are watching the busboy dump the trash and see him linger rather than going back inside. He tinkers with the trash so he can stay out there without raising suspicions. The older cop gets Nick to see how that is odd and Nick suggests he is the lookout for a robbery in progress. The partner leaves to call for backup. Another guy comes out of the building and approaches the busboy. The new arrival removes the money from the bag and examines it momentarily. They pack up and head back inside. Nick cannot wait any longer, steps into view, and calls out for them to freeze. There is a shootout and Nick's partner arrives just in time to get shot by the bad guy as the partner warns Nick. Nick leaps at the crook at vampire speed, tosses him to the ground and when he does not stay down, pins him to the wall then checks on his wounded partner.

Alix goes to the loft to make up and apologize. She tells Nick she learned a lot and thanks him. He tells her she would learn even more if she listened to Schanke. She comments that Nick is the man of action. He tells her that the other night was their first police chase in as long as he can remember and that she expects unreal levels of action and violence. She tells him she's tired of doing mediocre movies and takes her work seriously. That she wants to do movies she can be proud of. Nick asks her why she does not take Schanke seriously as he's a better cop.

In Chicago, Nick doesn't recognize Lecroy from IA until he turns around and sees that it's LaCroix, who admits he's there to mess up Nick's life. Nick comments that he nearly got his partner killed and LaCroix cheerfully reminds him the guy may still die, and that it is not his fault because the guy is mortal, that it was a rookie mistake. Nick tells LaCroix that he would not have made that mistake if he had gone to the Academy. That if he was not a vampire, they both would've been killed. LaCroix points out that Nick is a vampire and is superior, thus needing no training. That the longer it takes for Nick to realize he's not like mortals, the longer he'll be in hell.

Alix tells Nick that she is sorry she is a pain in the ass but it is important to her. Nick tells her it is not a field trip, but a murder case. She tells him she knows that and does not care what he or Schanke think. She reminds him of the film money she brings in, which gets a reminder from Nick that it is only a small part of all the film money currently in town. She informs him that the mayor is a fan. Nick is not happy she is dragging the mayor into it. She reminds him that it is important to her, they will be ordered to cooperate fully, and they had better. Nick glares at her retreating backside.

Schanke is questioning Keys, a gang member. Keys tells him that it's a mistake and has people all jumpy. The B-Dogs are furious because it happened on their turf. They are searching for the shooter and that it was a renegade. Alix enters and watches. Keys tells them that the B-Dogs retaliated because Schanke was there. Keys tells them that if they knew who did it, the killer would be dead. Schanke knows it and knows they will look until they find the shooter. Schanke pays Keys who leaves. Alix asks Schanke questions about Keys and their discussion. She asks if he's mad and he tells her that he isn't, treating her like a small child. Yet, he's still bothered by her antics and it shows.

Schanke is not happy to learn Alix talked to the mayor, and knows that he's even more dead with Cohen.

Cohen demands Schanke go to her office. He mumbles something to Alix about being a condemned man.

Alix follows Keys. He surprises her and tells her she needs practice. He thinks Schanke sent her and is not happy. She tells him they are getting heat and needs his help. He tells her to meet him back there tonight and he will have the killer gift wrapped for her. She believes it and leaves. They do not realize the mystery person was watching them.

Schanke is asleep at his desk when someone dumps a stack of folders on his desk. Natalie approaches with her report and tells him there is not much there to help him. She sees how tired he is and tells him that he needs sleep. He tells her that he will go home when Nick comes in. She asks him what Alix is like and to introduce her. Schanke's a little surprised. When Schanke tells her they are busy she's a bit disappointed. Alix arrives and ignores Natalie.

Alix tells Schanke that she has the shooter. Natalie knows that will be trouble and leaves. Alix tells Schanke how she ran into the informant and set up a meet for six pm. Schanke cannot believe it, questions her and learns she tailed Keys. Cohen overhears this from where she is standing behind the pillar listening in. Cohen's not happy hearing this and asks how she learned it. Schanke tells his boss that he did not tell Alix, but that she found out on her own when she appeared as he questioned Keys. Cohen tells Alix that she may have Carte Blanche but cannot disrupt their work. She threatens to arrest Ms. Logan for obstructing an investigation and harassing a witness. Alix threatens Cohen with her lawyers. Schanke knows he has doomed, caught in the middle of the spitting contest. Alix tells them she got something they could not and should check it out. Cohen crankily and angrily sends them out to check it out and come back immediately afterwards. That Alix is not to be alone for a second.

Alix and Schanke are at the meeting. Schanke is yelling at her that he played her since no money was requested and they only do it for the money. She's stunned and disgusted when she finds Keys' dead body.

Cohen arrives and tells Schanke that six bullets were fired and only two of them hit Keys, showing the shooter was not very good. Cohen hands Schanke the envelope he had given Keys containing his fee. Schanke comments that the shooting is similar to the Cornell one. Cohen tells Schanke it was not his fault but he disagrees because Keys was his snitch. She glares at Alix as she tells Schanke that he did not lead the killer to Keys. She also tells him she does not want to see Alix at the station again.

Schanke approaches Alix now that she has finished giving her statement. Alix is upset and tells Schanke that it is not what she wanted to happen and he tells her no one said she did. She tells him that it seemed like Keys knew more than he was telling. When Schanke asks if Keys was like a movie character, she looks at the ground a moment, causing Schanke to remind her that it is real life and not movie. That there are no happy, mushy endings, even when you know what are doing. She tells him that she just wanted to know what it is like and he tells her that you cannot get that unless you truly live it. He honestly tells her that he spent two years at the academy, seven on the beat and five in homicide before he knew what he was doing.

She asks him how he lives with it. He tells her that he barely does, and that many cops cannot. That they wind up in broken marriages, drink too much, become corrupt. That they are forever changed by the job. She is truly listening as he's telling her what she wants to know. He tells her that those who joined to make a difference and do good are the ones that make it through intact. They make it because they never stop learning and never forget why they became a cop. She's upset and tells Schanke that Keys is dead because of her stupid movie. Schanke reminds her that her movie can still do good by helping people understand what cops do.

Schanke has someone take her back to the hotel after explaining that the shooter knows what she looks like, and to stay at the hotel and out of the precinct. He's no longer star struck and in awe of movie making.

At the precinct, Nick tells Schanke that it was not his fault. Schanke reminds Nick that he let Alix turn his head. He tells Nick about his family trip to Hollywood when he was a kid and how he stood in Cagney's footprints doing bad impressions. That he loved it and wanted to be a part of it and Alix was his chance. Nick comments that Schanke turned his head and Schanke comments that Nick knew better. Schanke tells Nick he does not belong in Alix's world and would never fit in. Nick tells Schanke to go home and get some sleep while he checks out the alley.

Cohen approaches and urgently tells them that Alix's missing from her hotel.

Alix closes the soundstage door, walks across the stage to her dressing room. She flops down on the couch crying. Moments later she hears someone else in the deserted soundstage and is scared. The mystery person is inside the soundstage.

Nick and Schanke are in the Caddy. Schanke has called all of Alix's people with no luck. Nick suggests someone with the film causing Schanke to call the assistant director, who tells him to check the studio as it's the one place Alix feels comfortable. Schanke comments that to Nick that he hopes she is there when he gets no answer from security.

Alix is wandering around the soundstage looking for the killer. She finds him and definitely wishes she did not.

Alix unexpectedly meets the mystery person who is a crazy looking and talking young teen no more than thirteen or fourteen. He tells Alix that she is the cop and since she talked to Keys she has to die.  She tries to get to the telephone and is stopped by the psychotic teen, who has the dead eyes of a soulless killer. She hits the light switch on a nearby panel which activates the exterior filming warning light to alert someone she's in there. She runs. She is stalked by the killer teen.

Nick and Schanke pull up. Schanke's concerned by the filming light because he knows nothing is being filmed. He shoots the lock and they enter, guns ready. The psychotic teen and Alix hear the gunshot. Nick scans the darkened interior with his vampire vision and sees no one. He and Schanke split up and search the soundstage.

Alix walks around a corner and winds up in the killer teen's chokehold with his gun to her temple. She screams in terror as the gun is now at her lung level.

Schanke comes around the corner and identifies himself as a cop then orders the teen to surrender. The killer teen tells Schanke to back off or Alix's dead.

Schanke confronts the insane kid, pulling his attention off Alix. Schanke angers the kid by telling him the truth, that the gang told him he wasn't ready to join because he was too weak, too young, not good enough and not ready. Schanke keeps on the pressure as he asks if his first taste of blood felt good, if it made him feel invincible, especially when he killed the six year old little girl to prove he was tough enough to join. Schanke holsters his gun as he comments that the killer teen feels bad for killing the little girl but he can't show it because B-Dogs are tough. The crazy teen knows it is the truth, which causes him to break down and tells Schanke that he didn't mean to kill her. Schanke keeps repeating himself until the young teen is no longer a threat.

Meanwhile, Nick had snuck up from behind and listened without disturbing, seeing that Schanke had it under control. Alix is safely with Nick because the teen shoved her behind him. Nick grabbed her and pushed her behind him. Alix watches the whole scene, seeing that Schanke is indeed a very good cop, one who was able to end the dramatic hostage crisis without a single shot being fired. Schanke hands the teen to Nick along with the kid's gun. Nick takes the teen away.

Schanke checks on Alix and sees that she is coughing but okay. As he escorts her out she tells him that she thought only movies had happy endings. Schanke reminds her that the dead girl's parents do not think it is a happy ending. She nods, realizing he is right.

Nick flashes back to Chicago again. Nick enters the Captain's office to check on his partner and learns that his partner survived surgery and will be fine. The Captain compliments Nick on how well he did and that he is putting him in for a citation. Nick tells his Captain that he finally realizes how different Edinborough and Chicago are and that they were right, he needs to go through the Academy. The Captain is surprised but does not protest too heavily, as he tried to explain that earlier. He is pleased Nick realized it and it shows.

Back on the movie set, a more dignified looking Alix, now acting like a cop stops a more realistic drug deal properly. She is dressed as a real cop dresses and has a much more realistic weapon. Schanke walks up to one of the bad guys and forgets his line, causing a groan from everyone. Trevor is not happy as he frustratedly tells them to stop.

The end.

Beyond the Law

Season 2, Episode 20 (aired as episode 13)

Written by James Johnston

Directed by Michael Alan Levine

Guest cast:

Ambassador Oleg Petrashenko............................. David Calderisi

Juri Karimov/Damir Petrashenko.......................... Naom Jenkins

Daphne Malloch.................................................... Deborah Theaker

Jacques Tremblay.................................................. Pierre Lenoir

Angela Mosler....................................................... Lisa Ryder

Senator Tom Gardner............................................ Stewart Arnott

Tamara Brunansky................................................ Gail Travers

Mrs. Javitz............................................................. Judy Sinclair

Paula Kierns.......................................................... Kate Greenhouse

Jill.......................................................................... Katie Griffin

A woman is enjoying the string of pearls wrapped around her neck as a gift. She lies on her stomach as male hands gently caress her back, giving her a massage. Alex adds oil to the massage. After a couple of moments she complains Alex is being a little rough, so he pulls back, then chokes her. She tries to pull free but cannot. After she passes out, he rips the string of pearls from her neck. The string breaks, leaving pearls bouncing everywhere.

Natalie is jotting down notes at the outdoor crime scene as Nick and Schanke arrive. She tells them the body's been dead at least twenty-four hours with no ID, and was most likely strangled. Forensics is checking out some tire tracks meaning the body may have dumped. She has a club stamp on her hand, but which club cannot be determined because the stamp is too smudged. Nick checks out the scene with his vampire vision, and pulls a pearl from a small hole in the asphalt. When Natalie is done, Nick calls her over and asks if they might be able to match the pearl to the marks on the victim's neck. She tells him it will be hard to match one pearl with all of the bruising, but he could be on the right track.

Daphne (from forensics) is making a plaster cast of the tire tracks and footprints. Nick shows her the pearl and hears she will check it out because it could be from a necklace. Nick hears the tracks might be from a stretch limo. Daphne has a crush on Schanke and it shows. Natalie and Nick look at Schanke surprised. Schanke learns the footprints are from man about five foot seven and about one hundred and seventy pounds. Daphne tells them he is not her type looking at Schanke. Nick and Natalie are amused and surprised at how direct Daphne is. They tease Schanke after Daphne leaves. Schanke's scared when asked what Myra would have to say, commenting she would not say anything she would do something physical.

In the bullpen, Cohen tells Nick and Schanke the missing person was Tamara Brunansky, a bank teller who is single with no priors. Her family filed the missing person report yesterday. Natalie arrives and tells them their odds are improving, showing them a clear evidence bag with a pearl and clasp found at Tamara's apartment. No fingerprints were found on the pearl or clasp. There were traces of massage oil on Tamara's shoulders and back, meaning she knew her killer. A woman's worst nightmare is to let her guard down in front of someone they though they knew and respected, allowing themselves to vulnerable and then get violated. She is disturbed and it shows.

Nick flashes back to 1968 Chicago. Thomas Gardner, candidate at a political rally, is giving a speech. Campaign workers watch from a hotel room, hearing they cannot ignore the unpleasant problems. He wants to help create a true democracy that embraces everyone, not just the privileged few. Angela, a woman in her twenties is really excited about the candidate and asks Nick for his opinion. Nick admits he is impressed by the candidate. Angela is nearly star struck as she hangs on every thing he says or does. Nick is amused. Gardner tells the crowd the outcasts and all others denied access to the government will be able to speak freely in his administration. Angela asks Nick if he wants to join their team. He comments he is just an off duty cop working convention security and does not know what he could contribute to democracy. Angela tells him the whole point is that it is open to everyone, and Gardner is open to everyone. Gardner says his ideas are frightening to people, as is change.

Natalie tells them she is no expert but the pearls look real and very pricy. A bank teller could not afford them so they were either an heirloom or a gift. Nick examines them, a concerned, serious look on his face. Cohen tells Schanke to find out from forensics if the pearl matches the one found at the crime scene.   She tells Nick to coordinate with the teams canvassing the neighborhood, and talking with Tamara's fellow employees to see if anyone saw or heard anything. Schanke is not happy and it shows. He asks Cohen if he and Nick can swap assignments. Natalie is amused and curious what happens next, as is Nick. Schanke starts but realizes he cannot explain it. Natalie gives the air a big kiss as Nick tells him to say hi to Daphne for him. Schanke leaves.

Inside the building from the opening, Nick is talking to a senior citizen who is not all there. She tells him about the strange car she and her dog saw after returning from their walk. She was looking right at the car but cannot remember anything. Nick whammies her getting it was a large black car with a red license plate.

In the lab, Daphne is examining the pearl under a large magnifying glass, commenting that a felon who gives his girl pearls cannot be all bad. Schanke looks when she is done, commenting that is unless he strangles her with the pearls. Daphne agrees, asking Schanke if he has ever given his wife pearls. He is surprised she knows he is married. She tells him it's written all over him, and makes him irresistible. He seems pleased by the news. She tests the pearls and tells him they are real, but not South Seas. It is a high quality cultured pearl, but the clasp is what interests her. It is silver and the hallmark is from Russia, but the work is too good, along with the eastern influence and from the quality of the silver, she would say it was Kazakhstani. Schanke's never heard of it so she writes it down for him.

A crowd is enjoying themselves inside a nightclub. A man approaches two women dancing with each other. They stop dancing when they see him.

In the Caddy, Schanke comments that Daphne definitely has the hots for him and finds married men attractive. Nick tells him many women do. Schanke complains that before he married Myra he could not get a date. As soon as he married, the women suddenly came crawling out of the woodwork. Nick asks him what he is going to do about it. Schanke tells him he is flattered, talks about Daphne like he was in love with her. Nick comments Myra would not say, she would do. Schanke sobers a bit and looks at Nick.

A black stretch limo stops somewhere deserted. A guy in black gets out of the car, pops the trunk, revealing one of the two women from the club dead inside.

Nick and Schanke park outside a really old mansion, which is the Kazakhstan embassy. He tells Nick all about the country, that he learned it from an encyclopedia, when Nick tells him he is impressed. Schanke tells him they are on very shaky ground because of a diplomatic plate and a couple of pearls. If they upset the wrong people, they will be doing public toilet patrols in Buttonville. Nick tells him they should get it over with.

Inside the Embassy, they show their badges and ask to speak to whoever is in charge. The guy tells them they can talk to him because he is Juri Karimov, attaché to Ambassador Petrashenko. They are in town for trade talks. Juri reminds them they have no jurisdiction inside the Embassy. Nick tells Juri he is aware of it. They have a few questions. An older man, Ambassador Petrashenko, comes out of another room, asking them what they want. Schanke shows them a picture of Tamara Brunansky, commenting she was murdered, and it might be connected to someone from the Embassy. The Ambassador quickly says she is not because he keeps a close eye on everyone and insists on tight security. The Ambassador turns down a request to question the staff. The Ambassador throws them out.

Nick flashes back to 1968 Chicago. In another room, there are many supporters talking to each other. The candidate approaches Nick and asks what he thought of the speech, surprising him. Nick gives the polite answer and hears Gardner wants the truth. Nick is both surprised and pleased someone important really wants to hear his thoughts and it shows. Nick tells Gardner he likes the inclusion part but the rest lacked details. Gardner hopes they are ready for details. Nick tells him the White House awaits. He wants Nick to consider joining his team if he wins. Gardner tells Nick Angela said a lot of good things about him and he has a lot of faith in her opinions. Nick admits he has no background in politics. Gardner says that's good, he needs people, not politicians, then leaves. Angela approaches Nick, comments on Gardner's asking Nick to join the team. Nick has an I don't know what to think grin on his face. She asks him if he's joining and hears he is considering it. Gardner tells Angela they have work to do.

Nick walks away and sees LaCroix. LaCroix tells Nick the whole world is watching, and he is watching Nick. When Nick asks what he's doing there, LaCroix comments he's always been attracted to political turmoil, the violence and bloodshed, knowing there will be plenty of it at the convention. LaCroix says the best kind of government is a benevolent tyranny tempered by an occasional assassination. Nick says he believes in democracy. LaCroix smirks, asking if he also believes in deceit, corruption and immortality, if so, there is still hope for him. Nick believes the people have a right to choose their government. LaCroix comments they choose greedy men grasping for power they will abuse, like the Senator. He mocks Nick's comment about the White House, and tells Nick he already has real power so why waste time with the pretenders. He tells Nick he always has to learn the hard way as if he is up to something to teach Nick a lesson.

The Ambassador saying they have no jurisdiction snaps Nick back to the present. He tells them that if he sees them on Embassy grounds again, he will have them prosecuted for trespassing. As they head for the door Schanke says he wants to punch the Ambassador, hearing it is not over yet. The Ambassador nervously wrings his hands looking concerned. His expression shows he is hiding something serious.

In the bullpen, Schanke finishes talking with George. He tells Nick George works international relations and protocol. Petrashenko turned down the Presidency of Kazakhstan to take the Embassy posting, commenting it is downwardly mobile, meaning there is a skeleton in the closet. George agrees, and is digging up everything he can find on Petrashenko. Cohen calls them into her office. They know they are in trouble and try to figure out why. She introduces them to Jacques Tremblay of the RCMP, and tells them they stepped on some important toes last night. Tremblay tells them Ambassador Petrashenko has diplomatic immunity and cannot be touched. Tremblay tells them he is taking over the case, hearing Nick ask why bother if Petrashenko has immunity. Schanke comments they are sweeping it all under the rug and gets a lecture on the reasons for diplomatic immunity. To placate the detectives, Tremblay tells them if the investigation shows reasons to expel the Ambassador, the suggestion will be given. If they persist on the case, he will have their badges.

Nick flashes back to Chicago. He's walking down the hotel hallway and sees Angela coming out of a room looking devastated as if someone sexually assaulted her or broke up with her. Nick asks if she is okay and she breaks into tears. She is too upset to be comforted, tells him not to tell anyone about it and walks away even more upset. Gardner looks out of his door surprised to see Nick, giving him a stern don't tell anyone look and disappears back into his room. Nick looks betrayed.

Cohen enters his flashback telling him not to talk about it or think about it, snapping him back to the present. She gets a call, then tells them there's another dumped female victim and they are not to jump to conclusions, warning them Petrashenko is off limits.

At the Coroner's Office, Nick, Schanke, Natalie and Daphne talk about the latest body possibly being connected to the last one. Natalie tells them she will not know until she finishes the autopsy, and still might not know. Daphne leaves. Schanke warns Nick to be careful or they will be unemployed and can do nothing that way.

Inside Natalie's office, she tells Nick the latest victim was strangled, massage oil was present and she found high levels of alcohol and drugs in her blood. He gets them totally under control and then kills them. Nick comments he keeps on killing. He tells her he will make sure only his career is messed up if something happens. She says she does not want him to have to relocate. Nick is seeing the crowd from the 1968 campaign, Natalie's looking quite worried in her office.

In his flashback, he approaches a group of men looking at something and sees Angel's body hanging from the ceiling. The Senator is doing spin control, but he is too far away to be heard. The Senator gives Nick a smug I got away with it look and walks away. LaCroix approaches, telling Nick he can feel his anger. The Senator used his power to hurt the woman and does not care about anything but his political career, and any scandals, which could hurt it. He tells Nick to do what he wants to, it is right, and he has the power to do it, curious to see if Nick will take the prodding and kill the Senator for his crime.

Schanke enters the precinct with Juri behind him. Schanke says if the message is to lay off, it has been delivered. Juri tells Schanke he needs help, surprising Schanke. Juri tells him Ambassador Petrashenko is a murderer, stunning Schanke.

Nick flies to the Embassy, lands, watches Ambassador Petrashenko get out of his limo and enter the Embassy. Nick looks uncertain, thinking he knows the truth, but has no proof and takes to the sky.

Inside a precinct briefing room, Juri tells them the Ambassador was not at the Embassy the nights the women were killed. He left early, came back late and refused to say where he had been.

Nick is hovering outside the Embassy, eyes glowing red as the Ambassador's quite agitated, asking where Juri is, stating they have to find him now. It sounds as if there is trouble if Juri is not found. Nick's expression is even more vindictive.

Inside the briefing room, Schanke tells Juri they need proof. Juri says it's been going on for years, and is why they had to leave Kazakhstan. The Ambassador beat his mistress to death, he knows because he drove her to the hospital and she died on the way. Cohen and Schanke are visibly disturbed by this. Juri comments the Ambassador is responsible for his wife's death. She committed suicide because she could not take the beatings or affairs anymore. The Ambassador cannot be touched because he is a diplomat, and will continue to kill unless he is in jail. Cohen and Schanke are even more disturbed and frustrated because they can do nothing.

Inside the Embassy Ambassador Petrashenko pulls a partial sting of pearls from a drawer and looks at them with a worried, slightly disgusted look. Nick appears, asking where Petrashenko got them.

The Ambassador cannot believe he is handcuffed and being hustled out of the Embassy by Nick. He threatens to have Nick prosecuted. Nick's ignoring it and everyone around.

Tremblay hurries into the precinct quite upset. He agitatedly tells Cohen the Kazakhstani government is demanding Knight be turned over to them for extradition. Cohen tells them she's not handing anyone over. Tremblay reminds her Nick kidnapped the Ambassador on Kazakhstani soil and would not be surprised if they asked for the death penalty. Tremblay suddenly stops rambling and looks like he was caught in a major lie when Cohen asks if the External Security Agency knew about any of it. He is very nervous as he tries thinks, lying that Petrashenko would never have been appointed if they had any idea. Schanke asks what it takes before they do something. Nick arrives with the ranting Ambassador Petrashenko, who is demanding to talk to the proper Canadian authorities. Nick refuses to uncuff him until Cohen orders, then reluctantly complies. Petrashenko orders Nick to be incarcerated. Nick looks a bit worried.

Inside Cohen's office, Tremblay reminds Nick of his crime. He should not be worried about his career, but his life. Cohen tells Nick he should have informed her. Nick asks why, because no one would hold the Ambassador accountable, especially not Tremblay. When Nick is told he has no evidence, Nick pulls the pearls out of his pocket, showing them the evidence bag. Tremblay's shocked, a big uh oh, what do I do now look on his face. He has no idea how to fix it now, but has to somehow. He stammers it is circumstantial at best, obtained without a warrant so it is inadmissible in court. He knows it's a lie, but is desperate. Schanke is at the door telling them a woman's outside who was with the last victim and claims to be able to identify the man they were with. Tremblay is in a near panic and it shows, knowing it will be almost impossible not to create an international incident.

Paula and Nancy were the girls in the club. Paula is in the interview room looking nervous and sad. She tells them she and Nancy were pretty wrecked. She made up an excuse to leave when he brought out the massage oil and wishes she had made Nancy leave with her, blaming herself for her friend's death. Cohen tells her it is not her fault. Paula tells them she can identify the person. The Ambassador is brought into a room on the other side of the one way glass. Paula looks at him, tells them there is some resemblance but the guy is about thirty years too old. Tremblay tells them the Kazakhstani government will want Knight's extradition in twenty-four hours, and goes to tell the Ambassador he is free.

Once Paula and Tremblay are gone, Schanke tells Nick and Cohen he does not see how Nick could be wrong. He looks through the stuff he received from George trying to find something helpful. Nick tries to cheer him up but it fails as Schanke tells him he has visions of Nick in front of a firing squad. Daphne walks by and waves at Schanke, who instinctively waves back, then hides, kicking himself for doing it. He tells Nick his other fear is Daphne asking him out.

Nick flashes back to Chicago again. The Senator tells Nick they are all saddened by Angela's death, and he will honor Angela's belief in him by putting it behind him. Nick sarcastically comments Angela would not want to do anything to jeopardize the campaign. The Senator says they must move on. Nick stands, looking a bit threatening. The Senator backs up scared. He answers the telephone, hearing he must withdraw from the campaign or Angela's death will be investigated. He reluctantly gives in, unable to believe he's lost his shot at the Presidency. He tells Nick the Tribune's headline will be about his affair with Angela. Nick's subtle expression shows he might have been the one to tip off the press. He knows it is a more devastating way to make the Senator pay for his crime than legal prosecution as he is convicted in the press and public court.

In the bullpen, Schanke tells Nick Petrashenko had a son, Damir, who emigrated to Canada a year before daddy turned down the presidency and his whereabouts are currently unknown. Nick remembers the witness saying there was a resemblance and Petrashenko was about thirty years too old. He tells Schanke he knows where to find Damir. Nick walks up to Petrashenko and Tremblay as they're leaving, telling Petrashenko he knows he's not the killer, but is the one who disposed of the bodies. Petrashenko stops in his tracks. Tremblay has a deer in headlights look and is so shocked he is not blinking. Nick tells Tremblay he has a few more calls to make.

All but Tremblay move into an observation room. They tell Petrashenko they know Damir defected to Canada a year before he arrived, and was wanted on unspecific crimes asking if homicide was one of them. Damir was put to work as Juri Karimov so his father could keep an eye on him, but he's uncontrollable, and does not have diplomatic immunity because he was employed under false pretenses. The father is shielding him with his. He knows what he did was wrong, but he was protecting his son. Petrashenko might know where his son is, getting the detectives to take him along to talk to his son.

Juri prowls a nightclub spotting his next victim, a young woman who smiles at him.

In the Caddy, Petrashenko tells them he had no choice, he was protecting his son. Nick asks when the body count was going to get too high. Petrashenko asks Nick if he would not do anything to protect his own child, showing he deeply loves Damir, and did the wrong thing out of love.

Inside the club, Juri is flattering the young woman. She is hooked. He takes her hand.

In the Caddy, Petrashenko tells them Damir was always in trouble, he was never home as much as he should have been, and was never able to control Damir. His wife tried her best but Damir was too wild, then became violent. As his power grew, his son was able to get away with things others could not. Nick comments it only made things worse. Petrashenko's expression and tone show he knows. He comments his son is the only thing he has left, the only thing that truly matters. He loves Damir. Schanke comments it is not worth throwing away the presidency. Petrashenko tells him he finally learned that power's not the most important thing and can be empty, wishing he'd learned that long ago. He wishes he had spent more time with his son and maybe none of this would have happened.

Damir is giving the woman a neck room, asking if she would like to go somewhere else for the full treatment. She agrees.

The Caddy arrives as Petrashenko tells them he believes his son hangs out there.

Inside the club Damir sees his father with the two cops and pulls his gun, taking the woman as his hostage. She is terrified. Schanke comments Damir is going to lose it as both cops have their guns drawn. Petrashenko tells his son to put down the gun, apologizing for not being much of a father. Damir's upset his father brought the cops. Petrashenko tells Damir it is both their faults and they must be held accountable. Damir is about to put down the gun when the girl struggles, causing a shootout. Petrashenko steps in the line of fire, and is shot. Damir takes off with the girl. Schanke stays with the father while Nick chases the son outside.

Nick holsters his weapon as he searches for them. Damir is dragging the screaming, pleading woman down the alley. Nick lands in front of them, tosses Damir into a pile of trash bags some distance away, knocking him out. The woman realizes she's okay and wraps her arms around Nick, startling him. He does not look happy, realizes he has no choice but to let her cry on his shoulder.

Inside, Schanke comments the last time he knocked someone out with one punch it felt like he broke all the bones in his right hand. He doubt's Nick telling him it was a little tap due to the size of the bruise on Damir's jaw. Schanke asks how Damir cannot realize actions have consequences, commenting about power corrupting. Nick tells him absolute power corrupts absolutely. Schanke tells him if the bullet had hit a few centimeters over on either side, he would be dead.

Daphne gives Schanke two tickets, fulfilling Schanke's other nightmare. He inquires and learns they are two tickets to Saturday night's Leaf's Duck's game. He tells her he cannot go with her, hearing she knows, the tickets are for him and Myra, knowing he is a huge Duck's fan. Nick is amused. Schanke does not want to hurt her feelings, telling her he will feel bad taking the tickets. He suggests she take Nick, who is a big hockey fan. Nick goes along with it. Daphne does not seem that excited, telling them she will ask Lapinski. Nick seems a little hurt until he realizes it is because he is not married, and a small quirky grin spreads across his face.

The end.

The Fix

Season 2 Episode 18 (aired as episode 14)

Written by Michael Sadowski

Directed by Nicholas J. Gray

Guest stars:

Fred Berman......................... David Eisner

Brian Sykes.......................... Paul Sanders

Dr. Spense............................ Ian D. Clark

Jimmy Vinetti....................... Howard Jerome

Hot Dog Vendor................... Ann Marie Scheffler

Vince..................................... Eric Bryson

Pretty Girl............................. Kim Schraner

Two scenes are intertwined. The first is a detective drawing an eye patch and mustache on his face in the Detective's League Championship picture of him, Schanke and two other men. His suicide note says he is not trying to hurt anyone but is tired of life. No one is to blame, but him. He has no choice. He thanks them for their years together. He sticks the note and picture into an envelope. He sticks an opera tape into the cassette player and blasts the music from his unmarked car's speakers, the red light flashing on the roof. He pulls a gun from the glove compartment.

The second intertwined scene takes place in Natalie's office. She's drawn blood from Nick and injects something into one bag. He comments it is the first time he is ever given blood, making her laugh. She picks up the two half full bags and heads outside to give them the ultimate test. She leaves her office and walks outside the building into the sunlight. Nick knows all he can do is wait. Within thirty seconds, maybe a minute, one bag develops foaming pink foam and quickly becomes too hot to hold. She drops it. It bursts as it hits the sidewalk, spilling boiling blood onto the concrete. Natalie notices no changes in the other bag and smiles.

The detective blows his brains out as the opera music crescendos.

The suicide is now a daylight crime scene. Schanke stands off by himself, the crime scene several feet behind him. Cohen approaches, asking if he is okay. He sighs, admitting Sykes was the last person on earth he'd peg for a suicide. Cohen and Schanke see Berman from Internal Affairs. She finds it odd he's the first one at a homicide, and he comments Berman's the original control freak so it's not too surprising he's first at the suicide. She is not going to argue about it now. Natalie approaches, telling them it is quite a scene, disturbed by the grossness of it. Schanke starts for it, but is stopped by Natalie. She tells him he does not want to remember his friend like that. He agrees. He says since it is not his investigation he's going back to the precinct, ignoring Cohen's calls to him.

Inside Cohen's office, Schanke says his friend was not suicidal, his temper flaring. Berman reminds Schanke Sykes just decapitated himself with his own gun, and gives Cohen a copy of the suicide note. Schanke says Sykes was a good cop. Berman disagrees, commenting that he has been on Jimmy Vinetti's payroll for years. Nick crankily comments it is easier to slander dead cops. Berman says he has evidence Sykes was dirty. Sykes killed himself because he could not go to prison. Schanke comments Sykes had the best Bunko record for three years running, was hard working and decent. Cohen's listening, but staying out of it. Berman tells them Sykes' wife moved to Nova Scotia four months ago with the kids because she could not take the beatings anymore. Berman gives Cohen Sykes' profile from the department shrink, commenting unbalanced was nicest word used. Schanke tells Berman he's not buying any of it and leaves. Cohen comments it is the first she has heard of any investigation. Berman says they get better results if they do not advertise. Nick asks for a crack at it. Berman tells Nick the case is closed, to go catch some killers. Nick tells him he will, subtly hinting he suspects Berman, his tone says he cannot yet prove it. Berman reminds him the case is closed. Nick says Berman is the boss, like it's a dirty, nauseating word. Berman and Cohen talk.

In the bullpen, Nick tells Schanke Berman should get an award for insensitivity. Nick suggests they investigate because there is more to it. Schanke says Berman may be right, and if so, he does not want to know. He hates Berman's guts and hopes he dies a slow, painful death. Nick watches Cohen and Berman, getting a strange look on his face. Schanke tells Nick he is going to remember Sykes as his friend, someone who backed him up, bailed him out and was a great bowler.

Inside Natalie's office, she tells Nick the vampire virus is more like a genetic alteration. She discovered it using her friend's tunneling electron microscope. She shows Nick a picture of his RNA, paying extra attention to the extra nucleotides, telling him those should not be there. She is pretty sure those are what make him a vampire. Whenever she tried to culture them outside of the body, they disappeared. She tells him she might be able to help him as she holds up a vial of Litovuterine-B, telling him it did not exist a year ago. It is a bio-engineered drug, which somehow molecularly bonds with the vampire virus and shuts it down. She is a little embarrassed as she explains it's a synthetic hormone, which was supposed to enhance beef production. He chuckles. She tells him it was lethal in the test phase. He tells her his day in the sun will be deadly anyway. She tells him he could probably handle low does, similar to chemotherapy, and if he is willing to take the risk, she might be able to cure him, which definitely gets Nick's attention.

Nick flashes back to 1857 Germany. Nick and a doctor walk into the man's attempt at a laboratory hearing the man can cure him. He has studied the occult all his life. He has called the resurrection doctor because of some failed experiments in resuscitation. He wants to test his theory and agrees to keep it top secret, but it will be expensive. Nick agrees to fund the work.

Nick hears Natalie calling his name and snaps out of the flashback. She tells him it is his call. He tells her they will do it. She is happy, but a little worried. She is starting him out on one cc. He asks what to expect and learns that they are so far out that she does not know. Chemically has some similarities to naturally produced endorphins which might give him a rush, but it might be mitigated by the drug's cytotoxic properties, meaning he'll get sick to his stomach. She tells him he will be too happy to care. She gives him one last chance to back out before he injects him. He seems fine. Suddenly the side effects kick in and he falls from the autopsy table onto his hands and knees on the floor in agony and sick to his stomach. He curls up in the fetal position, with her kneeling beside him telling him she knew it was a mistake, scared by his intense reaction. Her hand is on his back to comfort him as she watches him carefully. He keeps muttering through his gritted teeth that he is going to be sick. He grabs her arm and tells her it is okay, that he is all right. Nick has one last major spasm and goes still, scaring the hell out of Natalie. She calls his name, begging him to talk to her, to tell her what he is feeling. He tells her he feels nothing that it is gone. He keeps repeating it is gone until she asks what is gone, a bit worried. He gets back on his knees and tells her the vampire is gone. He sees the clock showing 7:18 am and runs out the door before she can stop him. He runs out the main entrance into the bright sunlight, instinctively ducking back into the shadows. She is concerned, telling him it's not the way to test it. Nick gathers his courage and goes fully outside. She is right behind him. Both are delighted when there is no smoking, no pain, no burning. She laughs as he hugs her and twirls her around. They exchange a deep, longing look. He kisses her cheek and hugs her again. Both are thrilled beyond words.

In the bullpen, Schanke sees a female officer bagging the contents of Sykes' desk. Cohen learns Schanke has not slept yet. She tells him IA sent down a warrant to impound Sykes' stuff very quickly, telling him it was Berman. Schanke does not seem surprised.

In the Caddy, Natalie tells Nick the most important thing is not to overdo it, and not to assume anything. She is stunned when he flies through a red light, chuckling when told about it. Her expression grows more serious as she tells him they have to run many tests, and realizes they're not heading for her apartment. She reminds him where they are supposed to be going, and that he needs lots of rest. He tells her they will get there. She makes it a Doctor's order. He gives in, stating they have one stop first, asking if she has the stuff with her. She tells him she does. He calls Janette.

Nick and Natalie enter the Raven and see Janette at the bar. Nick tells her he is cured. Natalie watches. Janette reminds him about the last time. He tells her that it is different this time.  It is real. Janette comments that Natalie did it. Natalie cheerfully tells Janette she could not resist the scientific challenge. Janette says she can see that, asking if Nick has told her the dangers involved in the pursuit for a cure. Nick tells them there is no danger. Janette reminds him of those among them that would not take it well. Natalie's mood darkens. She's a little scared and asks Nick what she's talking about. Janette informs her there are those who would find her discovery a threat to their existence. Nick tells Janette there is no danger if Janette does not tell them. She reminds him they will find out anyway. She asks why he came if no one has supposed to know, a little annoyed with him. He offers to share it with her, but is turned down. He badly words something Natalie said, commenting they need to duplicate the experiment to pronounce it a success. Natalie is annoyed. Her entire being shows how much she wishes he had phrased it better. Janette tells them they can look elsewhere if they need another lab rat. Unlike him, she is not ashamed of who she is. Nick is surprised, ashamed and confused. Janette tells Natalie she has been down that road before and it is a dead end.

In the Caddy, Natalie asks Nick what he is not telling her. He says Janette is jealous and trying to spoil it. Natalie asks about the other time. He tells her it happened long ago and does not matter, earning him a glare. He reminds her they have succeeded, seeking confirmation. Nick lets Natalie off across the street from the Coroners Office. She tells him she is going to go write up some notes. He is to go home and rest. She wants to do a full blood panel on him later. He tells her he wants some Litovuterine in case he is out and it wears off. She nervously laughs and turns him down. He stammers, reminding her he is cured. She tells him they have no idea what it is doing to his insides, growing more concerned. He asks for enough to get through a crisis. She says he sounds like a junkie, hearing their whole experiment is shot if he spontaneously combusts in the middle of Bay Street. She reluctantly gives him a vial with ten cc's in it along with sterilized syringes, making him promise he won't touch it unless something dire happens and he calls her first. He agrees. He tells her she should be happy. She almost seems to be regretting it. He tells her he will see her tonight. She gives him one last glare before returning to work. He drives off.

In the park where his friend shot himself, Schanke's looking around and finds a round, flat, black object. He picks it up with his handkerchief in case it's evidence and tucks it into his pocket.

Nick is parked, and looking at his hand and the world in sunlight. He has a couple of mini flashbacks to Dark Knight where he is sitting up in the warehouse, he is vamped out and growling, and he is about to bite a girl. In the present, Nick's hand starts to shake, concerning him.

Inside the Raven, Janette is sitting at the bar thinking her chin propped on her palm.

Janette flashes back to 1857 Germany. She sees Nick come outside. She approaches, asking if he knows what he is getting involved with, who he's working with. She reminds him there are no secrets among them, at least not for long. He says he knows she will remain quiet and the doctor will have to work quickly. Janette calls the doctor a charlatan, reminding Nick of his reputation. She asks if he is looking for disease, aging and death, quite upset and worried, asking why he is doing it. He tells her he has to, asking her to try to understand. He cannot be what he is anymore.

In the present, Janette is still in the same seat, calling Nichola a fool as she sips her wine.

Nick's in the Caddy, his sleeve rolled up from the injection and rides out the side effects, his head banging on the steering wheel as he grimaces in pain and holds the wheel tight. The vial and syringe are on the seat next to him. Once the side effects wear off, he drives off.

Schanke is sitting on a bench by the shore, looking out at the water, thinking. Nick walks up to him and takes a seat. Schanke shows Nick what he found. They figure it is probably the lens cap for binoculars. He tells Nick he found it in the bushes. Both have been thinking about Sykes. Nick suggests they look into it. Schanke says all the evidence points to suicide. Nick says they need to look for the why. Schanke is not sure, commenting Berman and IA seem anxious to wrap it up. He tells Nick there is something different about him. Nick cheerfully tells him it is today, grinning as he looks up at the sky. Schanke asks if Nick got his hair cut, totally missing the obvious.

As they drive around, Schanke cannot believe Natalie possibly cured Nick, suppressed the symptoms, or possibly eliminated the condition, calling her a genius worthy of a Nobel Prize.

Nick and Schanke arrive at Marciellio's. Schanke's a little unsettled, realizing Jimmy Vinetti owns a piece of it and eats there every day. Nick says they are just going to talk to him. They enter and find Jimmy and his bodyguard. Nick flashes his badge. Vinetti waves off his bodyguard, and the three sit at the table. They tell Jimmy they just want to ask a few questions, hearing he always has a minute to help. Vinetti denies knowing Brian Sykes or hearing his name. Schanke fills him in.. Vinetti learns about IA's investigation and Jimmy denies paying off cops, claiming to be a businessman. Nick shocks everyone by eating a forkful of pasta from Jimmy's plate. Nick again turns down an offer of food. Nick keeps eating off Vinetti's plate. They think Nick has lost his mind. Schanke says he hates IA as much as Vinetti does. Nick drinks Jimmy's Chianti. Vinetti tells Schanke it is off the record, the cops do not understand the nature of his business. Schanke asks if Sykes ever came to see Jimmy and learns Sykes tried to shake him down. Jimmy told Sykes to take a hike. Nick suggests Jimmy is paying off Fred Berman. Schanke's shocked. Vinetti offers Nick the rest of his pasta on the house, offers his condolences to Schanke for the loss of his friend, and to the man's family. He tells them they are way over the line with the questions and leaves. Nick quickly takes Vinetti's seat and finishes off his food. Schanke cannot believe Nick is acting so bizarre.

As Nick and Schanke walk down the street, Nick stops by a hot dog vender and gets a hot dog. Schanke winds up paying for it when Nick cannot understand it is not free. Schanke asks how Nick connected Berman and Vinetti, which is better magic than pulling rabbits out of thin air. Nick comments Sykes killed himself, yet everyone who knew him said he would never do that. Berman is a cop without a regular beat, yet he's the first guy on the scene. Schanke tells Nick Berman said he was tailing Sykes. Nick says maybe Berman watched Sykes kill himself. Berman and Sykes worked Bunko at the 34th precinct, which is Vinetti's stomping ground. What if Vinetti and Berman hooked up that far back, and either brought Sykes in or tried to? Maybe Sykes either was not on the payroll or wanted out. Schanke suggests that maybe they did not know the other was involved with Vinetti. Schanke tells Nick he is paranoid. Nick's distracted by a woman walking by and sees himself biting her neck. Nick snaps out of it and watches the woman walk by unharmed. Nick says something's wrong. Schanke tells him he looks all sunburned, asking what drug Natalie is giving him. Nick looks into a window of a cab, pulls down his sunglasses, sees his golden eyes and tells Schanke he has to go and will see him that night. Schanke calls after Nick but there is no response.

Nick stumbles into the loft in pain, heavily panting, having some mini flashbacks. He stumbles across the room to his kitchen table in gut wrenching agony. All the while having mini flashbacks to Natalie telling him about the drug, the possible cure, asking if he is willing to take the risk. Janette reminding him she is not like him. Nick feels his fang as if it is something new. Janette tells him she is not ashamed of what she is. Nick forces himself to the fridge. Nick's asking Natalie for enough to get him through, and hears he sounds like a junkie. Nick gulps the blood like a junkie getting a fix. It is as if he is going through First Hunger again. He staggers to the table and falls back into his seat. After more blood and a lot of effort, he barely regains basic control. He tells Janette he cannot be what he is any more. He corks the bottle and slides it away from him. He prepares another shot of the Litovuterine-B.

Nick flashes back to 1857 and Dr. Spense's primitive lab. Nick lies on the table, allowing his arm to be slit open and his blood drained. The doctor plans to give him an infusion and inject other stuff. Spense asks if it works. Nick nods.

Nick looks very much like a junkie as he fills the syringe, he's all sweaty, jumpy, uneasy, in pain and tired.

In 1857, Spense injects the tubing hooked to Nick with something, pleased by Nick's nod.

Nick injects himself and bolts upright as if electrically shocked, then drops to his knees in agony and curls up in the fetal position. After a few moments he relaxes onto his back and starts giggling. When his vision clears, he sees LaCroix towering over him. Nick looks really tired, worn out. LaCroix asks if he is feeling poorly, if there is something new in his diet or regimen. Nick is on his knees holding his injected arm close as if it hurts, and asking LaCroix who invited him. LaCroix studies the vial as he tells Nick friends as old as he do not need invitations. Nick comments Janette squealed on him. LaCroix asks what she was supposed to have told him. Nick holds his arms out to the sides gesturing as he tells LaCroix he is cured. LaCroix sarcastically comments that he wants the disease if that is the cure. LaCroix seems amused Nick's drugged out of his mind.

Inside the bullpen, Schanke is quietly telling Natalie that Nick is definitely not himself. She cannot believe Nick spent the morning eating his way across town. He comments it was as if Nick had not eaten in a hundred years. Natalie hides her grin. Schanke pushes his chair closer and explains Nick's crazy theory that Sykes suicide was not a suicide.  That Berman and the Deputy Chief of IA, is pushing it under the carpet too quickly because he is the dirty one and does not want to be exposed. He misses Natalie's worry. He tells Natalie Nick's gut instincts are telling him Berman is one of Vinetti's stooges. Natalie's deep worry clearly shows. Schanke says Nick is wigging, manic, and there is something wild in his eyes. Natalie tells Schanke Nick is delusional from the Litovuterine. She's scared and worried, telling Schanke she made a mistake and might need his help.

Inside the loft, Nick angrily says Janette betrayed him, hearing Janette did not have to say anything. A father knows when his children are in pain, just as he senses their rejection of his generosity. Nick walks over to the window, raises the blind and stands in the sunlight, telling LaCroix he is cured. LaCroix tells Nick he is deluding himself by substituting one dependence for another, getting pain, sickness and the promise of certain decay for it. He tells his son to stop being foolish. Nick tells LaCroix he cannot handle Nick becoming a human again. LaCroix is cranky as he tells Nick he is offering him a choice, reminding him those who protect their secret will not be so patient. Nick tells LaCroix he is not his anymore. LaCroix tells him he is wrong and steps into the sunlight, where he starts smoking, and is nowhere near as close to the window as Nick is. He grimaces, telling Nick they are each other and Nick will always be his.

Inside Natalie's lab, Nick tells her she cannot cut him off. She tells him she can because the drug is not working. The virus is mutating, changing into a form immune to the drug. He tells her the drug works. She locks up the vial, telling him he needs every increasing amounts with increasing frequency. Within a week, he will be shooting up every hour and in a month, he will need an IV from a fifty-five gallon drum. She crankily asks if that is what he wants. He angrily and very suddenly grabs her arm, momentarily scaring her. His expression is very serious as he tells her he wants to stay cured. She is in his face, firmly telling him it's not a cure but a fix, which isn't going to work much longer. He is reverting whether he knows it or not. He releases her and angrily rants she is just like them. She wants to control him. Her temper flares, even as she tries to stay calm. She tells him the drug is affecting him, making him sound crazy. His comments show he does not believe it. He is angrier as he rants that he can have his humanity back for as long and as much of it as she is willing to give him. He stammers he can have it back, but only by night. Schanke enters in time to see Nick grab Natalie's wrist so hard she yelps in pain. She glares at Nick in anger and a tiny bit of fear. Nick rants that he will get it only in exchange for his soul. Schanke heard that line and tells them that he got there as quickly as he could, unsure what to do. He says he is interrupting and will leave. Natalie yanks her arm free and walks over to Schanke telling him to talk to Nick. Schanke tells Nick it would be a good idea to keep quiet about Sykes and Berman. Nick accuses Schanke of turning on him, telling him his friend is not even cold in his grave and is being sold out by Schanke's silence. Schanke tells Nick he sounds insane. Natalie watches them. Nick tells them he is out of there. If he cannot get what he wants there, he will find someone who will give it to him. He tells Schanke if he will not help, he will just have to do it alone. She is afraid for all three of them. Nick storms out. Schanke asks what's going on. She starts to say something but stops.

Inside the bullpen, Nick enters and sees Berman. Nick looks sunburned and wiped out. Berman comments that Nick works the graveyard shift and hears Nick is working on a special case of his own. Berman wishes Nick luck, not meaning it. Nick calls Berman's name and casually tosses the lens cap to him, playfully telling him he dropped something. Nick walks away. A cold, mean look crosses Berman's face as he walks away.

Nick is inside his loft, staring out the window at the sun, and trying to figure out what to do. His torment shows on his face. His face looks like he has spent too much time in the sun.

Nick flashes back to 1857 and the mad doctor's makeshift lab. He tells Spense he feels very weak, hearing it is from the purging his body of the contaminants that cause his syndrome. The disease is fighting back, not wanting to die. He ties Nick down with metal cuffs secured with small wooden stakes. Nick asks what he is doing as he struggles, hearing he has a few more tests to do and can't stop now. He holds a cross near Nick's face. Nick turns away.

In the present, Nick's forehead rests on the window. He looks totally wiped out, even sick. He is studying his hand, which is shaking. Nick hears the answering machine pickup. Jimmy Vinetti tells Nick to meet him at Lakeside Industrial Park in one hour if he wants to know the whole truth about Brian Sykes, and to come alone.

Inside Natalie's office, Nick is alone as he tries to break into the cabinet she locked the drug in. When his elbow does not work, he tries kicking it. When that fails, he finds a pair of scissors and forces the lock. He yanks the door open and removes the drug, syringes and a rubber tourniquet.

Nick pulls into the parking lot of the Industrial Park and waits. He looks at the vial, debating using it. He has a mini flashback to Natalie telling him it is not a cure, but a fix.

Natalie and Schanke enter the loft looking for Nick, a bit worried about him. She calls out Nick's name, nearly blinded by the sunlight. Schanke asks if she thinks he is already addicted, hearing it is not impossible because some people are addicted to crack cocaine after one use. Schanke hopes it does not hit the streets. She says he does not have to worry about it because it would probably kill any normal person who took it, too distracted by her worry to realize she should not have said that. Schanke comments it did not kill Nick. Natalie realizes her goof and covers by nervously telling him Nick has a very special constitution, hoping he buys it. Schanke sees the bottle of blood on the table, thinking its wine. He asks if she is sure that it was Nick, who broke into the medicine locker, as he picks up an empty syringe wrapper. She tells him only the Litovuterine was missing. Nick is really losing it. They hear Vinetti's message. Schanke shows her the empty syringe wrapper commenting Nick's about to do something really dumb. Natalie's expression agrees.

In the Caddy, Nick makes a hard choice, shoves the entire handful of unused syringes, the vial, and rubber tourniquet back into the glove compartment, and rubs his sore right hand. A car with dark windows pulls up near Nick. Vinetti rolls down his window and motions for Nick to come over. Nick does so, telling Vinetti he is glad he decided to talk. Vinetti tells Nick he wanted the truth about his friend Sykes. He leans back revealing Berman sitting next to him. Berman pulls out his gun and shoots Nick twice in the abdomen. Nick falls to the ground. Vinetti tells Nick he was getting too close to the truth. Blood runs from the ground under Nick, pooling around him. He is unconscious, maybe dead. Vinetti tells his driver to dump the trash and they will pick him up.

Natalie and Schanke get into his car. Moments later a car squeals around the corner. Schanke urgently tells Natalie to get down. She quickly takes a look out the window and doubles over, her head well below the window. Schanke ducks and helps cover her. A guy leans out the window and fires, shattering Schanke's windows. Schanke gets out, keeping low, ready to fire, using the trunk as cover. The perp's car races off. Schanke quickly goes back to Natalie, learning she's quite shaken up and scared but unhurt. Schanke tells her they were Vinetti's errand boys and Nick is going to get the same reception. She is worried. Schanke admits Nick is really onto something as he speeds off.

At the Industrial Park, Vinetti's driver dumps Nick into the trunk of the Caddy.

Nick flashes back to 1857. Janette rescues Nick from the mad doctor, who has been drained. LaCroix tells them that Nick was to be his greatest prize. The doctor is slumped over his desk, quite dead. Nick's family helps him up the steps and they leave. LaCroix is smiling.

In the present, it is night. Nick regains consciousness and waits until the guy stops the car. The guy opens the trunk and Nick springs out, knocking him to the ground. He shoots Nick four times, causing Nick to vamp out and attack the driver, leaving him either unconscious or dead. Vinetti's car arrives and they are scared to see Nick alive. Berman puts the car in reverse, and when he goes forward, he finds Nick blocking his path. Vinetti tells Berman to get Nick. Berman tries to ram Nick with the car. Nick vamps out and takes to the sky. Berman and Vinetti cannot find him. They discover they are heading right for a tree moments before the head on collision with it. Nick gives a small fang-filled triumphant grin, then checks to make sure the bad guys are alive. They are. Schanke, Natalie and back up arrive. Schanke and Natalie see Nick's okay, and are relieved. Nick sees her concerned. When Schanke looks away, Natalie gets a quick fang flash. She smiles, relieved he is okay. Schanke looks at his two friends, confused by their grins, and why Natalie seems so relieved. Nick shrugs, grinning, giving them his innocent little boy look.

In the loft, Nick reads the newspaper, the big headline is about the Police Department scandal where an officer's suicide brings corruption to light. Berman's mug shot is under the headline. Nick contemplates a bottle of blood.

In the bullpen, Schanke looks at the framed picture Sykes left with his suicide note, trying not to let how upset he is show. He sniffles, brushes a way a hint of a tear and forces himself back to work.

The end
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A woman comes home from work, her arms full of work to do and sees a valentine in her mail. She reads it and sees the last line is missing. She looks up and it is written on the wall in red, maybe in blood. Suddenly she is attacked. After a struggle, she is choked to death.

LaCroix is doing his nightly monologue. He is in a bad mood tonight as he rants about how love drains one of their strength and other bad things about it. He seems heartbroken.

Nick and Natalie are in the loft listening. She has surprised LaCroix's talking about love. Natalie tells Nick that she heard the Captain whispering sweet things into the telephone. Natalie takes some samples of unexposed skin cells. She comments on upping his vitamin E dose since he seems to be tolerating it and he admits he forgets to take them. She surprises him with a gift, a sliver pill box, which he truly appreciates. Their beepers go off signaling they are both wanted at a crime scene.

Natalie, Nick and Schanke are at the crime scene. Nick finds a pay stub that tells them that she is a freelance researcher. Schanke calls the Valentine's Day card the killer's calling card. Nick notices that the handwriting on the card is similar to the writing on the wall. Schanke wanders off to examine the crime scene and Natalie comments to Nick that it is like the candy hearts with messages on them, forgetting that he has probably never seen them. When she is clueless, she tells him about the messages on them, adding that this time there is an awful twist to it. Nick comments that he thought it would take more than a card to sweep a woman off her feet. Natalie tells Nick that she can identify with the woman a bit because the woman had a demanding career.  Her consuming work left little time for romance and that sometimes it's the little things that sweep a woman off her feet. Nick realizes that Natalie is right, about women and about her and the victim being similar. Nick comments that the killer was counting on the woman's vulnerability making her enjoy the card for that crucial moment. Natalie grunts and leaves.

Nick, Janette and LaCroix make it into a castle smoking from the sun. LaCroix is angry and burned. He tells Nick that they are not prepared to die. Nick tells him that he is not leaving for good without seeing his family one last time. LaCroix angrily reminds Nick that he and Janette are Nick's family now. After Nick's glare, LaCroix tells Nick to get on with it. Nick is happily reunited with his mother and his sister, Fleur. He tells them that they've gone three days without sleep and must sleep when they want to hear all about the crusades and his other adventures during the several years he was gone. Fleur is drawn to LaCroix and he pulls back when she tries to touch him. He is not used to gentleness and freely given help. Nick introduces Janette and LaCroix, then promises to tell all that night and begs to be excused. His mom excuses them, glad he's home safely. LaCroix's knees give out, Fleur catches him, and he weakly asks for her forgiveness.

Cohen tells Nick and Schanke that the crime scene is like the pair in Montreal last year and she wants them stopped before Valentine's Day, giving them two weeks. Nick and Schanke discover that the victim had a lot of unpaid bills, even with the good income as well as a lot of overdue books.

Schanke grumbles about there being only fifty-one days between Christmas and Valentine's day, and how it is hard on the wallet. He tells Nick that he has to check on their reservations for a two for one trip to Vegas for the big poker game. Nick teases him about there being trouble last year when it was fishing instead of a Caribbean cruise and Schanke comments that it was fine once they got the mosquito netting up. He comments that Myra wants a beach and a fake beach at the hotel should be enough. When Schanke comments that women do not know what they want, Nick asks him if he is sure, looking at the card in the clear plastic evidence bag. Schanke comments that it only took a little romance and poetry before the killer was inside. Nick tells Schanke that a woman wants someone who is not afraid to express his love. Schanke shakes his head doubtfully and walks away.

Nick looks over at Natalie and realizes how much she means to him. They exchange warm looks and then he escorts her to her car. They do not see the mysterious figure watching them from the shadows.

LaCroix is in his booth the next night and quite bitterly asking if love really exists or if it matters as he stares at a white rose. There is a crack in his sardonic tone, allowing a glimpse of a wounded soul. He bitterly, heartbrokenly wonders if it is just one's selfish needs and desires. Again, LaCroix is questioning if love really matters.

Back at Nick's family castle, LaCroix approaches a stargazing Fleur and compliments her. Both are attracted to each other. Astronomy is her new passion, but an old one of LaCroix's. She notices he has already healed and he momentarily pulls back from her touch. He is not sure what the warm feels are as he is not at all used to gentleness. He gives her a white rose and a thorn pricks her finger. He brings it to his lips and gently sucks her finger, both enjoying it and the sensations from the blood. She enjoys the sensuousness.

Nick and Janette enter the patio and see the pair. She holds Nick back as he wants to attack LC. Janette tells him that the attraction seems to be mutual. Nick explains that his sister has always brought light to the world. Nick speaks up, telling the pair that dinner's ready. They all go inside to dinner.

LaCroix tells his listeners to say no to love.  He suggests that a carnival toy and an electric blanket will be as satisfying.

Schanke is gazing at a catalog as Nick arrives and looks over his shoulder. Nick points out a nice piece for Myra causing Schanke to comment his accountant would flip out.

Cohen approaches them with the psych evaluation of the killer and it seems to match the Montreal killer. Both female victims were single career women lured in by Valentines, which is corny, but it worked. She tells them their killer is smart, creative but has a marked ambivalence towards women and can only reconcile it with violence. Schanke comments that it is a love/hate thing. Nick listens as the takes out the silver pill box Natalie gave him, opens it and silently reads her engraved reminder to take his vitamins. Schanke comments on his missing Nick getting drunk, and Nick tells him that it is vitamins for his skin condition.

In the morgue, Natalie tells Nick and Schanke that they are still doing handwriting analysis, but she is pretty sure it's the same guy, that the choke hold was so strong that it dislodged vertebrae. Nick comments that the killer is physically powerful but unsuccessful in relationships, and that he is inept at getting what he wants. Schanke is looking at the file as he comments that it is hard to believe any woman would fall for it. Nick comments that any woman who feels romantically neglected could be a target. Schanke's concerned and tells them that he should call Myra, who should be finished washing the car, and leaves.

Nick comments on Schanke being a handful, which Natalie confirms that Schanke is not a great catch, adding that Schanke does care about Myra. Nick walks over to Natalie and tells her that the case is getting to her. She is not very happy and it shows, but is touched and relived that only he notices it. Sexual tension rises but they are interrupted by her beeper. She reluctantly tells him that she has to go to the lab, but that she will have test results tomorrow. He takes old of her hand as she leaves, stopping her, pleasing them both. They are acting like teens with their first crush. He tells her that he will call if they learn anything and asks if s he will be home. She tells him she will be home all night and to call. He kisses her hand causing her to smile. He watches her leave then flashes back to his home.

In the castle, Nick confronts LaCroix, angrily telling him to leave Fleur alone. He throws all of LaCroix's words about letting mortal bonds go, among other things. That he is using Fleur to punish him, and that he's made his point, missing LaCroix's inner turmoil. Nick tells LaCroix that he cannot be in love, because there is not one shred of humanity in him. LaCroix tells him that he would have agreed before he met Fleur. He grows angry as he tells Nick how he hates the feelings he cannot control or accept, yet they exist. He tells Nick that Fleur is everything he is not, and that his immortality has nothing to do with it. He is amazed when he realizes he loves Fleur. Nick is deeply troubled by it.

Nick arrives at Natalie's as she is carrying in groceries and her briefcase. He helps her out, informing her that handwriting was a perfect match. When he learns she is not busy, he stays. Nick tells her he was out driving and thinking. Since he was nearby, he decided to visit. She smiles, liking the idea. She admits she thinks in the bath. Nick asks her what they are going to do about their feelings for each other. He tenderly caresses her cheek. She's both pleased and surprised by it. The heat between them rises. They are two mature adults in love and finally admitting it.

Back at the castle, LaCroix and Fleur are in the courtyard again, talking about astronomy and how both want the knowledge of the universe. Their attraction grows and they caress each other's face. He tells her he wants to spend forever with her and that it seems as if they have been together for a very long time. She agrees. He tells her how she has brought incredible joy to his life and made death seem sad. They kiss and when both enjoy it they kiss again, deeper and more passionately.

LaCroix is standing outside Natalie's apartment building staring at the sky, asking for his pain and eternal longing to be eased.

Nick is caressing Natalie's lips with his fingers, unaware LaCroix's watching from the ground below and is not in a good mood. LaCroix is heartbroken, seeing Nick and Natalie together.  He icily glares up at Natalie's window, hearing the pleasure inside.

Nick and Natalie share their first tender, romantic kiss. The microwave beeping startles them. When both really enjoyed the kiss, they kiss again, ignoring her waiting dinner. It is a long passionate kiss. LaCroix watches them, recognizing it is true love and is both hurt and angered by it.

LaCroix angrily, bitterly rants about love, one night stands and to never let love in or it will strangle you and rip you apart.

Natalie and Nick arrive at the crime scene at the exact same moment and get teased by Schanke about being partners. They simultaneously comment that their beepers went off, Schanke's comment hitting a little too closely. They notice the message scribbled on the wall, and the semi-nude dead woman on the floor. Schanke's not buying the beeper comment and hands Nick the bagged Valentine's Day card.

Nick and Natalie examine the card. Nick sees a sobbing man off to the side and learns he is the victim's fiancé. The wedding was to be next week. Natalie examines the victim. They comment on how hard it is to lose love, especially to senseless violence.

At the castle, Fleur begs LaCroix to take her with him. Nick listens from the shadows. She tells LaCroix that she cannot live without him and begs him to take her with him. LaCroix's affected as well. She tells him that she thought she was used to the pain of the men in her life leaving, that she lost her father. That it includes Nick's two tours in the crusades. LaCroix tells her that the thought of their being together comforts him. That there is away they can be together forever, which interests her. Just as he's about to sink his fangs into her neck, Nick rushes LaCroix at vampire speed, slams into LaCroix and pins him to the wall several feet behind them. LaCroix struggles against Nick's hold on him. Fleur sees LaCroix vamped out and is shocked. Nick tells his sister that what she sees is LaCroix's true nature, and that it is what he is as well as he faces her vamped out. She is shocked but quickly recovers. She tells them that it all makes sense to her now, and that she knows that they are vampires. Nick's features are back to normal as he tells Fleur that LaCroix will make her one of them whether or not she wants it. She tells him that it doesn't bother her, that she just wants to be with LaCroix because she loves him and that they have a lot in common. Nick's shocked and begs her to listen, that he does not regret his choice, but it's wrong for her. That she is the future of their family. That mom should not have to lose them both, and it will be hard enough to lose him. LaCroix tells Nick that he cannot win this fight. Fleur tells Nick that if he keeps her from LaCroix she will die from a broken heart and runs to LaCroix. LaCroix asks him to pick whose heart is broken, the mother's or sister's. Nick tells his master that he's just looking for another conquest and will kill all that he loves in her by bringing her across. LaCroix disagrees, commenting that he can save her by bringing her across.

Back at the crime scene, Natalie's finished examining the victim and tells him the MO and cause of death are identical to the other victims. Nick asks her about their new relationship and she tells him that she cannot believe it. They know it is the wrong place for the discussion, but their feelings are so right that it feels so good. When Schanke approaches, Natalie becomes all business, telling them it definitely was strangulation and likely death was during the last six hours.

Schanke comments on how devastated the fiancée is. Natalie leaves and Schanke watches, asking Nick if she is ok because she seems preoccupied. Nick says nothing, focusing on the wall calendar. He asks if the last victim was engaged, and learns that she was. Schanke leans to check on the Montreal victim's marital status. Nick searches the victim's desk and learns she too was a freelance researcher. Schanke returns and tells Nick that one Montreal victim was married and the other was engaged, which he finds odd. Even more coincidental is that one was a pharmaceutical researcher and the other was a scientific writer. The first victim in Toronto was a researcher for an ad agency and the second was a paralegal who spent a lot of time in the University of Toronto library. Both Toronto victims used the same library.

Nick checks at the library's front desk for the library researcher who just moved to Toronto from Montreal as he shows the librarian the overdue books from the latest crime scene. She tells him that they all came from Central research and that Stan gathered them, and that Stan's been there a couple of months.

Meanwhile Schanke's approaching a nerdy looking guy and asks if he knows a researcher who just moved to town from Montreal. The nerdy guy admits that he is Stan, but when Schanke shows his badge, Stan threatens Schanke with a knife-like letter opener. Stan then grabs his assistant and threatens to plunge the sharp item into her neck, using her as a shield as he runs. He is not easy to catch as he runs through the stacks. Schanke calls out for Nick's help. Nick helps Schanke catch Stan and rescues the hostage. Stan tries to escape but Nick keeps him pinned to the wall. Schanke hears Nick very darkly wish Stan a Happy Valentine's Day. Nick sees Schanke approach.

The nerdy guy is at the precinct confessing all to Schanke and Cohen as Nick and Natalie watch from the observation room. The nerdy guy doesn't sound like he's playing with a full deck as he tells them that the women were leaving him, that they were meant to be with him. That he would never see them again and that was wrong. Stan's comments make Nick and Natalie uneasy. They both feel Stan's pain.

Nick flashes back to his childhood home again.

Nick reminds LaCroix that if he brings Fleur across she becomes a cold-blooded killer, that her purity will be gone. LaCroix counters asking Nick if he would rather see her wither and die. Nick tells LaCroix that the innocence he loves in her will die and that if he truly loves her, he will not bring Fleur across. Fleur sadly begs LaCroix to take her. LaCroix truly loves her and it shows. He comments on the great irony of his cold heart feeling such pain as he kisses her forehead.

Inside the observation room, Natalie comments on women dying because an illusion of love. Nick feels guilty for denying LaCroix his one true love. Natalie asks Nick how anyone can know when it is real and not something they created out of need. Nick looks concerned, asks her if she is afraid and she tells him she is not. Their feelings are evident but they do not act on them because they are at work. She tells him that it's nearly sunrise. He's surprised and worried that his inner vampire sundial failed. He tells her to keep tomorrow night open, kisses the top of her head and hears her playful response. They walk out looking gloomy and miserable.

Nick does not see LaCroix on the other side of the front desk, but LaCroix sees the loving touches between nick and Natalie as well as the heat between them and it hurts too much. Nick and Natalie's façade fools everyone but LaCroix. LaCroix's look as he leaves means trouble.

Schanke delivers a box of flowers to Natalie telling her they were delivered to the wrong place. He teases her about keeping the guy because he is good for her. Inside the box is a dozen white roses. Schanke reads the card, which is a dinner invitation to Azure at eight pm and signed from a thirteenth century gentleman, which Schanke comments is a little odd. He asks her if she has heard from Myra because he cannot find hear and needs to tell her where he made tomorrow's dinner reservation. She tells him she has not heard from his wife.

Natalie enters Azure at eight pm and is surprised to not only find it empty, but discover LaCroix is her dining companion. He promptly tells her she knows him and is honored she came and that he bought out the restaurant in her honor. She hides her uneasiness and tells him she does not know who he is and he introduces himself. A part of her knows she should run, but she gives into the curious part. He tells her that he thought it was an appropriate way to get to know each other. She warily but politely tells him she is flattered. He suggests they talk about love, neither taking their eyes from the other.

Nick's at home and cannot reach Natalie. Schanke calls because he cannot find Myra and they have an early flight to Vegas. That he only found a note from her telling him she will contact him tonight. Nick tells him he has not heard from her. Schanke comments that she was a little upset over seeing lounge lizards rather than luaus. Nick reassures him that everything will be fine.

Nick goes to the morgue looking for Natalie and sees the flowers. When he reads the card he's worried, knowing that Natalie being with LaCroix means she's in danger.

Nick flashes back to the castle and LaCroix commenting that Nick's interference probably was beneficial. He forces a promise out of Nick that LaCroix can do whatever he wants with Nick's one true love. Fleur is whammied into believing that life will be good again, because she'll forget about vampires and her love for LaCroix.

Nick takes to the air to try to get to Azure in time to protect Natalie.

Inside Azure, Natalie is nervous but hides it as LaCroix opens the champagne while he continues questioning her. LaCroix tries to whammy Natalie but cannot. He learns that there are no current marriage plans, which surprises him a little. He gets her to admit she loves Nick, starting to slip under the influence of something, yet totally unaware of it. She tells him that it is too soon to think about marriage. LaCroix is subtly whammying her and may have drugged the champagne. LaCroix comments on love being like morphine, where you are hooked after one taste. She tells LaCroix she knows what Nick is as it was part of their firs meeting, but does not see it as a problem. She is telling him stuff she would never admit if she were not being influenced.

He comments that opposites attract and there is nothing more captivating. That it is like fusing together two sides of a coin. Nevertheless, it is something neither Nick nor himself can afford to do. That their mixing anything more than minds with mortals is very dangerous to the mortal. She tells him that she always knew what she was getting into. Natalie makes a toast to new friends and passions of the heart.

Nick is flying as fast as he can, praying he gets there before LaCroix hurts Natalie.

Natalie comments that she is sad Nick, or any vampire, cannot enjoy food when LaCroix tells her how exquisite the food at Azure is supposed to be. LaCroix again comments on Natalie's beauty being enough.

LaCroix and the champagne (possibly drugged) are starting to seriously take their toll on her. He walks behind her as he tells her there are many mortal things vampires cannot experience. He asks her about loving Nick and learns she does. She tells him about her search for a cure, which she never would have otherwise. He warns her to be careful, as it might be what attracts her to Nick. That she would not be the first to feel it. He is behind her, removes her jacket, and pushes her hair off her neck. She is totally under the effect of the whammy and possible drug as she leans into his caress. He asks her if Nick admitted his love for her and she tells him that Nick said beautiful things to her. She tells him it surprised and scared her. LaCroix is about to happily sink his fangs into Natalie's neck when there is the sound of breaking glass high above them.

Nick crashes through the skylight and pulls his master from Natalie, tossing him across the room. Nick angrily accuses LaCroix of going back on their promise. LaCroix tells Nick that he is the one who went back on it. LaCroix tells Nick that he will not back down on the agreement. Nick reminds LaCroix that he promised to keep his mind games and killings out of Nick's life. Natalie is oblivious to anything going on around her, totally under the influence of whatever was done to her. LaCroix tells Nick that his argument is as weak as the woman he loves as he backhands his son. The fight escalates with weapons. LaCroix reminds Nick that he is taking Nick's one true love under the terms of their agreement. Nick nearly stakes LaCroix. LaCroix states that either Natalie or Nick will die tonight, and that he is going to enjoy watching Nick endure the same torture he has for almost 800 years now.

When LaCroix comments that Nick loves Natalie, Nick firmly tells LaCroix that he is doing it out of protection because she knows what he is. LaCroix tells him that the hypocrisy is sickening and orders Nick to bring her across. When Nick asks what his master will do if he does not bring Natalie across, LaCroix tells him he will do whatever he wishes to with her.

Nick grabs Natalie and coldly kisses his way down her neck. There is a quick flashback to Nick telling LaCroix t hat he will destroy Fleur's innocence w hen he brings her across. LaCroix kisses Fleur's forehead. Nick's ready to sink his fangs into Natalie's throat looking very much like the cold killer he can be. LaCroix stops Nick, believing he was wrong, his heartbroken again and bitterly tells Nick that he will not trade Fleur for Natalie. Nick's fangs were centimeters from breaking the skin on Natalie's neck. LaCroix believes that if Nick really loved Natalie he would kill her, not bring her across. LaCroix takes off and Nick turns Natalie to face him, hugging her, huge relief showing on his face. He cannot believe he pulled it off and quickly looks up afraid he has just betrayed the lie he told his master. He hugs Natalie closely. She is still barely aware of anything that happened after LaCroix walked around behind her.

The next night, Schanke calls Nick at work and tells him that Myra sent him a cab and plane ticket to Hawaii, where she met him at the airport wearing a lei. He says that Hawaii is better for the marriage than Vegas. He also tells Nick he's at the Dolph Inn and gives him the room number so he can alert Schanke's poker buddies that the game's on for tomorrow night. Schanke hangs up and Nick calls Myra a saint.

Natalie arrives and is a bit nervous, maybe a little embarrassed as well as she cannot remember what happened. Nick reassures her that they had a nice night and nothing embarrassing happened. She is surprised that the drinks affected her like that, stating that she usually handles them much better than that. She comments that it's probably from her being so burnt out with work that she's forgotten most of the last few days. He again reassures her that she did not embarrass herself. She tells him that they should do it again soon as she leaves, showing that she forgot everything about their romance and about Azure. There is something tickling the back of her mind about recent events but she cannot seem to access it. His expression shows that he never wants to repeat the events at Azure. He looks at the silver pillbox.

LaCroix rants about love again while looking at a white rose. He rants about love leaving eternal pain behind and that it is hell. He squishes the flower as he pulls it from the stem.

The end

The Fire Inside

Season 2, Episode 16

Written by Marc Scott Zicree

Directed by Allan Kroeker

Guest stars:

Jonah............................... Tyrone Benskin

Jake.................................. John Bourgeois

Tom Phillips.................... Todd Stewart

Dr. Zang........................... Glen Bang

Angie Pappas................... Tracey Hway

Dragon.............................. Randy Butcher

Voice of the Dragon.......... Geordie Johnson

Margaret Phillips.............. Allyson McMackon

Fountain............................ Thoywell Hemmings

Billy................................... Ira Glasner

Beverly.............................. Serena Pruyn

As two cops walk their beat, they and are being watched through a grate. When they pass, a homeless man exits the grate and checks out the nearby trash. A ski-masked guy approaches him, calling him trash and rants about homeless trash. He tosses down a few coins and when the guy hesitantly takes it, the masked man tells him the best way to deal with trash is to burn it, and hits the man with the flame from his flame-thrower. The man screams in agony.

Nick is questioning the female beat cop who tells him that the scream was an unmistakable death scream. Natalie is scared, uneasy, unnerved, and hesitant about dealing with the body. When Nick asks her if she's okay and tells her she does not have to do it, she tells him that she's seen worse. He tells her that death by fire is his worst nightmare. Schanke tells them the guy was torched with a flame-thrower and that it is a first for him. Natalie tells them that it will take a dental cast to make the ID, and that she will do it as soon as she can. He comments that flame-thrower is not easy to hide. Nick shows him the open grate and tells them about the sewer and other service tunnels, pipes, etc that make an underground tunnel system where the homeless live. Nick asks for maps. Natalie tells them to be careful. Nick drags Schanke with him into the dark passageway to investigate; knowing that the killer is probably down there somewhere as it's the only way he could move around town wearing a flame thrower.

Nick flashes back to 1853-1860 South Carolina. Nick's inside a cabin out in the middle of nowhere. LaCroix and Janette arrive shortly as the sun's rising commenting on their enjoyable hunt, wishing Nick had been there. They hear heartbeats, open the trap door and discover a father and son hiding out, both scared slaves.

Nick and Schanke are walking through the dark tunnels; the only light is from Schanke's flashlight. Uniforms are coming from the other end and they will meet up in the middle. Nick teases Schanke about being afraid when he comments about feeling very vulnerable and that going to the middle of the earth to find the killer is not his idea of fun. They watch out for things to hit their heads on or trip over as they follow the pipes down into the bowels of the city. He is afraid of the PTA career day thing he has to do at Jenny's school, which surprises Nick. Schanke explains that to kids nowadays they are not heroes. When they turn a corner, they run into someone's laundry line and Schanke comment on it being an odd place for one. Nick tells him it is not, if you live there. Neither is happy when they realize the map is not accurate and they are not where it said they would be. They are lost.

In her office, Natalie is very nervous as she forces herself out of her chair and over to the body where she unzips the body bag but the zipper is stuck. She struggles to free it, and when it frees itself, it zips open in one quick zip, startling her. She is nearly hyperventilating, far more scared of the burned body than she is of death by vampire bite. Nothing has unsettled or scared her this much, since she was a child. She forces herself to slow her breathing down, then hesitantly looks inside and picks up the hand and her fear escalates. She shoves it back into the bag and rushes to close it, before retreating to her chair, very scared and deeply unsettled by the body. She stares at it as if it is going to attack her.

Schanke's comments about the tunnels constantly changing, making the maps wrong gets Nick asking him if he knows the tunnels. Schanke reluctantly, softly, admits his father was a sewer worker. That in school the kids taunted him by calling him ratboy, sarcastically commenting that he is making his daughter proud by being in the sewer like dad. Nick tells him that he is being too hard on himself, and insists that he stop it.

A blonde woman's filling her bucket with water when the flamethrower toting, ski mask wearing, killer approaches her and she nearly hyperventilates, backing up away from him. She lets out a blood-curdling scream as he torches her.

In the dark hallway, Nick shoves Schanke against the wall as a long flame rushes by them. It barely misses them.

The maniac turns off the flame-thrower and leaves behind a small fire where the woman had been.

Schanke is radioing in the latest attack, although he and Nick are freaked out by it, they run towards it, communicating that they are about half a block east of Bloor and Yonge. They do not realize that the person Schanke talked to was not an officer but the maniac himself, because they are too deep for the walkie-talkies to reach the surface. Schanke comments that backup should be arriving soon, unless they got lost. Nick tells Schanke cannot get down the closest shaft as it is too narrow and they have to look for another way down. Nick tells Schanke that they are being followed, and sends him off in the other direction. After a while, Nick discovers that their tail is a scared, teenage boy who escapes and runs into Schanke a short time later. Once they realize that the kid is no danger to them, tell the teen about the killings.

Nick asks the teen to show them the next level and the teen asks why he should. Schanke convinces him that they are there to help, not to arrest his friends. That they want to save everyone's lives.

Nick flashes back to the 1853-1860 South Carolina cabin. The father tells the three strangers to stay back, using a shovel to protect his son. He tells them that he refuses to let his son be sold to a different master far away. Janette whammies the father and learns that they are supposed to be meeting someone and are being hunted. Nick will not let them be killed, commenting on the cabin being a stop on the Underground Railway. LaCroix and Janette are not happy and comment on the slaves being a danger to them.  They say that the two slaves are expendable. Nick tells LaCroix to back off because they have already had their fill. They reluctantly back off, leaving the slaves alone, for now.

Back in the present day, Nick and Schanke convince the teenage boy to help them. The teen starts leading them where to go as Schanke and the teen exchange wisecracks.

From the bullpen, Cohen tells three officers around her to get the Emergency Task Force members there ASAP, and that they'll cover the tunnels the hard way if they have to as she's studying a large map on the wall. She sees Natalie delivering a large stack of folders to various officers. Natalie tells her she caught up on her paperwork. When Cohen asks her about the autopsy, she tells Cohen she's letting the new guy, Dr. Zang, do it, even though he's never done one that bad before. Cohen sees there's more going on and asks an upset, scared, Natalie if she has ever done one that bad. Natalie tells her she has not and does not think she can, her fear clearly showing.

Nick, Schanke and the teen find the dead body. The teen knows who it is and tells them. Schanke's surprised to learn there are kids down there. Schanke tries to contact the surface but cannot. Nick sends Schanke and the teen to notify her family and learn the teen is Danny Weathers. Nick and Schanke arrange to meet in an hour at the three-way junction. Schanke and Danny head out.

The killer is walking through the tunnels. Nick senses this and heads out, lifting off when he cannot find anything the mortal way.

Schanke calls for backup, using his map to tell tem he's somewhere under Charles near Yonge and gives the map coordinates. A voice on the radio tells Schanke they are closing in fast, but it is hard to get their bearings. Schanke tells them to send in the Cavalry as things are quickly getting out of hand. The voice is else where in the tunnels and is actually the killer, who tells them to stay loose.

Danny and Schanke continue on their way, until they get to a curtained off area that's obviously someone's home, even if it is sparse. Danny comments that they probably took off when they heard him and Schanke coming. Danny taps on pipes, calling it a telephone call. The victim's husband comes out of hiding holding a baby. Schanke's shocked.

Nick is tracking the killer at the same time the killer is tracking him. The two men meet up in the subway tunnels. The killer notices that Nick's not homeless and asks what he is doing down there. The only thing separating them is the wall between them. The maniac tells Nick that he's down there on business, and must take care of the problem. When Nick tries to peek around the corner the maniac lets loose a stream of fire, forcing Nick to very quickly duck back to his side of the wall, barely avoiding being toasted. Nick agrees to the killer's request that they stay on their side of the wall. Nick introduces himself as a cop, Detective Knight and asks who he's talking to. The killer calls himself Dragon, and tells Nick that is a job description.

Nick flashes back to the cabin again. The armed hunters show up and Nick talks to the leader. The slaves' master wants them back and searches the cabin, finding only Nick there. Nick whammies the master to believe the slaves are not there and went to Charlotte. The master tells Nick to let him know if he sees the slaves, and that he had better not be hiding the slaves.

Dragon tells Nick that he is cleaning up the homeless because no one else can. They are still separated by the concrete wall. Dragon tells Nick how he has to get the nest, to treat it like Cancer. Dragon takes off right before Nick comes around the wall. Nick breaks the chain and enters the door Dragon went through, but before Nick can get through it, Dragon fires another stream of flame at Nick. Nick does not manage to get totally out of the way this time as his coat sleeve is on fire. He is able to struggle out of it in time.

Natalie's questioned by Cohen about if she cannot or will not do the autopsy. Natalie tells Cohen she is afraid, and how when she was a child on a family vacation she saw a family burn to death in their car, heard their screams. She tells Cohen that sometimes she still hears them screaming. Cohen tells her that she understands how she feels, but Natalie's tone as she asks if Cohen really understands, shows she does not believe Cohen. Cohen looks sad, as if she does truly understand.

In the tunnels, Schanke tactfully tells the husband, that he and his baby need to get out of there now. The husband tells Schanke that they had been saving up to move to Alberta, where his wife has family. Schanke gets him to leave, telling him that they will find him shelter. Schanke tells Danny that it is no way to live, which the kid confirms as well as commenting that he cannot do better.

Dragon is hunting.

Schanke's freaking out because Nick is not at the meeting place. Danny tells him to relax, that he needs to cut back on the caffeine, that he's getting all type A. Nick tells Danny he's said that for years, startling them both. Schanke scolds Nick for being late but he is excused when Nick tells him about his discussion with Dragon.  Schanke notices Nick's burnt sleeve and inquires. Nick tells him he'll be fine, that he thinks he knows where Dragon is going, then asks Danny if he knows of a place called a nest, a nest of people. Danny tries to lie, but he is caught by Schanke. Danny tells them that if there were such a place, they would be able to take care of themselves. Schanke reminds Danny how dangerous Dragon is and Danny reminds him that he does not really know them, that he took them to one person and now they want everyone. Schanke tells Danny that Dragon will kill them all, given the chance. Danny realizes they are right and tells him about the camp at the lowest levels, about twenty people including a couple of families.

Nick flashes back to the cabin. It is that night. The father is telling his son it won't be much longer, then they'll be out of there. The master is back with the old man who was to help the slaves and kills him. The old guy was part of the Underground Railroad. Janette and LaCroix blame Nick for this. The master tells Jonah that he cannot take him home because it would give the other slaves ideas. He sets the cabin on fire to set an example to the other slaves. Janette and LaCroix are angered by this, and they know the man and his son must leave because of the fire.

Back in the tunnels, Nick gets Danny to take them to the camp. Dragon is still hunting. Schanke gives Danny his handcuffs gets Danny to call head on the pipes. Danny taps out a message as they head down to the lowest level. Dragon hears the banging, stops and listens to it. He feels the vibrations with his hand and heads off as if he knows exactly what the message was. Schanke finds a doll on the floor and picks it up unable to believe there are children living down there. Danny learns that Schanke has a daughter and makes nasty comments about Parent's Day at school. Danny realizes Nick and Schanke really do care. Nick comments that when you live long enough you learn that no one's expendable.

Back in the South Carolina cabin, the Master's men are still torching the ground, the exterior of the cabin is totally engulfed in flames, and the men cheer wildly. Inside the cabin, the fire is working its way in. Janette comments that the slaves cannot be their concern, to which Nick tells them, he cannot leave the father and son there to die. LaCroix angrily tells Nick that they only have seconds. When Nick refuses to leave the slaves, his vampire companions leave him behind in disgust and fear.  They comment that the slaves are more important to Nick then they are. LaCroix and Janette take off through the roof. Jonah asks Nick to kill them before the fire breaks through, if he is going to kill them. Nick looks for a way out.

Nick tells Danny to keep signaling as they go. They pick up the pace. Danny is still signaling as they move.

The Dragon's still on the move, still listening to the banging as he starts reciting a twisted version of The Itsy Bitsy Spider, changing a line about fire burning the spider out.

Cohen tells Natalie that she understands fear. That everyone has incapacitating fears, ones that haunt them. She tells Natalie that she started her career as a Federal Agent. She tells her how when they broke up a drug ring, her partner was killed in a horrible firefight and they thought it might have been friendly fire, from her gun. That he was one of three agents killed. That she was quite scared when she returned to work. Natalie realizes that unfortunately Cohen does understand. Cohen comments that what does not kill you, makes you stronger. That if you accept it, it makes you stronger, but if you run from it, it destroys you.

In the tunnels, Dragon comes around the corner and whispers that he has them as he keeps moving.

At the morgue, the new guy, Dr. Zang, is trying to get a dental impression without luck when Natalie and Cohen arrive. With Cohen there for support, Natalie asks Zang if he has had any luck. When he tells her he has not, she tells Zang she will give it a try, trying to keep eye contact with the corpse to a minimum until she has to do the dental impression. She looks back at Cohen for reassurance and gets it as she grabs her latex gloves and stares at the body, her fear rising. Natalie takes a moment to steel herself then starts the dental cast, Cohen looking on as Natalie battles her fear.

Danny tells Nick and Schanke that they just have one more corner to go around. Nick and Schanke send him off to safety.

Inside the burning cabin, the slave master and his crew are still outside cheering the blazing fire as it works its way inside the cabin. Inside, Nick tells Jonah and his son that they have no choice but to leave immediately, that they have to face their fears if they're go get out. Nick vamps out, picks up the boy and carries him out, kicking down the door for their escape hatch. The father is right behind them. Outside the cabin, the master tells his crew that Nick is his as he aims and fires. It is a big mistake. Nick faces them fully vamped out and growling, angered by being shot. The crew is terrified. Nick grabs the master, punches him, and grabs his gun.  Then after the crew runs off, drains the master dry. Nick's features are normal as he faces Jonah and his son. Nick tells them to get to the river as fast as they can. The son wishes Nick could come with them and Nick politely tells him he wishes he could, but he cannot. The two slaves run off as Nick watches.

Nick and Schanke enter the camp guns drawn and realize it is deserted, commenting that they must have heard Danny's message. Danny debates helping them for a moment before taking off for safety. Nick and Schanke decide to flank Dragon and be careful not to hit the flame thrower tank or the whole place will go up in flames. The two cops stay out of sight and behind cover.

Dragon's trying to entice them to come out by talking about a party, and when no one comes out he's frustrated, ranting about them having to pay. One old woman hesitantly, fearfully, comes out to get a coin. She barely gets back into her box, with the coin, as a stream of flame shoots by.

Schanke gets Dragon's attention and Dragon fire at both cops. Nick keeps flashing back to the burning cabin. Schanke is caught by Dragon and Nick gets Dragon's attention by stepping out into the open. Nick is forced to put down his gun or the old lady will be torched. Nick puts down his gun and Dragon is going to kill him. Nick has more burning cabin flashbacks as he fights his own fear of fire and his instinct to flee. Dragon comments that Nick is the type who feels compassion for the homeless trash. Dragon fires at Nick, who jumps out of the way, landing inches from the flames. Schanke nearly gets torched and shrinks back. Nick's had enough and jumps Dragon at vampire speed causing Dragon to drop to the ground, either unconscious or dead, after a brief struggle. Nick knocks on the old lady's box, telling her it safe. Schanke realizes that facing Jenny's class is nothing compared to his night with Dragon. Danny and the camp residents are looking at the devastation, fires still burn here and there.

Schanke is in the precinct on his day off with Jenny's class talking about the job, boring the twelve-year-olds. Jenny is home with the mumps as her classmates visit her father's workplace. Her classmates chant that they want to see the jail. Cohen steps in and tells the kids that Schanke is a real hero because he saved a lot of lives. The kids are impressed. Schanke tells them they are going to see the jail in a moment. He asks Cohen if he can take Danny to a game, unable to believe Danny has never been to one before. She reluctantly okays it and he heads back to the kids, to take them to the jail.

Nick and Natalie are at the loft, sitting before the lit fireplace. She is a little afraid of the fire as she stirs the logs, telling him she will probably never get fully over it. He is a bit afraid of the fire as well. She tells him how she is proud of herself for facing her fear. Nick repeats the line about what does not kill you makes you stronger and kisses her. He seems to be thinking about the burning cabin, fire and other stuff. They snuggle up next to each other and watch the fire.

The end.

Blood Money

Season 2, Episode 26 (aired as episode 17)

Written by Jason Brett

Directed by Geraint Wyn Davies

Sean du Champs................................. Gordon Currie

Feliks Twist....................................... Andrew Gillies

Charles du Champs............................ Bernard Behrens

George Walken/French Thief.............. Colm Fiore

Doorman............................................. Gary Robbins

Jenkins................................................ Ellen-Ray Hennessy

Henchman #1...................................... Robert Thomas

Henchman #2...................................... Ron Van Hart

A wealthy father is scolding his son for endangering the firm and family's reputation. The son has major financial problems.  Dad helps him in the only way left which is to cut him off.  Junior goes to a club and seriously parties. Meanwhile dad heads for his car and as soon as he gets in, he is blown up.

At the crime scene, firefighters finish dousing the flaming car.

Elsewhere, Schanke asks Nick for a Loonie for the $15 million dollar lottery and is turned down. Schanke is not happy that his partner would not loan him a dollar. They are called to a crime scene.

Nick flashes back to Charles and himself playing chess. Wealthy father, Charles, is helping Nick with his millions. He tells Nick that Nick acts as if his money is a curse. Nick is using it for charity.

Schanke learns from the Transportation Ministry while Nick learns from the reserved parking space that the father's name is Charles du Champs. They learn that Sean is the son's name.

Sean's busy gambling and losing at a club. Nick and Schanke are stopped by the bouncer. The manager clears them after cutting Sean off for being over his limit. He has one of his thugs inform Sean of that and the fact that the police are waiting for him.

In the morgue, Sean identifies his father's remains.

Nick and Schanke question Sean. Sean is more concerned about business than his father's killer. The two cops are called to Cohen's office. On the way there, Nick tells Schanke that he thinks he was a little hard on the kid because he just lost his father, but Schanke disagrees telling Nick that the kid cares more for the business than his father.

Schanke tells Cohen that he thinks the son did it and did it for the money. Schanke mimics using an old fashioned dynamite detonator to blow up an imaginary object as he tells them that it is classic case of blood money.

Nick flashes back to 1790 France. LaCroix is griping to Janette about how the only food left is garbage and that Nick's up to no good. Nick arrives with a mortal and a treasure chest. They double-crossed the Dauphin, who had ransomed himself back to his father. They killed the Dauphin and stole his chest full of money.

Nick double crosses his partner which not only gets him an angry warning from LaCroix that blood money brings only misfortune, but it also starts a sword fight with his partner. LaCroix disapproves of the fight, yet finds it mildly amusing. It is a long, intense fight which Nick eventually loses when he's stabbed in the chest by his opponent's sword and falls to the ground.

Cohen asks Nick what he thinks and he tells her that he thinks the kid did it, but is not sure because a bomb draws attention and asks why the kid would want to do that. He is worried when Cohen tells him they will go through the accounts once by one.

Nick's back at the loft burning a list of assets held in trust from The Nicholas de Brabant Foundation page by page, looking worried. The grand sum of the Foundation's assets are over $478 million dollars.

Nick's staking out Charles' office building and Sean enters, ducking under the crime scene tape, which a cop holds up for him.

Nick and Janette talk about Paparazzi, a not so nice club where Sean hangs out. There are some not so nice things happening there and that George Walken is the owner. Nick knows that gambling and drugs are some of the not so nice things. Janette tells Nick that Sean's a very lost, empty boy and that he used to come to her club, but now hangs out at Paparazzi. When she inquires as to why Nick's so interested, he tells her about Charles being murdered.  When he explains that he is an old and trusted friend, Janette becomes nervous and inquires as to exactly what he trusted him with.   She learns that Charles was trusted with everything and that he has handled the foundational trust for the last fifty years. She reminds him that such close scrutiny could put their Community at great risk. He tells her he knows this. She asks if he thinks Sean killed his father and Nick tells her he doesn't think so but the kid is in trouble, which concerns him because he worked with his father and has access to a lot of money. She reminds him how dangerous a combination trouble and money are. She playfully tells him to be careful, they kiss and he leaves.

Sean's inside Maison du Champs seated in front of a computer and pulls a piece of paper from his pocket and makes sure no one's watching him as he enters something into the blinking box on the computer screen.

Inside Natalie's office, Nick's scanning a piece of shrapnel under her microscope while Natalie tells him that the body was riddled with fragments like that. When Nick comments on Charles' upgrading his stereo, Natalie asks when they started using Japanese parts in Jaguars and that the Tai Chiwa, an Japanese industrial coding, proves it's Japanese. She also tells him that it wasn't a radio unless he was sitting on it, because she pulled it out of his left buttock.

Schanke is trying to get a Loonie for the lottery but no one's lending him one, especially not one female cop who lost money the last time, on a horse. Cohen calls Schanke into her office and scolds him, reminds him that no contributions, wagers, bets or any kind of gambling is allowed according to the city bylaws. He has no good excuse and is saved by Nick's entrance. Nick tells them he got the bomber's signature, which is a Japanese relay from a garage door opener. Schanke comments on it being a remote detonator, which sounds like the work of Plastique Polchuk. Cohen comments that she thought he was still in Millhaven and learns he was paroled three weeks ago, and that they are looking for him now. Schanke comments that maybe Sean gave Polchuk his garage door opener and asks if the investigators came up with anything during the audit and learns that no irregularities were found. Cohen tells them to find Polchuk and to check with Bomb and Arson to see if it could be anyone else.

Inside the Maison du Champs building, Sean gets a fax stating that the wire transaction has been complete, the funds deposited and directed. He likes what he reads and destroys the fax machine so no one else will know what it said.

Nick and Feliks Twist talk about Feliks' orchids, how he is fine as long as he avoids the grow lights. Nick tells him he needs to find out what happened to his money. Feliks tells Nick that the money will be his ruination and that he should take up orchids, as they are much more satisfying. When Nick asks again, Feliks tells Nick he's tracking it as they speak. He pulls out his PDA and tells Nick it's hooked into Nick's Swiss bank, surprising Nick a little. Feliks comments that Nick's arrangement with Maison du Champs was iron clad, that the Foundation's accounts were kept separate from the rest of the du Champs business. Nick tells Feliks he did it just the way he instructed him to. They created an electronic trigger which would automatically transfer the assets to a Swiss account when Charles died. He asks Nick his access code so they can check on it.

Sean enters Paparazzi.

Feliks can't access the account, which he finds quite unusual and worries Nick. He asks Nick for his account number and tries again, but is still denied access.

Sean shows George Walken the wire transfer confirmation paper, but does not know what to make of it. Sean tells him that it makes them even, but Walken does not seem to agree.

Aristotle tries the number again and reluctantly tells Nick that all $478 million dollars is gone and it looks like the account has been closed. Nick is shocked, very upset, worried, and hurt.

LaCroix is doing his nightly monologue. Nick's driving around in his Caddy and has a flashback to the 1790 French courtyard again.

Nick has his partner in crime pinned to the wall and is about to drain him when LaCroix sternly warns him. Nick reminds LaCroix that he taught Nick to take what he desires.  LaCroix differs and tells him that he was told to take what he needs, for money will only bring greed and tragedy. That Nature does not tolerate excess and those who take more than their fare share and deals with them accordingly. LaCroix looks on disapprovingly as Nick drains the man.

Back to LaCroix's monologue as he is telling his audience that when you have too much, there is always someone will always want to take it from you. He comments to Nick that he should ask himself if the blood money has been a blessing or a curse.

Nick's phone rings and it's Schanke calling from the precinct that Polchuk's stay at the Summit Arms Motel, and tells Schanke that he'll meet him there, but has to make a stop first.

The bouncer at Paparazzi will not let Nick in, so Nick whammies him into letting him and everyone in line in. The bouncer does, and later tries to stop the flow but cannot.

Nick scans the partly full club for Sean and hears the conversation between Sean and Walken. Walken wants half and a surprised, stunned Sean refuses to give it up, telling him he cannot be serious. Walken tries to explain that he sees it as a partnership. Sean tells him that he has more money than God and doesn't need a partner. Walken tries to lecture Sean about money, responsibility and holding onto it but Sean is not listening. Sean tells Walken that he's just cranky because he can't control him. Walken calls him an ungrateful beast, to which Sean comments that he owes him money, not his soul. Walken comments that he does not think of a patricide as having a soul. Sean denies having anything to do with his father's death. Walken calls him partner and tells him that he did have something to do with it. Sean tells Walken he's mistaken, to wipe out his debt and call off the thugs or he'll go toe the cops as he leaves.

Schanke's staked out by the hotel where the bomber is staying and calls Nick. He gets Nick's answering machine and leaves word where he is and for Nick to call him.

Nick's waiting for Sean in his car. Sean is drunk and not happy to see Nick. Sean refuses to tell Nick anything about the de Brabant money. Nick tells him that he missing money could have been embezzled and may be related to his father's death. That Sean can either tell him or a Judge. Sean tells Nick he is just doing his job. Nick takes Sean's keys after warning him that his life is in danger. He tells Sean that he is just doing his job and that the money will weigh him down and drown him.

Schanke's watching the bomber's room, sees a black car drive by, and starts to approach the bomber's hotel room when the room explodes into a huge fireball, knocking Schanke down.

Schanke is in the precinct with a bandage that is covering three stitches, around his hand.   Nick tells Schanke that Polchuk could have been murdered. Natalie enters and comments that the bomb techs told her the detonator used to be a pager.  She holds up the clear evidence bag containing it. She tells them that they were able to trace the remaining part of the serial number to Sean. Natalie asks Schanke if he is okay and he repeats the answers he gave at the hospital, his name and what day of the week it is. Nick tells Schanke that it does not prove anything, which Schanke agrees with, but tells him it is enough to bring the kid in for questioning.

Nick and Schanke grill a very nervous, jumpy Sean while a tape recorder catches it all on tape. Schanke slides a paper in front of Sean and Sean tells him he has no idea who the guy is as he pushes the picture away. Schanke informs Sean the guy's dead. Sean tells them he was at Paparazzi and that Nick can vouch for him as they were together then.   He adds that it's not possible for him to be talking with Nick one minute and across town blowing someone up the next. Schanke gives Sean a small lecture about modern technology and how you can wire C4 to a pager, dial the number from elsewhere and when it beeps, it detonates the bomb. Nick asks him if he has any idea how the bomber got his pager, and Sean tells him it was probably stolen. When questioned about owning a garage door opener, Sean tells them that he lost it a while back and Nick asks if he reported it. Sean tells them he did not see the need to report a thirty-dollar item and hasn't had time to replace it yet. When Schanke asks if he has reported his pager stolen, Sean nervously tells them he did not know it was stolen because he hasn't used it in a few years. Schanke tells him that the phone company says otherwise. Nick shows him a list of numbers and asks if he knows any, when Sean denies it Nick points out several are drug dealers and asks if Sean uses drugs. Sean denies it and threatens Schanke. Schanke tells Sean he can't buy his way out of murder and that there are no penthouses at Milhaven.

Cohen tells them that she's releasing Sean because they have nothing to hold him on and she doesn't want to spend the night in a spitting contest with his lawyer. When Schanke tells Nick that she would win, Cohen tells him she heard him, which embarrasses him. Nick suggests they tail Sean and she comments that Sean would sue them for harassment. Schanke cannot understand why Nick keeps giving the kid the benefit of the doubt. Nick asks Schanke what time it is and Schanke comments that his watch broke in the explosion, and gives Nick the time when he asks again. Nick tells Cohen that he was with Sean then, so Sean could not have done it. Nick tells them he believes someone's setting Sean up, someone who knows about Sean's access to a lot of money. He also informs them that he thinks Charles was murdered as a message for Sean to pay up or he's next. Nick explains Polchuk's murder as a way to get rid of a witness and tighten the screws on Sean, and that Sean's definitely not going home tonight, but is going to make his move. Nick tells them they should be there when Sean does that. Cohen denies all knowledge of their conversation as she leaves.

Sean gets out of his lawyer's car in front of the office, ducks under the crime scene tape and is met on the stairs by a man who forces him back down the stairs to a car.

Nick and Schanke realize that someone is probably making their move on Sean and they need to make one of their own. Nick tells Schanke that he thinks he knows where they are going and to follow Sean.

Sean is forcibly taken to Walken. The bomber's killer is tied up and gagged with Duct Tape. Walken tells Sean that the bomber is the killer of his father and he can make it look like Sean killed the bomber, Foster, to cover his tracks, or he can do it so that it clears Sean. He further explains that it will cost Sean a fortune to defend himself. He tells Sean that one murder might be an accident, but three is not. He asks Sean what his life is worth. That half of the Foundation is more than either of them will ever need.

Nick and Schanke are on the fire escape right outside the window listening in. Schanke comments that Nick was right about the kid being set up and asks when they take him. Nick tells him that they will let him do the transaction so there will be a paper trail. 
Sean reluctantly knows he has no choice and moves to the computer. Walken tells Sean that they are online to his Swiss bank and that he just has to do the transaction. Sean moves to the computer and starts to type.

Nick watches through the window and gets the new account number. Schanke tells him it's time to break up the party.

Nick flashes back to the Dauphin's time again. When Nick wants the money, LaCroix angrily warns Nick that material wealth is a burden, not wanting Nick to have his own wealth. LaCroix angrily leaves with Janette at his side.

Sean finishes the transaction and informs Walken. The bomber's killer is shot, scaring Sean. Sean tries to split but two thugs grab him and securely hold him.

Schanke and Nick head for the entrance to protect Sean.

Inside the office, Walken approaches Sean, gun aimed at his chest. Walken tells Sean that he could've taken it all but that would've been too conspicuous.    This way he gets some and there's enough left to make it look like Sean couldn’t embezzle it all before remorse overcame him and he committed suicide. There is a beep to alert them of an intruder downstairs, Nick.

Nick is heading for the stairs, gun out, ready for trouble. Walken tells his men to check it out. Two thugs go down to do that and search for Nick while Walken keeps his gun on Sean. Schanke is trying to crowbar the door, grumbling about how hard it is. When Walken turns away to turn off the alarm, Sean splits. He runs as fast as he can and hides from the guards. Both Nick and Schanke are hunting for Sean and Walken, along with his thugs.

Sean returns to Walken's office and is on the computer when confronted by Walken who tells him he know he'd return because he couldn't bear to part with the money

On the main floor, Nick's being shot at and dodges, still running towards Sean. He tosses a guy out of the way and because he too was shooting and Nick. Schanke finally gets the door open and enters.

Walken is about to shoot Sean, who admits to accessing the account, but not doing anything with it. He's terrified and offers to give Walken all the money to let him go. Walken tells Sean that Avarice is a deadly sin. Nick enters and deadly seriously tells Walken that it is over. Schanke arrives around back confirming Nick's statement and backing up the warning to shoot if Walken does not put the gun down. Walken's scared by the two deadly serious cops and starts to turn away, but turns back and fires at Schanke. Schanke instinctively fires twice, one shot hitting Walken who twists and falls face down while the other shot hits the computer, frying it.

Nick has another flashback where he hears LaCroix's words again telling him that material wealth is a burden.

Sean slumps against the wall as the reality of it all sinks in.

Schanke's at work and Sean thanks him for his help. After Sean leaves, Cohen tells Schanke that nothing major was found in the audit outside of a few unreported transactions so Sean is free. Cohen tells Schanke to go home and get a good night's sleep. Schanke learns two cops who would not loan him a Loonie won the lottery jackpot. The female cop is mad at Schanke because she did not go in on it because of him. Schanke thinks he is having a heart attack.

Nick and Janette are talking in the Raven. That the computer being destroyed wiped the money off the books as if it never existed. He tells her that he gave Feliks Twist the new account access numbers to the bank in Luxemborg. When Janette asks him why he couldn't let the money go, Nick tells her that there's too much blood on it and that he uses it for good, which she tells him is very much like him. When she offers to ease his burden, he kisses her.

The end.
Partners of the Month

Season 2, Episode 15 (aired as episode 18)

Written by Shelley Goldstein

Directed by Alan Simmonds

Guest stars:

Julia Winwood.......................... Deborah Rennard

Victoria Levy............................ Victoria Adilman

James Coulter............................ Stewart Bick

Paul (Jonathan) Levy................ Raymond O'Neill

Harry........................................ Nigel Williams

A woman is making herself look sexy for her workaholic husband. Victoria is frustrated when Jonathan has to finish a document first, even as he tells her she is beautiful and that he loves her. She makes a comment asking if he'd feels the same way if it was his mistress standing there. He goes back to his document and she storms off.

Sometime later the window is open, there's a gun on the floor, and blood is running down the guy's arm.

The room is now a crime scene. Schanke is looking at the typewritten suicide note, commenting on the personal touch. Nick notices the gun's low caliber and low power, which is why there's no exit wound. Natalie tells them there was only one shot to the temple. Schanke comments that there was no starburst pattern, which Natalie states usually happens when the barrel is pressed against the temple, which most suicides do.

Since the gun is registered to Victoria, Nick and Schanke question her. She tells them that her husband gave her the gun several years ago for protection, and keeps it in the drawer by the side of her bed, which she probably hasn't opened in a year. They learn that the couple has separate bedrooms so he will not disturb her with his twenty-hour days. She was asleep when she heard the shot, and did not know what it was at first. They find this and her thinking it was a door slamming a little suspicious. When she heard the maid scream, she went to investigate and found her husband lying there surrounded by blood, and picked up the gun and screamed.

Nick and Schanke talk in the Caddy. Schanke is sure it is the wife, which gets him reminded that she was tested and no gun powder residue was found on her hands. Schanke comments that she wore gloves or washed up. Nick knows something else is bothering Schanke when he comments on the Victoria and Jonathan Levy having separate bedrooms. He crankily informs Nick that neither heat nor sleep can happen on the couch as he tries to take a nap. Nick's not sure and does not think that is a good enough reason. He's a little concerned about his partner, as well as a bit amused.

Inside the bullpen, Schanke hands Cohen the Levy report, commenting that it is nearly perfect and they deserve Partner of the Month consideration. Nick is amused but Cohen is not. Schanke is upset when she informs him he did not get it this month and to get over it. Nick comments that it is too early to rule out murder. Schanke adds that the suicide note was a form letter. Cohen gets two different answers when she asks who did it. She tells them to work together and leaves.

Inside the morgue, Natalie learns that Schanke's feeling a little underappreciated at both work and home as he is grumbling about losing the Partners of the Month plaque again this month. Natalie does not see any obvious evidence on Jonathan's wedding ring and bags it. Nick does not see what the big deal about the plaque is until Nick tells him that it can be important when it is review time. Natalie tells them that the gunshot angle was consistent with a suicide but she will not be certain until she goes inside, and that the fingerprint report has to come back before she will know if he held the gun. She learns that Victoria handled the gun as well. Nick comments that people have demons and you cannot know what someone else's life is like until you are living it. Schanke bitter comments on spouses, causing Natalie to wonder what has gotten into him. Schanke goes into frustrated, angry rant about not being understood for working late, bringing home the wrong groceries by accident, sleeping in separate bedrooms, that there's always a girl, and it doesn't matter who pulls the trigger. Both of Schanke's friends are surprised and a little concerned by his rant. Schanke tells them to finish up while he goes and learns about the guy's life. Natalie asks Nick what is going on, and when he cannot tell her, she tells him to find out because Schanke is his partner.

Nick is in the Caddy remembering Schanke's line about there always being a girl. He has a flashback to him and Janette, in Rome, Italy somewhere between 1500-1519.

Janette is in their bedroom packing to leave Nick after their 97-year marriage. Nick is mad that she is leaving him. She tells him that people grow and change, that their marriage has been longer than the Medichi's, asking if he thought they'd spend eternity together. He does not want to accept it. She tells him it hurts her as well, but it is what needs to be. He has hurt, wondering what he did wrong, and why she is leaving.

LaCroix is doing his monologue about everything around them reminding them of the one they love. Nick is listening to his master talk about how love is not eternal. that love does not last long and should be allowed to die when it is time. Nick gets tired of listening and turns LaCroix off.

Nick hears a banging on his lift door at five am, opens it and sees Schanke. He has brought pizza and beer for his partner. Nick's shocked and confused when Schanke falsely cheerfully announces he has left Myra.

Nick's horrified, stunned, and further confused when Schanke moves in without asking, commenting that partners always help out in a pinch. Especially when handed Schanke's duck lamp. Nick tries to get to why, but Schanke is not too helpful. Nick's comments about Myra taking him back if he went home make Schanke think he is unwanted there as well. Schanke's true feelings show as the brave facade crumbles and we see a deeply hurt and frustrated man. Schanke starts moving his stuff back into the lift, a defeated man. Nick sees this and much to his own surprise, relents, letting him stay. Schanke is talking about the parties they will have. How they are free. Nick is still trying to figure it all out, comprehend it all.

Nick flashes back to Janette and his breakup again. He asks her about freedom and she tells him it means they can go anywhere whenever they want, that they can't confine themselves to mortal rules because they no longer apply. Nick tells her the new rules ignore love and she tells him that it broadens it. She tells him she loves him but is bored and needs to move on, that he probably is too but will not acknowledge it. That maybe they will meet up again some day and fall in love all over again. He bitterly asks why she thinks he'd ever take her back, and she tells him she'd do it, kisses and pulls away, but she doesn't seem to happy.

The next afternoon, Nick is awoken by Schanke on the telephone fighting with Myra's mother. An overly cheerful Schanke has made breakfast for both him and Nick because he loves to cook. He looks down at the plate with a you want me to eat THAT disgusted look on his face. Nick takes his mug to the fridge and fills it, without letting Schanke see what he fills it with. They fight over Nick's not eating, leaving Schanke feeling more upset and frustrated, commenting how he feels very undervalued at home and work as he takes off his wedding ring, studies it and drops it onto the table. Schanke does not seem to notice Nick is not a morning person.

Natalie calls because she cannot get a hold of Schanke and is a bit concerned. Nick tells her about Schanke moving in with him, which shocks her. She finds it amusing he's grumping about having to eat an egg and teases him about being 800 and it should not bother him. He asks why she called. She turns serious as she tells him that the bullet trajectory came from a fifty-five degree angle above Levy's head and it looks like murder.

In the Caddy, Schanke is telling Nick that the wife did it, studying his wedding ring. Nick asks why and comments that it could have been a business associate, friend, or neighbor. Schanke tells him the hour and fifty million dollars Levy was worth make it unlikely, but more likely, the wife did it. Nick suggests that Victoria found out her husband was having an affair. That he wanted to assert his independence and she could not handle it. Nick comments that maybe she was having the affair and Schanke agitatedly, nervously tells him that Myra would not dare, which he denies saying when Nick asks about it.

Nick and Schanke enter the home where the family is sitting Shivah (The Jewish tradition for mourning the dead). Nick seems a little bothered by the Menorah and does not enter the main room, but talks to the lawyer, Jay Coulter, instead. Outside, the two men talk about Jonathan.  He was a tough businessman that may have caused resentment in others. Nick also learns that the marriage was in major trouble.

Schanke watches the wife and sees her and another woman glaring at each other, figuring that's the other woman. He stops Julia Winwood and she accuses him of being tasteless for questioning her at the wake. Schanke learns she's Jonathan's personal assistant, friend and very little else from her answers.
Nick learns that Julia was the personal assistant, and was written into the will. That presently it has split 50-50 between Victoria and Julia, and he advised Jonathan to hold off on that until after the divorce because there was no need to admit to adultery. That there was going to be enough trouble dividing the property as it was.

Nick again flashes back to his breakup with Janette. They are squabbling over a painting of her done by Leonardo DaVinci, both claiming it's theirs. She claims she had it done and it was for Nick to enjoy while they were together, but Nick claims it was a gift. He bitterly tells her she is tearing his life apart, and he is keeping the painting because it is his. After a short silence, she reluctantly gives it to him, commenting that she will have Leonardo paint her another one.

In the present, the lawyer tells Nick that Jonathan had an annoying tendency to rethink things and change his mind.   He had called the night he died and wanted to change the whole estate, and that he finally knew what he wanted. When Nick comments on the fifty/fifty split, Coulter comments that Victoria probably should consider herself as lucky.

In the Caddy, Nick tells Schanke what he learned, that he thinks Julia was going to get it all and it only angers Schanke, who wanted to tell Nick some of the info. Schanke comments that Nick interviewed Coulter without him, forgetting he interviewed Julia without Nick. That it is always a contest with Nick, and that Nick always have to be first and have the best info. Nick tries to get him to understand that it doesn't matter who's first.

Schanke is ranting at Nick as they enter precinct. Schanke is griping that Nick thinks he's stupid and cannot do anything, that Nick always has to grab the credit, that he's everyone's doormat. Nick denies it, crankily telling Schanke he is being irrational.

Cohen approaches and asks if there is a problem.  She does not get much of an answer, but can see there is obviously something going on. Nick's quiet, letting Schanke have a chance to speak first. After some griping, Schanke tells her that Jonathan and Julia were having an affair and that Victoria found out and killed him. That they should go arrest Julia before she splits. Cohen asks Nick what he thinks and Nick disagrees, commenting that he cannot see Victoria as the killer because she was in love with her husband. Schanke tells Nick about the will changing and Nick reminds him they don't know which way it was being changed. That just because Jonathan said he knew what he wanted does not mean he cut his wife out. Cohen tells them its not grounds for an arrest and to stop acting like a married couple. Schanke is cranky because Nick does not agree and tells him to trust him and to back him. That Nick does not have faith in his ability to solve the case or his instincts. He storms out. Nick's expression shows he is beginning to wonder if Schanke might be right.

Another detective comments to Nick and Schanke about the extensive series of passwords on Jonathan's computer. He explains that when you get through those, you have to learn the computer language. The suicide note was written two days before Jonathan's death. The will split was still 50-50. Schanke still thinks it is the wife while Nick thinks it's the assistant.

In the Caddy, Schanke removes his wedding ring still believing it was the wife and she just had to call up the suicide note and hit print. Nick comments that he thinks the assistant was more likely to have the computer passwords, to which Schanke disagrees, thinking someone who lived there would have the passwords.

Nick and Schanke fight over who enters Julia's building first. Schanke is nastier. They both try to go through at once and get stuck, yet both step onto the elevator at once.

Inside Julia's apartment, she tells them she had access to everything but the computer, because it was his baby. Nick comments that Jonathan trusted and she tells him they were in love and discussing marriage. When Nick asks if she knew she was mentioned in the will she tells them that Jonathan was a very generous man. She comments that she figured Victoria knew he was planning to ask her for a divorce, that there was trouble in the marriage before she came around, and that she's not a home wrecker. She tells him it hurts when a longtime relationship ends. Schanke shows it hits too close to home.

Nick and Schanke visit Victoria. She tells them that she never doubted her husband's love. Schanke asks if she knows about her husband's affairs, business and personal. She tells him they never talked about his work, money his fortune was his own and they both kept their money in separate accounts. Nick and Schanke exchange a look, as that's a bit odd. She tells them that most of his money was tied up in investments and what liquid assets he did have was kept in a Swiss bank account she didn't have access to. When Schanke asks if she knew about his affairs, she admits she did. She is shocked when Schanke tells her that her husband was leaving everything to Julia. Nick's look tells his partner that was tasteless and mean.

Nick and Schanke return to the loft where Nick scolds him for accusations that he had no right to tell the wife things they had no proof of. He tells Schanke that he is letting his trouble with Myra influence his work. They fight over the window shutter remote as Schanke denies his trouble with Myra is affecting his work on the case. They fight about this and Schanke too hastily tries to pack his stuff. Schanke comments that Nick's calling him a liar and that he's requesting a new partner, which Nick seems to have no trouble with. Both are angry, frustrated and acting quite juvenile. Schanke comments that Nick finds him stupid and politically ignorant.  He says that neither he nor Myra will have him to kick around or use as a doormat anymore.   He kicks his stuff to the elevator and slams the door shut. Nick begins to feel a little sorry for Schanke.

Nick flashes back to Rome, Italy, somewhere between 1500-1519. LaCroix asks Nick if he thought Janette would stay with him for eternally, and to be painfully honest. When Nick admits he did because he loved her, LaCroix tells him that it is not about love.  It is their nature to wander about the world and through time either growing and changing or withering and dying, that it's an eternal hell. LaCroix tells Nick to let Janette go, trying to help his grieving son. He tells Nick there is plenty more love left in the world and leaves. Nick feels a little better.

In the loft, Nick walks over to the wooden cabinet and opens it to reveal the painting he and Janette fought over. There is a strange look on his face as he turns away from it.

Janette calls Nick to let him know Schanke is at the Raven. Nick's amused and tells her to watch over Schanke until he gets there. That Schanke is going through a rough time. As soon as they hang up, the telephone rings again, which he thinks is Janette calling back, but it's really the lawyer, Colton.

Colton looks concerned as he tells Nick that there was a large transfer of money from Jonathan Levy's Swiss bank account a couple of hours ago. Nick gets confirmation that Victoria does not have access to that account, which makes Nick more concerned.

Inside the Raven, Schanke's at the bar looking a bit more relaxed and in a better mood. Janette approaches and asks him if it is not getting late. He tells her about all the dead things, love, loyalty and Elvis. She asks him about the duck lamp on the bar next to him.   He tells her the light of his life gave it to him when he graduated from the police academy as a reminder to duck when the bullets start flying. He wants help and she offers to let him out. He is a little drunk. She's curious and asks what happened. Schanke rambles about finding true love, fighting marriage thinking there's something better out there somewhere, throwing away the thing they love most in the world. He comments that he can't believe Nick let someone as beautiful as she is go, and that he should slap Nick upside the head. Janette's pleased and comments that she walked out on Nick, that she had her reasons. Schanke gripes about Myra singing show tunes and Janette complains that Nick was smothering her, and she wasn't used to being loved that much. Neither one sound convincing when they comment that they really do not miss Nick or Myra. Both of them are surprised to see how much they have in common. She tries to get him to go home, but he comments that he does not have a home to go to. She seems to admire him a bit. Schanke's ranting about love, thinking there's something better out there, realizing their mistake, begging for forgiveness, giving the one they love everything they have. Schanke suddenly realizes he knows who the killer is and what her motive was. He bolts for the door, a little more sober and tells her that Levy wanted to remain married, panicking when he has temporarily misplaced his wedding ring. His frantic search turns it up, and he puts it on, relief showing that he found it.

Schanke knocks on Julia's door. She sees him and is not happy that he is spoiling her get away. She quickly hides her briefcase, pulls a gun from under her pillow, and cocks it.

Inside the Raven, Janette tells Nick what Schanke said about Jonathan Levy, asking what it means. Nick tells her it means Schanke thinks Julia Winwood is the killer and that she will not have any problem being a cop killer as well. He writes down Julia's address and tells her to call it in as a code 3 as he splits.

Schanke seems a little more sober as Julia opens the door. Schanke sees the gun behind her back reflected in the mirror as he tells her that he has some picture he needs her to look over, reaching into his pocket. She aims her gun at him, as she orders him to remove his hand from his pocket slowly, which he does. She removes his gun from its holster and tosses it away, then shoves him into her apartment. He knows he is in big trouble. Schanke comments on his arrival spoiling her escape and that he is quite expendable when she asks if he thinks she would shoot him. He comments on her shooting the guy she was sleeping with, which makes him totally expendable.

Nick arrives and is not happy with the mess. He's about to intervene when Schanke's angry rant about Nick not believing he can solve a case makes him look for a subtle way to help.

Julia forces Schanke into the elevator. Nick makes the elevator do an unexpected stop, which gives Schanke a chance to apprehend her.

Nick pretends that he's just arriving and sees that makes Schanke happy. Schanke's pleased to have caught the killer on his own this time.

Inside the bullpen, Schanke's happily rambling on, clutching the Partners of the Month plaque. Cohen makes him wrap up his long, rambling, speech, which he does by thanking everyone for it. He tells Nick how great the plaque is. He tells Nick he's taking Myra out for dinner and is going to beg her to sing show tunes. Nick is amused and it shows. Both men admit they have making up to do. Schanke reads the writing on the plaque aloud, noticing that his last name is misspelled, and goes to the Captain to complain.

Janette enters the Raven's main room from the back and sees a gift on the bar. She unwraps it, and sees the DaVinci portrait of her. Nick approaches and asks if they can be friends. She's deeply touched by the gift and tells him they can and may even become more than friends. She passionately kisses him as if she has fallen in love with him all over again.

The end

Queen of Harps

Season 2, Episode 21 (aired as episode 19)

Written by Gillian Horvath

Directed by Alan Simmonds

Guest stars:

Gwyneth/Johanna Shea...................... Brenda Bazinet

Sir Raymond/Hugh DeLabarre........... Peter Donaldson

Ted Haley........................................... Ron Hartman

Sam Baskers....................................... David Bolt

Concierge............................................ Colin Miller

Around the 1220's a woman's playing a lovely song on a harp and singing beautifully. She is sitting inside something resembling Stonehenge. She senses someone and calls out to Nicol but it is not him. It is an older man who is dressed like a knight without armor. She runs in fear as soon as she sees him, heading for the river, into which she tosses the harp. He kills her.

In the present, the harp is being auctioned off. Nick, a woman and a guy are the three serious bidders. She is the first one to drop out when it reaches $80,000.

Schanke has the department looking for Nick due to the APB he put out. Dispatch finds him half a block away from Schanke's current location.

Inside the auction house, Nick is not happy to see Schanke as they still have two hours before their shift starts. He has the current winning bid with $285,000. Nick asks how Schanke found him and learns Schanke put out an APB on him.  Cohen is mad at Schanke for not turning in the Keller report, which he cannot do because he cannot get the new software to print it, but is not about to admit that to Cohen. Nick subtly bids, but Schanke soon sees this and grabs the paddle so Nick will not get himself into trouble. Nick was still winning at $300,000, and since he cannot bid, he loses it over a $10,000 increase. He is very angry with Schanke. Schanke tells him he thinks a couple hundred for a Gretzky autographed fridge magnet is okay, but the price tag of the harp was ridiculous. Schanke asks Nick why he is there and Nick comments that it is for the Kushner estate. Schanke reminds Nick that forensics said it was an accident so there is no case. Nick is trying to track the harp and its new owner. Nick tells Schanke that he knows that and Schanke warns Nick that if he tells him it is a hunch that he will hit him.

Inside the precinct, Schanke thanks Nick for the computer help. Natalie enters and approaches them, asking Schanke where he found Nick and hears that he was at the auction house. Nick quickly states that it was case related, which Schanke quickly contradicts. He reminds Nick that Ellen Kushner was very old and out driving on a slippery road in the dark of night, thus it was an accident case closed. Cohen tells Schanke that she needs that report now and he takes it to her. Natalie comments that it's not really about the case and asks if he bought the harp. Nick tries to play innocent but it does not work when she tells him she saw him looking at the harp's picture in the catalog. He comments that he underestimated her. He tells her that he could not let Schanke see him spending ten years salary on it. She tells him that it is too bad because it was beautiful and asks why it is so important. He tells her that it's from before and wiggles his eyebrows. It takes her a moment to get the comment about it being from his mortal life.

Nick flashes back to Carreg, Wales around 1218-1225 where a Lord tells a mortal Nicholas about the mission to convert the Celts, commenting that they will come around. Nicholas, dressed like a knight out of armor, comments that it's a long way from the Pope as well as a sea away from Rome. The Lord tells him that it is their duty to convert the Pagans to Christianity and that his quest is failing but he will succeed because he does not want to be removed from his position. He tells Nicholas he hopes Lord Carreg will help him and that he will not fail, even if it means violence. Nick is the only one to hear the beautiful music and asks permission to ride on ahead. When it is given, he follows the woman's singing to the stone ring.

Nicholas de Brabant introduces himself and says he is under Lord DeLabarre. She knows he's with the English church delegation and firmly asks how he serves his lord so far from home. He tells her that he is just following orders, which causes her to relax.

Inside the auction house, the auctioneer is nervous. As Nick approaches the man, he is recognized. The auctioneer comments on how badly Nick wanted the harp and refuses to give him any information on the winner stating it is for everyone's protection. Nick pulls his badge, threatens the auctioneer with a subpoena and still does not get the answers he wants.

Outside, Nick watches the auctioneer get into his car and drive away. Nick sees someone in the alley and follows her until she gets into a cab and it leaves. When the place is empty, Nick breaks into the auction house, looks through the card file and pulls out one belonging to Johanna Shea from the Museum of Giant's Hand in Carreg, Wales. On his way out he rips the door off the safe, longingly studies the harp and then takes to the sky.

The early morning hour reveals the auction house is now a crime scene. The auctioneer, Samuel Baskers, is dead and the harp is the only missing item from the two million-dollar inventory. Baskers' neck was broken by an apparent professional. Schanke tells Nat that he should have listened to Nick's hunch. Natalie asks him if Kushner's death was the only way to get the harp on the market. Schanke comments on the auctioneer being killed when they could not buy the harp, means he has to reopen the case and re-examine all the evidence, as well as get a list of everyone at the auction and interview them. Natalie unzips the body bag and carefully examines Baskers neck for fang marks. Schanke notices and asks if she will have something for him later, startling her. She tells him to check back with her later.

Nick is admiring the harp from his couch, fondling stroking the strings and hearing the beautiful music.

Nick flashes back to the stone circles again. She asks him if he can feel the magic in the ancient stones and if the Church knows everything there is to know about the world. He tells her that he does feel it but it is not from the stones as they kiss. Unknown to him, he is being watched. He comments that the magic could not keep time from destroying her people. She tells him that the circle is all that remains from the Ancients and soon will be all that's left of her people. She comments that his Church will be the end of her people and that he is an innocent pawn. She tells him that she's the last to play the harp and how it has ten thousand songs in it's heart for anyone who knows how to play it as she lets him hold it. She tells him about the legend where the Miller's daughter drowned and her soul became a swan, which became the harp. When he asks if she believes that she tells him that its just Ash wood and wires but it does have a soul.

Natalie enters the loft and when she sees him with the harp she's stunned and quite disappointed. She sternly asks him where he got the harp and he darkly admits he took it, that it wanted him and it doesn't have an owner so he took it. She angrily scolds him that he cannot take anything he wants. He comments that it was stolen 800 years ago and she sternly reminds him that it is not the point. Natalie takes a deep breath, calms down and asks him to tell her that he did not comment the murder. He asks her what she's talking about and learns that Baskers was murdered. He firmly states that Baskers was most definitely alive when he left. She tells him that they think the person who stole the harp is the killer and crankily tells him that she wonders how he is going to get himself out of this mess. Not seeing how he is going to do it, she leaves. He is hurt, angry, and worried by the news and her reaction.

Inside the precinct bullpen that night, Schanke grumbles that he worked all day while Nick slept. He tells Nick that he is tracing the ownership of the harp for it may lead them to who might have killed for it. Nick tries to convince him the two are unrelated but fails. Schanke comments that the owner of the harp is Lord Carreg of England, which Nick corrects to Wales. Schanke shrugs and comments that Lord Carreg is royalty, even if he is 968th in line for the throne. Schanke has trouble reading his writing and Nick helps him out with the buyer's name being DeLabarre. Schanke tells him that the lawyer's name is Ted Haley from Haley, Haley and Haley. That Sir DeLabarre is staying at the very exclusive Salisbury club. Nick asks Schanke what else he has learned and finds out that the female bidder's card is missing, which Schanke thinks is a significant coincidence. A blonde guy brought in seems slightly familiar to Schanke, a look of surprise on Schanke's face when he sees the blonde guy.

Nick and Schanke visit the Salisbury Club.  They are told that Carreg is out and are denied access to his room. Nick whammies the stuffy employee into giving them the room number.

Lord Carreg tells them that the harp was stolen in the thirteenth century and was preserved in the country crest and local legend. Nick is disturbed by this and it shows. DeLabarre tells them that the soul of the land is in the harp and it is probably why the land has not been very productive. Everyone wants to talk to the blonde bidder, except maybe Nick, as they think she might be the killer. Nick is very uneasy. They all know that within twenty-four hours a treasure can disappear for a hundred years and that it is worth whatever a person will pay for it. Schanke comments that someone has already paid the ultimate price for it.

Nick and Schanke leave. Nick admits he wanted to meet the guy. They both know the blonde bidder is nowhere near DeLabarre's level. Nick senses someone, tells Schanke that they are not alone and to go around back.

Nick is suddenly on the roof surprising the blonde woman dressed in the traditional cat burglar outfit. When Schanke gets there, Nick comments they likely have their killer.

Inside the precinct interview room, Johanna Shea, the blonde bidder, tells the male detective that she's an archeologist. Cohen's in the observation room with Nick and Schanke. She tells them that Johanna was in town when Ellen Kushner's mother died and had two meetings with Ellen a week before she died. She compliments them on their good work and tells them to make it stick.

Inside the interview room, Schanke comments on her professional climbing rig and burglar tools. She tells him that she uses all sorts of tools in archeological digs, and that s he's an archeologist. Schanke asks what she was digging for at the Salisbury Club.

Johanna's uncanny resemblance to the woman inside the stone circles, Gwyeneth, causes Nick to briefly flash back to the stone circle.

In the interview room, Johanna tells them that she works at the Museum of the Giant Hand, which is the stone circle, in Carreg, Wales. She tells them that it is where the harp is originally from and where it belongs. She admits she wanted to get it any way she could. When Schanke asks her where it is, she tells him she does not have it. Schanke asks her if she killed Ellen Kushner because she would not sell her the harp and when Baskers would not help her out she killed him as well and took the harp. She tells Schanke that she did not kill either of them and she did not take the harp. Schanke is grinning, sure he has the case solved.

Nick wipes the grin off Schanke's face when he admits he saw Johanna at the auction house after hours, but after Baskers left. Schanke's confused and Johanna is surprised. She admits she was there to get the name and address of the winner, but Baskers would not give out any information. Nick questions her about her involvement with Ellen Kushner and learns that they were working out a deal for the donation of the harp to her museum, and that Ellen died before they had finalized anything. That since she only had an oral agreement, the lawyer told her she had to bid for it at the auction like everyone else. She explains that she sold her house and brought her life savings but it still was not enough. She admits that she would do anything to return it to her people because it's part of their history, and that the legend says it has the soul and spirit of the land in it.

Nick seems to both understand and regret taking it. When she's asked why she was outside DeLabarre's window, she tells him that it was the only way she had a chance to talk with him because the stuffed shirt wouldn't let her in. She tells them that she wanted to talk to him about donating the harp to her museum.

In the bullpen, Nick tells Schanke that she did not kill Baskers and did not take the harp. That one person killed Baskers and someone else stole the harp.

Inside the morgue, Schanke and Natalie are discussing the case. Schanke sees Natalie holding something gross in a bag and learns they're smoker's lungs and comments on how glad he is he quit. She tells him that Nick might know something he does not, but Schanke denies it because of the partnership. When Schanke is torn between whether or not Johanna did it, Natalie reminds him of how Baskers' neck was broken by a pro. They know that it all boils down to who wants the harp enough to kill for it.

Nick hesitantly enters the morgue and hears Schanke wondering why Johanna is not halfway to England if she did steal the harp, or even committed the murder. Nick corrects England to Wales. Schanke comments that if she didn't steal the harp, they're back to square one, and that they're holding her overnight on trespassing and attempted B&E. That they'll work it out in the morning because he's off now, and leaves.

Natalie is still mad at him for stealing the harp and it shows in both her body language and facial expressions. She tells him that he is off the hook for Baskers' murder because sunrise was over two hours before the auctioneer was killed. He playfully asks her if he was on the hook before and she pretty much ignores him, which shows him just how mad she is. She reminds Nick that Schanke thinks Johanna killed Baskers and took the harp, which they both know she did not. She tells him that she is ready to listen whenever he is ready to tell her the rest of the story.

Nick flashes back to Wales sometime between 1218-1225 as he starts his story.

Nicholas and DeLabarre are in their temporary living quarters. DeLabarre is a little annoyed with Nicholas as he asks if the woman has stolen his heart. Nicholas denies it, which DeLabarre tells him he does not believe it because of the hours he spends with her listening to her music and asks what they talk about. Nicholas' intelligent, open mind shows as his tone reflects wonder and admiration as he tells his Lord that they speak about her people, their magic and traditions. DeLabarre is very condescending calling it godless and primitive. He rants about how they refuse to follow the will of God and their Kings, and about their being savage and using subterfuge. Nicholas tries to make DeLabarre understand, but he refuses to, telling Nicholas that he's thinking with his heart and the heart doesn't know when it's being tricked. That work and pleasure must always stay separate. He growls as he tells Nicholas that Gwyneth is work, and that he is to stay away from her. Nicholas' heartbroken.

That night Nicholas visits her while the Lords meet. When she asks why he is not with them, he explains that he is just an attaché. They kiss. She tells them that the stones were cast for her and they have very little time together, and that they will not share a destiny. He is upset by this latest news and comments that she had take a Soothsayer's word over his. She tells him it is the truth and that her people will never bow to the will of Rome. That her people will be banished in blood and the life will leave the land. That the harp will be alone and hen it has taken a curse will fall upon that person. Nicholas refuses to believe it, even if a part of him knows it is true. She tells him that the curse will cause a premature death for whoever possesses the harp so that her people will not be forgotten. Nicholas tells her it is foolishness and Lord DeLabarre was right. He asks what the Soothsayer had to say about him and learns that he will live a long life but will never find happiness, which concerns him. Nicholas changes the subject by asking her to play for him, which she does.

Early the next morning Gwyneth thinks Nichol has returned, but it is Lord Carreg. She sees he means to harm her and run for her life.

Nicholas senses she is in trouble wakes. He grabs his sword and heads for the circle, but she's not there, hears a scream and tries to follow it out past the ring. Lord DeLabarre kills Gwyneth right after she tossed the harp into the water. There's a knife/sword wound in the side of her chest. He finds her lying on the ground, alone and dead. He drops to his knees, planting his sword in the ground and takes her in his arms, crying over his loss. He looks up and sees that he is surrounded by angry, vindictive, pitchfork wielding villagers who think he is the killer. He is scared, not knowing why they are angry with him.

In the interview room, Nick tells Johanna he believes she did not kill anyone and asks if she has a lawyer. When she tells him she does not have one because she does not know anyone here, he tells her he will get her one.

Back in Carreg, Nicholas is in a dungeon cell, a bit scared. When the door opens, he runs to it, telling his Lord that he is innocent. DeLabarre tells him that he knows this and that the real killer will eventually be found. That it will probably be a farm hand who wanted his way with her. When Nicholas asks what will become of him, DeLabarre tells him he has secured his freedom providing he does his penance by fighting in the Holy Land. Nicholas is not at all happy about the solution and protests, telling him he's innocent, asking if he can get a fair trial. DeLabarre tells Nicholas that he is the foreigner and that it is ridiculous to expect a fair trial. That the Arch Bishop and him used all their resources to get his release and his only alternative is to stay there until he dies or the villagers kill him. Nicholas knows he has no choice but to take the deal. DeLabarre is saddened by what happened.

In the bullpen, Nick asks Haley to help Johanna, as he is already involved in the case. Haley semi-reluctantly agrees because it has to do with the harp and helping DeLabarre. Nick's figured out DeLabarre killed Gwyneth and wants vengeance for sending him to fight in the Crusades, because Nick just happened to be at the wrong place at the wrong time. Schanke brings Johanna in and introductions are made. Schanke pulls Nick aside and tells him he can't believe they have to spring her, that she claims not to know anyone, yet someone posted bail anonymously. Nick's expression shows it was him. Johanna and Haley work a few things out before he leaves. She tells Nick she knows he asked Haley to help her, yet he is a puzzle to her. She comments on him bidding against her, arresting her, freeing her, adding that it doesn't add up, but she's better with ancient mysteries than recent ones. He tells her that everyone should have a good lawyer, and that maybe once he wished he had had one. She tells him that things happen for a reason, that one has to believe in magic growing up where she did.  She tells him that there is a reason for him too. He is captivated by her, and tells her that he hopes so.

Inside the Salisbury Club, DeLabarre welcomes Haley into his room and hears the latest update on the case, including the fact that he is not sure if she has the harp, but the police do not seem to think so.

Johanna enters her hotel room and is stunned to see the harp waiting for her. She picks it up and tenderly strums it, causing beautiful music to come out. She cannot believe she is holding the harp. Suddenly she seems to be seeing the past as if the harp is showing it to her. She sees DeLabarre approach Gwyneth in the stone circle, her fear of him as he tells her he thought she would have it. She opens her mouth to speak but nothing comes out.

Nick enters the bullpen and Schanke tells him about DeLabarre being broke and is a Lord on paper only. That he has a lot of worthless land and that three members of the family have owned the harp and all died prematurely at age 55. Nick wants to know where someone broke got the $310,000 he paid for the harp. That DeLabarre lied when he said that his family never owned the harp. Nick tells Schanke to meet him at Johanna's hotel, but leaves before Schanke can ask why.

At Johanna's hotel room, DeLabarre confronts her about having the harp. She tells him that he did not steal it, that it just appeared. He demands it and approaches her. She back away telling him they should wait for the police as they can help them sort it out. He does not agree, telling her that it is his because he paid for it and that the cops will agree with him.

Nick is flying towards the hotel.

Inside Johanna's hotel room, DeLabarre is fed up and grabs the harp which emits an ear-shattering scream. DeLabarre's forced to his knees while Johanna seems immune to it. She takes the harp and flees. He is soon chasing after her, determined to get the harp from her one way or another, even if he has to hurt her. The scene cuts between the thirteenth century DeLabarre chasing Gwyneth and the current one chasing Johanna, showing the parallels. He tackles her in the staircase, pulls his gun on her and takes the harp, while in the past, Gwyneth tosses it into the river as she trips and falls.

DeLabarre runs into the alley holding onto the harp and is shocked to see Nick there. When Nick orders DeLabarre to turn it over DeLabarre desperately explains that he's fifty-four and does not want to die at fifty-five, pointing his gun at Nick. That he is going to destroy it as he fires shot after shot into Nick. Nick tells him that he knows he killed both Ellen Kushner and Baskers. Johanna hears the shots and heads in that direction. When DeLabarre's gun is empty, Nick walks up to him and punches him, knocking him out.

Nick takes the harp and heads for Johanna. He gives it to her, but she's scared to take it, but soon does, thanking him. DeLabarre walks out of the alley, sees the harp and heads for it, not seeing the eighteen wheeler or hear the horn until the headlights blind him and he sees it seconds before it hits and kills him.

Inside the bullpen, Nick and Schanke are at their desks when Natalie enters and tells them that the forensic info from Baskers' is a perfect match to DeLabarre, causing Schanke to comment that the case is closed. Natalie asks what happened to the harp and Schanke tells her it was auctioned off and sold for half a million dollars, and then was donated to the Museum in Carreg, Wales. Schanke tells them that he is off until tomorrow night in a fake, stuffy British way, Natalie plays along, and he leaves.

Natalie can't believe he paid that much for one object, which he turned around and donated to a museum, especially since she'll never see that sort of money. Nick tells Natalie to relax, because he is okay. She reminds him that he cannot do that every time something from his past shows up and he tells her he will not, that she'll keep him honest. He kisses her and leaves.

Johanna is sitting on a rock inside the circle of stones playing the harp and singing. Both the music and voice sound very much like Gwyenth.

The end.
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Three astronomers are rechecking their figures, deeply disturbed by the results. They have been re-checking for twenty-four hours without change. There's some reason future holidays, from summer vacation to Christmas, are cancelled. Two of the astronomers go outside and moments later hear a gunshot from inside. They run inside.

Schanke is trying to get Nick to invest his money as they walk through the crime scene. They approach Natalie who tells them that it appears to be a suicide, but there is no note. After Nick, Natalie, and Schanke are sworn to secrecy, they learn that the scientists have been studying an asteroid for three days.  It is going to hit the Earth in three months and do more damage than the dinosaur killer one did.

Cohen's at the crime scene with her detectives and another scientist, Dr. Forbes, who tells them that York University's Jet Propulsion Lab is going to double check the figures and methodology. They all know that any leaks now would be disastrous.

In the Caddy, there is some silence, then Schanke tells him it doesn't make sense. He asks how it makes sense in the grand scheme of things for the asteroid to smash into the earth and destroy humanity. That they have made a lot of progress and it will all be wasted. Schanke is having real trouble accepting it, while Nick seems to be denying it, even though he agrees that it's hard to believe thousands of years of humanity will be destroyed in three months.

Inside the bullpen, Schanke calls Myra to tell her he loves her and reassures her that he is fine.

Nick tells Cohen that he does not think they were told everything. Cohen is staring at a picture of her husband and little girl as she asks how she can make a contingency plan when she cannot tell anyone. Nick comments on how Dr. Carter didn't leave a suicide note and didn't say goodbye to her family, that it seems wrong somehow and asks for time to look into it. She gives him two days, telling him that she will need his help when the news breaks and chaos reigns. He leaves and she returns to looking at the picture of her family.

Nick visits the morgue to see what she has. Natalie tells him that her examination shows there was no gunpowder residue on her hands, but her thumbprint was on the trigger, which is consistent with a self inflicted wound. She finds it curious how the others were outside at that time, a bit of depression coming through her voice and visible on her face. Schanke doubts Nick's murder theory and tells Natalie he hoped she would have something more definitive, like proof the coworkers were lying. Natalie tells them she will keep looking, which has Schanke asking her why, since the world's ending, and that he's not going to be the one to spill it. Natalie seems a bit agitated by the discussion, shoves Nick off her stool, and is a bit cranky when she tells them she is not ready to face the end of the world yet. Schanke apologizes for upsetting her. She apologizes for snapping at them. Schanke leaves them alone. She asks if she is wrong and Nick tells her that he loves her optimism and to keep looking. He cheerily kisses her and leaves.  Once she is alone the depression, fear and uncertainty, among other emotions clearly show in her eyes.

A freaked out cop outside of the observatory spills the secret over the telephone.

The news is questioning scientists who try to downplay it, telling the public that they need another forty-eight hours to check the results. The news hypes up the disaster and how nothing can be done. There is rioting all over the place, and that it is more than the police can handle in some cases. Nick is watching all of that on television wondering how it can all be happening. Natalie calls with more bad news for him, and tells him to get there as soon as he can. She sounds quite depressed.

Nick enters Natalie's office and she shows Nick the vampire victims, the first ones having been underground workers. That after sunset six more came in. She tells him she thinks the Community is losing control. He rubs her back seeing how exhausted she is and tells her to go home. She tells him she can't because most of the department didn't show up, she has more bodies than she usually gets in a month, and is alone. She tells him she finished Dr. Carter's autopsy and she killed herself. She comments that the world's ending and she is truly scared. Nick tells her that he knows, seeing her fear and lets her know he is scared too.

Inside the bullpen, Cohen talks to the handful of officers that have showed up. She tells them that they're down to less than a third while the uniforms are down by fifty percent, that there's a homicide call about every ten minutes as are the suicides, and that she needs them out there. She warns them to be careful because their badges are not worth much now. When Nick asks for more time she gives him one more day, then realizes threatening him will not do much good. She sees Schanke with the worst case of deer in headlights she's seen in a long time and asks what's wrong. Schanke tells her that his broker is his cousin, Arthur, sold his stocks and made him $5,000. Nick congratulates him, then comments that the market will take another large drop tomorrow. Schanke tells him that they closed the brokerage because most of the agents stayed home. Cohen comments that Arthur must have stayed home or he would know that the currency markets collapsed and in a few days, it will take $5,000 to buy donuts for the squad room. She congratulates him and leaves.

Schanke tells Nick it that is not about money that it is about not seeing is little girl growing up. He is quite upset and it shows in his eyes, face and voice. That it hurts to know everyone he loves only has three months to live and he is powerless to help them. Nick cheerily tells him that no one knows how it will turn out, and asks if Schanke checked on the gun. Schanke tells him that the gun did not come from Canada so he is checking in the States. Nick tells him to wait for news while he takes care of an errand. Schanke warns him to be careful.

LaCroix is doing a monologue about the meteor, which hit at 7:14 am on June 30, 1908 and was 100 meters in diameter. That it exploded with the force of a twelve-megaton bomb causing a column of fire to rise twenty meters into the sky as hot and bright as the sun.

Nick looks a bit upset as he drives around, seeing the rioting and mass destruction as he is listening to LaCroix.

He is telling his listeners how this one will hit with the force of a 1,000-megaton bomb and the dust cloud so thick it will obliterate the sun for at least twenty years. The temperature will drop to freezing, which will kill every living thing on Earth.

LaCroix flashes back to his days as a mortal General in Pompeii. Coworkers and friends are studying his marble bust admiringly. He tells them that he blinded the sculptor showing his well-known viciousness. He tells Selene that he's been thinking of her and learns that their daughter, Divia recovered from her illness. He tells Selene that they will spend time together and she assures him they will. Divia comes out as one of the wealthy men there tell Lucius that Divia's not normal, but there's now an evilness about her. Lucius happily holds out his arms to embrace her and she coldly walks by, hurting him. He tries not to show it, but does not totally succeed.

A vampire is not too successfully attacking a woman. She is fighting back and he cannot whammy her. Nick drops in to tell the vampire to get lost and the other vampire starts a who is tougher fight, but quickly loses and flees. Nick whammies the woman and sends her home.

Nick enters the Raven where the crowd seems chaotic, and the staff seems to be enjoying it and supporting it. Janette comments that everyone is enjoying what little life they have left, not worrying too much about tomorrow. Nick tells her that their kind is losing control and they are risking exposure. That they are randomly feeding. She kisses him as she tells him there is nothing she can do. She asks him why he's more concerned about the mortals than their own kind, asking what will happen to them once the mortals are dead. That he is the only one used to depravation, and inquires if he is looking forward to slow starvation. He tells her that he does not believe the asteroid will hit, causing her to call him either naïve or crazy as she kisses him and walks away.

Schanke is working on his paperwork when Natalie approaches. Schanke asks if she's run out of corpses, she tells him that they're stacked up like firewood and she had to get out of there. He tells her he should be out there on the streets or home with his family, but he is at his desk. She asks about the Carter case and he tells her he just received word from the FBI that Dr. Carter bought the gun in Albany less than a month ago, and the asteroid scare must've pushed her over the edge. She asks him what he is going to do until the end and he tells her that he does not know. She comments that Carter might have been right and he comments that she cannot be serious. She brightens as she tells Schanke she realized she does not have to die, kisses him on the lips and leaves. He is confused and wondering if she has lost it.

Nick's questioning the other female astronomer, Dr. Ellis, still not convinced that the asteroid is going to hit. He learns that her husband is a real estate broker who works in New York and is only home one or two days a week. When Nick asks about Dr. Carter, Dr. Ellis tells him that they were up for over thirty-six straight hours and does not know why she did not kill herself. Nick senses something is off with her story.

At the precinct, Schanke is watching the riots on a small TV until Nick arrives. Schanke tells both Nick and Cohen that the gun matches, that he and Natalie are ready to close the case, asking what he thinks. Cohen tells Nick she needs them both on the streets while Schanke tells them he has to go home for a few hours. Nick sends his love for Schanke's family with his partner, surprising Schanke. Schanke tells Nick to go see Natalie, his expression showing his concern.

Nick visits Natalie, who tells him that she was terrified of dying, then realized he could bring her across so they can live forever. He cannot believe what he is hearing. She tells him she wants to give him everything she is and he's seriously tempted but fights it, telling her an eternity in darkness is not living. She tells him it is better than being incinerated or freezing during a nuclear winter. He is a bit hurt because she does not believe him. She tries to convince him that it is the perfect solution because the world will become perfectly suited for vampires, cold, dark and barren. He admits they are not sure they (vampires) can survive and refuses her while giving no reason for it. She gets mad, telling him she can handle it that it is not the end of the world, and more frustratedly corrects herself and storms out. He is concerned by her desperateness and her irrationality.

LaCroix is at the loft complaining about the bovine he helped himself to and gets reminded that he wasn't invited and can leave. LaCroix apologizes, then tells Nick he is not looking forward to having to drink cow, and whatever else when the humans and cows are gone, mentioning artificial blood products. That he will miss mortals for their sports, fun, and gamesmanship. When Nick asks what LaCroix wants, he tells Nick that it is the same as always, companionship. LaCroix seems a bit troubled as he tells Nick that Nick is young enough that he, Janette, and all young vampires will be lucky enough to eventually starve to death.  However, LaCroix and the other ancients will starve and linger in a more permanent hell. That he will grieve for his family when they die.

LaCroix flashes back to Pompeii. He's waking up with a killer hangover. Divia is there telling him that she'll live forever and that her mother is doomed. She informs him she gets her vicious streak from him. Someone rushes in and tells Lucius that Pompeii is going to explode, which Lucius doubts until he feels and hears the explosion. Lucius rants about being too powerful to be destroyed by the Gods. Divia asks Lucius if he wants to live or die. He angrily tells her that he wants to live. She forces him to his knees then roughly sinks her fangs into his neck as he screams in pain. The building is falling down around them.

Back at the loft, LaCroix continues his discussion with Nick. LaCroix asks Nick which is worse, to die or exist in a lingering hell where the sole purpose is survival, and just existing. He tells Nick that mortals keep them alive with their art, laughter, blood and their immortal lives are not worth much without them, something he would usually never admit. Nick asks which one is the more powerful in the end. LaCroix realizes that neither the hunter nor the prey has the ultimate power, that there may be something greater than all of them. Nick realizes this is part of what is bothering LaCroix, that something is more powerful than he is, and tells him so. LaCroix asks how a God can create such perversity and torture.

As the sun sets the newscaster announces that many countries are now under martial law in an attempt to regain control, and there's still mass rioting. He tells them that the scientists urge the public to be calm while they work out the chances of survival.

Dr. Ellis is crying as she hears about martial law being imposed and sees footage of the riots. She is far more upset than she should be.

LaCroix's doing another monologue about fear killing them as surely as a natural disaster, and how it warps their senses, their reasoning and turns them all into cowards. Shows them that life is not all that special.

Natalie is all dressed up, slightly intoxicated and having fun dancing at the Raven. Janette sees her and pulls her away from what is probably a bunch of vampires. She escorts Natalie to a barstool and gives her coffee instead of the alcohol she wants. Natalie takes a glass of red wine from the bar and takes a sip, after clinking it with Janette's mug.

Inside the precinct, Schanke and Nick are discussing the situation. Nick still does not believe the world is going to end, and is still the only one with that opinion. Soldiers have taken over; leaving Cohen seated on a chair outside her office, having told her she would just get in the way. When Nick and Schanke hear this they disagree, but she agrees and goes home as she does not needed there. They tell her she will be needed soon enough. Schanke comments that the commodities market is open, causing Nick to ask if it's so it can hit zero and hears that it bounced back, that people are making money once they learned you can ride it out underground. Nick comments that after twenty years underground real estate would be cheap as an idea hits. Comments that people are making money off it, especially the commodity brokers as he asks for Arthur's number.

Back at the Raven, Janette tells Spark, a young, nasty looking vampire, that he does not want to mess with her when he brings Natalie a drink. The female bartender whisks Natalie away from Spark.

Nick's busy typing at the computer with Schanke looking over his shoulder as they discover there is no further doubt.

Natalie slips out the back of the Raven and drops her cigarette, realizing she does not smoke. She seems a little more sober. Spark appears and startles her. She tells him she knows he is a vampire and can have her, but he must bring her across. He seems agreeable to this. He offers to take her home.

Nick and Schanke knock on Ms. Ellis' door. When she tells them she has already told them everything, they tell her they doubt it and show her the search warrant as they enter.

Inside the Raven, the female bartender asks Janette where her mortal friend is, and Janette comments that she is in the back resting. Then the mortal friend part hits and Janette denies the friendship, but it does not seem totally believable.

Natalie is now sober and Spark is rougher with her, especially when she starts having second thoughts. She is terrified, realizing she probably made a major mistake and hurriedly asks what is the rush, that she wants a little style, romance. He tells her he cannot wait and tries to whammy her. She pretends to go under, not wanting him to realize she is a resistor. He orders her to take him home with her, which she does.

Nick and Schanke start seriously questioning Dr. Ellis once they see the romantic dinner for two all set up. They realize her husband is on his way home. They ask what there is to celebrate with the world in turmoil, thousands dead. She admits they might as well enjoy it while they can. Nick inquires if her husband has been on the road the whole time and she nervously tells Nick he has been. Nick corrects her that he was in New York where he spends five days a week. They get into a semantics battle, which winds up in one over proving or disproving her statements.  She had contradicted herself about Carter's death, and how well she knew her fellow doctor. Nick tells her they found a program on her work computer that tracks the stock and currency markets, another one on speed dial to her husband's office, to which she comments is not a crime. He points out that her husband did not come home when the end of the world was announced.  He stayed at work where his company made a fortune buying stocks and currencies at a fraction of their value, and will make millions when the market recovers. She's crying and does not say a word. She confirms his theory that the asteroid will miss them.

Janette goes into the Raven's back room to check on Natalie, who should be sleeping on the cot. She is concerned when Natalie is missing.

Nick and Schanke talk about how the world is not going to end, after Nick tells another doctor to get a good night's sleep because the world's not going to end. Schanke comments how they were off by one arc second and how it was enough to send the world into chaos. Nick tells Schanke that Cohen wants them to wait and pick up both the husband and wife at the same time.

Janette calls Nick to tell him about Natalie's crazy behavior, and that she is with a new vampire named Spark. Nick tells Janette that the world is not going to end. Nick is worried about Natalie. Janette's relieved, yet worried.

Spark and Natalie arrive at her place. She's still playing along until she can grab something to smack him with and escape. She runs into her bedroom and locks the door. Nick calls out to Spark, warning him off. Spark enters her bedroom and Natalie is saved by Nick flying through her window. She hides in the corner as the two vampires fight and destroy her bedroom. Nick stakes Spark on her bed and tells Natalie that it was all a hoax. That the world is not going to end. She is overwhelmed by Spark, the fight, the news, and it clearly shows. Nick holds her to comfort her.

The next night at the precinct, there is a party celebrating the exposure of the hoax. Schanke gives Cohen a bouquet of flowers. She thanks Nick for sticking with it.

Natalie slips in but stays on the other side of the front desk. She still looks a bit shaken up, and doesn't seem sure she should be there, yet knows she needs to be. Nick approaches and asks if she slept okay, the front desk between them. She tells him she did for a while, then asks when he left and why he didn’t stay, a bit hurt that he left. Nick tells her that he stayed as long as he could and that he did not think she wanted him to stay. Her turbulent emotions show as she tells him that he was right not to bring her across. She is not happy about this, and neither is Nick. Neither is sure what to think. Natalie tells him she has to go, looking and sounding lost. He tries to stop her, but she tells him she has work to do. He realizes that it is best to let her be, for now.

LaCroix is doing his nightly broadcast and comments that life will always find a way to cheat death. He curses Divia while holding her cameo. He is bitter, frustrated, and hating what he is. He seems to regret his choice.

The end.

The Code

Season 2, Episode 24 (aired as episode 21)

Written by John Kapelos

Directed by Clay Borris

Guest stars:

Patrick Delehanty..................... Joseph Ziegler

Wade......................................... David Nerman

Gwen........................................ Bridget Giggs

Irene......................................... Anna Louise Richardson

Tom Duke................................ Conrad Bergeschneider

Prospector................................ Ron Hastings

A woman's cutting her cocaine on her glass coffee table looking like she's already snorted some of it.

Schanke is begging his car to start, but it will not.

The scene intercuts between Schanke yelling at the passing cars which refuse to stop, even when he calls out that he's a cop. The woman snorting coke is having a bad reaction to it. Someone crashes into Schanke's car at the same time the woman passes out into her coffee table, destroying it. Schanke goes to shout at the woman and sees it is an old nun with very thick glasses.

Schanke enters the precinct shivering and sees Cohen waiting for him, pointing out that he is late again then goes back into her office. Schanke tells Nick about his dead car and then hears about their dead body, possibly an OD.

As Schanke is trying to warm up, he rants about the very thick glasses on the nun. He complains that people that blind should not be allowed to drive.  Then, he rants that the heater of the Caddy would not heat up in 800 years, and rants about how it is dark by mid afternoon, hating the long nights and short days. Nick tells him he knows and offers to help any way he can.

Nick and Schanke enter the crime scene. Nick compliments a stunning looking Natalie asking if she was at a party and learns that she was at a convention with three hundred very boring coroners. The victim is Gwen Madison, a famous model who was not only very hot, all over everywhere, but was the Wednesday Jeans girl. Natalie tells them Gwen is dead.  She informs them that she has found cocaine on the victim's face and hair in amounts that suggest she was rolling around in it. Schanke grumbles about what some people will do to numb the pain as he finds a collection of prescription drug bottles on her dresser. They also learn that she is a member of Narcotics Anonymous, and Irene is her sponsor.

Inside the precinct, Schanke's old partner, Patrick Delahanty, pays him a surprise visit. Cohen tries to ask Schanke about his car but sees that Schanke is too distracted. Schanke is a bit jealous of how Patrick has charmed Cohen and he cannot even get a smile out of her. Patrick taught Schanke all he knows before moving to Montreal. Then, sometime later, quit the force and moved to Scottsdale, Arizona where he became a wealthy Private Investigator.

Schanke introduces Patrick and Nick to each other. Patrick gives Schanke a Souvlaki from Schanke's favorite place and offers one to Nick. Nick politely turns it down, stating he is on a liquid diet. Patrick tells Schanke about how wonderful Scottsdale is.

Nick flashes back to 1849 Arizona. Nick sees a scruffy looking old man seated at his campfire and asks permission to join him. The scruffy old man holds Nick up at gunpoint, and before anything can happen, he is shot by a cowboy, Wake. Nick thanks Wake and Wake tells him that maybe someday he can return the favor and save his life.

Nick is amused as he watches Schanke and Patrick. Patrick is still talking about how great Scottsdale is. Schanke seems to realize that it might be the cure to his problems. Nick senses this and becomes a little jealous and a little envious, especially seeing how well the two friends get along.

Inside the morgue, Natalie seems a little charmed by Patrick. She tells them that mercuric salts were found in her bloodstream along with cocaine, there is no doubt that the victim OD'd.

Nick is watching from the car as Schanke and Patrick fight over who is paying for the hot dogs. Nick looks at Gwen's card from N.A.

LaCroix is doing his nightly monologue, tonight's topic being friendship. He tells his audience that a lifetime friend is a leach, and that there is no such thing as real or lasting friendship, and no one can be trusted. He asks someone to challenge him. Nick is listening. LaCroix comments that all friendships sour slowly due to little white lies, and turns friends into mortal enemies. He tells Nick to remember that. And, that friendship poisons loyalties and blights trust, and that it should be discussed among friends.

An old man's dead in bed. He died reaching for his telephone, which is off its cradle, lying on the floor.

At the old man's apartment, he is zipped into a body bag. Natalie tells Nick that it looks like an aneurism or something as there is no sign of a struggle, and that the swelling of his joints suggest he probably had arthritis. Schanke and Patrick are talking. Natalie notices Nick's a little jealous and asks him about it. She knows his comment that he's fine is a lie, but says nothing and walks away.

Nick flashes back to the old west where Wade tells Nick that he has not buried many people and never knows what to say. Nick backs up when Wade picks up a crudely made cross to use as the grave marker.

In the old man's apartment, Schanke notices a bottle of Provotrex on the counter and tells Patrick that it looks familiar. Nick comments on their being another bottle in the bathroom, but that is not what Schanke had in mind as Schanke tells Patrick that they found a similar bottle at an OD earlier tonight. Schanke tells Nick they will ride with a unit, drop off the bottle at lab and continue catching up. Nick's face shows how deserted he is feeling as he softly tells them he will finish up at the scene.

In the precinct, Nick, Schanke and Cohen are discussing the case. Patrick is listening. Cohen learns that Provotrex was found at both crime scenes, and that it is a common drug. That Gwen had a long rap sheet for cocaine possession and use, but Natalie does not have anything on the old man yet. Cohen learns they do not think there is a connection between the cases. When it seems as if Nick and Schanke are going to start one of their "you're wrong" debates she tells them to take it outside and heads for her office. Nick does not look happy.

Patrick tells Schanke that it seems as if Cohen's out for him, and she's attractive. Schanke tells him it comes with the job. Patrick says goodnight as he promised he would never do another graveyard shift. When Schanke has disappointed, Patrick tells Schanke to drop by his hotel after work and he will provide breakfast. Nick seems even crankier. Schanke leaves to put the Provotrex bottle into the evidence lockup.

Patrick asks Nick how Schanke is really doing, because Schanke's welfare is the real reason he is in town.  He had heard that Schanke was burning out and came to check it out. He tells Nick the story about their childhood spent together, how they are always there for each other, and why they call each other dogs. Patrick tells Nick that Schanke needs him and leaves. Nick is not sure what to make of Patrick.

In the old west, the cowboy offers Nick a drink as they sit around a campfire. When Nick refuses it, the cowboy tells him that he cannot refuse so Nick takes a drink. Nick and the cowboy take turns drinking as they discuss their lack of families.  They talk about how maybe they are dammed. The cowboy does most of the talking.

Schanke and Nick are questioning the dead model's sponsor at Narcotics Anonymous. Irene tells them that Gwen had just celebrated her second anniversary for being clean, and that anyone who says she was using is lying. Schanke is cranky about the sponsor being a recovered addict herself and that maybe they fell off the wagon together. Irene tells Nick that Gwen had not felt good since she had had her deviated septum repaired. When Schanke wisecracks that it is a common problem with heavy-duty cokeheads, Irene tells him it was a birth defect. Nick glares at Schanke, as Irene tells Nick he needs to teach his partner some manners.

Outside the interrogation room, Nick chews Schanke out. Being in a far worse mood than Nick, Schanke chews him out, reminding him that the sponsor could have provided the drugs. He points out to Nick the she had a rap sheet for possession with intent to sell, among other drug charges. Nick's frustrated, cranky and asks Schanke what has gotten into him. Schanke comments that he finally saw the light as he walks away. Schanke is frustrated because Patrick seems to have a much better life than he does, and Schanke knows there is no way he'll ever have any of it. Nick is concerned about his partner.

Schanke is impressed when he enters Patrick's suite. Patrick gives him a glass of champagne, seems concerned that Schanke's burning out, which Schanke confirms. Steak and eggs are awaiting them. When Schanke asks Patrick about his work, Patrick tells Schanke only about the perks, which Schanke likes a lot.

Natalie calls Schanke and tells him that the old man had mercury in his blood at toxic levels, and that she cannot reach Nick.

Schanke discusses it with Patrick and concludes that it was the Provotrex, which both victims took. Patrick looks a little worried, and there is something odd about him as he suggests that the Provotrex was poisoned. Schanke is upset when he realizes that they are dealing with an over the counter drug. He calls Natalie to fill her in, as he returns to cop mode.

Meanwhile, a suspicious looking guy is walking down the painkiller aisle in a drug store holding a basket. He replaces the Provotrex boxes with ones from his bag, trying not to be caught. A woman buys one of the replaced bottles.

Inside the precinct, Schanke is giving a press conference about the poisoned Provotrex and the recall. Natalie and Nick are in front of the camera, but in the background. Nick is jealous and it shows. Natalie notices. She tells Nick that Schanke was the one who caught it, and he tells her that something's not right. Schanke approaches them after the press conference pleased with his work, commenting that he and Patrick cracked the case. Schanke is cranky because he thinks Schanke does not respect him.

In the morgue, Nick tells Natalie that it was an inside job, but she doesn't think so because they'd need pretty sophisticated equipment to get around the packaging safeguards. She tells him that Schanke probably saved many lives. She calls him on his jealousy, telling him that he hurt Schanke's feelings. She suggests that he apologizes, but misses the fact that Nick has been completely ignored by Schanke since Patrick showed up. She comments that Nick underestimates how good of a cop Schanke is. Nick listens and knows she is right.

Patrick talks with Schanke about their childhood, their first apartment, how those they grew up with turned out. Schanke laughs at the way Patrick phrases some of it. Patrick tells Schanke that its time for him to move on and that now is the time to leave, with his big score on everyone's mind. Schanke is seriously thinking about it.

Nick approaches Schanke to apologize and Schanke attacks, expecting more negativity from Nick. Schanke crankily tells Nick he accepts his apology before Nick can offer it. Nick tells him that he still has bad feelings about the case, to which Schanke points out the death threats made against Tallus Pharmaceutical by a disgruntled employee who is now number one on the most wanted list. Tallus states that the contamination could have happened in their plant.

Cohen compliments Schanke and Schanke resigns, telling her that yesterday he would have eaten ground glass to get a compliment. He hands her his resignation and sets his badge and gun on the desk. She cannot believe he actually quit.

Natalie informs Nick about the latest victim, just brought in from GlennCross Hospital, where she lapsed into a coma and never came out of it. Natalie gives him the bottle of Provotrex as she tells him that the victim had not taken it, nor had she taken any in the last seventy-two hours. She comments that the victim still died of acute mercurial poisoning, just like Gwen, and it wasn't the Provotrex that killed her.

Schanke is quickly, angrily cleaning out his desk, including his Partners of the Month plaque. He takes one last look around before leaving.

Natalie and Nick are still working on the puzzle as Natalie shows him the scar on the victim's hip, commenting that it was a total hip replacement. She comments on Gwen's total cartilage reconstruction, not just the deviated septum repairs. They brainstorm and discover that two had surgery and all three had Provotrex, but only two took it, making there no common denominator between the three victims.

Schanke enters the morgue and Nick tells him that he does not think it is the Provotrex. Schanke tells them it is not his problem anymore because he just resigned, much to their surprise. Natalie's computer search turns up results, the two surgeries were done at Toronto General and that MarrowComp was used. She tells them that HMS Medical is the parent company, and has provided artificial cartilage and bone since 1983. Nick suggests it is the source of the contamination, but Schanke still thinks it is the Provotrex. Nick tells him that he cannot leave, but Schanke says that it has been strange as well as goodbye. After he leaves, Nick and Natalie cannot believe he's gone. Nick seems worried.

Back in the old west, Nick's had in enough to drink and returns the bottle. As the guy questions Nick, Nick realizes that something is wrong, that he has been drugged. The cowboy is a bounty hunter who knows Nick's on the run. He teases Nick with the antidote and drinks it as Nick watches helplessly.

Inside Patrick's hotel suite, Schanke tells Patrick he quit. Patrick is pleased by this news. Schanke sees that his friend was not alone and starts to leave when Patrick introduces him to another ex-cop, Tom Duke. Schanke does not realize that it was Tom, who switched the Provotrex boxes in the store.

In the morgue, Nick learns that the MarrowComp was contaminated, not the Provotrex because one of the victims had not yet taken the drug, but two had the MarrowComp. She comments that it must have been a local problem as there are no reports of it outside of Toronto. Nick tells her the same goes for the Provotrex, which has Natalie suggesting someone is purposely trying to point them in the wrong direction.

Inside Patrick's suite, Schanke is rambling about the move to Scottsdale. He tries the lock on Patrick's briefcase half-joking that he can open it. He gets it open and sees bottles of Provotrex stunning him and upsetting him.

Natalie and Nick learn that HMS Medical is located in Phoenix, Arizona. She tells him that MarrowComp has been used successfully in thousands of surgeries. Nick mockingly comments that Scottsdale is much better than Phoenix, remembering Patrick saying that, and gets a weird look from Natalie. He tells her he has to find Schanke and Patrick.

Back in the old west, the bounty hunter pulls out a Wanted poster with Nick, Janette and LaCroix's faces on it, and a thousand-dollar reward for them. LaCroix sneaks up on Wade and comments that it is a bad likeness of him. Wade throws his knife at LaCroix and misses due to LaCroix turning at the last second, commenting on Wade being a bad friend. He grabs the terrified bounty hunter and drains him.

Nick realizes that Schanke is in danger and flies towards the hotel.

Inside Patrick's suite, he slams the briefcase shut, telling Schanke it is not as simple as it looks. Schanke begs his friend to tell him he was not involved, and does not like the silence. Schanke comments that Patrick poisoned the Provotrex, and that two people died. Patrick tells him that they would have already died as they had bad transplants, which will cost the company hundreds of millions in malpractice when the stuff is good, but Toronto happened to get a bad batch. He tells Schanke that that one bad batch will bring the stuff down. Schanke comments that Patrick had to make it look like the contamination came from elsewhere so he blamed the Provotrex. Patrick tells Schanke about the miracle MarrowComp, how it has saved thousands of lives, and could improve millions of others. Schanke no longer seems so enthralled with Patrick's life and snorts at the perks. Tom threatens Schanke with his gun and Patrick tells him to relax, that Schanke does not need that sort of persuasion because they are friends. Schanke pretends to join them to relax them, and it works.

Nick is on the street hearing overhearing their conversation, and narrowing down the room location.

Patrick is shot as Schanke smashes Tom with a chair as hard as he can, causing the gun to go off accidentally. Patrick tries to shoot Schanke. Schanke runs for cover. Nick bursts through the window and prevents Patrick from shooting Schanke by ripping the gun out of his hands. Once it is safe, Schanke rushes to his friend's side and comforts him as he dies. He reassures Patrick that they are still friends. Patrick apologizes to Schanke for believing in him (Patrick). Patrick tells Schanke that he is going to hell and will wait for Schanke, then dies. Schanke sarcastically grumbles about needing friends as if it is a bad thing.

In the old west, LaCroix lectures Nick that the bounty hunter poisoned him with Curare, which intoxicates vampires, but kills mortals. When Nick asks how LaCroix found him, LaCroix tells him that he will always find him, that it is their code.

Schanke is looking at his Partners of the Month plaque as Nick approaches. Nick tells Schanke he is glad he's back. Schanke apologizes for his behavior and Nick calls it temporary insanity. Schanke asks Nick if he is ever felt fed up with one life and moved onto another. Nick tells him that he has been there and done it with a semi disgusted look on his face. Schanke asks for a ride home, then mentions that he is going to learn to love the cold, and that Myra wants to learn to snow shoe. Nick gives Schanke the car for the day and turns down Schanke's offer to fix the heater due to the expense. Nick tells him not to and to use the money for Myra's skis instead. The Partners of the Month plaque rests on Schanke's desk.

The end.
Curiouser and Curiouser

Season 2, Episode 19 (aired as episode 22)

Written by Phil Bedard and Larry Lalonde

Directed by Jon Cassar

Guest stars:

Carol Lewis..............................  Judith Scott

Alicia Carpenter.......................  Dyanne DiMarco

Larry........................................  Steve Cumyn

Monica - female mortal............  Carla Renee

Nick enters the Raven and heads through the crowd to the bar where Janette is. Nick needs a break from work overload and she offers him rest and relaxation as she kisses him. They discuss the new Raven Matchbooks Miklos ordered, apparently not understanding the concept of low-key.

Gunmen announce their arrival with a rifle shot. There are too many mortals for the vampire to reveal themselves. The trigger-happy robbers take everyone's property. Nick tries to whammy a robber and fails. A terrified young woman is shot, and dies a few minutes later with Nick by her. Janette tells Nick that it is not his fault, but he does not believe her.

Cohen tells Natalie that the shooters were on probation and had a long, violent rap sheet. Natalie tries to tell Nick that it is not his fault, that if the vampires had reacted there probably would be more dead. That they could not have whammied all the mortals because some might be resisters. Nick barely reacts, and will not let Natalie put her arm around him. Natalie seems a little envious of Janette, partially because Janette knows him so much better than she does. Cohen deflects Schanke as enters and heads for Nick, telling Schanke that Nick's okay, and that he is blaming himself for the woman's death. Schanke's relieved Nick's okay. She tells Schanke that Nick saved lives and hopes Internal Affairs sees it that way, to which Schanke makes a negative response. Schanke walks over to Nick and tries to give him some compliments and a little pep talk. Nick thanks him and tells him it is not going to change the facts and leaves. Natalie silently stops Schanke from following with a hand on his arm. Janette is the only one Nick allows to touch him as she stops him, putting an arm around him, even if only momentarily. Natalie and Schanke are saddened because they cannot help their friend.

Inside the loft, Nick's holding a glass of red blood wine and has a brief flashback to his first week as a vampire, in 1228 Paris, France. His feeding has satisfied him, yet leaves an odd look on his face. When he sets his wineglass down it's white wine.

Schanke is pounding on the door, a more aggressive, bossier version of himself. He is not happy that Nick turned off his telephone and lets Nick know. He tells Nick that they have a homicide to get to, leaving Nick a little confused by his partner's attitude. Nick grabs his jacket not noticing the child's jacket left on the coat hook. He and Schanke leave. A child's squeeze toy caterpillar rests on the piano.

Nick and Schanke are inside a CERK studio. They are outside of LaCroix's broadcasting booth watching the crime scene personnel inside of the booth. Nick is stunned to see LaCroix's been stabbed in the heart. Schanke comments that there were not witnesses, no weapon was found, and that he was found by the cleaning crew. Schanke comments that one of his disturbed listeners must have had enough, and killed him. When Schanke sees Nick's reaction he sarcastically comments on Nick that maybe Nick can say a few creepy words at the funeral, since he's the Nightcrawler's biggest fan. Nick's calling out for Natalie. Schanke's surprised he's calling her Natalie and tells Nick that she has been there and gone.

Nick goes to the Raven anxiously calling out to Janette, but it is completely empty and silent. There is no sign what so ever it was a crime scene tonight. He senses something's wrong and is a little worried.

Nick goes to the morgue and calls out for Natalie. Other than the sheet-covered body, it is empty as well. Nick pulls the sheet off the top half of the naked body and sees LaCroix laying on the autopsy table, the chest wound barely visible. Nick is sad and shocked by this.

Nick flashes back to his first week as a vampire. LaCroix asks Nick if he liked his dinner. When he sees that Nick did, he tells Nick how the skin of a beautiful woman is like the sweetest fruit, and the blood like the rarest wine, that it tingles the palate and intoxicates the brain. That there is nothing that can compare to it. LaCroix tells Nick that his first week of feeding has gone very well, that he has adapted much faster than some and that he is proud of him. He tells LaCroix that something is not right and LaCroix tells him to give it time, that they all go through it at the beginning. When Nick's confused LaCroix tells him that the last embers of his mortal conscience take a little time to die out, that the guilt will ease when he sheds the last of his mortality. Nick seems saddened by this and LaCroix warns him that he must kill his righteousness, that it is dangerous to let it grow and fester, that there will be consequences.

Inside the morgue, Nick grabs LaCroix's shoulder, sadly and angrily tells him to wake up, his anger increasing as he grabs him by the shoulders and shakes him, demanding that he wakes up. Finally, his tone softens as he realizes it is not going to happen. Pain and confusion show on Nick's face.

Inside the precinct, Nick is studying the Raven matchbook as he is waiting for someone to pick up the telephone at the Raven, but no one does. Schanke sarcastically asks Nick if work is interfering with his personal life too much, causing Nick to give him an odd look. Natalie approaches and in an all business-like tone, tells him that Lewis from IA wants to talk to him before he leaves. She asks if there are any leads on the Nightcrawler case. Schanke informs her that metallic traces were found in the wound, which means the weapon was a knife. Nick's reaction shows it is not possible because metal does not kill a vampire. Schanke comments that it was probably one of the nutso listeners. Nick is confused why Natalie is asking Schanke police questions. She asks if he has the show log tape and Schanke tells her they'll go over them with Carpenter in the sound lab. Captain Natalie Lambert compliments Schanke for another job well done. Schanke orders his partner to follow him.

Natalie walks away and Nick follows her, upsetting her when he touches her and calls her Nat. She tells him not there, not then as she shrugs off his arm. It is like a reverse of what happened at the Raven. She looks around nervously as if someone's watching and listening, then softly tells him to call her at home and walks away. He wants to know when she stopped being the coroner and became the captain.

Schanke orders Nick to come with him, telling Nick that IA is going to really make him squirm over the previous time this happened.  Confused, Nick asks about it and gets a few comments from a puzzled Schanke as they head out. They are off to find out about the Nightcrawler. Nick comments that they should start at the Raven which surprises Schanke, who sternly tells him that they'll go if he can handle it. Nick tells him that the Nightcrawler used to hang out there and is hoping Janette can shed some light on it. When Schanke does not have any better ideas they head for the Raven.

Inside the Caddy, Schanke is driving, but it is quiet outside of LaCroix's voice coming out of the radio, telling his listeners that they are mourning the loss of a dear friend. Nick is confused, as the Nightcrawler is supposed to be dead.

LaCroix is in white on a chessboard floor commenting on how you can be alive one moment and lying there broken and shattered the next, as very brief flashes of the shooting are seen. That they are not recoverable, beyond reach, beyond hope as the young woman dies. He asks if there is a God and if that God is sane.

Inside the once again busy Raven, Schanke comments on how quickly the patrons got over the robbery homicide. Nick's at the bar and is very surprised and confused when Janette turns out to be Cohen all dressed up like Janette, but in red. Cohen's questioned by Nick, who whammies her. She owns the Raven, has never heard of LaCroix, and believes that vampires do not exist. Her Burgundy turns out to be pure wine, puzzling him but relieving him as well. Schanke comments that he found no information and that the club could use a bit of upgrading, to which she disdainfully comments that he'd prefer wet T-shirt contests, chicken wings and a big screen television. She seems a little concerned that Nick is having a relapse. Nick gets his I have to leave now expression and splits. Schanke tries to stop him but Cohen tells him not to unless he wants to push Nick over the edge. He does not like her interference.

Nick arrives home, steps on a baby squeaky toy and is surprised. He's confused as well, but decides not to pay it much attention. He heads for his fridge, sees magnetic letters on it and gets a shock when he opens it and finds it full of food, a baby bottle is up front. He has no idea why there is a baby bottle in his fridge.

Janette comes downstairs to ask how his night went looking like a tired housewife. She goes back upstairs a bit frustrated when the baby starts to cry, as she'd just got him settled down. She returns and coldly tells Nick he never talks to her anymore, that corn beef hash is all they can afford, that they're two months behind on the rent and that the baby doesn't have it's own room, in tears. She does not like the loft but he sees nothing wrong with it. She is in tears as she tells him that they need him, that she needs him. He sees how much pain she is in through her eyes. She gets him to open up to her, but he's confused and a little angry as he tells her about the shooting at the Raven and that their master, LaCroix, is dead. She is worried that it is happening again, but he has no idea what happened.

LaCroix's again standing on the chessboard asking if there is a God as the police photographer is taking pictures of the Nightcrawler's dead body at CERK. Then has Nick asking Janette about LaCroix, and Cohen being asked the same question, but this time she's Janette. Then back to LaCroix in white asking if the God has to be sane.

Nick and Janette are staring at each other, both upset. When the baby cries again Nick leaves despite her calling out to him, tears in her eyes. She looks devastated.

Inside the police sound lab, Schanke, Nick and Alicia Carpenter are listening to a tape of the Nightcrawler talking about how nasty the world is, that no one can be forgiven for the sins of the past. It is the tape from the night when he was murdered. Schanke comments on guilt being the topic and that the Nightcrawler is a nutcase. They listen to the tape for the background sounds and hear how guilt is for the weak and harboring it denies you freedom.

Inside the broadcast booth at CERK LaCroix comments on being a captive, a slave, that the strong do what they must to survive. A caller with a muffled voice tells LaCroix that he's his assassin and is cut off by LaCroix with the comment that someone is in a bad mood.

Inside the sound lab, more filters are used to pick up the sound of a clanging buoy telling them the killer is near the lake. Nick's called back to the precinct by IA.

Inside an interrogation room, Nick's grilled by Carol Lewis of IA. She has nothing nice to say as she rips Nick apart. She tells him the psych profile was quite disturbing stating that he doesn't play well with others, doesn't follow the rules, seems arrogant, and doesn't seem to care about the safety of others. He tries to deny it, but knows anything he says will be twisted around. She tells him he mistrusts his fellow officers and is a loose cannon who gets a kick out of pulling his gun and flashing his badge. Nick again tries to deny it but she twists it around. She goes on and her comments seem to hit too close to home, at least according to his tortured expression. She tells him that all of his deepest fears, the guilt and pain he is caused is boiling just below the surface. Once again she's hitting way to close to home for his comfort.

Nick flashes back to jumping the gunmen and the girl accidentally getting shot.

Lewis tells him that cops make mistakes and people die as Nick flashes back to the young woman dying on the Raven's floor.

LaCroix is standing on the checkerboard floor reciting more wonderland doublespeak, asking if everything in Nick's world is wrong, that it should be.

Nick is in the Caddy, listening to LaCroix.

Nick arrives at Natalie's apartment and is surprised to see the elegant dress she is wearing. She pulls him inside commenting that that dress is for him alone, then hangs out of the doorway, checking the hall. She closes the door and wraps her arms around his neck waiting for her kiss, telling him she has been waiting all week for tonight. He's confused and lost. She comments on how an IA grilling would spoil the mood for her too as she drags him into the living room to change his mood. She fixes them a drink as she tells them that they are in trouble if caught and that his wife's bound to figure it out. That she does not want to have to transfer again. She playfully tries to seduce him on the couch but does not succeed. She orders him to drink and he chokes on the single malt Scotch. She tells him things will be okay and listens as he talks, but quickly realizes that things are not okay.   He might be losing it again. She is afraid and worried as she tells him that he cracked up and if it is happening again he needs to immediately get help. That he should go home and get some sleep. He tells her he knows he needs help, but does not know where to get it.

Nick is, at the loft trying to figure it all out. LaCroix's picture suddenly appears on the black television screen. He tells Nick about his guilt and about how Lewis from IA nearly had it right.   He had warned Nick. He's standing behind Nick as Nick looks into the small wall mirror and Nick that their story still has to be worked out, that he does not like being dead because it's annoying and that he will have his revenge.

Nick wakes Janette as he shouts for LaCroix. She is angry at him for waking up the baby. She wants to know where he has been for the last several hours because he was not at work. She finds his "out" excuse to be getting a little thin. She angrily warns him not to walk out on her again. Nick leaves telling her he has to leave before he loses his mind.

Schanke is at the sound lab listening to the tape with Carpenter. They find stadium crowd noise as if the killer lived near the SkyDome or the warehouse district, which is Nick's area. Nick tells her to play it again because he heard something. Nick hears the muffled sounds of a crying baby, but is the only one to hear it.

Nick's back at the Raven talking to Cohen about the last time, trying to figure out what happened. Amanda tells him about his disturbing stories about vampires and blood drinking as if he was a real vampire, that the stories were fascinating at first, but then became creepy. When he asks if he was crazy, she tells him that he was some piece of work. She is surprised he does not remember, and worries that it might be happening again and offers to pay for therapy. He tells her he does not know if he is having a relapse. He kisses Cohen like he does Janette and it is like kissing a relative.

Back at the precinct, Captain Lambert tells him that IA has suspended him without pay, to turn in his badge, which he tosses to Schanke looking deeply hurt and confused. She tells him she is sorry but it may be the best thing for him.

Nick enters the loft and sees Janette asleep, head on the table. Nick squats down beside her and she wakes, telling him that they just went to sleep. He apologizes for earlier. He tells her he was suspended and she asks if he is no longer satisfying the Captain. Nick is shocked to realize she knows about the affair, and then realizes there is no reason she should not know about it. She asks him what happened to his vitality, his humanity, and his life. That somewhere he lost faith in them and that he needs to deal with turning away from them, from what he'd become, and that he shootings are not what's driving him crazy, that it's his guilt over losing his humanity. She takes the baby up to bed, telling him to deal with it before it destroys him.

Nick finds the blade LaCroix was stabbed with inside the fireplace, up behind the mantel and remembers stabbing LaCroix. There is blood on the blade. LaCroix tells Nick that now that he knows how the killer is, he will get his revenge. Nick just stares at the dagger confused and worried.

LaCroix's monologue is part of the comments running through his mind. Nick's shocked to learn that he is the killer as he flashes back to the stabbing at CERK and sees the knife sticking out of LaCroix's chest. LaCroix comments that it is time for the son to kill the father.

Nick's out driving and flashes back to various friends' comments about his life and recent behavior, all of which make sense yet, are totally out of place, totally crazy. He also sees the robbery and the girl's death. He cannot shake the images no matter how hard he tries, and looks as if he is truly losing it.

Nick enters the radio station, blade in hand and hears LaCroix comments that it is time to kill him. Nick stabs LaCroix in the heart with the metal blade and LaCroix falls dead into his chair, but a moment later asks Nick if that freed him of his guilt, then dies again.

Nick is in his car heading for the Raven. It is once again deserted. He cries out for Janette, but finds LaCroix, dagger still sticking out of his chest. When Nick comments that he can't kill LaCroix that way, LaCroix tells Nick that he's been expecting it. That Nick's twisted world is a product of his guilt. That he is married to Janette, having a torrid affair with Natalie, being bossed around by Schanke and confessing all to Cohen. Nick realizes that it is everything he's denied them. LaCroix tells him that it's everything Nick feels guilty about and more, that it's eight centuries worth coming back to haunt him, that if he'd listened to him, it would never have happened.

LaCroix tells him that vampires cannot handle guilt, that it builds up and destroys them. LaCroix warns him that he's just pushed it back with this fantasy world, and that it will return stronger if he doesn't release it, that he has to let it go. Nick tells him that he cannot, that he cannot let go of his feelings and become cold and heartless. LaCroix beats the crap out of Nick to release his guilt and knocks him through a window to release Nick's biggest guilt, that he is alive.

Schanke is banging on the lift door, waking Nick. The wineglass on the coffee table once again has the red blood wine in it. When Nick opens the lift door, Schanke enters asking Nick why he turned off his telephone, that the IA verdict is in, and that the Captain wants to see him. Schanke's confused and concerned when Nick asks who the captain is. He humors Nick and tells him it's Cohen. Nick's quite relieved, but still a little worried as they head off to work.

Inside the bullpen, Cohen approaches much like Captain Lambert did and reads from IA's report, which totally clears Nick and praises his actions. Everyone's quite relieved, Nick especially. Cohen tells Nick there is nothing to feel guilty for and he tells her that guilt is something you have to live with.

As Nick is leaving, he hears Officer Lewis telling Cohen that a homicide at a radio station just happened. Nick looks momentarily worried.

The end.

Near Death

Season 2, Episode 12 (aired as episode 23)

Written by Phil Bedard and Larry LaLonde

Directed by Nicholas J. Gray

Guest stars:

Dr. Dianna Linsman..................... Julie Stewart

Dr. Alex Nystrom........................ Colin Fox

Dr. Naomi Ross........................... Amanda Tapping

Dr. Joel Becker............................. Paul-Emile Frappier

The Guide..................................... Dyanne DiMarco

Dr. Julian Welner.......................... Paul R. Rutledge

A terrified guy is running for his life through a field, stumbles, gets back up and runs. He trips and falls. Something seems to catch up with him before he can get back up.

The guy is dead, his body lying beside the train tracks. Natalie Nick and Schanke are there as it is now a crime scene. Natalie tells them that there is no sign of trauma, no scent of alcohol on his breath, no sign of seizure, and they will have to wait for the toxicology reports. Schanke is teasing Natalie because she cannot find a cause of death. She is frustrated and a bit cranky as she tells them that the guy just dropped dead.

Inside the precinct, Nick and Schanke are discussion Myra's birthday, her expensive hobbies, ice-climbing being the latest one and how birthdays mean you are that much closer to death. Schanke asks Nick if he thinks about it and Nick tells him that he tries not to, and that he has never died. Nick wishes Myra a happy birthday via Schanke. Cohen comes out and tells them that the victim was identified as Dr. Julian Welner and was reported missing from The McCallum Neurological Institute. She tells them that Natalie wants to see them because the case is getting stranger.

Inside Natalie's office, she tells Nick and Schanke that the toxicology report came back clean, leaving her as confused as before. Schanke asks if the guy is really dead and Natalie reassures him the victim's truly dead. She tells them she found advanced prostate Cancer, but it did not kill him. She tells them Julian should not be dead, that his brain just quit working. She grumbles that she cannot list death as the cause of death, leaving her right back where she started. Nick comments that they need evidence of foul play to have a case, which Natalie gives them as she tells them the body was moved.   In addition, she says that there was no soil on the bottom of his shoes, so he did not walk there. She tells them he died indoors somewhere. Nick comments that he'd like to see what kind of work they're doing at McCallum Neurological Institute, causing Schanke to comment that they do not have a neurospeak translator. Natalie silently volunteers and is happy when Nick tells her she can come.

Inside the McCallum Neurological Institute, Natalie, Nick and Schanke are talking about life, death, how Myra's birthday has Schanke all doom and gloom. Dr. Alex Nystrom, the boss, gives them Julian Welner's file and tells them Julian was part of a team studying states of consciousness, that they're a research lab and do experiments. Schanke's a smartass asking if they switch brains between animal species, but gets a smartass response back from Nystrom that they've been doing that for some time, shocking Schanke. Natalie's amused as she knows it is all a joke, a hint of it shows. When Nick tells Nystrom he would like to meet the other team members, he is taken to them.

Inside another lab Nick, Natalie and Schanke are introduced to two of the teammates, Dr. Naomi Ross and Dr. Joel Beckett, the third one Dr. Linsman is in her office. Nystrom leaves. Natalie looks around at the equipment as she listens to her friends questioning the doctors. Nick, Schanke and Natalie learn that the coworkers knew Julian had Cancer, was fighting it and seemed to be taking it quite well. Natalie asks what their project is and when Schanke asks her to translate it into English tells him that they are studying the part of the brain that keeps you awake. Natalie and Naomi go off to talk about the work.

Nick goes off to talk to the third doctor, unaware she is walking in a barren patch of land somewhere, in a bizarre vision.

Nick knocks on Dr. Dianna Linsman's door and sees she is seated behind her desk. Nick questions her about Julian and his Cancer. She tells him that it never really has a good chance of going away, but he was really optimistic and hopeful it would, commenting on how the mind can perform miracles when they're believed in strongly enough. That it is hard to believe, and hard to accept that Julian is dead. She tells him that she has seen a lot of death and it is always hard to handle, asking him how he deals with it. He tells her that he does not handle it any better or worse than anyone else does.

Natalie is talking with the doctors, translating for Schanke. When Schanke asks if they use humans, Beckett tells Schanke that it would be unethical, and that is too bad. Schanke's shocked, thinking he's in Dr. Frankenstein's lab, not realizing there's a little teasing going on.

Nick's talking with Linsman, hearing how she did her residency at GlenCross and how she will never forget the first death she saw.  It was a horribly injured woman who barely looked human, but was aware of everything going on around her.  Then, right as she died her eyes became incredibly clear as if her spirit was looking back from the other side, telling her not to fear death.

Back with Natalie and Schanke, they are learning about the Cortical Tomography device that allows examination of the brain without invasive procedures. Natalie tells Schanke that it studies levels of consciousness. Beckett tells Natalie it measures the electrical synapses between whole neurons without invasive procedures. Natalie's a little embarrassed and disgusted by Schanke's wisecracks, but finds the device quite interesting.

Nick is talking with Linsman about death, the afterlife, and how people come back changed after a near death experience.

Nick flashes back to the night in 1228 when he was brought across. LaCroix tells Nick to give himself to LaCroix and he will get 10,000 lifetimes. That he will receive a gift, which will transform his existence in ways mere mortals, cannot contemplate.

Back in the present, when Dianna tells Nick that there is a place between life and death, he asks how she knows. He is told that she has been with people who have been there and lived. Nick thanks her and leaves.

Nick and Schanke are in the front seat of the Caddy, Natalie's in the back seat, leaning on the front seat. Schanke is grumbling about the Neurological Institute, that it's like the people there are Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde. Natalie comments that the stories matched which has Schanke commenting that they were rehearsed. Schanke asks if they were on the level.

Nick has a flashback to a doorway in the sand, himself about to walk through it as Dr. Linsman's voice tells him that there's a doorway between life and death. The guide's voice tells Nick he must choose. Meanwhile outside of that place, Nick is hungrily sucking from LaCroix's wrist.

Schanke grumbles for Nick to mentally rejoin them. He asks if Linsman is on the level.  Nick comments that it depends on what level they are talking about. Schanke tells them that he thinks one of the three doctors did it, since the body was moved. Nick tells them they have no motive. Schanke comments that they are all scientists are crazy, especially research scientists, annoying Natalie. Nick subtly indicates Natalie and Schanke quickly comments that she is okay, but she does not look real happy. She tells them that maybe there is more going on than they said, maybe an experiment they are not talking about, one that got out of hand. Schanke does not like hearing about human guinea pigs. Nick comments that they still do not know if they have a murder or not. Schanke reminds him the body was moved.
Nick's in the Raven, lost in thought, as he remembers LaCroix and Janette calling out to him as he was making the life or death decision. When Janette gets his attention, he asks her what it was like to come across. She tells him it was very intense. How there was nothing at first, then she felt everything, that it was intense. She tells him about the bright light and the door, the choice between life and death. That if LaCroix had not called to her, she would have walked through the door. When Nick asks her if she felt she had a choice, she tells him that she does not consider death a choice and neither does he. He leaves.

At the Neurological Institute, Dianna Linsman is walking across a sandy dune and screams when a hand reaches up from below the sand and grabs her. It is Julian.

It turns out that she is part of some sort of test with the Cortical Tomography apparatus. She comes around with the other two doctors right beside her, monitoring things. She tells them it is getting more disturbing, that Julian was there and asks if they killed him. The male doctor reassures her they did not.

Nick is not happy to hear about their experiment as he listens from the hallway.

The three doctors continue to talk while Naomi tells them they had her under too long, and that it is getting too dangerous.

They break up for the night, some disagreement brewing between Naomi and Beckett. Naomi is so lost in her own thoughts she does not notice Nick as she walks past him, even if he is hiding in the intersection.

Nick enters Dianna's office and asks about the experiments. She tells Nick that he must hear her through and he agrees. That the device reads synaptic field impulses, which Nick already knows, deals with consciousness levels. She tells him that they are "flatlining" but that word is a movie term. When Nick comments on them purposely inducing brain death, she tells him that it does not harm the body and they have been doing it for research, believing it has great therapeutic potential. That she saw the results first and at GlennCross when three terminal patients came back changed physically, psychologically, and that their cancers went into remission. That near death experiments have changed lives, helped people confront and beat their demons, and their illnesses.  They learn that they can battle in this world what they can in that world.

Nick asks if it's connected to Julian's death, and she tells him that Julian wanted to go under and battle his cancer, but doesn't know why he didn't chose to come back. That it could have been that he lost the battle or chose not to come back, or something could have stopped. She tells Nick that they did everything possible to resuscitate him. Since she is already in trouble, she admits to their moving the body. Nick's a little surprised and disappointed. She tells him that they were doing revolutionary work on understanding death, life, and the brain. He reminds her that she committed a crime, but she tells him it would be a crime if they were stopped. Nick's expression says that he has to know what it's like and asks if she has had one. She tells him that she saw there is more to life than death, and you get a chance to confront yourself.

Nick flashes back to his near death experience, and is told he must choose.

She tells him that she wants him to try it so he can truly understand how important their work is. He's tempted but turns her down. His expression shows he is torn about if he should do it or not.

Inside Nystrom's office, he's angrily chewing Naomi out, and tells her and her teammates careers are over.

Inside the morgue, Natalie tells Nick they have to shut the project down.  It does not matter if a few emergency room patients went into remission afterwards, because spontaneous remissions do occur that have nothing to do with near death experiences. That when the brain senses it's dying it does everything it can to survive, even flooding the brain with intense signals, which is what people see as the bright light. That it is nothing more than a naturally induced hallucination. Nick comments that people have seen more than that. She comments that there is an afterlife but you cannot just visit it anytime you want. He admits he has not told her everything about the night he was brought across.

Nick flashes back to that night in 1228, and to the doorway again as the two are intercut in his tale. Janette and LaCroix are concerned Nick might choose death and both want him to survive for their own reasons. Nick is walking towards the door curious and confused about it. Both vampires sense he's going towards the light, but LaCroix's not about to lose his prize and bites his own wrist. Nick is torn between the female guide's voice and those of Janette and LaCroix. The vampires tell him the light is for the weak, while the guide tells him the opposite, and that if he chooses the darkness he'll be lost. Back in 1228, Nick grabs hold of LaCroix's wrist and hungrily sucks on it, as he seems to have made his choice, much to the vampires' relief. Nick is rewarded with passionate kisses from Janette.

Nick tells Natalie that he chose to come back, that he had to know what it was like to live as a vampire. Natalie is deeply concerned. He tells her that he wants to go back and make the choice he did not make last time, to go through the door. Natalie's further worried and disturbed that he wants to die.

Dianna Linsman's boss is telling her that he is going to the cops. She tells him that he cannot, that their work is a medical breakthrough. He starts to leave and she impulsively stabs him in the back of the neck with a long, thin, metal rod. He falls to the ground dead. She's shocked and horrified.

Nick calls Dianna from the loft, asking her if she still wants him to try it. When she tells him she does, he tells her to bring the device to his apartment so they will not be disturbed.

The Neurological Institute is now a crime scene. Police cars are outside with Natalie and Schanke inside the building. Schanke shows her the sign out sheet for the three doctors and tells her that the murder time is probably one of those times. Natalie asks where Nick is and hears that he is out with the flu.

Nick and Dianna are at the loft with brainwave dampening device. It is all set up and ready to use. Nick stretches out on the couch, his head in the headpiece. When he confirms he's ready to start she tells him nothing can go wrong and starts the device, telling him he'll feel tingly then fall asleep and feel like he's dreaming.

Inside Nystrom's office, Natalie tells her coworker to handle the prelim as she searches the room visually for the device. Natalie freaks out when she sees the Synaptic Field Generator is missing. Beckett enters, having been called in. Natalie very anxiously asks where the Synaptic Field Generator is and that she knows all about it. He tells her that it is in another room and she runs to that room, having a very bad feeling.

In the loft, the machine is humming along.

Natalie looks into Dianna's office where the brainwave device is supposed to be. She is angry and frustrated as she mumbles that it is not there, which causes Schanke to ask what is missing.

The machine seems to be fine and all brain function is slowing down according to the EEG.

Natalie pulls out her cell telephone and anxiously calls the loft, growing more worried when there is no answer. Schanke does not understand her near panicked state, figuring Nick is probably sleeping. Naomi telling Beckett that it is all her fault distracts him. Naomi tells Beckett that she told Nystrom about the experiences. Schanke approaches them and asks what they are talking about. Beckett stops Naomi from saying anything and gets them both hauled down to the precinct for questioning. Schanke approaches Natalie at the elevators and grows worried seeing her frightened, helpless look. He demands to know if it is about Nick and insists to be told about what's going on. Natalie knows she has to tell him and tells him they do not have time now. Schanke tells her he is driving.

Inside the loft, Dianna is telling Nick he is almost there and that she did it to change human understanding and save countless lives.

Schanke puts out an APB on Dianna as he speeds off.

Inside the loft, Dianna explains that Nystrom was too close-minded, too scared and tried to stop her. The machine suddenly reacts unexpectedly to his vampire physiology and draws more power from the machine than it should.

In the car, Schanke tells Natalie he cannot believe Nick is going to hook himself up to the machine. Natalie firmly states that he will not if she has anything to do with it.

Inside the loft, the machine draws ever-increasing amounts power, panicking Dianna, who finally comments that it's not human. There are some flashes of Nick's past before the machine shorts out. Dianna realizes that Nick's in major trouble.

Nick is tossed into in the same desert like place, the doorway is there. He stands and starts walking towards it.

In the car, Schanke asks Natalie why she did not tell him, and hears that she promised Nick she would not. Natalie gets Schanke to promise her that whatever happens it will stay between the three of them. He hesitates but her worried, scared; pleading look gets him to agree.

In the afterlife, the Guide resembles LaCroix this time, which is different from the time that they have met once before, 800 years ago. Nick remembers the woman and asks why he looks like LaCroix. The Guide tells Nick he mirrors the condition of Nick's soul, and that there is still great evil infesting the greater part of what Nick is. Nick does not want to hear this. Nick asks if he is dead and the Guide tells him it depends on why he is there. Nick admits that he made the wrong choice 800 years ago and wants to correct it by going through the doorway. The guide comments on Nick searching for absolution, which Nick confirms, then asks Nick if he is ready to face the consequences and when Nick admits he is, the Guide shows Nick the true state of his soul. Nick is shocked and repulsed to see himself looking like a rotting corpse, lying on Natalie's autopsy table with maggots crawling on his chest.

Inside the car, Schanke asks Natalie why Nick would do such a crazy thing as they speed to the loft. Natalie confirms its crazy. Schanke asks why Nick is playing with his life like that, that he is too smart to do something that stupid. Natalie comments that Nick's complicated, unable to say much more than that without revealing his secret. Schanke comments that he wants to know what's on the other side, but does not take a field trip there to find out. Natalie's annoyed with both the situation and Nick, as well as worried.

Back in the afterlife, the Guide tells Nick that he's seeing the soul of a vampire in it's true state, deformed by the evil it embraced, and that it's Nick's soul. Nick refuses to accept this, upset by the very idea, and tells the Guide about all the good work he has done. He very angrily tells the Guide that is not what he is now. The Guide tells him he is not there to pass judgment, but to show him the truth, which is all the innocents he's murdered to appease his hunger. There is a brief flashback. The Guide tells Nick that he must finish his task before he can be forgiven, and that is to raise his victims from the dead. Nick tells the Guide he wants to get it over with and the Guide reminds him that is his choice.

Back in the loft, Dianna's telling Nick that she's not a murderer and never meant to kill anyone, that the world needs her work because it can prevent much suffering and death.

Outside the loft, Schanke and Natalie arrive.

Back in the in-between, the Guide tells Nick that if he steps through the doorway his soul will be mortal and will be judged.  Nick realizes that he is damned.

Schanke enters the loft gun drawn, Natalie right behind him, and he angrily orders Dianna away from Nick. Natalie runs over to Nick, checks him for life signs, and tries not to panic when she finds none. Dianna tells her the machine overloaded. Natalie demands to know how long Nick has been dead and hears that it has been a few minutes. Schanke's shocked, sees Natalie doing CPR and fears losing a partner and friend.

Back in the in-between, the Guide asks Nick what he it is he admires most, and Nick admits it is Humanity. The Guide asks Nick what that is to him, if it is a species. Nick realizes that it's a state of being, of Grace and tells the Guide this. The Guide tells him that is the path to forgiveness.

In the loft, Natalie asks Dianna how the machine works.  When she learns it blocks neural transmission she searches her mind for how to save Nick, and realizes she needs one hell of a jolt to jump-start Nick's heart.

In the afterlife, Nick comments that he's been waiting centuries and the Guide sympathetically tells him that there's much more work for him to do because his debt to humanity is not yet paid. Nick realizes he must go back or his soul will be damned, sounding somewhat enthusiastic about it.

Natalie's still thinking about it and tells Schanke she needs rat poison, a spoon and a candle. Schanke asks her why she needs the rat poison as he quickly gathers the items. She tells him that in low doses the Strychnine in it is a stimulant.

The afterlife Guide tells Nick that because he entered as a vampire, it might be too late to go back, and the humanity he desecrated is the only thing that can save him. The doorway vanishes, trapping Nick in the afterlife.

Natalie melts the poison, fills the syringe and injects it into Nick as she tells him not to leave her. She tries to speed its journey through his body as she pleads with him not to leave her. She tells Schanke to pound on Nick's chest and he does so, as hard as he can, asking Nick to come back to them. After a few hard hits, Nick's body jerks back to life and he gasps for breath. The afterlife version vamps out and growls. Nick suddenly sits up and Natalie supports him. Schanke is greatly relieved. Natalie reassures Schanke that Nick's okay. Nick seems stunned he made it back.

Schanke is talking to Cohen via the telephone telling her he is taking Dianna to the hospital for a psych evaluation. After he hangs up he comments that the file will make for interesting reading, then asks Nick what the hell was he thinking, hooking up to that device. Nick comments that he was just being thorough, which Schanke does not buy. Natalie's not happy with Nick and lets him know with a look. Schanke asks what's there and Nick tells him there is nothing, upsetting Natalie because she knows he is lying. It scares the hell out of Schanke. Nick reminds them they are alive. Schanke asks Natalie what she meant when she told him Nick was dead and she apologizes, commenting that it was just her fear making it seem worse than it was and Nick was never dead. Schanke tells Nick he will not be getting over this any time soon. Some of Natalie's anger is heard as she comments that she knows how Schanke feels. Schanke leads Linsman out of there, as she is withdrawn into herself.

Natalie's a little cheerier and asks Nick if he learned anything from his near death experience and he tells her that he learned he has to live with the decision he made 800 years ago. He has learned that you have to earn forgiveness among the living.

The end.

Baby, Baby

Season 2, Episode 14 (aired as episode 24)

Written by Maurice Ruvinsky

Directed by Geraint Wyn Davies

Guest stars:

Serena.................................... Denise Verieux

Trilling................................... Page Fletcher

St. Mandrake......................... Richard Blackburn

Emile..................................... Nicu Branzea

Armand.................................. Pierre Peloquin

Louise.................................... Maxim Roy

At a construction site, a body hits the ground rather hard.

Nick and Schanke arrive. The victim, Stan Ericson, reportedly jumped. Nick asks why are they there, hearing the first worker to Stan thought he heard Stan say he was pushed, the gurgling sound of his dying breath made it hard to be sure. Nick 's revulsion shows as Schanke picks up a cross with a broken chain. Serena arrives dressed like a construction worker, watches then walks away. Nick asks if there are any witnesses, learning they heard the guy scream and he had a personality conflict with Calvin Trilling. Schanke points Trilling out as he's being questioned. Schanke tells Nick Trilling claimed he was with his girlfriend, who's around somewhere. Schanke turns back to Nick right after he's taken off.

Two vampires chase each other at full speed, stopping out of range of the crime scene personnel. Nick's surprised, but not too surprised to see Serena. Neither seems happy to see the other and look a bit hurt. Nick asks why she ran. She angrily tells him she knew it was him.

Inside the interrogation room Trilling identifies the cross as his. Nick asks what it was doing in Ericson's hand. Trilling comments it probably was falling with him. He'd lost it on the job site last week. The jerk Ericson probably found it but didn't tell him. He didn't kill him. He and his girlfriend just came onshift.

In another interrogation room, Schanke's questioning Serena, asking about her relationship with Trilling. She tells him they both work the nightshift and do consenting adult things. She knows Nick's on the other side of the mirror. Schanke asks if they were doing those adult things when Ericson fell. She explains they were a little preoccupied.

Cohen and Nick watch Serena's interrogation. She says Serena's smart. Natalie enters as Cohen's leaving. Natalie tells them she found multiple contusions, fractures, abrasions, and a broken neck, but can't yet support homicide. Cohen asks if she's sampled Trilling, hearing he's a scary guy. A DNA PCR is running on what she retrieved from under the victim's fingernails. Maybe they'll get a match. Nick's so captivated by Serena he doesn't notice Natalie walk up behind him and say hi. She's a little hurt, curious, surprised and worried. She sees how attractive Serena is.

Schanke's surprised to learn Serena's a welder. She tells him he's surprised because she's a woman and is really good at her job. Natalie comments she wouldn't be surprised if Serena was that good, a hint of jealousy in her voice. Serena hears Natalie and stares at her. Natalie sees the strange, hurt look on Nick's face and gets it. She asks how long ago, and who is she. Nick whispers she was a mistake.

Nick flashes back to 1922 Paris, France. Inside a nightclub, Serena is dressed like a man at a time when it was bizarre to do so. She is with her friends, a couple where the wife's in her last trimester. Serena feels the baby kick and smiles, telling her delighted friend it's a miracle. The uptight husband tells Serena it's Nature. She teases Serena she just needs man. The husband tells them she will not find one dressed like a man. Serena teasingly comments maybe she doesn't want one. She heads to the bar for a drink. She sees Nick enter and buys him a drink. Nick's surprised as Emile points to Serena. Nick holds up his glass in a thank you gesture, realizing the he is really a she. He's not quite sure what to make of her.

In the observation room, Nick tells Natalie Serena is a strong willed woman. Natalie's curious as she asks what's wrong with that. He tells her Serena will do anything it takes to get what she wants. She asks what Serena wants. Nick's confused, telling her he doesn't know. Serena's still watching them. Natalie looks at Serena.

Inside Cohen's office, she says Trilling's been arrested for assault, assault and battery, did time for armed robbery. Nick asks about the cross. Cohen tells him it could be true. Trilling has Serena as an alibi. Cohen asks Natalie if it was a fall. Natalie tells her it looks like one. Cohen tells them to keep digging and to send Trilling home. They leave the Captain's office.

Trilling and Serena are escorted to the bullpen. Nick approaches Serena while Natalie and Schanke watch. Schanke quickly realizes there's more than friendship there and tells Natalie, who doesn't see what Nick sees in Serena. Both wonder if Nick still has a thing for Serena, and are slightly concerned when Serena does not look happy to see Nick. Serena grows angry when Nick wants to talk to her. Nick tells her she has every right to be angry with him. Natalie glares as Schanke as he comments women are like that. Tempers flare when Nick grabs Serena's arm and she angrily yells for him never to touch her again. Schanke's shocked. Natalie's scared as she knows their true natures. Officers are ready to pull them apart if necessary. Nick senses everyone is watching them and lets her go. Serena and Trilling leave. Natalie and Schanke look at each other wondering what the hell that was about. Nick sees his friends worried looks and is  worried, disturbed, and angsty.

LaCroix's doing his nightly show, ranting about what kind of pain hurts the most, physical or emotional, believing emotional pain is the deepest kind of suffering. He rants about shattered pride, broken dreams. Nick's listening as he's in the Caddy observing the construction site from a distance. LaCroix comments that mistakes of the heart can be among the most painful things in the world, especially those made in the name of love.

Nick flashes back to 1922 Paris. Serena joins Nick at the bar. He comments on her looking like a man, hearing if she dresses like a woman she's treated like a delicate flower. She likes things that aren't what they appear to be, like Nick, who's not the conventional gentleman he appears to be. Nick's uneasy, especially when he hears she investigated him. She comments he's a free spirit who won't marry and have a family, making him the perfect man for her. He's amazed she accepts what he is so easily and so well. They kiss as Me and My Baby plays in the background.

Inside the Raven, Janette tells Nick Serena knew what she was getting into. Nick disagrees, admitting it was all his fault. She tells him it wasn't his fault. Serena was not innocent before she met him. Nick disagrees, telling Janette Serena was a victim. Janette reminds him every vampire is a victim in the beginning. Something seduces them and they don't know the consequences until it's too late. She tells him it's more than guilt and he tells her she's surrounded by mortals. She reminds him they're surrounded by mortals. He of all people should know that, working with mortals and having mortal friends. Nick tells her he does it for a reason. She comments that maybe she has one too. She tells him he said Serena shares his soul, so why not his quest as well?

Nick flashes back to 1922. In the bar, Serena tells him she wants eternity and he can give it to her. Nick's surprised, but keeps his expression neutral.

In the Raven, Janette asks Nick if there's a particular mortal Serena's with, teasing him slightly. Nick tells her there's a reason Serena's with him. Janette tells him it isn't sex if the mortal's still alive. She asks him what there is about Serena he hasn't told her.

Inside the bullpen, Natalie learns Schanke doesn't know where Nick is. Schanke tells her Nick's acting like he has a crush on Serena. He tells Natalie all about his embarrassing sixth grade crush on a girl. She even gets him to tell her some of his embarrassing poetry. Schanke tells her the girl told the principal and he read all his poems and notes over the loudspeaker at lunch in the cafeteria. Natalie doubles over laughing, yet feels sympathy for Schanke. He tells her he was so embarrassed he stayed home in bed for a week. Natalie asks Schanke if he thinks Nick loved Serena and is not happy to hear he probably still does. Schanke comments he thought women were sensitive. Schanke tells her Nick is probably too embarrassed to show his face there right now. Her expression shows a little hurt and some sadness.

Natalie tinkers with Nick's keyboard and realizes she's found a major break in the case, excited and uneasy about it at the same time. She calls Cohen over and tells her and Schanke that Trilling was part of a medical study in prison and is xyy. He has an extra y chromosome, which is the sex chromosome, and it's extremely rare, something like one in a million. She tells them there are conflicting report on it's effects. One report states they're more prone to violent behavior. Cohen tells her they can't arrest Trilling on that. Natalie's face lights up as an idea hits. She tells Cohen she can do a chromosome test as it's faster than DNA PCR and could have him checked against the sample in twenty-four hours. Cohen tells her to do it and leaves.

Nick follows Trilling at the construction site. Trilling ducks behind some large pipes and tells Serena he's tired of waiting, frustratedly taking her in his arms. Nick listens in as she comments his killing Ericson could keep them apart. They passionately kiss as she tells him to take it easy, hearing he doesn't want to.

Nick flashes back to 1922 again. He and Serena are in a living room, passionately kissing. Nick tells her she'd better go, and hears she wants to stay with him and wants his entire being,. He tells her he can't take that responsibility. She says she knows.

Nick's brought back to the present by Trilling kissing Serena's neck. She tells him it's just twenty-four more hours. He tells Serena he wants her now. Nick flashes back to Serena telling Nick there will be no responsibility, no guilt. They passionately kiss. Nick can't believe how accepting she is of him. Serena and Trilling's passion builds, as does the intensity of their kisses. Nick flashes back to Serena telling him in the midst of passion she knows exactly what he wants and it's what exactly what she's always wanted. Serena pushes Trilling away, telling him she has to go. She leaves. Nick flashes back to the living room and tells Serena he needs to hear the words. She tells him to take her. He vamps out and sinks his teeth into her neck.

Nick's now in his loft, his fireplace mantle the same one as from the flashback. Nick looks at it seriously, almost angrily then looks at the bottle in his hand.

That night, Nick's dressed for work and comes downstairs. He discovers LaCroix's on the balcony. LaCroix comments that Serena really has Nick distracted. Nick thanks him for coming. LaCroix curiously asks what Nick ever saw in her, asking if it was the cut of her suit or her mustache wax. Nick tells him it's her fire and her independence. LaCroix comments that's exactly what she's showing now. Nick comments she's using a mortal man for something. LaCroix says Janette told him. Nick asks LaCroix for his help. LaCroix says he's really enjoying it as he lands near Nick. Nick asks if it's truly possible to mate with a mortal. LaCroix tells him it depends on what she's after.

Nick flashes back to 1922 again. He seems content, almost happy as he wakes Serena, telling her he's given her what she wanted, immortality. She comments it's a child and he tells her eternity. She mentions a baby and he realizes there might've been a huge misunderstanding. She tells him she had a most horrible dream where he bit her, and feels the fang marks on her neck. She's now fully awake, startled, upset and horrified. Nick tells her she knew. She tells him it can't be. He reminds her she wanted eternity.

In the loft LaCroix tells Nick she wanted a baby. Nick explains she said she wanted immortality, forgetting that a baby is a mortal's immortality. He's losing his patience as he tells LaCroix he wants answers. LaCroix asks Nick what she wants now and he softly whispers she wants a baby. LaCroix comments that baby lust doesn't seem to die with the mortal spirit. LaCroix fingers the burnt spot on the door as he tells Nick there are legends . Nick asks about them. LaCroix tells him some special men can make a female vampire conceive on the thirty-first of the month under the peak of a full moon. LaCroix's face is unreadable to whether he believes or not. He tells Nick he doesn't believe. The man dies after depositing his seed and being drained of his blood by the female vampire. The baby's mortal. Nick's troubled, sensing that's what Serena's up to.

Inside Natalie's office, she tells Nick mortals apparently aren't the only ones with Old Wives Tales. She tells him from a genetic standpoint, Trilling's being xyy would make him special. He wants to know if it's possible for Trilling to impregnate Serena. Her tone grows a little exasperated, asking if he wants to know if an xyy gene can make anything possible, then returns to normal, with a hint of sadness, and jealousy, asking if he loved Serena. His tone is a little reassuring as he tells her it doesn't matter, in her eyes he betrayed her. Her telephone rings. She holds up a finger for him to hold that thought.

Schanke arrives and his mild annoyance comes through as he tells Nick it would be nice to know where he's going. Natalie can barely hear the person on the other end. She holds her hand up for silence and it works. They both look at her. She hangs up and tells them it was the blood lab. They have an xyy match. Trilling's their guy. Nick's somewhat grim expression is hard to read as he and Schanke leave.

At the construction site, Trilling is buying something when Schanke approaches and arrests him. Trilling's in shock, smacks Schanke in the face with his Thermos and takes off right before Nick arrives. Nick sees Schanke lean against the Roach Coach and runs to him, learning he's okay. Nick takes off after Trilling. There's a bit of a chase before Nick catches him. Nick has his hand around Trilling's jaw and very darkly explains he's Trilling's savior. Nick turns the handcuffed Trilling over to Schanke. Nick looks up and sees Serena at work. She looks down at him, not happy and walks away.

Serena peers through the skylight of the loft and sees Nick thinking about things. She enters telling him it's a dramatic reminder she has her own powers. He tells her he needs no reminders. She says they need to talk and is sorry to take him away from work. She asks if he's dragged the mantle with him, hearing he has because of the memories. She asks why he dredges up the past, hearing he can't undo what he did. She asks him not to take anymore. He tells her he hasn't. She learns Trilling was arrested for murder because his xyy chromosomes match those found on the victim. He questions her about that combination and is told to stay out of her business. When Nick comments it'll kill Trilling, he's reminded she murdered him and is now giving an ethics lesson. He can't let her sacrifice the guy for a baby. She tells him it will make her mortal so she can have the life in the sun she was meant to, and die of old age. He asks if it's worth a life, hearing Trilling's a violent scum who won't be missed, and Nick would do the same. He reminds her there are laws and hears they don't apply to her. She tells him he has no right to stop her. Her expression is determined and hurt while his is guilt, angst and a deep sadness.

Inside the precinct lockup, Trilling angrily yells they have nothing on him, taking his anger out on the bars. The officer warns Trilling if he keeps it up, he'll take away Trilling's shoes. Serena enters, whammies the officer into believing Serena is the Chief of Police, and springs Trilling by forcing the lock. Trilling's stunned. She tells him it is a full moon. Trilling looks at her strangely as they leave.

The full moon is partially obscured by clouds as Nick's driving around. LaCroix's voice over the radio comments on it being a night for romance. Nick calls Schanke and gets him to check the cell for Trilling, telling Schanke to humor him. Schanke reluctantly goes down there and is shocked to see the dazed officer, Mandrake, in the cell. Trilling's gone. Nick heads there quickly. Schanke asks Mandrake where Trilling is.

In the bullpen, Mandrake tells them the last thing he remembers is Trilling kicking the bars and his threatening to take Trilling's shoes. Schanke suggests Mandrake was hit over the head. Mandrake denies it. Cohen asks Mandrake if there were any visitors, hearing the Chief of Police came by, but cannot remember what the Chief wanted. Nick approaches. Mandrake tells them the next thing he remembers is he's in the cell and Trilling's gone. She dismisses Mandrake and he leaves. Cohen rejects Schanke's suggestion that Mandrake could have been hypnotized. She learns Trilling's not in the building and asks how he got out. Schanke tells her Nick had a hunch Trilling might be gone. Cohen hears Trilling's with Serena. Nick leaves. Cohen looks at Nick with an inquisitive look on her face. Schanke's look says he doesn't know what's going on.

In Serena's car, Trilling tells her the police will hunt them down, asking where they're going. She tells him higher than high in the peak of the fire, under a perfectly full moon as she gazes at the beautiful full moon.

Inside the bullpen, it's 2:15 am. Nick learns Schanke has Serena's address, tells him she won't be there, but he's going to check and see if there are any clues there. Nick checks the full moon time with the Royal Observatory. Nick tells Schanke they have forty-five minutes to find them. Nick's gone before Schanke asks why.

As Nick flies over the city searching for Serena, LaCroix tells his audience that the moon will be at it's fullest in thirty-one minutes. It will be the brightest and closest to day it ever gets. Nick enters accusing LaCroix of withholding the information, hearing it was only to protect him. LaCroix's gloating as he tells Nick the irony of it all. He tells Nick he honestly doesn't know where Serena is. Nick reminds him Trilling will die. LaCroix comments maybe it will restore the mortality Nick took from her. Nick's not buying it. LaCroix tells Nick it should relieve his guilt, and Nick should let her have her child.

Nick flashes back to 1922, in the living room. He tells Serena he thought she wanted what he had. She asks why would she want an endless darkness. She wanted her freedom and independence, not his or any man's lifestyle. He thought she knew. She figured he would let her raise their child in peace. She begs him to take it back. He looks at her with sad, longing eyes, quite upset over the misunderstanding.

At CERK, Nick tells LaCroix he needs to know the legend. LaCroix comments that Nick enjoys torturing himself, and seems to ask for help too often lately. LaCroix reluctantly relents telling him it's an ancient Celtic monstrosity, warning him he doesn't remember all of it. He tells Nick it talks about a man with power beyond his control, is generic and there's something about the union of a mortal soul. Nick asks where it's going to happen and hears legends don't have zip codes. Nick's annoyed and LaCroix repeats what Serena told Trilling, reminding Nick there's only twenty-eight minutes left. LaCroix sounds honest as he tells Nick that's all he can remember. Nick leaves.

Serena and Trilling park near the CN Tower. She tells him she has waited a long time for this, pulling him closer. She tells him she wants to make it very hot as she passionately kisses him. Their passion heats up as they kiss. He asks where she wants to do it and sees her look at the top of the Tower, grins and calls her kinky.

Schanke's checking out Serena's apartment as he talks with Nick on the phone. He found nothing. The place is like a crypt. Nick's at the construction site where the foreman is angry because she failed to show up for her shift. Nick reminds Schanke they have ten minutes left. He takes to the nearest high spot he can think of. Schanke finds labeled wine bottle in her fridge, commenting it's good wine, not realizing it's blood. Nick's disappointed Serena wasn't there and whooshes off to a new, higher spot, asking Schanke what higher than high means. Serena's not at that spot either. Schanke sees a picture of the CN Tower and asks if the world's tallest freestanding building will do. Nick sees the Tower clear across town, a good hour by car and realizes it's perfect.

Serena and Trilling stand outside a chain link fence as he tells her it's closed. She tells him to hold onto her tight, kiss her and not to let go. He does as requested and she takes off to the sky. LaCroix reminds listeners there's only five minutes left. When Trilling and Serena's kiss breaks off and he realizes they're on top of the tower. She tells Trilling to hurry as she focuses on his neck. He kisses her just as intently.

Nick walks into view, staying back by the wall as he calls her name, telling her to let him go. She reminds Nick she's doing it because of him. He made her the thing she abhors. There's sadness in his eyes as he knows it's partly his fault. She asks how can he deny her her mortality, asking if he's lost his humanity. His eyes are sadder as he doesn't know what to do. She tells him it's almost time and pleads with him to find it within his heart to give her back her life. It's her only chance and must be now.

In the flashback, Serena tells him she knows what he did and pleads with him again and again. In the present, Nick sees in her eyes how much she wants it. The flashback Serena pleads with him and starts crying.

In the present, Nick turns his back on Serena and she returns to Trilling. They're kissing and moments later lay on the floor to make love. Nick's expression is sad as he truly hopes it restores her mortality and gives her the baby she wants, his back to them.

At the chain link fence, Schanke's impatiently awaiting the keys. He tells an officer to go get the security guard and tells the other one to keep a lookout for Knight. Schanke stares up at the tower many feet away.

Nick still has his back turned as he is assaulted by memories of his own passionate lovemaking session with her. The torment shows on his face. The scene quickly cuts between Nick and Serena's passionate lovemaking and the growing torment on his face. His memories are very likely influenced by Serena's making love to Trilling just a couple of feet away. Their vampire connection as father and daughter is a part of it. Nick senses they're done and turns around. He's a little concerned to see her on her knees beside Trilling. She won't face him. He asks if she's all right but she doesn't say anything. He walks over to her and sees she's sadly crying, asking what has she done. Nick looks sad, mostly for her pain.

LaCroix's monologue comments on how the full moon distorts perceptions, clouds judgment and makes fools of everyone. Asking if that's what happened to the lovers, and if the moonbeams blinded them to the truth.

Nick holds Serena, comforting her. She tells him it was only a legend, hearing sometimes in their desperation they'll believe anything, do anything. She apologizes. He tells her it's not her fault, it's his. He pulls away from her slightly, telling her she must go. He will take care of it. She tells him she'll take care of it, and doesn't ever again want help from him. He's hurt. She leaves with a swoosh. LaCroix gives the microphone a kiss and a huge sarcastic grin. Nick looks at the sky wondering where she's going, wishing it had worked for her sake.

Schanke grumbles because they couldn't find the guard. He's surprised as he squints into the darkness and sees Nick being escorted to the fence by the guard. When Nick and Schanke are alone, Schanke asks Nick if he found anything. Nick tells him he learned how easily he can be lead like a fool. If there was anyone up there, they're long gone, a small, pleased grin on his face.

Cohen's there and hears Serena's car was at the base of the Tower with her fingerprints all over the car. Cohen questions Serena disappearing from the Tower with Trilling. Schanke suggests they took the train. She tells him it doesn't explain what happened. She's in search of a general explanation. Schanke tells her he could make something up. She asks what Nick thinks and discovers that they have not talked about it. She's getting frustrated with his not answering her questions and tells him to go home and get some sleep.

Nick's in the loft, the listening to the same song from the bar – Me and My Baby. He is remembering meeting Serena. The 1922 Serena toasts Nick with her wineglass and a smile as the song finishes.

The end.
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Schanke chases a perp down an alley. He notices sudden movement high up on the fire escape and aims for the person, ordering them to freeze. He's shocked to see it's Nick, who surrenders. The perp shoots at Schanke and he returns fire, taking down the perp. The perp's about to take another shot at Schanke. Nick shouts to him, knowing if he does not instantly act Schanke will be seriously hurt or killed. Nick flies down and knocks the perp out. Nick turns around and sees the shock on his partner's face. Schanke looks between the ground and the upper level of the fire escape wanting to know how Nick covered that distance almost instantly. Nick looks a bit worried, hoping Schanke does not figure it out, and can handle it if he does.

It is now a crime scene. Schanke is cranky and frustrated as he asks Nick when the police academy started teaching officers how to fly. Nick worriedly looks around, hoping no one's listening. Schanke is whammied into forgetting what he saw. Schanke snaps out of it and angrily yells at Nick for putting himself in the line of fire. Nick tells Schanke that it is a good thing that he is a crack shot, before walking away. He is pleased the whammy stuck.

As they walk to the car Nick asks Schanke if he is okay with the shooting. Schanke tells him he had no choice but to take him down. Nick tells him he means emotionally. Schanke tells him it is a piece of cake. Nick sees the sunrise. Schanke offers to take Nick home, take the car for the day since his in the shop, get it washed and pick Nick up for work. Nick says it sounds good, the whammy's working. He opens the trunk before handing over the keys. Schanke comments he can't be that allergic and a tan will do him good, asking what's wrong with a little sunburn. Nick tells him he doesn't tan or burn, but implodes, not looking at all happy as he climbs into the trunk. Schanke shuts the lid.

Schanke flashes back to Dark Knight, asking Nick why he won't drive a regular car. Nick surprises him with the 1962 Cadillac has more trunk space available than any car made in the last thirty years. Schanke accepts the strange but believable answer.

Back in the present, Schanke gives the closed trunk a strange look then comments about doing what you have to in order to get through the day.

In Natalie's office, Schanke tells Natalie Nick is too weird. He took him home in the trunk. Natalie explains Nick has to protect himself even if means doing some desperate things. She hands Schanke the paperwork for him to sign. He complains. She tells him officer involved shootings always require more paperwork, then asks how he is. He asks if in the years she's known him, did she ever have a feeling he was different, maybe a candidate for the funny farm, or a psycho. Natalie's worried, wondering if he'll figure it out. Schanke comments that Nick seems a little too gallant under fire.

Schanke has another flashback. In Unreality TV M-16 gunfire blasts through the door. Bobby is shot in the leg. Nick tells Schanke to get them out of there and to get backup. Tawny picks up the camera and follows Nick into the room she sees Nick jump over the balcony railing. She runs to the window in time to see Nick grab Morris.

Back in the morgue, Natalie calls out Schanke's name. He rants it is getting quite scary and dangerous because Nick acts as if he has no reason to live or cannot be killed. He does not know how Nick nearly flew in front of him to make the collar. Natalie comments Nick's not that irresponsible. He rants he rides with Nick every night and knows almost nothing about the man he trusts with his life. Natalie tells him to go home and crash, he's had a hard night. She is losing her patience. Schanke tells her he is going to start asking some serious questions about Nick. A very worried Natalie hurries after Schanke anxiously telling him to wait, but is too late.

In the loft, Nick is asleep on the couch when the telephone rings. He blindly searches for it, cuts off the message, leaves it off the hook and shuts off the ringer.

Natalie's still in her office, confused by the click of the message being off and the busy signal she gets upon the redial. She is worried because it is not like him to have the phone and answering machine off. She wonders what's going on.

Inside the bullpen, Schanke cannot reach Nick. Cohen hears Schanke rant that Nick's really starting to bug him, and always has to be the first cop in.

Schanke flashes back to Dark Knight again. He and Nick run to where a hostage is being held, identify themselves and are answered with a hail of bullets. Nick runs across the door way as he kicks it open, surprising Schanke with a detailed report. Nick tells Schanke to stay there while he goes around. Nick rushes around the building and finds the proper upper level window. He pulls the perp through the closed window, controls their fall and drops the perp into a Dumpster.

In the present, Schanke is a little calmer. He tells Cohen he must have worked fifty-two arrests with Nick and Nick's always the first cop there. Cohen nods. She asks if he is okay about the shooting. He tells her he is fine, the guy killed a security guard in cold blood. He's surprised to hear she's been there and knows he's not as tough as he's pretending to be. He tells her not to get all soft because nothing sticks to him. She tells him to see her later when it hits and not to forget the officer involved shooting reports. His expression shows he does not want to face it. She tells him they got an ID on the suspect and sent some officers to get some background and notify the family. Schanke nods and she leaves. An idea hits him and he flashes back to the shooting.

He is hiding behind the dumpster exchanging fire with the perp, who soon falls.

Schanke slips into another flashback to seeing movement on the fire escape, aiming and ordering the person to freeze. Nick surrenders. Schanke is quite surprised, wondering how he got there.

Schanke snaps back to the present and writes John Doe #199 on his clipboard. Under the known associates heading he puts Janette's name.

He flashes back to Partners of the Month. He is sitting at the Raven's bar, a little drunk. Janette finds him interesting and amusing. He tells her that he can really see her and Nick together. He tells her he knows when, drawing a surprised and concerned look from her. He says it was college. She's relieved and tells him it was closer to the renaissance. Schanke looks really confused.

In the daylight, Schanke bangs on the Raven's front door, rings the bell a few times and bangs some more. He wonders why no one is answering. He flashes back to that night when Nick gave him the keys. Schanke remembers the keys and tries them until he finds the one that unlocks the door. He enters calling out hello and Janette's name a few times, as he walks into the club. He comments he thought it was spooky when open.

He flashes back to For I Have Sinned. Schanke enters the Raven, dances with Alma and is seduced by her into the back room where he is completely overwhelmed by her kisses and further seduction. She's about to bite him when Janette sternly calls her name. Alma's not happy but has no choice but to back off. He comes out of the fog Alma had him in and is quite stunned. Janette tells him playing with Alma has fatal consequences. Schanke's inquires if he could have caught something and learns he would have become a permanent member of the nightshift. Schanke's even more freaked out and makes a run for it, Janette stops him, warning him to never ever return to the Raven.

In the present, Schanke's still looking around. He parts the chains, heading for the back hallway, calling out Janette's name. He sees he is in a room with a locked gate off to one side and a small trunk on the other. When he cannot get the lock open, he heads for the trunk. He opens it, looking around when it makes noise. Inside he finds a picture, a paperback. a black and white publicity picture of the Nightcrawler, a small framed picture that doesn't look like Janette. He slips it into his pocket. He finds a black and white picture of Nick, Janette and LaCroix in old-fashioned costumes.

He flashes back to Partners of the Month again. Schanke tells Janette it was college. She's relieved and tells him it was closer to the renaissance.

In the present, what Janette said sinks in. Schanke looks as shocked as when Nick swooped to the ground impossibly fast. Janette heads for him not happy to have her sleep disturbed, clamps her hand on his shoulder scaring the hell out of him. He drops the picture, which she catches with her vampire reflexes. Her features are normal as he faces her. She asks him what he is doing there in a soft growl as she shoves him against the gate. He's terrified and tells her it is about Nick and he's really sorry. She angrily, yet softly, tells him it had better be good.

He finds it hard to believe the people in the picture are their grandparents. She tells him the resemblance is amazing. He mumbles a confirmation. Janette comments on Schanke investigating Nick. He admits he came to her because she and Nick are friends, and their families have history going back over a hundred years. He nervously tells her he is concerned about Nick, something's not right about him, he's weird. She playfully asks about Nick being weird. He asks if she has ever seen Nick do anything bizarre or suicidal, like taking over a city bus.

Schanke flashes back to Fatal Mistake. Nick leaves the Caddy in the middle of traffic to chase and catch a bus. Alexandra slips out of the bus after it comes to a sudden stop. The bus driver angrily yells at them for nearly killing everyone. Nick searches the bus for Alexandra. Schanke threatens the driver with an evening of paperwork if he does not get on the bus and be quiet. Schanke sternly asks Nick what the hell that was.

In the Raven, Schanke tells Janette that Nick was all weird after that and wouldn't talk to him about it. Nick does outlandish things and then ignores him when he asks about it. Janette is mildly concerned and amused. He tells her how they had the perp cornered and Nick just flew right in there. He asks if she knows anything about the Nightcrawler, commenting Nick is a big fan. Janette seems concerned and tries to whammy Schanke into not digging into Nick's affairs. She tells him/whammies him to go back to work and to forget that he was here, then changes it to take the night off because he needs a rest. Schanke repeats needs a rest a few times as it blurs together and he tells her she is under arrest. She is shocked when he starts reading her her rights. He snaps out of it. Both are confused.

Schanke leaves and sees a traffic officer writing him a ticket. She asks him if he parked there and he sounds clueless, lost. After a moment he admits it not totally convincingly. Janette's whammy worked. The officer suspects something's wrong and asks to see his driver's license. Schanke pulls his badge and shows it to her. He is okay until he admits it is not his car. She asks to see the registration, which Schanke cannot find. The officer is losing her patience. He finds an old New York driver's license for Nicholas Forrester and goes back to the hunt. He tells her to let him work on it.

Inside the bullpen, Schanke tells Vera to fax Nick's registration to Traffic because he got a parking ticket in Nick's car. The old picture less license is open on the desk before him. Schanke reads off the license number and lists the expiration date as 1963, telling her to get all the usual stuff, and not tell Nick about any of it. He hangs up. Cohen sees him seriously yawning and hears the report is almost done. She tells him to go home and get some sleep. She leaves. He returns to his investigation of Nick. He sees Janette's name and it triggers a flashback to his visit to the Raven.

Janette is telling him not to probe any further, whammying him. It leads to a flashback of Nick whammying him, telling him he did not see anyone or anything fly. Schanke has another flashback to the shooting, mixed with the two whammies. Janette tells him he needs a rest. Nick tells him he did not see anyone fly and to get the car washed. Schanke sees the perp fall to the ground several times in a row.

Vera approaches and sees he is asleep. She shakes his shoulder, startling him. He says he has to wash the car and forget about flying as he is regaining his bearings. Vera looks at him confused, hearing he's fine. She hands him the paperwork from the archives and tells him to go home, that his wife called. She leaves. Schanke looks through the stapled file and is shocked by the picture on the last page. It is a dead ringer for Nick outside of glasses, a mustache and goatee. Schanke remembers the picture he swiped and holds it up to Nick's. He realizes they match as a couple. He calls Myra to let her know he is fine and something important just came up.

In Natalie's office, she does not look happy. She is worried, as Schanke is quite agitated, ranting that Janette hypnotized him, and Nick did too. She asks why. He tells her it worked, he does not know why, just they made him forget. Natalie tells Schanke to go home. He tells her she does not understand, he's been sleeping for far too long. He tells her he used to overlook stuff and make excuse for Nick, but he is not so sure anymore.

Schanke flashes back to Unreality TV. Tawny questions Schanke about Nick's skin condition. Schanke mentions Nick only works at night, has no family, shies away from social functions, has not bought him a meal, and never seems to eat.

Schanke flashes back to Killer Instinct. Nick's loft is being searched by IA. The sun bed is found, arousing questions why someone with a sun allergy would have a sun bed. Schanke says Nick's eccentric. Another officer finds the bottles of blood, bringing up more questions. Schanke's uneasy, confused, a little disgusted or repulsed.

In the bullpen, Schanke is writing notes on the clipboard when Vera approaches. She sees John Doe's allergic to sunlight, hypnotizes and needs blood. She jokes he is looking for a vampire. Schanke's shock shows, realizing it is exactly what he's looking for.

Schanke has a large stack of books about vampires on his desk, Vampyres: A to Z, The Complete Vampire Guide, The Vampire Mafia: A Worldwide Conspiracy, The Denied by Emily Weiss, Wanted: Undead or Alive. He is in the middle of reading Legends of the Undead by Julian Craig. The book says the vampire can move among mortals but only at night. The sun will incinerate them.

Schanke flashes back to Dying For Fame. Nick is in the passenger seat of the car almost totally covered with fabric or sunglasses. He is teased for taking the ozone thing a little to seriously. Nick anxiously says he's not and asks Schanke to drive.

He flashes back to earlier that night when Schanke comments on Nick riding in the trunk and he is not that allergic to sunlight, asking how a sunburn could hurt. Nick nervously watches the sunrise telling Schanke he does not tan or burn, but implodes.

Schanke reads vampires have tremendous strength and physical prowess.

Schanke flashes back to Last Act. Nick shoves Carl out the window, holding on with only one hand, vamped out and growling. Schanke enters and tells Nick to bring the perp back in. Nick relents, tossing Carl across the room. Carl rants that Nick is a monster. Nick's features are normal again as he angrily tells Schanke to get Carl out of there.

Schanke reads vampires can fly and move faster than the eye can perceive. Schanke flashes back to earlier on the fire escape. Nick lands between Schanke and the perp, knocking out the perp. Schanke reads vampires can persuade through mesmerism. He flashes back to Nick whammying him, Janette whammying him, Schanke ranting to Natalie he remembers they made him forget.

Schanke reads vampires must nourish those skills with ever increasing amounts of fresh blood, making him nervous and scared.

He flashes back to For I Have Sinned. Janette dips her finger into her wineglass and brings the blood-coated fingertip to Nick's face. Schanke enters and looks around. Janette tells Nick to taste it. Nick avoids her fingertip as if it was poison. She tells him he can't deny what he is or that he needs it as she waves her finger under his nose. He grabs her hand and pulls it away. Schanke calls out to Nick, who still has Janette's wrist. Nick playfully bites her wrist, which she likes, then walks away.

Schanke flashes back to Last Act. He sees only a square of something and several wine bottles as the fridge's contents. He asks Nick if he has an alcohol problem, hearing they were gifts and leftovers from parties. He tells them red wine is not supposed to be refrigerated, as they play ignorant.

Schanke flashes back to Killer Instinct. Inside the loft, a female officer asks why Nick has bottles of blood in his fridge. It is confirmed to be blood by the smell. Schanke is uneasy, confused, a little disgusted or repulsed muttering about blood in the fridge.

Schanke shocked by the last batch of flashbacks and what they say about his partner, the vampire. He learns the vampire is basically immortal. They go through time adopting and disposing of identities as easily as mortals change clothing.

Schanke flashes back to The Code. In the bullpen, Nick welcomes Schanke back. Schanke tells Nick he has been a real ass. Nick says they will call it temporary insanity. Schanke asks Nick if he has ever been so full of one life that you want another. Nick doesn't sound or look happy as he tells Schanke he's been there and done that, then walks away.

Schanke flips through the papers and flips past the Social Security card to a picture of Nick on some document, probably a passport. The book tells him vampires change identities, careers and are always searching, always moving. They fear symbols of redemption such as crosses.

Schanke flashes back to Bad Blood. Nick is driving when Hellman shows Nick the cross O'Neal gave her and he wildly swerves, tossing Schanke around in the backseat.

The book tells Schanke vampires form loose associations with other vampires who travel the lonely road through time with them. Schanke flashes back to the picture of Nick, Janette and LaCroix, Janette explaining it is their grandparents. He is not so sure. He reads vampires recruit new members from among their mortal acquaintances. The new vampires often remain loyal to the master vampire, the one who brought them across.

Schanke flashes back to Capital Offense. LaCroix tells his caller no matter how bleak things seem, he can always come to him, to trust him, and he is the Nightcrawler. Schanke asks Nick how he can listen to the creep, hearing it is an acquired taste.

Schanke's shocked. His partner really is a vampire. Schanke has a bunch of quick flashbacks, his face visible between them. For I Have Sinned - Janette dipping her finger into the wineglass of blood and pulling it up. Dying For Fame - Nick all bundled up in the car and Schanke in the driver's seat asking Nick if he has been to a barbecue. Last Act - Nick shoving the murderer out of the hospital window and holding him with one hand. Close Call - Nick swooping down and landing between Schanke and the perp. For I Have Sinned - Alma vamping out and leaning over about to bite Schanke's neck.

In the present, Schanke's hand very quickly goes up to his throat as he checks for bite marks or scars from them. Schanke finds the center drawer locked and picks it. Nick has the same Nightcrawler picture as Janette. Schanke remembers the book said vampires remain loyal to their master. He takes the picture back to his desk and sets the other two pictures next to it, seeing how well the three go together.

Inside the loft, Janette is suddenly behind him. He asks if something's wrong and hears he had better hope not.

Schanke enters CERK nervously calling out to Mr. Nightcrawler. Schanke finds the halls and the broadcasting booth empty He turns to leave and is nearly scared to death by the sudden, silent appearance of LaCroix. His fear shows. Schanke comments on his kind having a habit of sneaking up on people. LaCroix repeats the part about his people suspecting Schanke's figured it out or has very good suspicions of the truth.

In the loft, Janette tells Nick Schanke has made the connection between them and the Nightcrawler somehow. He asks if she has fixed it, hearing she thinks so. Natalie enters telling them there is a problem. Nick tells her he knows, Janette told him. He tells Natalie they will find him and take care of it. They leave. Natalie has a why won't someone tell me confused, puzzled look on her face. She does not like being left out and it shows.

Inside LaCroix' radio booth he starts his nightly monologue, the topic is sharing. Schanke is nervously pacing back and forth. LaCroix turns off the mike and asks Schanke what he wants. Schanke says he is there to talk about Nick, asking if he is a vampire. Then asks LaCroix if he is one. LaCroix asks Schanke what he thinks. Schanke rants about Nick riding in the trunk, unable to go out in the sunlight, being there or gone in an instant like a bat, blood found in his fridge. LaCroix asks, almost hopefully, if it was human. Schanke tells him it was steer. LaCroix groans looking quite disgusted. Schanke agrees. He tells LaCroix Nick says he uses it for painting, Raphael showed him that technique. LaCroix asks what inside of Schanke change to make those things more apparent. Schanke tells LaCroix he had a real bad night last night. LaCroix comments on knowing those well. Schanke tells him he got into a firefight. He had to waste someone, hearing it's an awful thing to waste people. Schanke agrees, telling him he had no choice.

Nick and Janette watch from outside the booth, hidden in the shadows. Schanke tells LaCroix he felt bad afterwards when he learned the guy had a family. LaCroix tells Schanke he wants to know how he felt when he killed. Schanke quickly tells LaCroix it's nothing like that, but LaCroix doesn't believe him. Schanke admits his heart was racing because the guy had a bead on him. Schanke has a quick flashback to the red dot on Schanke from the perp's gun. Schanke admits it would have been the end if Nick had not saved him. There is a quick flashback of Nick knocking the perp out. Everything about Schanke says what an idiot I have been as he relaxes, annoyed with himself and it shows. He admits he's been running around all day sticking his nose into Nick's life when Nick saved his life, adding that he has been a big fool.

LaCroix seems to be using a subtle whammy as he tells Schanke he's tired and has been under tremendous stress, which along with the trauma can wreak havoc with the imagination. Schanke agrees. LaCroix tells Schanke to go home and let Nick be with the only family he has. Schanke asks if Nick's adopted and learns he is. Schanke nervously asks if Nick's not a, unable to say vampire. LaCroix asks Schanke what he honestly thinks. Schanke nervously laughs and thanks LaCroix for talking with him. LaCroix tells him it has been a pleasure meeting him, calling him Don. Schanke tells him to never tell Nick about their chat. LaCroix tells Schanke he asked if Nick was different. He tells Schanke the Nick he knows is very much like Schanke, he doesn't like to kill people. Schanke seems a little reassured. LaCroix is beginning to scare Schanke and give him the creeps. Schanke leaves, not noticing the two vampires hiding in the shadows. Nick gives his master a pleased grin, impressed with how he handled Schanke. LaCroix gives him a small shrug then pulls the curtains, shutting them out.

Inside the bullpen, Natalie is not at all happy she missed Schanke. Cohen says Schanke booked off sick and there has been no word from Nick. Natalie learns Schanke had something he had to do before going home. Cohen asks if there is anything wrong. Natalie tells her she talked to Schanke after the shooting and he seemed weird about it. Cohen admits she noticed the same thing, but he will be okay. Cohen leaves. Natalie quietly says she hopes so, wherever he is and leaves.

Schanke is lovingly washing the Caddy in the bright sun.

The end
Crazy Love
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Whitney............................... Michelle Moffatt
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Inside a maximum-security facility, a man, Peter Barlow, tells his female doctor killing is lovemaking in its purest form. Barlow is shackled hands and feet, the chain connected to the wall preventing movement. He tells her he likes bondage, straining the shackles on his arms, asking if she is around by his comments, and he always lets the woman finish first. That scares Dr. Welsh more than any of his other comments does.

Dr. Shawna Welsh is recording her findings and court recommendations for Peter Barlow. She works for the Laurier Mental Health Clinic.

Barlow's being escorted back to his cell, a guard holding an arm on each side, plus two behind him. Everything is fine until he sees a young woman walking down the hall and rushes her. They pull him off the terrified young woman. He is escorted back to his padded cell where the shackles are removed.

Dr. Welsh comments that Barlow is sane and competent to stand trial because he knows what he did was wrong when he killed two women.

Barlow pulls up a corner of the floor pillows and pulls out a large Manila envelope.

Dr. Welsh comments Barlow is extremely dangerous and a grave risk to society.

Barlow rips open the envelope, pulls out a key and something else, both please him.

Welsh comments that if there is such a thing as a human monster, it is Barlow.

Barlow is dressed in civilian clothes and a baseball hat. He shows some sort of pass or ID at the front desk security and then walks away.

Welsh comments that Barlow must never be allowed to walk free or the consequences will be deadly. She closes the file and shuts off her tape recorder. She does not look happy to have Barlow as a patient.

A young woman is reading Dr. Welsh's  book The Road From Despair as the gardener looks at her and she shyly looks back at him. Barlow's walking over the bridge and sees her. She smiles at the harmless looking guy (Barlow) and he smiles back.

Natalie is at a night crime scene, jotting down notes as she examines the body.  Schanke is standing next to her until Nick arrives. Schanke gives the bagged book to an uniformed officer for delivery to Artie in Forensics. He approaches Nick, telling him Whitney Davis was the victim, an inpatient, and a Schizophrenic who was committed by her parents for treatment. She was out for a bit of air when Barlow killed her. Natalie approaches them and tells them it looks like Barlow's work. She worked all his other killings and the MO is the same. They will not get anything off the gardening sheers he lifted because they were wiped clean. Schanke grumbles that they were all stabbed to death and it took the task force eleven months to catch Barlow and soon after he's locked up he escapes, taking his time killing Whitney on the way out. Natalie comments he is a psychotic killer and the risk of being caught turns him on. Schanke's disgust shows. Nick comments they should find someone in charge. Schanke tells them they are looking for Dr. Shawna Welsh, author of The Road From Despair. Schanke does not want to go in, commenting he'd rather take care of things here as that place creeps him out. Natalie tells him most of the patients are not dangerously violent, just a little emotionally challenged. Schanke tells him the shrinks creep him out as he walks off. Nick and Natalie share a surprised and confused look.

Nick studies a painting of bedlam, telling Welsh it is an interesting choice for a psychiatrist's office. She tells him it reminds her of how bad things used to be and how much progress has been made. Nick comments it was a horrible place, adding he read about it. She tells him it is tragic about Whitney. She has told them they need better security but there is less money in the budget each year. Nick learns Whitney was not a regular patient of hers, but she did see her from time to time and she was making good progress. Barlow was sent to her for a psychiatric examination for an appeal on his criminal case, and he is the most dangerous mind she has ever seen. Barlow freely admits his guilt and seems to glory in it. He does not do it for the excitement and pleasure, even though he gets a considerable amount from the killing, but seems to do it for the ability to possess someone's whole being.

Nick flashes back to 1535 Italy. A woman lights a torch as she waits for Nick to arrive. He walks over to her, seeing her desire lighting up at the sight of him, takes her in his arms, and makes her feel heavenly as he sinks his fangs into her neck and drinks her blood.

In the present, Dr. Welsh tells him it is all about possession. Barlow told her when someone is near death they have a dazed, confused look in their eyes, and once you see it, you need to see it again and again. It is common with serial killers. Nick's grim, somewhat neutral look shows he knows what she's talking about all too well. Nick asks her how well Barlow knew Whitney, and how well he knew anyone in the hospital. She tells him that with Barlow eye contact is a sexual advance. Barlow's very delusional but knows what he is doing is wrong, which makes him legally sane. She tells him that any one of the hundreds of outpatients just has to be unlucky enough to be noticed by him.

Inside a diner, it is after closing time. The waitress tells Jack to go home and she will finish, she will be fine. He flips on the answering machine and leaves. She changes the radio station to news and misses Dr. Welsh's call to Amber, telling her to call as soon as possible. She senses someone's there and comes back out front a little nervous and scared. She hears the station change. She asks if it's Jack. She turns around and sees Barlow, who tells her hello, calling her Amber, telling her he hates the news. She is terrified and it shows.

There is a blood-curdling scream over the Toronto skyline.

The diner is now a crime scene. Inside, Cohen asks where Dr. Lambert is, hearing she is on her way. The coroner techs just wheeled the gurney in. Amber is lying on the floor, her eyes gazing up in the death stare. Cohen orders no one touches Barlow until they bring him down to the station. Officers do their jobs around the scene. Nick pulls a card from the Laurier Clinic from Amber's purse, commenting on her being a patient there. Schanke comments on Barlow making friends in the nuthouse, hearing he is not too far off. Nick asks to handle things because he wants to try a different angle of getting inside Barlow's mind. Schanke asks how he is going to do that, hearing Nick is going to visit Barlow's doctor again.

Inside Dr. Welsh's office, she is nearly in tears. Nick comforts her. She has trouble staying detached like a good doctor does, but it is hard with Whitney and now Amber dead. Amber was not officially her patient but they talked and she was making great progress. Welsh tells Nick that Amber was helping with her next book. She retrieves a photo album showing it to Nick as she tells him she takes pictures of her patients because the change can be seen in their eyes. Several of the pictures are of Amber during the course of her therapy, including the most recent one and there is a definite change in her, especially in her eyes. She comments Nick wanted to talk about Barlow, pretty much knowing about what. She tells him he wants to get inside Barlow's mind and figure out what makes him tick, telling him how people look for connections with other people, sometimes a platonic friendship is enough and sometimes something more intimate is needed. Nick asks if it's sex and is told it is, and that is good. Orgasm is called the little death, you are a little out of control there and there is a moment of possession.

Nick flashes back to 1535 Italy again. He asks the woman if anyone saw her come out there, even a servant. She tells him no, but her family asks why she is so pale. She was tempted to tell but did not. Nick tells her that if they keep on she will die. They kiss. She tells him she does not care, and that he can kill her. Nick tells Amalia no. She tells him to take what he needs as he kisses her hungrily, then sinks his fangs in and drinks.

Dr. Welsh comments that Barlow kills to possess. Nick tells her she understands and she confirms it. A part of him likes having finally found someone who understands his desires, even if they do not know he has them. She tells him it must be awful to have those desires, that emptiness that's never filled. Nick's expression shows he' knows it all too well, a sadness, longing and loneliness on his face.

The scene cuts back and forth between the present and the flashback as they take turns adding to the description, the other confirming it. There is the aching hunger for physical contact, lust, knowing nothing can satisfy it and it can lead to nothing but murder. Nick thanks her for her help and leaves. She's a little surprised by his quick departure.

Nick is in the Caddy being overwhelmed by Welsh's words and his memory of drinking from Amalia again and again. He pulls over on the edge of control and calls the Raven, tension in his voice as he says he must talk to Janette.

Nick and Janette meet by the edge of the water. He is vamped out as he faces her, telling her he needs her, hearing it has been a long time. She vamps out and pulls him close. He sinks his fangs into her and drinks from her, two rivulets of blood run down her back, her expression showing her ecstasy at having him once again.

Nick is drinking from Amalia. LaCroix watches from the distance, wickedly smiling.

Nick and Janette have separated. She is happy, telling him she likes it when he needs her. His expression shows he feels bad, apologizing for using her. She says she used him, and they have needs just as mortals do.

Nick flashes back to Amalia, as they sit together. He tells her that one night she will not recover and he will lose her, upset about it, and they must never see each other again.

Janette tells Nick he never has to control it around her. He tells her he always has to control it, seeming quite tense. She guides him back to her neck but he pulls away. She caresses his head, telling him it is okay. He looks anything but okay. She asks him to sleep the day with him just like old times. He tells her he has to work and takes off.

Natalie is studying something under her microscope and does not notice Nick until he is next to her saying hi. She is a little startled and it shows. He learns polluted lake water was found in a victim's lungs. Nick mentions Erin Devin. Natalie's startled and asks what he said. Nick repeats the name and she apologizes, telling him she does not know what is happening but she's overwhelmed. Maybe it is the full moon or summer heat. She looks at a file and tells him Erin was sexually assaulted. Nick comments it is like all of Barlow's victims. Natalie tells him it is not true because Whitney's postmortem showed no signs of sexual assault. They are wondering how he had time to kill her but not sexually assault her, which does not make sense, even with the theory he was interrupted before he could do it. The flaw in the theory is he had time to kill her, which is secondary to the possession, making them wonder if Barlow killed Whitney.

Inside the bullpen, Schanke tells Nick Whitney's parents told him she was scheduled to be released next month, but last week she had a relapse and her doctor decided to keep her in the hospital. Nick learns Dr. Elliot Sulman was her doctor as well as Erin Devin's. They find it quite coincidental.

Dr. Welsh tells Robin they are making progress but it will take time. Robin seems like a depressed zombie. Robin lays her head against Welsh's shoulder and is comforted like a mother comforting a child. A moment later Welsh escorts Robin out of the room, closing the door. Welsh leans on her door looking angsty and depressed then heads for her paperwork and tries to concentrate. Nick knocks on her door looking for Dr. Sulman. She tells Nick he is on vacation until next month. Nick asks if that is what delayed Whitney's release. She tells him she and Sulman made the decision. Nick tells her he wanted to talk to Sulman about both women and Barlow. She tells him he does not have time to wait because once he gets into the mind of a serial killer, he will see how predictable he is. Nick asks what she means.   Hearing this, Nick will learn that he nor Barlow has control.

Nick flashes back to Italy. He and LaCroix discuss Amalia, who is the daughter of a wealthy wine merchant. He tells Nick the problem is he found a ravishing mortal who loves it when he drinks from her, and if he continues she'll die unless she's brought across, but if she is, he'll never again possess her. Possession is what the vampire is about. They possess by draining mortals of life, so total possession means total destruction of the one they possess, and they are nothing until the kill again. They always kill again. Nick learns it never ends, as LaCroix laughingly tells him it is great.

Dr. Welsh tells Nick they stop.

Nick and Schanke pick up security tapes from a nurse so they can take another look at them. She's about to leave when they ask her to stay because they might need her help. They do not see much on the tape other than Barlow in street clothes, suggesting it was an outside job. Nick has Schanke run the tape again, telling him where to stop it. The woman in the picture is named Michelle Parker and she was released yesterday.

In the Caddy, Schanke asks Nick if he thinks Barlow is that predictable, and has to know all of the patients he came into contact with were being monitored. Nick tells him Barlow knew, but cannot bring himself to break his pattern, which is his weakness. They hope Michelle Parker listens to her messages.

Michelle's at home, hears her message, freaks and is heading for the door when Barlow angrily breaks in, ranting that she has no idea what it took to find her. He grabs her and drags her into the living room, tossing her to the floor as she fights him.

Schanke tells Nick backup is on the way, hoping Nick's hunch is right. Nick hears a woman's scream as the car is going as fast as it can. Nick sees everything through a red filter, brighter than usual but totally red and black.

Michelle escaped but Barlow has her back plastered to the wall. She is terrified and it shows as she asks what he wants from her. He tells her he wants everything she has (not material possessions). She's screaming and throwing everything within reach, and hits him with something, giving her a chance to run into a room with a door. She locks it, keeping her body against it. He asks why she is keeping things from him, telling her they are old friends as he pounds on the door, trying to get in.

Nick and Schanke arrive. He tells Schanke he will go around back. Schanke's a little annoyed, telling the empty car he would maybe he would like to go around back once. Nick runs around back and takes to the sky when the coast is clear.

Inside the apartment, Barlow calls Michelle darling, tells her to let him in while still pounding on the door and shoving it. She is terrified he's going to get in and backs up. Suddenly she feels someone, spins and sees Nick, who holds a finger to his lips, signaling her to be quiet. She is. Nick pulls the door open, knocking Barlow off balance, grabs him, and pins him face first against the wall, hands ready to be cuffed behind his back. Schanke enters ready for trouble and sees Barlow's in custody. Schanke is annoyed and surprised, but not surprised to see Nick has the perp in custody.

Inside the interrogation room, three officers are watching a handcuffed Barlow. Barlow tries to make contact with the female officer but she refuses to look at him.

In the bullpen, Nick asks Cohen if she got a statement from Barlow yet, hearing she and Schanke got nothing because the man makes no sense. She walks away.

Inside the interrogation room, Cohen tells Barlow they are going to try it again. Nick asks if he kills the two women and Barlow admits it, asking if they saw how the nice touch he added by stringing her up in the tree. Barlow asks if they saw the surprised how could you do this to me look on her face, the one you have to have seen or caused to understand it. Nick's expression is a grim stoic mask as he and Barlow have a staring contest.

In the bullpen, Nick tells Cohen and Schanke he does not think Barlow killed Whitney because Natalie found no signs she was tied up. Cohen asks how sure he is. Nick admits both he and Natalie have doubts, but someone is trying awfully hard to make it look like Barlow's work. Cohen asks them who is sick enough to help Barlow escape.

Inside Dr. Welsh's office, Robin has her head in the doctor's lap, her hair being stroked, as she asks why she cannot go home. Welsh tells her she is only doing what's in her best interests, and will not be ready for another couple of weeks. Robin reminds her she has already said that at least three times previously. Dr. Welsh reluctantly tells Robin she will drive her home because she is free to go. Robin smiles.

In the Caddy, Nick and Schanke are discussing if Sulman really is on his way to Nepal, and they have sent a Sherpa to contact him. He was in town when Whitney was killed but not when Erin died. Nick says Erin is Barlow's victim. Schanke asks about the connection, thinking it is a patient, but it could be a shrink. Nick tells him it is not a patient, causing Schanke to comment on a conspiracy. Nick asks what his first priority would be if he was locked up with no way out, wouldn't he help another patient escape? Schanke asks if it could be an orderly or other staff member.

Nick and Schanke are reading Dr. Sulman's files on the two victims, hearing from Nurse Simmonds that he will not like it. They tell her it is a police emergency. They find the release recommendations without any signs of second thoughts, making them wonder if he really was the one who had delayed the releases.

Inside Dr. Welsh's office she almost sounds impatient as she tells Robin it's time for them to go, confirming it's what she wanted as she gestures to the door. Robin is surprised, asking if she means now. Welsh tells her they will go now.

Nick asks Simmonds if there's any log of release schedules and is shown the logbook. Nick flips through it with Schanke looking on. Nick asks if it is normal for so many releases to be countermanded, and if anyone else had so many as Welsh. Simmonds tells them there are, but have been more than usual over the last few months. Nick has her show him them, learning one is Robin Flynn. They head for Robin's room.

The nurse unlocks Robin's room; calling out her name a bit concerned when there is no response. They enter and see she is gone. Simmonds says it is impossible, as is the fact she was given medication at 9:30 because both activities require keys. The candlewick tells them she has not been gone long. Schanke tells her that somehow she got a key.

Nick flashes back to Amalia as she is almost staggering from her weakness as she walks to him. Her heartbeat loudly echoes as she tells him she knew he could not leave her. He tells her she must leave before the passion and obsession consumes them both. She tells him he is her life, ignoring his comments she has a whole lifetime ahead of her. She will not be dissuaded, urging him to drink from her one last time and let her die in his arms. He kisses her then drinks the rest of her blood, as her heartbeat grows quiet, then non-existent.

Nick's snapped out of his flashback by the memory of Welsh's words about possession-obsession and asks if Welsh has a pager. He is told they all do. Nick has her page Welsh. Simmons asks if they are in trouble as Nick and Schanke leave.

Welsh's car pulls away from somewhere dark and nearly deserted looking.

Inside Welsh's office, Schanke asks if Nick thinks she has gone over to the other side and joined the emotionally challenged. Nick plays Welsh's tape about Robin, hearing her comment on the new psychotic behavior. They should more heavily medicate her, start on a more aggressive course of treatment, and rescind her release. Both detectives take it as proof Welsh has lost it. Nick tells Schanke to get the info on Dr. Shawna Welsh's car and put out an APB on it. Nick leaves. He asks the downstairs guard if he has seen Welsh, learning he has not, but the doctors have their own entrance. Nick runs off in that direction.

Welsh's car stops somewhere and both she and Robin get out and walk away.

Nick lands somewhere empty and answers his telephone. It is Schanke with info on Welsh's car. Nick hangs up after Schanke finishes and takes to the sky.

Welsh leads Robin down a path, holding onto her arm, telling her she would like to get to know her better. Robin asks if she wants to be friends. Welsh confirms it.

Nick's flying over the city and hears them.

Robin tells Welsh she is cold and wants to go home. Welsh too quickly tells her no and gives Robin her jacket. She pulls out a capped syringe, telling Robin she cannot let her go. Robin starts to say something and is cut off by Welsh sounding a bit psychotic as she tells Robin she loves her and can't let her go. She pulls the cap off the syringe as it is behind Robin's back.

Nick lands. Robin's scream helps him zero in on them as he takes to the sky again.

Robin screams and runs as Welsh tries to inject her. Nick lands, telling Welsh to let Robin go and put down the syringe. Welsh injects herself. Nick holds her as she falls to the ground, telling him not to get help, that it is better this way. She tells him he knows about Barlow and Whitney, and knows the killing mind well.

Nick flashes back to Amalia, still in his arms, as he is just finished feeding. LaCroix approaches commenting on how they are gorging on the life force one moment and there's silence and emptiness the next. How Nick's already thinking about the next one, where will he find her, will he take her all at once or a little at a time. It's eternal hunger followed by eternal pleasure, asking what could be better. LaCroix tells Nick he will forget Amalia and there will be many more, which he will enjoy. LaCroix takes off. Nick lets go of the body, a sad look on his face.

In the background the bagged body is taken away. In the foreground, Nick tells Natalie that Welsh sprung Barlow to cover her tracks when she killed Whitney using his MO. Natalie's a little confused and asks why. Nick tells her it was so she could totally possess her. Natalie tells him that a psychiatrist taking on the patient's problems is not unheard of, and is probably a hazard of the job. Nick tells her he knows how she felt, not just the loneliness, but the urges to fill the void and the perverse logic of it all. She looks at him, firmly asking if those urges and feelings are things of the past, ones he no longer has. He tries to look confident as he gives her a nod. Once she walks away he does not look as confident, but he is nowhere near as tense as he was with Janette. Schanke walks up to Nick yawning, and tells Nick he is off to bed. Nick gives him the car keys, telling him to take it to the loft and he will pick it up later. Schanke asks Nick where he will be and Nick says he's busy and leaves looking a bit tense.

Nick meets Janette at the same spot as before. She turns when she senses his approach. Nick lands near her and walks up to her. They look deeply, longingly into each other's eyes, no words are necessary, and then they hungrily, passionately kiss.

The end.

Second Season Comments

Killer Instinct

- Schanke's moose pajamas were amusing and very much in character.

- This season there is a much more mellow Schanke, less of the crass jerk from last season. He is a more sensitive, caring guy, but there is still a lot of the streetwise nature to him. He is still just about as cynical as ever, just not quite as crass. He is nicer when he talks about Myra. We learn quite a bit about Schanke this season.

- If Nick is that close to mortality, then Natalie's program must be working.

- This episode and Only the Lonely, shoot holes in the idea that vampires have perfect memories. I think they remember some things forever but others they forget, very much like mortals do.

- Does Buckstar's coffee remind you of another famous name?

- This is the season that a library stands in for the precinct building. The actual building is at the other end of the block from the building they use for Nick's loft exterior and right across the street from Jilly's.

- Nick is supposed to live some distance from the precinct, not at the other end of the block from it. And Jilly's is not supposed to be across the street either.

- As Nick's saying he went to see what was going on and the IA guy tells Nick that he did not drive his car, there's the sound of the Star Trek transporter in action.

- If LaCroix is supposed to be Nick's eternal teacher, and is supposed to teach him everything there is to know about being a vampire then he failed. He has admitted at least once to omitting lessons, some of them important ones, just not mentioning that he did so to keep Nick tied to him, dependent on him.

- The sunbed is something we have not heard about since the first episode Dark Knight. That's where Natalie asked him how he was coming in his tanning and he told her he was up to a whole ten minutes, causing her to joke that he was a regular George Hamilton. This is the first time we actually see him in the sunbed.

- This is the first scene showing him flying since early first season.

- The building Jeff lives inside was used as a warehouse/porn studio in False Witness.

- No explanation was ever given for how LaCroix survived the flaming stake embedded in his chest in Dark Knight: The Second Chapter (part two). The most we are given is LaCroix's comment on being too old and powerful.

- LaCroix is no longer just a ghost this season. He is there to torment Nick for his own pleasure, although he would say he was teaching Nick, doing it for Nick's own good. But it's actually just LaCroix alleviating his boredom and making him feel less miserable by making Nick more miserable than he is.

- The fight scene between Nick and LaCroix where LaCroix comes at him with the clever and Nick kicks him back into the metal spikes is taken from Dark Knight: The Second Chapter where Nick and LaCroix were fighting in slaughterhouse. LaCroix had just finished listing all the ways a vampire could be killed.

- Nick is being exactly what his master wants him to be during their fight - just like him. He is being the cold, ruthless predator. The perfect hunter. Nick is also winning, beating Mr. "I'm too powerful". And for a moment LaCroix fears his son.

A Fate Worse Than Death

- One of the airings of this episode on the SciFi Channel has no captions for the hearing impaired.

- Geraint Wyn Davies is Welsh.

- Miklos, the Raven bartender, was invented by Gillian Horvath.

- If it's true that every drop of blood carries a person's entire life in it, and vampires make love by drinking from one another, shouldn't Nick have known about Janette's past? Is it possible to shield your thoughts when being that intimate?

- According to Janette's statement in I Will Repay about not being able to successfully bring anyone one across, it might not have given Celeste new life. According to Killer Instinct she has not been practicing those skills because she told Nick that they very rarely get to feed on humans anymore. On the other hand, in If Looks Could Kill Janette successfully brought across the Baroness.

- How did Nick get the three bullets out of his own back? The ones that he gives to Natalie when she asks if he has any evidence for her. And what about his fingerprints being on them? And Natalie's, since he puts them into her hand.

Stranger Than Fiction

- When Nick puts down the book after his daydream he is not as far into the book as he was when he picked it up. When he picked it up at the start of the scene, he was about halfway done and at the end he's somewhere between a quarter and a third of the way through the book.

- Either they just had one fluffy pink bathrobe or it was all female characters favorite choice.

- The syndicated version has no captioning.

- John Kapelos does a really good Nigel Bennett as LaCroix impression in his dream sequence, as "Count Schankula".

- When Grace knew what chapter and page Natalie was just by hearing the words... how many times did she read the book to know it that well?

- The discussion between Christian and LaSalle, when Nick and LaCroix play the parts, was exactly like many of their discussions. And to make it even creepier replace Sophie with Natalie.

- In the loft, Janette is having a really bad hair day.

- Vampires do not have blood unless they have just fed. And if they do it's because they've just fed, and the blood is full of their digestive enzymes.

Forward Into the Past

- This warehouse is used in a couple of episodes, False Witness being one of them.

- RAF = Royal Air Force

- Girl Guides are the Canadian equivalent to Girl Scouts.

- The Battle of Hastings is the biggest historical error the series made. They have the wrong date for it, and the date they picked is not even close to the real date. The real date is 1066, which was over a hundred years before Nick's mortal birth date. Thus being the case, there is NO way Nick could have helped or rescued Aristotle at the Battle of Hastings.

- When the Battle of Hastings error was pointed out to them (probably by fans) they put it up on their Wall of Shame.

- It was nice to see Nick have a happy reunion with an old mortal friend of his. One that knows his secret.

Faithful Followers

- During Nick's first cleansing, the shot of him in the sewer fending off the sunlight is from the Hunted. The shot of his arm catching fire reaching for the cross and then jumping over the fire (to rescue Magda) is from For I Have Sinned. The shot of him staking LaCroix with the flaming two by four and shoving him back to the elevator door is from Dark Knight: The Second Chapter (aka part two). The collapsing into the pew, and large cross are from For I Have Sinned. Nick vamped out in the warehouse with blood on his face is from Dark Knight: The Second Chapter. Nick nearly biting Alyce Hunter is Dark Knight. Nick dressed in modern clothes and leaning down to drain someone is from where he's bringing Richard Lambert across in I Will Repay. Alexandra was in Fatal Mistake.  Nick draining the blonde ballerina was in Love You To Death.

- Matthew calls Nick, Nicholas, but I used Nick to keep the present and past separate.

- The tattoo scene once again illustrates how fast vampires heal. Their bodies absorb things like tattoos overnight.

- If they had given it a chance, a very interesting friendship could have developed between Natalie and Janette. This is one of the few episodes where you see hints of it starting. I think both women respect each other and are jealous of each other's importance in Nick's life and heart.

- John Stoneham Jr. who played Vincent Cardelli is one of the show's stuntmen.

- This episode is a good look at cults without getting too religious or politically correct. It shows that even the most innocent thing can be turned into a cult, and that one must always be aware.

- Natalie's right - anyone who promises you everything you want, probably wants everything you have.

Hunted

- If you look at Natalie's desk at the end of scene where she is examining the gun rifling, you can see Catherine's son's glowworm toy on the desk. Someone forgot to remove it before filming the scene.

- We get a glimpse into Nick's dark side. To see how the vampire reacts when hunted. And to see how much control Nick truly has to let the killer live. And it shows how deep his friendships are, that he'd save Schanke over seeking vengeance on the killer.

- We learn just how open Nick is with Natalie about his past and about all aspects of vampirism.

Father's Day

- Some interesting insights into the reasons Nick keeps running, and why he and Janette are not always on good terms.

- We see how much Schanke loves his family and tries to be the best father and husband he can be. How much he hates missing the small, yet important moments in Jenny's life, in his family's lives.

- We learn where Natalie did her internship.

- The woman in the other booth wearing the headphones looks like the actress that will play Jodi, in the third season episode Blind Faith.

- Even LaCroix owes favors to others. To powerful men like Don Constantine.

Undue Process

- Catherine Disher was nominated for a Gemini Award for her work in this episode. It's probably her best work, at least on Forever Knight. It shows what a good actor she truly is.

- Did being a mother make it harder to do the show? Did it make her think that it could be her son? Did such thoughts give the really emotional scenes that extra power?

- This episode never fails me make me sniffle by the end.

- It is a good look at many different sides of Natalie that we usually do not get to see. We get to see how she handles personal tragedy, what it takes to bring out her temper. Just how good of a forensic pathologist she really is. That she will not take the easy way out, that she is honest, trustworthy, reliable. That she is truly dedicated to her job and doing the best she can. That she has yet to meet the puzzle she can resist and the one that she fails to solve.

- Nick was there for her as she needed him, in the ways she needed him to be. And he was also there to protect her from herself. An example of that is his restraining her and escorting her out of the precinct. In her loft, he was there for support and just to listen, and offer a few words when he had the right ones to say. He did not give her any of the usual condolence speeches that usually do not help, or make the person feel worse. He just let her know she was not alone and that he was there for her when and how she needed him.

- Schanke too showed his concern by avoiding the same speeches and by griping to Nick about the bean counter not wanting to miss the opera so he did not call Natalie.  Now, she has to live with that image of Cynthia (dead) for the rest of her life.

- The actual locations for the Coroner's Office and the building used as the exterior of Natalie's apartment building are about three blocks apart, easily within walking distance.

- The exterior used for her apartment is the one used for many others, and is nicknamed The Apartment Building of the Damned by the fans for all the nasty stuff that happens inside it.

Bad Blood

- Cedric Smith, Catherine Disher, and Nigel Bennett were all in an episode of Kung Fu: The Legend Continues together. Catherine's character was quite different from Natalie. Cedric was different from O'Neal and Nigel's character was a villain and not really LaCroix like. The episode title is Straightjacket. It was Catherine's second appearance on the series, as well as Nigel's. But it was the first time they worked on the show together.

- If there seems to be extra chemistry between Natalie and O'Neal, there's a reason for it. Catherine and Cedric were Significant Others at the time. He is the father of her son (born between first and second seasons).

- Since this was filmed as the fourth episode, Nick's comment on the Raven being where LaCroix had been hiding makes much more sense than it does as the ninth episode it was aired as. The last time Nick saw LaCroix after Killer Instinct was Stranger than Fiction which was both filmed as and aired as the third episode.

- LaCroix apparently sprinkled the soy bean dust on the victims after Natalie finished her autopsies.

- When O'Neal tells Natalie he hopes she's feeling particularly brave today, he has no idea of all the scary things she's been through since she met Nick. They would probably have him on the first plane back to Ireland.

- This is at least the second time Natalie's car has been destroyed during a case. The first time was during Spin Doctor. She and Nick were in the car that time.

- Bryan Renfro was one of the first season stuntmen and has been on camera in small parts in a couple of episodes.

Can't Run, Can't Hide

- Richard McMillian who played Lindley was already in one episode. He was in Dying to Know You as Matthew the Pilgrim from the flashback.  He was also in Black Harbour, with Geraint Wyn Davies.

- LaCroix has it backwards. It is not all about Nick and his eternal struggle. But it's about LaCroix's eternal struggle to keep hold of Nick, and try to make Nick do what he wants him to, to be what he wants him to. His eternal chase after Nick.

- Natalie had a good chance to study vampire ashes as she examined those from the Vietnamese vampire.

- It did bring up some interesting points. Can one redeem themselves? If so how much good work does it take? What sort of good work does it take? How long does it take? Does one have to hide what they did, or does one have to admit it? If they have hidden it and it comes out, does it undo all the good they have done? There is more exploration of this in the third season episode Near Death.

- Gordon Michael Woolvett who plays Kyle, the grocery delivery boy, is currently starring with Lisa Ryder (Tracy Vetter) on Andromeda.

- Von Flores was in Earth: Final Conflict with Lisa Ryder, but never acted with her, as she was only in the pilot episode, and a couple of flashbacks.

Capital Offense

- One of the reasons for the various golf and bowling references through the show is that the cast and crew do both sports, often together, especially bowling.

- Yet another completely different description of Myra, what she likes and what turns her on.

- One of these nights, LaCroix is feeding on mortals and blaming Nick for it is going to get Nick killed. And hopefully it will get LaCroix killed as well, and hopefully before Nick gets killed.

- LaCroix asks Nick if he trusts him. What reason has LaCroix given Nick to trust him? It seems like all his actions go against that statement. There have been several visible betrayals of Nick's trust.

- Apparently LaCroix forgot the "for good" aspect of their parting. And he apparently was so bored out there that being bored with Nick's company, making Nick's life a living hell is more exciting than being alone, bored and miserable.

- LaCroix tells Nick to reserve his trust for his own kind. The very same people that keep betraying him. It is a wonder Nick can trust anyone, or that he is even sane. Or that he didn't walk into the sun by now.

- Natalie and Schanke seem to be the only ones Nick can and does trust. They are the only friends who have yet to betray him. I am not sure if he trusts Cohen or anyone else at the precinct, but he does trust Natalie and Schanke with his life, Natalie especially. He shows his trust in her at the very end of the episode.

Amateur Night

- Two stunt doubles for Nick rather than the usual one.

- We get to see just how good a cop Schanke really is. How he does not crack under pressure. And will try to find a peaceful solution to even the most desperate, seemingly hopeless situation.

Beyond the Law

- Lisa Ryder is in this episode as Angela Mosler, a supporter of her candidate, gets a little too involved with him and winds up dead. She would later show up in a different part, that of Tracy Vetter, homicide cop. Tracy Vetter is introduced at the start of season three.

- There is a definite chemistry between Geraint Wyn Davies and Lisa Ryder in their scenes together. Which is probably one reason she was brought in as Tracy Vetter.

- The flashbacks in this episode tie in with his being a Chicago police officer in Amateur Night (which was set during 1964 or 1965). But it doesn't really go with his being convicted of being a Communist/Communist supporter in 1954 Chicago, when he was an Associate Professor of Archeology, and had his picture in the Chicago Herald.

- Watching Schanke's reactions as he tries to either avoid Daphne or deal with her as quickly and businesslike as he can is amusing.

The Fix

- Nick wears the same shirt through the whole episode, while everyone else changes their clothes a couple of times.

- The hot dog wolfing and discussion about Berman and Sykes looks like it's outside of Eaton Center. During the scene, in the background, an older guy in a suit stops and watches the filming a bit confused by what's going on. After a moment, a woman in blue walks up to him and tells him he has to keep moving. We do not hear her but her gestures tell the story.

Be My Valentine

- The chat when Natalie and Nick emerge from the Observation room and talk with Schanke and Cohen is adlibbed.

- The following scene was never filmed.

It is a sunny morning on February 14th. The skyline sparkles in the sunlight.

Inside Nick's loft, we can barely make out Nick sleeping. His telephone rings, the answering machine beeps, and a salesperson named Evelyn from Chelsea's leaves a message to confirm the receipt of his order, the one he left with their service that morning. The diamond bracelet is available and the matching choker can be ready by the end of the week. Nick's sleep is undisturbed by the telephone call.

- Before filming the restaurant had yet to be named.

- The original restaurant was supposed to be stylish, exotic and very elegant. The waiters were supposed to wear simple costumes. The seating was to be on large pillowy chairs at a low mosaic table. There were supposed to be numerous plants and artifacts filling the room, blocking Natalie's view of her dining companion until she got up close to him. Prominent among the artifacts were supposed to be long, very sharp wooden spears.

- This part of the tag was either never filmed, or never shown.

Nick’s telephone rings, he sighs and picks up. It is the jeweler. Nick tells her that he has been meaning to call her. He is sorry but he has to cancel the order. He tells her that things did not work out the way he had hoped. It definitely was too bad. The jewelry was beautiful. He is sorry about it. He tells her good bye, hangs up, and looks off into the distance.

- At the end the lighting in LaCroix's broadcasting booth makes the rose look either yellow green or yellow depending on the angle.

- Does Natalie remember Azure? Does she ever get those memories back and hide them from Nick and especially LaCroix?

The Fire Inside

- We learn more about Natalie, Schanke, Nick and Cohen's backgrounds, As well as some of their darkest fears.

- We have never seen Natalie freak out this badly over anything sent to her lab for autopsy.

- Schanke learns that there are worse things than facing your child's class on Career Day. Some kids do not have parents, or homes. Some entire families live on or beneath the streets.

- Natalie and Nick both face their fear of fire.

- Schanke sees that Career Day is not so tough after all.

- It was nice of him to take Danny to his very first ball game. To show him that someone does care about him.

- Danny learned that there are people who care about him, and about other people. Many are willing to help.

- Geordi Johnson, the voice of the Dragon, plays Jerry Tate, a Jerry Springer type talk show host in a third season episode My Boyfriend is a Vampire.

- Geordi Johnson was also a Klaus's vampire master in Dracula: the Series. Geraint Wyn Davies was Klaus. Geordi was Dracula.

Blood Money

- Bernard Behrens has worked with Geraint Wyn Davies in Dracula: The Series and Ghost Mom (aka Bury Me in Niagara). In Dracula Bernard was Klaus's father, and later became his hunter after Dracula turned him into a vampire. Geraint was Klaus. In Ghost Mom/Bury Me in Niagara Geraint's character seeks his father throughout the movie, at the urging of his dead mother, and Bernard's character turns out to be his presumed dead father.

- If you look closely when Schanke's walking into the bullpen after the explosion you'll see Geraint's son and daughter being led through the room by a uniformed officer and right behind them a woman carrying a toddler. That woman is Catherine Disher's nanny holding her son, Darcy.

-Geraint's son was in the third season episode, Human Factor, as the son of Janette's mortal lover.

- LaCroix tells Nick that material wealth is a burden, yet he is not poor or middle class himself. He has plantations and other forms of wealth. LaCroix does not want Nick to be able to leave him and take care of himself.

Partners of the Month

- Nick and Schanke make a most interesting "Odd Couple"

- They should've developed the friendship between Schanke and Janette more as they had some interesting chemistry, as well as finding each other interesting, if not a little odd. Their chat in the bar shows they have quite a bit in common, especially when it comes to the major loves of their lives.

- I guess Schanke forgot that Nick doesn't eat, that he's on what Schanke calls a strange macrobiotic diet, or he wouldn't have been so surprised. Nick is told him before that the reason he does not eat out is that he has a lot of food allergies.

- Menorah's seem to bother vampires as well as the cross. Does this mean that any religious symbol will? In a third season episode, Blackwing Nick is shocked when he touches a ceremonial Native American knife. Does this mean things like the Wiccan pentacle would affect him as well? What about Buddhist, Islamic, Hindu religious items? Would cow's blood bother him in India where cows are considered sacred?

- We see Nick and Janette have crossed paths with another historical figure - Leonardo Davinchi.

- When Janette offered to let Schanke out, was she actually considering bringing him across?

- There's a nice reference to Janette's mortal past when she tells Schanke that she wasn't used to someone deeply loving her. Her past was revealed in A Fate Worse Than Death.

- This isn't the last time we see the plaque. Schanke pulls it out of his desk in The Code and Nick pulls it out of Schanke's desk in Black Buddha.

- In the shooting order, this episode comes several episodes before Be My Valentine so Nick is not cheating on Natalie by kissing Janette, but in the aired order he is, as this episode airs several episodes after Be My Valentine.

Queen of Harps

- The part was originally written for Loreena McKennitt but when it came time to film, she was not available.

- Gwyneth and Johanna Shea are played by the same actress.

- If $310,000 is ten years salary, that means that Nick and Schanke make $31,000 a year. Since Natalie is a doctor, she probably makes around $50,000 a year.

- The harp was auctioned off and is now owned by a very thrilled fan.

- We get some excellent foreshadowing of the future, including Last Knight.

- When you go back and look at all the episodes after having seen all 70 of them, you realize just how well all the pieces connect. All the events interrelate with each other, how things hinted at or mentioned in one episode are brought up again in another episode, sometimes several more times. It is amazing when you consider that the show was cancelled after each season and then had to be revived by viewer demand.

- The two DeLabarre's are played by the same actor, one is bearded and the other is clean shaven.

- Geraint Wyn Davies likes how Nick lets Natalie be his conscience in Queen of Harps.

A More Permanent Hell

- The riot footage used during this episode is actually footage of the Los Angeles riot.

- Natalie is considering suicide is the total opposite of her going off on Nick for considering it in Last Act. She was completely opposed to taking your life, calling it the easy way out.

- Could a major portion of the trouble between Nick and Natalie have been avoided if he'd told her why he refused to bring her across, instead of saying that he wouldn't?

- Natalie usually handles stress much better than that. She is usually the one able to keep calm, at least on the outside. And she's usually the one calming the others down.

- This is the only episode LaCroix says nice things about mortals, and does it more than once. And even shocking is that he says their immortal lives aren't worth much without mortals.

- LaCroix hates what he is despite all his protests to the contrary and no where is it better shown in the loft scene and at the end where he clutches Divia's Cameo commenting that Divia was right and damning her for it.

- It was interesting to see this other side, this darker side of Natalie come to the surface briefly.

- It was interesting to see Janette protect Natalie from herself a few times, as a friend would. Too bad they never developed what could have been a very interesting friendship, and would give both ladies someone to talk to, especially about Nick.

- Since when can this universe's vampires go through solid walls or windows without damaging the walls, windows or themselves? Natalie locks her door, the window is shut and yet Spark is behind her.

- I really hope she made him clean up the mess and replace her comforter, or at least help her clean it up.

- Why didn't he stay with her, especially when she was holding onto his hand so tightly as he told her it was a hoax?

- Is Natalie's comment that he was right in not bringing her across the reason why he will not bring her across in Last Knight?

- The fangs are sharp so the actors have to be careful not to hurt anyone, or themselves. Some admitted to having accidentally puncturing their own lip while wearing the fangs. And when bitten it hurts.

The Code

- LaCroix keeps telling Nick to trust him, but in tonight's monologue he tells Nick that no one is to be trusted. Didn't he just shoot himself in the foot there?

- Joseph Ziegler has acted with Geraint Wyn Davies in another series Black  Harbour. Both starred in it a while after Forever Knight ended. Joseph played Len Hubbard, brother to Kit, who was married to Nick Haskell, played by Geraint. Black Harbour ran for three seasons.

- According to Patrick Delahanty, his and Schanke's beat was Chinatown. This conflicts with information given in at least two first season episodes, Dark Knight and Cherry Blossoms. The second one especially, as Schanke did not seem to know about or care about the ways and customs of the residents of Chinatown, which is not how someone who spent time walking the streets there would act.

Curiouser and Curiouser

Comments:

- To the mortals, the whammy is indistinguishable from a face to face showdown.

- It is a look at how the show could have been had the casting been different. Had the show used the Wonderland reality as the real thing from the start… it would have been very different.

- Maybe if the first time we see the alternate universe Janette, she wasn't yelling down to Nick or loudly asking him questions, the baby wouldn't have woken up. Of course, that would mess up the plot as written. She hurries back upstairs to see to the baby. Nick looks up at the ceiling unable to believe what he is hearing, or what is happening.

- Janette is holding the baby like a doll, or something she does not know how to hold. When asked about it Deb Duchene told her audience that she did not realize it at the time, and laughed, embarrassed by it. She told her audience that there was supposed to be a real baby but it took longer to get to that shot than they thought it would.  Later, when they went into the trailer that night, the mother and her baby were gone.

- There's a very small, very colorful child's jacket on Nick's coat rack, as well as magnetic letters on the fridge.

Lewis Carroll allusions in the episode:

 (With thanks to all those who helped me with the ones I had missed.)

1)  The episode title

2)  Walrus & cat masks on the Raven robbers

3)  A blonde female vampire in the Raven looks very Alice-like

4)  The ugly, colorful, plastic caterpillar Nick steps on

5)  Bunny girls in background at the precinct station

6)  Man in madhatter's tophat in background at the precinct station

7)  ...and another man in blue silk cape and sparkly tophat.

8)  I.A. investigator's name is Carol Lewis

9)  ...and behind her, the wall's measuring marks go up to 7 ft.

10) LaCroix drinking tea & standing on the chessboard

11) Man w/oversized cards at the Raven's bar

12)  Nick's fridge has a walrus magnet on it (really a manatee??)

13) ...and another, too-small-to-make-out white magnet.  A cat or rabbit?

14) Fridge also contains a baby bottle with juice (The drink me Alice reference?)

15) ...and a cake with one piece cut out (The eat me Alice reference?)

16) ...and are those OYSTERS in the jars under the meat-keeper?

17) The loft has a club-shaped mirror  (but it is always there)

18) ...and a Humpty-Dumpty inflatable toy

19) ...and a baby mobile with dodos (& flamingos?)

20) ...and a stuffed unicorn (see 'Through the Looking Glass' ch. 7)

21) ...and a crying baby (comment that he only does it to annoy him Alice reference)

22) ...also a March Hare in a blue band costume on a table

23) ...and a white rabbit (with tophat) on another table under the mirror

24) In the sound lab: Schanke has a pocket watch

25) ...and the sound tech's name is Alicia Carpenter

26) Schanke sarcastic comment on pigs flying.

27) Amanda's bartender wears a Raven jacket with a white queen on it

28) Natalie has a Wonderland character chess set

29) ...and a painting that looks a lot like Alice over her mantel

30) ...and maybe a stained glass Cheshire cat (barely visible)

31) Nick keeps commenting that everything was wrong.  So did Alice.

32) Amanda commenting Nick was mad as a hatter.

33) The knife (the Vorpal blade)

34) Janette falls asleep next to a teapot and a piece of cake

35) The dragon over Nick's fireplace is now a rabbit

36) ...and the other carvings look like Tweedledee & Tweedledum

37) LaCroix recites several Carroll poems

38) Tipsy Amanda comments that she should have eaten something.

39) Does Janette's cold corned beef hash = the Duchess' pepper soup?

40) Ambulance drivers (cut from final version) were Tweedledee & Tweedledum

41) Schanke's description of the Raven crowd as a kinky wake.  (A Mad Tea Party?)

42) Amanda blows smoke in Nick's eyes (as the Caterpillar did to Alice)

43) Egg-shaped sculpture on Nat's mantel

44) ...as well as small spherically-pruned plants (the rose bushes?)

45) Amanda says there's no such thing as vampires: the unicorn thinks Alice is "fabulous" (as in mythical)

46) Janette's dress at the Raven has hearts on it

47) The lighting *everywhere* (even in Nick's fridge) is flamingo pink (maybe not a direct Alice reference, but a cool dream-effect)

48) Nick puts his hand to the mirror, just as Alice did

49) Are LaCroix's buttons on the white tunic Alice characters & objects?

50) Are references to the lake equal to Alice's pool of tears?

51) Is Nick's suddenly "growing up" to be a father = Alice growing taller?

52) The King tells Alice that there's nothing like eating hay when faint, while Natalie tells Nick that there's nothing like single malt Scotch.

53) The camera spins round and round Nick and Janette at the loft.  The sheep tells Alice that turn around and around like that make him feel giddy.

54) LaCroix's face floats on Nick's TV screen like the Cheshire cat's

55) Nick's IA grilling parallels Alice's trial (The off with her

head command/surrender your badge order.)

56) And in the end, Nick falls (back) 'through the looking glass.'

The characters are also parallels:

Nick = Alice

Schanke = The White Rabbit

Janette = The Duchess/The Dormouse/The White Queen?

Amanda = The Red Queen

Natalie = The Queen of Hearts

LaCroix = Jabberwock/Cheshire Cat/White Knight/Mad Hatter?

Near Death

- Shooting was disturbed whenever a train passed over the tracks next to the studio.

- Was the first scene shot outside the studio? Was that the train that disrupted shooting? Did they have to ignore it this time and shout over it? Did they choose to?

- Natalie gets to use her medical knowledge somewhere other than the morgue or a crime scene and talk with other doctors.

- Dr. Naomi Ross is played by Amanda Tapping, who later plays Dr. Samantha Carter, a scientist/physicist on Stargate: SG-1.

- There is a movie called Flatline which is about four young doctors, one of them being female, who experiment with near death experiences by purposely inducing cardiac flatlining. Although I have not seen the movie, I heard that they too had more disturbing visions each time they did it.

- They reused a clip of LaCroix bringing Janette across in A Fate Worse Than Death as she's telling Nick what it was like for her.

- The maggots really were crawling on Geraint, with the chest piece between him and them. They had to be careful and keep them away from his eyes, nose and mouth. The maggots felt gross.

Baby, Baby

- As we will later learn as we meet LaCroix's master, and learn about his master's master, that obedience to one's master is not a trait of that family line. Every child down the line disobeys its master.

- We get another indication from Nick that he would like a family some day.

- Janette's lines about how every new vampire is a victim, seduced into vampirism by something, yet is ignorant of the consequences fits into Nick's coming across. It doesn't fit into Janette's nearly as much as LaCroix told her more than he told Nick, but still didn't tell her the whole picture. In other episodes such as Fever the flashback shows that free consent is needed, but in that one the person about to be brought across seems to know a little more about what's going to happen to them than others have. Richard Lambert and Nick were the two that were told the least about what was going to happen.

- The scenes showing the friendship between Natalie and Schanke are wonderful.

- The parallels between Nick's independence from LaCroix and Serena's from Nick are interesting. The main difference is that Nick let her go when she wanted to leave. He did not chase her through the centuries tormenting her, trying to keep her by his side, and his alone.

- Serena did not go through the intense First Hunger that all vampires go through upon waking. The one where they will take the first person they see, friend, enemy, lover… Nick went through it as did Janette.

- LaCroix fingering the burnt spot on the door was a nice touch. LaCroix remembers Nick staking him with the flaming 2x4, even if there is no flashback from Dark Knight: The Second Chapter illustrating it.

- It was a little unclear what Serena wanted. From her words to Nick, it did sound like she wanted to become a vampire.

- First LaCroix wants Nick to run back to him, and when he does, he grows annoyed with him for doing so.

- The two times I've been to the CN Tower, once around 1996 and the other last summer (2001) there was no chain link fence anywhere around the Tower.

- Filming at the Tower was done higher up than the tourists are allowed to go. The actors and crew were up where the television and radio antennas are. It was a windy night, and at one point it got so windy that they had to stop filming and go back to the studio to finish the scene.

- Could Serena be the reason why Nick refuses to bring Natalie across? Could it be that he does not want to repeat that mistake?

Close Call

- When Schanke was talking to the people Nick knew best, why did he not talk to Natalie? She should have been the very first person he talked to. She's Nick's doctor, best friend, and he thinks they are more than friends. Why did he not talk to her about it at all? All he did was rant and vent his own feelings and frustrations. He did not ask her any of the hard questions he was going to ask about Nick. No thinking of Natalie when the book said that vampires recruit from among their mortal friends.

- Some of the flashbacks Schanke has he could not possibly have seen because he was not right there then.

- It would have been fun and interesting if they would developed the relationship/friendship between Schanke and Janette a bit more. They seemed to like each other and enjoyed talking with each other, once the initial ice was broken.

- It does not seem likely that Nick actually keeps an autographed picture of LaCroix in his desk.

- Schanke mentioning Nick using the blood to thicken his oils is a nice bit of continuity with Killer Instinct.
Crazy Love

- This episode was filmed before Be My Valentine but aired after it. Nick and Natalie were not romantically involved when Crazy Love was filmed, so when Nick and Janette were together, he was not cheating on Natalie.

- This is a rather interesting look into what makes a vampire the killing machine that  it is. Why it desires and needs the blood so much. A serious look into the vampire psyche.

· I think Natalie suspects that things are not as good as he tells her. It is probably one of the reasons she asked him if he no longer has those feelings and urges. She wanted to see his reaction as well as hear his answer. 

Season Three Introduction

A massive fan campaign brought back the show for a third season. However, they were unaware of the extensive changes this would cause. The show was now a joint production between USA Network and the SciFi channel. USA would show an episode and then it would air on SciFi. Midway through the season USA dropped the show all together and SciFi finished off the season.

During this season, the show lost much of its humor and it's spark. Many of the older characters became moody, depressed, cranky, and the whole show was darker. The entire dynamic of the series changed. USA had emphasized the new young characters trying to appeal to the hip crowd, as well as adding in more sex, and trying to make the show more dark and gritty but it seemed to backfire on them. They tried to make the show into what it was never meant to be. The spirit of the older characters seemed to be broken and the new characters never seemed to catch on. There were fans that really liked the new characters, and many of them just now discovering the show. The long time viewers seemed disappointed with the way things had turned out.

Season Three Summaries

Black Buddha part 1

Season 3, Episode 1

Written by James Parriott

Directed by Geraint Wyn Davies

Guest Cast:

Claire Gibson.....................Tamara Gorski

Vudu..............................Stuart Hughes

Karen.............................Gillian Vanderburgh

Newscaster........................Ola Sturik

Hawkeye...........................Justin Allder

Mountie...........................Thomas Mitchell

Miller............................Karen Waddell

Inka..............................Damon d'Oliveira

Two different scenes are inter-cut with each other. The viewer sees a couple making love, and a guy building something using tiny electronic parts. He puts his device into a musical ballerina figurine. He slips the ballerina into a gift-wrapped box. The gift builder is the guy making love. He gives his lover the gift, telling her she is not to open it until she is in the air.

The Titanic has hit the iceberg and is sinking. People are frantically rushing around trying to escape. A woman tells Nick she caused it and deserves to die, claiming she is the Black Buddha. She is holding a small black carved figurine. Nick drains her.

Nick wakes frightened by his horrible nightmare covered in blood sweat. He touches his forehead and bolts for the fridge. He grabs a bottle of blood and wolfs it down.

Nick watches the news about Dollard being moved to Alberta that evening along with crucial evidence involving a courthouse bombing in Edmonton during the past July. Dollard's the bomber and was arrested in Toronto last week. It is believed he worked alone.

Nick's telephone rings. He turns off the TV before answering it. He lightly tells Schanke to wear his good suit because the press will be at the airport. He is not to worry about his family because Nick will look in on them and make sure they do not need anything. He teases Schanke that he thinks he can survive a week without him. He tells Schanke to call when he gets in. His good mood turns a bit more serious after he hangs up.

Inside Natalie's office, she reminds Nick he has to follow the rules if he wants results. He tells her he does not think it is working. He can barely get down raw hamburger, and it has been four years. She reminds him it is an eye blink. He could not do that much when they first started. She tells him if he really wants a shot at mortality, he has to give it a chance, and not give up on her. Joe Reese calls looking for Nick. Nick knows Reese from Castlefrank and wonders why he is calling. She fills Nick in that he is subbing for Cohen while she and Schanke are out of town. Nick takes the telephone and asks what's up.

Inside the bullpen, Reese wants Nick to keep Tracy safe on his watch. Nick's without a partner for a week and could have been on his way to Edmonton tonight. Schanke would have pulled the job, then changes his mind. Nick comments that Tracy's father is on the Police Commission. Reese says he was not going to bring it up, but if he wants to a permanent Captain's position, he'll need her father's help. It is why Reese assigned the daughter to a hero for the week he's is in charge there, and Tracy Vetter stays in one piece for the next week. Nick does not like his assignment. Reese says if she were not any good, she would still be in blues. Reese approaches the young detective. She is embarrassed to be caught sleeping. She's startled, stands and apologizes, telling them she is more of a day person. Nick and Reese exchange looks. Nick's says I told you so. Reese is not amused, as it seems his info was wrong.

Out in the Caddy, Tracy tells Nick she knows what he is thinking. There is a neon sign warning them to be careful because she's the Commissioner's Daughter.

The gift builder parks where he can watch planes taking off. He sees one take off. Inside, is his lover, giving her speech about the Captain and their flying time.

In the Caddy, Tracy tells Nick she is her own person with her own talents. She wants to be judged on her own merits. Nick helps her finish her sentences, knowing what she is going to say. They both know her father had something to do with her career.

The man's lover is the co-pilot as she is pushing levers in the cockpit.

Tracy asks where they are going. Nick says he thought they would drive around and get acquainted. Tracy is disgusted, thinking he was told to keep her safe. Nick denies it. She comments they are almost at the airport. He says his subconscious must be working over time. The gift builder is lying on the hood of his car, dialing his cell phone as Nick and Tracy pass by, not noticing him. Tracy asks why did not Nick go. He is the one who made the collar. Nick says Schanke made it too. She tells him it was his beating Dollard's car to the end of the block, forcing him to crash. Nick says the guy panicked and he got lucky. Tracy comments he gave up a week in Alberta. Nick says he hates to fly.

The guy pushes a button on his cell telephone. Inside the plane's cockpit, music starts. The pilot asks what it is and the woman smiles, having forgotten about her gift. She picks it up. That Old Black Magic plays as the plane's in a holding pattern.

Tracy says she has heard Nick is allergic to daylight. He confirms it. She asks why he has a convertible. Nick is a little surprised, realizing she is smarter than she lets on.

The guy watches the sky as the co-pilot talks to the tower while holding the ballerina music box. She turns off the music box. The plane explodes into a giant fireball.

Tracy's stunned and horrified. It shows. Nick tells her to call it in. When she does not, he repeats it more urgently. Something hits the ground like a falling star, the explosion is almost as tall as some of the buildings. They stop close to the wreckage, look down the ravine and see lots of small yellow fires dotting the landscape. Nick hears a baby's cry and rushes into the main part of the disaster, Tracy right behind him. Nick finds the baby and tosses aside chunks of wreckage too heavy for a mortal to lift. He finds the baby and hands it to Tracy.

A piece of partially burnt paper catches Nick's attention. He picks it up and his world is shattered. It's Schanke's boarding pass. Nick nearly collapses as he sees Schanke's name, and says his name. Many sirens are heard in the background.

Fire crews put out the fires. Tracy tells Reese how Nick got the baby out. Firefighters, rescue personnel, paramedics all search for survivors.  Nick's consoling Natalie as they hold each other tight. She is in a hooded white jumpsuit with her filter mask hanging around her neck. Nick says he should have gone. She tells him he could not, on the verge of tears. He tells her if he had not caught the bomber, or if Dollard had escaped. She says he cannot blame himself.

Nick tells Natalie about the dream Schanke had last week, where he dreamt his own death. Schanke was standing naked at the end of a bowling alley. Myra was holding his ball at the other end of the alley. It makes them momentarily smile.

Reese approaches and tells them he sent someone to the house as soon as they heard. Nick says he has to go see her, but does not know what to say. Reese says the plane went down. Nick tells him about the explosion in the sky they saw. Reese says it could be many things, but cannot assume it is a connection to the bomber. It never makes any sense. Everyone dies one way or another. Nick says he hopes he is right. Natalie briefly touches Nick's arm as he passes by. Reese prevents Tracy from following Nick, offering her a ride back. Natalie returns to rescue work.

Nick flashes back to the Titanic. He is standing on an upper deck, leaning on a railing when a woman approaches him and comments on his kind traveling in such high profile among mortals. She thought they would be more discreet. He pretends ignorance. She tells Nick she knows what he is. He says she should know to stay way. She says she has a fascination with danger and the occult. She scratches her arm with a fingernail, introducing herself as Claire Gibson, offering her arm to him. He is so desperate for human blood he barely gets out Nicholas de Brabant before grabbing her wrist and drinking. It is clear how erotic she finds it. He looks up wanting more, and hears she needs his help.

Nick continues walking through the crash site, devastated and stunned as rescue workers and firefighters move around. Nick heads for his car. The few spectators leave, all but one- the gift builder. He is sipping from his travel mug as he watches Nick drive away.

Nick flashes back to the Titanic. Claire and Nick are in her cabin. She tells him about the Black Buddha. It is a black Kali statue encrusted with jewels. Death and destruction follow anyone who removes it from the Temple of Kahn. Nick asks if the curse bothers her. She says it is why she is traveling on the safest ship afloat, but her time owning it is almost over. She is giving it to Nick. It grants one wish. She explains the miracles each owner has had. She says there must be something he wants more than anything in the world. He tells her there is. She says she adores life and he is her wish. She expects to step off the boat immortal, once they reach New York. The first impact of the iceberg is felt.

Nick snaps back to the present.

Tracy and Reese walk through the crash site. She asks if he thinks both the baby's parents were on board, learning they will know soon enough. She sees a dark haired, thirty-something guy's eyes open an calls out to Reese shocked and horrified that the guy's alive. Reese comes over, squats down and feels for a pulse. He tells Tracy the guy is stone cold. He tells her they have seen too much and to come on. She does not follow and is called again. She almost seems to sense the corpse taking off as soon as her back is turned.

A sign on the front lawn ID's the house as Don and Myra Schanke's. Nick is offering a few last words to Myra.

LaCroix's monologue is about loss. He asks who knows death better, the dying person or those that have seen it many times. He asks Nick if it is grief that is weighing him down or is it his guilt.

Nick is hiding against the wall from the sunlight streaming into the room. He soon closes the blinds, grabs his bottle and wolfs it down.

The bomber is hard at work.

Inside the precinct, Reese and Nick are heatedly discussing the bombing, the fact they are off the case and how there may be an accomplice who wanted Dollard silenced.

Tracy enters the closed area by showing her Police Commission badge. Nick's Metro PD badge is refused. Nick whammies the officer then catches up with Tracy. He comments on her using her father to get in. Tracy tells him she just wanted to see if there was any news about the baby's parents.

Inside the makeshift morgue, Natalie tells them they should not be there. Tracy asks why three pictures are off to the side. Natalie says they have not found those bodies yet. The two women were sitting over the wing and were probably incinerated. The man is J.D. Valdez, a thirty-something guy. Nick sees Schanke and Cohen's pictures and cannot take his eyes off them. Natalie tells a guard they are the last ones. The three leave. Tracy says she dropped her key and is going back in. Nick and Natalie embrace, consoling each other. She is very upset. She comments the Mountie is cute, and it is the only reason she would go back. She asks why would someone do that, then confirms it was a bomb.

Inside, Tracy tells the Mountie she left something and will be a moment. He tells her he will be outside. Once alone, Tracy pulls her gun and tells the corpse she sees rooting through the body parts bag to freeze. He wisecracks they actually say that as he turns around. She orders him to put up his hands. He tells her it will be hard because he lost one in the crash, holding his severed hand in the other. He does put them up. She sees this and passes out.

Inside the loft, Nick and Natalie discuss the Buddha. Nick flashes back to the Titanic as he tells Natalie about it. Claire tells Nick the unsinkable ship is going down as the work of the Buddha. Natalie refuses to believe Nick's explanation he is the Buddha, that he caused the crash by catching Dollard. She tells him it's a rock with big jewels, and cannot believe the nonsense. She is quite upset. She realizes if he did not have it, he would not believe, and his wish would not come true. She is angry when she learns she is Nick's wish, she and their work on the cure. She refuses to believe in magic, angrily commenting mortals have to live in reality and leaves.

Nick flashes back to the Titanic and tells Claire it is not too late to come across. She reminds him of all the deaths there would be on his conscience.

Tracy comes around to find Vachon driving her car. She comments on his hand being reattached and his having her gun. He returns it to her. She learns he is Javier Vachon and he has checked her ID. She holds him at gunpoint as she tells him they are going down to the precinct. He tries to whammy her, telling her they are going to the Salvation Army so he can get some new clothes and then they will say good bye. She tells him he is full of crap. The whammy failed. He offers to tell her something about the crash.

Nick is driving, listening to LaCroix tell him he just has to drop the suitcase of guilt and he is free.

Inside the redecorated Raven, it is now rather tacky and not as busy as it used to be. The new bartender does not know who Janette is. LaCroix ignores Nick's questions about where Janette is. LaCroix tells Nick there is an amateur strip night on Fridays. When Nick keeps asking, LaCroix finally gives in, telling Nick she'd been there twenty years and knew it was time to leave. She sold him the club cheaply and left. He broadcasts from a booth in the back. She does not want to be found, emphasizing Nick is not to look for her. They will meet up again when the time is right. LaCroix suggests Nick consider moving on, especially with all the changes. When one stays too long, they feel alone, lonely, and feel their immortality.

Inside Tracy's apartment, she realizes she can see Vachon in the shower from her full-length mirror. He catches her. She realizes he's J.D. Valdez, but otherwise has no idea what he is. He asks for his shirt and she tosses it to him, telling him she saw him getting away last night. She says she can help. He tells her she cannot help, because she is a cop. She is not to look for him because it is too dangerous. He will find her and tell her about the crash, later. They kiss. He vamps out and is startled when she calls out his name. He thanks her for her help and leaves.

The bomber has many packages finished, identical other than the wrapping paper color.

Nick is studying the tape of the co-pilot and Pearson Tower. Reese tells Nick it is enough. Nick says there's music, and congratulates Reese on being the new Captain. Reese says he wishes it came about a different, happier way. He tells Nick to drop it. The Feds have been all over the tape. Reese asks why Nick is there as he and Tracy have the week off. Nick says he is there to clean out Schanke's desk before the funeral.

The bomber addresses one package to Reese as a congratulatory gift from Commissioner Vetter.

Nick pulls Schanke's Partners of the Month plaque out of Schanke's desk and is overwhelmed by emotions. He cannot continue. He enters Reese's office, hearing Reese promise Tracy will remain safe. Reese hangs up admitting everyone sucks up, it is how the world works. The gift-wrapped box is delivered. Nick resigns, saying it's time to move on, too many changes.

A few minutes later in the bullpen, Reese offers Tracy a chocolate from her dad's gift. Tracy tells him her father hates chocolate. He calls them germ collectors for the mouth. Reese comments she should be off and hears she needs to work. She has found the address for J.D. Valdez, an abandoned church. He realizes she is going there no matter what.

Natalie enters the loft and sees everything but the piano is sheet covered. Nick is playing a sad tune. She's annoyed and comments he was going to move on without saying good bye. He says he has found it works best that way. She asks if he knows how much it hurts to learn that he was leaving from a desk sergeant. She tells him people there love and depend on him. He says he killed his friends. She comments he is running because he is cursed, telling him he is not the Buddha. The real Black Buddha is out there and will kill again, but it will not matter to him because he will be off somewhere, in a new life, and feeling sorry for himself. He tries to talk to her. She says she expected better than that from him, her disappointment clearly showing. She does not know why she came, it's wrong and leaves.

Tracy is exploring the dark, old church, calling out to anyone there. She pulls her gun. The Inka grabs her, pinning her to the wall by her neck. In Spanish, he demands to know where he is, but does not say who he is. Tracy ID's herself and fires into the Inka. She's hocked and terrified. When he vamps out, lifting them into the air, demanding to know where he is before she dies.

Nick's telephone rings. It is Reese, who learns about J.D. Valdez. Nick's looking out the window and sees an explosion at the twenty-third precinct, which is about two blocks away. Nick hears music, learns it is from the candy box. There is a second explosion. Nick scares Reese telling him not to touch it. Reese very nervously tells Nick he has his hand on a piece. Nick tells him not to move, to evacuate the building and call in the bomb squad.

The Inka again demands to know where someone else is.

Nick arrives at the precinct and says to keep the alley clear. He learns three other precincts have been hit, and that the bomb squad is at a fourth. Nick rushes into Reese's office. Reese asks Nick how he got there and hears Nick flew. Reese is momentarily confused, but there are more pressing problems needing immediate attention. Nick tells Reese the bomb squad's tied up and to leave. Reese says it was addressed to him. Nick reminds Reese he has a wife and two kids. Nick whammies Reese into switching places examining it is something he has to do. Nick puts his finger on the bomb and Reese reluctantly leaves, not wanting Nick to die in his place.

The Inka demands to know where Vachon is, in Spanish, still holding Tracy by the throat, above the ground. Tracy says she does not know where Vachon is.

Natalie sees everyone fleeing the building as she tries to enter. Reese stops her and pulls her away. She's scared and worried upon learning Nick's in there with the bomb. She does not want to be dragged away, screaming Nick's name.

Nick takes a deep breath and very quickly jumps through the window. There is an explosion. Natalie is terrified and worried, and she is screaming Nick's name.

At the same time, Vachon explodes through the church window, slamming the Inka against the far wall. Tracy lands on her butt, even more shocked, scared and horrified by what she sees. Vachon rushes to her after the Inka has been staked, metal or wood unknown. Vachon sadly says he wishes he could make her forget. She firmly refuses to forget. He lifts her to her feet.

Nick walks out of the alley. Natalie's the most relieved and runs towards him.

In the loft, the news is on. Natalie asks what he is going to do with the Buddha. He says he is going to dump it into the middle of the ocean. He still believes its magic, but it will not bring Schanke back. He says it is time to get on with his life.  Natalie comments on all the expensive jewels, and gets a comment not to tempt him. The news announces the baby's father is an oil worker in Alberta. He just learned of the tragedy on his remote oil platform. Natalie says it will make Tracy happy.

Tracy is unconscious in Vachon's arms as he takes to the sky.

The end.

Black Buddha part 2

Season 3, Episode 2

Written by James Parriott

Directed by Geraint Wyn Davies

Guest Cast:

Vudu............................Stuart Hughes

Newscaster......................Ola Sturik

Miller..........................Karen Waddell

Screed..........................Greg Kramer

Inca............................Damon d'Oliveira

The Angel.......................Joanna Bacalso

Urs.............................Kristin Lehman

Jude Deshnell...................Emmanuelle Chriqui

There is a short recap before moving onto the new material.

Outside the precinct doors, Nick is talking to the press, giving them very little. He says twenty-three died in the bombings, plus the two earlier in the week.

Inside the bullpen, Reese learns Nick barely survived the funeral services. Nick does not know anything more about J.D. Valdez. Reese is searching for Tracy.

The bomber is hard at work building new and larger bombs.

Inside the precinct, Reese is holding a briefing. Forty kilos of Semtex was stolen from a mining operation. Vudu has struck several cities across the country hitting different public service personnel each time. The tune on the stolen music boxes is where he got his name. There is no description of Vudu. After the briefing, Reese rants to Nick he can understand the motive behind a single homicide, but something human is missing from a mass murderer/serial killer. He rants about Hitler being from another planet. Nick mentions Oklahoma City, Nagasaki, among others. Reese says he can understand those. Nick comments Reese might've made the same call and Nick points out everyone has a dark corner, a little bothered by Reese's comments. It is not just voodoo. Reese learns Tracy is nowhere to be found, including her parents house.

Inside Screed's lair, he tells Vachon to whammy her. When Screed learns she will not whammy, he says to kill her. Tracy's tied to a chair and gagged, not at all happy. Screed wants a taste, but Vachon gets defensive. Screed learns the Inka is why Vachon will not keep her at the church.

Nick is exploring the church, and is attacked by the Inka. The Inka's scared by a vamped out Nick, demanding to know who he is.

In Screed's lair, Screed refuses to save Vachon's hide. He tells Vachon he does not know him. Vachon and Tracy are to be gone when he gets back. Tracy yells through the gag to remove it and get her out of the sewer.  She has to promise not to scream or yell before he removes the gag. She tells him the sewer is full of diseases she can catch. She asks about the Inka.

The Inka tells Nick he was a soldier in Atahuallpa's army when he met his death in 1531 at the hands of the Spaniard, Javier Vachon. Vachon tells Tracy Pizarro had laid an ambush at Lake Titicaca. He was running a message to an artillery placement in the hills. He thought it would be impossible to defeat the Inka and fellow soldiers. The Inka tells Nick Vachon wore too much armor and could easily defeat him. They fought all day and into the night. Right after they struck their fatal blows, the woman appeared. She heard the courage in their dying hearts and brought them across. Tracy learns it was the most erotic thing Vachon ever experienced, yet was pure. It was as if she was flowing into them. She taught them the ways of the night and taught them to stop senseless killing. Those that value life should live. That morning she let the sun take her. They watched until they had to get out of the light.

Vudu has filled a bag with his new bombs.

Nick's driving while LaCroix comments on how wonderful humans on, going on about all their best features, all their accomplishments, etc. At the end, he says mortals do not delight him.

Vudu puts his bombs around somewhere underground.

Nick enters the sleazier Raven. LaCroix says Nick's staying is predictable. Nick asks LaCroix about Javier Vachon and hears he has lost his sense of humor. LaCroix tells Nick the innocent Urs has run with Vachon and his crew for a long time. Nick and Urs talk off to the side. She tells him Vachon is gone. She is surprised he knows about the Inka, telling him Vachon is always running.

Vachon tells Tracy he was young and Immortal. He did not want to spend eternity tied to his mortal enemy. He woke first, staked the Inka and removed the stake. He should have killed him.  The Inka has chased him, but he has always kept one step ahead. Tracy comments that the Inka only wanted him to keep his end of the deal. Vachon says he was young, Immortal and wanted to see the whole world before him. She says she does not think she likes him anymore.

Urs tells Nick Vachon likes to fly on planes because he likes the feel of the engines. Nick tells her the plane blew up and Vachon was the only survivor. He has a friend of Nick's with him and it is best for everyone if she is found. If anything happens to her, Vachon has to deal with him. He asks Urs to help him find Vachon before he runs off again.

Screed enters his lair talking about how he bagged a whole stash of transponders. Nick arrives and Screed is cranky about all the uninvited guests. Nick pins Vachon to the wall demanding to know where Tracy is, and what he did to her. Vachon says he told her all he knew about the crash and let her go. Screed says he told Vachon to kill her, asking Nick if he is an Enforcer. Nick's vamped out glare silences Screed, after Screed apologizes. Tracy's a resistor and only knows about Vachon, Screed and the Inka. Nick warns Vachon she is his responsibility. Others of their kind will kill her if they find out. Nick tells Vachon he can run, asking if he is going to run from her like the Inka. Vachon is terrified. Nick darkly says Nick is running from the Inka is between Vachon and his conscience. The Inka is alive at the church. Vachon is only alive because he let Tracy go. What happens to Tracy is his (Nick's) business. Eventually he will have to stop and live up to his promise because eternity is a long time to run.

Inside the bullpen, Tracy plops into her chair. Reese approaches and tells her how close he was to putting an APB out on her. He learns she was with an informant all night and is still in the same clothes. Natalie's subtly listening in. Tracy tells Reese her informant told her he saw Karen Tomlinson, the co-pilot, carry a wrapped present through security without it being checked and board her plane. Reese tells her to call her worried father. He leaves when she asks if she can have a moment to think. She is quite shook up and very disturbed by her night.

Natalie approaches and asks Tracy if she is okay. Tracy asks if she has ever had something incredible and wonderful happen that turned out to be very disappointing. She breaks into tears. Natalie tells her it is okay as she consoles her with a hand on her back.

Inside the loft, Natalie learns why Tracy is so upset. She tells Nick there is trouble because Tracy's hooked on him and feeling like she did when Nick was about to move on because of the Buddha. She picks up the Buddha and Nick tries to take it from her. After a few moments, she lets him take the statue. She asks if the song playing is Vudu's theme song, wanting to know if the song picked him or if it was just on the music boxes he stole. When Natalie asks why it matters, he tells her that he wants a motive, a reason why Schanke and Cohen died. He wants something other than the Buddha.

Vudu is putting together another ballerina bomb while a couple of blue metallic, property of Toronto, transponder boxes are stacked beside him.

In the interview room, Karen's sister tells them Karen liked how she had a guy in each city. Toronto Jerry was good looking and good in bed. In the observation room, Nick tells Tracy they cannot put that on a description sheet. The fact Karen and Jerry never went out in public does not help. The airline crew always stayed at the airport hotel. Tracy says she got as much out of her informant as possible. Nick tells her some relationships are not meant to be, which confuses her. She chuckles telling him she thinks the informant is a dead end, telling him he would not understand.

Inside the Raven, Vachon tells Urs he will not be back, after all the trouble he has had getting out. When Urs says she likes it there, Vachon tells her to stay because they are no longer running as a crew. She is surprised he is going to get on another plane and tells him the Inka will find him again.

In the precinct, Reese tells his officers the best he can do is put out a description/picture of her. Tracy comments Vudu's setting up his third bomb, against the police. Reese says they threw out the three bomb theory. Nick says maybe too soon. Tracy comments they assume he bombed the courthouse with Dollard. Nick comments Vudu blew up the plane because he was angry, or wanted to silence Dollard. Tracy comments Dollard was making a political statement, which happened to mess up Vudu's pattern of three. Nick refuses to believe that is why Schanke and Cohen were killed. Tracy points out Dollard messed up Vudu's serial bombing pattern and died for it. Each of the three bombs is bigger than the last and all three are set within a week. There was one bomb on the plane, ten sent to the police. They are afraid of how much bigger the next bomb will be, and knowing they only have forty-eight hours to find Vudu.

Vudu packs up the ballerina in a gift box tucked inside a shopping bag.

Tracy is enjoying a cup of morning coffee and Vudu runs into her. He introduces himself as Gary Bonds. They discuss working the night shift, and how they need coffee to make it home.

Inside Screed's lair, he's not happy to see Vachon and tells him he is not staying, not hiding there from the Inka. Screed goes to sleep, giving up upon throwing Vachon out.

LaCroix's monologue inquires about trying to probe a murderer's mind. Nick will not get any help from him, or a look inside his mind.

In the loft, Nick is surrounded by files, working on his notebook computer, trying to find something useful during the day.

Inside the precinct, Natalie tells Nick cause of death was a bomb and comments he is in early. He says he is trying to make sense of the psych profile. He is trying to think like Schanke. Natalie says Schanke would see Vudu's attacking authority and uses women as carriers.

Vachon and Vudu have breakfast together while Vachon watches from across the street. Vudu leaves behind the shopping bag. Tracy sees it and calls out to him.

Tracy enters the bullpen with the bag, in a great mood. Natalie teases her about her huge mood swings, asking why she is so happy. Tracy tells Natalie she met a great, normal guy, who is employed and works nights. She is to call when she gets off work so they can have breakfast. Tracy's mom is okay, but dad is a killer when it comes to her dates. Tracy sees Nick and learns they have twenty hours to catch Vudu. The Inka arrives and Nick is given his pocket watch by Miller, who says he wants to talk with him. Tracy nervously takes the watch, tells Nick she will handle it and approaches the Inka. Natalie learns the Inka is a vampire and comments that things are getting very complicated.

Reese calls Nick and Tracy. They follow him into another room, hearing a swap meet dealer bought what he thought was a cellular phone transponder from a homeless guy living in the sewers. They see it taken apart on the table. It contains half a kilo of Semtex. The detonator matches Vudu's signature. Vudu has enough Semtex to make sixty bombs, enough to level the city. Panic starts. They are evacuating the downtown and will search everywhere, even underground.

Gary is booking a flight out of town, being watched by Vachon. Tracy calls Gary and tells him about the bombs. He says he just finished a property inspection and describes the boxes, when asked if he has seen them. She is happy he will show her where they are. They are to meet at St. Patrick's Station. She is to bring his shopping bag. Vachon's overheard everything and knows Gary is lying. He follows Gary out of the airline ticket agency.

Inside the bullpen, Tracy tells Reese there are some bombs under St. Patrick's station. She is on her way. Reese tells her to wait for the bomb squad. She leaves with the shopping bag.

In Screed's lair, he is not happy everyone seems to know where he lives.  He tells Nick the transponders are his, learning the goo inside is a bomb, which can level a city block. Nick asks him to help quickly find as many bombs as possible. Screed agrees to for $200 a bomb. They set off at vamp speed through the tunnels.

Vachon stops Vudu from catching a cab to the airport, reminding Vudu of their meeting. Vudu bolts.

Nick and Screed are gathering bombs. Screed has found ten.

At St. Patrick's station, Tracy gets out of her car, while Vudu watches, crouched in the shadows. Vachon flies and slams him into the wall. Vudu says Vachon's late and shoots him several times at point blank range. Vachon falls to the ground. Vudu activates the music box, startling and scaring Tracy.

Inside the precinct, Nick learns via cell phone, Tracy's at St. Patrick's and won't leave. The bomb squad's on the way. Reese worriedly continues, with the other bombs. Nick has Reese relay he's around the corner and will be there in less than a minute. Screed refuses to help now that the detonator is set, until Nick offers $500 per bomb. Nick races off at vamp speed. The Inka's there. He and Screed race off in different directions.

Tracy is talking with Reese over their cell phones. Tracy suggests driving away with the bomb. Reese orders and begs Tracy to leave the bomb and drive away. She says it is her fault. She should have realized she was the perfect target, female cop and the Commissioner's daughter. Reese tells her she's a good cop and has handled herself like a pro this difficult week. He begs her to leave, quite worried. She tells him she's alone and is driving it into the lake. Vudu arrives. Tracy informs Reese before Vudu takes her telephone. He walks away, forcing her to accompany him, at gunpoint. He makes her open the box, telling her there is no way to stop it. They will just wait for the mainspring to wind down. He made it for her. Unknown to him, Vachon is still alive and nearby. There are forty bombs, which will nicely level the city. Vudu sees Vachon approach and fires at him. Vachon grabs Vudu and drains him as Tracy protests. Nick arrives as Vachon drops Vudu's body and wipes his mouth. Tracy tells Nick which is Vudu, and that Vachon saved her life. The Inka's with Nick. Nick says Vudu could have disarmed it. Tracy tells Nick it cannot be disarmed, has a main spring of five minutes and a range of ten miles. It's winding down. Nick tells them to get to safety. Vachon hands his vampire brother the bomb. Nick yells for Tracy to get out. Tracy tells him he does not understand. The Inka flies off to Mother Moon with the bomb. Vudu sings part of the song. Nick asks Vudu to explain and Vudu sings about the music having him under a spell then dies. The bomb goes off high in the sky. Vachon whammies Nick, telling him what he is to remember and what he is to forget. Nick is smirking, his back to Tracy.

Inside Vachon's church, he is playing his guitar when Tracy arrives. She says she thought he would be there, when Screed's place was empty. Vachon tells her Screed runs off to Las Vegas whenever he gets some money, but will return. She says Nick does not remember anything. She tells Vachon she told Nick the Inka saved her from Vudu, she ran into the subway station and when she came out, Vudu was dead. The Inka and the detonator were gone. The police are chalking it up to weird luck. They comment on weirder things happening. Both say at the same time, they are glad the other is staying.

At Schanke's grave, Natalie comments that mortality must be the hardest part. Nick lays Schanke's Partners of the Month plaque against the headstone, telling her he never gests used to it. She lays flowers on his grave, asking if it had been an out of work cop or an anti-government lunatic, it would have made more sense. He agrees it would not have helped. They agree it never should have happened. Schanke and Cohen deserve to be there, not gone without an explanation.

LaCroix's monologue is about bombers killing people and he does not know why. People kill each other.

The end.

Outside the Lines

Season 3, episode 3

Written by Roy Sallows

Directed by Jon Cassar

Guest Cast:

Bruce...........................Callum Keith Rennie

Stu.............................Michael Filipowich

Cass............................Mitra Lovett

JT.............................Brad Austin

Greg............................Jeff Wood

Claude..........................Jacques Tourangeau

Leo.............................Tom Costain

Marie-Claire....................M.J. Lefebryre

Giroux..........................Simon Barry

Vicki...........................Gabrielle Allan

Debbie..........................Chantal Quesnel

Anne Meyers <Kypreos>...........Starvoula Logothettis

In a weird, sleazy club with curtains as room dividers, Cass tells JT she does not want to do business, but she wants pleasure. Bruce breaks up a potential homicide between JT and Greg. Stu calls their attention to women fighting onstage.

A woman screams. The men run back into the room, JT in the lead. They find Cass dead. Bruce seems a bit suspicious of JT.

Nick and Tracy arrive and approach Natalie, who is finishing her exam. The victim had her throat slashed, her blouse was wadded up in the wound, absorbing most of the blood. She was raped. The bruising around her mouth s how a hand was pressed there as the rapist could not have her calling out and attracting attention. Tracy is keeping back as Nick has squatted down beside the body. Cass was there with friends. It was a single, non-hesitating slice with a sharp knife. Tracy asks if it is Rigor Mortis. Natalie explains it is not. Sometimes when there is a violent struggle before death, the lactic acid builds up in the muscles causing them to seize up. Tracy asks if Natalie has a blood type for her, and is told that the Phosphate test only shows the presence of sperm. She has to do a cross match at the lab to get a blood type.

Tracy tells Nick they should start questioning witnesses. Tracy recognizes someone. Nick notices. He retrieves Bruce, just as Bruce is about to hit a cop.  Bruce struggles with Nick all the way. He tells Nick he is stronger than he looks. Bruce calls Tracy Button before they happily embrace. Bruce introduces himself to Nick as Bruce Spencer from Special Affairs. He is undercover with a drug ring. They import the drugs, cocaine, heroin, and tweakers, among others. They cut and sell the drugs to kids in the club. All of the major players are presently in the club. He thanks Nick for not blowing his cover. The murdered girl was one of them. He has been tracking the ring for seven months, including their supply routes. They know all he knows about the murder. Bruce says that JT Gary did it. He was always coming onto Cass but she would not give him the time of day. He went after what she refused to give him. There is no evidence to support this. Bruce suggests slapping JT around. Nick disagrees, needing something that will hold up in court. The two men start verbally fighting. Tracy steps in before it gets too bad. Nick calls her Button, which she seems to hate.

Inside the bullpen, both Nick and Tracy are in a bad mood. She keeps putting different wrong forms into her typewriter and cannot find the correct form. She asks Nick what happened; telling him Bruce is a good cop with a dangerous job. One where he will die if anyone knows he is a cop. She has known Bruce for eighteen years.

Nick tells Reese that there was an undercover cop with the gang. Neither are pleased it is Bruce Spencer. Neither likes Bruce. Nick learns Commissioner Vetter has cleaned up his official record, and has been doing so since Bruce was a rookie. Bruce has a good arrest record, but there is also a list of charges against him, which were covered up by Tracy's dad. Nick comments that Bruce says JT Gary killed Cass, but has no proof.

Nick flashes back to 1942 Lyon, France, during World War II. Nick returns to the resistance quarters with a box of high quality blasting caps and hears he will make a great thief. Leo, a young man, returns.  He is shot, bleeding, in pain and dying. He tells them Nick and Claude that it was a Gestapo trap. He was the only one to escape and dies. Nick realizes there is a traitor among them.

Inside Natalie's office, Tracy is stunned to learn Cass Purcell was ten weeks pregnant and the OB/GYN told Natalie that JT Gary was the father. Tracy and Nick are surprised.

Up on a building's roof, Bruce coaxes JT to the roof's edge and pushes him partly over the ledge demanding to know why JT killed Cass as he handcuffs JT. Bruce denies being a cop.

Nick and Tracy arrive in the Caddy. She comments that Bruce made a mistake. Nick reminds her Bruce said Cass would not let JT touch her and it takes a lot of touching to get pregnant. Nick hears Bruce angrily ask JT why he killed Cass. Nick tells Tracy JT's on the roof. She is to take the elevator while he takes the fire escape.

JT threatens to sue Bruce for police brutality and tells Bruce to keep hitting him, insulting him. He says Bruce will do more time than he will. Bruce does not like the answer. Nick lands on the roof a second before Bruce shoves JT off the roof. Bruce seems a little disturbed afterwards. Nick remains hidden behind a sign.

Tracy arrives, calls out to a panicking Bruce. He pretends to freak out. Nick watches from his hiding place. Bruce tells her JT bolted once handcuffed and ran to the roof. Bruce tried to stop him, but could not. Tracy looks down at the corpse. She comforts Bruce.

Inside a precinct briefing room, Bruce explains to either IA or a shooting review board that he went to JT's to get info to pass along to Detective Vetter. JT looked like he was about to run, figuring he would be nailed for the rape and murder. He broke cover and arrested JT. He handcuffed JT, who bolted for the roof as Bruce was reading JT his rights. Bruce describes JT's running up the stairs, him in pursuit. He tried to stop JT, but it was too late. Nick walks out. Tracy gives Bruce a small grin before leaving.

In the bullpen, Tracy asks why Nick is so negative about Bruce. Nick asks why Bruce let a handcuffed suspect get away. Tracy defends Bruce, commenting on how upset he was. Nick snarkily comments Bruce is her big brother. Reese tells them they are wanted at the ME's office.

Natalie, Nick and Tracy walk into the morgue cooler, where there are three bodies. Natalie shows them JT's body as she tells them the blood type shows he could be the baby's father. Tracy asks if that is Natalie's big news. Natalie gets a little cranky as she comments John Thomas Gary could be the killer but his B positive blood type isn't even close to that of the rapist's AB negative, so he's not the rapist. Tracy asks Natalie if she could be wrong. Natalie tells Tracy that is as close to certain as medicine gets. Tracy is stunned that Bruce was wrong.

The single slash across Cass' throat severed her trachea, right carotid and jugular. Death was due to blood loss. A very sharp fielding knife, scalpel or straight razor could have done it. Natalie starts to explain how the killer held Cass, when she decides it would be easier to show and tell, using Tracy as her demo dummy. The guy held Cass' chin up and the deepest cut was on the right side showing he was a lefty. People rarely cut with their weak hand. Tracy is disturbed by the demonstration. Natalie comments she would not be surprised if the killer had done it before. They all know he will kill again if not stopped.

Nick flashes back to 1942 Lyon, France. He and Claude are trying to figure out who the traitor is. Each member of the group is suspected then discounted, including the two of them. Leo was Marie-Claire's brother. Both Nick and Claude are discounted as suspects when they share the gun, as a guilty man would keep it. Giroux is the only likely suspect as he was in trouble and a liar before the war. They realize they must be certain. They decide to say one lived when the group returns. Giroux will run, betraying himself. The group enters and hears the lie. Marie-Claire looks shocked and something else. They all look at Giroux who pulls his weapon. He denies that he is a traitor, and is winded by Claude. Marie-Claire learns her brother, Leo is dead, and Claude lied. Claude orders Giroux tied up.

Inside the bullpen, Tracy is searching the files for a match. Her first candidate likes drugs and razors.   However, this is shot down when Nick tells her that the guy has been in prison since 1991.

Nick walks over to Reese as construction noise is heard in the background. Nick comments JT had no reason to bolt for the roof, knowing he was not the rapist. They should not fully believe everything Bruce says, even if Tracy's statement backs up Bruce's account. Reese asks if Nick saw anything and hears he did not. He cannot prove anything, even with all of Bruce's lies. Reese learned from the Commissioner Bruce is in the middle of a huge drug case, which the Commissioner does not want to see blown. Nick comments if Bruce is the killer, they have to bring him in. Reese asks Nick what Tracy thinks of Bruce and hears she thinks Bruce walks with the angels. Tracy enters and informs them she checked the similar crime files going back eight years. Everyone is either dead or in jail. Bruce arrives, says he's done with his statement, checked in with his Captain and wants to know if there is anything Reese needs before he hits the streets. He comments the fast life is a dirty job, but someone has to do it. Tracy is the only one smiling, which quickly fades as she sees Nick and Reese's expressions.

Bruce calls Stu and lets him know the police questioned him but he did not tell them anything. It is now back to business as usual. He hangs up and turns around, gun aimed at Nick's face. Nick is undisturbed, a dark, angry look on his face. Bruce lowers his gun, telling Nick he was just reassuring his people as he drinks from a flask. Nick comments people with a guilty conscience tend to get nervous. Bruce offers to use Nick and Tracy as backup. Nick walks away and ignores a desperate Bruce mentioning that there will be commendations.

On the streets, Tracy is not happy to learn Nick did not get anything so they have to question more hookers tomorrow night. He is amused to learn she is embarrassed by some of the things they said to her when they thought she was interested in them. Nick welcomes her to the streets. He starts to say something about Bruce and hears Tracy tell him she grew up with Bruce. Right out of the Academy, Bruce was in vice busting hookers and a tip from one lead to the take down of a white slavery ring. Tracy's father prosecuted them. She says Bruce made it all happen and it was like Police Gazette. Her father was impressed by Bruce. Nick comments that her father has been covering for Bruce since then. Tracy is frustrated as she asks about the cover up, not knowing about it. She comments that Nick doesn't let up and just because Bruce was wrong about JT doesn't mean his every move should be questioned. She points out everyone makes mistakes. Nick tells her he did not want another partner after Schanke. He tells her she is a good cop with good instincts. She needs to look at Bruce with those same instincts.  She is torn between her friend and the truth. It very clearly shows. She asks about the cover up and learns Bruce is rather violent. She tells Nick she thought that the late night talks between Bruce and her father were them comparing notes. She asks Nick if he knows what it is like to doubt someone you've trusted your whole life.

Nick flashes back to Lyon, France. Giroux's being beaten by Claude, who tells Nick to take over and kill Giroux if he moves. Giroux says Nick should know he is not a traitor because they have fought together. Everyone has mistakes in their past. Here he was not Giroux the liar, but Giroux the fighter. He asks Nick if he was a hero before the war, as he loosens the rope around his wrists. Marie-Claire enters and smashes Nick over the head with a wine bottle. Giroux frees himself and takes her hostage, telling them he's innocent, but they will still kill him. The blade of his knife digs into the side of her neck. Nick vamps out telling Giroux that traitors die. Marie-Claire's released. Giroux charges Nick asking what is he. Nick disarms Giroux and breaks his neck. The others open the door and see Giroux in a headlock.

In the present, Tracy approaches her car and gets in. She is surprised to see Bruce in the backseat. He explains he did not want anyone to see them together. He asks her to get Nick to back off because Nick is putting Bruce's life in danger. Tracy tells Bruce Nick is only investigating a murder. Bruce tells her he is very close to bringing down a drug cartel. If she talks to Nick, he will write her into his report, which will make her look good to her dad. She tells him if she impresses her father, it will be for something she has done. She does not like him calling her Button. He comments it is nice to have friends and leaves when she is silent.

Bruce breaks into Vicki's apartment and grabs Vicki by the hair, tossing her onto the couch. His gun's in her face as he questions Vicki about a shipment of laptop computers from Quebec City, who have been gutted and filled with packets of a white powdery drug. She angrily tells him she does not know anything. Bruce raises the hand holding the gun to hit her and is stunned by the barrel of a gun pressed against the back of his neck. He hears he is not to even contemplate it. He is surprised to see it is Tracy, and she's deadly serious. She tells Vicki she can press charges, and tells Bruce to shut up when he says he did not hurt Vicki. He is across the room. She hands Vicki her card and the cops leave.

In daylight outside, Tracy angrily goes off on Bruce about how everything she has heard about him is true. He learns she was following him to try to prove it was all a lie, but it only confirmed he is violent. He tells her he has the best arrest record. You have to slap around the slime. Tracy disagrees. He tells her it is what the bad guys expect. She tells him it is what they get. He starts to say something else and leaves.

After sunset in Natalie's office, she tells Nick they ran a full tox screen on the semen and the rapist is a sick man. Nick jokes they did not need a test to tell them that. She tells him they found strychnine in the sperm sample. Nick is surprised.

Tracy meets Nick at his car. Nick informs her the rapist had strychnine in his blood. She comments it is a poison. Nick tells her some heavy users cut their drugs with it because it makes the heart race and ups the rush, which means a certain kind of girl.

Nick questions a prostitute, learning guys who like sharps like leather as well. Lisa and Anne are two hookers who like to up the danger with strychnine. Tracy cannot seem to get anyone to talk to her. She sees Bruce hiding around the side of a building. He gets her attention.

Bruce tells Tracy he thought about it and she might be right. He might be using a little too much muscle. He did not like the way she was looking at him earlier, so he is going to try it her way. She tells him it is the right way, but he is not sure. When she gives him the latest news on the case, he thanks her and bolts.

Tracy learns Nick got a few names and a place to look. She hopes it leads them to the right person this time.

Nick flashes back to Lyon, France. Claude tells Nick he too would have killed Giroux. They are again as safe as they can be. Nick sees Marie-Claire leaving a Nazi's apartment, kissing him. After she leaves, Nick drains the Nazi. Marie-Claire has been whammied. LaCroix taunts Nick about killing only the guilty, choking the life out of an innocent man. He taunts Nick into draining Marie-Claire. Once she's dead, LaCroix taunts Nick maybe she was sleeping with the enemy to gain info, but they will never know now. LaCroix leaves. Nick wonders if LaCroix was right and regrets his actions.

Nick and Tracy knock on Lisa's door, but she is not home. They move onto Anne's door.

Anne is on the telephone, giving her customer what he wants. She tells him she has to go. If he does not let her, she will never spank him again. Bruce cuts them off by grabbing the telephone. She tells him to get out. She complains Bruce crashed her best customer. Bruce demands to know where a guy is. She refuses to cooperate until he shoves a gun in her face. She denies knowing where he is. Stu comes out of another room. Both men are surprised by the other's presence. She tells Stu Bruce is a cop. Bruce reminds Stu he killed Cass and is going to die. Stu's scared and claims it was an accident. She was fighting him and he did not know what else to do. The woman moves, distracting Bruce. Stu tells Bruce he is getting soft, which is bad news for a cop. He smashes Bruce over the head with a vase. She tries to prevent murder, and is slammed against the wall by Stu. He runs his straight razor lightly down her chin and stops at her throat. She begs him not to kill her.

Tracy and Nick enter. Stu grabs Tracy and holds the straight razor against her throat. Nick aims at Stu, who threatens to slit Tracy's throat unless he disarms. Nick puts away his gun, telling Stu no one has to get hurt. Tracy spins out of Stu's grip and pins his arm behind his back. Nick takes over, holding Stu in a chokehold before tossing him to the floor and checks on Tracy. She is shook up, but okay. Bruce's holding Stu's head against the floor and presses the muzzle of the cocked gun into Stu's forehead. Stu begs them not to let Bruce kill him. Tracy both tells and begs Bruce not to kill Stu. Eventually her voice sinks in. He looks at her and sees her expression. He regains control and lets go of Stu. He tells Stu he is under arrest for Cass' murder. Tracy is very relieved.

Inside the bullpen, Tracy is depressed. Nick says he is sorry, but it is the only way the law can work. He leaves. Tracy enters an interview room and tells Bruce that Vicki gave them the final piece and they took the Cartel down. Bruce is pleased. She tells him they are charging him with JT's murder. He's not surprised and tells her she was wrong. He tried it her way and she nearly died. He should have killed JT when he had the chance. Sometimes you have to use force. The bad guys won because he is locked up and the bad guys are out there. He tells her if you live by the rules you are eaten up. He says he may play outside the law, but it is justice. Her back is to him as she tells him it is murder.

The end.

Blackwing

Season 3, Episode 4

Written by Gillian Horvath

Directed by Allan Kroeker

Guest Cast:

Jess Nevins......................... Denis LaCroix

Marian Blackwing.................... Michelle Thrush

Gary Blackwing...................... Jack Burning

Young Gary Blackwing................ Glen Gould

Reporter............................ Paula Barrett

Judge Beatrice Payne................ Victoria Mitchell

Mark Buckwater...................... Peter Kelly Gaudreault

Roger Bland......................... Jim York

Security Guard...................... Colm Magner

An older Native American is chanting in front of a painting. A young man and woman meet in a forest. She seems lost and searching when they meet. He tries to hand her a wooden staff. A woman is restlessly asleep in her bed. In the forest she asks if the  young man before her is her grandfather. His throat is slit, but it is the older man who is killed. It is mirrored in the forest. The woman wakes up terrified, calling out for her grandfather. He lies dead on the floor in both the spirit plane and reality.

Tracy is getting ready for work as she watches the news. There is a protest over the Robinson mega mall. She is surprised to see Vachon telling the reporter the Mississauga land claim is valid. He does not have proof, but believes the claim will be proven valid.

At the crime scene, the victim is Gary Blackwing. He was part of the land claim group, who says the mall is being built on their land and they want a share in the mall. Natalie believes the obsidian ceremonial knife missing from the pair is the likely murder weapon. Nick is shocked when he touches it and has to cover it with a static electricity excuse when Tracy arrives. Tracy tells them it's a Raven knife and tells them the history behind it. They look at her curious until they learn she was a Girl Guide. Nick is holding his shocked hand.

Nick and Tracy go off to question Gary's friend, Jess Nevins. Nevins comments on the land being theirs and they need the jobs the mall would provide. They only want their fair share. Tracy asks if Gary was a medicine man, and why he was killed with a ceremonial Raven knife. Nevins tells her Gary walked the spirit plane, but was down to earth in business matters and his people. The knife was handy. He came down from the reservation to say with Gary because of tomorrow's hearing. Gary had the original surveyor's letter and was going to bring it to the meeting. He did not trust anyone so he kept the document's location a secret.

Marian Blackwing arrives at the murder scene all freaked out. She is there and no one called her. She explains she saw it on the spirit walk. Nick and Tracy are a little suspicious. Nick touches her and she sees glimpses of his true nature. Both are startled and scared as he pulls away.

Inside the interview room, Jess explains Gary was keeper of the old ways among their people. Marian had his gift. She says she never felt anything before tonight. She describes what she saw. One is forever young on the spirit plane. Jess translates what she is saying. Gary tried to give a stick to Marian, which means he was trying to give her his power.

Reese and Natalie watch from the observation room. He does not buy it. Natalie explains psychic connections can occur between very close relatives. It is not admissible in court.

In the bullpen, Tracy is asking if Marian could do a ceremony and ask her grandfather who killed him. Jess tells Tracy they need to go. Once Tracy leaves, Jess learns Marian still sees with Gary's eyes. She sees darkness trying to smother the light trying to escape from inside Nick. Nick approaches to thank them. When he and Marian shake hands, she puts her hand on his cheek and sees more of the darkness within him. Marian's scared and pulls away. Nick is startled and uncertain. Jess tells Nick that Marian can heal him. She can take away the darkness. After Jess and Marian leave, Tracy teases Nick that Marian has a crush on him.

Nick is out driving when he sees Marian on the spirit plane. It is so vivid he must pull over. He's shaken up and takes to the sky. Marian is restlessly asleep. She finds a blanket-covered body and blood. Nick appears in the sunlit spirit plane. Marian wakes up startled.

She senses someone in her room and gets out of bed. She sees Nick in the dark. Both want to know what is happening. She wants to help him. She searches for his ailment. He tells her he knows what the problem is. They wind up on the spirit plane where she reassures him the sun cannot hurt him. She slices their arms with a Raven knife and puts the two cuts together. She tells him to let her heal him. She kisses him. He responds. Their kisses become passionate. Back in reality, Nick buttons his cuff, leans over her sleeping form and kisses her cheek. He walks over to the mirror and is puzzled by his strong reflection in it.

In the loft at sunrise, Nick's staring into the mirror as he tells Natalie something has changed. He feels free as if the past was erased. She's skeptical and tells him all her research has shown his vampirism is not metaphysical. Nick opens a blind and sticks his hand into the sun. Natalie is concerned when she hears him gasp in pain. He says he is okay. He is still a vampire.

Marian wipes off her steamed mirror, an odd expression on her face. She looks darker, confused and not quite herself.

Inside another building, a young Native American in a suit tells Jess the settlement money is guaranteed. Jess is not interested, telling Little Cloud the land is theirs. Little Cloud wisecracks about Gary seeing from the other side. Jess tells Little Cloud not to mock what he does not believe. Gary is watching and listening. Marian is going over paperwork. The judge scolds Jess' side for being unprepared. Jess explains what has happened and is granted a week to find the letter or the case is dropped. The Robinson people seem a little too pleased. Marian asks to speak for her grandfather and is allowed to, which causes some concern among the Robinson people.

Inside the loft, Natalie checks Nick's vitals as he tells her he does not feel guilty. She wisecracks about the cost of getting one's soul dry-cleaned, then apologizes. She reminds him he had three pints of donated plasma for breakfast and is still a vampire, sounding frustrated and a little jealous. He does not buy he feels better because he wants to and sees she does not fully believe her attempts at scientific explanations. He says that maybe it is enough that he does not feel like a vampire. Natalie's expression shows she does not agree.

Tracy and Marian are at Gary Blackwing's apartment. Tracy is double-checking her work to make sure she did not miss anything. Marian is surprised to see her painting in a prominent location. Marian never showed her grandfather her art because she figured he would be disappointed because she left the reservation and that way of life. Marian says she left at seventeen, worked and put herself through art school, earning a Masters in Fine Arts. Tracy says she grew up in a family of cops and thought everyone was a cop. In college she tried pre-med, pre-law, computers, anything that wasn't police work. She figures you wind up what you are meant to be. She says she is a good cop. She tells Marian they will start going through Gary's stuff when they get clearance. Marian comments it will take more than a week. She looks at her painting as she comments she wishes she had a clue.

Tracy is in Vachon's church looking for him. He sneaks up on her again. Tracy learns Vachon fought in the French-Indian War on the side of the underdog. He and his small band would harass the scouts and interrupt supply lines.

Vachon flashes back to how they interrupted supply lines, by draining the soldiers.

He tells Tracy he knows the land claim is one hundred percent valid because he was there when it was signed.

A brief flashback shows him signing the letter as J. Vachon and making his symbol.

On the way to deliver it, they were double-crossed and the letter was stolen.

He flashes back to the dead bodies of the couriers and searches for the letter.

He tells Tracy the letter vanished until Gary Blackwing somehow found it. He is shocked when Tracy tells him Gary was murdered last night.

Nick is restlessly asleep on the couch.
Nick is also on the spirit walk looking around as he moves through it. Marian approaches, kisses him and asks for his help, since she helped him. She leaves. He looks around and sees a guy sitting on a rock with his back to Nick. Nick walks around him and sees it's one of the Robinson suits. His throat has been slashed.

Nick enters and learns about Robinson's lawyer, Timothy Wade, being dead.

At the crime scene, Tracy tells Nick a hooker reported it. She had leaned in to see if he was interested. It is the dead guy from the spirit plane. Natalie comments on it not necessarily being related to the land claim. Tracy says it is an eye for an eye. Nick learns the murder probably happened about half an hour ago, which would be the same time Nick woke from the spirit plane.

Inside the bullpen, Mr. Buckwater (aka Little Cloud) tells Reese they have no chance to win if the public turns against them. Jess is not too happy to be called in again. He comments on Marian sharing her soul with Nick. Both agree Nick and Marian are too much of loners.

Nick and Marian discuss helping each other, his being on the spirit plane again, and seeing Wade's murder. Her seeing her grandfathers murder again and again, life becoming dreams and dreams becoming life. Nick tells her that is what he is afraid of.

Tracy calls Vachon to confirm he had no part in it and to tell him to stay out of it. He agrees to stay out of it. She tells him she does not trust him. He tells her to find the letter and she will realize everything he said was the truth.

Reese calls Nick into his office and reminds him Marian is a suspect. Nick reassures the Captain nothing is happening between him and Marian. Reese wants Marian tailed. Nick is allowed to do it, with the reminder that she is a suspect.

At the morgue, Natalie tells Tracy that Wade was nearly decapitated. Gary's throat slashing was much shallower, but still fatal. Natalie doesn't totally buy Tracy's opinion that the killer was more confident this time. Natalie has Tracy peek through a microscope at the obsidian knife fragments found on both bodies.

Nick's driving around while LaCroix tells the story/legend of the Raven, which is different from Tracy's. It is about how the Raven became all black as a punishment. Nick has a spirit walk flash so intense he nearly looses control of the car. Violent actions are seen as he skids to a stop. Violent images flash through the spirit plane. Marian points an accusing finger at someone. Nick suddenly snaps out of it as the police radio calls him. Nick is a little disoriented.

Inside the precinct, Reese and Tracy talk about how Bland's murder happened outside their jurisdiction so they will not let her near the body. Nick is missing and Robinson's out of the country and cannot be warned. Reese says Dr. Lambert is the ME on call. Maybe she can help with information on Roger Bland and Nick's whereabouts.

Inside Natalie's office, Tracy learns Bland was stabbed to death by an obsidian knife, but they cannot tell if it was the missing knife or one of many possibly made from the same block of obsidian. Natalie is not happy to learn they have not been able to reach Nick for the last hour. They tried Marian's but there is no response there either. Tracy leaves. Natalie's concerned she is also wondering if Nick's with Marian.

Inside Gary's apartment, Jess and Nick are there, and both are troubled. Nick is troubled by all the strange things that happened since Marian helped him. They discuss Nick's having the gift of accessing the spirit walk, Nick's seeing the murders there, but not the killer, seeing Marian there. Jess tells Nick to tell Gary he loves him like a brother, but Gary still owes him money. Nick can find Marian on the spirit plane at any time by following their strong bond.

In Natalie's office, she is on the telephone, telling someone they will get the reports as promised and takes a note for Nick. Nick enters and hears everyone is looking for him. Natalie is concerned w hen her information there's a new victim is met with Nick's confession he thinks he did it.

Tracy is reluctantly let into Bland's office, thanks to her search warrant. She looks around. Inside Natalie's office, she is skeptical about the spirit plane. She listens, surprised and concerned. Nick tells her he saw the murders and saw both blood on his hands and the knife. She asks questions to draw out more answers. He was not holding the knife and was seeing through his eyes what someone else was seeing. She asks who's eyes and learns Marian took the killer out of him and into herself. Nick has a quick flash to the spirit plane and Marian stabbing someone.

In Bland's office, Tracy is listening to Bland and Buckwater's taped conversation. Buckwater agrees to work with Gary and hold him up as long as possible. Bland tells Buckwater that Wade will pay him. Tracy is disgusted and it shows.

Nick is standing on top of a tall building using the spirit plane to track Marian. He sees a rock with a swirled circle design and sees the murder of Gary right above it. Nick's searching the sky and has another spirit plane flash to a guy with long, dark, wavy hair slitting Marian's throat. It may be Buckwater. Nick takes to the sky, realizing she is in danger.

In Gary's place, Buckwater's searching and is scared by Marian's arrival. He tells her they are screwed without the letter. She tells him she knows where the letter is. Her grandfather tried to tell her, but she was not ready to listen. She fingers the picture as she says she was not ready to hear the truth before now. Her gift to her grandfather is his gift to her. She's back on the spirit plane where she sees the murder of her grandfather and sees the man with the long, dark, wavy hair is Buckwater. He killed Gary Blackwing.

Marian angrily starts to accuse him, and then he stabs her in the back as he either twists the knife or shoves it further upward. She is shocked and in pain as he tosses her onto the couch. He's about to stab her again when Nick crashes through the window vamped out and disarms him. Nick shoves Buckwater towards the window. Buckwater angrily pulls his gun and before he can fire, he is shocked to see a knife embed itself into his chest, causing him to sag to the floor. Jess threw it from the doorway clear across the room.

Nick rushes over the Marian and reassures her it was not Gary's desire for vengeance, but the darkness that she took from him that made her kill. Her eyes are vampire yellow as she tells him it will die with her. He tells her he cannot let her do that.

On the spirit plane, Nick lays Marian's head back against the ground. He covers her with a blanket signifying her death.

In Gary's apartment, Nick brings his face up from her neck, his eyes glowing vampire yellow. Jess has been watching.

Later, Nick, Tracy and Jess are searching for the letter. Nick approaches the painting as if being guided there. He turns it over, makes a small slit in the backing with his fingers, and pulls out the letter and the surveyor's deed. Nick gives Jess the letter. Tracy unfolds it and is a little surprised to see Vachon's signature there. They know with that proof no one can deny or challenge their claim. Jess asks how Nick knew it was there and hears Gary told him. Marian was also there. Nick apologizes and Jess informs him tragedy is always near, almost like a birthright. He excuses himself and leaves. Nick follows. Tracy takes a last look around, almost as if slightly spooked.

The end.
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A guide dog helps Jody as they walk through the park. The golden retriever whimpers while the blind woman says her legs hurt. Her can for support is white with a red end. After Perry leads her to a bench, she releases his leash, letting him run free.

Perry runs over to a bush and digs in the ground. He growls then whimpers, sensing something. Several moments later, two arms reach out from underground, grab the dog by the head and pulls him down.

Nick is at home as the sun rises. He pours himself a glass of blood, his face tired and grim as he takes a sip. He leans back, thinking about something.

Perry is sitting by the door as Jody tells his doctor over the Telephone Perry has been listless all day and has not eaten. She knows she is not supposed to let him off the leash, but did last night. He listens and never strays. She asks if the doctor has time to check him out before her shift, pleased when Karen has time. Perry brings over a tennis ball, wanting to play. She detects this as she takes the tennis ball from him, patting his head.

Nick is standing beside a window as he raises one of his blinds, watching the sunlight stream through the window.

Jody has a grip on Perry's harness and leash as she finds her cane. They walk towards the door. Perry whimpers and retreats a few steps when she tries to get him to go out into the sunlight.

Nick closes his shutters, his mood darkening.

Jody tries to get Perry to budge, but he will not. After a minute or two she gives in, telling him they won't go to the vet, but he still has to walk her to work tonight, stroking his chin.

Inside the bullpen, Tracy's nephew wants a Shar Pei for his birthday but they are too expensive. Tracy learns Nick had a dog a long time ago and is a dog person. He likes dogs because they are your friend and offer unconditional love. Nick tells her about the serial rapist they are after. Three deaths in the last year, with a similar composite and MO. Reese tells them if they catch the rapist, he will buy them both puppies. Nick looks at Tracy's dog book, sees a black dog, and remembers his dog.   His expression turns grim.

Nick flashes back to 1883 Croyden, England. He is living in the countryside, and is followed home by a black dog. When the dog refuses to leave him, Nick allows the dog to accompany him home, especially since the weather is nasty. Nick shares the bounty of the hunt with the dog; he gets the blood while the dog gets the rest. He names the dog Raleigh after Sir Walter Raleigh. Later, Nick happily strokes the dog's fur as they bond.

In the bullpen, Tracy tells him growing up she had a dog named Sparky. Nick finds it amusing. She asks why he finds it so amusing. He teasingly says it's what he thought she'd name her dog, then asks if she had a cat named Fluffy. Reese tells them about the 911 call stating a man was seen dragging a woman out of her car at Allan Gardens. It sounds like their man. Nick and Tracy hurry out of the precinct.

Inside the Caddy Tracy is being a back seat driver. He is both teasing and sarcastic as he asks her if she would like her own little steering wheel.

Tracy hears a helicopter overhead and they try to spot it. Nick has her get it on Tact Two so they can learn what the chopper sees. Tracy does as instructed. The air dispatcher is Jody, who tells them about the possible 261 in progress at Allan Gardens, four patrol cars are on the way. Tracy learns what the perimeters are. Nick grins, hearing confirmation of what Tracy told him was the fastest way there. Tracy looks at Nick with an odd look as she tells the dispatcher they are on their way and will cover the south end. As the two women sign off, each recognizes the other's voice.

Jody informs all the patrol cars that a detective unit is approaching the southern perimeter as she reaches down and pets Perry. He is watching everyone in the room and lifts his head off his paws as he senses something. A male officer enters holding a paper towel to his nose in an attempt to stop the bleeding. A shorter officer apologizes, says she did not know he was there. Perry sees and smells the blood. He starts whimpering as a few drops of blood drip onto the floor. After they leave, Perry walks over to the drops and licks them up.

The Caddy screeches to a stop at the scene. Nick tells her to go north, while he goes south. Nick waits for Tracy to leave before he does.

A man threatens a terrified woman he is starting to unclothe with a switchblade to her throat, telling her he can cure her sickness if she lets him. Nick runs through the park using his vampire senses to track her. Tracy is searching for the rapist, her gun drawn. Nick's nearly growling as he identifies himself and orders the perp to freeze and immediately release the woman. She is shoved at Nick as the rapist takes off. Tracy arrives. Nick has her tend to the bleeding, trembling woman while he chases the rapist. Nick hears the sound of a diesel engine leaving and knows he has probably lost the suspect.

The rapist sits down behind Jody on the bus and comes onto her. Perry growls, warning him off. The rapist tells Jody it's a shame she can't see how beautiful she is or how handsome he is, calling himself the doctor of love as he runs his finger down her neck. She's scared and calls for the driver, who immediately pulls over and checks on her. The rapist is scared off the bus. Jody's hold on Perry's leash keeps him from running off. When the driver is sure Jody is okay, he pulls back into traffic. Jody pets Perry.

Inside Jody's apartment, she flops backward on the bed, tired from the long night.   She groans as she remembers the guy calling himself the doctor of love. Perry is free of his harness and leash, lying on his doggy bed. Jody tells him it is time for them to go to sleep. He hears a woman's scream and bolts through the doggy door.

A terrified blonde woman is being dragged across a grave by her ankles. Perry races towards the screaming woman. The rapist squats down on top of her, telling her he will make her feel better because he is the doctor of love. He brandishes a knife, threatening to slit her throat with it. He undoes his zipper. Suddenly Perry is sitting on top of the tombstone growling. The rapist sees him and is scared. Perry growls more ferociously terrifying the rapist in to backing away. The woman scrambles away and watches horrified as Perry viciously attacks the rapist's face and neck. She closes her eyes, but it does not drown out the sounds of the dog's attack and the rapist's screams.

Some time later, it is a crime scene. The rapist's body has been bagged, his shredded face showing over the edges of it. Reese tells Nick, Natalie and Tracy what is left of the guy's face resembles the composite they sent out. Nick tells them it was the same guy that he saw earlier. Reese says he wants to know what can do that to a guy. Tracy tells them the victim thinks it was a dog. She was laying there, saw a furry blur and then the guy was being torn apart. Natalie looks unusually uneasy. Nick says it is a hero, whatever it is. Reese agrees. Tracy and Reese leave. Natalie lets out an audible release of breath, causing Nick to ask what's wrong. She finishes zipping the bag, telling him something's not right, with both her body and words. Nick stands there a moment wondering exactly what happened and what Natalie thinks is wrong.

In dispatch, Perry is lying on the floor in his harness, head on his paws, ignoring his dog food. Jody is telling Karen Perry got out last night for an hour or two and never acts like that. She hangs up. A female officer approaches and strokes Perry's head, talking to him. Michelle asks if Jody heard about what happened to the rapist from Jody's call last night. Jody says she thought he got away, and hears a couple of hours later he was attacked by a wild dog and ripped to shreds. Michelle says he told his victims he was the doctor of love, unnerving Jody. Michelle comments to chalk one up for the forces of good, hears a call for her and leaves. Jody runs the back of her hand lightly across Perry's food bowl. She is concerned and surprised it is still untouched. She strokes his head.

Inside Natalie's office, she is whipping up a red protein drink for Nick. He's not convinced it will be any tastier, especially when she tells him it will give him more iron than he'd get chewing on rusty nails for a year. She tells him to try it. He gives a small groan and hesitantly takes a sip as she watches. He makes a face, made only by those who have tried something truly gross and tells her rusty nails probably would taste better. She is surprised and a bit puzzled he does not like it. He asks if her suspicions about the rapist were confirmed, hearing the victim was many quarts low, as in drained. There was not much blood at the scene either. She asks if it is a vampire. Nick audibly sighs, knowing it's possible. She questions him on the wild animal, hoping he can help with an explanation. He tells her about Carouches, a lower form of vampire that feeds mostly off vermin. She's both surprised and intrigued by the revelation.

In the precinct, the bus driver enters to see about getting the reward for the hero dog. The description of the rapist sounds like a guy who made trouble on his bus the other night. The rapist bothered a blind woman who's a regular on his route and works over at police headquarters. Her Seeing Eye dog drove him off the bus. Tracy is unsettled and wonders if it is Jody.

Screed enters his underground dwelling and checks his double clothesline full of rats clipped there like laundry. He senses company, turns to see Nick, and scolds him for sneaking up and nearly giving him a heart attack. They circle each other, checking the other out. Nick radiates do not mess with me. Screed comments they are alike. Nick's insulted and irritated as he tells Screed he is not a Carouche. Nick asks if Screed has recently brought any dogs across, and is asked if he means since the Cuban Missile Crisis. As soon as Nick offers him a hundred dollars Screed tells Nick he hasn't, but there's a vicious carouche around, but he doesn't know where he is. Screed tells Nick he will stake the dog. Nick vanishes an vamp speed, disappointing Screed.

In the bullpen, Tracy tells Nick she thinks the dog from the park has been under their noses the whole time as they walk towards the front door. She tells him about the bus driver's visit, and how it sounds like Jody Fraser's dog.

Nick and Tracy enter dispatch, heading for Jody. Nick senses a vampire and searches for it. Tracy calls out to her and the sorority sisters hug, confirming they heard each other's voice last night over the radio. Tracy is uncomfortable around her friend and it shows, along with feeling sorry for Jody. Nick notices. Tracy tells Jody she keeps meaning to stop by. Jody says she understands. Nick learns Jody was a helicopter pilot who used to work for Metro Air PD, but was grounded because of her blindness. Jody explains that she was allowed to stay on in Ops because of Tracy's dad. Jody introduces them to her boyfriend, Perry. Perry's eyes briefly glow red as Nick looks at him, surprising Nick. Nick learns Perry is a picky eater who's been even pickier lately. Tracy says they believe Perry saved the woman in the park the other night. The bus driver's description matches. They need a fur sample from Perry to check against the sample found on the rapist. Nick strokes Perry's head and finds the fang marks hidden under his fur. Jody's afraid they are going to take Perry and tells them he is a sweet, non-violent dog.

Nick flashes back to his dog, Raleigh. Nick seems at peace. After Raleigh finishes eating, he barks a warning. LaCroix enters asking why Nick lives so far from the city, expresses his concern over Nick is living off the land. Raleigh growls at LaCroix, sensing the evil within. Nick says he enjoys the solitude and challenge. LaCroix's greatly annoyed at sharing Nick and reminds Nick dogs are only pack animals with no love to give. They will follow any master. Nick calls Raleigh his friend. LaCroix calls dog's breakfast, but only in emergencies, his tone and expression angry and evil. LaCroix leaves upon seeing he's ruined Nick's good mood and planted the seeds of doubt. Raleigh stops growling and Nick tells him he is a good boy.

Nick snaps out of his flashback crouched down in front of Perry. He stands, telling Tracy they are done there. Tracy starts to protest when Nick cuts her off, offering Jody and Perry a ride home. Jody's surprised but takes Nick up on it and thanks him.

Jody and Nick approach her front door, her arm wrapped around his, her cane showing any obstacles ahead. Nick is holding onto Perry's leash on the other side his body from Jody. She explains that since the MS Perry is pretty much everything she has. Nick learns MS can do whatever it wants, whether it is making you have trouble walking, lose feeling in your hands from time to time, or more serious problems like hers. Hers is progressing. She still finds it hard to believe she was in perfect health a year ago, flying her chopper to work daily. He listens without pity. She explains that her friends do not come by much. Jody says she understands. It reminds them how fragile health is, makes them feel their mortality. Nick says he understands. She is afraid as she asks if they will take Perry away if they learn he attacked the rapist. She's disappointed when he turns down her invitation to come in for coffee, but brightens hearing he will pick her up for work and bring Perry a treat. Nick sees the sun is peeking over the buildings, getting a little too high for his comfort. She kisses him on the lips and he responds. She thanks him and calls Perry. Nick watches her enter, knowing exactly how she feels about Perry. He also feels a little sorry for her, but it is more a sharing of sorrows over the intense changes in her life. He knows he may have to take care of Perry.

Inside the loft, Nick's on the phone listening to Natalie tell him Jody's doctor said the initial exacerbation of her MS was very devastating, with very brief periods of remission which are getting even shorter. She is deteriorating rapidly. He learns that MS is not normally fatal. She explains MS attacks the central nervous system, damaging it, leaving behind scarring, which interferes with the signals from the brain. It can have severe effects on the body. Nick pulls a wine bottle from the fridge and takes a drink. Jody's case is one of the very rare cases where the brain stem is attacked, making it very different from the other forms of MS, leaving her vulnerable to a large group of catastrophic failures, is incurable and insidiously degenerative. Nick comments on how painful it must be to lose her freedom and mobility. Natalie comments it limits your options like avoiding sunlight for eternity does. Nick looks at his open blind. Natalie asks about the dog, Nick says it is his problem. He will talk to her later and hangs up.

Nick flashes back to his dog. He returns from the night's hunt, a full sack over his back and grows worried when he calls out to Raleigh and he fails to come to Nick.

Elsewhere, a very angry LaCroix is dragging Raleigh somewhere on a leash. He does not like sharing his son with any other creature. Raleigh tries to escape but LaCroix's hold is too strong. Raleigh's growling and barking. LaCroix calls out to a carouche, telling him he has a special treat for him. He tells the carouche to drain Raleigh, but leave some life in him so he can have his fun with the dog. Raleigh is trying even harder to escape. LaCroix has an evil smile on his face, as Raleigh knows there is no escape.

The sun is setting. Nick is at Jody's apartment pouring blood into Perry's dog bowl from the flask in his hand. Perry eagerly awaits the blood. As soon as Nick sets it down, he immediately laps it all up. Jody comes out and wishes Nick luck because Perry is a very picky eater. She's surprised to hear Perry lapping up his food and tells Nick he has the magic touch. Nick hands her the harness as Perry licks his bowl clean.

In the bullpen, Tracy's sticking a bow on a dog tells Nick with some coaxing that they were convinced to get a mutt from the pound. Nick congratulates her, asking if she feels better. She is less cheerful as she tells Nick Jody was always so strong and she does not know how she would feel if it were her. She does not know how Jody does it because she'd probably spend every waking moment terrified. She feels bad for not seeing Jody because they were inseparable in college. She explains people drift apart, go their own way. Nick tells her it does not have to happen. He tells her it is possible to pick up where they left off. Tracy is scared. She feels useless around her friend and a part does not know how to behave. She wants to spend time with Jody and share her life like they used to. Nick tells her to do it, she's the same person inside, encouraging her to take the first step. She says her guilt increases each day she doesn't see or at least call Jody, and she knows it sounds selfish but she doesn't know how to deal with it. Nick tells her to try, doing anything will help, and it is better than doing nothing. Tracy looks at the floor. He puts his fingers under her chin and makes her look at him. He asks if she will try. She nods with a small grin. Nick leaves and Tracy's grim, guilty, scared look returns as she lets out a large sigh.

Jodi senses Perry's depressed and hands him a dog biscuit. He takes it but is not interested. She asks what's wrong, hating to see him so unhappy. An officer walks by Jody with a hot cup of coffee, is bumped into by a coworker, and accidentally spills the coffee down Jody's back. Jody's startled and screams. The officer apologizes. Perry attacks the officer, knocking him to the ground as Jody screams out no. The officer unsuccessfully fights off the dog. Jody is anguished, confused, scared by the commotion. A female officer tries to pull Perry off as Jody cries out Perry's name. The fight's quickly over. Perry is lying on the floor like before. Tracy is wordlessly consoling her heartbroken friend. Paramedics tend to the injured officer. Nick pulls back the large gauze pad and sees several bloody scratches on the officer's neck, shoulder and chest, along with less severe ones on his face. The paramedic says the officer will be okay. Nick walks away, his expression grim.

Nick flashes back to Croyden, England again. Nick sees a body lying among the bushes and checks for signs of life. He notices a rustle in the bushes behind him and aims his weapon. A man comes out asking not to be shot. Nick asks what the stranger's doing there. The stranger heard about the beast. The whole village is talking about it and the two killings in Maidstone last night, with a third left for dead. He sees the corpse, commenting that makes four. Nick learns the stranger cannot resist the pull of a good mystery and is Arthur Conan Doyle. Nick tells Doyle to leave because he is in great danger if he stays. Doyle takes another look at the corpse.

Nick snaps back to the present and heads for Perry, Tracy and Jody. Perry looks up, as if asking what happens now, and if he has been a bad dog. Nick glares at him before turning his attention to the ladies. Nick has Tracy take Jody home. Tears run down Jody's face as she asks what now. Nick tells her he is sorry but Perry has to go. Jody tries to deny it, but knows he's right. Nick lays his hand on her shoulder, telling her Perry's sick. He is not the same Perry she loves. She is heartbroken. Nick tells her he will take Perry in himself and it will all be over by morning. Perry is whimpering, possibly knowing what is ahead.

Nick flashes back to England. He is making a crude stake as LaCroix is standing by the door telling Nick he supposes Nick has to do the right thing and finish what the carouche started. Nick turns around vamped out, angrily telling LaCroix it is all his doing as he flips the knife from hand to hand. LaCroix tells Nick he has to slay Raleigh, further taunting Nick that he can do it. Nick quickly picks up the stake and whips it at LaCroix. It barely misses his head as it lands in the doorframe, startling, unnerving and scaring LaCroix. The fright briefly shows before being replaced with his usual mask. LaCroix taunts Nick must be a better shot than that. They hear a man scream as if being chased. Nick grabs a stake and rushes out the door. LaCroix grabs another and laughs.

Out in the brush a man runs and falls, yelling for his pursuer to keep away. He stumbles to his feet and tries to run but Raleigh is quickly catching up. Nick suddenly appears, grabs Doyle and tells him to run. Raleigh is nastily barking, a few feet from them. Nick orders Raleigh to stay. He obeys and quiets down. Nick tells Arthur Conan Doyle to leave and never return to the Baskervilles.

Nick snaps back to the present. Tracy is still comforting a devastated Jody. Nick approaches and takes hold of Perry's harness. Jody is still holding it. Perry will not leave when told to, but not by Jody. He has been trained not to go with anyone else when in his harness. She tells him he is a bad dog and she does not want him anymore. Perry looks up at her with sad eyes and whimpers. Nick hooks the leash to Perry's collar and leads him away. Jody cries as Tracy holds her, and comforts her.

Inside Jody's apartment, Tracy sits next to her friend at the counter and says they both know why she did not call or visit. It's hard to see her friend suffer and was afraid, but does not really know why. Jody says it is a normal human response. She feels it when she is around healthy people because they do not just see illness or weakness, but think they see something dying. Tracy looks around feeling guilty of the same thoughts. Jody says she cannot blame them for not wanting to be around. Tracy is nervous as she almost tearfully asks Jody if they can pick up where they left off, a little hope in her voice. Jody tells her she would like that, as she takes Tracy's hand. The two women hold hands for several moments as a reconfirmation of the bond they have had since college. Tracy says she will come by tomorrow for breakfast. Jody says she would like it. They giggle. Jody leans her head on Tracy's shoulder and Tracy gently caresses Jody's cheek with her finger. Jody puts her hand on Tracy's. They say good night.

In the moonlight, Perry is sitting on the grass, still in his harness, tied to a tree trunk with the leash. Nick is sharpening a makeshift stake. He flashes back to Raleigh.

In England, Raleigh's tied to a tree by his leash. Nick strokes his pet's head for the last time, desperately not wanting to do it, but knows he must. The stake is hidden behind his back as he calls Raleigh his friend and apologizes as he pulls the stake out from behind the back and shoves it through Perry's heart. The line goes slack.

In the present, Perry's leash is made of chain link. Nick looks at the pointy stake, not wanting to do what he must. Perry looks at Nick and the stake; somehow, he knows it means death. He growls menacingly as he vamps out and yanks on the chain until it breaks. Perry knocks Nick to the ground and bolts. Nick's momentarily startled but gives chase, even though Perry has a lead.

Perry races across the ground while Nick follows from the air. Perry does not stop until he's home. The doggy door rattles waking Jody. She's startled and asks who is there. Jody recognizes Perry's growl and calls him to her. She's happy to see him and lets him know, calling him a good boy. He is vamped out and ready to pounce. She tearfully says she cannot take him back. She picks up the telephone as Perry lunges. Nick's outside and hears Jody scream. Nick rushes inside vamped out and sees Jody unconscious on the couch, fang marks on her neck, with a trail of blood running from them. Jody wakes up vamped out. Nick's vamped out but his fangs are not visible. Jody's optic nerve heals and the world slowly comes into view. Nick is not sure if it is good or bad. Perry looks on pleased with his new creation. Jody tells Perry he is a good boy. Nick's still unsure what to make of it, but relaxes once things seem to be okay.

The next night in the bullpen, Tracy tells Nick, Natalie and Reese Jody took off. She resigned from Metro Air, telling them she's going down to the states to stay with relatives and start over. Reese says that maybe losing Perry pushed her over the edge. He asks Nick if he took Perry to animal control. Nick mumbles a confirmation. Reese leaves. Natalie glares at Nick. He tells her he took care of it, She glares at him as leaves. Her expression is angry as she is thinking Nick is going to get into serious trouble one day if he keeps pushing things too far. Tracy hopes Jody's okay. Nick reassures her Jody is strong and will be all right. Tracy figures he's right and leaves. Nick grins slightly.

Jody is on a hill some distance from the city, looking at it, smiling as she remembers how much she missed seeing. She is vamped out. Perry is seated beside her. They exchange looks and take to the sky. He is vamped out as well.

The end.

My Boyfriend is a Vampire

season 3, episode 6

Written by Phil Bedard & Larry LaLonde

Directed by Allan Kroeker

Guest cast:

Jerry Tate.....................Geordie Johnson

Charly Hawkes..................Stephanie Louise Vallance

Maggie Dwyer...................Brittaney Edgell

Dr. Jennifer Joyce.............Shelley Peterson

Screed.........................Greg Kramer

Bourbon........................Normand Bissonnette

Jacinta........................Patrice

Franceline.....................Laura Adamo

Julia..........................Lucia Verrelli

Maria..........................Chantale Nadeau

Upton..........................Ray Kahnert

Hitman.........................Bryan Thomas

The Jerry Show is on. Jerry Tate is asking his guests about their supernatural boyfriends. Maggie Dwyer's boyfriend is a vampire, who reads her love poems in French and is an excellent lover. Tracy's in the audience. She is thinking about her and Vachon. Natalie is watching in her office while working on paperwork. She finds it amusing until Dr. Joyce talks about Wellness and Unwellness love. She talks about two types of love. The first being a respectful love and the second type is one that exists to alleviate loneliness and is not as respectful, sometimes neglectful or abusive. It makes Natalie wonder about the current state of her and Nick's relationship. Jerry asks Tracy what she thinks about love and vampires. She is embarrassed to be on camera and cannot admit vampires exist so she says that Maggie needs help.

Maggie's murdered at home after the show. She is brutally stabbed while fighting back against her black clothed, ski masked attacker.

Inside the crime scene, Tracy is startled when she recognizes the victim and it shows. Natalie tells them Maggie died about two hours ago. The thirty stab wounds show the killer was motivated. Tracy ID's the body, telling them Maggie was on the Jerry show tonight claming her boyfriend's a vampire. Nick is amused, especially when he learns Tracy was there. She sometimes watches it because it's fun. When Nick repeats it to Reese, Reese is not amused. He realizes the murder is going to turn into a media circus.

On the Jerry Show set, Nick and Tracy discuss Maggie's lonely life and her appearance on the show. Nick asks Tracy if she believes in vampires. She denies they exist and asks Nick the same question. They are interrupted before Nick can answer. Jerry is taping a promo, sincerely requesting people not to turn Maggie's death into tawdry tabloid speculation. They are doing it in Maggie's memory. As soon as he hears it is worth keeping, he drops the sincerity and moves off.

Tracy and Nick approach Jerry. He is surprised to learn Tracy is a homicide detective. Charly arrives praising Jerry past the point of kissing up. She tells them she hopes their visit has nothing to do with the promo they just taped. Tracy asks if they looked into the stories and backgrounds of the guests. Charly states vampires don't exist. The story was about Maggie's belief that her boyfriend was a vampire. Nick does not look too happy. Jerry suggests Tracy be a part of their show on women in dangerous, traditionally male dominated jobs.  Tracy refuses. Nick is amused. Jerry offers to call the Captain, telling Tracy's it is all set and to work out the details with Charly. Jerry and Charly leave. Men in bathing suits come out, causing Nick to ask if that is swimwear or sexism. Tracy does not comment until she sees bikini clad women and says it is sexism. She tells Nick she has to stop by her apartment and let in her plumber. Nick does not totally believe her but is amused.

Inside a restaurant, Tracy tells Vachon she could not tell Nick because he would never believe her. He is too skeptical. Vachon's amused and asks if she knows Nick that well. He tells her to leave it alone. If she determines it was a vampire, they will be dead before she can do anything. Tracy starts a small rant about relationships and men before leaving. Vachon is a little confused. He was unable to determine Tracy's thoughts and feelings about their relationship.

Vachon flashes back to 1792 Spain. He, Screed, and Bourbon are with some women in a stable. He orders everyone to shut up, telling them Screed and Bourbon are not gentlemen or they would know the proper way to treat a woman. He is very flattering as he talks about women.

In the present, Vachon is as frustrated with women as Tracy is with men.

Inside Natalie's office, she tells Nick she cannot tell if the killer is mortal or a vampire, as she works. Her tone is angry and frustrated. Nick comments if it is a vampire, he could not kill in the usual way or risk exposure. She tells him if it is a vampire, it gives him a motive. Nick realizes she's mad at him and inquires, learning she saw the show and feels a bit like Nick's using her. He's surprised and a little hurt. She comments on how she keeps trying to help, but he does not participate. It hurts. He tells her he does not mean to hurt her. He is speechless when asked his intentions.

Tracy enters the apartment used to surveil Maggie's apartment, which is across the street. She jokes with her fellow officers before they see movement in the apartment. She heads over there after ordering them to stay put.

Nick and Natalie's discussion is interrupted by his cell phone ringing. He tells them he will be right there, upon hearing Tracy is almost at Maggie's building. Natalie is not happy, but knows Nick has to go, especially if it is a vampire. She tells him to go. Once alone, a large mix of emotions shows on her face.

Nick is flying over the city towards Maggie's apartment.

Tracy is inside the dark apartment looking around gun drawn. There is a whoosh before the lights are turned on, revealing Nick and Vachon pinning a short balding guy to the counter at the same time. Nick ID's himself as a cop, and Vachon amusedly says he's not. Nick takes George Upton away to be questioned as he is a friend of Maggie's. Nick is a little teasing as he asks Tracy if they are expecting anyone else, having learned Vachon is a friend. She's embarrassed and tells him no. Once Tracy and Vachon are alone she tells him she doesn't need his help, which seems to hurt him a little. A moment later she sheepishly asks about George, learning that he is not a vampire.

Inside the precinct, Nick asks if Tracy has many guys rushing in to save her. She is embarrassed as she tells him no. He provides a plausible reason why her friend was there. He asks if she got everything straightened out with her plumber as he heads for the interview room. She is shocked and it shows.

Inside the interview room, Nick and Tracy learn a worried, nervous, George is married to a fiery woman who would castrate him if she found out he was cheating on her. Maggie is a kinky chick who likes to play pretend. She told him he looks good in the cape, so he pretended he was a vampire to get sex. He told her not to do the show. He did not kill her. He was at the apartment to make sure there was nothing that could connect him to Maggie. Nick tells George to go home. When George asks if it will get out, Tracy comments if it does, he will be a little less of a man, using George's own motions and words.

In the bullpen, Nick teases Tracy about that comment. She sheepishly admits she could not help it, and that he deserved it. She goes off on a rant about men, commitment and lack of it. He is amused. She realizes she's ranting and stops. They believe George is telling the truth because no one would make up that embarrassing a story. They have eliminated the jealous wife angle because she has been out of town at a sci-fi con for the last two weeks. Tracy comments Maggie says George is a vampire as part of her fantasy about him because he is unobtainable. She can empathize with Maggie. Reese does not believe vampires exist. Reese watched the tape and wonders what makes people go on talk shows and discuss stuff they should be embarrassed to mention. He asks Tracy what possessed her to watch it in person, groaning when she says it's fun. Reese comments his wife, Denise, loves the Jerry show, but does not go there. Nick is enjoying the conversation, especially as he tells Reese about Jerry's plan. Tracy glares at Nick as she comments that it is about women in male dominated jobs and the crap they have to take, and how he will not make her do it. Reese realizes Tracy stung him with her barb. Nick convinces him it is case related. Reese orders her to do it, shocking her. Nick is smiling, loving it all.

At the back of the Raven, LaCroix is broadcasting a rant about the bad aspects of love. Nick is listening during the drive home.

Inside the loft, Natalie is listening as well. She hears LaCroix rant about love using and abusing. Nick enters, sees Natalie, who tells him she never thought she would tell him she has to give up on him. She does not have the energy for it anymore.

Inside the studio, there is a riot happening onstage. Jerry has been hit. Tracy arrives for her background interview.

In his office, Tracy's questioned. She graduated ninth in her class. Dr. Joyce pops in. Charly tells her he is fine and the shrink leaves. Tracy says she spent five years in uniform before making detective. Charly makes it sound as if she's SuperCop. Jerry is not happy to learn most of her work is mental, and that they cannot afford to stage a police chase. Jerry has to settle for a meeting with a snitch. Tracy says she has one she can talk into doing it. Charly is going to give her a makeover.

Inside Tracy's apartment, she's commenting on how she will probably look silly and describes an outfit that would make her look like a hooker. Vachon is staring at her backside, and is caught in a flashback. He turns down her offer to listen. She sheepishly asks for his help.

In the loft, Nick calls Natalie and gets her answering machine. He leaves.

Dr. Joyce is leaving the studio, walks to her car and gets in. She starts the engine, then the telephone rings, but no one's there. Suddenly the back window is smashed in, followed by the rest of them one by one. Dr. Joyce screams.

At the crime scene, everyone is a little uneasy. Tracy is surprised that Nick suspects Charly or Jerry. Reese says he would be nervous with two murders connected to his show. Tracy is still supposed to do the ride along. Natalie tells them it was brutal and blunt force trauma from either a baseball bat or a crowbar, about two hours ago. She leaves. Nick approaches and she refuses to get into it there. Tracy approaches Natalie and offers a few comments on Nick being a great guy. He reminds her a lot of someone else she knows, who thinks she would like to get to know better. She comments on how relationships involve using and being used. Natalie comments she feels all used up and wishes Tracy luck with her relationship. Natalie gets in the car and thinks about what Tracy said, along with Nick and herself.

Outside on some street, Tracy is made over and waiting for her contact while Charly and Jerry watch from inside the van. Vachon arrives and does a better job with their staged meeting than she does. Jerry loves it while Charly says it sounds familiar. Vachon looks around. A thug with a knife attacks. Vachon pushes Tracy out of the way and flips the guy. He starts to take off after the guy after seeing Tracy's okay, but cannot because of the camera. Charly and Tracy are surprised that he is looking right at them.

Reese is at the crime scene telling Charly, Jerry and the cameraman they will be spending the night in jail if they do not hand over the tape. They reluctantly hand it over. Charly wants to know what is happening with his show. Reese is surprised when he sees Tracy because she looks nothing like herself. She explains what happened. She's mad at Nick when he names her snitch, but surprised when he lies, commenting Vachon is his snitch and he'll try to find him.

Inside the Raven, Vachon is sitting at the bar when Nick approaches and teases him about being Tracy's snitch. Vachon did not get a look at the guy. Both wonder if someone from the show planned the attack. LaCroix hears Vachon comment on when they could take a pretty woman. He comments on how demanding the modern woman is, seeking confirmation from Nick. Nick remains silent.

Vachon flashes back to 1792 Spain, after they have drained the women. Vachon seems to be the only one of the three who truly enjoys women. Screed does not want any sort of commitment, just taking them for his pleasure. Vachon almost seems as if he would not mind it, with the right woman.

In the present, Vachon comments how it was easier in the past. LaCroix tells them it does not have to change, they just have to be true to their natures and be discreet. LaCroix walks over to several young women.

Inside the bullpen, Tracy again looks like herself. She, Nick and Reese review the tape, but cannot see the attacker's face. One comment leads to another and they realize the attacker knew where the hidden camera was because he hid his face. Reese realizes he should have listened to Denise when she told him about the recent Jerry Show where hitmen married their targets. He will have a search warrant for the guest list waiting for them at the studio.

Nick sees Natalie and approaches. She tries to avoid him. He corners her in the hallway. He tells her he is not using her. She does not believe him. He asks her what she wants to hear and is hurt when she tells him maybe there's nothing left to say. He leaves speechless and hurt.

Nick and Tracy are inside the studio. They split up to cover more ground. Tracy is in the control room when Charly enters. She admits to the murders for ratings, as she holds Tracy at gunpoint. She takes Tracy's gun and turns on the cameras so they can catch Tracy's murder and give them their best ratings yet. The cop investigating the murders is murdered on duty.

Tracy is sitting in a chair onstage, Charly's gun to her head.

Charly rants to an empty studio about Tracy being the next to sleep with Jerry, who is hers, no one else's as if the room was full of people. She fires a shot over a scared Tracy's head. Nick hears it and rushes onstage, stopping beside the camera. Jerry arrives and cannot believe Charly is holding a cop at gunpoint. Charly's gun is closer to a terrified Tracy's head. Charly rants about loving Jerry and devoting herself to the job and him. Jerry admits to sleeping with Maggie and Dr. Joyce, but denies sleeping with Tracy. He comments he is not married. Charly's further hurt when she learns he doesn't share her feelings, and all their times sleeping together were just sex. Things get worse when he calls Charly crazy. She is closer to the edge than ever. She turns to face the men, taking her gun off Tracy. Nick rushes to Charly at the same time she shoots Jerry. He sags to the floor. Nick disarms Charly and she rushes to Jerry's side as Tracy goes to call it in.

Nick, is in the loft, watching the new Jerry Show. Jerry is doing a serious interview with Tracy about what it is like being a female officer, his arm in a sling. She is telling him what it is like when Natalie enters the loft. She tells Nick she received the flowers and her expression says she was impressed with his note. It looks like all's forgiven. He comments it takes a major crisis to turn some people around. She tells him he could have made something up. His speechlessness in the precinct showed her how much he truly cares, she just needed to hear it. She tells him to shoot her if she starts talking about Wellness and Unwellness love. He tells her she will never know exactly how much he cares for her. They lean in for a kiss.

The end.
Hearts of Darkness

season 3, episode 7

Written by J. Daniel Sexton

Directed by Clay Borris

Guest Cast:

Ellen............................Krista Bridges

Urs..............................Kristin Lehman

Don Eckhart......................Edward Jaunz

Screed...........................Greg Kramer

Bourbon..........................Normand Bissonnette

Lemieux..........................Steve Behal

Todd Marnecki....................David Nerman

Killoughby...................... Camille James-Adams

McFarlane........................Ralph Small

Mrs. Marnecki....................Adriana Galic

Girl in Whirlpool................Laura Catalano

Inside the Raven, LaCroix gives a short speech before announcing it's amateur strip night. A brunette is stripping onstage. Urs seems upset by this. She has brief flashbacks to her mortal days. Vachon comes up behind Urs, commenting the woman is no amateur. Urs is deeply upset. Vachon notices and tries to talk to her. Urs tells the woman the man she is stripping for will hurt her. Vachon prevents Urs from following her out, reminding Urs the woman is a big girl.

The woman wakes up in her underwear and is uneasy, which is not helped when she finds blood on her lip. She is scared when she sees her date on the floor, a knife sticking out of his chest.

At the crime scene, Ellen tells Tracy and Nick she does not know whose dress that Tracy is holding, or where her clothes are. She does not know Eckhart. She does not remember anything but calling the police. Nick approaches Natalie and learns the victim was stabbed, but there is no blood. Nick is not happy when she shows him the fang marks. Natalie comments the vampire drained the victim and made Ellen forget. Tracy approaches the body after Nick and Natalie leave it. She sees the fang marks and is not happy. The décor tells them Ellen did not got here expecting candlelight, roses and poetry, as it is a testosterone den.

Urs is wandering around outside.

Urs flashes back to her mortal days in 1890 New Orleans. She is singing in a bar or dance hall. Vachon and Screed enjoy her performance. She's attracted to Vachon and gives him her handkerchief as a man jealously watches. After she has finished singing, the jealous guy pulls her away as she talks to another man.

Urs snaps back to the present disturbed by the memory.

Inside the observation room, Nick and Tracy watch as Ellen is disconnected from the lie detector equipment. She was questioned for two hours, does not know Eckhart. Her mother died before she was ten. She was in foster homes and on the street by twelve. Her father hung around long enough to steal all of the money. Nick comments on Tracy no longer believing that Ellen is the killer.

Ellen's lead to the bench by the front desk. While she is waiting, a well-known hockey player, Marnecki, is causing a scene. He was arrested for spousal abuse, but his wife dropped the charges. Reese tells Marnecki to be quiet until his wife picks him up.

Inside Reese's office, Tracy and Nick tells Reese three different psych profiles say suppressed memories. Tracy tells him it is not uncommon. Eckhart nearly killed his fiancée, then moved across the country, where he set up a nasty sex den in Toronto. Ellen was from Vancouver and had been in town a week. Eckhart has been in town a few days longer. Nick suggests Ellen knew Eckhart, and then comments that suppressing one's memory is a defense mechanism. Maybe it was self-defense because a third person was there. Neither Nick nor Tracy can say there was, and it was a vampire. Reese tells them to keep on it.

Inside Natalie's office, she tells Nick that Ellen's fingerprints were found all over the apartment. If it was a frame, it is perfect. Nick comments on the vampire wanting Eckhart, but Ellen was in the way. It does not make sense. Natalie comments she thinks he's wrong about one thing as she surprises him by measuring canine to canine. The killer's measurement was quite a bit smaller. Natalie tells Nick the hungry, clever vampire is a woman.

Urs is still searching the street for something. She is down with the hookers.

Nick's looking around the crime scene again, and finds a coaster from the Raven partially hidden under the rug.

Inside the Raven, Tracy is questioning Vachon about Ellen, vampires and the killer. Vachon is slightly worried to learn the killer was a vampire. Tracy tells Vachon Ellen is not a vampire because she saw Ellen in the daylight. The killer is a vampire, but they do not know if the killer was framing Ellen or protecting her. Vachon honestly does not know if it is a vampire, or if Ellen's life is in danger.

Nick enters and spots Tracy before she can see him, but not by much. He hides behind a pillar as she walks by. He is almost spotted as he peeks around a post to see if she is gone.

Nick approaches LaCroix and Vachon at the bar and returns the coaster. LaCroix comments he does not like Nick's work, but likes the murder scene part. When Nick does not take the bait, LaCroix follows an attractive female who passes by. Vachon tells Nick Tracy's seeing vampires everywhere. Nick learns Eckhart has been at the Raven on and off all week and left with a hot amateur stripper last night, Monica. He does not realize Ellen and Monica are the same person. Vachon's surprised to hear the killer is a female vampire. Vachon is responsible for Urs if she's gone rogue, and is sternly reminded by Nick. Vachon comments that Urs is just as she was when he found her.

Vachon flashes back to 1890 New Orleans.  He is attracted to Urs' beauty and spirit. After she finishes her son, a guy angrily, possessively tells her he does not like her looking at other men. Vachon grabs him by the throat and pushes him away, whispering in his ear that he dies if he touches her again. The guy says he understands. Vachon returns to Urs and hears he is a friend who has treated her well. He tells Screed to back off. Screed does. Vachon returns Urs' handkerchief to her and hears he is a true gentleman. He kisses her hand while the guy looks on sadly.

Inside the precinct, Marnecki is surrounded by the press to show a happy reunion with his wife and how loving a couple they are. Nick learns Tracy's taking Ellen home and is staying with her for a few days in the hope that being in familiar surroundings will help jog her memory. Tracy has a duffel bag slung over her shoulder that is almost big enough to hold a body. Nick is not happy when he cannot stay with them. Tracy takes Ellen out the back way. Nick calls and asks someone for their help.

Outside Ellen's apartment, everyone piles out of the Caddy. Nick teases Tracy for having that much stuff for two days. He detects a vampire, but does not realize Urs is lurking in the shadows across the street. He tells Tracy nothing is wrong when asked.

Nick, Tracy and Ellen enter Ellen's apartment. She offers them instant coffee, which Tracy takes her up on. When alone, Nick tells Tracy to stay with Ellen while he looks around. He finds sexy clothes in a suitcase at the bottom of the dresser. He grabs a piece. He enters the kitchen doorway to let Tracy know everything is all right. The very shy Ellen offers them chips, and eats some herself. Nick starts to leave but opens Tracy's duffel bag. Inside are a large cross, garlic and a couple of stakes. Nick is repulsed by the cross.

Outside, Nick tells Vachon to watch over Tracy because a vampire is tailing them. Neither are sure if it's Urs or not. Vachon is more willing to believe it is not. Nick leaves, letting Vachon know he will be back later.

Inside Natalie's office, she examines the piece of clothing Nick borrowed and confirms it is Ellen's. Natalie tells him the item is very risqué. Nick comments that maybe she was afraid that Eckhart would notice her, and so she completely changed her appearance. He closet was full of the risqué clothes. Natalie comments on grandparents getting arrested for porn, so anything's possible. Nick's comment about two different people makes Natalie realize there could be two people in one body.

Tracy is having coffee with Ellen, talking about fathers. Tracy's close to her father. Ellen came home and found her dad was gone, leaving only a note behind with the number for Children's Services on it. Ellen says she wanted to die. Urs ahs overheard the conversation from outside.

Urs flashes back to 1890 New Orleans. Outside the dance hall, the man is holding Urs with a knife to her throat as she says she has never denied him. She is scared. Vachon arrives as the guy pulled back his knife hand before attacking. He grabs the guy, disarms him, vamps out and drains him. Urs is scared. Vachon apologizes, saying he was just protecting her. She comments he and the others with him live to kill. He says they kill to live. He offers to take her away. She says every time she leaves she returns. She figures it is because she makes them happy. She figures out Vachon is a vampire and asks him to help her die.

Inside Ellen's apartment, Ellen learns unlike her, Tracy has never wanted to die.

Inside the morgue, Natalie tells Nick that Monica may have been created by Ellen's mind to handle tough situations. The profiles assume it is an isolated pattern, but it may not be. If there are two personalities, Ellen will not know what Monica did. Nick comments that Tracy's with Ellen and Vachon is outside watching over them. Ellen is not a vampire. Natalie asks if he is sure it is Ellen and not Monica inside with Tracy. Nick splits, worried.

Ellen's changing her clothes and suddenly seems panicked when she sees Tracy innocently looking around the living room. Ellen sees the newspaper headline about Marnecki's release and something changes. She grabs clothing out of the suitcase.

Vachon's in the apartment lobby and sees Urs across the street. He accuses her of killing Eckhart. She denies it, telling him she does not treat death as lightly as he does.

Vachon flashes back to New Orleans. She is urging him to drain her and let her die. Vachon vamps out, sinks his fangs into her neck and drinks. Something about his expression suggests compassion.

Tracy's surprised and a little worried by the seductively dressed Ellen. She learns it's not Ellen, but Monica. Tracy's a bit concerned and confused.

Outside, Urs tells Vachon that Monica is as trapped as she herself is. Urs tells Vachon there was only one way out for her.

She flashes back to waking up in Vachon's arms a vampire.

In the present, she tells Vachon she asked for death and got forever. Ellen becomes another person to escape, but Urs cannot. Vachon tells Urs he could not kill her. Urs tells him she is a product of his desires. She could not stand to live another second, yet she's now immortal.

Tracy asks Monica if she knows Eckhart. Monica admits she knows him. She likes bad boys because she can handle them. She learns Eckhart's dead and says they did not kill him. Tracy comments Ellen was found with the dead body. When Monica wants to leave, Tracy tries to stop her. Suddenly Monica is vamped out and she shoves Tracy across the room. Tracy smashes the coffee table and lays unconscious on the floor.
Vachon hears this and rushes to Tracy's side. Urs senses Monica and she senses the other vampires. She splits. Urs follows her into the air. Vachon bursts into the apartment and sees Tracy's unconscious. Nick arrives moments later and sees Vachon squatted down next to Tracy. He is not happy. Vachon looks at Nick scared. Nick grabs Vachon and angrily demands to know what happened. Vachon explains it all and that he thinks Ellen flew. Nick's surprised and worried. Tracy starts to come around. Nick tells Vachon to leave.

Nick helps Tracy sit up. She has a killer headache. She is holding her head as she tells Nick about her conversation with Monica. She starts to stand and her head swims. She looks a bit nauseous. Nick tells her to stay put until help arrives. She agrees too as she is in no shape to do anything else.

Vachon is waiting for Nick at the bottom of the interior stairs. Nick sternly tells Vachon to make sure nothing else happens to Tracy before the paramedics arrive, and to make sure Tracy does not see him. Nick is off to Marnecki's via flight.

Marnecki and a blonde are making out in his penthouse hot tub. Monica arrives. The blonde is told to call the police. While the blonde is inside, Monica entices Marnecki by partially unfastening her leather top. He's drooling and happily kisses her, not caring her name's Jacqueline. He is thinking about a threesome. They kiss, she vamps out and brutally drains him, pushing his dead body back into the hot tub. The blonde comes out, sees the body with its dead stare, and screams and hides inside the house.

Urs arrives. Jacqueline comments she wondered about Urs. She explains to Urs that Urs dances for the approval of men, no matter how much they hurt her, she still wants their approval. Jacqueline explains Ellen is the born victim. Her abuse leads to Monica's creation. Monica uses men. One of the indiscretions led them to a vampire, which brought them across, and thus she was born. Ellen feels the pain, Monica feels the anger and Jacqueline is the vengeance. She is hurting the other two. Jacqueline realizes this. Nick comes out of the shadows. Ellen returns. She's scared to be with another dead body and says it has to stop. She runs for the penthouse window and crashes through it. Urs prevents Nick from stopping Ellen. Ellen plummets to her death. She says death is Ellen's only way out, and that Ellen is the lucky one. Nick sees Urs needs a hug so he gives her one.

Inside the Raven, Urs tells Vachon her father abandoned the family when she was twelve. She told herself it would not destroy her, but she spent her whole life seeking the approval of men like her father. She and Ellen have so much in common, Monica somehow knew. Urs thought she had forgotten her father, but she had not. She tells Vachon when she met him, all she wanted to do was die. He apologizes for what he did. She tells him he does not need to, it is done. He learns she still wants to die, although she now understands herself better. She walks away.

Inside the loft, Natalie comments Ellen went to pre-trial for the attempted murder of a pimp in Vancouver in 1987, but the charges were dropped for lack of evidence. It is probably why nothing showed up in the background check. Nick wonders how many others she killed. Natalie points out that even though she was a vampire, she functioned as a human. She ate, went out in the sun and had sex. It could be a clue. Nick comments Ellen was not whole. Natalie comments it does not matter. Ellen was so sure mentally that she was human that it worked.

Inside the morgue cooler Ellen's toe tagged foot wiggles.

The end.

Trophy Girl

Season 3, Episode 8

Written by Michael Sadowski

Directed by Terry Steyn

Guest stars:

Christopher Scheer............. Alan C. Peterson

Ingrid Maar.................... Ellen Dubin

Manny.......................... Dwight Bacque

Suspect 1...................... Ken Smith

Suspect 2...................... Randy Butcher

Heather........................ Mary Joe Eustace

Liselle........................ Polly Shannon

Urs............................ Kristin Lehman

Jeffrey........................ Douglas Miller

Sedrick........................ Doug O'Keefe

Bateman (cop).................. Brian Kaulback

Someone in surgical gear disrobes a dead woman, then draws dotted lines around her wrists and neck, caressing her body as he does so. He picks up a device resembling a cast saw, but this one will cut through flesh and bone, and turns it on.

He is down near a bridge as the sun is rising or setting. He pulls her out of his van, mostly wrapped in black plastic, only her feet and lower legs show. His package is securely tied as he hefts over the railing and lets go. He hurries away.

Nick is chasing a suspect, who soon runs right into Nick. Nick grabs the perp's gun and twists the perp's arm behind his back. Tracy is pursuing the other perp, who is hiding as his shots hit too close. He momentarily stops. She fires, hitting him twice, dropping him in his tracks. She slowly, carefully approaches him, lowering her weapon slightly, upon seeing he's unconscious. She just stares at him, not noticing Nick's silent arrival behind her. Nick reaches out to touch her back, softly saying her name. She briefly turns to him, then back to the body. He asks if she is okay. She tells him she killed the guy.

The alley is now a crime scene. Tracy's in the Caddy totally spaced out. Nick is concerned about her, telling her he does not think IA will have a problem with it. He gets her attention and tells her they are done. She nods and is lost in thought again. Nick is taking her home as she is reassuring him she's fine. She is far too quiet. He reminds her she will be on desk duty for a few days. She says she knows, turning down his offer to come inside with her. Just as she is starting to open up, they are called to another crime scene, a body in the water. Tracy tells him she needs the distraction, and her apartment is out of the way. Nick tells the dispatcher they are on their way. They continue in silence.

At the crime scene, Natalie tells Nick and Tracy to brace themselves. A tug boat captain found her. Divers brought up her body twenty minutes ago. Natalie and Nick squat down next to the body, while Tracy keeps her distance. Natalie pulls back the tarp revealing the victim did not drown, she had her head and hands cut off. Tracy covers her mouth looking like she's about to puke. Nick looks at her concerned, asking if she is okay. Tracy shakes her head and walks way. Natalie comments she will never forgot those feelings, remembering when she was new to corpses. Natalie's surprised and impressed to learn Tracy was in a gunfight and won. Tracy looks even more grief stricken. Nick heads for Tracy. She asks who could do something like that, while avoiding looking at the body. Nick leads her away, telling her he will get a unit to take her home.

Inside Natalie's office, Nick tells her he's heard about victim's heads and hands being cut off in Central America and Haiti to hide their identity. He suggests it could be mob related. She disagrees, telling him there was no shattering or splintering of the Ulna, Radii, or vertebrae, showing it was done with the precision of a surgeon, but could be anyone from a surgeon to a butcher. They just need the skills. She asks if Tracy is going to be okay. Nick says it will take time. Natalie says the victim had been in the water no more than forty-eight hours, and confirms there was no rape. It could have been sexually motivated. She found some scarring on the victim's lower back, indicating recent minor surgery. She says she will x-ray it to see what was corrected, and try to track it.

Inside the bullpen, Reese tells Tracy it is only three days off. He does not make the rules. She reminds him it is at his discretion. Reese tells her he could tie her to her desk or send her home, and has made his decision. It is a cooling off period, not a suspension. She says she killed someone in the line of duty, it was self-defense and she can handle it. Tracy's frustrated and asks if the problem is she is a rookie or a woman. Reese enters his office as Nick softly tells her it is just three days. She looks at the ground, then at Nick who says he is there if she wants to talk. Tracy leaves, not at all happy with the situation.

Inside Reese's office, he asks Nick if they can get a quick ID on the woman. Nick says Natalie's working on it while he is looking through missing person reports. Reese recognizes the pictures on the paper Nick hands him, informing him it is The Mortician, Christopher Scheer. He was caught about ten years ago storing body parts and bodies in his apartment. He is at Oakville. Reese asks Nick what makes him think the psycho will talk to him. Nick gets a small grin on his face, causing Reese to remind him Scheer is doing time into the afterlife. Nick suggests Scheer might want something else. Natalie enters and excitedly tells them there was only one case that matched the victim's description. Deena Ellis, 26, underwent surgery for disc alignment five weeks ago at Scarborough Grace. Nick realizes the name sounds familiar and checks the missing person's list. Deena's name is on it, reported missing by her employer four days ago.

Outside Reese's office, Tracy is eavesdropping on Reese while helping an officer. She hears the victim worked for the Palomar Agency, an escort service and walks away.

Inside, Natalie tells them there are no injuries outside of the amputations, which she believes, happened after death. A full toxicology panel is running. Nick says he will contact the employer. Reese will try to get Nick into the insane asylum. Natalie asks where Tracy is, looking between the two men, as they say nothing. Nick leaves. Natalie is a little confused by the silence.

In the bullpen, Tracy is looking at a missing person's list as Natalie tells her maybe the time off will do her some good. Tracy says she does not need special consideration. The guys do not think she has the stomach for the job. Natalie tells her she knows Nick well enough to know he does not feel that way. She tells Tracy it is never easy for an officer to have to kill. Tracy says she appreciates her concern, but has to prove she can hack it. It is part of her job. Natalie offers to listen, but Tracy says she does not need to talk about it. Tracy leaves. Natalie softly comments she might need to, her tone and expression suggesting her personal experience contradicts Tracy.

In the locker room, Tracy is overcome by flashbacks of the shooting as she picks up her gun. She leans against the next locker and looks around before the tears start. She lets go of the gun and covers her face as she cries, overwhelmed with more flashbacks.

Inside the Palomar Agency, Nick looks at a black and white shot of Deena Ellis. Ingrid asks Nick if they are sure it is Deena. Nick tells her they're as sure as they can be until some test results come back and they recover certain evidence. Nick asks for a copy of the client list, addresses and telephone numbers for all employees. Ingrid tells him everything he needs is in the master file on her desk, but the killer's not in there. He tells her he will let her know when there is a positive ID. He asks to be informed of any additions.

It is daylight. Ingrid tells a blonde woman seated across the desk that she likes her look and her resume. Another woman enters. Ingrid introduces their new employee, Tracy from Vancouver. However, in reality, it is Tracy Vetter. Ingrid says that Tracy is from the Blackburn agency. The other woman subtly checks out Tracy and she passes. Ingrid says they are always looking for fresh faces, as it is how they stay in business, and welcomes Tracy.

Inside the asylum, a guard tells Nick it is not a good idea to get Scheer worked up. No one goes inside the cell. Nick turns over his weapon. The guard escorts Nick to Scheer's cell, warning Nick Scheer likes to get inside people's head. Guards have quit because they did not want to be around Scheer. They believe Scheer's psychic and can see into their souls. Nick's escort says he thinks the guy is spooky, yet full of it. Nick says Scheer has to like him, as he's Scheer's first visitor in months.

At Scheer's cell, Scheer comments on Nick being another journalist and there is no interview unless he enters the cell. Nick says he is not a journalist. The guard tells Scheer knows he cannot allow it. Nick whammies the guard into letting him in the cell, and not checking on them. The guard leaves. Scheer says the guard isn't usually so agreeable Nick comments he's in no danger from Scheer, who agrees Nick's safe. Scheer is delighted by the company and tells Nick he is there for insight. Nick remains all business.

Someone's watching Ingrid's office via telescope and sees Tracy searching Ingrid's desk. As soon as Tracy hears someone approaching, she takes a seat across the room. Ingrid enters and tells Tracy her date's a fabulous, handsome, and very rich, eligible guy. Tracy is uneasy when she learns they are meeting at the Raven, as it is near his workplace. He needs a date for the Commerce Awards. Tracy mutters about being a trophy girl louder than she thought she had and has to quickly cover her goof.

Outside the agency, Tracy walks down the street, unaware she's still being watched as she gets into her car and drives off.

Inside the asylum, Nick shows Scheer the photos, revolted by Scheer's admiration. Scheer says the guy is really sick and will kill again. The pictures are taken away when he asks to keep them. Nick asks why, hearing the cops who hunted him like an animal now crawl to him for insight into twisted criminal minds. Scheer says Rosebud would enjoy the irony, not happy with his slip. He reluctantly admits Rosebud is his Internet friend. Scheer comments it is hard to find minds as unique as his. Nick does not get to pick his brain for free. Nick says they will trade. Scheer laughs. Nick faces Scheer who is surprised Nick has no fear of him. Nick asks why should he fear him. Scheer comments Nick is a killer just like him. One does not fear what one recognizes. Nick tells Scheer he is nothing like him. Scheer comments Nick's seen death in all it's glory, many times, has been drawn to it, compelled, shocked, frightened and thrilled by it. Nick is disturbed. Scheer is disgustedly comments they gave Nick a badge. Scheer wants his computer privileges back. His turned off computer has no modem and no telephone. He has to hand over his messages on disk to be screened and censored by the Warden. Nick says he will talk to the Warden, but he has to hold up his end. Scheer answers the why part, asking Nick if he's ever had something so precious he couldn't let go. Something he felt compelled to protect because it was so rare. Nick understands.

Nick flashes back to 1448 France. Nick watches Liselle, a young, blonde woman, inside her house. LaCroix enters. She runs to him, kissing him on the lips. He returns the kiss, then kisses her neck. He looks at the window, showing Nick he knows. Nick leaves.

Inside the asylum cell, Scheer tells Nick he protects and preserves while Nick protects and serves. He says he is an artist, a preservationist. Nick disgustedly says he is a taxidermist, and did experiments on human beings. Scheer tells Nick there is a copycat.

Inside the Raven, Urs sees Tracy enters and tells Vachon. He looks around a bit and sees Tracy talking with her date, seeming to enjoy herself. When Tracy's date kisses her cheek, Urs teases Vachon that Tracy was not there to see him after all. Vachon watches them leave a little confused why Tracy would be meeting her date there.

Tracy and her date walk down the street arm in arm. Vachon exits the club and approaches. He's pure gentleman as he takes her hand and kisses it, telling her how uncharacteristically beautiful she is tonight. Vachon tries to talk to Tracy alone, but she refuses to go. The two men get into a verbal sparring match. Vachon soon whammies her date into getting lost. Her date gets in the limo and drives off, to get lost. Vachon learns from a cranky Tracy that she was working undercover and he blew it. He tries to apologize, but it only makes her crankier. She asks why everyone thinks they have to take care of her. She reminds him she is a cop and can take care of herself. He sees her looking down at her purse and asks if she is okay. She says she is and walks off. He starts to go after her but quickly changes his mind.

Tracy approaches her car, and sees she has a rear flat tire. She kicks it, grumbling about how she should have taken the three days off, but had to stay busy instead as she pulls the tire iron from the trunk and tries to loosen the lug nuts. A stranger approaches. She is quickly wary as she pulls loose the wrench and picks up her purse. She turns down his help, stating she is a police officer. He lightly teases her he's safe, and would really like to help. She reluctantly agrees to let him. He takes off his jacket, pleased when she agrees to hold it. He grabs her arm, drapes his jacket over her arm and jabs a hypodermic into her palm, starling her. He removes his jacket, telling her he has her. Her knees buckle. He catches her, telling her she is beautiful.

Nick arrives at the asylum, and thanks to a whammy is locked in Scheer's cell. Nick tells Scheer the Warden, will return his computer privileges when his help leads to an arrest. Scheer tells Nick he is after is a collector who likes to acquire things, own and control them. He has financial resources, is always searching for new victims, new challenges, moving between cities and maybe countries. He tries to fight his sickness for a while, but gives in, then gets nervous and moves to the next city, the next victim. He needs things of various types, things that can be tracked.  He tells Nick to know what to look for, and that the person he seeks needs a place that gives him the privacy he needs to indulge himself. He misses those days, as they were so sensual. How it is quite delightful to pick one that has been right under your nose. The guy watches and waits, as there's pleasure in the anticipation.

Nick flashes back to 1448 as he and LaCroix study the prize. LaCroix tells his son he is sweetening her blood with all the things vampires can't partake of. They must take time to prepare, to perfect the victim for the taking as it adds considerably to the pleasure. Nick tells him it is a waste, a tragedy. LaCroix coldly says Nick has never used those words before, but they have nothing to do with LaCroix or his business.

In the asylum, Scheer comments that Nick seems to enjoy it as much as Scheer does. Nick turns away in disgust. Scheer happily comments he was right about them being kindred souls. Nick's head whips around as he says they are not, horror among other emotions show on his face. He knows Scheer is both right and wrong. Both have killed, but for very different reasons.

In the Caddy, Nick hears LaCroix's monologue about how no two people are alike, especially their desires. Some cherish what others abhor. What's poison to one is a precious treasure to another. Even those with the most prizes die. Nick is depressed.

Nick flashes back to 1448. He's wakes the woman, telling her she must get as far away as she can as he pulls her to her feet. He says LaCroix has dark designs on her and she deserves better. She says she is touched by his concern, but it is misplaced. She is hopelessly infatuated with LaCroix. Nick looks sad as she seduces him. Nick tries to resist. Their lips meet in a tender kiss, she pulls away, telling him she likes it. They kiss again as the passion quickly intensifies. Nick kisses her neck. LaCroix enters not happy to see Nick kissing his prize. Nick sinks his fangs into her neck and drains her. LaCroix's disappointed in his son, yet not too surprised. An angry LaCroix almost instantly pins Nick to the wall by his throat, several inches off the floor. Nick apologizes, telling LaCroix he does not know what happened. LaCroix wipes a tiny amount of blood off the corner of Nick's mouth and savors it. She was as exquisite as he had hoped for.

Nick is snapped out of the flashback as Vachon lands in the back seat, asking what's with Tracy. Nick tells him she was given time off due to being forced to kill a drug dealer. It is rough on a cop no matter what anyone says. Vachon's a bit concerned, hears she's okay, but will not talk to Nick. Nick learns about the events at the Raven. She will not be talking to Vachon either. Nick starts the car, sensing trouble and asks Vachon if he is coming along, an amused look on his face. Vachon says he should stay out of it and takes to the sky. Nick pulls out into the street.

Nick's back at the station at his desk on the telephone to Tracy's cell phone.

Tracy's unconscious on the floor, her ankles tied together. Her wrists are tied together behind her back. Her cell phone is ringing. The stranger is stroking her hair with the fingers of a severed female hand. He has emptied her purse. She comes around and once she can somewhat focus, she sees the stranger bring the hand up to his mouth, placing the index finger over his lips, shushing her as she whimpers, trying to speak. She's scared and uses the stone wall to sit up. He apologizes for making her feeling hung over and introduces himself as Ephram Sedrick. Tracy pulls back as far as she can, her mind still muddled by the drug. Her fear clearly shows along with her eyes begging not to be hurt.

Inside the bullpen, Reese is not happy when Nick tells him he think Tracy is undercover at the escort service. Reese asks Nick about it, learning she never talked to him about it. Reese knows Tracy probably will not want to talk to him after the three days are up. Research found escort services figured in every case. In Portland, Chicago and Detroit all the women turned up like Deena Ellis. If Tracy is undercover, she is playing with fire. Nick tells him she might not have been able to call for backup. Reese reminds him that is exactly when you call for help. Reese is about to put out an APB for Tracy when he learns Nick already did it. Reese calms himself down, asking if one of Scheer's Internet buddies could be the copycat killer. Nick says it is doubtful as one's in Arizona, one's in London and one's in Toronto, named Rosebud. They are trying to get a positive ID on Rosebud. Nick's read Scheer's emails and it does not look like he's enticing anyone to follow in his footsteps. Reese asks about the escort service and hears they are mostly out-of-towners. They are being checked out. He does not expect to find anything because Ingrid thoroughly screens all her clients.

Natalie enters, telling them the toxicology report says Deena Ellis died from a lethal does of Thiobarbital, the fastest acting barbiturate available, but isn't easy for the average person to obtain. The discussion of Tracy shows up she believes she's suspended, and has to prove herself. Nick thinks Natalie encouraged Tracy. An officer tells them traffic just found Tracy's car abandoned on John and Richmond with a flat tire. She left in the middle of changing it. Nick, Natalie and Reese look at each other, worried about Tracy, and what kind of trouble she got herself into.

At Tracy's car, officers are watching it and the immediate area. Reese tells Nick to resend the APB highest priority. Forensics is called to dust for prints. Nick will check out Tracy's place because she might be avoiding the telephone, or could be at her parents. Reese reluctantly says he will inform her parents, grumbling he always gets the dirtiest jobs.

The killer is holding Tracy's weapon, telling her she is too pretty to have such a nasty gun. He pockets the clip, and sets the gun on the floor. He picks up her badge and police ID, happy she is named Tracy because his collection is missing a Tracy and a homicide detective. Tracy is using the rough stone wall to cut through the cords binding her wrists. He notices and tells her not to because he does not want her to get any cuts or bruises on her beautiful skin. Her revulsion shows. He tells her not to scream because no one will hear her and it will give him a headache, for which he will have to kill her. He lets her know it is almost surgery time. He leaves. Tracy's eyes are a little more focused.

Inside Tracy's apartment, Nick is searching for any clues as he listens to her messages. The first one is her mother saying the father got all the dates and times wrong, and that she needs to call so he can straighten it out. Nick does not find anything on her desk or in her appointment book. The second message is from Ingrid, telling Tracy to call soon as she has something really good for her. Nick leaves in a hurry.

Inside Ingrid's office, she tells Nick she got there as fast as she could. Nick angrily asks why she did not tell him Tracy was added to the roster. Tracy's a cop, his partner and is missing. Ingrid feels the weight of all the news. Nick asks if Deena or any of the other girls were ever stalked or threatened, learning they were not. Nick is looking out the window as Scheer's words about the delight in taking one who's been under his nose the whole time, scanning the windows across from Ingrid's with his vampire senses. Nick bolts from the office when he sees a telescope in one of the windows.

Nick enters the room he saw from Ingrid's office and looks around. He sees the telescope and fliers for the real estate division of Sedrick Brokerage, which brings to mind Scheer's words about the killer having resources and moving from city to city. Nick examines the two rows of listings on a wall looking for one that would allow the killer privacy to indulge himself Nick sees an estate that has been sold. He and rushes out.

Inside the estate's basement, Tracy's struggling to bring her knees and feet as close to her chest as she can while working her handcuffed wrists down over them, and works on the cord binding her ankles, but can't free them. She works the rope down over her stocking covered feet and off. She moves to her gun, not yet standing, finding it on top of a wooden trunk. She prays that he did not find the one in the chamber as she slowly pulls back the slide revealing one there and slowly lets it slip back into place. She stands.

Nick's on top of the building and takes to the sky.

Tracy is a little unsteady. Her vision is a little out of focus. She approaches the wooden door and slams into it twice without results, then kicks it hard. It opens. She enters the operating room ready to fire as she sweeps the room. She is startled as she comes face to face with a severed head in a jar staring back at her in fear. The entire shelving unit contains glass jars with either a hand or severed head. Tracy is scared and on edge, as well as still a bit groggy from the drug. She hears a voice call out to her for help but she cannot see well enough to figure out where it's coming from. She keeps her gun pointed in front of her. She spots a hand with red nail polish and heads for it.

Nick is flying over the city trying to find the estate he saw in the picture.

Tracy walks around the corner and sees the hand drop to the floor. She is smacked in the face with the door, as it is shoved open. Her gun falls just out of reach. The killer flips her onto her back. She lashes out at him and he pulls back. She quickly rolls over and is a hair short of her gun. She's flipped over again and sat on, her arms being held. She is terrified, tries to fight back, but cannot because of his grip, and he is sitting on her.

Nick hears Tracy's cries during the battle and zeroes in on her location. Tracy struggles with her attacker as Nick pulls the killer off her, vamped out. He tosses the guy across the room into the electrical panel causing sparks to fly and the guy to shake as he is being fried. Nick watches. Tracy stretches, still handcuffed, grabbing her gun, aiming it at the person in front of her as she rolls onto her back. Nick's features are normal as he faces her, telling her not to shoot. The killer gets up and is about to sink a cleaver into Nick's back or skull when Tracy aims and fires in one fluid motion, hitting the killer in the heart. Nick squats in front of Tracy, taking her face in his hands. Moments later he takes her in his arms. She starts crying as it all catches up with her. He is relieved she is mostly okay.

Outside the estate, several cop cars block access while a stretcher is removing the killer's bagged body. A news crew captures it all from the edge of the street.

Inside the crime scene, Natalie tells Nick she sedated Tracy for the trip to the hospital. Tracy fought her, but she convinced her. Natalie jots down a couple of notes, telling Nick he saved her life. Nick tells her Tracy saved his, so they are turning out to be a good partnership, pleased by it. She has definitely proved she can handle the job, maybe even more than anyone else. Natalie says Tracy really had a rough night. He hopes it is the worst one she ever has. Natalie gives him a folded paper that came in for him, telling him she thought it might be important. Nick looks at it and a small grin appears. He tells her it is a list of Scheer's Internet circle, including the identity of Rosebud. Natalie's curious and asks if it is anyone important. Nick tells her no, and leads her out.

LaCroix's voice tells his friend he is glad he is back as he types out his chat room message on his notebook computer. He says Scheer's adventure was quite entertaining and caused quite a stir among their group. It would have been a tragedy had he not returned. LaCroix's Rosebud with an owl for a graphic. Scheer is the mortician with a caduceus as a symbol. Everyone's glad he's back. He thanks them and says he is back to stay.

The end.
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Someone in surgical gear disrobes a dead woman, then draws dotted lines around her wrists and neck, caressing her body as he does so. He picks up a device resembling a cast saw, but this one will cut through flesh and bone, and turns it on.

He is down near a bridge as the sun is rising or setting. He pulls her out of his van, mostly wrapped in black plastic, only her feet and lower legs show. His package is securely tied as he hefts over the railing and lets go. He hurries away.

Nick is chasing a suspect, who soon runs right into Nick. Nick grabs the perp's gun and twists the perp's arm behind his back. Tracy is pursuing the other perp, who is hiding as his shots hit too close. He momentarily stops. She fires, hitting him twice, dropping him in his tracks. She slowly, carefully approaches him, lowering her weapon slightly, upon seeing he's unconscious. She just stares at him, not noticing Nick's silent arrival behind her. Nick reaches out to touch her back, softly saying her name. She briefly turns to him, then back to the body. He asks if she is okay. She tells him she killed the guy.

The alley is now a crime scene. Tracy's in the Caddy totally spaced out. Nick is concerned about her, telling her he does not think IA will have a problem with it. He gets her attention and tells her they are done. She nods and is lost in thought again. Nick is taking her home as she is reassuring him she's fine. She is far too quiet. He reminds her she will be on desk duty for a few days. She says she knows, turning down his offer to come inside with her. Just as she is starting to open up, they are called to another crime scene, a body in the water. Tracy tells him she needs the distraction, and her apartment is out of the way. Nick tells the dispatcher they are on their way. They continue in silence.

At the crime scene, Natalie tells Nick and Tracy to brace themselves. A tug boat captain found her. Divers brought up her body twenty minutes ago. Natalie and Nick squat down next to the body, while Tracy keeps her distance. Natalie pulls back the tarp revealing the victim did not drown, she had her head and hands cut off. Tracy covers her mouth looking like she's about to puke. Nick looks at her concerned, asking if she is okay. Tracy shakes her head and walks way. Natalie comments she will never forgot those feelings, remembering when she was new to corpses. Natalie's surprised and impressed to learn Tracy was in a gunfight and won. Tracy looks even more grief stricken. Nick heads for Tracy. She asks who could do something like that, while avoiding looking at the body. Nick leads her away, telling her he will get a unit to take her home.

Inside Natalie's office, Nick tells her he's heard about victim's heads and hands being cut off in Central America and Haiti to hide their identity. He suggests it could be mob related. She disagrees, telling him there was no shattering or splintering of the Ulna, Radii, or vertebrae, showing it was done with the precision of a surgeon, but could be anyone from a surgeon to a butcher. They just need the skills. She asks if Tracy is going to be okay. Nick says it will take time. Natalie says the victim had been in the water no more than forty-eight hours, and confirms there was no rape. It could have been sexually motivated. She found some scarring on the victim's lower back, indicating recent minor surgery. She says she will x-ray it to see what was corrected, and try to track it.

Inside the bullpen, Reese tells Tracy it is only three days off. He does not make the rules. She reminds him it is at his discretion. Reese tells her he could tie her to her desk or send her home, and has made his decision. It is a cooling off period, not a suspension. She says she killed someone in the line of duty, it was self-defense and she can handle it. Tracy's frustrated and asks if the problem is she is a rookie or a woman. Reese enters his office as Nick softly tells her it is just three days. She looks at the ground, then at Nick who says he is there if she wants to talk. Tracy leaves, not at all happy with the situation.

Inside Reese's office, he asks Nick if they can get a quick ID on the woman. Nick says Natalie's working on it while he is looking through missing person reports. Reese recognizes the pictures on the paper Nick hands him, informing him it is The Mortician, Christopher Scheer. He was caught about ten years ago storing body parts and bodies in his apartment. He is at Oakville. Reese asks Nick what makes him think the psycho will talk to him. Nick gets a small grin on his face, causing Reese to remind him Scheer is doing time into the afterlife. Nick suggests Scheer might want something else. Natalie enters and excitedly tells them there was only one case that matched the victim's description. Deena Ellis, 26, underwent surgery for disc alignment five weeks ago at Scarborough Grace. Nick realizes the name sounds familiar and checks the missing person's list. Deena's name is on it, reported missing by her employer four days ago.

Outside Reese's office, Tracy is eavesdropping on Reese while helping an officer. She hears the victim worked for the Palomar Agency, an escort service and walks away.

Inside, Natalie tells them there are no injuries outside of the amputations, which she believes, happened after death. A full toxicology panel is running. Nick says he will contact the employer. Reese will try to get Nick into the insane asylum. Natalie asks where Tracy is, looking between the two men, as they say nothing. Nick leaves. Natalie is a little confused by the silence.

In the bullpen, Tracy is looking at a missing person's list as Natalie tells her maybe the time off will do her some good. Tracy says she does not need special consideration. The guys do not think she has the stomach for the job. Natalie tells her she knows Nick well enough to know he does not feel that way. She tells Tracy it is never easy for an officer to have to kill. Tracy says she appreciates her concern, but has to prove she can hack it. It is part of her job. Natalie offers to listen, but Tracy says she does not need to talk about it. Tracy leaves. Natalie softly comments she might need to, her tone and expression suggesting her personal experience contradicts Tracy.

In the locker room, Tracy is overcome by flashbacks of the shooting as she picks up her gun. She leans against the next locker and looks around before the tears start. She lets go of the gun and covers her face as she cries, overwhelmed with more flashbacks.

Inside the Palomar Agency, Nick looks at a black and white shot of Deena Ellis. Ingrid asks Nick if they are sure it is Deena. Nick tells her they're as sure as they can be until some test results come back and they recover certain evidence. Nick asks for a copy of the client list, addresses and telephone numbers for all employees. Ingrid tells him everything he needs is in the master file on her desk, but the killer's not in there. He tells her he will let her know when there is a positive ID. He asks to be informed of any additions.

It is daylight. Ingrid tells a blonde woman seated across the desk that she likes her look and her resume. Another woman enters. Ingrid introduces their new employee, Tracy from Vancouver. However, in reality, it is Tracy Vetter. Ingrid says that Tracy is from the Blackburn agency. The other woman subtly checks out Tracy and she passes. Ingrid says they are always looking for fresh faces, as it is how they stay in business, and welcomes Tracy.

Inside the asylum, a guard tells Nick it is not a good idea to get Scheer worked up. No one goes inside the cell. Nick turns over his weapon. The guard escorts Nick to Scheer's cell, warning Nick Scheer likes to get inside people's head. Guards have quit because they did not want to be around Scheer. They believe Scheer's psychic and can see into their souls. Nick's escort says he thinks the guy is spooky, yet full of it. Nick says Scheer has to like him, as he's Scheer's first visitor in months.

At Scheer's cell, Scheer comments on Nick being another journalist and there is no interview unless he enters the cell. Nick says he is not a journalist. The guard tells Scheer knows he cannot allow it. Nick whammies the guard into letting him in the cell, and not checking on them. The guard leaves. Scheer says the guard isn't usually so agreeable Nick comments he's in no danger from Scheer, who agrees Nick's safe. Scheer is delighted by the company and tells Nick he is there for insight. Nick remains all business.

Someone's watching Ingrid's office via telescope and sees Tracy searching Ingrid's desk. As soon as Tracy hears someone approaching, she takes a seat across the room. Ingrid enters and tells Tracy her date's a fabulous, handsome, and very rich, eligible guy. Tracy is uneasy when she learns they are meeting at the Raven, as it is near his workplace. He needs a date for the Commerce Awards. Tracy mutters about being a trophy girl louder than she thought she had and has to quickly cover her goof.

Outside the agency, Tracy walks down the street, unaware she's still being watched as she gets into her car and drives off.

Inside the asylum, Nick shows Scheer the photos, revolted by Scheer's admiration. Scheer says the guy is really sick and will kill again. The pictures are taken away when he asks to keep them. Nick asks why, hearing the cops who hunted him like an animal now crawl to him for insight into twisted criminal minds. Scheer says Rosebud would enjoy the irony, not happy with his slip. He reluctantly admits Rosebud is his Internet friend. Scheer comments it is hard to find minds as unique as his. Nick does not get to pick his brain for free. Nick says they will trade. Scheer laughs. Nick faces Scheer who is surprised Nick has no fear of him. Nick asks why should he fear him. Scheer comments Nick is a killer just like him. One does not fear what one recognizes. Nick tells Scheer he is nothing like him. Scheer comments Nick's seen death in all it's glory, many times, has been drawn to it, compelled, shocked, frightened and thrilled by it. Nick is disturbed. Scheer is disgustedly comments they gave Nick a badge. Scheer wants his computer privileges back. His turned off computer has no modem and no telephone. He has to hand over his messages on disk to be screened and censored by the Warden. Nick says he will talk to the Warden, but he has to hold up his end. Scheer answers the why part, asking Nick if he's ever had something so precious he couldn't let go. Something he felt compelled to protect because it was so rare. Nick understands.

Nick flashes back to 1448 France. Nick watches Liselle, a young, blonde woman, inside her house. LaCroix enters. She runs to him, kissing him on the lips. He returns the kiss, then kisses her neck. He looks at the window, showing Nick he knows. Nick leaves.

Inside the asylum cell, Scheer tells Nick he protects and preserves while Nick protects and serves. He says he is an artist, a preservationist. Nick disgustedly says he is a taxidermist, and did experiments on human beings. Scheer tells Nick there is a copycat.

Inside the Raven, Urs sees Tracy enters and tells Vachon. He looks around a bit and sees Tracy talking with her date, seeming to enjoy herself. When Tracy's date kisses her cheek, Urs teases Vachon that Tracy was not there to see him after all. Vachon watches them leave a little confused why Tracy would be meeting her date there.

Tracy and her date walk down the street arm in arm. Vachon exits the club and approaches. He's pure gentleman as he takes her hand and kisses it, telling her how uncharacteristically beautiful she is tonight. Vachon tries to talk to Tracy alone, but she refuses to go. The two men get into a verbal sparring match. Vachon soon whammies her date into getting lost. Her date gets in the limo and drives off, to get lost. Vachon learns from a cranky Tracy that she was working undercover and he blew it. He tries to apologize, but it only makes her crankier. She asks why everyone thinks they have to take care of her. She reminds him she is a cop and can take care of herself. He sees her looking down at her purse and asks if she is okay. She says she is and walks off. He starts to go after her but quickly changes his mind.

Tracy approaches her car, and sees she has a rear flat tire. She kicks it, grumbling about how she should have taken the three days off, but had to stay busy instead as she pulls the tire iron from the trunk and tries to loosen the lug nuts. A stranger approaches. She is quickly wary as she pulls loose the wrench and picks up her purse. She turns down his help, stating she is a police officer. He lightly teases her he's safe, and would really like to help. She reluctantly agrees to let him. He takes off his jacket, pleased when she agrees to hold it. He grabs her arm, drapes his jacket over her arm and jabs a hypodermic into her palm, starling her. He removes his jacket, telling her he has her. Her knees buckle. He catches her, telling her she is beautiful.

Nick arrives at the asylum, and thanks to a whammy is locked in Scheer's cell. Nick tells Scheer the Warden, will return his computer privileges when his help leads to an arrest. Scheer tells Nick he is after is a collector who likes to acquire things, own and control them. He has financial resources, is always searching for new victims, new challenges, moving between cities and maybe countries. He tries to fight his sickness for a while, but gives in, then gets nervous and moves to the next city, the next victim. He needs things of various types, things that can be tracked.  He tells Nick to know what to look for, and that the person he seeks needs a place that gives him the privacy he needs to indulge himself. He misses those days, as they were so sensual. How it is quite delightful to pick one that has been right under your nose. The guy watches and waits, as there's pleasure in the anticipation.

Nick flashes back to 1448 as he and LaCroix study the prize. LaCroix tells his son he is sweetening her blood with all the things vampires can't partake of. They must take time to prepare, to perfect the victim for the taking as it adds considerably to the pleasure. Nick tells him it is a waste, a tragedy. LaCroix coldly says Nick has never used those words before, but they have nothing to do with LaCroix or his business.

In the asylum, Scheer comments that Nick seems to enjoy it as much as Scheer does. Nick turns away in disgust. Scheer happily comments he was right about them being kindred souls. Nick's head whips around as he says they are not, horror among other emotions show on his face. He knows Scheer is both right and wrong. Both have killed, but for very different reasons.

In the Caddy, Nick hears LaCroix's monologue about how no two people are alike, especially their desires. Some cherish what others abhor. What's poison to one is a precious treasure to another. Even those with the most prizes die. Nick is depressed.

Nick flashes back to 1448. He's wakes the woman, telling her she must get as far away as she can as he pulls her to her feet. He says LaCroix has dark designs on her and she deserves better. She says she is touched by his concern, but it is misplaced. She is hopelessly infatuated with LaCroix. Nick looks sad as she seduces him. Nick tries to resist. Their lips meet in a tender kiss, she pulls away, telling him she likes it. They kiss again as the passion quickly intensifies. Nick kisses her neck. LaCroix enters not happy to see Nick kissing his prize. Nick sinks his fangs into her neck and drains her. LaCroix's disappointed in his son, yet not too surprised. An angry LaCroix almost instantly pins Nick to the wall by his throat, several inches off the floor. Nick apologizes, telling LaCroix he does not know what happened. LaCroix wipes a tiny amount of blood off the corner of Nick's mouth and savors it. She was as exquisite as he had hoped for.

Nick is snapped out of the flashback as Vachon lands in the back seat, asking what's with Tracy. Nick tells him she was given time off due to being forced to kill a drug dealer. It is rough on a cop no matter what anyone says. Vachon's a bit concerned, hears she's okay, but will not talk to Nick. Nick learns about the events at the Raven. She will not be talking to Vachon either. Nick starts the car, sensing trouble and asks Vachon if he is coming along, an amused look on his face. Vachon says he should stay out of it and takes to the sky. Nick pulls out into the street.

Nick's back at the station at his desk on the telephone to Tracy's cell phone.

Tracy's unconscious on the floor, her ankles tied together. Her wrists are tied together behind her back. Her cell phone is ringing. The stranger is stroking her hair with the fingers of a severed female hand. He has emptied her purse. She comes around and once she can somewhat focus, she sees the stranger bring the hand up to his mouth, placing the index finger over his lips, shushing her as she whimpers, trying to speak. She's scared and uses the stone wall to sit up. He apologizes for making her feeling hung over and introduces himself as Ephram Sedrick. Tracy pulls back as far as she can, her mind still muddled by the drug. Her fear clearly shows along with her eyes begging not to be hurt.

Inside the bullpen, Reese is not happy when Nick tells him he think Tracy is undercover at the escort service. Reese asks Nick about it, learning she never talked to him about it. Reese knows Tracy probably will not want to talk to him after the three days are up. Research found escort services figured in every case. In Portland, Chicago and Detroit all the women turned up like Deena Ellis. If Tracy is undercover, she is playing with fire. Nick tells him she might not have been able to call for backup. Reese reminds him that is exactly when you call for help. Reese is about to put out an APB for Tracy when he learns Nick already did it. Reese calms himself down, asking if one of Scheer's Internet buddies could be the copycat killer. Nick says it is doubtful as one's in Arizona, one's in London and one's in Toronto, named Rosebud. They are trying to get a positive ID on Rosebud. Nick's read Scheer's emails and it does not look like he's enticing anyone to follow in his footsteps. Reese asks about the escort service and hears they are mostly out-of-towners. They are being checked out. He does not expect to find anything because Ingrid thoroughly screens all her clients.

Natalie enters, telling them the toxicology report says Deena Ellis died from a lethal does of Thiobarbital, the fastest acting barbiturate available, but isn't easy for the average person to obtain. The discussion of Tracy shows up she believes she's suspended, and has to prove herself. Nick thinks Natalie encouraged Tracy. An officer tells them traffic just found Tracy's car abandoned on John and Richmond with a flat tire. She left in the middle of changing it. Nick, Natalie and Reese look at each other, worried about Tracy, and what kind of trouble she got herself into.

At Tracy's car, officers are watching it and the immediate area. Reese tells Nick to resend the APB highest priority. Forensics is called to dust for prints. Nick will check out Tracy's place because she might be avoiding the telephone, or could be at her parents. Reese reluctantly says he will inform her parents, grumbling he always gets the dirtiest jobs.

The killer is holding Tracy's weapon, telling her she is too pretty to have such a nasty gun. He pockets the clip, and sets the gun on the floor. He picks up her badge and police ID, happy she is named Tracy because his collection is missing a Tracy and a homicide detective. Tracy is using the rough stone wall to cut through the cords binding her wrists. He notices and tells her not to because he does not want her to get any cuts or bruises on her beautiful skin. Her revulsion shows. He tells her not to scream because no one will hear her and it will give him a headache, for which he will have to kill her. He lets her know it is almost surgery time. He leaves. Tracy's eyes are a little more focused.

Inside Tracy's apartment, Nick is searching for any clues as he listens to her messages. The first one is her mother saying the father got all the dates and times wrong, and that she needs to call so he can straighten it out. Nick does not find anything on her desk or in her appointment book. The second message is from Ingrid, telling Tracy to call soon as she has something really good for her. Nick leaves in a hurry.

Inside Ingrid's office, she tells Nick she got there as fast as she could. Nick angrily asks why she did not tell him Tracy was added to the roster. Tracy's a cop, his partner and is missing. Ingrid feels the weight of all the news. Nick asks if Deena or any of the other girls were ever stalked or threatened, learning they were not. Nick is looking out the window as Scheer's words about the delight in taking one who's been under his nose the whole time, scanning the windows across from Ingrid's with his vampire senses. Nick bolts from the office when he sees a telescope in one of the windows.

Nick enters the room he saw from Ingrid's office and looks around. He sees the telescope and fliers for the real estate division of Sedrick Brokerage, which brings to mind Scheer's words about the killer having resources and moving from city to city. Nick examines the two rows of listings on a wall looking for one that would allow the killer privacy to indulge himself Nick sees an estate that has been sold. He and rushes out.

Inside the estate's basement, Tracy's struggling to bring her knees and feet as close to her chest as she can while working her handcuffed wrists down over them, and works on the cord binding her ankles, but can't free them. She works the rope down over her stocking covered feet and off. She moves to her gun, not yet standing, finding it on top of a wooden trunk. She prays that he did not find the one in the chamber as she slowly pulls back the slide revealing one there and slowly lets it slip back into place. She stands.

Nick's on top of the building and takes to the sky.

Tracy is a little unsteady. Her vision is a little out of focus. She approaches the wooden door and slams into it twice without results, then kicks it hard. It opens. She enters the operating room ready to fire as she sweeps the room. She is startled as she comes face to face with a severed head in a jar staring back at her in fear. The entire shelving unit contains glass jars with either a hand or severed head. Tracy is scared and on edge, as well as still a bit groggy from the drug. She hears a voice call out to her for help but she cannot see well enough to figure out where it's coming from. She keeps her gun pointed in front of her. She spots a hand with red nail polish and heads for it.

Nick is flying over the city trying to find the estate he saw in the picture.

Tracy walks around the corner and sees the hand drop to the floor. She is smacked in the face with the door, as it is shoved open. Her gun falls just out of reach. The killer flips her onto her back. She lashes out at him and he pulls back. She quickly rolls over and is a hair short of her gun. She's flipped over again and sat on, her arms being held. She is terrified, tries to fight back, but cannot because of his grip, and he is sitting on her.

Nick hears Tracy's cries during the battle and zeroes in on her location. Tracy struggles with her attacker as Nick pulls the killer off her, vamped out. He tosses the guy across the room into the electrical panel causing sparks to fly and the guy to shake as he is being fried. Nick watches. Tracy stretches, still handcuffed, grabbing her gun, aiming it at the person in front of her as she rolls onto her back. Nick's features are normal as he faces her, telling her not to shoot. The killer gets up and is about to sink a cleaver into Nick's back or skull when Tracy aims and fires in one fluid motion, hitting the killer in the heart. Nick squats in front of Tracy, taking her face in his hands. Moments later he takes her in his arms. She starts crying as it all catches up with her. He is relieved she is mostly okay.

Outside the estate, several cop cars block access while a stretcher is removing the killer's bagged body. A news crew captures it all from the edge of the street.

Inside the crime scene, Natalie tells Nick she sedated Tracy for the trip to the hospital. Tracy fought her, but she convinced her. Natalie jots down a couple of notes, telling Nick he saved her life. Nick tells her Tracy saved his, so they are turning out to be a good partnership, pleased by it. She has definitely proved she can handle the job, maybe even more than anyone else. Natalie says Tracy really had a rough night. He hopes it is the worst one she ever has. Natalie gives him a folded paper that came in for him, telling him she thought it might be important. Nick looks at it and a small grin appears. He tells her it is a list of Scheer's Internet circle, including the identity of Rosebud. Natalie's curious and asks if it is anyone important. Nick tells her no, and leads her out.

LaCroix's voice tells his friend he is glad he is back as he types out his chat room message on his notebook computer. He says Scheer's adventure was quite entertaining and caused quite a stir among their group. It would have been a tragedy had he not returned. LaCroix's Rosebud with an owl for a graphic. Scheer is the mortician with a caduceus as a symbol. Everyone's glad he's back. He thanks them and says he is back to stay.

The end.
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Paramedics rush a patient with a gunshot wound to the head into the ER while doing CPR and bagging the critical patient. There is no pulse and the patient has been down for sixteen minutes. The patient is shocked at 300, before another epi is given and compressions continue without improvement. After nineteen minutes, Dr. Turner makes one of the hardest decisions a doctor can make and pronounces Metro Police Detective Nicholas Knight dead at 12:36 am. She tells the nurses to notify the ME. Nick's lying on the trauma bed in a hard plastic cervical collar with a bandage wrapped a round his head, the left side bloody.

In the waiting area, Dr. Turner tells an entering Reese and a devastated Tracy that she tried everything but Nick did not make it. Reese sits down next to Tracy and rubs her back, consoling the crying detective. He tells her it is not her fault. The fault lies with the person who shot Nick.

Tracy flashes back to the shooting as she tells Reese about it, seeing a large, dark, somewhat empty place. A gun is aimed at her and a shot is fired at almost the same time she is knocked to the ground. She sees Nick face down as she starts to get up. When she rolls Nick over she sees the thick coating of blood covering almost half his face, coming from the top of his head. More shots are fired, keeping Tracy pinned to the floor. Reese learns it was too dark for her to get a good look at the perp.

Natalie rushes into the waiting area frantic and asks about Nick, her medical bag in her hand. Reese breaks the bad news to her. Her determination shows as she repeats her question.

Natalie enters the ER trauma room and sees Nick. A nurse is startled when Nick takes a long deep breath, the first one on his own for over half an hour, if not longer. The nurse leaves to get help, at Natalie's suggestion. Natalie sticks a large needle into Nick's stomach and squishes a unit of blood into him as fast as she can, hoping she is not caught. She comments she does not know how they will get out of this one. She barely gets the bag covered before Dr. Turner enters and tells the nurse it is just a reaction to the drugs in his system. Before Turner can check Nick's vitals, Natalie hands her a clipboard, telling Turner she just took the vitals. Nick's condition is stabilizing. Nick is called a miracle by Turner. Natalie comments it is not as bad as it looks. Turner tells her to look, and as she does, she sees that it is just a large, nasty scrape on his temple, rather than the nasty wound from earlier. Turner is stunned. Natalie uses the distraction to grab the blood bag and barely hides it before a nurse enters. Turner orders immediate x-rays.

In the waiting area, a calmer Tracy is annoyed with herself because she cannot remember. Reese tells her to take it easy. She is not the first, nor will she be the last whose partner gets shot. Tracy responds it is what she was trained for. Natalie enters with good news, telling them the traumatic injuries sent Nick into a temporary cardiac arrest, which is not uncommon for injuries like his. He's in a coma, but will live.

Dr. Turner's checking out Nick's x-rays and sees shrapnel halfway into Nick's brain, commenting he should be dead.  LaCroix is a doctor who tells her x-rays can be flawed. He whammies her into believing the new x-rays are the original ones, and Nick's injuries were not as bad as they first seemed. Nick will wake up, and be released. The bullet bounced off his incredibly thick skull, leaving no damage behind. LaCroix contemplates her neck as a snack, but leaves her unharmed. He releases the whammy once he sees it took.

Out in the waiting area, Dr. Turner repeats the information LaCroix gave her. Natalie recognizes the look of a whammied person delivering their post hypnotic suggestion information. Natalie catches sight of LaCroix off to the side and is a little surprised, and not sure if his help is a good or bad thing. The doctor leaves as soon as she is finished. Reese and Tracy are quite relieved. He says he is going back to the precinct to spread the good news. Tracy says she wants to stay. Tracy asks Natalie if they can see Nick, and hears Natalie thinks she can arrange it.

Nick's unconscious in bed, monitors tracking normal vital signs with their beeps. There is a gauze bandage around his head, and a nasal cannula providing him with oxygen. LaCroix pulls the IV out of Nick's hand, commenting it was probably important as he tells Nick he always pays his debt. He is holding a scalpel.

LaCroix flashes back to the Crimean War in 1853. A dying Russian soldier thinks LaCroix is death and stakes LaCroix in the chest as he drains the soldier.

In the hospital LaCroix slits his and Nick's wrists and presses them together, commenting Quid Pro Quo. Moments later Nick grows closer to consciousness.

Natalie is shown to Nick's bed by a nurse. Natalie's pleased to see him in a good mood and awake, and explains she had to do some fast thinking. He wants to know why his head hurts and learns he was shot in the head. He scares and worries her when he does not know who she is. An amnesiac vampire is not a good thing.

In the hallway, Dr. Turner tells Reese and Natalie about Nick's Retrograde Amnesia. He will probably come out of it, but no one knows when. No other signs of dysfunction have been found so he will be okay.  Reese tells her Nick's the only one who can ID the shooter, so they need to jog his memory. Natalie suggests taking him home, letting the familiar surroundings help. She reminds them she is a doctor and Nick has no family or friends.

The three of them enter Nick's room. Natalie is shocked to see Nick eating chicken noodle soup and it shows. She quickly realizes she overreacted and calms down. The nasal cannula is gone and the bandage only covers the wound. When Nick learns Reese is a cop, he asks if he is in trouble. Natalie informs him Rees is his boss. Nick learns someone tried to kill him and his partner at the parade warehouse last night, and his partner is female, not male. Nick remembers Tracy, a carousel horse and the brightness of a gunshot, bolt of lightning in his head, and then burning pain before everything went black. Turner tells Nick she is releasing him into Dr. Lambert's care, if he has no problem with it. Nick does not as she seems nice. Reese gives Nick his badge, telling him to get his strength back, but take it easy.

Inside an interrogation room, Tracy's being grilled by two detectives and looks totally worn out. She cannot take much more. Reese watches over her. She tells them everything is hazy. One of Nick's informants called in a tip about the unsolved Ripper case, learning everyone has a theory about that case.

Tracy flashes back to the warehouse as she tells them what happened. She tells them everything seemed normal, but they sensed something was wrong as soon as they entered. They split up because of the dark. She thought she was just spooking herself. There was a gunshot and she did not see the shooter, only a flash of light. She's upset and frustrated. Reese tries to get her a short break. The detectives show them a bagged bullet they found, explaining it's a Teflon coated cop killer. It goes through Kevlar like it was tissue. Tracy has a massive headache. She's a little sickened and repulsed as well.

Natalie opens the lift door, revealing the interior of the loft. Nick thinks it is a bit dark, hearing he likes it that way. Natalie takes off her coat and tosses it over a chair as Nick picks up a stack of pictures and looks through them. She asks if he remembers when it was taken.  He learns it was from his birthday last year, when they went out to dinner to celebrate. She sees he is a little upset over his lack of memory. She puts away the items from her cloth shopping bags. When she asks if he knows which birthday, he guesses somewhere between thirty and thirty-five. She tells him he is so far off, with a small laugh. He starts playing Moonlight Sonata and she wonders if it could be a sign of progress. He remembers playing while a hard of hearing friend wrote down the notes. Natalie cannot believe he knew Beethoven, yet she is not that surprised. She tells him she has to go out for a while because if she lets things stack up it gets nasty. She takes the bottle of blood out of the fridge and hides it in her bag when he is not looking. She tosses him an apple, as he comments on her being a doctor, hearing she is actually a pathologist. She tells him to keep eating, pleased he found the hospital food dreadful, and is hungry. She tells him an apple a day will keep the doctor away, pleased when he asks why he would want to stay away. However, sad that it took amnesia to get him to admit his feelings. She forces herself to leave. Nick takes a big bite of the apple as he checks out his home.

Nick looks in a drawer in the table behind the couch and finds his gun, clip and ammunition. He picks up the gun and clip, and shoves the clip in like he's done a million times before, yet he's looking at it like he's never seen it before. He senses someone behind him, spins around, aiming at LaCroix, who asks if it is any way to treat his savior. Nick recognizes him as the doctor from the hospital and asks how he got in. LaCroix says he has an open invitation. Nick relaxes.  LaCroix tells Nick he is more than just the doctor, as he holds a wine bottle from the Raven. LaCroix asks if the sensations Nick's feeling right now don't show him he's more than he thinks, and shows the special relation between them. Nick is not really buying it and it shows, as does his dislike of LaCroix. Nick is not sure what to believe. LaCroix tells Nick he is his oldest friend and they have been through a lot together.

There is a flashback to the Crimea in 1853, but who is it is, is uncertain. LaCroix is laying on a sofa in a devastated home hiding from the sun. He looks deathly pale, in pain and so weak he can barely move. He begs Nick to remove the stake or he will die. Nick enjoys having the upper hand for the first time ever and makes LaCroix promise to let him go, and tell him how he was staked. LaCroix tells the story and promises to let Nick go. He reminds Nick their relationship has not always been difficult and Nick stayed because he wanted to, he just did not realize it. Nick does not believe a word of it and it shows. He may want to kill LaCroix, but he is not as cold and heartless as his master. He pulls the stake out, causing LaCroix intense agony.

In the loft, Nick asks why LaCroix will not tell Nick about himself. LaCroix tells Nick he's extraordinary and a killer. Nick looks at the gun in his hand and puts it down. LaCroix tells Nick to go outside and rediscover himself. Before LaCroix can shape Nick any further Natalie arrives with groceries. She's not happy to see him, but thanks him for his help in the hospital. LaCroix comments they made a good team and it was fun. Nick is confused because two people who say they are friends cannot stand each other. Natalie tells LaCroix he should leave Nick alone. LaCroix gives in far too easily and too pleasantly. He asks her if she will inform Nick of his special nature, then realizes she will use it to accomplish the impossible, redeem Nick. Nick's even more confused and a little hurt. Natalie suggests LaCroix leave, by the door. He wishes her luck and does as requested.

Once Natalie is alone with Nick, she tells him he does not have to believe a word LaCroix told him. He looks like a confused, lost little boy. He asks what LaCroix meant about him being a killer, a bit afraid of the answer. She tells him he is a cop and he's has to kill people occasionally. It helps ease his fear a little. He asks about his special nature, afraid he has some illness or disability he does not know about. Natalie says he does not have to believe a word LaCroix said, because he is not Nick's friend. He cannot help Nick like she can. He is again frustrated, confused and a little angry, wanting to know if there is something wrong with him. She tells him it is not a good time to discuss it because it is late and they need their sleep. He has to trust her. She starts unzipping her overnight bag and makes him promise he will not leave the apartment, no matter what. He asks why he would want to leave. She says they have been working on a change for a long time and the accident seems to be allowing it to happen. He follows her as she moves tot he fireplace, telling him it feels like they're really getting somewhere, but they have to take it slowly. He asks if they have a relationship, a hopeful light in his eyes. She sadly, reluctantly tells him they are only friends.

He caresses the side of her face and tells her he knew there was something special between them from the first time he saw her in the hospital. They longingly gaze into each other's eyes before he slowly leans in and cuts her off with a tender kiss. They kiss again and the heat level in the room shoots up considerably. She tells him she is not sure they should, at least not now. He kisses her again. No more words are spoken. She does not want to spoil the mood with hey, you're a vampire.  She wants them both to have one blissful moment before they return to their stress filled lives.

Natalie and Nick are upstairs in his bed. His red robe hangs open as he sits behind her gazing at her bare body, sweeps her hair off her shoulders and passionately kisses her neck. In ecstasy, she whispers for him to bring her across. Nick's fangs drop and his eyes glow as he kisses her neck before sinking his fangs in. In the black background, LaCroix watches, as if he is using his connection with Nick to influence him in a way Nick is not and will not become aware of, as he tries to bring the vampire to the surface.

Nick wakes up very startled and scared by his dream. LaCroix has apparently had an effect on Nick because he comes downstairs fully dressed, grabs his gun, holsters it, and leaves, seeing Natalie asleep on the couch in her bathrobe. LaCroix's comment about Nick rediscovering himself runs through his head. LaCroix seems to be able to get through Nick's barriers because of the amnesia and can make Nick follow his orders.

Nick is driving through the city as he is listening to the Nightcrawler talking about soothing their confusion. Nick's head hurts as if he's remembering bits and pieces of things, or is trying to and cannot.

Inside LaCroix's booth, he comments the show's dedicated to long lost friends, who are trying to find their way back. He angrily comments that one must never forget what they are or whom they came from. LaCroix is not happy he has temporarily lost control over Nick. It seems that without Nick to control and torment, he is lost.

There is another flashback to the Crimea. Nick slices his wrist and holds it above LaCroix's mouth. LaCroix grabs it and desperately sucks on it until Nick yanks it away.

In the present, LaCroix commands Nick will come back to him, he MUST come back as it is his destiny. One cannot change their destiny, unless they are LaCroix and the current one does not suit him. Nick turns off the radio.

Inside the precinct briefing room, Tracy is still being questioned while Reese watches over her. Tracy tries to pick out the shooter from the computerized mug shots, but cannot. Tracy's frustration shows as she tells them she does not know if it is because she cannot remember or because she didn't get a good look at him. Reese comments it happens a lot when a partner is shot, she needs time and rest. The other two detectives reluctantly agree. They learn Nick will not be able to provide anything for a long time. The two detectives leave. Reese sees Tracy's frustration and tells her to give it a break, to let it come to her, when she apologizes for not being more helpful.

Nick parks and enters the parade warehouse, breaking the crime scene tape. As he looks around the dark place, he gets small flashes of the incident, among them the shooting. He feels the pain as if it just happened seconds ago. The images happen so fast that they make him dizzy with their speed and numbers.  A female officer approaches and asks what he is doing there. Nick tells her he's a cop and slowly pulls his badge. She is surprised to learn he is the officer that was shot. He suddenly hears her heartbeat calling to him as he sees the blood pulsing through the vein on her neck. He quickly turns around as he vamps out, the vampire back in full force. There is a small, intense growl. He momentarily weakens causing her to ask if he's okay. He assures her he is and he will see himself out. She leaves him alone, a little surprised by all she learned. Nick takes one last look around before opening the exit door. He steps outside and quickly retreats from the morning sun, smoking. He is scared, confused and in pain.

At the loft, Natalie wakes and sees the sun coming through the window. She calls out Nick's name, concerned when she sees the sun. She instantly reaches for the remote and shuts the blinds. She is almost instantly off the couch, concerned because there is no sound from Nick. The lift door slams open and Nick stumbles in, falling to his knees, shying away from the sun where the one blind has not yet fully closed. He is still slightly smoking and burned. She squats down by him as the blind closes. She tries to help him uncover himself and her hands are pushed away. He angrily asks if she knew that would happen to him. She is upset as she reminds him she told him not to go outside. He says she did not tell him why, asking how it could be so bad. They are both standing as he grabs her wrists, angrily ordering her to tell him what's going on. His face and hands are burned. She is deeply saddened and depressed, her heart shattering as she realizes the vampire is fully reasserting itself. She is near tears as she ass why he went out. He angrily tells her he sensed the shooter before he fired and asking how that is possible. She is devastated, as she is forced to tell him the truth. Her emotions come through in her voice as she tells him they were so close, if only he had stayed inside she might never have to tell him the truth.

Nick has another flashback to his shooting and hears the shooter tell him Merry Christmas before shooting him as something glitters.

He tells Natalie he saw the killer's face and has to go help. She grabs his arms, telling him he cannot go out until sunset. When he asks why, she says there is no easy way to tell him he is a vampire, having a little trouble getting that part out. His expression is hard to decipher as he hears the news. He is quite surprised. She is concerned about him, especially now that he knows.

Inside Tracy's apartment, she is reading a magazine, having finished eating. She is still in her clothes from the other day. Her telephone rings and she answers it, hearing a strange voice comment on the shooting, Nick's head being all messed up. She is disgusted. The caller refuses to identify himself, telling her a friend of his has a score to settle with her. She doesn't realize it's the crook who's mug shot she couldn't stop looking at. He tells her Jimmy Malloch wants to talk to her, alone, at the cement plant at the lakefront. She writes down the location, hangs up and takes off.

Inside the loft, Natalie and Nick are talking. She is now dressed. His burns are almost all healed, surprising him quite a bit. She tells him his incredibly fast healing is why his head wound didn't kill him, and it was a lot worse than anyone admitted it was. He asks how long he has been a vampire and learns it has been 767 years. He is surprised both by how many centuries and how easily she said it. He asks if it is what makes her so sad, learning it is what keeps them apart, outside of last night. She tells him she was optimistic then and thought they had possibly won. Her tone grows sadder as she tells him they cannot have the relationship they want, as it will not work as things are. He's concerned and confused, as well as a little overwhelmed. She says she is sorry, and should have told him.

He stands and starts across the kitchen before he doubles over in pain. She helps him back to his chair and immediately pours him a glass from the bottle LaCroix left. Nick swallows the contents in one gulp. Natalie worried watches for a few moments as the blood works, telling him he normally drinks cow's blood, and stopped drinking human blood a long time ago. He looks at his empty glass with a shocked I drank WHAT look on his face. She tells him she could explain it all, but it will not make much sense until he gets his memory back. He takes the bottle with a dark look as he sips from it, as if he remembered what he was doing. She realizes he seems to be enjoying it a little too much. She comments he does not want to be a vampire. He looks at her slightly confused. She looks at the bottle in his hand and he puts it down.

The shooter is in his apartment getting ready for his showdown. After he fixes his weapons, he tilts the mirror so only his gold tooth shows.

Inside the precinct, Nick is in the same interview room as Tracy was in the night before. Nick flips through the computerized mug shot book stopping at the last picture, telling Reese that's the guy, remembering the gold tooth's reflection. It is Leon Sharp, a.k.a. Leon Malloch. Captain Richard Vetter shot and killed Leon's brother Jimmy almost fifteen years ago in a drug bust- the same Captain that is now Commissioner Vetter, and Tracy's father. They realize they were set up and Tracy was the target and still is. Reese sends Nick to Tracy's place and will have backup meet him there. Nick hurries out.

Tracy arrives at the cement plant, gets out and yells that she is there. A moment later a gunshot shatters the driver's side window. Tracy ducks unaware that the shooter has a semi-automatic rifle with a scope on it, and is standing on top of a very large holding tank. She moves, yet is still in the line of fire. He tells her he is glad she made it, calling her Detective Vetter.

Nick's about to unlock his car when something inside Nick tells him to fly. Nick takes to the sky and flies over the city.

Nick enters Tracy's apartment calling out her name. He walks over to the telephone and sees the note. He quickly leaves, taking to the air again.

Back at the cement plant, Leon fires several shots at Tracy, forcing her to move elsewhere. She fires some cover shots as she runs to new cover. He barely misses her as he shoots at the open target. She hides behind some explosive barrels and asks why he wants to shoot a cop. Leon tells her about his brother, how the cops came in and didn't give him a chance to surrender. He tells her Captain Vetter murdered his brother. Tracy knows she has to get away from the barrels and fires at Leon, hitting close enough to distract him as she runs for new cover. Leon's shot turns the barrels into a fireball. Nick lands, vamps out, and growls. Leon tries to escape but losses his footing and falls, screaming. There is a thud as Leon hits the ground. Nick calms himself down and checks the fiery destruction below for Tracy. He is relieved when he sees she is okay.

LaCroix comments all's well that ends well, sounding depressed and bitter, commenting that when you have a friend in the Nightcrawler, you do not need enemies.

Inside the loft, Nick is playing depressing music on the piano as Natalie's zipping her overnight bag, commenting it is back to business as usual. He approaches and hears her tell him she knows he is probably 100% but it might be a good idea if he stayed home a while. He tells her there is somewhere he must go first. She has a good idea he is going to see LaCroix. She says she cannot fill in all the blanks. She starts to leave when he takes hold of her arm. Her face shows some sadness. He tells her he is right. She seems a little more sad and disappointed afterwards. He tells her it's a lot to take in at once and to bear with him and kisses her forehead. It seems to hurt her a little because she knows they can never be close as long as he is a vampire and she's mortal. She gives him a small grin, which he returns. She leaves and he looks sad and depressed.

Nick enters the Raven and approaches LaCroix at the bar. LaCroix seems a bit depressed as well, but tells Nick he is glad he is well. He asks what brings Nick there and is surprised to hear Nick comment LaCroix can fill in some of the holes and tell him who he is. LaCroix is curious but not interested until Nick says all of who he is. LaCroix is a little surprised when Nick agrees to stay the day, as it is a long story, having been told he has Eternity. Nick looks sad and depressed, wondering if it is such a good idea after all.

The end.

Sons of Belial
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Written by Phil Bedard and Larry LaLonde

Directed by Clay Borris

Guest cast

MacIssac............................... Frank Pellegrino

Melanie Sawchuck....................... Cheryl Swarts

Barnes................................. Sean Roberge

Eric Sawchuck.......................... George Buza

Ario................................... Eduardo Gomez

Sancho................................. Mario Romano

Dr. Max Vanderwal...................... David Hemblen

Michael................................ Patrick Gallagher

Inquisitor............................. Peter Messaline

Jailer................................. Vincent Marino

Paula.................................. Johanna Black

Eva.................................... Thea Andrews

A band is playing Caribbean type music with only drummers and a cymbal. A crowd watches, dancing to the festive beat. Nearby, a uniformed officer, MacIssac, sees a woman unconscious in her car and checks on her. There is a large silver cross hanging around her neck. She wakes, mumbles something in Latin, then her head lulls back against the headrest, as the drumming becomes more intense. MacIssac calls in the unconscious woman. She wakes, presses on the accelerator, hits MacIssac and flees, leaving him alive, but unconscious on the pavement a short distance away. She drives like a bat out of hell, passing the drummers. She is terrified, sobbing, repeating she wants to be released three times. Her car crashes through the barricade of the unfinished overpass and drives off the end of it, exploding as it hits the pavement below front bumper first. The music ends and the crowd applauds and cheers the band.

The police and an ambulance are at the scene of the hit and run. Reese asks Nick and Tracy if they should not be working on the Slater homicide, but hears there may be more to the hit and run than it seems. MacIssac is in the back of the ambulance, having suffered a broken arm and a concussion. Tracy informs them of the car that went off the expressway shortly after MacIssac called it in, the plates match. Nick says the autopsy will tell them if it is the car's owner, Melanie Sawchuck. They approach the ambulance and MacIssac. The paramedics tell them they will not get much out of MacIssac. Nick whammies him and gets the details of what happened. He has to press a little to get the Latin words. MacIssac passes out and is taken away by the paramedics. Reese tells them to work on this case until they get something on the Slater one.

Inside Natalie's office, she uncovers the blackened hand right before Nick and Tracy enter. Tracy immediately notices the stench and is handed a jar of wintergreen gel and told to put some under her nose. Tracy does so and it helps. Natalie tells them burn victims are her worst nightmare. Nick asks how she's doing and hears it is her second jar of the gel. The dental records confirmed it is Melanie Sawchuck. Tracy looks a bit sick and disgusted as she asks if Natalie had to go into Melanie's mouth. Natalie tells them she is about to start the external exam, but does not think they want to watch. They agree. Records say the next of kin is her only living relative, a brother, Eric Sawchuck. She hands Nick the telephone number. He and Tracy leave. Natalie quickly covers the severely burned hand.

Nick and Tracy park in front of an adult club and approach a pony tailed, chubby guy handing out brochures in front of the club. As they approach and identify themselves, he tells them he's not interfering with the patrons and quotes the bible about changing one's wicked ways. Nick learns he's Eric Sawchuck and informs him of his sister's death. Both Nick and Tracy are surprised at how calmly and unemotionally he takes the news and asks what happened. Nick tells him she drove her car off the expressway, hearing that God and the Devil reside in everyone, and you never know which will prevail. Nick looks at Tracy with a is he for real expression. Eric quotes from the bible again about sorrow and grief, which Nick tells Tracy is paraphrased. They learn he doesn't know who would want to hurt her, he's sorry she's dead, hopes God can help her, and can't offer any further help. Nick and Tracy get back into the Caddy, Tracy thinking Eric knows something. Nick thinks it could be a suicide.

Inside Natalie's office, she's finished the autopsy and tells them she found lamb's blood in Melanie's stomach, but nothing else so she must have drank it. She asks why someone would drink it.

Nick flashes back to 1578 Spain, during the Spanish Inquisition. Nick and LaCroix are thrown into in a dungeon cell. The bottom of the doorframe is painted with the blood of a lamb and of Christ. Two other people, Sancho and Ario, are already in the cell, chained to the walls. Nick and LaCroix were taken while they slept. They were accused of being in league with the devil. LaCroix's hand is singed by the sunlight. Ario tells them thousands have been jailed without proof. LaCroix comments that by using God and the Devil slaughter can be done without the need for accountability. Nick angrily and bitterly, asks if there is a God then why has not he shown himself. Sancho tells him there is both evil and good in Nick, and he will need it to survive the exorcism. They will all face it, where they will be forced to drink lamb's blood and be burned.

Tracy's voice snaps Nick out of his flashback. She and Natalie look at him a little concerned, Natalie especially. Nick hesitantly tells them they should learn more about Melanie. Tracy asks why, hearing it never hurts to be certain. Natalie has that he knows more than he's saying and that he'd better be careful look on her face, along with a hint of annoyance. Nick and Tracy leave.

Nick and Tracy enter Melanie Sawchuck's apartment and see a large cross on the wall. Tracy asks Nick why he quotes from the bible, hearing it is important to know what the other side is up to. They find blood on the window, which means someone could've been thrown through it. Tracy touches a book on the nightstand and is shocked as if it had an electrical current. She immediately jerks her fingers away. She feels a cold breeze suddenly blow by, chilling her. She asks if Nick felt it. Nick picks up the book, turns it over and sees it is about exorcisms. She notices he seems uneasy and inquires. He tells her they found lamb's blood in Melanie's stomach, the exorcism book beside her bed. In Medieval times, certain Christian denominations used lamb's blood in exorcisms.

Inside the precinct interview room, Nick is questioning Eric, while Reese and Tracy watch from the observation room. Reese does not buy the exorcism thing, commenting the cold draft Tracy felt was from the broken window and the October chill. Eric remains silent until Nick reminds him that he is a spiritual man and would not want to lie. He will feel better once he has told the truth. Eric tells Nick his sister was sick, tormented, and no doctors could help her. He had tried physicians and psychiatrists. He knew it was her soul that was sick. Evil was consuming her goodness. The Devil is very real.

Nick flashes back to the 1578 Spanish dungeon. Sancho's crime is that he refused to give up his valuable land to the church. LaCroix comments in the Inquisitor's eyes that is the greatest heresy one can commit. Ario was marked by the beast. The Inquisitors enter and drag Ario away as he tells them in Latin he is darkness and light and they have no power over him. He calls out Belial and Beelzebub's names. They tell Sancho he's next. Nick and LaCroix exchange looks then head for Sancho.

In the present, Nick snaps out of his flashback as Eric is telling him Satan takes hold of people. He sends his angels out to seek the weak, those that no longer have the Lord's light in them. Nick is disturbed by what he is hearing, as if he knows it is all true. Eric explains that Satan promises strength, power and eternity through seduction. That is what happened to Melanie, and the only way to deal with it is to drive Satan out. She was sent to an exorcist. Nick has to work to get the doctor's name, Max Vanderwal, an ex-priest. Eric is ashamed. Melanie drove off the expressway to free herself from Satan's hold. If she did not the darkness would continue until it consumed the whole world. Tracy's concerned and disturbed by this while Reese is disgusted.

As Nick, Reese and Tracy walk through the precinct, Reese asks Nick if he believes any of it, hearing Nick will not really know until he talks with Vanderwal. Tracy asks if he believes the Devil exists. Nick says maybe it is enough that a lot of people do. Reese comments that one just has to look around and see the signs. If the Devil did make her do it, he would like to see the Devil prosecuted, and to confirm Sawchuck's story. If Vanderwal has a good alibi then it is just a crazy lady's suicide.

Nick and Tracy approach Vanderwal's front door, knock and identify themselves when he answers. He tells them it is not a good time, but does not protest when Nick enters. He shows them to another room, where Nick is not really bothered by the large cross on the wall. Vanderwal is an excommunicated priest because he still follows the old ways, including using lamb's blood in exorcisms. The practice is now considered sacrilegious, but he finds it very effective when Satan has a particularly strong grip on a person. He goes where ever evil is. Vanderwal tells Nick and Tracy Melanie was there for a session last night, which did not go well. The demon inside was very powerful and he wanted to make a few more attempts, believing he would succeed, but she went home. He tells them he is sorry she is dead. Tracy cannot believe he is suggesting the Devil killed Melanie. He tells her it is her suggestion. He learns she went off an unfinished section of the highway. None of them are really sure it was a suicide. No one fully understands why people commit suicide. They may never know if it was a suicide. Vanderwal tells Nick he does not know what it is like being tormented by evil. Vanderwal knows they are interested in the closed door and offers to show them.

Inside the room, they find Michael strapped to a table, religious items all over the walls. Michael's possessed by a strong evil, and is in the middle of his fourth session. The psychiatrists thought it was depression, but he instantly knew it wasn't. Tracy inquires if Michael is possessed. Vanderwal leans over and talks to Michael, but a strange voice tells him Michael is not there. The demon goes by many names and tells Vanderwal to pick one to call him. Vanderwal exorcises the demon as the detectives watch. The demon flees Michael and hits Nick so hard he staggers backwards. Nick's vampirism is revealed for a second. Vanderwal pronounces Michael clean.

In the Caddy, Tracy tells Nick she it was very elaborate smoke and mirrors. Nick asks what she's talking about. She tells him she's recently had her eyes open to some pretty weird things, things she didn't realize really existed, and still can't believe she really saw a demon being exorcised, calling Vanderwal a dangerous charlatan.

Nick sees a man in black and white standing in the middle of the street and swerves to avoid hitting him. Tracy does not see him and asks what's up. Nick says it's nothing, then admits he swerved to miss a cat. They hear gunshots and head for them. Upon arriving at the convenience store, they get out, guns ready. A man with a shotgun flees the store holding a rifle and takes a girl hostage. Nick orders the man to put down his gun and release the girl. Barnes threatens the life of his hostage. Nick whammies Barnes into letting the girl go. He orders Tracy to take the girl inside and make sure things are under control inside. Tracy needs a repeat before she goes inside with the girl. Nick's voice becomes very dark and menacing as he orders Barnes to put his gun down. Barnes is terrified by the sight of a vamped out Nick, asking what he is, telling Nick to stay away. Tracy comes out just in time to hear Barnes apologize to God, ask for forgiveness and blow his brains out. She is shocked and it shows.

Inside the bullpen, Reese informs them Barnes was wanted for homicide and rape, has already done time for armed robbery. IA will not be a problem. Tracy comments that Barnes looked like he was going to put the gun down before he shot himself. Reese tells them Barnes tried to kill himself twice while in prison, saying voices told him to. The important thing is Nick saved the woman's life. Reese asks if it is freezing, hearing he does not look well. Tracy complains that they still have not found the bad smell, knowing it cannot be healthy. They think it is a ruptured sewer pipe somewhere in the building. He had to send five guys home tonight. Nick is seated at his desk shaking. Tracy asks if he is okay. The maintenance man is electrocuted, and falls off his ladder. Reese orders someone to call the paramedics. Nick starts shaking uncontrollably.

Nick staggers into the loft and to his fridge. He grabs a bottle of blood and starts to drink it, as there is serious paranormal activity at the loft. The piano wires are torn from the piano, his bottle falls to the floor and smashes. He hears a beckoning whistle and ducks just in time to avoid one that smashes into the door.

Nick flashes back to the Spanish Inquisition. Nick asks Sancho who he is praying for, hearing it is his wife and son. LaCroix sarcastically comments he is praying to the same God that is allowing his incineration. Sancho tells LaCroix that one does not question their god, hearing the question must be answered, once asked. Sancho tells them that God is in everyone, even those like LaCroix who serve the Devil. LaCroix angrily tells Sancho he serves no one. Sancho says that leaves LaCroix without a purpose, which LaCroix does not dispute, adding he does not deceive himself. Sancho's scared, asking if they are not the Devil's angels as they cannot walk in sunlight and are repelled by crosses and lamb's blood. LaCroix taunts Nick to explain it. Just then, the Inquisitors enter to claim Sancho, who tells them he's not a demon, pleading with them not to burn him. They tell him if he is innocent, he will be welcomed into God's kingdom. Nick vamps out and tells the Inquisitors to release Sancho. LaCroix comments it is such crass showmanship. Nick tells the Inquisitors he is the demon they are looking for. Sancho refused to join them due to faith twisting his mind. The Inquisitors free Sancho. The Inquisitor sends his guards for fire and oil, as he repels Nick and LaCroix with a silver cross, chanting in Latin.

In the present, Nick staggers out of his loft.

Inside the bullpen, Reese learns Nick's not answering his telephone and may be asleep. Reese comments he has never seen anyone that pale and leaves.

Nick enters the Raven and staggers towards the bar, vamping out but quickly regains his composure when someone walks up behind him. Eva asks Nick if he would like to join her. He kisses her, which she takes as a yes. They continue to kiss as they make their way to the back room, groping each other as well. They do not bother to watch where they are going. Nick vamps out and starts choking her. Eva turns out to be a vampire. LaCroix enters, sees them, and comments on how nice it is to see Nick there, and like that. Nick angrily tells LaCroix to get out. Eva frees herself and runs for the door, stopped by LaCroix who warns her not to say a word about what happened to anyone. She bolts. LaCroix comments that Nick has finally come to his senses. Nick begs for help because he cannot control himself, hearing it is good, but a little discretion would be nice. Nick tells him he witnessed an exorcism and thinks the demon is in him. LaCroix tells him that is ridiculous, it's just his true nature surfacing. There is no such thing as demons and devils. Nick asks him to take him to Vanderwal's because he is an exorcist. LaCroix firmly refuses to and is grabbed by the throat by Nick, who tells him if he does not, he'll destroy him. LaCroix removes Nick's hand, commenting he does not take kindly to coercion. Nick desperately begs LaCroix to help.

Inside Vanderwal's exorcism room, Nick is strapped to the table while LaCroix keeps his distance. Vanderwal tells him that the devil does not go away, it seeks a conflicted soul to reside in, as it is the inner turmoil that opens the door. LaCroix does not believe any of it. Vanderwal tells him God and the devil reside in him and the question is which one is in control. LaCroix impatiently asks if Vanderwal is going to perform the exorcism. Vanderwal starts chanting in Latin and hears that strange voice again, telling Vanderwal he is the son of Belial as he pushes Vanderwal away. Vanderwal explains the demon inside Nick is very powerful and he needs LaCroix's help. LaCroix is embarrassed when he says he cannot help. Vanderwal asks if LaCroix is the one responsible for the inner turmoil that allowed the Devil to enter. LaCroix brought him because he felt compelled to. Vanderwal says Nick trusts him, and that may be what saves him. Demon Nick tells them Nick is already lost, that Nick and LaCroix are weak. He vamps out startling and scaring Vanderwal. LaCroix angrily tells the demon Nick is his creation, his son, and he will not lose him. LaCroix confirms he is what Nick is. Vanderwal now understands why LaCroix refused to believe in the Devil, because then he had to believe in God as well, even though he sees both of them in Nick. LaCroix gives a small startled bounce when Vanderwal bumps into him holding a cross. Demon Nick starts thrashing about, stopping only when LaCroix firmly tells him to stop. Demon Nick tells LaCroix he has no power over him and evilly laughs.

Natalie enters the loft, not sure if Nick's there, calling out to him.

At Vanderwal's, they learn the demon tells them de Brabant has been many people, all killers, yet he's restrained by some sickening mortal conscience, and wants to kill again. He and LaCroix will make a fine pair because Nick has great potential.

In the bullpen, Tracy is talking to Natalie over the telephone. She hears Tracy tell her that Nick is okay, and probably just stopped by the drug store on the way home. Natalie partially agrees, asking when Nick got sick. Tracy says she does not know, but he started acting strange after they left Vanderwal's. Natalie asks for the highlights.

At Vanderwal's, he starts the exorcism, repeating almost the same Latin words that the Inquisitor said. Nick gasps in pain as Vanderwal speaks, urgently whispering he has revived the vampire's taste for death, having driven all the goodness out, and will stay with Nick forever. The demon lunges and is grabbed and held down by LaCroix. Vanderwal commands Nick to struggle against the demon. LaCroix urges Nick to fight. LaCroix is not happy to hear Demon Nick tell him he is already one of them, knowing it is the truth. He is evil. LaCroix is desperate to save his son, telling Nick to fight, that there is goodness in him, and God in him.

The scene quickly flashes between Vanderwal and the Inquisitor as they tell the sinners there can be no forgiveness without bloodshed. Vanderwal orders the demon to release Nick. The Inquisitor calls sinners the sons of Belial. As Vanderwal is ordering the demon out, Nick struggles against LaCroix, but LaCroix does not budge. Finally, Demon Nick is able to shove LaCroix into the wall as he breaks free. Natalie enters calling out Nick's name. He grabs her and is about to bite her. She gasps in surprise, yet calming tells him not to. He struggles with himself and crashes into the table. Natalie is held back by Vanderwal when she tries to approach. Nick struggles with the demon and finally wins.

In 1578 Spain, Sancho knocks the Inquisitor to the ground.

In the present, Vanderwal comments Nick's back. Natalie's stunned, asking what happened. Vanderwal explains that for the Devil to be driven out, one must believe God has not abandoned heir soul. As torn as Nick is by good and evil, he does have faith.

In 1578, LaCroix warily leaves the cell, ready to kill Sancho if it is a trap. Sancho tells them he was saved because of them. He does not understand, but their actions show there is God within them. LaCroix sternly states his actions suited his needs, nothing more, and storms out. Nick thanks Sancho as he leaves, with Sancho behind him.

At Vanderwal's he tells LaCroix that his acceptance helped save Nick. LaCroix says he did what was necessary and whammies Vanderwal to forget they were ever there.

Natalie enters the loft as Nick is drinking from the wine bottle. She tells him she wanted to check on him, and hopes he booked off. He says he did and turns down her offer to stay, telling her he's fine. She tells him that it is over, he beat the Devil. He tells her she cannot imagine what it is like. She says everyone has their own demons. He tells her they are nothing like what he faced. He turns to her, his eyes vampire yellow, spooking her as he puts his hands on her cheek. She tells him not to, hearing it is okay. She does not need to be afraid. He turns from her, telling her he thinks it set him and their work back a bit, but doesn't know how much. It has been a long time since he has had such a strong need for human blood as he takes a drink.

Inside the Raven, LaCroix is doing his nightly monologue, talking about reigns in palaces and courts, in luxurious cities, along with injury and outrage. How when the night falls the sons of Belial walk the streets, fly with insolence and wine. It is a lost paradise.

The end.
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Czar Nicholas...................Victor A. Young
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Matthew Neary...................Joel Keller

Captain Forrest.................Elizabeth Brown

Rose Woolcott...................Natalia Jasen

A woman steps off a bus and is walking down a street at night when a car accelerates towards her. When it barely misses it does a u-turn and speeds back towards her, hitting her. The force of the impact throws her through a store window, shattering the glass and setting off the alarm. The driver gets out of the car and shoots the unconscious woman five times.

A short time later Nick and Tracy are examining the stolen car, noticing the ignition has been punched in, and the lock was probably popped. She will check vehicle theft. Tracy's cell phone rings. She talks to her father, not liking what he has to say. When Tracy joins them, Natalie says the victim is Helen Neary. Nick asks if Helen died on impact causing Natalie to laugh and tell them she doubts it. The victim was shot. They are surprised. Natalie says five bullets were fired into her torso from a small caliber gun, maybe a .32. There were no exit wounds so should be able to match them, once they find the gun. Nothing seems to be missing.

A while later, Tracy asks Nick what he thinks about Corporate Crime Division. Nick says it is white-collar, suits, expense accounts and a good chance for advancement. Tracy asks if Nick would go there if offered the transfer. Nick is surprised. He asks if that is what her father wanted. Is she interested? She tells him she does not know if she is interested or not.

Nick and Tracy approach Matthew Neary's apartment to notify him. Records is having a problem locating the daughter. They knock on the door and identify themselves. They unholster their weapons when they hear frantic scuffling noises inside. Tracy says just because he is the son, does not mean he did not pull the trigger. Nick kicks in the door and they enter weapons drawn. No one's there, but the bedroom window over the fire escape is open. Matthew escaped. They holster their weapons and do an unofficial search. Tracy's telephone rings again. She's embarrassed and tells Nick she thought she turned it off. Nick is amused. It is her father asking if she has made her decision. She says she cannot talk because she's still on duty and has not made a decision. She tells him she is capable of running her own life. The disagreement hits close to home for Nick.

Nick flashes back to Pre-Revolutionary Russia, 1916 St. Petersburg. He is in the palace of Czar Nicholas II. The Czar points out Grigori Yefimovitch Rasputin to Nick as he passes them. The Czar says the Czarina will do nothing without the monk Rasputin's consent because their son, Alexi grows weaker every day. Alexandra is convinced the monk is the only person who can help him, and seems to control her every thought. Nick asks how can he help. The Czar tells him a friend gained at the gaming tables is the truest one a man can have. He needs Nick because Rasputin has ambition. Alexandra enters with the monk right behind her. The Czar introduces Nick to Rasputin. Nick senses he is a vampire, which is confirmed when Rasputin's eyes very briefly glow yellow.

Inside Matthew's apartment, Tracy finally gets off the telephone and reads a letter lying on top of the dresser. She is excited when she tells Nick it is from Christie Black. Nick has no idea who that is. She tells him Christie is a singer.

Using the return address, they arrive at a good-sized house and ring the doorbell. A man answers asking what they want. Nick introduces himself and Tracy, saying they would like to speak to Christie Black. The man asks how they found her and hears it was through the brother. He identifies himself as Dr. McGee, and it is his home and clinic. Christie's case requires constant supervision. Nick asks what's wrong. Tracy says she thinks it is drugs. McGee lets them inside and leads them to the doorway of the room where Christie is watching a woman on TV while listening with headphones. The end table is heaped with prescription drugs. Her expression is blank, but a little sad. McGee tells her the police are there to talk to her and she needs to pull herself together. As Nick and Tracy enter, Christie makes a haphazard attempt to comb her hair with her fingers, until McGee pulls her hand away telling her to pay attention and listen to the detectives. Nick and Tracy exchange uncertain looks. Tracy gets a weak acknowledgement that Helen is her mother. Christie learns her mother's dead. Christie looks up at McGee, asking what to do. He asks if there is anything else. Tracy asks Christie if she can think of any reason that her brother might not want to speak to the police. Christie shakes her head and asks McGee if she can get a glass of water. He says she can and not to be gone too long. She moves very zombie-like. Christie pauses and asks how her mother died. Nick tells her it was a hit and run. Christie continues out of the room, showing no emotion. Tracy comments the whole drug thing started after her boyfriend's suicide. Gary Wilton shot himself at Pier 5. Both hit rock bottom together as they were doing Heroin, Cocaine, you name it. McGee asks if there are any leads. Nick says there are not, and it is really a murder. McGee comments Christie should not be gone so long.

McGee leaves to find Christie. Tracy reads the label on one of the pill bottles and shows it to Nick. McGee tells them she is gone. Nick comments she cannot have gotten too far. They go outside and split up to track Christie down. Nick uses his vampire senses to track her, taking to the air once he has a trail. Christie is wandering down the middle of the street mumbling repeatedly that she must center herself. A vehicle approaches and honks her. She walks in front of it. Nick arrives just in time to drag her out of the way. Christie finally snaps out of her stupor and demands to know what happened, very upset. Nick asks if she is all right. She says she should not have done what she did. Nick tells her it's okay. McGee and Tracy run up to them. He asks Nick if she is okay. Nick says she is. Christie apologizes and asks for McGee's help. McGee says it's okay and leads her away.

Inside Reese's office, Nick says they ran Matthew Neary through CPIC. Reese says Matthew's been arrested before for cocaine, and possibly heroin. Brother and sister are alike in that respect. Nick says there is an APB out for Matthew. Reese asks about the sister's name and is as clueless to who Christie Black is. He only knows those who sing anthems at hockey games. He asks Nick if he is sure about leaving her with McGee. Nick says it is a clinic and she doesn't need to be locked up, her doctor's there. He trusts Nick's judgment and says they had better start on the paperwork. Nick leaves, but Tracy is detained.

She is a little confused. Reese tells her her father called. She sags in her chair. He said she is transferring to Corporate Crime. Tracy tells him she does not know what to say, as it was not her idea. Reese realizes Tracy was not maneuvering behind his back. He is more sympathetic, telling her he wished she would let him know it was in the wind. She says she has not agreed to take the transfer, but her father seems to be treating it as if it is a done deal. She says that although it is a smart career move, the more her father pushes, the less she wants to do it. He says he knows her father put her in a tough spot. He does not want anyone who is there to prove a point. Either she wants to be there or she moves on. She says she understands and leaves.

Inside Natalie's office, she hands Nick the bagged slugs from Helen Neary's body. It was indeed a .32 automatic. Nick asks about McGee. She knows Ben McGee, but is not crazy about him or his work. She says some people call him a miracle worker but she is not so sure. He works mainly with high profile cases, mostly with the wealthy. Nick says he met McGee because he is treating Helen's daughter Christie Black. Natalie has not heard of Christie. She says McGee is a whiz with hypnotherapy and chemical conditioning. He uses a classic behavoristic approach. Nick comments she does not believe in his work. She explains the two schools of thought using the controversy about an elevator and someone afraid of closed spaces. One school of thought says you treat the fear of closed spaces and then they can ride the elevator. McGee teaches you get them used to riding the elevator and the closed spaces, and then the fear does not matter. She says the first way treats the disease, while McGee's way treats the symptoms. She explains she believes in treating the disease. Nick comments that McGee gets results. Natalie says she never questioned that he does, and probably faster than with traditional methods, but she is uneasy with leaving the original problem.  Most problems will find some other compulsive way to manifest itself. She says McGee tends to completely take over his patient's lives.

Nick flashes back to 1916 St. Petersburg, Russia. Alexandra sadly tells Nick she's grateful for his friendship. She's been stricken with melancholia, and does not know why. The world is no longer the place she knew and fears for their survival. Nick asks if he can talk about the monk. She says Rasputin is her trusted confidant and a holy man so Nick cannot speak ill of him. He is the only one who can help her sick son. Nick realizes all the symptoms Alexi is displaying are those of slow blood loss, as if someone was snacking on Alexi. He says he is familiar with the ailment and there is a cure, but only to a certain point. Rasputin's treatments can not save her son. Rasputin enters unnoticed and comments Alexi would already be dead without him. Nick says that if Alexi is to be cured, it must be done now. Nick and Rasputin fight over who will save Alexi. They decide to leave it up to the Czarina. Alexandra falls victim to the battle of the whammies. Nick is trying to save both Alexi and Alexandra. Nick loses in the end, when Alexandra says anyone who opposes Rasputin must die. Nick says he is humbly her servant and leaves.

Inside McGee's clinic, Christie is huddled in her chair crying. McGee angrily asks if she thought killing herself would make everything better. Christie cries Helen was her mother who she loved and needed. McGee yells that is not the answer. He intently tells Christie the only person she needs is herself. Accidents happen, life goes on. He asks she's giving up, telling her she is weak. She tells him she is weak. He says she is not weak. A weak person cannot go through all she has been through. She reluctantly agrees. He says she is getting better and no one can take that from her. She smiles through her tears and repeats what he said. He tells her it is because she is strong. She repeats it a few times, each time believing it more. Her tears have stopped. He asks if she is strong enough to do what she must to survive. She says she is. He asks if she knows why he is hard on her. She says she knows it is because she can take it. He tells her she is right. He turns on the TV and she puts on the headphones, seeing the same woman from when Nick and Tracy were there.

In the Caddy, Nick asks Tracy if she has heard from her father again, sensing her mood. She tells him he has talked to everyone else. Nick suggests she tell him she needs more time, hearing he will tell her how much time to take. She asks how do you reason with someone who thinks they are always right. Sooner or later you give up and let them have their way. You need control of your life or a part of you goes crazy. She always used to run to her dad for advice, then realized she could not make decisions because he never let her learn how. Nick watches her concerned, realizing they have a lot in common, especially when it comes to their fathers.

Inside McGee's clinic, Tracy and Nick are interviewing him. McGee says he will do what he can but will not jeopardize Christie's recovery. They say they are not asking him to. They need some info. McGee says there is not much to say about Helen because she was quite unremarkable. Christie had an ambivalent relationship with her. Matthew was a problem. He and Helen fought a lot. He had a substance abuse problem. Christie was always caught in the middle. Tracy asks if there was ever any physical violence in the Helen Matthew fights. McGee says Matthew would not kill his own mother. If it turns out it was Matthew, he'd have to keep it from Christie. Tracy inquires about Christie, learning he's overall optimistic, but she was upset by her mother's death. They worked through the grief last night. Nick starts to ask about his methods. McGee says he has heard it many times, but it gets results. The doorbell rings. McGee excuses himself. Tracy tells Nick she thinks she is going to take the transfer. Before Nick can react, they hear Matthew's voice warning McGee. A gunshot is heard. Nick and Tracy run into the front hallway. They learn McGee's fine. Nick tells her to call it in. He runs outside and arrests Matthew after identifying himself. Matthew tells Nick the bastard is messing with his sister's head.

Inside an interview room, Matthew tells Nick and Tracy he was not trying to shoot McGee. He had had a couple of beers. He does not like how McGee treats his sister. Tracy says McGee practically saved her life. Matthew comments any rehab clinic can do it. He is proof of that, except for tonight, he has been clean for two years. Nick asks what his objection is. Matthew says Christie is not herself anymore. Nick comments that might be a good thing. Matthew says she is not anyone, just blank and under McGee's complete control. Nick asks about Matthew's mother. Matthew says they do not get along, and spoke sometime within the last year. Nick reminds him his mother's dead. Tracy says she was murdered. Matthew is upset, commenting she is his mother. He swears he did not know. When asked why he ran, he says he was holding a little grass. Matthew asks if Christie knows mom was murdered. Nick says she does not because McGee thought it was better not to tell her yet. He says that might be the first time he has ever agreed with McGee.

Inside the observation room, Reese watches. Nick and Tracy enter. She is not sure if she buys his reason for running. They can hold him on the weapons charge. Matthew is a mess and it would be hard to pull together an act like that. They should tell Christie her mother has been murdered. McGee will not like it but she is the only one they have not talked to. Reese says Tracy's father pushed through her transfer. She starts at Corporate Crime tomorrow night. Tracy does not look happy, or surprised. She admits she accepted the inevitable. He's sorry to lose her and congratulates her. She thanks him.

Nick is driving around listening to the Nightcrawler. LaCroix says Nick has been thinking about how he got there. He's been going with flow of life, realizing everyone and everything influences him but he has no influence over his own life.

Nick flashes back to December 1916, St. Petersburg, Russia. Nick enters a room and sees Rasputin waiting for him. LaCroix asks if he is there to see a revolution in the making. He is never far from his assistants or from making history. Nick asks if he brought Rasputin across. LaCroix laughs telling him he could not resist the delightful conceit, but did not because Rasputin's a holy man. LaCroix looks at Rasputin with contempt, telling Nick he is more trouble than he anticipated. Rasputin is quite insane and not a real monk. He is also quite headstrong, like Nick. LaCroix comments Nick believes all men should be free, but history teaches them otherwise. Humans tend to be readily enslaved, comforted by being told what to think, how to live, and whom to wage war against. Freedom is the absence of individual thought. Everyone is under some form of control. Nick asks who controls LaCroix. Two soldiers enter carrying rifles. LaCroix comments Rasputin has begun to resist him, having forgotten the source of his power. LaCroix was ready to give him the whole country, but it was not enough. He nods to the soldiers who shoot Rasputin, twice. LaCroix orders the body thrown into the river. The body is dragged away by the soldiers. Nick says that will not kill Rasputin. LaCroix says he knows, but it will catalyze events. Revolution is all in the timing.

Inside Corporate Crimes, Tracy meets Captain Forrest and is given a short tour. They have the cream of the crop, including more economics and business administration degrees in the room than in most brokerage firms. Tracy should be proud because not everyone gets into the forensic accounting division. Tracy is appalled as she hears this. Forrest says she has to get her feet wet. Tracy reminds her homicide was her last assignment. Forrest snobbily says she thinks Tracy can handle the big challenge here. Tracy is depressed by her gray cubicle and the entire gray room of small gray cubicles.

In a downtown office, the woman from the videotape is pulling a late night. She hears a knock on her desk and goes to answer. She's surprised by her visitor and invites her in. She is shot four times in the back as she heads for her desk. Christie shot her.

It is now a crime scene. Natalie tells Nick there were five small caliber shots, probably a .32, asking if it sounds familiar. Nick tells her the victim was Ruth Woolcott, Christie's business manager. She detects a pattern. The time of death was definitely within the last twelve hours. Nick says it lets Matthew off the hook. He was in holding. Natalie asks who is left as a suspect. Nick leaves, knowing the answer.

Inside Corporate Crime, Captain Forrest drops an enormous stack of paperwork on Tracy's desk, telling her it is the Laurin file. He is an investment broker they suspect has been bilking his clients out of tens of thousands of dollars. Forrest tells her to follow the paper trails to their start. It is tedious but it is what they do. Forrest sounds like she is far better than everyone. Tracy's attitude starts out bored, then turns sarcastic and hostile as Forrest lectures about how she's God, and everyone obeys her every thought. She grumpily tells Tracy she will not get special treatment because her father sits on the Police Commission. Tracy rolls her eyes and says she hopes not. Forrest continues as if talking to a lower class of cop, that homicide cops have a reputation for being independent, making it sound like a dirty word. Tracy rolls her eyes disgustedly and tells Forrest she would not dream of using her brain here. Forrest is not happy someone is not bowing down to her and snippily tells Tracy they are going to pretend the conversation never happened. They got off to a great start. The Laurin report is to be finished by tomorrow night and leaves. Tracy looks at her computer screen, then the Laurin file.

Inside the precinct, Christie enters. Reese asks if he can help her. She meekly says she wants to see her brother. She hears they are dropping the charges. Reese confirms it, and says that normally they would not let her. She has to leave her purse behind, which she does. She is lead to the interview room. Matthew is surprised to see her, asking what she is doing there. She says she came to see him. She did not do it without McGee. They sit down knee-to-knee. He says he's getting out soon, which she says she knows and is good. He starts to talk about mom. She puts her head on his shoulder and starts crying. He puts his arms around her and asks the cop watching them to please get them some water and tissues. The cop leaves to do that. Matthew tells her he does not think McGee is doing good things for her. Her face crumples and he embraces her whispering it is okay. She pulls out a silenced gun and fires five shots into his chest, telling him she doesn't care what he thinks, because he wants to hurt her. Matthew is shocked. He slumps to the table while she puts the gun away and leaves. He has a dead stare.

A few minutes later, Reese watches from the observation area as forensics deals with the body. Reese wants to know how that could happen. Nick says she had everyone fooled. Natalie enters, tells them five shots, probably with a .32 automatic and a silencer. Nick wants to know what's going on inside Christie's head.

In Corporate Crimes, Tracy is staring intently at her computer screen, flipping through information on Christie Black's Balance Sheet, Cash Flow, and Income reports. Forrest catches her. Tracy says they should drop the game, as both know she is not working on the Laurin file. Forrest leaves, telling Tracy she thought she was smart enough to see the larger picture of her career. Tracy says that sometimes the right thing is not the proper thing. Forrest says it is the same thing. Tracy disagrees, telling Forrest she should be helping track down a killer. Tracy turns back to her computer. Forrest does not like anyone who does not think she's God. She interrupts Tracy's work and coldly threatens her. Tracy says she will not bust Tracy to meter maid because she is too busy trying to score brownie points with her father. Forrest hates how Tracy sees through her and storms off. Tracy prints the Christie Black Partnership Agreement.

Tracy and Nick meet up in front of McGee's clinic. He smiles, telling her it's good to see her, thanking her for the call. She says she is glad to be with him again. They head for the front door. Nick says he has the warrant. Tracy tells him Christie had no motive. No one can get at the fortune unless she dies. There is no answer when Nick rings the doorbell. The money stays in the corporation to be controlled by Matthew and Helen, then Rose Woolcott, and finally Dr. McGee. Nick comments that is three down and one to go. Tracy agrees, asking which one's next. When their repeated attempts get no answer Nick tries the door. It is locked. He grimaces, breaking the lock with his vampire strength. They enter and search the house, starting with the TV room. Nick finds the tape with Rose they saw on their first visit and sticks it. Nick identifies Rose from the tape because Tracy never saw the body. Tracy tells him McGee uses the old videotapes in his therapy. They look happy and playful on the tape. Nick tells her that is Matthew Neary. Nick puts on the headphones and listens. His vampire hearing allows him to pick up the subliminal track. McGee's voice tells Christie she must shoot that person. She's strong and can do it. It is a dream, not real. No one is to stop her. Nick is bothered as he pulls off the headphones. She asks if he hears anything and learns he'd like to get the tapes checked out because he thinks McGee is using the drugs and tapes to program Christie to kill whoever is on them. She probably does not even know it. Tracy looks disgusted.
Nick flashes back to St. Petersburg. Rasputin enters and tells the Czar he cannot be killed, his eyes vampire yellow. He is definitely crazy. The Czar looks at him in horror, asking what he is. Rasputin says he will lead all the Russia's and grabs the Czar. Nick flies into the room and drags Rasputin off his friend. Nick keeps a firm grip on Rasputin, harshly telling him if he leaves now, he will let him leave. Rasputin comments they could destroy it all. Nick tells Rasputin he would bring a monarchy to its knees. Thousands would die in the upheaval. He would rule a wasteland. The Czar grabs his revolver from his desk as Rasputin tells de Brabant he does not belong there. Nick tosses him aside. When Rasputin leaps at Nick, Nick drives a stake through his heart. Rasputin dies. The Czar aims his revolver at Nick, asking if he is like Rasputin. Nick tells his friend it is a long story, and he is afraid he cannot tell him. Alexi should recover now. He wishes his family well, calling the Czar an old friend. The Czar thanks Nick for what he has done and tells him to leave and not return. Nick is saddened by the loss of another friendship.

In McGee's house, Nick examines the tapes. Christie and Gary are down at Pier 5. They realize Christie is going to kill herself. McGee arrives home angrily asking what they are doing there. Nick says they have a warrant and is thinking of adding his name to it, for conspiracy to commit murder. McGee looks as if he is about to bolt. Tracy pulls her weapon and firmly tells him not to think about it. McGee refuses to anything. Nick tells Tracy to cuff him. She holsters her gun and handcuffs him, asking Nick where he is going. Nick leaves without answering.

Nick speeds towards the pier. Christie is at Pier 5. She's alone, but hears McGee's voice repeating all the things Nick heard. She slowly raises the silenced gun to her temple as Nick arrives. Nick calls her name. She turns to Nick, aiming at him, telling him to go away. Nick hears her spouting off what she was programmed to say. He tries to counter it. She whips the gun towards her forehead. Nick grabs it as she fires. The bullet misses. Nick whammies her. She is to listen to him only. She can rest and forget the pain for now. She says no. He convinces her McGee wants her to kill herself. She wants to live. McGee's been controlling her. He gets her to remember it all. She does not have to die. Christie repeats she does not have to die, over and over again. Nick releases her, knowing his message has overridden McGee's. She rests her head on his shoulder and closes her eyes.

Inside the bullpen the next night, Nick is in a good mood. Tracy walks in smiling. Reese learns she has not talked to her father. Tracy knows Nick would like to hear it. She asks about Christie. Nick tells her Christie has a lot to recover from. She remembers what McGee did to her and is willing to testify. Tracy says McGee has the best lawyers. Nick says the tapes will hang him. Tracy's cell phone rings. She is teased, it sounds like her father's ring. They move off to give her some space. She tells her dad they have to talk. They try to work out a time. She tells him to change his plans.

The end
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Inside Howsen Pharmaceuticals, Calvin Tucker is receiving his twice-weekly injection. His T-Cell count is holding at 120. He calls Linda Wyatt a lifesaver and ears it's why she got into medical research.

Inside a different room, Dan Garrett is very nervously stuffing notes into his briefcase. Linda enters as he is holding a rat, startling him. He drops the rat, which escapes. He gives Linda an excuse and hurries out. She chases him, asking why he is taking her work.

At the stairs, they fight over the briefcase. She is pushed, falls down the stairs and dies. Dan freaks when he cannot find her pulse. He splits.

Outside, Screed's checking the dumpster for dinner and finds a mouse. He sees the lab rat and goes for it instead. He drains the rat, leaving two gaping holes in the belly. Pulsing blood in a blood vessel is briefly seen.

The Caddy arrives. Nick and Tracy head for the door. She complains about the hospital scent, asking why they always smell that way. Nick says he never noticed.

Nick finds the dead lab rat and pokes at it with a pen. Tracy comments a cat must have gotten it. Nick bags it as evidence, his thumb going into one of the holes. The cross section of a pulsing blood vessel is seen. Nick says it is fresh.

Inside, Nick questions Dan. In the background, Natalie is examining Linda's body and the surrounding area. Nick learns they are under funded, suffering from a lack of supplies, with a big demand for the equipment. Linda was dedicated to her work and worked days, nights, whatever necessary to succeed. Dan comments they are always over waxing the floors. Nick learns nothing's missing, and shows Dan the rat, asking if it is one theirs. The photographer snaps pictures before the body is moved, directed by Natalie. Dan tells Nick Linda's rats have a tattoo on the hind leg from the 700 series. They are very safe there as they work with stuff that could take down the entire city. Nick learns Linda was working on a benign virus that attacks HIV and thought she was getting close. She was going to save lives. Nick lets Dan go.

Tracy steps over the body, with Linda's appointment book in her hand. Nick joins Tracy and Natalie, and tells them Linda's assistant called it in and thinks it was an accident. Natalie tells them it is possible, as the landing was slippery. Tracy tells them Linda had three appointments after hours, Janet Dornhoff, Derek Swanson and Calvin Tucker. Natalie's surprised to hear Calvin's name, as she has known him since med school. He was on his way to being chief surgeon at Metro General, but got AIDS. She comments Howsen is not a Fortune 500 company. They are using second class grants and old equipment. She does not know why Cal would be there.

Inside the briefing room, Natalie questions Cal. Nick watches from the back wall. Cal looks seriously ill. He tells her he was looking for a miracle. Natalie tells him he knows better than to try First Trials. He tells her he's been sick for four years and has outlived dozens of friends diagnosed at the same time. He was desperate. New drug approval process takes two, four, ten years, more time than he has. Someone staring death in the face will try anything.

Nick flashes back to 1665 London, England. The plague is spreading. Most places are closed, and people hide in their homes. Nick and LaCroix enter a tavern. LaCroix says it is time to move on. Nick says he thought LaCroix thrived on human suffering. LaCroix replies no one notices an extra dead body or two, but there can be too much of a good thing.

A Holier-Than-Thou preacher stares at Nick and LaCroix then leaves. Outside he goes into a rant about how the sinners are being stricken down while the righteous are spared. LaCroix tells Nick the preacher is well spoken. A man tells the crowd the plague hits everyone, sinner or righteous. The priest is stunned someone spoke against him. LaCroix tells Nick not everyone is equal in the eyes of the plague.

In the bullpen, Tracy tells Natalie and Nick everyone she talked to thought Linda was a saint or a miracle worker. Nick asks if there could be something to Linda's cure. They comment if it worked, it would be worth millions and the Nobel Prize. Nick tells Natalie he is sorry about Cal. She says Cal's thirty-five but looks fifty-five. It's no wonder he'd latch onto any hope. Nick is concerned. Natalie says she's okay, just tired. She tells them to send samples to her lab and she will check them out tomorrow. She needs sleep and leaves. Tracy asks if Nat will be okay and hears Nick's reassurance. He says they should head home.

Inside Screed's lair, Tracy fills Vachon in on the rat and she thinks Screed chomped it. She is hoping he can give her some information. Screed jumps Tracy from the shadows. Vachon pins Screed to the wall. Screed rambles about Tracy's heavenly fruity scent. Vachon warns him to keep away from her. Screed rambles about a hungry man taking anything they can get their hands on. Tracy gets major information on First Hunger as she learns a new fledgling wakes so hungry they will do anything to get their first meal. They will kill friend, lover or enemy. If the first kill is not human, they do not hunger for humans. Screed says his first meal was a rat. He looks quite sick, shivering hunched in a chair, almost as if he's going through withdrawal.

Vachon's shocked to see Screed bite himself, saying he has to have something. Tracy inquires and learns it is not normal. Vachon notices Screed's fresh wounds are not bleeding. He tells her Screed's starving and offers his wrist. Screed hungrily sinks his fangs into Vachon's wrists. Screed is relieved, almost like a junkie getting a fix. Tracy's disgusted and shocked. She cannot look away. She asks if Screed is sick. Vachon tells her they can't get sick. He rubs his fingers across the blood sweat on Screed's face and says she may be right. Screed finally releases Vachon's wrist and sags limply into the chair. The same pulsing blood vessel is seen. Vachon looks at his wrist as if sensing something.

Vachon visits Nick at the loft, telling him Screed's sick and needs Natalie's help. Nick says she is not that kind of a doctor. Their kind does not get sick. Vachon says he knows sick and Screed is sick. He cannot take him to the ER. He has been feeding Screed all morning and he is still starving.

Nick flashes back to 1665 London. He and LaCroix are in a tavern when Dr. Gerald Archer asks Nick and LaCroix why they are not afraid of the plague. LaCroix says that maybe they are righteous men. Nick plays ignorant. Archer says that will not protect them. He tells them he will give anything for the same protection from the Black Death. LaCroix tells Nick it is free consent, freely given. LaCroix blocks the view as Nick drains Archer and brings him across.

Inside Natalie's office, she learns no disease has ever touched a vampire. Natalie comments about all the changes to the Earth over the last fifty years. How they have found new diseases and medicines. Nick says their only rules were avoid the sun and stakes. She tells him the rules have changed. He asks what if Linda made it. The lab rat infected Screed. Natalie is curious and concerned.

Inside Screed's place, he is lying in bed looking quite sick. Natalie finishes her exam and approaches Nick, holding a blood vial and her medical bag. She tells Nick Screed is very sick.  In fact, he is dying from what appears to be a multiplying retrovirus. His lungs and abdomen are filling with fluid and soon his brain will. It is why he is so hungry. Screed cannot believe Natalie is a doctor. Vachon overhears and is worried and saddened. She will examine the sample, but she does not know what's she's looking for. She leaves. Nick watches Vachon comfort Screed as he struggles to breathe.

Nick enters the precinct looking ill and tells Tracy he was visiting a sick friend when asked where he was. Tracy tells Nick she discovered Calvin Tucker was in the control group. He was receiving saline instead of the drug. Maybe he found out and killed her for withholding the cure.

Inside Cal's apartment, they are questioning him. Cal's shocked to learn he was receiving a placebo. He had been doing better since the injections started. He realizes it was all because he wanted it so badly. He is depressed to learn he was not getting the real stuff. As a doctor, he knew better than to be a human lab rat. Nick apologizes for having to tell Cal.

Nick and Tracy get out of the Caddy in a full parking lot. Nick doubles over in pain but assures Tracy he is okay. They both believe Cal, but she thinks the theory might still be good. The killer could be another patient. Nick hears her heartbeat thundering in his ears and focuses on her neck. Tracy takes Nick's silence as disagreement. He tells her they will keep looking, when asked if he disagrees. He forces his eyes away from her.

Inside Screed's lair, he tells Vachon they had many good years together, which is the best thing you can say about a life. Vachon cradles Screed's head, agreeing with him, trying to keep his voice from cracking, sadness clearly showing. Screed asks Vachon to bury him deep in the sand by the water because he never felt right on land. Vachon agrees to, as he would do anything for his friend. Screed dies. Vachon silently, sadly holds Screed tightly.

Inside the Raven, LaCroix refuses to believe Nick's story about a virus that kills only vampires, even after Nick takes the glass out of his hand and drinks from it, more than once. LaCroix angrily, frustratedly tells Nick they are not easy to kill. People have tried with fire and lies, and failed. Nick again grabs LaCroix's glass and drinks from it.

Nick flashes back to 1665 London, England. He enters a tavern a tavern and is told by LaCroix that Father Leath is suspicious of them and of Dr. Gerald Archer's recent odd behavior. The sick are dying faster in the doctor's office than anywhere else. Nick cannot believe it, as Archer is not like that. Neither is happy that Archer is not being discreet. LaCroix tells Nick he's leaving town and suggests that Nick do so too, before the Father comes for them with holy water and stakes.

Nick searches out Archer and is not happy to find him hovering over a victim's throat. Nick tells Gerald he saved him so he could help people. Archer says mortals are an easily extinguished candle, while he is immune to disease. He is a vampire, so he will never die. He is the only one who truly knows life. Nick says it is a hollow life. The medicine he loved is now considered a plaything. Nick sadly comments he has destroyed Archer by bringing him across. Archer disagrees, saying he has been saved.

Tracy's in Vachon's church. He is sick. He's in the middle of a coughing fit and looks drugged. He says Screed was right as he hears her heartbeat and smells her unique scent. His words and tone seduce her to the point she forgets her fear and nervousness. He tells her every drop of blood has her life story in it. He vamps out and is about to sink his fangs into her neck when he forcefully shoves her away, telling her it is First Hunger and to run while she can. She starts towards him but he growls and looks like he is charging her. She gets it, and runs for the door. Once alone, Vachon has a drink from one of his bottles.

Natalie is working on the blood samples from Linda Wyatt's research. Tracy enters and asks if she has found anything. Natalie tells her she has only found fragments and dead samples, nothing worth stealing or killing for. Tracy sneaks one of the emergency blood supply bags from the small cooler on the autopsy table into her jacket as Natalie works. Natalie tells Tracy she is thinking of calling Cal because he is on the drug, so maybe she can get a good sample from him. That way she can see what effect it has on HIV. She is devastated when Tracy tells her Cal's not taking the drug because he is part of the control group. Natalie cannot believe it. She tells Tracy it is hard to watch him go. He is not the first. It makes her wonder who else she's going to lose. Tracy says everyone must feel that way when someone they care about is sick. Natalie tells Tracy how useless she feels. If she had graduated a few years later, she would be trying to find the cure for AIDS rather than being a coroner. Tracy tells Natalie that is important as well. Natalie calms down and tells her she knows, but would like to help someone before it was too late.

Nick appears in the doorway looking sick. He pulls himself together before Tracy sees him. Tracy leaves.

Nick staggers into the room. He tells Natalie he is hot and hungry. She feels his forehead, her concern growing as she sees blood on her fingertips. She's shocked, scared and hurt as well. He is worried too. He sits on the autopsy table and she examines him. The thermometer shows his temperature is ninety-eight degrees. He nearly doubles over due to a wave of pain. There is no dizziness, nausea, DT's, just hunger and fever. He staggers off the table, telling her he has to feed. He heads for the steel drawers. Natalie gets between him and the drawers, refusing to let him feed. She explains the virus can only live in blood and asks if he touched the rat, realizing it might be an important clue. He cannot remember if he did. They both realize if the virus is transmitted by contact; every vampire in Toronto is in danger. She tells Nick the virus binds to the vampire element in the blood. As she walks over to the autopsy table, he's mesmerized by her heartbeat and follows her. The more the vampire drinks, the faster the virus multiplies. He has not progressed as far or as fast because of his limited blood intake. Natalie nervously fingers her throat as she realizes what is going on, calling out his name. The progress he is made has saved him. He suddenly wraps his hand around the back of her neck, scaring her. She grabs his hand with hers, but does not struggle. A few seconds he releases her, and turns away from her saying he cannot. She puts her hand comfortingly on his back and tells him the blood will kill him. He asks if staying off it will save him. He learns that it will not, it will only slow it down and give him more time. His expression is sad and pleading. He asks what difference it makes, slow or fast, resigned to his fate. He comments it is nature's way of getting rid of vampires because it has had enough of them. Her expression grows less compassionate and angrier as she hears him giving up.

Nick flashes back to his confrontation with Gerald Archer in 1665. Nick's disgusted and tells Archer he never should have made him a vampire. The Holier-Than-Thou preacher asks what false medicine Archer has delivered hearing he has delivered none. He and his mob carry flaming torches. The Holier-Than-Thou preacher says Archer's false medicine goes against God and asks what sort of pact he made with the Devil since he's been going into the homes of the sick and is healthy. The Holier-Than-Thou preacher is healthy too, so did he make a pact with the Devil as well? Nick tells them it is no pact with the Devil to have medicines to survive. The Holier-Than-Thou preacher says only God should decide who lives and who dies. Only the righteous should live. The plague is killing the sinners while allowing the righteous to live. The Holier-Than-Thou priest shoves a cross in Archer's face, which repels Archer, who vamps out and grabs the priest. Nick escapes. Archer's set on fire by the Holier-Than-Thou preacher and watches him turn into vampire flambé as he is totally engulfed in flames, screaming as he dies. Nick watches from a distance than takes to the sky in self-preservation.

Nick snaps back to the present. He quietly tells her it is divine justice. She angrily tells him that God does not choose, and does not send sickness to punish the wicked and supernatural with death. She asks about Calvin and tells him she has lost too many of her good friends to AIDS, Cancer, Pneumonia. Nick tells her he does not know what God does because he turned his back on him too long ago. But the virus is doing Nature's work, it's killing vampires. She angrily asks him if it is the kind of mortality that he has been seeking, because it is killing him. He tells her it may be the only kind he is allowed, which only angers her further as she tells him to cut the crap. How can he not care if he dies, not thinking about how it makes her feel. He should explain it to people like Cal who would do or give anything to live a little longer.

Inside Vachon's church, he is in bed looking like a sick little boy. Tracy sits next to him, pulls a blood bag out of each outside jacket pocket, and offers them to him. He is no longer hungry. She tells him it is not fair. She knew there were disadvantages to getting involved with a vampire, but dying young was not supposed to be one of them. He playfully tells her that he is not actually young, if that is any comfort. She comments that they have not had a chance, for they have just met. He tells her he is usually the one left behind, and in five hundred years, he has buried a lot of mortal friends. She asks when it gets easier. He says he will let know when it does.

Nick enters the precinct and heads for his desk, trying to pretend nothing's wrong. Reese tells him Tracy took the day off to be with a sick friend, not really believing the excuse. Nick sags into his chair as Reese asks why no one has gone over the personnel records, checked alibis or brought Dan Garrett in for an interview. Nick's sitting there arms over his chest as if freezing, an angry/mean/leave me alone look on his face. Reese says he knows Nick has things on his mind, which is okay, as long as he stops neglecting the case.

LaCroix is broadcasting from his booth at the back of the Raven, looking out at the crowd. His monologue is about the young believing they are eternal while the middle-aged know they're not, and the old are prepared for death. How does one prepare for a premature death? He is still having trouble believing he is sick and Nick was right.  He comments on how there is nothing harder than watching his children die, his people. How once they awoke they believed they would never have to fear death again, and now the impossible is happening. A dozen have died in one night, and others are dying. His tone's full of anger, frustration, sadness and denial. He says Death will not win. His people will survive. He is exhausted.

Inside Howsen Pharmaceuticals, Cal's studying a sample under the microscope and has Dan take a look as they both realize it doesn't work, even though Cal said it was. Cal tells Dan he thought it was, but it turns out he wasn't even on the drug. It only works in the test tube; HIV destroys it in the body. Cal tells Dan he's been a big idiot and is going home. Dan doesn't like this as it means he doesn't get his research grant, his job and is left to pick up mouse droppings, while Cal goes back to his nice job at Metro General. Dan killed Linda for nothing. Cal tries to leave, but Dan starts a physical fight with him. They destroy parts of the lab, creating toxic smoke and Dan accidentally winds up a human popsicle when Cal ands with his hand on the switch on the liquid nitrogen tank. Cal is upset when he realizes what has happened. Cal calls out to his friend as the alarm bells go off.

Nick drives up to the building and hears the alarms and Cal's shouts for help.

Inside the lab, Nick runs in as Cal is yelling for help, sees Dan's frozen body still leaning against the tank at an odd angle. Cal tells Nick they must leave because the room is full of poisonous gas. Dan tried to kill him. Dan killed Linda, they both did. Nick sees Cal is in no shape to walk to the door and helps support him.

Inside the interview room, Nick's questioning Cal. Cal says he thought Linda had truly found a cure, an anti-virus that protected the host by binding with the HIV. It worked in the test tube, but was overwhelmed by HIV in the body. Howsen Pharmaceuticals is a small time operation without a full-time patent lawyer and it would have taken ten years for her treatment to reach the market. He and a lot of others do not have ten years. He has the connections, a good lawyer and a good lab, and could have had it available nationwide in a year and a half to two years. Nick comments Cal had promised Dan a split of the money and credit if he stole it. Cal says it has nothing to do with money or credit. He just wanted people to live. Nick reminds him of the two deaths. He and others would do or pay anything for a cure.

Natalie and Reese watch from the observation room. She asks him if they have to press charges, and is reminded that Cal was involved in crime that resulted in a woman's death, which is murder. They cannot let it slide, but since he is cooperating and does not seem to be a flight risk, he will be released on his own recognizance.   Reese comments that with the business of the courts, Cal might not live to see his trial, trying to reassure Natalie, but it has the opposite effect. Reese leaves and Nick enters. She comments the case is solved, but where does it leave them. Both are saddened by the reminder that both Cal and Nick are dying. He is also a little angry.

LaCroix angrily confronts Cal in Cal's living room about how he is one of Cal's damned. The harmless virus is killing his people, ones who can not say what they are, and can not turn to medicine for help. He asks Cal how many deaths will be on his conscience, possibly a entire race. It has brought his people to their knees. They die silently and invisibly. LaCroix is nose to nose with Cal as he grabs him, pulling him closer, telling Cal his people cry out for justice. He sinks his fangs into Cal's neck and drains him.

Natalie enters her lab, Nick behind her, carrying a lab cage containing lab rats, telling him she will be able to get a larger sample from them. It will give her a better look at what is happening. Nick sees LaCroix and asks what he is doing there. LaCroix is menacing and angry. He tells them that the good doctor might like to see the results of her false claim that modern medicine cannot fail, and that her admirable principals and beliefs have failed her. He uncovers the body on the table. She is horrified to see it is Cal, and he is dead. He tells her she cannot save anyone. She fights back her tears. Nick looks pretty bad, his physical and emotional pain shows, especially in his eyes. He's confused and asks what happened as LaCroix was sick, but no longer is. Nick tells them he refused to let Death take him. She accuses LaCroix of killing Cal and drinking his blood. He tells her he did, with pleasure, it was his reward for the plague Cal caused his people. Natalie realizes Cal was right.  HIV overwhelms the virus in the blood. LaCroix follows her train of thought and comments the cure is also the killer, asking if she finds it as fascinating as he does. Her expression shows she is thinking what a monster LaCroix is. LaCroix comments that Cal's blood will save the Community.

Inside Vachon's church, Tracy is watching him sleep. He wakes and tells her he will not live to see another sunset. He turns down her offer to stay with him, telling her it will not be pretty. She reminds him of the story about how his maker went to join the sun. He comments he has always wondered what that would feel like. Vachon senses another vampire and insists Tracy leave. She kisses him on the lips, hearing Vachon thank her for trying. A healthy Nick comes out from the drapes he ducked behind as Tracy passed by. He shows Vachon a syringe partially filled with blood. Vachon looks like a little boy afraid to get a shot. Nick injects Vachon with the blood, curing him.

Nick and Natalie are at Cal's grave, and are planting a tree. Nick asks why she saved the Community. Her sadness shows as she tells him there are people who still believe AIDS is not worth curing, and those infected are not worth saving. Who is she to decide who lives and who dies. It is not her job.

Down by the shore of Lake Ontario, Vachon stomps the dirt down over Screed's grave, having fulfilled his promise to his friend. He sings the sea shanty Screed sang earlier as he takes a drink from the bottle. He comments he told Screed he would dance on his grave. He drinks a toast to his friend, saying he will see him in hell, calling him sailor.

The end.
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Inside a dark, old house, Spencer says there is no power because it has to be rewired. The workers took off, probably spooked by ghosts. Weintroff learns Spencer has been the caretaker for almost twenty years. Ms. King is asked where Ogden is, and says she is not sure he got her message. Weintroff orders her to call Ogden again. She goes outside to call. Weintroff heads upstairs. He hears an eerie voice calling his name. He turns around, his eyes widening in horror as he is pushed over the balcony railing and screams. He is impaled on the wrought iron fence below.

Kessel House is now a crime scene with full power. Spencer tells Nick and Tracy it is not the house that is supposed to be haunted, but the people who enter. The house supposedly acts like some sort of spiritual channel, a portal to the afterlife. He has never seen any ghosts, claiming to have a clean conscience. Nick learns Spencer is sure there were only three of them there when Weintroff fell. He points to where he left them when he went to turn on the power. Spencer leaves. Nick and Tracy grin at each other. She asks if he believes in ghosts, suspecting he is not. He tells her he will take the fifth on it.

As Nick and Tracy approach the crying real estate agent, Ms. King tells them that she was on her car telephone when she heard Weintroff scream, fall, and be impaled. Tracy asks if he was alone. King says it was dark, but she thought she saw a silhouette in the window. When she looked again no one was there. She's insists she did not do anything as she is led away. Tracy wanders off. Nick glances upstairs, hearing a ghostly female voice very distinctly calling out his name. He jumps as Natalie comes up behind him and lays her hand on his shoulder. She says it looks pretty cut and dried, the railing broke, he fell and died. She says if she did not know him better, she would think the place scares him. He tells her it does, and not to tell anyone. Nick heads upstairs, passing a female uniformed officer. Natalie's signing the duty roster for the officer and misreads her nametag, commenting her grandmother used to call her Natasha. She sees the officer's confusion and realizes the nametag is Kate Nash, not Natasha, and tells her to never mind. Tracy is exploring elsewhere. She does not see the little girl surrounded by the eerie blue light in the corner behind her. When Tracy shines the light into that corner, it is empty.

Nick is exploring upstairs. All the crime scene lights sputter and die. He breaks the police tape and goes out on the balcony. He sees a young woman in an old fashioned cloak among the cops and spectators below. She looks up at Nick and they recognize each other. Nick runs down to his car, she is gone, and a nearby officer did not see anyone by the Caddy. Tracy approaches Nick, telling him she covered the downstairs but found no trace of anyone. He tells her he had no luck either and suggests they visit the landlord. He gets into the Caddy. Tracy's approaching and sees a little girl sitting in the passenger seat, the same girl she did not see inside, but saw her. By the time Tracy gets to the door, the little girl is gone. Tracy asks Nick if he saw the little girl in the passenger seat. Nick looks at the empty seat and says he did not see anything. He asks if she's okay, hears she is and to forget it.

Inside Ogden's house, Nick and Tracy are being served tea by Shirelle. Ogden tells them the house is most definitely haunted. He says Shirelle can verify it, as she has had encounters there in the dead of night. Tracy asks if they were with ghosts. Ogden tells her ghosts are bodiless people, with the same need for answers as the living. A lot are seeking the justice they never received in life, having no choice but to ask the living for help. He explains Kessel House works in reverse, allowing the dead to come to the living for the closure they require. He has been interested in the paranormal his whole life, and has never seen anything like it before. Nick asks Ogden how well he knew Weintroff, suggesting Ogden knew him well enough not to like him. Ogden tells Nick Weintroff and his partner were interested in the house and adjoining property, asking if Nick is insinuating a motive. Nick says he is not. They think the death was accidental, but now that he has brought it up. Ogden says he and Shirelle were home all night. She doubles as his personal trainer, and was helping him exercise. Nick and Tracy look at Shirelle and Ogden speculatively. He warned Weintroff the house was in a dangerous state and insisted he sign a waver before he allowed him to inspect the property. Nick learns the partner, Gerry Scalley was a most unpleasant man, and toured the property last week. Tracy asks if Weintroff believed that Kessel House was haunted, and hears that Weintroff did not yesterday. Tracy and Nick exchange uneasy glances.

Inside Natalie's office, she is in the cooler dictating her observations on Weintroff's sheet covered body. He's a forty-three year old male Caucasian who's cause of death was massive internal trauma from being impaled, adding there was anomalous bruising noticeable on the upper thorax. An elderly woman watches over Natalie's shoulder, having the same eerie glow as the ghosts Nick and Tracy saw earlier. The elderly woman tells Natasha it is an awful place, getting Natalie's agreement. Natalie suddenly recognizes the voice and turns around astonished to see her grandmother. Nana asks why Natalie did not come to see her in the hospital when she was dying. Natalie closes her eyes, pinching the bridge of her nose. When she opens her eyes Nana is gone.

Inside the interview room, Ms. King gives her statement. Nick, Reese and Tracy watch from the observation room. Reese does not believe in ghosts. The guy went over the railing with sufficient force to pull it down, meaning he was pushed. The real estate agent told them she let Weintroff use her car telephone, which is easy enough to verify. Reese was the only one who checked it out, finding no incoming or outgoing calls, ending the alibi Tracy says it's easy enough to verify, even though neither she nor Nick verified it. Spencer left King alone with Weintroff. He believes someone pushed Weintroff and the two prime suspects are going to walk because he does not have anything.

A very nervous and uncertain Natalie enters, telling them she finished the preliminary report. Reese is a bit annoyed as he asks if the victim's death was accidental. Nick asks if she is okay. She says she's okay, but may be a little over caffeinated. Reese tells them he hates when a murder is commented on his watch and the killer gets away with it. They're going to get some sleep then look at the case again, remembering it's a homicide. He leaves. Nick, Natalie and Tracy exchange uncomfortable glances.

Nick returns to Kessel House alone. He is walking through a dark upstairs room when the woman in the old fashioned cloak appears behind him, calls him Nicholas. Nick turns and stares at Alyssa. She reminds him that he said they would be together forever, for she is his wife. She sadly asks him to say that he remembers her, and how she loved him.

Nick flashes back to 1530 Linz, Austria. A priest marries Nicholas de Brabant and Alyssa von Linz.

Inside Kessel House, Alyssa reaches out to Nick, then fades away. Nick rushes towards her but she is gone. Outside, Nick spots a glimmer of metal on the ground near the fence where Weintroff was impaled, and picks up some sort of military insignia.

Inside Tracy's apartment, she is restlessly sleeping, dreaming about herself as a child. She and her friend, Susan, are walking along a railroad track, dragging their sleds behind them. Susan tries to pull her sled off the tracks, but the runner is caught in the tracks. Susan tells Tracy it is stuck. Tracy tells her to hurry up. Susan tries to pull it free with her hand and her arm with sweater sleeve gets stuck. She calls for Tracy to help her. Susan looks up and sees a train coming. She screams hysterically for Tracy to help her. Tracy jolts upright in bed, awakened by her dream, still hearing Susan's voice. She runs to the window. Susan is standing on the street below, dressed as Tracy had last seen her, still holding her sled. She repeatedly calls for Tracy to help her. Tracy backs away from the window, in panic.

Inside the offices belonging to Gefford Weintroff, Nick and Tracy are interviewing his partner, Gerard Scalley. Nick says they are investigating the death as a murder and need to see his records. Scalley's surprised and tells them not to look at him because he was on the red-eye from Vancouver last night when it happened. He goes on about his business, but is trailed through the office by Nick and Tracy. Tracy comments that Scalley does not seem to be too upset over his partner's death. Scalley says he sure is because he has to do twice the work now. Nick learns Weintroff had no friends or enemies. Tracy asks about Kessel House. Scalley says it's a dump and was Weintroff's idea. Weintroff had plans for it but never got around to sharing them. They were not really seeing eye to eye for the last few months. Tracy asks if anything odd happened since he visited Kessel House last weekend. Scalley says other than his partner being killed, there's nothing. He did not see any ghosts because he does not believe in them. Nick tells Scalley to stay in town. Scalley says he has to be in Calgary tomorrow, and is told to change his plans.

Inside the bullpen, Reese examines the military insignia, telling Nick he is not sure which branch it's from, and will have it traced by some military people he knows. Their hunch was right, Weintroff's blood is on it. Reese leaves. Nick looks around and sees Tracy looks exhausted. For two guys who do not get along right now, they sure go back a long way. Weintroff has been sued by almost everyone in Ontario. Tracy suppresses a yawn, telling Nick she did not sleep last night. He asks what's up. She is uncertain as she asks what he would say if she said she saw a ghost at Kessel house. He says it is the little girl in the car. She thought he would laugh. He shakes his head and she continues. She tells him when she was little, she saw a friend killed by a train. She blamed herself. Last night at Kessel House she saw Susan Feldman. She also saw her outside her window at home.

In Natalie's office, she drops a tray of instruments when she is startled by her grandmother. Nana asks Natasha why. Natalie says Nana's just a figment of her imagination and asks her to please not sneak up on her like that. Nana apologizes, calling her Tashka. Natalie says Nana has been dead for years, asking how she can be there. Nana's confused and says she does not know how. She saw Tashka last night and followed her. She wants to know why Tashka never came to see her in the hospital. Unseen, Nick and Tracy enter behind Natalie. Nick asks Natalie who she's talking about, causing her to nearly jump out of her skin as she turns to face them. She frantically looks back to where her grandmother was. It is empty. Tracy's concerned and asks if she is okay. Natalie desperately tells her she could be hysterical, it could be a hypnotic suggestion, or even a hallucinogenic agent, or it could be she has not slept for two days, or she is losing her mind. Tracy tells Natalie she is not crazy, it is happening to her too. Nick reluctantly admits he too saw someone, a woman. He asks if it makes them feel better. He tells them he is not prepared to think a ghost killed Weintroff. Tracy asks Natalie what her grandmother wanted to see her about, and learns she wants to know why Natalie never came to see her when she was dying. She asks if Natalie told her why. Natalie admits she did not tell her the real reason. Tracy tells her that her grandmother will be back.

LaCroix is doing his nightly Nightcrawler monologue. He tells his audience a ghost is a hallucination of some famous regret, nothing more. They come from people's mistakes and their gravest doubts about themselves, not from the grave or other side.

In 1530 Austria again. Nicholas and Alyssa are starting to make love on their wedding night. Alyssa asks Nick if he is happy, calling him her lord. He says he is as happy as he has ever been. She seeks reassurance they will be together forever, and gets it in between passionate kisses. Nick asks if she remembers him promising her they would be together forever. He says he can give her eternal life, as his gift to her. She looks uncertain. She is frightened by his glowing yellow eyes. He asks if she trusts him, hearing she trusts him with her whole heart. He tells her to close her eyes and give herself to him. He bites her.

In the Caddy, Tracy asks Nick what he thinks Susan Feldman wants. Nick tells her he does not know. She should ask Susan. Scalley calls terrified because someone is tailing him and he thinks they have it in for him like they did for Weintroff, and it's a dead someone. Scalley hears a noise and hangs up. Scalley picks up a pistol, turns, and screams for the figure not to hurt him. Nick and Tracy arrive at Scalley's office. Nick tells her something is not right. She is to take the front and check the ID of anyone entering or exiting. He runs around back and flies through Scalley's window. Tracy's in front of the building and sees Susan again. When she turns around. Susan is in the street, holding her sled. While Tracy's back is turned to the door, a silhouetted figure sneaks out the front door and disappears. Tracy blindly follows Susan into the street, startled as a van drives between them. Inside the building, Nick finds Scalley's body.

Inside the precinct, Natalie looks tired and frazzled as she tells them Scalley died of a massive heart attack. It was sudden and swift. Reese tells her Scalley was too young for a massive coronary and asks if she has checked his medical records. She says she did, and there is nothing, no history of heart disease, heart murmur, cholesterol, tachycardia, nothing. She says with what has been happening, she might actually believe someone suggesting he had been scared to death. She leaves. Reese learns Scalley said he was being followed by a dead someone. Reese reminds them the victims had flesh and blood enemies. They are to stop chasing ghosts. He leaves. Nick leans down to Tracy and whispers he wishes the ghosts would stop chasing them. Reese turns back to them, tells them the military insignia is a US Army issue service star, issued about twenty years ago. Nick figures Weintroff grabbed it from his assailant during the struggle. Tracy reads some info from the Who's Who from the Chamber of Commerce listings, asking Nick if he remembers her saying Weintroff and Scalley go aback a long way in business. She informs him they were fraternity brothers in college. Nick says the ghost had it in for both of them and maybe it is calling in an old debt.

Inside Natalie's office, she is seated at her desk dictating. Tests confirm Gerard Scalley died from a coronary thrombosis, with an anomalous contusion over his sternum similar to the one on G. Weintroff's body. She uneasily looks around and turns off her tape recorder, calling out to her grandma and her Nana, trying to see which one she will respond to. When she gets no response, she continues her dictation, stating Weintroff's body shows signs of comodio cortus, a fatal blow to the chest. Cause of the blow is unknown. A ghostly hand reaches for Natalie's shoulder. When Natalie turns around it is already gone. She barely has a chance to relax before the hand touches her shoulder. She jumps to her feet. Her grandmother tells Natasha the morgue is an awful place where she spends too much time. Nana says Nick is a nice boy who likes Natasha, she can tell. Nick seems like a very down-to-earth young fellow. Natalie tells Nana she apologizes for not coming to see her in the hospital. Natalie says she resented her. She asks if Nana remembers taking care of her when she was a little girl. Nana sadly tells her she remembers. She hit Natasha and hurt her. She now realizes that was very wrong and apologizes for hitting and hurting Natasha. Nana asks for Natalie's forgiveness. Natalie tells her she forgives her and apologizes. Nana says she is happy and can rest now. She vanishes before Natalie can learn where she is, other than she is sleeping in a beautiful dream. Natalie calls out for Nana.

Nick enters and asks Natalie what's wrong. She is nearly in tears as she tells him her grandmother was there and when Natalie told her why she never visited her while she was dying, her grandmother apologized. She says she has been waiting her whole life for that. Nick gently suggests she leave for a while. She says she's okay, and has almost finished her write-up. He pulls the evidence bag containing the military insignia from his pocket and asks if she can see if matches a cut or scratch on Weintroff as it has his blood on it. She says she will double-check. He asks if she will be okay if her grandmother returns. Natalie sadly says she will not be back, she does not know how but somehow she just knows it. Her Nana's finished there. They made their peace.

Nick flashes back to Alyssa. She lies on the bed unconscious as Nick bites his wrist, catching the blood in a wineglass. He pours it into her mouth then kisses her, telling her to sleep, calling her his love. Time passes but she does not wake. Nick returns to the bed, kisses her, trying to wake her, telling her it's time to wake up, but there's no response. LaCroix enters, commenting the love nest reeks of death. Nick frantically tells him he brought Alyssa across. LaCroix tells him life is a fire that can be rekindled from the smallest ember, as long as it does not become too cold. He looks at Alyssa and says her fire is dead, but it was his first try. Bringing someone across is a subtle art, which takes practice. LaCroix purposely left out some important lessons. Nick begs LaCroix for help. LaCroix says he can't help, he told Nick not to take too much and leaves.

Inside Kessel House, Nick calls out to Alyssa, asking if she can hear him. There is no response. He tells the empty room he wants her to understand he loved her very much and wanted them to spend forever together. He apologizes for what happened and what did not happen. He turns around and sees Alyssa. She says she knows it was the truth, and still loves him. It is for that reason he should not have returned. He will die tonight. Because of what he has been, he will never be with her.

Inside the bullpen, Tracy tells Reese both guys were beta-kappa-sig twenty-two years ago at McClinton University in Ohio. She gives Reese a list of unsolved homicides in Ohio, telling him it goes back twenty-five years. She points out the one that jumped out at her while gulping down coffee. Lieutenant Jean St. Clair was an army nurse stationed at Wayland Army Base near the university. She was raped and murdered, her body found was found in 1974. Teams questioned students around the area but no one was ever charged. Reese says she is telling him what he does not want to hear that it was a ghost back from the dead for revenge.  He reminds her that there are no ghosts. He walks away. She calls after him as she approaches. She suddenly stops, dropping her coffee cup in shock. Part of the squad room is now dark, eerily lit by red and green lights, papers flying everywhere, furniture levitating and spinning. Reese is signing a report for another officer and hears Tracy's mug shatter. He sees her frozen in the middle of the room staring at nothing. He approaches her, asking what's wrong. She asks what he sees on the other side of the room. He tells her he sees cops, asking what she sees. Her startlement comes through as she says she sees Susan. Susan's expression is decidedly malevolent. Tracy asks Susan what she wants, clutches Reese's sleeve asking him what she is going to do.

Inside Kessel House, Nick asks Alyssa's forgiveness and she forgives him. She says she needed to know that he remembered her and what they had. Nick comments it is what they almost had. She says seeing him again has given her great peace and now he must leave. There are souls he killed which he cannot appease, and they will hurt or kill him. Nick asks her to come with him and hears she cannot. She helps him find what he is seeking as she vanishes. He looks around the spot she vanished from and finds a pearl earring. He flashes back to Ogden's house where Shirelle was wearing the matching earring, and she had had encounters at the house.

Inside the bullpen, Reese is concerned about Tracy, tells her he is taking her to the ER. She asks Susan what she wants and Susan starts to leave, telling Tracy she has to go back because they're closing the house and vanishes. Reese asks Tracy what is going on. She heads for the door as Reese asks where she is going. She tells him that she is going to the Kessel House, and to let Nick know where she is. Right after Tracy leaves, a report comes in for her. Reese is given the report on the murdered Army nurse Lt. Jean St. Clair. He immediately notices she is a dead-ringer for Shirelle.

Inside Kessel House, Nick is examining the earring he found when a ghostly blue light suddenly flares across the room, and silhouetted figures begin entering from it. Nick snarls at them turns and finds more behind him. He pushes past them and runs through the hallway, where more come reach out of the wall for him. He fights his way past the gamut of vengeful spirits, finally reaching Ogden's den, where they do not follow him. He slams the door shut and sees Ogden seated in a chair. He immediately realizes Ogden's dead. As he is examining Ogden, Shirelle walks out of the shadows dressed in a uniform and wig to make her look like Jean St. Clair. She stabs Nick, causing him to jerk backwards. She pulls off her wig as she looks at Ogden's corpse. She says Scalley and Weintroff killed her mother. The house was the only place she saw her mother, who told Shirelle to make them pay. She killed Ogden because he lied to her. He said he would protect the house, but wanted to tear it down. She said she could not let it happen because it is the only place she will ever see her mother. She pulls a gun and shoots Nick, who drops to the floor pretending to be out cold, maybe dead.

Outside Kessel House, Tracy is staring at it from the steps. She hears Susan behind her, telling her to come play with her. Susan starts backing up. Tracy's mesmerized and moves towards her. Inside, Nick wakes up and finds himself surrounded by vengeful ghosts from his past. Outside, Tracy is still following Susan. Inside, Nick rashes through a window, landing on the porch. He sees Tracy following Susan into the middle of the street, completely oblivious to an approaching speeding car. Nick rushes to Tracy, grabs her and drags her out of the way barely in time to save her life. She is startled out of her trance.

Shirelle comes out of the house, takes aim at Nick and Tracy. Reese arrives and shouts for Shirelle to freeze, identifying himself. Shirelle turns and fires at Reese, who shoots her. Reese approaches her body, hearing/sensing movement at the front door. He turns and sees a young black man come out, dressed in army fatigues. Reese orders him to freeze and drop his weapon. The solider grins at Reese and holds up his hands in surrender, telling Little Joe to watch where he is pointing his gun. Reese calls him Jordan, in a way that sounds like he has not talked to or seen him in a long time. Jordan Reese, grins, salutes and enters the house, multiple bullet wounds, still leaking blood are visible on his back. He vanishes just as Nick and Tracy approach. Nick asks Reese if he saw something, and hears Reese did not.

Later, at the loft, Natalie asks if the case is closed. Nick sneaks up behind her and says boo, causing her to squeak and jump. He asks if she means his ghost. She reminds him he never really said who his ghost was. He says it is someone he loved and lost a long time ago, someone who needed to be remembered. Natalie asks what will become of the house. Nick tells her the city will probably do what Weintroff and his partner intended to do, tear it down and put up an apartment complex. Nick asks Natalie what she makes of all they saw. She says what they thought they saw. She says she does not know and is bothered by the fact that their ghosts told them things they subconsciously wanted to hear. Nick asks if it was their own desires, or their need for closure. She says she is not going to go on record saying she saw a ghost, but if asked if s he had some sort of religious experience, she believes she would have to take the fifth.

Reese is in his office, staring at a photo of Jordan in a military dress uniform.

Tracy is walking down the stretch of railroad tracks where Susan Feldman died. She lays a red rose on the track, then walks on.

The end
The Games Vampires Play

Season 3, Episode 15

Written by Naomi Janzen

Directed by Nicholas J. Gray

Guest stars:

Rita................................... Catherine Bruhier

R.H. Lo............................ George Chang

Linda Fulford................... Diane Plotka

Virtual Beauty.................. Kelley Grando

Megan.............................. Moe Kelso

Inside a computer lab, a programmer is checking out his creation, Virtual Reality gear and his game. The picture is close to lifelike. In the game, a woman asks if he is there to work or play. She hears he has an hour to kill, telling him it takes a second to die as she runs a long black fingernail down his neck, telling him she wants to give him a unique experience. He has fangs inside the game, and is totally into it. She plunges her fingernail into his neck at the same time a woman presses the black barrel of gun into his neck and fires out in the real world. The programmer falls to the floor dead.

In the Caddy, Tracy is expressing her frustration and annoyance at being stuck with all of their paperwork for the last few weeks, reminding him he should help. She feels better having gotten it off her chest. She asks Nick if he is listening. He snaps out of it, telling her he is glad she feels better. She asks what is wrong with him and why he is so out of it lately. He is too out of it to answer, which causes her to give up.

Inside the computer lab, Natalie's finished examining the body and tells Reese the victim died instantly from a gunshot at point blank range. Reese says there was no sign of a struggle or forced entry meaning he knew his killer, and it was probably someone he trusted. Nick shows them the VR gear, commenting the guy was probably oblivious to everything outside of the program. Reese calls it brain candy, commenting his nephew mainlines it. Tracy says the victim's R.H. Lo, a computer programmer and co-owner of Virtual Dimension Labs. Reese notices that Nick is spaced out and calls him on it. Nick briefly pays attention. Reese gets Nick's attention again as he assigns him to follow ballistics while works with someone from Computers. He will call and arrange for the loan. Natalie notices Nick's odd behavior, but does not say anything.

Inside Natalie's office she drops a bullet into a metal dish, and keeps working as she and Nick talk. Nick asks if she ever gets tired of the routine repetition. She reminds him mortals are on a time clock and there is not enough time to do everything they want to do, so they have to make the most of their time. She asks if he's bored, which is bad because bored cops get careless, which could be dangerous for Tracy. He says he cannot stay interested in work. She informs him job boredom is a very human problem. If he were not a vampire she would send him to a beach for a week and write it off as burnout. Both know he moves on when bored. She's cranky, but is reassured he's not moving on. She knows vampirism gives life an extra kick, asking him if he still wants mortality. His lack of answer does not please her, but she is also not too surprised. He looks depressed. She tells him he can do like the do and find something to fill the emptiness or deal with it. His look shows he does not know what to do.

Reese calls Nick into his office and expresses his concern. Nick's off his game. Nick says he knows. Reese suggests time off or change of pace. Nick says it will not help. Reese tells him to sort it out before Vetter thinks she has to watch her back. Nick is a little cranky as he tells Reese his partners can always rely on him. He is reminded cops are human and sometimes it takes a tragedy to remind them. Nick is lucky because he sees the early warning signs and has to decide how to handle it. Nick looks, worried, agitated and clueless. He leaves without another word.

Nick walks past his desk, shocked to hear a woman comment it is a vampire, stopping him dead in his tracks. He searches the room for that person and sees Tracy and Linda on the other side of the room. He's amused and relieved to learn they are talking about a female vampire in the game. Nick learns she's Linda Fulford from Computer Ops, is helping with the case, and it is the best VR game she has ever seen. It is the prototype for the next generation of games. It is half computer game and half online service. The hardware is hooked up to the high-speed mainframe at Virtual Dimensions Labs via a digital cell phone uplink. She offers Nick a turn and he takes it. She starts the game when he has the wraparound sunglasses, with attached microphone and gloves on. Tracy says she prefers reality. Linda says there are no vampires in reality. Tracy smirks while Nick's surprised but hides it. He is a bit startled by the game.

Inside the game, Nick is in a hotel room where a female vampire asks him if he is there to work or play. In reality, Tracy and Linda are greatly amused as they watch Nick enjoy the game. Tracy asks what he's seeing and hears he is being seduced. Linda says it can be very seductive, while Tracy says it seduces you into opening your wallet. In the game, a vampire strokes Nick's cheek as he sees a hint of her fangs. Tracy calls Nick's name when he seems to be having too much fun. Nick quickly removes the gear; afraid he will vamp out in front of them. He is teased about the pretty woman, confirming it, a little embarrassed, but amused. Nick tells them he cannot believe how real it was. He could feel her touch. Nick looks behind him and sees a dead ringer for the vampire being escorted across the bullpen. They exchange a look. Reese approaches, telling them she's Rita Scott, owner of the other half of Virtual Dimensions Labs. Nick confuses Reese by saying she is the model for the virtual vampire, explaining it is the one from the game.

Inside the interview room, Rita says she met R.H. at York University where she was in her third year in Computer Animation and he was designing hardware and software. They clicked, but it was strictly business. They worked in the video business for a few years before striking out on their own as pioneers. R.H. designed the remote headset because there was nothing like it on the market, which it will revolutionize. Nick comments it will be worth a lot of money, hearing she is counting on it. She says she was giving an online interview four hours ago, going over the same things. When they are skeptical, she tells them to log on and retrieve the transcript. She logged on from her office. Tracy says they will check it out. Rita cannot think of any enemies Lo had.

Nick enters the evidence room, takes the game off the shelf, and slips into it.

Inside the game, Nick and the female vampire are at the ROM. She asks if he is there to work or play. Nick asks the woman how to play the game, and is taken into a blue room. VR Rita tells him he's a vampire in the game and is free to do whatever he wants to do. He must kill because blood is his power source. Nick does not reflect in the game's mirrors. VR Rita says he can indulge himself because no one truly gets hurt. A woman seduces Nick, telling him to take her. He tries hard to resist.

In the evidence room, it is clear Nick is totally engrossed in the game.

Inside the game, the woman is attempting to seduce Nick to the point where he must take her. Nick asks VR Rita what is the purpose of the game, hearing it is pleasure and fantasy fulfillment. She explains she has made some modifications to the game in case anyone came looking, and he will find what he is after if he wins. Nick says he is looking for Lo's killer. She confesses, telling him no court in reality would accept a virtual confession. She vanishes. Nick sees his power level is nearly drained and there's a little over 11:54 left. Nick drains the woman, realizing he must if he wants to win. He is now at full power. VR Rita returns, congratulates him, and asks if it was thrilling. She says it is time to move onto better things as she shows him a door. Nick opens it and steps through a bright light arriving at another place.

He is inside BCE Place, near the brownstone building. VR Rita congratulates him on finishing the first level. He is now on level two. He must watch his remaining time and blood level.

Reese angrily asks Nick what does he think he is doing, because it is evidence. Nick's startled and tells Reese Rita confessed to him in the game. Reese asks if he is supposed to haul her hologram into virtual court. He reminds Nick they have nothing what so ever so they cannot get a search warrant. Nick should be at the computer lab with Tracy and Linda. Nick says he needs to play the game out, hearing why would Rita leave evidence, which would put her away for a long time. Nick says it is the game. Reese wants him at the lab.

Nick enters the computer lab. Tracy is studying information while Linda is working on the computer. Rita's alibi checks out. She was doing the interview, logged in from her office. It would be possible, but very difficult to log on elsewhere and make it seem like she was at the lab. Nick reminds them she is a computer wizard. Linda says it is the most intricate interactive engine she has ever seen. Tracy adds that Lo's shares revert to the company upon death, leaving Rita sole owner of the company. It is a motive, but it is too obvious. Nick says Rita does not care because she thinks she has committed the perfect murder. Nick shocks them with the news Rita confessed, then admits it was in the game. Linda says she would have to be online and it will not be easy to trace. Tracy says the case will not be solved in the game. Nick tells her he already got that speech from Reese. She reminds him it is not the usual procedure. He says it cannot hurt because they have nothing else. He tells them about the real locations he has been at. When Tracy learns he does not know what he's looking for, she tells him he is wasting his time. Linda has been analyzing the game and it seems to be deleting itself. It is how they make each game unique. Nick say Rita did tell him there is a time limit. He has less than twelve hours for his only shot at the game. Reese calls them back to the precinct. Nick says he has to get back into the game and hears Reese insists on his presence.

Inside an interview room, Rita is upset they suspect her of Lo's murder based on a virtual confession she denies giving. She also denies accessing the game. Nick comments the murder was not enough and that she had to tell someone. She tells Nick he is making less sense the more he talks. She is allowed to leave. Reese tells Nick he is close to an unscheduled vacation. Nick says maybe he needs one and leaves.

Inside the room, Nick is let into the blue room. He looks around, noticing he reflects in the morrow, but did not in the game. He remembers the door with the bright light and approaches it. He discovers it is a large walk in closet. On a floor to ceiling shelving unit on the far wall, he discovers a life sized crystal skull. He leaves with it.

Nick enters BCE Place, puts on the VR gear and activates the game. VR Rita says she was beginning to think he was not coming. She's impressed when she learns he was scouting and found the skull. She says the challenges get harder from now on. She says Megan is his if he can get her, and leaves. Nick approaches Megan, who sees him, panics and begs him not to kill her, as she brandishes a cross. The cross is knocked out of her hand and she is drained by Nick, in front of the brownstone building. His power readout was less than half and there is just over 8:52 left. He gently lays her down and backs along the wrought iron fence.

In reality, Nick's back is pressed against the fence. He takes off the sunglasses and immediately spins around, realizing he is vamped out. He is now facing the building, tightly holding onto the fence. Moments later he's in control, looks around and removes the gloves. He finds a blood bag label by a plant behind the fence, by the wall of the building.

Inside the bullpen, Tracy looks at the skull and label on the desk, asking if it is some kind of joke. Nick says he found them where Rita said they would be. Tracy is crankier, asking it was Rita from the game. Nick says it was. She tells him Reese is going to blow an important blood vessel if he does not stop pushing it. Nick explains they have to mean something because they were found in real locations, exactly where they were in the game. She says Rita is probably placing them there. He needs a reality check because someone is yanking his chain, and it is not like him. He says he must find m ore clues, which Linda interprets, as returning to the game. He reminds them of the real locations he finds the clues in, ones from the game. Linda asks what he is going to do with the clues once he finds them and hears Nick does not know. She suggests trying another angle and is whammied to agree with him. Natalie is shocked that he is whammying with Tracy right behind him. She nervously looks around then at Nick. Nick leans on the desk, momentarily weak, tells Tracy he's okay, when asked. She comments he is a little hyped, hearing it's the game and he has to leave. Tracy grudgingly gives in and he leaves.

Natalie intercepts him and angrily tells him they must talk now. He's not in a good mood and is escorted to the interview room. She shuts the door behind her. She angrily asks what the hell is wrong with him, hypnotizing a cop in front of Tracy. He says he is wrong and probably should not have done it, not sounding too apologetic. She cannot believe what she is hearing. He tells her no one wants to solve the murder. She comments no one wants to solve it his way, through the game. She asks if it is providing the missing kick in his life. He denies it. She says he probably has to kill in the game, which is not good. She reminds him of the recent setbacks, commenting on his hypnotizing cops in the middle of the precinct. He tells her he will get over this one, as he did the others. She does not think he is over any of them. His angry expression tells her to stay out of his way as he says he must return to the game and leaves. Her back is to him. She looks like she's about to cry, beat the crap out of someone, possibly using a wooden stake.

Nick enters the loft in a bad mood, heads straight for the fridge, grabs a bottle of blood and takes a nice long drink. He heads for the fireplace and is reaching for the VR gear when he is startled to see LaCroix. LaCroix offers him a bottle of human. Nick hesitates for a short time, then takes the bottle and takes a long drink from it. LaCroix tells him he is getting the strangest stirrings from him, asking what's wrong. Nick denies anything's wrong. LaCroix's expression shows he does not believe a word of it. Nick semi-reluctantly explains about the game, which he is only playing to solve the case. LaCroix does not totally believe him, commenting on the killing in it rekindling those desires within him, getting a somewhat reluctant confirmation. Nick's expression is mixed, part likes it and part does not. LaCroix comments on Nick savoring their blood in the very impressive game and leaves. Nick has another drink then grabs the VR gear.

Inside the game, Nick is in a power plant among the pipes. He is almost instantly attacked by a crossbow that barely misses him. Nick growls at the guy, takes him out, but not with his fangs. He's vamped out and runs around the place looking for the clue while avoiding the humans and crossbow bolts trying to kill him. He fights when attacked.

In the loft, Nick's head jerks as the game affects him.

Inside the game, Nick drains a man who attacked him with an axe. His power indicator grows to about halfway. He's again attacked with an axe and drains the guy, bringing the indicator to full power. VR Rita tells him there is only 6:21 to go.

Nick yanks off the sunglasses, his eyes are vampire yellow. He grabs the bottle and has a long drink from it.

Nick visits the power plant and ducks from site as workers approach.  He vamps out, softly growling, and almost instantly restrains himself. He comes out when it is clear. He finds a brass and glass hourglass on the floor not too far way. He examines it, then looks in the direction of the men, wanting to hunt them.

Inside the bullpen, Tracy is holding the hourglass, telling Nick he is pushing it and Reese already thinks he has lost it. Nick asks if she agrees. Reese approaches, comments Nick found another item from the novelty shop. Nick says he can drop the game right now, but Rita walks if he does. Reese says if Nick wants he will put a tail on Rita. It is the only kind of police work he can wrap his mind around. Nick says Rita is online somewhere and she will only slip up inside the game. Reese is starting to lose his temper. Nick is crankier as he tells them Rita leads him to virtual clues that bring him closer to a real piece of evidence that will convict her. He's up against a clock and must get to the next level. Reese comments he is already there. Nick leaves. Linda, Tracy and Reese look uncomfortable, thinking Nick has lost it big time.

Nick storms into his loft, grabs a bottle of blood, sits at the table, has a drink, then puts on the VR gear.

Inside the game, Nick is somewhere undetermined, looking for the next clue. Suddenly a large flaming cross appears. Nick cringes back from the flames, vamping out and protecting his face with his hands. Nick runs, looks around, still vamped out. Nick is jumped from above, pushes the man into a power junction box, and is jolted by the current from two large conduits. Nick jumps back, pulls the guy loose before he is fried, and tosses him across the room. Nick is searching for his attacker. Flames leap up in his path. He is attacked with an axe, blocking it with a metal wheel. The fight continues through various levels of the place. VR Rita tells him he is down to 3:28. He sees he is down to half power.

Inside the bullpen, Tracy's looking at Nick's collection, frustrated but calm as she says the background check on Rita showed nothing, the canvas teams got nothing and there's nothing on R.H. Lo pointing to the killer. Linda suggests that Nick could be right, and asks why games. She sees Tracy and Reese's puzzled look and explains people like computer games and the Internet for the challenge and fun. The harder it is the bigger the ego boost when you win. Maybe Rita is addicted to her own game, sure she will win, thinking no matter what she does she cannot be convicted. Reese is considering it, while Tracy looks confused and uncertain. Linda says Rita probably gets a kick out of leaving clues in real places, and the game will not end until it is played out. Tracy points out that Rita is there only suspect, and Nick might have been right all along. They know they might owe Nick a major apology. Reese asks what the clues mean and learn they are likely another game. Tracy suggests an anagram.

Nick is inside a factory collecting clues. He slips into the VR gear. VR Rita tells him there's one more level, but he must first figure out the clues, telling him it is a game within a game. He comments it is an anagram. She reminds him time's becoming a factor with just over fifty-eight minutes left and has less than a quarter of his power left. She vanishes. Nick quickly removes the gear and calls the precinct. He tells Tracy the two new clues are a jackknife and a noose. She cuts him off telling him it is a game within a game, both say anagram about the same time and hangs up. Nick does not seem happy they know he was right all along, yet does seem a bit surprised they figured it out. He sits down and lists the clues in his notebook, starting with the skull.

In the bullpen, Tracy informs Reese and Linda. Linda inputs them into the computer program she wrote for the RCMP, which will give them answers to word jumbles in minutes. Tracy says they only need one answer. Linda says they need to tell the computer which letters to use, first, last or progressing. Reese suggests progressing as first is too easy. She types it in and the computer runs through the combinations.

Nick is still working with his handwritten list.

Tracy asks Linda about the dice revolving onscreen, and learns that they get bored. The first answer is gibberish. Reese asks if they get to buy another vowel.

Nick turns to the next page and writes the first letter of each word (sohtnj) across the top of the page, writing St. John on the next line. He gives a small disbelieving shake of his head and grumbles it is a church. The sun is rising.

Reese suggests last letters. Linda instructs the computer.

Nick pulls up at the church all bundled up and makes a dash for the door as fast as humanly possible, leaving a smoking trail behind him, along with sounds of pain.

He runs inside the church, letting the door close behind him and leans against the other door. He walks further into the church, looking around as he removes his scarf. He slips on the VR glasses, the gloves already on. He hears VR Rita tell him that she is very impressed. The weapon is hidden somewhere in the church, looking more like herself than her VR self. It is somewhere a vampire would not want to touch.

Tracy, Reese, and Linda are still getting nonsense words. Tracy asks if they are words, hearing Reese give a smartass answer that he was in Lensde the other day earns him a playful tap on the arm from Tracy. She asks what is left, and learns it is first letters. Reese mutters it would work out that way. They get the same first letters Nick did. Tracy comes up with John St. Reese perks up, saying it's St. John as in St. John's church. Tracy comments it is the perfect place for a vampire game.

Inside the game, Nick looks at the baptismal fountain, hearing it is a good guess, but he will never get to it. He reminds her he is not a detective in there, but a vampire. He says she can call him Nicholas de Brabant. She says that the great thing about games is that you can be anyone but yourself, and vanishes. He is given a three-minute warning. His remaining power takes a drop. A pillar with a cross appears behind him.

In reality, Nick sees nothing behind him but the front of the pews. He does not see Rita in the back of the church, her back to the wall. Her sunglasses have only one eyepiece. There is a smirk on her face.

In the game there's about a minute and forty five seconds left as his power drops to nearly non existent, warning him the game's almost over. Rita appears again, telling him there is a dark corner of the psyche, which can be exploited because everyone wants to be someone else. Nick asks what she wants to be and learns she wants to win, as she shoots him with a crossbow. There is a minute and a half left as Nick goes down, the wooden arrow through his heart.

In reality, it is a silence gunshot fired at the same instant the crossbow fired. Rita pulls off her goggles as Nick lies on the floor in pain. He quickly pulls off the sunglasses and works on getting the gloves off despite the pain. She approaches, tells him the perfect crime cannot go on forever, shooting him three more times. She admits the weapon is not in the fountain, but in her hand. He is in even more agony, flat on his back as she turns her back on him. He sits up vamped out and growls softly. He is quickly behind Rita, grabs her, spins her around. He tells her in his dark gravely tone if she is going to play a game, she should know who she's playing against.  She is terrified to see a real vampire. Nick grabs her, roughly pushes her neck to the side and is about to sink his fangs in when he pulls back for the kill, his two halves at war. He gets within an inch of her neck and cannot do it. He turns her around and whammies her into forgetting she saw him vamped out.

Nick breaks the whammy and is holding her by her wrists when backup bursts through the door. Nick turns Rita over to an officer who reads her her rights. Tracy asks Nick if he's okay and hears he is. Nick holds up the gun, hanging off either a finger or a pen, telling them it is the murder weapon. The uniformed officer takes it, being careful not to smudge any prints, or spoil any evidence on the gun. Reese tells Nick he hopes he is right and will run it by Ballistics to be sure. Rita does not look happy to have lost. Reese and Tracy walk away. Tracy handcuffs Rita, telling her there is no get out of jail free card. Rita says she does not care as long as there is a game to play. Nick watches Tracy lead Rita away and the others leave, a concerned, angsty what do I do now look on his face.

Inside the loft, Natalie is studying the VR glasses. They both walk towards the fireplace, a wineglass in his hand, the glasses in hers. She tells him it is a good thing backup arrived because he probably would not have made it to the precinct at eight am with the suspect.  She looks down at the sunglasses and asks if he is going to keep them. He tells he thought about it, virtual vampire, virtual feeding. He's about to take a sip when she reminds him slightly cranky, it's virtual killing. He's stunned, does not take his drink, his shock showing on his face. Her concern shows as she tells him she is worried about him and how addictive games can be.  She says it is up to him. There is a hint of reluctance as he tells her to do whatever she wants with them. She tosses the glasses into the fireplace, puts her hand on his chest and gives him a small grin. He takes her hand, returning the grin. A moment later he walks away. She watches the brightly dancing flames consume the glasses.

The end.

The Human Factor

Season 3, Episode 16

Written by Phil Bedard and Larry LaLonde

Directed by Geraint Wyn Davies

Guest stars:

Janette Ducharme/de Brabant.......... Deborah Duchene

Mario Larouche....................... Jean-Pierre Bergeron

Nancy................................ Soo Garay

Griffin.............................. Katia De Pena

Patrick McDonagh..................... Galen Wyn Davies

Peggy Bolger......................... Lucy Peacock

Officer Peter Schull................. David Blacker

Robert McDonagh...................... David Keeley

Roy Martin........................... Carlo Rota

Inside a motel room, a man is enjoying the cartoons while his girlfriend takes a shower. He hears a knock on the door, answers it, asking what the person wants. A female voice says she wants him and shoots him twice with a silenced gun. She rifles through the room, finds a manila envelope and takes the contents, along with a watch. After she leaves, the girlfriend, Nancy, comes out of the shower. It takes her a few moments to realize he is dead. She screams, backing away horrified.

The room is now a crime scene. Nick and Tracy are questioning Nancy, who tells them she and Mario were both lonely so she came back with him. He is from Montreal. The woman Nancy saw through the window was not in the bar, and she had never seen her before. Natalie approaches after Nancy goes to get dressed, and tells Nick and Tracy it was a small caliber which means Mario knew his shooter or didn't have time to duck. Nick looks out the window.

LaCroix is doing a monologue about the coldness and bleakness of winter. One's heart will not melt, sparing them the grief, sorrow and messiness of life.

Janette is in the driver's seat of a car hearing the Nightcrawler talk about how the coolness of winter soothes the tattered heart.

She flashes back to somewhere between 1995-1996 at the Raven. She offers LaCroix a glass of her finest, which she was saving for a special occasion. She's a little sad as she tells him she's had a few good years there as the club's been her home and allowed her to shelter and mother strays. She pushes the paperwork to him, stunning him, as he has no idea what's going on. He is further stunned to learn she is giving him the club and it shows. He does not like to be surprised, as he likes to know everything going on. He asks why.

A boy's voice snaps Janette out of her flashback, asking if she is okay, sounding a bit concerned. She faces him, telling him she is fine. Patrick's about ten and asks when they can go home. She asks how he would like to spend a few days with Aunt Peggy. He seems to like the idea. He is tired of sitting in the car, as they have been there all day. She gets nervous when Nick's car passes by without stopping. She pulls away.

Inside the precinct, Nancy is working with a sketch artist while Nick and Tracy watch through the blinds. Reese enters and informs them Mario Larouche is a Montreal Arson Inspector who has booked off, and probably on vacation. Nick does not buy the guy coming to town and checking into a cheap motel. Nick cannot believe his eyes as he sees the finished sketch as its Janette.

Nick flashes back to the night he was brought across. He is hungrily drinking from LaCroix's wrist while Janette looks on worried and aroused at the same time.

Reese tells them to send the sketch to Montreal Arson right away and leaves. Nick stares through the window looking angsty, slightly worried and confused.

Inside the Raven, Nick approaches LaCroix and shows him the picture, believing it's Janette. LaCroix tells him there is no way Janette could have been in town this long without him sensing her.  He reminds Nick he too would have felt her presence. Mortal children hide in their parents closets while vampires vanish when they run away. LaCroix says Janette would not shoot an arson investigator. Nick comments his belief it is her picture is more than a hunch. LaCroix tells him Janette did what she had to do. Nick says nothing's simple.

LaCroix flashes back to the night Janette gave him the Raven. She explains that it is her time. Being around Nick has made her doubt herself. LaCroix is not happy to hear this.  She likes what she is and does not want to be drawn to mortals as he is, so she needs to get away and reconfirm her identity. He agrees, stroking the side of her face. She tells him she does not want Nick to know where she is because he already has enough doubt in his life. She asks LaCroix to make sure there is always a place where strays like them can find shelter. He looks away disturbed and upset, as if she would hit too close to home.

In the present, LaCroix looks less happy than before. Nick asks why she left and LaCroix says he never asked. Nick leaves. LaCroix immediately turns away from the bar, commenting she's out there lost like a child in the carnival crowd as he tries to shield himself from unpleasant thoughts and memories. He wonders if she is looking for her parent or enjoying her freedom.

Janette is driving down a street alone, searching for something.

LaCroix comments while freedom may be enjoyed, it is over too quickly and then forgotten and you are alone. He seems to be feeling alone, deserted.

Janette has stopped at a traffic light when another car pulls up beside her and opens fire. She quickly ducks out of the way.

Nick is distracted as he enters the loft, lights the fireplace and shuts the blinds, thinking about the night he came across. He is drinking from LaCroix's wrist until he yanks it away. Janette welcomes him back. He does not see a woman dressed in a jeans jacket and sweater standing behind him, until she says hello. Nick turns around and is shocked to see Janette standing there.  He cannot believe it. He is happier to see her than she is to see him. He mentions the shooting and she admits to killing Larouche, and what a difficult position she put Nick in, but she has to find some information before the person who shot at her tonight finds it. He is still staring at her stunned. She tells him to either arrest her or help her.

Inside the bullpen, Reese asks if Nick is in yet, learning he is not. Tracy tells him about the picture the twenty-third posted of a car found shot up and abandoned by the convention center. It had Quebec plates and was registered to Robert McDonagh.  McDonagh was an arson investigator who was shot and killed in Montreal two weeks ago. They have no leads at the moment. When she is not sure if it is related to their Jane Doe, he tells her to keep investigating.

Inside the loft, Janette comes downstairs and learns Nick did not sleep. She is very relieved to learn he will help her. He books off for the night.  He asks if she never intended to see him again, and leave without an explanation, hearing it is for the best, which he disagrees with. She says she left because of him and his quest for mortality. A vampire must have a cold heart and cannot allow loss to infect them as they are always around death. LaCroix knew it and agreed. After 800 years, he could no longer live without his humanity. It's long time to live with a cold heart. He tells her he would have helped her, hearing she was used to her immortality, and knew all the suffering his quest has caused him. She went to Montreal because it was like Paris, but not so far away and fell into the very dilemma she was trying to avoid. He asks what she means but only hears they must go.

Inside the Caddy, she shows him the key and tells him it is for a Civic Center locker containing $50,000 and the directions for the next fire Larouche was to set.  Nick asks where the money is from, and learns it was from a Toronto real estate broker who had Larouche sent, then cover a bunch of arson fires in Montreal. Nick comments, a bit confused, she left to confirm the vampire within and got involved in that mess.

Reese approaches Tracy, having just learned Nick called in sick and informs Tracy as she's about to leave. She tells him Robert has a friend in Oxbridge and hears she should follow up on it. She heads out to do so.

In the Caddy, Nick comments he is just supposed to go where she says. She realizes she needs to tell him more and explains that Larouche framed a friend of hers for the cover up, and then killed him. He comments that the information in the locker will clear her friend, and doing this is quite the humanitarian thing to do. She tells him he has taken injustice into his hands before. Both are a little cranky.  He tells her he gets it.

Inside the house of Robert's sister, Tracy is talking with Mrs. Bolger. Tracy tells her they found Robert's car abandoned and learns his girlfriend. Janette de Brabant was probably the one driving it. She and Robert's son Patrick are in town to visit her brother and are staying with her for a few days. Tracy pulls out the sketch and Bolger identifies the woman as Janette, asking if anything's wrong. Tracy explains she is looking for Janette to ask her a few questions. Bolger tells them Patrick might know where she is, and asks if Tracy wants her to wake him. When Tracy tells her that would be helpful, Bolger leaves to wake Patrick.

Inside the Caddy, Nick learns Janette loved Robert more than he can imagine. His son, Patrick, does not understand why his father was killed. She will not allow Patrick to grow up believing his father is a criminal. Patrick's mother died five years ago. Nick is shocked to learn she is now Patrick's mother and legal guardian.

Inside the Bolger house, Patrick learns Janette's okay, but Tracy does not sound totally convincing. Patrick tells them she went to visit her brother Nicholas, but does not know if his last name is de Brabant. When he mentions having a picture of her brother, Tracy asks if she can see it. While Patrick is gone, Bolger learns that Janette is a material witness in a murder. Bolger is stunned, asking if she thinks Janette's the killer. Before Tracy can enter, Patrick returns with a black and white picture of Janette and her brother. Even though the brother is only seen in profile, Tracy's shocked, concerned and confused to discover it's her partner.

As Nick and Janette enter the Civic Center, he asks how she and Robert met. She flashes back to the event as she tells Nick she was living in one of the buildings that Larouche had torched, and was rescued by Robert. He was a fire fighter. She could not comprehend his heroic feat of risking his mortal life to save her immortal one. She was the sixth victim he had saved from the fire. She was envious of his courage and mortality, which made her realize Nick's quest was right. Nick tells her it is strange to hear that coming from her.  She found it strange to find the truth she was running in Nick, in Robert. They were together from that night on. He had been injured and was transferred to the Arson squad, where all the trouble with Larouche started. Nick is confused, asking how they could be together, and if she told Robert what she was.

Janette flashes back to her time with Robert and Patrick, as a family. She has her arms around Patrick as she tells him a story about Napoleon. She is acting very much like a mother. Robert enters, worried about something, sits down by them, and listens to her story. Shortly after she finishes, she sends Patrick to bed. He reluctantly says goodnight, hugs and kisses both of them and heads off to bed.

Janette sits across the couch from Robert. He comments on her story, causing her to ask what if it is true. They both grow serious as they talk about her deep dark secretive past. She points out the fact that she stays out of the sunlight, does not eat or drink. He notices they have never had sex. He wants to know where it's going and is shocked when she puts his hand on her chest and there is no heartbeat. He's further stunned and alarmed when he finds no pulse. She tells him she would never hurt him, and if he loves her, he has to listen. She's older than and has seen more things than he can imagine. She ducks her head and when she looks at him her eyes are vampire yellow, but her fangs are not showing.

Nick asks her how Robert took it, hearing it was a long night, but love conquers all. He learns Robert said he knew all about the cover up and wanted in.

She flashes back to overhearing Robert and Larouche talking about how Larouche gets $50,000 per building, it speeds up development, and he saved them twelve million last year. Robert tells Larouche he does not want to kill people. She could not believe it, especially when Larouche says some squatters are caught but the fire fighters always get them out.  She growls as she remembers the fire. She flashes back to being rescued by Robert. She hears Mario telling Robert he can retire in a few years. Robert says he will think about it and get back to him.

In the present, Janette tells Nick Robert had no intentions of going through with it, but wanted confirmation of the cover up. He underestimated Larouche's ruthlessness. Nick says it is a common mistake. They are inside the Civic Center, heading for the locker. Before long, Nick realizes they are not alone. Those following them are waiting for Nick and Janette to open the locker. Nick tells Janette they will come back for the locker's contents later.   They start running and several shots are fired. Janette goes down, a red spot on her shoulder from where she was hit. Nick is shocked by this and her admission she is mortal. A female officer orders them to freeze as she quickly approaches. Nick takes hold of Janette and takes to the sky, eluding the officer and many questions he did not want to try to answer.

Inside Natalie's lab, she is working as Nick enters. She tells him he missed some of her best work, as the body is removed from the room. Nick tells Natalie he needs a favor, which concerns hers because they are never simple things like borrowing her car. She learns he needs that too. She is shocked when he pulls Janette into the room, explaining she has been shot. Natalie is shocked when Janette grimaces as she touches the wound, and sees Janette is warm. She is further shocked to see Janette has a normal pulse, hearing she's mortal. Janette looks worried. Natalie cannot believe Janette's achieved what she and Nick have been working on for the last six years. She cannot believe a vampire she knows made it back.

At the Civic Center, the female officer identifies the woman in the picture as the one the guys were trying to kill her and the blonde with her. She tells Reese that the blonde guy quickly hustled the woman out after she was shot. Tracy says they have all the hospitals covered. Reese comments it is beginning to sound more complicated than they think it is. Tracy agrees. She starts to tell Reese something, but changes her mind.

Inside Natalie's office, she is not happy with the situation, telling them she has nothing against vampires regaining mortality, angrily asking how she's going to explain it. She is rather cranky as she bandages Janette's shoulder, commenting on sewing up a confessed killer and forgetting to file the paperwork. Her mood does not improve as Nick tells her to take it easy, telling him she would like to. Janette apologizes for getting them both involved. Natalie asks how and is surprised to learn Janette fell in love, getting Natalie's total attention, and offering hope. Janette says she almost seemed to know it was possible from the first time she drank Robert's blood as they made love. Natalie looks at Nick, her expression almost asking if he would consider it.

Janette flashes back to making love with Robert for the first time. They finish the physical aspect. He looks at her and offers his neck. She vamps out and sinks her fangs into his neck. She drinks from him for a couple of moments before she pulls back, still vamped out. She seems at peace as she lays her head on his chest.

In the present, Nick asks what made her stop. She says Robert's blood was inside her. It is like nothing a mortal could ever know. Natalie seems a little embarrassed by the conversation as she listens. Janette says blood calms the hunger, but there was something else in the blood that calmed her heart and felt warm. Each time they made love she needed to take less and less blood. Natalie's shocked, looking up at Nick, wondering why he has not suggested it. Janette says she does not know why it worked, maybe they were meant to be together. Natalie is still trying to take it all in, and tells them that cannot be all there is to it, slightly sarcastic and angry. Janette's tone becomes sadder as she tells them there was a price to be paid.

Janette flashes back to Robert's being killed by a sniper on a nearby roof. He makes her promise to look after Patrick. She franticly tells him not to die because she can save him.  She tries to vamp out but cannot. She lets out a heart-shattering yell of denial as she looks at the sky.

In the morgue, Janette tells them she does not know if it was the lovemaking or Robert's blood that changed her. When she could not bring him across 800 years of repressed emotion was released. She thought she was going to die, and could feel the vampire dying, but the killer lingered. It disappeared completely once she killed Larouche. She tells them she is willing to confess and take her punishment. Nick asks about Patrick and hears he has an Aunt and Uncle how truly love him, just as she does. Natalie's telephone rings. She answers it and learns they are about to have visitors. She informs Nick and Janette. She tosses Nick a large pill bottle telling Janette to take one every four hours. Natalie's quite frustrated, angry about several other things, including Janette's being mortal, how she accomplished it, Nick never telling her it was possible, or being willing to try. Janette calls Aunt Peggy to make sure everything is all right.

In the bullpen, Tracy is staring at the picture of Nick and Janette, angrily wondering what is going on.

The phone rings at Aunt Peggy's but all's not well as a silenced gun is set on the table as a man answers the phone. The scene cuts back and forth between the morgue and Peggy's house.  Janette learns Patrick and Peggy have been taken hostage and will be exchanged for the key. Nick takes the telephone and listens in, hearing the message repeated. Nick is nowhere near as worried as Janette is.

Nick and Janette head for Peggy's house in Natalie's car, as he reassures her they will do it her way. She comments they will kill anyone just because they want to and are used to doing it.

Inside Peggy's house, one bad guy is watching out the window while the other rigs the house to be the next arson fire. Peggy and Patrick are tied to chairs. She is more worried and scared than he is.

Inside the morgue hallway, Tracy approaches Natalie telling her she thinks Nick is involved with the female suspect in the shooting.  Natalie asks what makes her think that and is shown a photocopy of Patrick's photo of Janette and her brother. Tracy tells her Patrick said it's Janette's brother, Nicholas. Natalie's a little worried and tries to cover it up as she says it looks a little like Nick, but he does not have any family, so it cannot be him. Tracy suspects Natalie knows more than she's saying and is frustrated by this. Natalie tells Tracy she knows Nick and he always tries to do the right thing. She leaves. Tracy knows Natalie is right and is torn between telling Reese and letting Nick work it out for himself, not happy he ran off without word.

Nick and Janette approach Peggy's front door, and are told to come in by one of the arsonists.

Inside, they see Peggy and Patrick tied up. Both Nick and Janette refuse to hand over the key until the hostages are freed. The arsonists refuse to do so until they have the key. One arsonist puts away his gun, and Nick pulls out the key. Once he hears the hostages will be untied once the bad guys get the key, Nick tosses it onto the table. The head bad guy orders the hostages cut loose. One bad guy looks like he's about to untie a hostage until Janette tries to attack and is shot. Patrick is scared. Nick and Janette are fired at until they both drop to the floor. One arsonist tosses the trigger to the other, who presses it, causing the vodka bottle to explode into a fireball, which quickly spreads. Nick rushes to Janette's side and sees she is seriously injured and in great pain. She tells him to take care of Patrick. Nick quickly unties Peggy and Patrick, convincing Patrick to get his aunt to safety, even though he wants to go to his mom and calls out to her. When she nods for him to go, he does. The fire's closing in on them as Nick tells Janette he can save her by bringing her across. She tells him no, repeatedly. He desperately does not want to lose her. Nick holds her head as she passes out, dying. Most of the room is enveloped in fire as Nick vamps out, letting out a heart-shattering roar of anguish.

Inside the morgue freezer, Natalie tells someone she studied Janette and learned a combination of the huge dose of beta-blockers and Norephrine caused by the huge trauma caused her to become mortal. She cheerfully tells him they are doing the right thing and has proof, because she is pregnant. Nick rushes in and they happily embrace, then kiss.

Reese's voice comes over a speaker distracting them, asking them where the hell Nick is as there has been a double murder at the Civic Center, and he's to get there ASAP. It turns out it was all a strange dream. He is bothered by it.

Inside the Civic Center, Tracy asks Nick if he is okay, hearing he is and thanks her for covering for him. She says she hopes she did the right thing, not wanting it to come back and bite her on the butt later. He too hopes he did the right thing. She tells Nick they found the information in the locker showing Larouche was into some pretty dirty stuff with a very prominent Toronto builder. Natalie approaches asking if everything has been smoothed over. He tells her he believes so. Patrick will be okay with his aunt and uncle. She says she hopes so because he has been through a lot. Nick fills her in on what happened with Janette and Robert, explaining he can't take that sort of risk with her life, showing just how much he cares for her by putting her safety over his shot at mortality. She says she understands and is okay with it, her tone matching her words. She keeps repeating that there were extraordinary circumstances. She learns he's okay, and says it's good because his day just got off to a bad start. She unzips one of the body bags to reveal the fang marks on the victim's neck, and angrily glares at him before leaving. He zips the bag up, sensing someone around.

The sun's rising as LaCroix comments that it's strange how things turned out, looking at the picture of Janette Leonardo painted as it's back at the loft. He says Leonardo could not capture all of her beauty. Through hellish trauma, she achieved what Nick has tried to and lost her one in a billion happenstance thanks to him. He says he does not know whether to laugh or cry. Nick comments Janette must've left the painting there today. LaCroix comments that Nick has not told him everything, as it seems he lost a daughter and regained a son. LaCroix leaves.

The end.
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Inside a domestic abuse shelter, Laura is treating a battered woman's injuries. She tells her that she can stay as long as she needs shelter, but she must not have any contact with whoever is abusing her for a minimum of the next three weeks. No calls or visits as it is a cooling off period. Laura leaves and leans against the wall looking exhausted. Inside, the woman curls up on the bed and cries.

Laura's startled by a scream coming from a room down the hallway and runs to it. The doors locked. She frantically searches for the right key as she worriedly calls out Julie's name, telling her to open the door. She finally gets the door unlocked and finds a woman's body on the floor, having been stabbed several times. A teen huddles in the corner hysterical. Laura approaches the teen who latches onto Laura, telling her her father was there and killed her mother. Laura pulls Julie to her feet and leads her out of the room, an arm around her shoulders. Julie never releases her grip on Laura's arm.

Inside Tracy's apartment, she is just about ready for work when her doorbell rings. She answers it and is surprised to see her mother there. Barbara tells her daughter she wanted to surprise her. Barbara tells Tracy she could not find a room anywhere in town, learning it is because of the film festival. She hugs her daughter, flinching when she feels the holstered semi-automatic weapon. She gives Tracy a light, uncomfortable hug. Tracy crosses her arms, trying to hide the gun as Barbara says she has business in town. Tracy says she hates to run but she has to work. She tells mom she is welcome to stay and if she is there on Saturday, they can do something together. Her mom says she would like that. Tracy gets a telephone call. Barbara seems disappointed and hurt as she hears Tracy's side of the conversation. Tracy hangs up and tells Barbara to make herself at home. Her mother tells her baby it is good to see her again and lightly hugs her. She tells Tracy to be careful. Tracy says she will and leaves.

TV news reporters are outside the shelter. A male reporter says the safe house can no longer be called that after the brutal homicide there tonight. Nick tells the reporters the show is over. The location of the safe house was confidential until the reporters showed up. They say they have a right to be there. Nick whammies them into leaving.

Inside Julie's room, Natalie is examining the body while Reese examines the broken window. There is more glass outside than inside the room. Natalie tells Nick she stopped counting the stab wounds at twenty, from a sharp knife. Tracy tells Reese there is no sign of the weapon. Reese learns the APB on Jack Henderson went out, top priority. It will be on every law enforcement fax machine in the Western Hemisphere. She hands him a copy. He tells her to check the hospitals, clinics and pharmacies, as Henderson might be hurt and looking for help. Nick is disgusted that Henderson had three priors for spousal abuse, got a fine, community service and counseling for punishments.

Outside the room, Nick and Tracy interview Laura Stone. She tells Nick she appreciates his keeping the cameras at bay. Women's lives depend on the anonymity of the place. Nick says he hopes he did enough. Tracy tells she is going to take Julie down to the ER to be checked out before they go downtown for her statement. Nick tells Laura she should be there for Julie. Laura tells Nick he must see abuse and domestic violence all the time. Nick's expression and voice are grim as he tells her you never get used to it.

Nick flashes back to 1850 San Francisco's Chinatown. LaCroix and Nick are at a cockfight. LaCroix comments it is a shame one of the beautiful birds has to die and hopes it is not the one he bet on. Nick sees a Chinese man beating his concubine. LaCroix tells him she is property and her master can do whatever he wants. Nick approaches as the man is slapping her hard. Nick slaps him really hard and threatens to kill him if he hurts her again. He runs off, afraid of Nick, giving her a vengeful look. LaCroix watches amused. Nick tells the woman she can come with him if she has no where else to stay. She runs off to her master, saying he will beat her if she is late. Nick cannot understand how she runs back to her tormenter. LaCroix says she know she is nothing without him.

Inside the interview room, Julie tells Tracy she tried to get her mom to leave her dad for almost as long as she could talk. One of her earliest memories is her dad beating her mom unconscious. Tracy compassionately says she wants to hear the whole story. She tells Tracy he followed her mother, who was supposed to drop off some clothes and stuff because she did not have much when she left. She had to get out of there because he was coming after her again. Tracy is disturbed. Julie says he was going to rape her. Tracy shows empathy shows for Julie, and disgust for the father.

Inside the observation room, Laura tells Nick and Reese that as long as Henderson is out there, Julie's in danger. Nick says they could put Julie in protective custody until he is caught. Reese comments if Henderson is the one they are looking for. Laura asks if he's has seen Henderson's record, telling her he did, but they have a long way to go before they can make a case against him. She knows the laws in that area as well as anyone. Laura tells them she has something to show them, and sees their questioning looks.

Laura, Nick and Reese enter the interview room where Laura tells Julie to show them, if they want the cops to understand. Laura tells them that Julie was fourteen when her father repeatedly raped her, threatening to kill her if she ever told anyone. Julie told. Gloria confronted her husband, and was beaten so badly that the women had to take a cab to the hospital. Julie is upset by all the painful memories being dragged up, tears in her eyes. She unbuttons the top two buttons and lets her sweater fall down exposing the back of her shoulder, which is a mass of scar tissue. Tracy winces and looks away sick, totally revolted a father could do that to their child. Laura tells them those were Julie's punishment for telling the truth and seeking help. Julie rebuttons her sweater. Laura hands Nick Julie's hospital file. Tracy cannot look at them. Nick is completely repulsed as he reads the file. Reese is disturbed. Laura says Gloria and Julie were so terrified of Jack they lied about how they were injured. Laura reminds them Julie saw her father kill her mother. Nick and Reese let her know they cannot arrest him without evidence.

Inside the bullpen, Tracy talks to her dad, letting him know Barbara's staying with her, but does not know why. She does not know anything about her mom suing her father and asks where else is her mom supposed to go. She tells him she won't be around mom much, but will try to keep a lid on it when she is, asking her dad if it's okay.

Reese is going over Julie's videotaped statement because something about it does not seem quite right. She says her father followed her mother and must have come up the fire escape. He was like a madman. He went after her mother and pulled out a knife. Tracy asks if she tried to stop him. She did. Reese replays it. Nick enters a little confused by the Captain's watching the tape. Reese tells Nick he wants to keep Julie. The father's story is still out there. He is not letting Julie go until he has to. Nick says Jack Henderson was there at some point because they found his fingerprints. The DNA is not done yet. They have samples and stains consistent with his type. Reese asks if any is mixed with the victim's blood, hearing none is so far.

Nick heads for his desk hearing Tracy still arguing with her father over her mother's drinking. The divorce and settlement is her business and mom is not happy about it either. Her father tells her he loves her and she says she loves him. She tells him she's being careful and hangs up. Nick asks if she has a headache, seeing her massaging her temples. She miserably tells him it is a family thing. Reese tells them they just got a tip from a clinic in Parkdale, which thinks Henderson is there being stitched up by a doctor.

In the Caddy, Tracy checks and rechecks her gun. Nick teases her that it is loaded asking if she is expecting trouble. She says he is lucky he does not have a family, even if it is a drag around the holidays. She says family is not all it is made out to be. Nick sympathetically asks if she has problems. Tracy says it is her parents. Sometimes she does not know if she is supposed to be their daughter or their referee. Nick looks concerned.

Inside the interview room, Julie is asleep at the table. Laura enters and gently lays her hand on Julie's, waking her. Julie asks why cannot she go home, hearing she is safe there. Laura says she will stay as long as she can, reassuring the teen, they will catch her father, and he will not get away with it. He will get what he deserves. She looks in Reese's direction, even if he is on the other side of the one-way glass. Reese watches them, still troubled.

Inside the clinic, the doctor is stitching up a long bloody cut running down the entire length of the underside of Henderson's forearm. She asks how he was cut, looking at him a little nervously. Henderson says he was fixing up around the house. Two doctors on the other side of the window nervously examine something. Their expressions show Henderson is definitely the suspect. The doctor puts a bandage on the cut and leaves saying she needs more bandages. He is suspicious seeing there are plenty on the tray.

Nick takes the front while Tracy takes the side. Inside the clinic, Nick meets the doctor bandaging Henderson. She ushers several patients away from the area for their own safety. Nick goes through the doorway, gun lowered for a quick response and finds the bed and room empty. Tracy is walking down the alley behind the building, gun drawn. The side door busts open and Henderson runs out, pushing Tracy down. He runs but does not get far as she grabs his ankle tripping him. He falls face down and is straddled by Tracy, seated on his butt, her gun to the back of his head as she identifies herself. She orders him not to move. He lifts his head and chest as far as he can, causing her to pull back on the hammer. She angrily tells him to give her a reason, calling him a son of a bitch. Nick runs up to her and puts his hand on her arm, trying to calm her down, telling her to take it easy. It is done. She does not respond. Nick wonders if she will shoot the suspect. He calls her name, and shakes her arm lightly. She gets off the suspect, lowers her weapon and backs up. Nick straddles Henderson and cuffs him. Nick walks over to Tracy and says it is okay, putting his hand on her arm for reassurance. She is not happy.

A police car pulls away, its lights flashing, Henderson in the back seat. Tracy finishes her interview of the doctor, who goes back inside. Nick approaches, showing Tracy a clear evidence bag full of papers, different sizes and colors. They are straight from Henderson's pockets. There are maps of Collingwood and Muskota, cottage country, and very fugitive-friendly places. Nick says Henderson seemed to be holed up at the Sunderland Hotel and called in a warrant. Lab boys were sent to search his hotel room. Tracy says it is too much to hope he left the weapon there. Nick says he probably ditched it where it could not be found. He teases her that mud works for her. She grins. Tracy tells Nick she will go home and clean up after they skewer Henderson at the precinct. Nick tells Tracy she really wants Henderson. She says she knows they are not supposed to get emotionally involved, but she is having a hard time with this case. He tells her he knows.

Inside the precinct, Reese approaches Julie and Laura, letting them know her father's been arrested. Julie jumps up in relief, asking if she can leave. Reese tells her he would like to go over her statement again. Julie's disappointed and tells him whatever it takes. Reese has Julie start from the beginning, her mom and dad were fighting, asking if they were living together today. She tells him not really. He moved to Collingwood a few months ago and came back for some stuff. Reese asks Julie if she was living with her mom. She was. Things started up again after her father came back and she had to get out. She went to Laura's needing somewhere to stay. Reese does not believe her story.

Inside an interview room, Henderson tells Nick and Tracy Julie is lying. Nick angrily leans down and asks Henderson to tell them how he killed his wife. Henderson says he did not. Tracy asks where the knife is and is told to ask Julie. Nick's confused, tells him he finds it hard to believe he is saying Julie killed her mother. Henderson explains Gloria brought him over to make peace with Julie. She wanted reconciliation. Tracy looks at Nick a little confused, not quite believing the story. Nick gives her the same slightly confused look.

Nick flashes back to 1850 Chinatown and kneels down beside the lifeless concubine. She is bleeding from her mouth. Nick's concerned and disturbed by her death.

In the interrogation room, Nick angrily asks if his wife wanted to reconcile with the man who had beaten her within an inch of her life, and might kill her next time. Henderson says he is not the same guy. He does not drink anymore and did things to his family he is honestly ashamed of. He got help and changed. They learn Henderson has a place in Collingwood. He ran because Julie was coming after him and would have killed him too had he not dove through the window. There is a flashback to he and Gloria entering, Gloria first. Julie comes at them with a large knife and stabs her mother. Henderson dives out the window head first, shattering it. Henderson looks Nick squarely in the eyes and tells him Julie wanted no part in any reconciliation. He ran from the hospital because he was afraid no one would listen to his side of the story because of his record. Julie was mad at her mother for suggesting they could be a family. Nick retrieves a bagged knife from the officer, learning it was found in Henderson's hotel room. They are testing the blood found everywhere. Nick shows the knife to Henderson, asking if it looks familiar. Henderson denies it until he learns where they got it. Henderson reluctantly admits it is his. He used it to cut his clothes off when he was bleeding to death. Tracy glares at Henderson. He asks why cannot they consider he might be telling the truth. Nick's furious and it shows as he darkly whispers he's has not been honest with them.

Tracy comes home to change. She enters her dimly lit apartment and sees her mom drinking brandy. She asks what happened, calling Tracy honey. Tracy tells her mom she got into it with a suspect. She tells mom she thought she stopped drinking. Barbara says she drinks on special occasions. Tracy asking what is so special, is it because it's Wednesday. Tracy asks if her mom knows how much trouble her drinking caused her dad. Barbara grabs her daughter's arm, telling Tracy she knows it was not because her drinking, but who her father wound up in bed with. Tracy pulls free telling her mom she does not want to hear it. Her mom tells her how much it hurts, all those nights she spent wondering if her peace officer husband was going to make it home alive. Tracy washes the dirt off as her mom says she deserves a drink for putting up with him and his brothers. Tracy asks about herself, telling her mom she will never win that old argument. She wanted to be a cop or she would not be one. Tracy is upset by the rehash, and it shows. Her mom says she never considered anything else. She wanted something better for her daughter, and did not want to worry about her as well. She is sick from worrying. Tracy coldly counters that mom's drinking only made her sicker. Barbra coldly tells Tracy to wait until she is as lonely as mom is, and harshly says she is heading that way. Tracy slaps her mother hard. Her mom's surprised, but not surprised. Tracy's immediately horrified. She cannot believe she hit her mother. Barbara tells Tracy she likes to think of herself as her own person, but she is not, and never will be. She is what her father made her, a cop. She never had a choice. Barbara says she is sorry she came to visit but had no where else to go. Tracy is still stunned she hit her mother.

Inside Natalie's lab, she tells Nick the knife from Henderson's hotel room is not the murder weapon. There was no trace of Gloria's blood on it. She pulled the tip of the murder weapon out of Gloria's sternum. The force of the blow shattered the ribcage, embedding the tip in the bone. The two knives were a similar metal, but could be from a matching set. She says she is seeing more and more cases like it and it's really starting to get to her. Nick says it is an old story that does not seem to want to end.

Nick flashes back to 180 Chinatown. Nick tells LaCroix it is not right and someone should do something. LaCroix reminds Nick he had his chance and did nothing. Nick says maybe he should help her, and hears not to be a fool. Nick leaves. Nick hears a woman's scream and runs towards it, finding Mei-Loong on the floor with her throat slit, blood running out of the corner of her mouth. Nick tells her he is sorry, stopping as he realizes she's dead. Nick vamps out and takes off. LaCroix's followed Nick and after he has gone, he sinks his fangs into Mei-Loong's neck.

Inside the bullpen, several night shift officers watch the news, Nick included. There's another broadcast from outside the safe house as the reporters doesn't realize they're responsible for it no longer being a safe house. They comment on the suspect in custody being the victim's husband, who has a history of spousal abuse. Reese is not happy to learn from Schmidt the forensics boys started the search before the warrant was rubber-stamped, and prematurely seized stuff. The Crown is uptight over it, as they have lost cases on the same precedent twice. All the evidence found in Henderson's room is inadmissible. Henderson will walk unless they find the murder weapon and get a full confession, maybe a videotape of the murder. Schmidt tells them the eyewitness and blood from the scene is circumstantial nothing, without the murder weapon. The witness is prejudiced and suspect because of a history of drug abuse and emotional problems. Nick says Julie has been sexually abused. They all know Henderson did it. Laura approaches, inquires and learns Henderson will get away with it. There is no evidence of his wife's blood on him, his clothes or in his room. Natalie's one hundred percent sure the knife found is not the one that killed Gloria. An officer tells them about another attack at the safe house. Laura runs out of there.

Inside the house, an injured woman is being loaded onto a stretcher. Tracy asks how it happened as the place is supposed to be covered by uniforms. They figure her husband saw the news report, stalked her and got her on her way home from the corner store. There is an APB out on the husband. Laura's frustration shows as she rants she has to get everyone out and find new places for them as it's no longer a safe house. Henderson opened up all the trouble and now they can't make a case against him. She asks how they can sleep at night and rationalize their incompetence as she leaves.

Inside the precinct, Reese releases Henderson on his own recognizance, against his better judgment. Henderson learns his car's been impounded for evidence and will be released whenever the papers are done, he tells them to keep it because it is a rental. Henderson signs for his things. Reese asks if Henderson will stay in touch. Henderson gives him his address and telephone number, telling Reese he can have him tailed if he wants. Reese says he may do it himself. Henderson says he is sorry for what happened to his ex-wife. Nick and Tracy enter a few minutes later. Nick says he wants to go back to the shelter and see if he can find anything to nail Henderson before he leaves town. Reese tells Tracy to come with him as they go over Julie's story one more time before releasing her. Tracy says Laura's looking for some temporary shelter and will take Julie until it blows over. Reese says it is good. Tracy's about to follow Reese when she sees her mother and asks if she can join him. Reese nods and leaves. Tracy approaches her mom.

Inside the old shelter, Laura walks down a hallway, until she reaches the corner and totally breaks down into tears. She pulls herself together and uses her cell phone.

In the interview room, Julie's awoken from her nap as she's told Reese would like to speak to her before she's released and she has a call on line three. Julie tells Laura they are letting her soon. Laura is a little upset as she tells Julie she cannot pick her up, so they are to give Julie a ride to Laura's apartment. Laura says she has something important to do. They had to her father go because they screwed up the evidence. She needs to know where her father was staying in town.

Inside the old shelter, Laura opens her door and heads straight for her desk. She pulls open a drawer and pulls out a stack of photos.. Some have a younger her with an infant. Others show her older, bloody, battered. She crumples up the final picture and reaches into her drawer again, pulling out the semi-automatic and box of ammunition. She pulls out four bullets and starts loading the empty clip.

Inside the precinct, Tracy tells her mom to go back to her place because she is not going to find a place to stay. Barbara turns her down, saying she is going home. She is sorry she got her involved. She did not mean to. She thought she could sneak into town, do her thing with the lawyers and get out. She did really want to see Tracy, and could not resist. Tracy tells her mom she really wants her to stay; she wants to work it out. Her mom says they will, in time. Tracy apologizes for hitting her, telling her she does not know why. She is still disturbed by it. Barbara chuckles, telling Tracy it only hurt her pride. It takes a lot more than that to killer her. Tracy looks at the table troubled.

Inside the interview room, Julie is waiting to be released. Reese goes into more detail about the clothing her mother was supposed to bring, what kind of a bag it was in, how her father got into the room with Laura's good security. Julie says he smashed through the window in an insane rage. She remembers her father stabbing her mother. Reese says forensics was all over the room and found no clothing bag. They found her father's fingerprints on the outside of the door to her room, and determined the window was broken from the inside out. Julie nervously looks around, refusing to look at Reese.

Nick enters Laura's office, sees a bullet on the floor and realizes what she is doing.

Laura's parked across the street and sees Henderson comes out of the hotel.

LaCroix comments the wind carries a lonely woman's cry for justice from beyond the grave. Nick flashes back to the Chinese woman who died in his arms as he listens to the Nightcrawler. LaCroix asks what is sweeter than exacting justice from those who hurt them, and what is more perfect than a swiftly moving law.

As LaCroix finishes, Laura fires off two shots. Henderson falls to the ground. Laura approaches, sees him trying to get up, and fires off two more shots. He is dead. A police car arrives. Laura quietly sets her gun down, and is taken into custody.

Nick flashes back to 1850 Chinatown. He tracks Wei into an abandoned warehouse and drains him. In the present, It takes a repeat from the dispatcher to catch Nick's attention. She reports a 10-57 in progress outside the Sunderland Hotel; repeating shots have been fired. A unit is en route. She asks Nick to respond. Nick seems a little groggy, as if he does not want to go or should not as if he did not deserve help.

Inside the interview room, Julie is giving them a full confession. She does not know why her parents stayed together so long. She hated her mother for it, for keeping her at home, for trying to keep the family together. Natalie watches from the observation room. Nick enters. Julie brushes away some tears as she tells them her mother brought her father over that night because he wanted to apologize. She did not want to hear it. She remembers coming at her mother with the large knife but does not know what happened. She stutters that she snapped. She remembers stabbing her mother. Tracy remembers slapping her mother. Nick and Natalie seem a little disturbed, but have some sympathy for Julie. Julie says she was angry with her mother for betraying her. She does not know how many times she stabbed her mother. Tracy looks a little sick. Julie says she wanted to kill her father too. Nick starts to walk away and Natalie watches, he stops a few feet away, looking like it is his fault. Tracy asks Julie what she did with the knife. Julie sits against the wall of her room, the knife in her hands as it sinks in and terrifies her. Natalie silently walks up to Nick and puts her hand on his shoulder. He gives her a pained expression. Tracy asks Julie where the knife is. Julie remembers dropping it down a ventilation grill at the bottom of the wall right next to her, but does she tell them?

The end
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A teenager, Joey sees Henry inject himself before returning to his weightlifting workout. They talk after the work out.

Inside the wrestling ring, two wrestlers, Nitro and BullDozer, are working on a promo. Joey watches from ringside. Each wrestler looks like they will win, but Nitro wins. Henry is lying on the mat in too much pain to get up, but does not want Joey to see this so he sends him to the locker room for towels.

Joey hears noises inside the locker room and enters. He sees BullDozer, calls out to him, but there is no response. The wrestler is busy breaking Nitro's neck as Nitro fights back. A dead Nitro has dropped to the bench. Joey's scared, tells Nitro to stop playing around and leaves.

Natalie tells Nick the victim's third cervical vertebrae was broken. There are contusions to the face from where someone tried to separate his head from his body. Natalie thinks she might be able to get some prints off the victim's face. The victim is Carl Hilbert, a.k.a. Nitro. They know it requires strength and know how to kill someone that way. It narrows down the suspect list.

Henry tells the officers, Nick and Tracy that he has to find Joey because he saw the murder and took off. Joey lost his parents in a car accident a few years ago, so he is Joey's guardian. Joey helps around the place. Nitro was hard on Joey about his disability, but most of it went over Joey's head.

Natalie gets into her car and is both scared and shocked when Joey pops up in the back seat. She bolts from her car and summons the cops. They order Joey out at gunpoint and shove him into the car. Natalie hears him rambling about not riding with strangers and tells the cops to hold off, realizing he is slow. She introduces herself and learns he's Joey Martin. They go to find Henry, her arm around his shoulder.

Inside, Joey names all the wrestlers until the get to BullDozer, and becomes nervous. Nick and Henry arrive. Joey tells them he saw a bad thing, and once reassured it is okay to tell, he tells them he saw BullDozer wrestling with Nitro. Henry is scared because Joey just nailed him for something he did not do.

Inside the interrogation room, Henry says Nitro was dead when he entered the locker room. Joey sometimes gets confused. Henry admits he probably overreacted to something nasty Nitro said about Joey because he was hyped up for the promos. He went to see the trainer before going to the locker room because he felt a twinge in his back. He asks what is going to happen to Joey. He is Joey's only family. Nick says Henry has to stay there while they check out a few things.

Inside Reese's office, he asks Nick if Joey could be mistaken due to his problems. Natalie tells them a right-handed person broke Nitro's neck at the third cervical vertebrae. Not only is Henry Ellis right handed, but she found his hand print on Nitro's face. She found yellow spandex fibers under Nitro's nails, which matches BullDozer's costume. Tracy informs them the trainer swears he was not anywhere near the wrestling place. Reese says to book Henry on suspicion of murder and call Juvie Hall. Natalie explains Joey will be eaten alive by the other kids there. Joey will run away and might not be so lucky about whose car he gets into. Nick reminds them Joey is their only witness. Reese suggests protective custody. When no one volunteers to take Joey, Natalie does. Reese asks if she knows what she's getting into, making it joint custody with Nick, shocking Nick.

Nick flashes back to 1247 France. Fleur's funeral is over. LaCroix comments that she did not have to die, and will enjoy reminding Nick about that. Nick says it is not what she wanted. LaCroix then reminds Nick that it is not what he wanted. She asked for it. Nick says he did not want her to be as cold as LaCroix. LaCroix asks how is her death better. Nick says he received a letter from her when she knew she was dying, and asked to take care of her son, Andre. LaCroix tells Nick he is kidding if he thinks he can play house and live happily ever after. He can play out the charade if he must, and leaves Nick alone.

Natalie's voice snaps Nick back to the present as she tells them Joey is going to have enough trouble. Tracy says he may remember more if he does not feel pressured. Nick gives in; telling them it is against his better judgment. Reese tells them to set up a backup arrangement with Juvie, just in case. Nick and Natalie leave Reese's office.

In the bullpen, Natalie cheerfully asks his place or hers. He comments that she should go on ahead to his place and he will see them alter. Natalie approaches Joey.

Nick is looking around the crime scene. He spots a rubber glove wearing, wrestler sized, janitor before he could start cleaning. Nick gives him the night off. Nick finds a BullDozer costume stuffed inside a locker, and looks in the direction the janitor went.

Inside the loft, Joey is cooking soup. Natalie realizes that Joey does not know Henry and BullDozer is the same person. Nick enters. Natalie fills him in on things. He asks her not to make him eat soup. He shows her BullDozer's costume, hearing it is one size fits all yellow Lycra. Nick asks if BullDozer said anything to him during the fight. Joey gets upset saying he was really scared. Nick's attempt to whammy Joey does not work. Nick soothingly tells Joey it is okay, when he's very upset and cannot remember.

Later, Joey is asleep on the couch. Nick comments Joey's never going to remember any more, which means his uncle's in prison and he's in a state hospital. He wishes Joey's brain was normal. Natalie tells Nick it was, until the high fever and spinal meningitis he had at age three damaged it. She suggests Nick give Joey a little help. Nick refuses. Natalie says she did not mean bring him across, just give him a tiny bit. Nick says he cannot because he does not know what will happen. It might only be temporary and is not fair to Joey. Natalie reminds Nick that putting Joey's uncle into prison is not fair either. Nick says the investigation is not over yet. Joey wakes up scared. Natalie tells him it is okay and to go back to sleep. Nick heads for his bedroom. Joey asks when Henry's coming home and hears soon. She heads for the fridge, takes out the test tube of Nick's blood, contemplates it a moment before putting it back, torn between helping Joey and not being sure it's the right thing to do.

At sunset inside the loft, Joey's scared, telling Natalie drugs are very bad as he sees her holding the partially filled needle. Henry told him so. Natalie tells him Henry's right, but this is medicine and it will help. He does not like needles, and knows it will hurt. She says it will for a minute and tells him to be brave. He says he is. She prepares his arm and injects him, telling him his wrestling buddies would be proud of him.

Inside the wrestling ring, the boss gives a speech about how Nitro and his explosive performances will be missed. A wrestler rags on Nitro, interrupting the speech. Shark attacks him. They fight. The referee cannot break it up and talks about the upcoming grudge match. The boss/referee is happy when it is ready for postproduction as they are under a time crunch to get it finished in time to replace the Nitro promos.

The janitor approaches the boss and asks for something, hearing the boss does not have time now due to police business. The boss approaches Nick and Tracy.

Inside the boss's office, the boss tells Nick about all the money Henry Ellis cost him and he hopes the guy rots in jail. It takes years to create a star like Nitro or Shark, and Shark's not quite there yet. Henry was never going to make it to the big time and was there to be beaten by Nitro or Shark. Nick asks if frustration was why he snapped, they learn Ellis has been a pain in the butt to work with lately, was moody and picked fights with everyone. The kid is the only reason he has not fired Henry. Nitro was about to bring Henry up on charges before the Wrestling Federation, but he does not know why.

Inside the loft, Natalie is having trouble getting the computer to send a report to her office via the modem. Joey is watching wrestling, but goes to help. He comments that wrestling is stupid. Natalie nervously watches as he works, afraid he will loose the files, telling him it is not a toy. She asks how he's doing and hears he is doing fine. He is not stuttering nearly as much as he did earlier. He tinkers with the machine tells her to try again. She does, it works. She hugs him, confusing him.

Inside the precinct, Henry's interrogated again about what they learned from the boss. Henry tells him it is a personality conflict. They think there is more to it than that, because Nitro went through the trouble of scheduling the meeting with the governing board. Tracy asks what it takes to be thrown out of the IWA and gets no answer. Nick learns it is not gambling or cheating, but drugs. Nick realizes he should have seen it sooner, Henry shows all the classic symptoms of a steroid user. When Henry is faced with admitting it or taking a drug test, he admits it, telling her he is not proud of it. He started years ago when things were not going well and he needed the extra help. He did not expect to be using them so long. Joey does not know. When Joey first came to live with him, he did not care about anything much, then one day he saw BullDozer and that became his hero. They have no idea what it is like to be put on a pedestal.

Nick flashes back to 1247 France. Andre is doing his schoolwork while Nick watches over him, telling him he is doing a very good job. Andre inquires why Nick never eats with him and learns Nick eats after he goes to bed. Andre gets the door when he hears a knock. Once LaCroix has permission to enter, he does so. Nick reluctantly introduces them. LaCroix comments he knew Andre's mother well. Andre says his mother never talked about him and is cut off by Nick and sent to bed. Andre gives Nick a hug and kiss before leaving. LaCroix comments on the boy's similarities to his mother. Nick tells LaCroix that Andre has her personality and fire as well. LaCroix comments it looks like a very loving situation, asking what Andre would think if he learned the truth. Nick says he is planning to tell Andre the truth. It matters who he is, not what he is. LaCroix says he hopes so. Nick realizes his master is up to not good, and asks what he means.

Inside the interrogation room, Nick tells Henry steroids will not get him off a murder rap. Henry tells him it will if he has an alibi. Henry explains he was making a buy at the north stairwell of the arena from the trainer. The same guy who said he did not see him last night. Henry comments the trainer was late, catching the detective's attention. Henry is not too surprised or too happy too learn they cannot keep the steroid thing quiet.

Nick enters the loft and sees Joey typing on the computer and hesitantly approaches, learning from Joey he is doing a data search on the Internet using the university library. Natalie's surprised to hear he needs a password, commenting she thought he was in a chat room. Natalie's surprised to see Nick as she comes out of the downstairs bathroom. She sees his disappointed how could you look and tells him she could not stand by and watch. He asks how much she gave Joey and learns it was no more than two cc's. She tells Nick she helps Joey, he remembers something to free his uncle, who is released and then everything goes back to normal. Nick asks if it includes Joey.

Joey has a small temper outburst when he cannot access something on the computer. Nick intervenes before the computer is smashed. Nick grabs Joey's arm after he smashes a glass, telling him it is okay. Joey tells Nick to let him go, that he is all right. Nick asks Joey if he understands what's going on. Joey explains Natalie gave him a shot, which made him smarter. Joey seems as if he might be starting to regress. Nick grabs Natalie's arm and pulls her across the room. She says Joey is just edgy, which is understandable. Nick comments she did not consider the side effects before injecting him.

Inside a precinct interview room, Joey tells them exactly what happened the night Nitro was killed. He realizes Henry and BullDozer is the same person. He tells them that BullDozer was not wearing a robe, but Henry was, because he put it on him. BullDozer was wearing funny gloves, not leather ones. BullDozer would not talk to him, but Henry would have, making him realize it was not Henry in the locker room. Joey is disturbed when he remembers Henry injecting himself with steroids. Nick asks if Joey's okay. Joey crankily tells them that is all he can remember. Reese says if they can get some collaborating evidence on the steroids, they can release Henry tonight. Reese reminds them they are now without a suspect. Tracy comments Joey seems like a different kid. Nick glares at Natalie, and she glares right back at him.

Inside the morgue, Natalie opens the cooler door, asking Joey if he's sure he wants to go in there, hearing it's stupid to come to the morgue and not see a couple of stiffs. She points out Nitro when asked. Joey pulls the sheet off Nitro's face, commenting it's stupid to use drugs to build muscles. Henry does it. Natalie is a little concerned.

Inside the north stairwell of the arena, Nick stops the trainer as he is leaving, having completed his drug deal.

Inside the boss's office, Nick is on the telephone with Reese telling him they got the drug dealer and Henry's alibi is strong. Reese tells Nick to search the place for a suspect. Nick says he will and hangs up.

Inside Natalie's office, Joey is frustrated because he cannot get the computer to do what he wants. She's watching from across the room. She turns him down when he requests another shot. Henry enters, sees Joey's upset and hears Joey rant about Henry getting shots for his muscles, but he cannot have one for his brain, and wants to know why she will not give him one. Natalie realizes she's been caught and is a little scared. Henry tells Joey to be quiet and they will sort it all out. Joey tells Henry he is not stupid and not to treat him like he is. Henry is shocked and it shows. Henry asks what is going on and Natalie wisely stays silent. Joey knocks an insistent Henry to the floor and runs out. Natalie's alarmed by Joey's reactions and calls after him.

Joey enters the loft, Natalie's medical bag in hand, pulls the test tube from the fridge and studies it.

Inside the arena, Nick and Tracy are searching the lockers. They learn that the janitor, Johnny, does a little bit of everything, including costume fixing. Johnny tried to be a wrestler and washed out, but keeps bugging the boss for another shot. Nick sees the yellow cleaning gloves sticking out of Johnny's back pocket. Johnny bolts. Nick tells Tracy to call it in and takes off after Johnny. Nick chases him down the stairs and a corridor then loses track momentarily, picking up the trail by listening.

Inside the loft, Joey looks in the wooden mirror, hates what he sees and smashes the mirror with something he picks up.

Inside the arena, Johnny thinks he's lost Nick and backs up into Nick. There is a short wrestling match with neither winning, until Nick hears Tracy and the rest of the backup arriving. Backup arrives and sees a partially conscious Johnny seated on the floor.

Inside Natalie's office, Natalie tells Nick over the telephone she is worried because Joey took off with her bag and thinks he is at the loft. Henry is devastated by Joey's words.

In the arena, Nick tells Tracy Natalie's having a little problem Joey and needs her to finish up there. She nods and Nick leaves. Johnny's lead away in handcuffs.

In the loft, Joey's looking around and finds a Raven matchbook.

Nick is flying home as fast as he can.

Nick, Natalie, and Henry enter the loft. Nick sees the stuff from the medical bag on the table and hurries to the fridge, where he discovers the test tube is gone. Joey is gone.

Inside the Raven, Joey is sitting at the bar looking around the busy club. A cute, young woman approaches and they shyly smile at each other. Joey becomes delusional and he sees everyone laughing at him. He screams in terror and smashes a bottle against the counter, breaking it. He grabs the woman and threatens to cut her throat with the bottle. She screams terrified. He uses her as a shield.

Inside the observation room, Reese and Tracy look at Johnny, who made a full confession. He is just a frustrated wrestler who thought taking out some of the competition would help him get a job.

Inside the bullpen, Nick, Natalie and Henry talk about the pills they gave Joey. Natalie explains they had to calm Joey's thought process to get Henry out of prison. Nick says they did not realize it would have side effects, it is their fault and they are sorry. Henry is not happy because Joey knows what he did and he will never again be Joey's hero. He asks if they know how much that hurts and walks away from them. Nick's expression shows he knows exactly how Henry is feeling

Nick flashes back to his time raising Andre. He's in the basement feeding off a dark haired woman, then lets her rest as she's all he has to help him through the day. He tells a blonde he has thought of nothing but her as he feeds off her. Andre steps onto the landing at the top of the stairs. Nick finishes and is startled by another heartbeat, looks up and scares Andre because he is vamped out. Andre's shocked and runs out the door quite upset. Nick calls out Andre's name as LaCroix enters; telling Nick Andre now knows everything. Nick says he would have told Andre. LaCroix asks if Nick would have told him everything, gloating as he leaves. Nick is devastated.

Inside the bullpen, Nick tells Henry that there is an APB out on Joey. Reese approaches and tells them something nasty is going down at the Raven. The description sounds like Joey.

Inside the Raven, Joey is still delusional, and still has his hostage. She says no one is laughing. Everyone is deadly serious and quite concerned. Joey tells them he does not want to hurt her, but if they do not stop laughing, he will. LaCroix comes out and watches even more interested when Nick, Natalie and Henry rush in and to Joey. Joey asks if she has come to see if her experiment is working. She tells him she will take him home. LaCroix is even more curious and intrigued, moving closer to the action, but still out of view. Joey asks why he would want to leave and miss all the fun. She apologizes; admitting the medicine has a dangerous, violent side effect. Joey brings the bottle closer to the girl's neck. Natalie tells him not to make the girl pay for her mistake. He seems upset and unable to hurt the girl. Nick says they are sorry and to let the girl go. Joey tells the crowd all he ever wanted was to be like them, but they never see that. Joey lets her go and she runs past Nick. Joey is mad at Natalie, asking if she knew it would not last. She tells him she honestly did not know. She did it to give him a chance. He tells her that after all these years he finally knows what it is like, and will not remember it by morning. Natalie's guilt, sorrow, and fear for Joey shows. Henry's worried about his nephew and tells Joey he is sorry, he did it all to make Joey happy, but now knows it was a mistake.

Nick flashes back to Andre seeing him, terrified and running.

At the Raven, Henry pleads for a chance to make it up to Joey, that he needs him. Joey is what keeps Henry going. Joey angrily says he believed in him and thanks Natalie for the insight. Joey's expression changes right before he slashes his wrist with the bottle, crying out in pain. Nick rushes to Joey's side, but is too late. Natalie cradles Joey's head and gently rocks him, trying to sooth him as Nick yells for someone to call an ambulance. LaCroix leaves because the show's over and no one died. Nick sees LaCroix and wonders if there will be trouble later. Henry looks worried.

Inside the arena, Nick and Natalie enter and head for the ring. Nick points out Henry and Joey setting up chairs, telling her he talked the boss in to giving Henry Johnny's job. Natalie asks if she did the right thing, hearing Nick ask if Henry and Johnny are happier now than three days ago. Natalie sees the two men playfully kidding each other as they set up the chairs and asks what they remember. Nick tells her they only remember what is important. Nick repeats his question if they are happier now. She's not sure, but is relieved when he tells her they are.

The end
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A guy arrives at a wooded spot in his car. He pulls a wrapped bundle from the trunk and tosses it to the ground. He drags it to a tree, feet sticking out of the bottom of the bundle. He cuts the strap, releasing the bundle, then wraps a rope around the neck. He strings the victim up; firing two shotgun blasts somewhere in the victim's upper body. Once satisfied he leaves.

A talk show host reads from a book how someone was transformed the first time they killed, changing their destiny, steering them down a dark road. They would be forever seen as a killer. She tells her audience it is the start of Killing Mind, one of the most controversial books of their time, written by her guest Jordan Manning. He wrote the book while incarcerated for the crime of manslaughter. She asks if he wrote it for his buddies on the cell block and asks where he got the idea for a fictional account of a serial killer at work. Jordan tells her he like all writers get their characters from inside themselves.

Reese watches the interview from the color TV on his desk as he does his paperwork. Manning talks about Evil, God, Satan, how they are in every one. Evil is ordinary and shows up in the most unlikely places. Given the right circumstances even the sanest person can commit the most heinous crime. Reese tells Manning to speak for himself as he shuts the TV off on his way out.

Inside Natalie's office, Nick, Natalie, Reese and Tracy are all gathered around the mostly sheet covered body of Jane Doe #355. Natalie is the only unmasked one, as the smell is horrific. She tells them some hunters found the victim hanging in a tree in Arelia and the OPP sent her there because they are the closest facility that can handle such decomposed bodies. She has been hanging in the tree about three or four weeks. They could not get fingerprints because of the advanced decomposition. They will not be able to compare dental records because of the extensive damage to her face. Nick realizes it is from shotgun blasts at point blank range. Natalie tells them it is a black female most likely between twenty and thirty. Tracy's the most affected by the body while Natalie and Reese are the least affected. Nick's in the middle. Tracy looks a bit sick and gets permission to leave. Natalie admits she does not know if the shotgun blasts killed her or if she was strangled first. She found ligature marks on the victim's neck. Nick comments it's overkill. Reese tells him it was not overkill, but desecration, and knows who the killer is.

Inside the precinct, Reese tells Nick and Tracy Jordan Manning did it. Manning's a sick, brutal serial killer long before he became the fiction critics darling. Reese is surprised and disgusted Tracy read Manning's book, hearing she skimmed it curious to see what it was about. Reese explains that Manning is the single most racist, vile person that he has ever met in all his years on the force. They have never encountered evil like Manning's.

Nick flashes back to the European Frontier somewhere around 1918-1919. He and LaCroix are on a train. LaCroix is grumbling about the accommodations, as they seem to be going coach class. Nick tells him it was the only seats available in a hurry. LaCroix whammies a heavily coughing gypsy to get lost. A Corporal thanks them. He tells them only decent solders should be allowed in the car, not gypsies. He notices Nick and LaCroix's refinement.

Inside the bullpen, Reese tells Nick and Tracy about a string of unsolved cases across the continent going back twenty years. All black women chosen for their anonymity. All murdered and lynched in some way, as it's Manning's signature. Manning hates black women. Nick is surprised Manning was never charged. Reese explains the last victim told the police Manning kept hanging around and bugging the girls. She was a regular on his beat. Manning killed her, probably after finding out she squealed on him to protect herself and her friends. Reese says Manning did seven years at Milford for an unrelated charge involving a bar fight. Tracy is not happy to learn she is assigned to work with Dr. Lambert on the victim's ID, even if it takes all year. She protests, telling him she is collating missing persons reports. Reese tells her Nick will handle it and she is to start working with Natalie immediately. Tracy reluctantly leaves. Reese tells Nick he knows he is pushing her, but she has to get over her squeamishness. Nick asks how he is so sure Manning did it. Reese tells him he was 95% sure before Manning told him he did it and walks away. Nick looks at the last victim's picture, as she was the only one ever identified.

Inside Natalie's office, she and Tracy are dressed for the autopsy. Natalie tells her it is too intense she can leave. Tracy admits Reese will not let her leave until they have an ID. Natalie tells her the internship will broaden her horizons. She offers Tracy drugs to keep the nausea down. She praises Tracy for turning them down, hearing she cannot overcome her squeamishness by cheating. Natalie asks if Tracy's ready to start as she pulls down the sheet. Tracy looks anywhere else. Natalie explains they are looking for anything out of the ordinary as she hands Tracy a pair of magnifying goggles. Natalie assigns Tracy to the lower half of the body, while she starts at the upper half. Natalie describes the injuries in medical details to her tape recorder, then in plain English, commenting that not one facial structure remains intact. Tracy comments on how awful it is, causing Natalie to stop recorder, a little annoyed. Tracy comments on dying and no one cares. Natalie tells her they care and are going to do something about it as they go back to their examinations.

Inside a bookstore, Jordan Manning is enjoying his book signing, as are those waiting in line and those with signed books. Reese watches from across the store. Nick approaches Reese and hears his rant on brutal serial killers as celebrities because of it being the start of the end of Western Civilization. Nick asks if Manning confessed to Reese and hears he did not, but told him he did. Manning notices Reese glaring at him and sends over a signed copy.  Reese checks out the autograph, making a nasty comment about it. Nick reads the quote in the Italian it's written in, then translates it to English, telling Reese it's a quote from Dante's Inferno, this way to join the chosen people. It is what is written on the gates of Hell. Reese tells Nick that is how Manning told him. After the signing, Reese approaches Manning and shoves him against the wall by his throat. Manning tells the crowd Reese is allowed to do it because he is a cop. Nick gets Reese to release manning. Manning calls Reese a Lieutenant, then realizes his Aryan partner called him Captain. Manning congratulates Reese, commenting that Affirmative Action works. Reese tells Manning they are going downtown to talk, and is turned down by Manning because Reese was rude to him, and does not have a warrant. When they are alone, Nick angrily asks Reese what the hell is the matter with him.

Inside Natalie's office, she's checking on Tracy, and hears she is okay.  Tracy brightens as she's examining the hand and pulls a tiny clump of fibers and matted blood from under a fingernail. She shows it to Natalie, who tells her to bag it and keep working. Natalie shows Tracy the needle puncture marks she found. She shoots down Tracy's junkie theory because there is no scaring, the punctures are too neat, the marks are in a weird place and they are too neat. Tracy asks if it could be Insulin. Natalie tells her there is only one way to find out and asks if she is ready because they are going in. Tracy looks up, asking the sky why me.

Inside the precinct, Nick tells Reese he showed his hand and should have followed his own advice to stay cool. Reese tells Nick he cannot help it. Manning gets under his skin. Nick realizes Reese busted Manning after the bar fight. A female officer brings Reese a delivery of flowers. Nick removes the card while Reese removes Manning's itinerary and a note telling Reese that is probably what he's looking for. Nick tells Reese the card says the flowers are for his wife. Reese tells Nick Manning sent over his itinerary for the last six months. Reese tosses the flowers sarcastically commenting on it being funny. Nick does not get it and hears they are cotton flowers. Nick tosses the card.

Inside Natalie's office, she comments the internal organs look good, probably due to the freezing temperatures. Tracy looks on a little less squeamishly. Natalie says there does not seem to be any sign of disease, recent surgery and is cutting a sample of pancreas to test for Diabetes.

In the bullpen, Reese drops a thick stack of folders on the table in front of Nick.  He tells him to go through every one of the unsolved cases and see if he can match it to something, only the killer would know.  He says to compare it with the book, since his actions are all couched in fiction to give him deniability. Reese tells Nick Manning is rubbing their noses in it, laughing because they cannot find the evidence to put him away for murder. Reese explains he could have taken Manning out the night of the bar fight. Manning shoved a guy through the window who broke his neck in the fall and died right there. Reese identified himself and told Manning to freeze, but Manning came out holding a .38, probably to finish the job. If he would read it wrong he could have killed Manning, but he hesitated and Manning put down the gun. He tells Nick that he does not know what it is like to live knowing that you could have changed history.

Nick flashes back to the train. Nick is walking along the aisle to get outside. Once outside he drinks out of the flask in his pocket. Inside, LaCroix and the Corporal are finding they share the same views. The Corporal sketches LaCroix as he tells him his country should be free, not ruled by outsiders who will get rich off the spoils of the War of 1918. He gives LaCroix the sketch when finished, and thanks him for the opportunity to practice. LaCroix thanks him for the picture, folds it and tucks it into his pocket. The Corporal offers LaCroix a brochure, telling him he thinks LaCroix might be interested in joining. LaCroix tells him he has his own affiliations and they are apolitical in nature, thanking him for the brochure. He is above such things. The Corporal tells LaCroix he exemplifies all that is wrong with his country. LaCroix asks how he would fix it, hearing the Corporal is consumed by his obsession to fix the world. LaCroix's no longer amused and almost looks scared. Nick is still outside drinking from his flask.

In the bullpen, Nick is going through the huge pile of files, telling Reese he is getting nowhere. Each person could be their Jane Doe. Reese tells Nick he is surprised how many people go missing and no one notices. Nick comments on the sheet full of info on their Jane Doe who has not even gone missing yet. He put out a bulletin with the little info they have and Interpol now has it. Reese learns they are nowhere near a composite because Natalie is going to have to guess on many of the skeletal features. Guesswork cannot really be trusted to tell you what someone else looks like. Nick reminds Reese every life leaves a mark on the world. Reese comments every soul touches another one for better or worse. Manning thinks the woman are disposable because they are black and on the streets. Manning's wrong and Reese is going to get him. He sees Nick's look and corrects himself to say they are going to get Manning. He leaves. Nick looks at the front and back book covers.

Inside an abandoned warehouse, Manning and another crook stage a vicious beating. Manning pays a crook he has served with, as they laugh at the liberal parole boards.  The crook asks Manning if he is sure before brutally beating the crap out of him via kicking and punching. He tells Manning it was a pleasure working for him as he leaves. Manning lays on the floor laughing.

Inside the bullpen, Nick tells IA they are making a mistake. Reese approaches and asks what's going on. He is handed a picture of Manning's battered face after the bruises have developed. The IA detective tells Reese Manning is filing charges against him for assault and battery. He had better retain counsel. The review board meets in two days. There is a restraining order against him.

Inside Natalie's lab, she and Tracy are sitting on the floor leaning against the base of the autopsy table. Natalie is working on paperwork while Tracy still looks green and has an oxygen mask over her face. Tracy apologizes for passing out. Natalie tells her it is okay. She has seen twenty-year veterans drop in their tracks in the middle of post-morts. Just as Tracy thinks she's okay and no longer needs the mask, Natalie cheerfully tells her the first time she cut into a corpse, she was sick for three days. Tracy's eyes roll back in her head as she leans back and puts the mask back in place. A few moments later, she tells Natalie she does not know how she can do it every night. Natalie tells Tracy not to be too hard on herself because she did better than she thinks he did. The fibers she found were strands of human hair, completely different from the victim's and the preliminary toxicology reports show no traces of illicit drug use or Insulin to control Diabetes. She has already told the precinct of their finds. Tracy comments the needle mark positions show they were self-inflicted, causing Natalie to tell her she is already sounding like a seasoned pro. Tracy asks if they could be vaccinations, which are needed for travel to different countries, asking who vaccinates themselves. Natalie tells her a doctor does. Natalie puts the mask back over Tracy's face, telling her to take another hit, as it seems to be helping.

Inside the Captain's office, Reese explains to Nick Manning wanted him sidelined because he was onto him. Nick asks why he did not tell his supervisor his suspicions. Reese reminds Nick he was a black vice cop spouting a story about a genocidal rapist. He talked to everyone who would listen, but could not give his story away. Nick is told to watch Manning to prevent more victims or Manning fleeing. Reese says if he did it, there would not be pieces left big enough to photograph. Reese gives Nick the picture of a battered Manning as he leaves.

Nick is listening to the Nightcrawler tell him it is poetry time as he reads from Manning's book, enjoying it.

There is another flashback to the train. The Corporal picks up a little girl's fallen toy and returns it to her as he leaves. LaCroix tells Nick there is something special in the Corporal and he is considering adding him to their group. LaCroix can tell Nick does not like the Corporal, hearing there is much anger, resentment, darkness and other things inside him. LaCroix calls them hatred. He tells Nick the Corporal does not know about the evil within yet, and it might make for an interesting time. Nick tells him not to amplify it, to kill him and be done with it.

In the present, LaCroix continues reading from the book, his expression one of disgust and repulsion. He closes the book and finishes his monologue.

Nick parks across the street from Manning's hotel. When Manning leaves, Nick follows him from above. Manning returns to the same building that he had had the crap kicked out of him at. He is carrying something small and round as he enters. Nick is shocked to see Reese arrive. Nick pays even closer attention to the happenings now. Manning is waiting for Reese, telling him he is pleased he came. Reese insists on seeing Manning's hands, which are in his pockets. Manning tells him if he wanted Reese dead, he would have been dead long ago.

Nick listens to the conversation as he creeps up on the building. Manning tells Reese he is the beginning of the end, asking Reese if he reads the bible. Revelations talks about the End Time, wars, and judgment. Reese tells Manning he is insane and trying to start a race war. Reese grabs Manning by his shirt and presses his gun to Manning's temple, as Manning has been pressed to his knees. Nick hopes he does not have to intervene. Manning tells Reese to go ahead, scared he will. It will look great on the eleven o'clock news. An out of control black cops killed a white man in an act of police brutality. Reese tells Manning he is going to make his worst dream come true by placing him in prison with some of the largest brothers, and tell them what Manning's all about. He releases Manning, slugging him hard in the face. Reese leaves. Nick tells Reese he saw and heard it all. Reese comments Nick now knows what Manning is really all about. Reese pulls an evidence bag from his pocket and gets Nick to help him as Reese carefully puts the hair sample he took from Manning into the bag. He tells Nick he's going to get it analyzed and wants Nick not to lose Manning, no matter what.

Tracy is at the hospital getting her biggest break, learning Jane Doe's real name and what she looks like. A nurse at the hospital tells Tracy, the victim was going to Kenya to open a clinic in a remote area. The nurse is worried by Tracy's questions. Tracy learns most of the victim's family lives in Kenya.

In the bullpen, Tracy informs them the victim is Miriam Nyanda, 27, a doctor who just finished her residency in the University of Toronto Hospital a few weeks ago. While in residency she participated in a prison study lasting over a year, with Jordan Manning as one of her patients. Miriam was the type of person who talked to and shared her life with everyone. Reese comments she shared it with the prisoners, which is how Jordan met her and carefully planned her murder, after stalking her first. Natalie arrives and tells Reese Manning's hair sample matches the one found in the victim's hand. Reese has Manning. Everyone is pleased and it shows. Reese tells Tracy to call Nick and have him detain Manning until they arrive with a warrant.

Nick arrives at the hotel, parks and enters. Inside, Manning's just checked out and heads for the front door. He sees Nick, hears the sirens and freezes. Reese and Tracy rush in. Nick holds her back, telling her they will worry about containment. He allows Reese to hunt Manning on his own, knowing Reese has to do it in order to put the case behind him.

There is a long, winding chase through the hotel, including several staff areas. Near the end of the case, Nick shows up in strategic hallways and doorways to herd Manning back towards Reese. At the end of the chase, Manning is boxed in by the three detectives. Reese arrests Manning and learns he knew Miriam was a doctor and was going to help people. Reese realizes Manning's taunting is all a part of his sick terrorism in his race war. Reese leads Manning off in handcuffs.

Upstairs there is a press briefing where Reese tells reporters Manning will be charged with the murder of Dr. Miriam Nyanda. Several old cases will be reopened due to items found among Manning's personal effects. He tells them it is the end of a long personal nightmare, and the city will sleep better with Manning in custody.

In a holding cell, Manning bites the end of his finger leaving a bloody message to Reese telling him there is no justice. Manning makes a rope out of his shirt and hangs himself in the cell, using the bars.

Inside the Raven, LaCroix and Nick are at the bar. Nick asks him why he did not go through with his plan to bring the Corporal across. LaCroix admits he intended to but something happened at the end and he did not go through with it.

LaCroix flashes back to the train. He enters a compartment where he feels the most intense hatred he's ever felt and is intimidated by it. The Corporal tells LaCroix he will be finished cleaning up in a few moments, and offers LaCroix the compartment when he's finished. LaCroix tells him he realized the picture is unfinished because it is unsigned. He hands it to the man, who signs it and hands it back. The Corporal has finished shaving and looks like a younger Hitler, mustache and all.

In the Raven, LaCroix tells Nick he was right. The man's evil did not need amplifying. LaCroix pulls out the picture and looks at the signature. It is Hitler's. He sticks a corner into a candle and watches it burn, then drops it into an ashtray. He comments he wonders how the world would have changed had he brought Hitler across. Nick looks horrified by the thought.

The end.

Francesca

Season 3, Episode 20

Written by Gillian Horvath

Directed by Nigel Bennett
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Frank............................... Maurice Dean Wint

Lisa Kadlec...................... Brooke Johnson

Francesca......................... Maria Syrgiannis

Faubert............................. Todd Dulmage

Gordon Fuller.................. Hamish McEwan

Man #1............................. Chris Cound

. In the present day, the person lays an unconscious male across a restaurant table. In 1755, Francesca finds a man she likes. In the present the person slits the man's throat and drains the blood into a cup. In 1755 Francesca sinks her fangs into her dinner and drains him. In the present, the person kisses the victim, leaving behind a lipstick print. In 1755, Francesca savors her dinner, even after she is finished.

A man dreams he's Francesca. Francesca and a blonde man are making love. The blonde's a crusader turned away from the light and is younger the man seeing all of this and describing it to his therapist. The man tells his therapist he has died a hundred times as the blonde and Francesca are in the middle of their vampire climax. The therapist awakens him when it becomes too intense. He does not remember anything from the hypnosis. When he asks his therapist about it, she will not tell him anything other than they are making progress. The idea is to use past life regression to help understand his current fears, not to find out who he was in a past life. He ushers him to the door when he continues to question her, reminding him it is still experimental therapy and will take several more sessions.

As soon as the guy is gone, the therapist replays the part of the tape where he talks about dying a hundred times. She's both scared and hooked on it.

The restaurant is now a crime scene. Nick tells Natalie and Tracy the victim was Dan Chase, and he was a poet. He was last seen walking down Queen Street. Natalie tells them the victim died instantly from a knife wound through the heart and the throat was probably slit afterwards. She looks around the blood commenting there is minimal blood, which means the body was drained, and the blood taken by the killer. Tracy is uneasy, asking if it was some sort of a cult. Natalie tells them the lip print is as good as a fingerprint, if they can find a match for the distinct calling card.

Nick flashes back to the Cote duRhone in Avignon, France in 1755. LaCroix introduces him to his vampiric sibling Francesca. LaCroix finds it amusing Nicholas is going by the last name Chevalier. LaCroix explains they had to flee quickly from their last place, hearing he is welcome at any of his daughter's homes. Francesca and Nick are captivated by each other.  Nick realizes he probably has to kill upon hearing Francesca's known for her rare vintages and has a special treat for dinner, asking if they like music. He is not happy.

In the present, Tracy asks if either of them had a déjà vu feeling, commenting on the place seeming familiar, as if she had been there before. She does not like the case because it is creeping her out. Natalie informs them there is no sign of sexual abuse, meaning the woman is substituting killing for sex and probably gets off on it. They are probably looking for woman with a highly repressed sexuality.

Frank's expression is cold as he picks up an axe off a hearth and puts it away where it belongs, on the piece of artwork in an old fashioned looking room.

Inside Natalie's office, she tells Nick he is very quiet. Nick learns the victim ate pate, steak, caviar and a fine Merlot less than two hours before death, as if someone was trying to fatten him up for the kill. The lipstick print contained some of the victim's blood, but there were no fang marks. Nick says there will not be any because sudden death sweetens the blood, but stops the circulation. Since the heart is not pumping and bringing the blood to the neck, the victim must be drained. Natalie gets confirmation it is a vampire, and he has seen other killings like that before. She is uneasy knowing this vampire impales through the heart rather than the more traditional fangs in the neck variety.

Nick flashes back to 1755 and Francesca's home. Nick, LaCroix and her listen to beautiful music made by several musicians. Francesca comments that Faubert is best of the group. Nick comments Faubert is the best he has ever heard. When the musicians finish, they are dismissed for the night. Nick asks how she arranged for them to come to her house, hearing she promised the woefully under rewarded musicians the use of her house and grounds. Nick learns he does not have to sing for his supper, but does have to please her, making him uneasy.

In the present, Natalie asks if he knows who did it, hearing he knew someone like the killer, but she's dead. Tracy enters and tells them the 88th just called and it looks like they have another one in a parking garage in The Beaches. Neither Nick nor Natalie are happy to hear it. Nick and Tracy leave, there is a grim look on his face.

The Caddy pulls into the parking garage. No sooner are they out of the car than a reporter tries to get information.  He comments on the kiss prints on the victim's foreheads, the fact that Reese and the Captain of the 88th hate each other and they are out of their jurisdiction. Tracy tells him to get lost. After a few minutes of nothing, the reporter gives up and leaves. Nick asks Tracy if the reporter was a friend of hers, hearing she dated him once, showing the date was a complete dud. As a reporter he puts two and two together and gets five.

Inside the therapist's office, Frank is undergoing another regression session. Frank says it is so quiet he can hear all the heartbeats. She asks who's there and learns Francesca is. She learns it is 1755 and they are in her home on the Cote duRhone. Frank describes what he sees as Francesca. She is carrying a goblet to Nicholas as he sleeps. Nicholas' face is the one from his dreams. He can still taste Nicholas' blood on his lips and flowing through his veins as Nicholas and Francesca make love. He tries to hide in the pillows realizing it is Nicholas Chevalier, his lover, and his killer. His therapist is startled.

As if in a dream, a single heartbeat is heard as Francesca walks by and kisses Tracy on the forehead as she sleeps in her bed. Tracy's throat is slashed and has a lipstick print on her forehead. Tracy suddenly awakens as if from a nightmare and immediately checks her throat and sees it is intact. She's scared and works to relax and calm down.

At sunset, Frank breaks into his therapist's office and steals the tapes from her locked file cabinet, desperate to know what is on them, missing one in the tape player.

At home, Frank lies on his bed listening to the tapes. He is telling the therapist Francesca knew she had to have Nicholas even if he stood in the shadow of their master.

She entered her bedroom carrying a goblet of blood and gently woke Nicholas, telling him they said everything the previous night. When he tries to bite her wrist, she tells him they will do that later. She wants him to drink from the goblet now. He is so hooked on her he does so. After the first sip, his happiness vanishes. After his second he is repulsed it is Faubert. Francesca tells him Faubert is at the peak of his talent, believing she did good capturing him then. She tells Nicholas to drink more.

In Natalie's office, Nick seems to be having the previous flashback, maybe along with Frank. Natalie comments he could identify the person from a single sip, hearing he can tells who it is, who they loved, how they lived and how they died. He explains that a person's entire life is in a single drop of blood. It is not just their food, but the way they feel life. She looks totally amazed. He tells her you can know a person's soul by sharing their blood. Everything about them is transformed into touch and tasted. The sheer bliss on Natalie's face shows she is completely drawn into the sensuality. Nick tells her of the temptation to take one sip, then another knowing their every secret and they know yours. He tells her that is why it is such a hard habit to break. Natalie looks like she has had a most satisfying experience just listening.

Inside Vachon's church. Vachon tells Tracy she might be looking at a collector, a vampire who gets off on the death rush. These days everyone is careful not to create a lot of extra bodies, but the right vintage can be had for a price. She asks if it is like a blood broker. Vachon learns the blood is being collected and confirms it. He learns about the poet, telling her dead poets can bring a very good price. Any specialty vintage like a poet, musician or actor can bring a good price because there are vampires looking for a special vintage. He's heard of vampires in that line of work, but does not know any of them. Tracy asks if the killer is a vampire collecting the blood for herself because there is no common link, or any link between the victims. Vachon seems to agree with her theory the killer's going for different memories, different lives. He does tell her it is probably not a broker because of the public display of the body. A broker has to keep his work a secret from the mortals to stay in business. She tells him she suspects it is not professional, but very personal. She asks what is she going to do about it because she cannot haul a vampire into mortal court. Vachon gives her a look telling her she knows what she is going to do.

Frank is listening to another tape as he describes Francesca's bedroom, seeing how it matches his own. He tells how she likes to look out the window at the moon. He flashes back to Francesca first being introduced to Nicholas Chevalier by Lucien. In the present, Frank repeats her name, almost perfectly mimicking her accent and manner of speech, having learned something from the tape, and is a little scared by it.

Nick and Tracy enter Reese's office. Reese has the therapist, Dr. Kadlec repeat her story for them. She says the only reason she is there is she believes her patient may be dangerous. She thought he was just having thoughts and fantasies, but the kiss killer articles had a few scary coincidences. He is undergoing past life regression as part of his therapy and after a rough session the other night, he broke in tonight and stole his tapes. He missed one because it was in the tape recorder. Nick is surprised that it is a man. Reese says it gets even better as Kadlec continues. She tells them the dominant personality in the sessions is a woman, further surprising them, especially when they learn it is an 18th century Countess who is a vampire. Nick and Tracy are worried for similar and different reasons. Kadlec plays the tape and they hear the victim's killed with a single knife thrust, how easily it goes in, instantly killing them and freezing their emotions of fear and lust. There is nothing sweeter. Reese comments it sounds like their suspect. She says Frank came to her three months ago because he started dreaming of the woman and his desire to become her started overtaking him. Frank's always been heterosexual and wanted to control the desires to become a woman. Reese asks who decided Frank had been a woman in a past life. Kadlec explains traditional psychotherapy failed and since past life regression helped others, she tried it. She did not care if the discoveries were real or fantasies, they would help her find the person's fears help them deal with them. Frank kept seeing himself as Francesca, a vampire Countess who lived and died over 250 years ago. Nick is definitely unnerved and it shows.

Nick flashes back to Francesca's bedroom right after having drunk Faubert's blood. He scrambles away from her as fast as he can, angry and confused, asking her how can she do that. She playfully tells him she thought he appreciated art the same way she does. Nick angrily tells her he does not appreciate it through murder. She asks if he can feel the talent coursing through him. He tells her Faubert was a genius and now his talent is wasted. She says it is immortalized in him. He says it will last maybe two hours as he purposely knocks over the cup, spilling the contents. She says she will have another brought from Paris or a painter if he would prefer. He is disgusted and tosses her onto the bed.

In the present, the doctor goes on about how Frank repressed his sexuality into Francesca's persona, how vampires are very much a part of society's fabric, how it allows him to control his desires. Francesca mentions Nicholas Chevalier as her dark lover.

Meanwhile, Frank is turning himself into a drag queen version of Francesca.

In Reese's office, they are talking about the sublimation of the sexual desire, frustration, and how Francesca gives him sexual freedom. Reese asks how it fits into killing. Nick, Tracy and the doctor all tell him the same thing, for a vampire, sex is killing. If you think you are a vampire, you have permission to kill. Myth can be very powerful. She says she thinks he's getting in over his head with the violence aspect. Nick suggests searching Frank's place, hearing Reese should be able to get a search warrant. Kadlec is asked to sit down with the sketch artist. When Nick is alone with Reese, he tells him he's seen all sorts of nutcases and wants Nick to keep it rooted in the real world. Nick says he will try.

At Frank's apartment, Nick knocks then breaks open the door, entering ready for trouble. Nick sees the bedroom and has a flashback to him and Francesca passionately kissing as they entered her bedroom. In the present, it is so intense Nick nearly vamps out. Tracy tells the cops Frank is not there. Nick looks for clues.

Inside LaCroix's broadcasting booth, Nick is disturbed as he tells LaCroix Francesca has been reincarnated. LaCroix reminds him she is dead. He has seen a lot of odd things, but he does not believe in reincarnation.  Nick tells him the suspect has Francesca's soul. LaCroix tells Nick if it is true, then she is truly eternal. She has bypassed the laws of the corporeal that bind even their kind. He asks Nick which laws he will use to arrest her and will it be the guy or her soul? LaCroix reminds him Francesca probably does not have fond memories of Nick.

Frank's still dressed as Francesca and is listening to the Nightcrawler's monologue as he is driving. LaCroix asks where the responsibility for their sins lies. Do they pay them off in full at death or does it go with them into the next life. If they are reincarnated do they have a clean slate or do are they followed by their sins. Can they ever be fully absolved? Frank's quite intrigued, and flashes back to LaCroix asking if they are intruding.

Inside the bullpen, Tracy turns over the sketches of Frank telling them to put out an APB. Tracy asks the doctor about dreams. She learns that recurring dreams, déjà vu, and nightmares can all be signs of past lives, or things in this life she is not ready to face, even if the answers are right in front of her. Tracy politely turns down the doctor's card and offer to stop by sometime.

In Natalie's office, he asks what she thinks about reincarnation. She tells him she's in the habit of believing ten unbelievable things before breakfast and is having a little trouble with this one. Nick tells her about the coincidences and how it has to be reincarnation.  How else would Frank know his name and what he is? Natalie comments maybe someone's messing with his mind. He asks who and hears LaCroix. When he asks why she says he's evil, then apologizes. Nick asks if it is true, what does it say about a vampire's soul, and what happens to the evil when he dies. He wants to know if it will infect someone else because evil cannot be eradicated. She reminds him evil cannot be destroyed, but it may be controllable, like they are trying to do with him. He asks why they are trying. She tells him evil and controlling it is part of the human condition. A cure will not eradicate it, but will help him control it.

Inside the bullpen, Tracy asks the doctor if it is possible. Kadlec tells her 18th century vampires and Nicholas Chevalier sound like a romance novel. They decided it was some sort of repressed memory trying to come to the surface. Tracy says she hopes they find him before he kills again. The reporter, Gordon, heard it all. Tracy says they were given a tip on the Kiss of Death killer and the Captain wants the composite run in tomorrow's paper. She drops the shrink's card into the trash as she leaves. Gordon takes the card and leaves.

Inside Vachon's church, Tracy tells him about the case. He is fine with it until she mentions Nicholas Chevalier, causing him to become distracted and nervously ask where she heard it. She tells him about Frank, Francesca, their love affair in 1755, which further gets Vachon's attention. Tracy asks if Chevalier could be the connoisseur, they are looking for. Vachon works to keep the grin off his face as he denies it. Tracy catches on and tells him Chevalier is a vampire. Vachon plays innocent, giving her an I don't know shrug. She is not buying it, telling him there is something in the story that she is just not seeing, even with it being in front of her face. Tracy leaves. Vachon's amused she did not get that Chevalier means Knight, and worried. If Frank really is a vampire, Tracy is in danger.

Gordon is in the doctor's office trying to get information but she throws him out, telling him nothing. She practically has to push him bodily out the door. A moment later there's a knock and she thinks Gordon's back. She opens her door and gets a major shock as she sees Frank dressed as Francesca in a bad mood and holding a scalpel. He asks if she sent the police to his apartment. She's terrified and is pretty much speechless.

Inside Reese's office, they listen to a tape of the earlier confrontation between Kadlec and Francesca. Nick comments the tape had been running since about 11:30 that morning and no one has seen her since. Tracy identifies Gordon's voice. They question Gordon and learn he did not see the man but did see a tall woman approach the door.  Nick suggests that Frank dresses up as Francesca when he kills, so the current sketches will not do much good. They need new ones. Tracy gets Gordon's help in modifying the sketches.

Inside an abandoned building, the doctor looks around at the recreation of Francesca's home. Frank enters and tells her to eat. She learns he is all that's left of Francesca, her memories and desires.

There is a flashback to Nick in the room where Francesca is keeping the rest of the musicians in cages. They are begging for help, commenting she is insane. Nick's attempt to free them is halted when she enters and tells him not to spend time in the slaughterhouse. Nick reminds her the people are human just like they used to be. She tells him they are no different than the cattle mortals dine on, telling Nick she fed them the best food. Nick releases the musicians and they flee, getting past her attempts to stop them. Nick restrains her, tossing her across the room. She picks up a flaming timber and tosses it at him. He dodges it. She runs for the doorway. He tosses the flaming timber at the rope and it breaks. The wooden gate falls, spearing her with the wooden stakes at the bottom.

In the bullpen it is apparent Nick shared his flashback with Natalie. She is concerned if it is Francesca, she's not going to be happy to see Nick. Nick tells her he is feeding his victims the best, meaning he is keeping them somewhere private. It suddenly hits him, he comments about a slaughterhouse and runs off.

Inside Frank/Francesca's recreated room, the doctor is served the finest food on a silver tray. She is not hungry. She says Francesca is not real, just a part of him that craves attention. He disagrees; telling her that she is real.  She craves more than love, she craves blood. The doctor repeats Francesca is not real. Francesca says she makes the decisions.

Nick is flying there as fast as he can.

Francesca holds the knife in front of the doctor's face while holding her throat with her other hand.  She comments on what she tastes like. Kadlec tells Frank he is not a vampire. Nick bursts in. Frank calls him Nicholas Chevalier, commenting he killed her. Kadlec freaks out, while remaining calm on the outside. Nick tells Frank to let her go. Frank grabs the axe, telling Nick he knows what he is and how to kill him. The axe barely misses Nick's head. Nick vamps out further terrifying Kadlec. The two men battle it out. Nick's again charged with a flaming stake, and kills herself when Frank's impaled on a metal spike sticking out of the wall. Blood runs from his mouth as he tells Chevalier it is not the first time he has killed her and it will not be the last.  He says they will meet again. Nick does not look happy to hear that.

Inside the bullpen, Nick asks about the doctor. Tracy tells him Kadlec's fine, but does not remember anything after Frank broke into her office. Natalie comments it is probably better that way. Tracy comments the case gave her the creeps from the beginning and leaves. Natalie asks Nick if Francesca has gone. Nick tells her that Frank is dead and Francesca is gone, for now. Neither looks too happy about it.

Inside the shrink's office, Tracy tells her she does not know why she's there, maybe the case got to her. She had a dream she was laying dead on the table. Kadlec advises her to look at her own life to see what is bringing on those feelings. The doctor gets a strange look as Tracy comments vampires could be real. She tells Tracy to sit back and relax. Tracy is hypnotized and sees the musicians from Francesca's house playing. She asks the doctor if she hears music.

The end.

Ashes to Ashes

season 3, episode 21

Written by Phil Bedard and Larry LaLonde

Directed by Jon Cassar

Guest Cast:

Divia...........................Kathryn Long

Hamid Karam.....................Ron Obadia

Urs.............................Kristin Lehman

Hamid Karam and his partner break into an Egyptian burial chamber having an hour to grab the treasure before the security patrol returns. After confirming it is the middle sarcophagus, he hesitates fearing Re'-Atum will decide his soul is not worthy and destroy him. His partner says the treasure is the only legend they are concerned with. Hamid breaks the sun god seal, opening the sarcophagus. Hamid screams.

Outside the Raven, LaCroix approaches the door and hesitates, sensing something. He looks around, not seeing whatever is watching him. He enters, shrugging it off.

Inside the bullpen, Nick approaches his desk in the middle of Tracy and Reese's discussion of the most deranged serial killer. Nick joins in. Reese says people did not use to talk about it. Nick points out the benefits of discussion because they now have Childwatch and stalker laws. Nick answers his telephone, hearing a female voice report a corpse in the Raven.

Inside the Raven, LaCroix senses something odd/evil as he heads for his office, growing more concerned when he cannot' find it. He tries not to let it bother him, but it does. He finds Urs and Vachon asleep on the couch in his office. They wake. Urs explains she had nightmares about a decapitated child. LaCroix looks very startled, turns to hide it. He is further unnerved when he hears she saw a headless child standing over her when she woke. She came upstairs to call Vachon and felt an evil presence. Vachon watches curiously. As the two younger vampires walk across the dance floor, something watches from above. Vachon senses it and looks around.

LaCroix heads for the bar, sensing something strong and evil, growing more disturbed with each passing second. Something causes him to open the beer fridge, revealing a corpse. He is repulsed when he opens the other door and sees it is headless. He sees an alcohol box on the floor, puts it onto the bar. He opens it and finds an antique cameo necklace resting on tissue paper. He hesitantly picks it up.

LaCroix flashes back to the year 99 in the Valley of the Kings, Egypt. He and Divia walk through the tunnels of a tomb as she asks her father if he feels the presence of another. He tells her he feels it is evil.

In the present, LaCroix removes the tissue paper and finds a head, which further repulses him. Nick, Tracy and other cops burst into the Raven, guns aimed at LaCroix. LaCroix slips the cameo into his pocket. LaCroix plays along when he realizes he has no choice, telling them what they are looking for is in the fridge and the box. Tracy is repulsed by the corpse.

Inside a precinct interview room, Reese learns LaCroix has no idea how the body got inside the fridge.  It was not there when they closed at six am. He lives there, and went out for a walk after sundown, which must have been when the body was placed there. When Reese cannot hold LaCroix for murder, he holds him as a material witness. Nick and LaCroix are left alone. LaCroix tells Nick his associates are good people. Nick asks who was sleeping in the basement and hears they have nothing to do with it. LaCroix learns an anonymous female called it in. Tracy's disturbed by LaCroix and has an odd feeling about him. Reese tells her LaCroix is guilty of something.

Tracy heads for her car and sees Vachon leaning against her car. He is surprised to learn the cops found out about the body and its severed head. He is shocked to learn they are holding as a material witness, his expression showing he cannot believe it. Tracy asks if LaCroix is one of them and does not notice Vachon's obvious lie when he says no. Tracy tells him she felt an evil presence, and if it was not LaCroix, then what was it. He tells her it is natural to be rattled by severed heads. She tells him not to run around her because she knows what she's talking about. She comments evil is a part of him and it is why they would never work as a couple. It scares her. He is stunned speechless. She was hoping he could tell her what it has to do with the Raven. He apologizes. She asks for a favor and hears he will do anything for her. Tracy's about to say something but changes her mind and coolly tells him to call her when he gets home, earning her an uncertain look from Vachon. He agrees to.

The same presence watches Vachon. Vachon flies away and lands in an alley where he hears a little girl crying. He sees the kid huddled in a blanket further into the alley and approaches. She does not respond when he asks if she is okay. He kneels beside her out of concern, and is brutally attacked by Divia. She breaks his hand as he looks at the child stunned and in great pain. She viciously tells him her father Lucius hurt her. Lucius is also her son. He betrayed her after she raised him from the ashes of Pompeii and Vachon will pay for Lucius's sin. Vachon's in agony from the child's strength. She claws open his cheek and neck then sinks her fangs into his neck as he screams. She leaves and he falls to the ground and does not move.

Inside Natalie's office, the speakerphone is on as Reese tells Natalie, Nick and Tracy the Egyptian police identified the Raven fridge crasher as Hamid Karam. He and his brother Hashim are grave robbers.  They were looting a sarcophagus in the burial chamber of a priest named Ayahotep in the Valley of the Kings. Hashim lost contact with Hamid about twenty-four hours ago.  When he checked on Hamid, he was gone. Only his radio and a little blood remained. The three in the morgue are too stunned to respond which Reese notices.  Nick's starts pacing again. Reese says their major problem is why did an Egyptian grave robber wind up in a Toronto beer fridge. Natalie tells them Hamid died about twenty-four hours ago. She was going to say a wild animal did it, but since he was in a burial chamber, she does not know. Reese says it is enough time to smuggle the body from Egypt to Toronto. The three in the morgue are spooked. Natalie plays the voice of reason and tells them there has to be some sort of rational explanation. Nick comments it clears LaCroix. Tracy agrees.

In the precinct's holding cell, all the prisoners are huddled together in a corner of the cell keeping away from LaCroix and staying quiet. LaCroix is amused.  Nick approaches and hears LaCroix comment on being a sobering influence for those in the cell with him. Nick's amused but does not let it show. He tells LaCroix that he is being released due to lack of evidence and fills him in on the victim's identity. LaCroix is startled as well as scared and it shows.

LaCroix flashes back to the tomb as he and Divia enter the main burial chamber containing the three sarcophagi. Divia says Ayahotep was the chief priest of Pharaoh Akhenaton, who was the sun god, Re'-Atum's son. When LaCroix asks why Divia brought him there he learns it his her master and true father, Qa'Ra, said to be among the first of their kind. He lived long before the pyramids were built. He healed her before Vesuvius erupted. LaCroix inquires why Qa'Ra's in the tomb, appalled to learn he was staked. His sun-scorched body was left in the sarcophagus with the sun god symbol to imprison him forever. LaCroix asks if she got revenge on the killer, shocked, appalled and disturbed to learn she was the killer.

In the precinct holding cell, Nick calls to LaCroix, snapping him out of the flashback. LaCroix tells Nick he has played by his rules long enough and he's to be released now. LaCroix's released by an officer.

Tracy enters Vachon's church, calling out to him. He walks up behind her, grabs her and tries to sink his fangs into her neck. She shoves him away. He staggers back and lands sprawled on the ground. She asks what he is doing, hearing he is in pain and wants her to please make it stop as he staggers around looking drunk. She asks him what and hears he sees the killing of men, women and children, wanting it to stop, but cannot stop it. She tells him to look at her, which he does, revealing his wounds, which have not yet started to heal. She asks who did it to him, hearing him half babbling as he repeats daughter, mother and tells her it was not the mother, not making any sense. Urs watches very disturbed as she hears very disturbing, chaotic visions and memories run through his mind, and asks who attacked him. She learns it was a very strong, evil child as he staggers away. Urs follows, and is told by a temporarily sane Vachon to get out before she is destroyed, staked, and scorched by the sun. He desperately pleads with her, his hands on her face. She hurries out. Vachon sees Hamid scream right before his death.

Inside the bullpen, Tracy receives a call from Vachon, telling her he knows who is doing it.  Inside the church, he falls to the floor in agony, curling up into the fetal position, his eyes reflecting his torture. Tracy hears the agony in his voice and heads for there.

Nick's in the loft listening to a slightly sad LaCroix tell his listeners the cruelest evil doesn't come from the devil, but from a small child's cries. How a small child is taken into the heart in pure love as something to be protected and cherished, without any knowledge of the possible evil to come.

LaCroix flashes back to Pre-Vesuvius Pompeii. He and others are attending a party at Seline's establishment. LaCroix has just returned from a military complain. He tells Seline he thought about her every day, inquiring how her daughter is, having heard she was sick. Seline tells him the healer came, was alone with her and she rose from her bed that night, healed. LaCroix tells her they will spend time together, and is reassured they will. After she leaves Flavius approaches, telling Nick if Divia is alive and well, he is a gladiator. LaCroix sees Divia come out and lovingly holds his arms out as he affectionately calls to her. She walks away, a small secretive smile on her face. The hurt shows on his face before he quickly covers it.

In the present, LaCroix comments on a child's purity and innocence being boundless, as well as it's cruelness when evil takes over it's soul, hit tone sadly bittersweet. Nick is confused, not quite understanding the monologue. LaCroix opens the telephone lines and takes a call from a young child. Both he and Nick recognize the voice. LaCroix's startled, asking if she should not be in bed like a good girl. She asks if he knows how it feels to be betrayed by his child, and left behind in the darkness. LaCroix seems to have tears in his eyes as he listens. Nick is confused and curious as he intently listens. She snorts she didn't think so, but will know the feeling very shortly as he watches his friends die, and the fear scare everyone else away, until he's left all alone. Then he will understand how it feels to be hopelessly betrayed and alone. Tears well up in LaCroix's eyes after she hangs up. He closes his eyes trying to repress the emotions.

Nick is still trying to figure out what he just heard as the door buzzer goes off. He hears Urs urgently needs to speak to him and lets her up. Inside the lift, she senses something, but sees nothing. Divia suddenly appears and the two women fight for their lives. Nick is shocked when he opens door, revealing a dead, battered Urs sprawled on the floor.

Tracy's in Vachon's church and sees him curled up under a blanket.  When he does not talk to her, she shakes his shoulder as she calls his name. He looks really bad. He asks what she is doing there as he shoves her away telling her she has to leave, now. She asks who did it as she sprawls out on the couch with him over her. He tells her as he stares down at her with golden eyes that Divia's thoughts are becoming his. His mind is full of whirling, chaotic images from Divia's past, including Hamid opening the sarcophagus and dying. He pulls himself together enough to release Tracy. She sits up, sees his pain, sadness and fear, and wraps her arms around him. His eyes are normal again as he sags against her shoulder, hearing her reassurances everything will be okay. He softly, but bleakly, tells her that he is not healing.  He is dying.

Inside Natalie's office, Urs lays sheet covered on the autopsy table. There is a good chance that whatever killed her killed Hamid. Nick is confused, asking Natalie why Urs did not regenerate if she was not staked or decapitated. Natalie comments they could be dealing with a new breed of vampire. Nick remembers the little girl telling LaCroix it's been a long time and comments it could be a new breed or an extremely old one.

Inside the nearly empty Raven, LaCroix is sitting alone, the music muted.  Nick rushes in and asks about the little girl. He sees his master's uneasy and asks again. LaCroix sighs and tells Nick he has never told him about her because it is too painful to talk about.  Nick comments he heard the show, and hears LaCroix's flattered he still listens. Nick informs him Urs is dead. LaCroix asks if Nick sees what his old friend is doing to him, killing off those around him one by one, so he will be left alone and isolated, like he left her. He is depressed, commenting the word is out, being around him is fatal. He regretfully says she will kill them all because of him. Nick asks if it is because LaCroix brought her across.

LaCroix chuckles, commenting he did not bring Divia across. He flashes back to Pompeii as Vesuvius explodes and everyone is panicking. Divia enters quite calmly and asks her father if he wants to live or die, and has moments to decide. Lucius angrily yells at the sky that the gods cannot destroy him because they do not have the power. He mockingly eggs them on.  He cannot believe his world is being destroyed and he is not as powerful as he believed he was. He is further hurt when his marble bust falls to the floor and shatters. He sarcastically, angrily tells Divia he wants to live.

In the present, Nick realizes Divia brought him across. LaCroix says she spared him because she was his daughter, shocking Nick. LaCroix comments Nick know knows why LaCroix never mentions his master. Nick asks why she wants to hurt him now. LaCroix says he thought she was dead twenty years after Vesuvius blew, he believed she was buried along with his guilt, and the secret he could not share with anyone, but thinks it's time the secret finally came out. He's ashamed and does not want to share the secret, but knows he must if he does not want to be alone for eternity.

LaCroix flashes back to Divia and himself inside Ayahotep's tomb. She apologizes for upsetting him. He asks why killing her own master does not trouble her, hearing why should it? LaCroix comments he was an ancient, and possibly knew of the vampire's origin. He was worthy of respect. Divia sulkily comments he is wrong, that he finds her cruel and unfeeling. He denies saying it, hearing it is in his the way he looks at her. She asks how can he judge her after all she has done for him. He respectfully tells her he is eternally grateful for her sparing him, but her master made her. Divia comments he thought he could control her, bringing her across to harness her evil, the purest he had ever seen. He thought he could make her over in his image. She insisted on and still insists on choosing her own way, and did whatever she had to in order to insure she chose her own way.  Her tone become gentle as she tells him she wants them to enjoy their natures to the fullest, experience life to the fullest without restrictions. They can do whatever they want, kill whenever and however much they want, and even bathe in human blood if they wish to. No one can stop them from anything they lust after, including love. They should do everything forbidden to them, as she asks him to make love to her. He is thoroughly repulsed, turning her down and walking away. He picks up a scythe from the corner. She bares her fangs, ordering him to come to her. He angrily tells her she is his daughter. She asks why cannot she be daughter, mother and lover because he needs someone to love and she needs him. LaCroix bares his fangs and snarls at her. She cheers him on, telling him to touch her. He beheads her.

In the present, LaCroix regretfully asks what can be said about a father who kills his own daughter, hearing he had no choice. LaCroix says he could have done as she asks. Nick tells him he would have despised himself. LaCroix says he did not have a choice then and does not have one now. Nick says LaCroix must destroy her. LaCroix explains he put her in the sarcophagus and sealed it with the sun god's symbol to keep her in there as she reacted to it as they do the cross. He tells Nick that as part of the Emperor's army he did and ordered unspeakable tortures upon his enemies, and there is not an evil that he has not seen. He sorrowfully says he could not bear to see the evil within his own beautiful daughter, one inherited from him and magnified a hundred times by the one who brought her across. Nick asks how she survived all those years, hearing that maybe the evil in the tomb with her had sustained her, but it does not really matter. Nick asks if she will come after him. LaCroix says there is more killing to be done first. Nick lays his hand on his master's shoulder, offering to listen or help if needed. LaCroix's surprised by the gesture and thanks Nick. Nick leaves.

Inside the church, Vachon begs Tracy to kill him. He is going to die anyway. Her voice breaks as she tells him she cannot. He staggers to his feet as he begs her to stake him. Her voice breaks as she tells him she cannot and not to ask.  He caresses her face, angrily telling her to get the sake. She does and uncertainly holds it as he kneels before her, opening his shirt, telling her to bury it deep in his heart. She is nearly in tears as she tells him she cannot, retreating.  When he sees she truly cannot, he growls at her vamped out and charges her, impaling himself on the stake in her hand. She steadies him as he collapses, holding him as he dies. He is finally at peace.

In the bullpen, Reese is not happy to hear Nick found nothing on LaCroix. It is like he does not exist. Reese refuses to write it off to ghosts, telling him the truth is out there, and is reminded it might not be in their jurisdiction. The staff of the Raven checks out clean and accounted for. Nick is worried when he learns Tracy went to see a snitch. Once Reese leaves, Nick bolts.

Inside Vachon's church, Nick arrives and sees Tracy cradling Vachon's head in her lap, crying as she rambles she never got to tell him how she felt about him, but maybe he knew. She comments he changed her, opened her eyes and she will always love him for that. She is totally devastated. She offers to bury him next to Screed so they can be together.

In Natalie's office, Nick tells her there is nothing he could do to help, and Tracy has no one she can talk to about Vachon. They head for the door as Natalie tells him that she is afraid that she is going to find herself in the same situation.    Since there is a two thousand year old little girl out to kill anyone close to her daddy, and no one's closer to him than Nick. Nick gives her a reassuring smile and caresses her cheek, letting his hand linger, telling her not to worry, he'll watch his back.

Nick's jumpy and worried, sensing something's wrong. He nervously enters the loft, and is started when the fireplace comes to life. He sees Divia hiding under the stairs and tells her to show herself. She is pleased to know LaCroix told him about her as she comes out into the room. He comments she is there to kill him. She tells him not to take it personally, but he is LaCroix's son, and will be the final blow. If he struggles it will be much worse. She attacks, scratching his face then tosses him across the room. They fight, with him mostly defending himself. She sinks her fangs into his neck when he drops to his knees. He falls unconscious onto one of his sun paintings. She splits at vampire speed.

Inside the empty Raven, Divia enters sarcastically.  She comments that in all the time she had to think about him, she never thought he would rise to the lofty position of innkeeper. She tells him the world is nothing like she ever dreamt it could be. He angrily asks if she is there to gloat over her win. She agrees, reminding him he is alone and now maybe he can know what it felt like. She expected to spend the centuries loving and caring for him, and she spent them alone in darkness. She has him unnerved and it shows, as he knows she's right. She leaps at him and his fear shows. He hides it as he stares her down. She tells him he cannot imagine the hatred she has for him, asking how he could have done that to her, align her father, telling him how much she loved him. She tosses him across the room like a rag doll. He angrily tells her she is a sick, depraved little girl as he painfully, slowly gets up. He always thought there was a limit to evil until she showed him otherwise. He glowers at her from his hands and knees, angrily and disgustedly telling her even he has his limits. She comments it makes him as weak as those they preyed upon. She tosses him over the bar like a toy, and then grabs him by the throat, choking him, telling him to apologize. He angrily tells her she should have stayed dead. She is pleased to see the pain he is in as it is what she wanted to see. He tells her that her wish has come true and the only thing left is to kill him. She slams him around a bit, telling him, that she will not kill him so that he can experience the pain and loneliness that she did. He will live forever knowing he destroyed everyone close to him. He is hurt by this, especially when Nick's mentioned.

She gloats about killing his favorite child. He tries to attack her but gets his arm twisted until it breaks. He screams, falling to his knees. She brutally scratches his face as he rubs his nose in the fact that Nick's dead.  He tells her she is not leaving because there is already enough misery in the world. She disagrees. She kicks him partly across the room, pleased by the agony she sees in his face. She tosses him around the room a bit, enjoying every second of it, mocking him, asking who is going to stop her.  She tosses him through the window of his broadcasting booth, pressing his neck against the jagged glass. He angrily reminds her that if she kills him, his agony is over. She drags him away, disagreeing. She's no longer sure eternal damnation is the proper punishment for his crime and suddenly has the ancient scythe in her hands, the very same one that he decapitated her with. There is a sickening oh no expression on his face as he realizes his fate. He tells her that when they were mortal, he loved her more than he loved the Gods. He is totally disgusted, asking who could love anything as horrible as she is.

Just as she's about to bring the scythe down, she is stunned to find a stake shoved through her heart from behind.  LaCroix's stunned as well. Nick is standing behind her, fully healed. She falls to the floor. Nick approaches LaCroix and easily pulls him to his feet. Divia's dying and calling out for her daddy, sounding like an injured mortal child crying out for her daddy. Nick forcibly restrains LaCroix, firmly telling him he cannot go. She's scared and cries out for him not to let her die. LaCroix calls out her name in pain, wanting to be her loving daddy one last time, and make it all better. Nick refuses to let him go, reminding him he cannot.  LaCroix loves Divia, not the monster she became. She dies and smoke begins to rise from her corpse.

In an automobile junkyard, her tightly linen wrapped body is ready for an Egyptian style funeral. Both Nick and LaCroix are physically healed. LaCroix sadly tells his son outliving a child is a parent's greatest nightmare. He comments there are exceptions. He says he never thought he would be glad Nick is searching for his humanity, as the growing goodness was what it took to defeat her great evil. Nick comments Vachon and Urs were young and did not know how to deal with it. He tells his master he is sorry for his loss. He thanks Nick and learns Natalie took care of Urs' body, while Tracy buried Vachon next to Screed. LaCroix learns she knows about vampires and asks what to do about it. LaCroix's told she is a resistor. Nick wants Tracy to remember about vampires as it was Vachon's gift to her and they have no right to remove it, wants her to remember Vachon was a good friend who decided to move on.  LaCroix agrees and tells Nick he will stay with Divia's body until the wind claims her ashes, and might even say a prayer. Nick looks surprised, and puts a reassuring hand on his father's shoulder. LaCroix lays his over it, hearing Nick say goodnight before leaving. LaCroix lights Divia's body and watches it burn.

The end.

Last Knight
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The picture has a dreamlike distortion, there is a waviness to it. LaCroix is in Nick's loft looking at someone as he speaks. He appears as if he's looking down on someone. He tells the listener life is a gift.

The scene switches back and forth between LaCroix and Lora. She finishes her last journal entry and puts it into an envelope addressed to Dr. Natalie Lambert. Lora fills her bathtub, gets in fully clothed and slits her wrists as LaCroix talks about life.  He says that life is a precious gift, and asks what they have to gain from suicide. He wonders how their life can be darker than the endless void of death, unless there is a strong belief in what lies beyond. He asks if they see a light at the end of the tunnel and if it is a glimmer of better things to come, or will they be burned by the morning sun. Can they answer the questions before it is too late and they have taken their life? He asks how strong is their faith. Are they hearing the angels trumpeting or the screams of Memnock's tortured souls? He wants them to make sure they are not trading a treasure for something empty. The beauty of life comes with pain and despair, leaving no one immune.

Lora's apartment is now a crime scene. The body is nearly obscured beneath the totally blood colored water. Natalie is holding the unopened envelope with Lora's journal, and her devastation clearly shows. She is seated in a chair directly opposite the bathroom. The victim is Dr. Lora Hines, a friend of Natalie and a psychiatrist. Apparently, no one saw the suicide coming, not even her closest friend, which might be Natalie. Nick comments that one never really knows their friends, and asks Tracy to please finish there so he can get Natalie home. Tracy does not look too happy, but agrees, Nick approaches Natalie, kisses the side of her head and leads her out of there.

In the hallway outside Natalie's office, she is seated on a bench in her scrubs and gown, reading Lora's note. It tells Natalie to do as Lora asks and not repeat her mistakes, not to let herself become empty. Natalie tells Nick it is her first suicide note and the first friend she has lost to suicide. As she puts her hand on her doorknob, she tells Nick, she thinks Lora was right when she pegged her as a kindred spirit. Nick says Lora must have had big problems to take her own life. Natalie tells Nick she used to think suicide was a major sacrilege, but is not so sure anymore. Nick's scared and tells her not to talk like that. She asks him why not, reminding him, that he has considered suicide before.

There is a flashback to Natalie waiting in the loft after Nick lost Erica. Nick enters a little too close to sunrise, in a bad mood from visiting Erica's apartment and seeing her play flyer. Natalie has to keep Nick out of the sunlight, commenting on his self-destructive mood. She learns he lost an old friend the other day to suicide. She sees Erica's beautiful doll and learns Erica's theory, when you stop contributing to life and become a burden; it is time to move on. Nick thrusts his hand into the sunlight forcing Natalie to quickly yank Nick's smoking hand out of the sun, angrily telling him suicide is never the answer. He asks if she is sure, thinking she is wrong.

Inside Natalie's lab, Nick tells her maybe she should not take the case, concerned about her. Natalie says she owes Lora to see that everything is properly done because her friend never reached out for help in life. She tells Nick she can handle it as she approaches Lora's body. She tells Nick the thing she cannot handle, which terrifies her is that she thinks she understands her friend.

Inside the bullpen, Reese learns Natalie is not doing too well and Nick is staying with her. Tracy says it was mean for Natalie's friend to address the suicide note to her. There are no suggestions of foul play. Everyone seems to agree it is a suicide. Reese sees Tracy's hinting at something and calls her on it. She tells him she is thinking of writing it up as a suicide and booking out early because she is not feeling well. He checks his watch then tells her to go home and get some rest because the flu is going around. Their conversation is interrupted by a commotion up front. Two officers have Dawkins pinned against a support post as he rants he is not going back and they cannot take him back. Reese learns Dawkins is being held for a pickup.

In Natalie's lab, they are standing on opposite sides of Lora's sheet covered body. Natalie is holding Lora's journal. Nick comments it is strange how something so personal becomes another piece of evidence, asking if she finds it strange too. She tells him it is not that way for her. Years ago she and Lora used to get together and talk for hours about their careers and professional gossip. Her depression deepens a bit as she tells Nick they slowly realized they never talked about themselves, because their personal lives were non-existent. Lora left her the note so she would learn from her friend's mistakes. She momentarily brightens as she says it's a wake up call. Nick tells her her life is not empty. She says it is not now, but it was before April 14th six years ago. Nick asks about the date, genuinely curious. She tells him that it is the day they brought him in.

There is a flashback to the night of Natalie's 28th birthday. The unidentified victim of a pipe bomb is brought in without much of a face. He had tried to stop a gang robbery, and was tossed a pipe bomb for his trouble. Natalie definitely did not want to hear that description as she helps the orderly move the body bag onto her autopsy table. She sees the gurney's covered with a layer of blood. The orderly quickly leaves. Natalie unzips the bag and finds his face barely damaged, commenting it isn't so bad, finding him attractive in the he's sorta cute, too bad he's dead sort of way. She answers a telephone call totally missing the blood being pulled back into the bag as well as his facial wound healing incredibly fast. She asks the person who called if they are sure they sent the right body. Nick's eyes open and he sits up. She turns around, jumps startled, and drops the telephone, seeing his glowing eyes and fangs. She is scared, annoyed and curious, asking what the hell is he, firmly telling him he was dead a minute ago. She is both repulsed and curious. He tells her she does not need to know as he hops off the table and makes a beeline for the fridge where he removes a unit of blood. He drains it like a foil juice pouch. He tells her he is something very different from her.

Natalie's mind snaps back to the present as she tells Nick her life changed that day. He seems to have a small pang of guilt over it. She tells him she does not want to end up like Lora. Nick says he will not let her. She tells him he just has to love her as much as she loves him. He seems completely speechless. His expression does not show how much he loves her. They silent stare at each other.

There is another Nightcrawler monologue in the same dreamlike picture of him talking to someone at the loft. LaCroix seems a little emotional, as if he truly cares for the one he is talking to. He explains how love warps the senses, twists souls, and makes people feel hopeless and helpless, like there is no cure. He knows all about the anguish and pain it brings. How it can overwhelm one to the point of them losing their love of life. He tells his listeners he has seen their love of life as they smell the ocean, watch the night stars, and are willing to give one mistress for another in a sacrifice. They need to carefully look into their hearts and make sure they are willing to make their choice, and tell him they are willing to do so.

Inside Natalie's office, she and Nick are depressed and hurting. He says he cannot, and she knows it. She says she has been wrong about a lot of things in her life, but isn't wrong about her feelings for him. She is asking for a resolution, not willing to keep going on as they are. She says they can be together. He tells her he cannot damn her into becoming what he is. She tells him there is a way. She has faith in him, and in whatever follows.

Nick flashes back to his wedding night with Alyssa. He lies next to her and drains her, both enjoying the experience. It is not until hours later that Nick grows concerned when she will not come around. LaCroix enters, taunting Nick about her being dead, that he took too much. He tells Nick that it is a subtle art that takes practice. It was only his first attempt. Unknown to Nick, he was not taught everything he needed to know to successfully bring someone across because LaCroix does not want to share him.

Nick returns to the present. He tells Natalie it is too much to ask. She's deeply hurt by his rejection, quite angry and feels betrayed, and it clearly shows. The anger is from someone that she trusted hurting her.

Outside, time seems to have slowed down as people entering and leaving the precinct are moving slower than they should be.

Inside the bullpen, Dawkins attacks the officer restraining him, breaking at least one arm as he breaks free. Dawkins has the officer's gun and grabs a hostage. Reese pulls his gun and is ready to fire. The hostage has a gun at her head. Tracy peeks out from behind a column to get a look at the situation. Dawkins starts to panic as every officer's gun is aimed at him. He tries to figure out what to do next.

A few seconds later time returns to normal speed. Reese tells everyone to hold their fire. Dawkins threatens to kill his hostage if they make him go back, dragging her across the bullpen to the back hallway after making sure it is clear.  The hostage tries to pull on his arms as she is probably in a tight chokehold. Dawkins disappears around the corner. A balding man with wire rim glasses tries to stop them but plasters himself face first against the wall as if being frisked, when Dawkins points his gun at him.  Dawkins pins him to the wall a moment before firing a shot above the guy's head. Every gun is aimed at the doorway as they balding man is shoved down the hall. The balding man comes out of the hallway unsteadily and drops to his knees. All the guns are raised out of firing position as they recognize him. He is helped to a nearby chair.

Reese orders two officers to follow him into the back hallway. Tracy goes the other direction. Dawkins pushes the hostage ahead of him, no longer having her in a chokehold, as she begs him not to hurt her. Dawkins sees an officer ahead and shoves her into him, buying himself enough time to split through a doorway, repeating he is not going back. The officer checks on the woman as Reese and the other two arrive. One is left behind to stay with the woman and other officer, while Reese and the remaining officer continue the chase. Dawkins cuts the power at the breaker box then heads off. Red emergency lighting comes on.

In Natalie's office, Nick is very concerned, telling her whether he brings her across or not, it could be a death sentence. She says living a lonely existence like Lora's is a death sentence, with Nick there is hope. She reminds him it is partly her decision. She is not afraid to try. He subtly shakes his head. Her expression is slightly pleading. They are interrupted by his cell phone ringing. She is not happy, especially once she learns he has to leave because of the hostage situation. She offhandedly tells him to go, they will talk later. She watches him leave, feeling a little like work comes first, then her. She knows he had to go help. She's still holding Lora's journal and caresses it with her fingers.

Nick flies over the city as fast as he can.

Dawkins repeats his rant about not going back, and how they will have to kill him. He frantically and desperately waves his gun around. He searches the lockers for anyone hiding in them, then hides in an open coat rack area next to the lockers. Tracy is scared. She slowly, quietly edging her way down the hall towards Dawkins, her gun is ready to shoot. Dawkins tells them to kill him now. Tracy is getting closer and closer.

In the bullpen, Reese tells his officers to man the exits and wants a negotiator, as well as SWAT, just in case. Nick arrives and learns the guy took an officer's weapon and is likely hiding in the locker room. Reese tells Nick he is going to let the guy make the first move. Nick learns it is Dilbert Dawkins. Nick tells the Captain he knows Dawkins because he arrested him.

In the locker room, Dawkins is very firm about not going back. Nick reassures him it's okay as he draws his gun. No one realizes Tracy's hiding around the corner because Reese told her to stay put and stay out of the locker room. Dawkins calms down a little upon recognizing Nick. He repeats he is not going back, putting his gun to his head. Tracy slowly creeps around the corner, into the locker room, but still out of sight. Nick's about a foot from Dawkins and whammies him into getting onto his knees and very gently laying the gun on the floor. He is doing that when he spots Tracy and snaps out of it. Dawkins cries out no then shoots Nick, who doubles over and vamps out. A few moments later Nick straightens up and sees Tracy behind him, horrified she is there. She is completely shocked, horrified and repulsed by what she sees including her partner is a vampire. Nick is shot a couple more times, as he picks Dawkins up off the floor. The fourth shot either hits Nick in the leg or ricochets off the floor.

Tracy slams back into the wall as Nick tosses Dawkins in the wall. Dawkins slides down the wall unconscious. Tracy slides down the wall leaving a large bloody smear from the back of her head her back. Nick sees a single red spot right below her sternum. The back of her head is covered with blood. Nick takes her head in his hands, as he angrily grows they need help. Her eyes are sad and pained as she tells him with a fair amount of effort that he could have trusted her, blood running out of her mouth and down her chin. Her head falls against him, devastating him, which isn't helped as he sees the hand from behind her head is covered in her blood.

Inside the loft, the picture is all wavy and dreamlike as LaCroix ask if Nick is tired of carrying so much guilt, if he is to the point of tossing it all. He comments on Nick's feeling like everything that goes wrong around him, including the actions and emotions of those around him is all his fault. LaCroix tells him it is not his fault, he must stop being foolish, it's unnecessary and very mortal. The night's events should show him that.

A paramedic examines Tracy, telling her partner Tracy's left pupil is fixed and dilated with no response, her blood pressure is eighty over sixty and needs to get out of there. Tracy has a bandage around her head along with an oxygen mask. The partner is to tell the ER Tracy was given 100mg of Lidocaine at 23:45 as they leave with the stretcher.

Across the locker room, Reese asks if Nick's okay. Nick says he did not know she was there. Reese says it was not his fault. Tracy made her own call, so he cannot blame himself, and is to forget any thoughts of it being his fault. The paramedic tells them Tracy took two bullets, one in the abdomen and has a nasty head wound. They do not know if she will live. Reese momentarily puts his hand on Nick's shoulder to comfort him, then leaves. Nick has not been this devastated since Schanke was murdered and it shows.

In Tracy's hospital room, Nick sits by her side. She's unconscious, hooked up to a cardiac monitor, has an oxygen mask forcing air into her lungs, but not breathing for her and her head's bandaged. Reese enters and tells Nick they have done all everything humanly possible, it is up to Tracy now. Nick seems a bit calmer. Reese tells Nick he has managed to push the civilian review board's interviewing Nick off until morning. Nick is going to take heat because Dawkins did not make it. Nick says he knows and is okay. He reminds Reese Tracy has a fighting chance. Reese comments he knows what it is like to lose a partner. Nick looks at Reese with a painful look.

Nick flashes back to Schanke's plane exploding, Tracy crying out in horror and being told to call it in. He remembers losing Schanke and Cohen a few months earlier.

Nick snaps back to the present, hearing Reese tell him nothing rips you apart like that. He knows Nick already knows this, having lost Schanke earlier that year Nick looks at Reese about to cry, his heart shatters into a million pieces, not needing the reminder.

Nick flashes back to finding Schanke's boarding pass in the wreckage.

In the present, Reese reminds Nick there's life after a partner's death and is there if Nick needs help. Nick looks more upset and devastated. Reese leaves. Nick turns his attention to Tracy as his mind wanders back to the plane crash.

At the crash site, Nick and Natalie are both quite upset. He tells her he could have gone. She reminds him he knows it is not true. He tells her if he had not caught Dollard, or if Dollard had gotten away. She tells him he cannot blame himself. It was not his fault.

In the present, Nick moves towards Tracy vamped out. He's zeroing in on her neck when Natalie suddenly walks in. Nick is growling. Natalie urgently calls Nick's name. He turns towards her still vamped out and softly growling, darkly telling her it is his fault if Tracy dies. Natalie's hurt by his being vamped out, his being about to bring Tracy across and it shows. She pulls him off to the side, asking how he knows coming across is what Tracy wants. She is more annoyed and upset as she asks why it is so easy for him to bring Tracy across, when he will not consider bringing her across, almost in tears. Nick leaves without a word, further hurting Natalie. Her heart shatters as she holds back tears.

Nick enters the empty, silent Raven. An undamaged white bust of LaCroix in a toga sits on the bar. He enters the back room and sees LaCroix packing a huge trunk, telling Nick he is leaving. It is time for both of them to leave because they have come full circle in their lives there. Nick says he is in trouble. LaCroix asks if Tracy's dead, hearing she is not, but her chances are not good. LaCroix comments that Nick has overstayed his welcome, and is causing his mortal friends pain, which has become unacceptable to them. The survivors will demand changes, which will compromise him one way or another. Nick says he cannot walk away, knowing LaCroix is right, but is not fully ready to face it. LaCroix does not buy the loose ends explanation, reminding Nick he has left looser ends before. Nick says Natalie needs him, and he needs to be there for Tracy. LaCroix tells Nick he will stop by the loft later for his answer, and will leave with or without him. He leaves.

At the loft, the picture is wavy and dreamlike. LaCroix's new monologue is aimed directly at Nick, telling him everything has a price. Love can be tasted, but not truly enjoyed. They may envy mortality in their darkest moments, but can never aspire to it. He reminds Nick that guilt is poisonous.  It is death to stay past their time. Nick taught him if one truly loves a mortal, they must let them go, they must themselves leave.

LaCroix looks at Nick as he flashes back to loving Nick's sister. He listened to Nick tell him he would kill that he most loved about Fleur with the first sip of her blood. That leaving would show his love. LaCroix gently caresses the side of Fleur's face as he softly tells her it is a great irony how his cold heart can be so badly hurt.  He softly kisses her on the forehead.

In the present, LaCroix tells Nick the purest form of love is leaving. The picture is all wavy as LaCroix is standing behind Nick as Nick's on his knees.

Nick flashes back to the suicide, as Natalie's in the morgue reading Lora's journal. Lora says she shares everyone's pain, but no one shares hers, it is hers alone. She has to stop and think where she is, what she is doing. She is going, not coming. She is gone. Natalie closes the journal, puts it into the box on the autopsy table and shuts it as the telephone rings.

Nick's driving around, hears the police radio, turns it off and turns on CERK. A female voice asks about her listener's love lives, if they are happy, fulfilled. A male asks where the Nightcrawler is and hears he said it was time to move on.

Nick flashes back to his and Natalie's conversation in the loft after Schanke was killed. She is angry and upset he was going to move on without saying goodbye, especially since she had to hear it from a desk sergeant. He says he has found it best that way. She asks if he has any idea how it makes her feel, reminding him about those who care about him, who love and depend on him.

Nick flashes back to talking with a mortal Janette at the loft, asking if she truly intended to never see him again, without giving him an explanation. She tells him she thought hit was for the best. He says she is wrong. She says she left because of his search for mortality. One has to have a cold heart as a vampire because they are surrounded by death, but cannot allow it or those emotions to touch them. Both she and LaCroix knew it. Nick is cut off before he can say anything. She tells him after 800 years he could no longer live without his humanity. She began to wonder if he was right because 800 years is a long time to have a cold heart. She is thinking and sounding more like Nick.

Nick returns to the present, listening to the radio of the Caddy. The announcer says she wants to hear from all the lonely hearts out there.

Natalie is in the loft waiting for Nick. She hears the lift door open, her expression clearly showing there is a lot on her mind and she does not know how to tell him or where to start. Nick sees her. She sadly, says Tracy passed away twenty minutes ago, tears in her eyes. Nick's upset but not totally surprised. Natalie wants Nick's arms around her.

Tracy's body is on a gurney. The sheet is pulled over her face and she is pushed out of the room and down the hall.

At the loft, Natalie tells Nick LaCroix thinks he is a fool for bearing all his guilt, for trying to atone for what he has done. He tells her maybe LaCroix is right, maybe he has only caused pain and death. She disagrees. He tells her Tracy, Cohen and Schanke, and countless others through the centuries have died because he is a vampire. Natalie asks him how many lives has he saved. He is more than made up for the past. He nearly growls that it is never enough. She is surprised to hear he is leaving because of her. She does not want his love because it will destroy her. She tells him there is a way. They have not yet tried Janette's cure. He just has to take a little at a time. He tells her it is more complicated than that. They are both really hurting. Their pains, desires, and love very clearly show. She says she is willing to take her chances, but he is not. He asks what happens if he takes too much. He is not willing to live a life of eternal pain. She asks how it is different from a life of eternal regret. She is growing frustrated and angry as she reminds him it is partly her choice. She asks if LaCroix ever talked about faith. Nick asks her faith in what. She says faith in himself, in an afterlife, and she doesn't know. She asks who loves them no matter what they do or what they are. He tells her Faith is a mortal folly. She asks if those are his or LaCroix's words, asking if he believes them, her tone optimistic and calling his bluff. His expression becomes glum, showing she knows him too well.

Nick flashes back to his second encounter with Joan of Arc, as she is a very different person, a heroine. Some call her a heretic. He reminds her she will die a martyr's death, probably pleasing her. She would rather be with her family. Nick offers to bring her across. She turns down his kiss. He asks why she is willing to die for the lying pious old men of the Church. She says she will do whatever she must to keep the Church strong, and will live on in the hereafter. He asks how she can be so sure God will be waiting for her, hearing it is pure simple Faith.

Nick snaps back to the present. He tells Natalie he is not sure. She says she accepts they have a few short years to live, and anything else would make their whole lives and everything they believe in meaningless. They both know it is true. Her optimism grows as she says that he has faith, and if that is a mortal folly, then he is the most mortal man that she has ever known. He momentarily brightens, then turns serious, telling her he can't deny what he is. She says he cannot deny what's in his heart. He brightens, but is serious. She says he has faith, and she knows whatever future they have, whether it is here or somewhere else she believes in him and trusts him as she gently caresses the side of his face. He is truly listening and beginning to believe what she is saying, a little awe shows, his eyes sparkle a bit. She asks him to make love to her, to take just a little at a time. He says he is afraid of what might happen. She tells him she is not afraid of death or an eternity in darkness as long as they are together. She has faith and love. She is asking him to make love to her. His expression shows he still cannot believe what he is hearing, along with the sheer ecstasy it brings him. She loves both the vampire and the man, not just one part. She trusts him. He huskily tells her he will not ever leave her. He takes her hand as they look at each other, the temperature shooting up by several degrees from sheer passion. He kisses her fingers looking as if he is going to cry from sheer happiness. He tenderly kisses her on the lips and she responds. He kisses the inside of her wrist and feels a wave of pleasure sweep over her.

He is vamped out, pushes the hair off her neck, and looks at her one last time before leaning into her neck. She looks scared and very nervous as he closes in. She grips his shoulder hard as his fangs pierce her skin. As he drinks from her, she sees flashes of his life pass into her, overwhelming her with the sheer number and wide range of emotions. Her eyes open wide as she is stunned by what she seeing, the horrible things he has done along with the good. She sees him revel in his vampirism, killing to survive. The flood of information totally overwhelms her and she passes out. Nick pulls his fangs from her neck as he gently lowers her to the floor, kneeling beside her.

LaCroix arrives and tells Nick either they can leave or Nick can add her to the family, asking if Nick has thought it through, suspecting he has not. Nick's near tears as he says he could not stop himself and took too much. LaCroix tells Nick she is on the brink, leaving her fate up to him. Nick asks if it is possible for a vampire to have faith. LaCroix tells Nick it is a strange question for their kind. LaCroix is a little disturbed and very uneasy when Nick asks if he ever had faith in anything but himself. Nick is wondering what to do. LaCroix says it has been nearly 800 years and questions how he could still have faith, having seen so much. He realizes he is losing Nick and fights for his son's life. He tells Nick to be done with her, time heals all and they must move on. Nick cannot deny what he is.

Nick leans over Natalie's body, telling LaCroix he cannot condemn her to their darkness and kisses her cheek. LaCroix tells him it is a wise decision, and they even have time for a quick burial if he wishes. He is unsure if he has won or lost. Nick's face changes as he has made a decision.  He picks up a long wooden stick and tells his master she had faith in him and what is beyond life and death, that they could have a life together, a beginning, not an end. He kneels beside Natalie. LaCroix realizes he's lost, but is not giving up. He tells Nick not to be foolish. He reminds Nick life is a precious gift. He repeats his speech from the teaser. LaCroix asks Nick if his faith is strong enough, fighting for his son's life. He realizes he's lost, and says he is the devil in his son's eyes. Nick startles him by telling him he is wrong. LaCroix asks how Nick sees him. Nick faces his father and tells him he is his best friend, putting his hand on LaCroix's and hands over the stick. LaCroix is deeply touched by Nick's words. Nick kneels over Natalie, taking her hand in his. LaCroix damns Nicholas as he raises the stake over Nick's back.

Outside the sun rises.

The end

To see the list of images Natalie saw when Nick drank her blood, see the end of the third season comments section.

Third Season Comments

Black Buddha part one

- The series moved to a new network (USA) and they insisted on many changes. Schanke was out. In came the younger, "hipper" characters of Tracy, Vachon and Urs, to hopefully attract the younger demographics. The Nick and Natalie relationship was all but destroyed as they were the "old" guys.

- The SciFi Channel showed the episodes after USA showed it as they had some deal where both networks had the rights to show it, but USA got it first.

- USA dropped the show halfway through the season, not happy with their retooling of the show. SciFi Channel finished the season.

- Deb Duchene wanted to pursue other things so they had Janette sell the club to LaCroix and leave for parts unknown, except maybe to LaCroix.

- The budget for the third season was slashed quite a bit, and it was already a rather low budget show.

- It has been said that USA tried to get rid of Catherine Disher because they said she was too old. Geraint Wyn Davies told them that if she left he left, so they had to keep her. After this there were drastic changes in Natalie. She was always cranky and was dressed in not so flattering costumes.

Black Buddha part two

- This changes the whole dynamics of the show. The triangles have now become: Natalie, Nick, Tracy. Vachon, Tracy, Nick. Natalie, Nick, LaCroix. Vachon, Screed, Urs. Vachon, Tracy, Urs. Nick, LaCroix, Vachon. The influences on Nick are different. There are more vampires. Nick can no longer go to Janette when he needs that kind of release.

- Natalie is no longer the only mortal to know vampires exist and to befriend one.

Outside the Lines

- Reese's question about what was wrong with the old walls shows that the writer apparently forgot about the bomb that went off at the end of Black Buddha.

- Not only that but the Captain's office is in perfect shape for having been blown up at the end of Black Buddha part one.

- When you are the new detective, it's not smart to question the coroner's competency without a very good reason, especially in front of others. When you know each other, it is even less smart.

- The writers and continuity people seem to have forgotten that a person's whole life is in every drop of their blood.

Blackwing

- There were a lot of fan complaints about Nick being unfaithful to Natalie in this episode, but he was not. The shamanistic healing procedure implied in this episode could involve touching another person very intimately and all over the body. However, it would not require sexual intercourse. That would be why Nick tells people during the episode his relationship to Marian is not what they think. It would, however, be a very sensuous experience and would create a very close spiritual connection between the people involved. People who do not believe in this type of healing might consider it sexual. It is not considered sex by the participants.

- We also see that Nick is affected by religious items outside of his native religion.

Blind Faith

- This was a good Tracy episode because we got to see beneath the surface. See what insecurities, fears and problems Tracy has. We got to see her secure enough with Nick as a friend to tell him what was bothering her. He felt secure enough with her to offer advice.

- There was some useful information about Multiple Sclerosis offered in a way that worked well with the plot.

- The fact that Perry, a dog, brought Jody across is a little odd, but otherwise the plot worked.

- It is too bad that Tracy and Jody didn't get to spend more time together once Tracy overcame her fears and guilt and reunited with her friend.

My Boyfriend is a Vampire

- Geordi Johnson (Jerry) played Dracula on Dracula: The Series. Geraint Wyn Davies played Klaus, one of Dracula's executives at the company headquarters.

- Reese's battle with the water cooler becomes a running joke for the season. The poor guy never does get a drink from it.

- Everyone wanted to know what the card said, but no one was able to find out. The unknown contents caused major discussions with everyone putting in their guesses.

- Nick uses humor and misdirection to keep people, Tracy especially, from taking the whole vampire thing too seriously. It is obvious he’s an expert at camouflage.

- Maggie Dwyer lived in the Apartment Building of the Damned, named that by fans because of all the bad things that happened in it. It was the apartment building exterior used in many episodes for different interiors.

- In the flashback where Vachon is talking about women being as virtuous as a mountain stream the background music is the same music that was used in Dance by the Light of the Moon for Ann's theme.

- LaCroix was again a little too cheerful. He is not acting like he has throughout most of the series.

- This could be what LaCroix is like when we are not seeing him through Nick’s point of view. All the vampires probably are perfectly charming, outwardly cheerful and intelligent conversationalists. That is what makes them such perfect human predators. They can attract their prey far more easily that way. That is what is so very spooky about this show. All the villains are beautiful and charming, until you meet the fangs. Part of what Natalie falls for is the charm of the vampire, as well as the fact that Nick is naturally the kind of person anyone would want to know and spend time with. That is why LaCroix needs Nick so badly, and it is so very hard for Natalie to resist Nick.
Hearts of Darkness

- LaCroix is just too cheery in this episode. Too happy to be mixing with the women in the club, talking with Nick and Vachon. And that whole "getting naked" speech is right at the top of the oddness list.

- Perhaps LaCroix is so terribly cheery precisely because his place is so very tacky and offers a perfect backdrop to attract/antagonize Nick and collect the kind of crowd that offers prey.

- Ellen's apartment number is 12.

Trophy Girl

- Seeing Tracy kill her first perp was interesting, especially the delayed reaction to it. It added a nice extra dimension to her character. She learned an important lesson, that sometimes you have to do the thing you most do not want to do, take a human life.

- Tracy's breakdown in the locker room when she picks up her gun showed her growth in this episode. It showed her learning that being a cop could be painful at times.

- Tracy's saving herself and Nick at the end shows that she is a good cop, even if she needs a little more street experience.

- It is also evidence of her and Nick's growing partnership.

- Tracy learned another important lesson, running off without telling anyone what you are doing can get you killed.

Let No Man Tear Asunder

- Tracy's license plate reads either GHY 916 or GHI 9I6.

- In this episode the horses are spooked by vampires, yet in other episodes, Nick, Janette and LaCroix ride horses with no problems.

- The organ donation list is full of in-jokes. Some of the names are crew members like Bert Dunk (Director of Photography), who's waiting for a kidney. And Fred Mollin (Music), who's waiting for eyes.

- The exterior used for the 336 Church Lane clinic is the one nicknamed the Apartment Building of the Damned by the fans and is seen in a few episodes as various different locations.

- Tracy answered the question about the tattoo artist too quickly and seemed too nervous not to have one hidden somewhere. She seemed to know too much about them.

Night in Question

- I heard the script had Natalie setting up a tape to rig the machines so that they registered normal human vital signs.

- Vampires can regenerate themselves, even limbs. We saw that Vachon's severed hand reattached itself in Black Buddha.

- Would anything have changed if Nick listened to Natalie and stayed out of the sunlight?

- Geraint does the innocent, emotionally, mentally challenged, and confused personality so well. As well as the lost little boy look and attitude.

- According to this, Nick is the one who created Beethoven's Moonlight Sonata. That Beethoven jotted down the notes.

- LaCroix's comments about Nick staying with him out of choice do not seem true. From all we have seen, every time Nick left LaCroix, LaCroix hunted him down and tortured him in one way or another.

- The stake in LaCroix's chest took a small piece of his heart, which would kill him, but slowly. He had to inform Nick that he needed vampire blood in order to heal that serious of a wound.

- I heard that the script had Tracy at Nick's bedside while he was still comatose and in tears told him how sorry she was.

- One of the biggest debates over this episode is whether or not Natalie and Nick made love. The people that say they did use her deep sadness and depression over not being able to be together like that anymore, Nick's having to be told what he was, before he was ready to know as reasons. The people who think that they did not make love use her sleeping on the couch as the reason. Why would she be sleeping on the couch alone if they had made love. And the other side says that she was down there because she knew his vampire nature might resurface and being that close to him when it did would not be good for her health, especially if she was asleep then. She knew he could roll over and sink his fangs into her before he realized what he was doing.

- I think that the two romantic, passionate scenes between Nick and Natalie were some of the steamiest I've seen and it shows that you don't have to be naked, rolling around in a bed to show passion and love.

- At least one of the mug shots belongs to the production staff. The last one seen may be Nicholas J. Gray himself.

- Did Nick get all of his memories back? Any of them? The last two scenes seem to indicate that there are still holes. How much is he still missing? And doesn't he realize how dangerous it is to ask LaCroix to help him fill them in and tell him who he is? Doesn't he realize that LaCroix will try to reshape his mind the way LaCroix wants it?

Sons of Belial

- Geraint Wyn Davies played an immortal with a split personality on Highlander whose two names were Michael Moore and Quentin Barnes.

- Nick and LaCroix are forced to face their faith, and question it in the flashback. Nick is also forced to face it again, and once again question it due to the present day case.

- LaCroix refuses to believe Nick's comments about being possessed until he sees the proof for himself, and then has two choices - take Nick to the exorcist or lose his son to the darkness.

- The vampire Nick is rough with in the Raven's back room has been nicknamed Ms. Snarl, Thud, Hiss.
- LaCroix is forced to counter everything he's beaten into Nick's head over the last 800 years in order to save his son's life. He has to tell Nick that there is good within, and to use that to fight off the demon. To use God within him to win the battle. And he has to do it strongly, forcefully enough for Nick to believe him in order to save him.

- Natalie seems to have tackled her fear of fire as she comments it's her worst nightmare, yet doesn't seem as terrified as she was in Fire Inside. In the earlier episode, she was terrified to the point that she could not do the autopsy. The fear came from seeing a family burn to death in their car when she was a child on a family vacation.

- When Natalie tells them she did a dental cast of the burned woman to confirm her identity, Tracy asks if she had to go into the woman's mouth. This is one of several comments Tracy makes over the season that she most likely should have known the answer to. At least she didn't question Natalie's competency this time.

Strings

- If everyone in Corporate Crimes Division has a degree in Business, how is Tracy, a homicide cop, qualified to work there, especially doing forensic accounting?

Fever

- Janet Dornhoff is the name of a fan that was used for a character.

- It is an interesting look at HIV/AIDS and how the search for a cure could actually prove as deadly for the vampires as the disease is for the mortals. The vampires are not as invulnerable as they have always believed they were.

- It presented some facts without being too preachy or judgmental.

- Cal lives in the Apartment Building of the Damned (as named by the fans).

Dead of Night

- How does Tracy know so much about the afterlife, and portals into it?

- It was interesting to see what ghosts each person has. To see inside the deepest parts of their minds, hearts and souls.

- The precinct scene with everything looking normal and then Tracy seeing everything so bizarre was done in one shot. The stuff was actually happening like that on stage, no off-screen faking nor cuts away to add things in later.

The Games Vampires Play

- Someone forgot to make her look professional doing an autopsy. Usually her hair is tied back when she's in her gown and gloves.

- The ROM balcony was also seen in Dark Knight (both parts). ROM = Royal Ontario Museum.

- This is where the jokes about the Evil Pink Shirt come from. I have never seen a shirt that bright pink. Natalie had a jacket during one of the earlier seasons that came very close in intensity.

- Don't they realize how many toxic gasses are released by burning plastic and whatever else was with it?

The Human Factor

- Galen Wyn Davies is Geraint's son. He asked Galen if he wanted to do it and Galen said he did. Galen's laughing behind the duct tape over his mouth, and couldn't stop laughing even though he was supposed to be scared.

- Lucy Peacock was in Taming of the Shrew with Geraint in Toronto in 1996. They had they lead roles.

- For someone who claims to always know what his children are up to, LaCroix gets taken completely by surprise when Janette turns over the Raven to him and tells him she's leaving.

- Why didn't Nick either sense Janette as a vampire or hear her mortal heartbeat when she was in his loft. He should have long before she told him she was mortal. Either you feel a connection to a vampire or you hear a heartbeat.

- Janette's 1,000 years old, so why is she talking about 800 years being too long to live with a cold heart?

- Patrick's black and white Polaroid picture of Nick and Janette has the exact same pose of the two of them from the end of Close Call where they were silhouetted against the shadows of the hallway outside LaCroix's studio. It is probably a production shot taken to make sure that if they had to redo the scene, that it would match.

- Geraint and Catherine hated the freezer "I'm going to have a baby" scene and hoped it would be cut. They tried their best to get it cut.

- Some people had the ending cut when the episode first aired and missed the fact that Nick brought Janette back across. The conversation between him and LaCroix at the end is one of the major clues, the others are the dead people at the Civic center with fang marks in their necks.

Avenging Angel

- Tracy's mom is wrong when she says that Tracy never tried anything else. In Blackwing it was established that Tracy did try other things. Tracy tried pre-med and pre-law but still liked being a cop better.

- The reporter cannot understand that he is responsible for why the safe house is no longer safe. He shoots all three of his reports about it, from in front of it, then shifts the blame to the police.

- Despite Tracy and her mom fighting, they do love each other, As do Tracy and her father. The only ones not willing to try and work things out between them are her mother and father. Tracy wants to work things out with her mother, and the same goes for her mother and Tracy. They both know it will take time, and her mother knows that now is not the right time.

- The case hits too close to home for Tracy, especially when she's horrified when she slaps her mother for her nasty comments. Tracy cares enough that she apologizes later, and means it. Her mother accepts it, not wanting it to cause friction between them.

- Natalie comments on the rise in abuse as well as abuse murder cases and that it is beginning to get to her. I wonder if the writer of this episode realized that in Dead of Night it was established that Natalie's Nana used to hit her when she was a child. Natalie resented her Nana for that, So much so that she could not visit her when she was dying and Nat was a teenager. If so, then Natalie should have a stronger reaction to this case. If not, then the reaction is about right. Natalie's reactions at the end of the case are consistent with her reactions in other episodes dealing with abuse and murder such as Undue Process and Dead of Night.
Fallen Idol

- This is the episode that spawned the Pit of Condemned Bimbos mentioned by various fans.

- Just where is Natalie supposed to sleep during their joint custody time? The bed and the couch are taken.

- Natalie's problems with the computer go against other episodes where we see how good she is with them. Undue Process comes to mind as one of those episodes.

- It is quite interesting to see what happens when a mortal gets a little vampire blood into them.

- This is somewhat backed up by the events in If Looks Could Kill where the Baroness was giving injections of small amounts of her blood to them as a youth serum. When it wore off they too exhibited violent, psychotic behavior.

Jane Doe

- It is interesting to see that there are people who are so evil that they scare LaCroix. He is not an easy man to scare off. At least this time he knew it without having to bite the man first, and get poisoned as a result (Bad Blood)

- Too bad they did not show Tracy's sudden faint.

Ashes to Ashes

- The line where LaCroix says that if he didn't know better, he'd almost swear Divia had grown was because the actress did grow between her appearance in A More Permanent Hell and this one.

- Since the stake was removed from Vachon's chest there is rampant speculation that he is not dead. That the stake has to be left in for the vampire to die. Adding to the speculation was the fact that Vachon did not disintegrate after being staked (and the stake removed).

- If there had been a fourth season and the next episode had not happened, what would the relationship between Nick and LaCroix have been like? Would this have changed anything or would they return to their centuries old pattern? Or if the next episode did happen… what would their relationship be like in a fourth season?

- Nick asks a couple of good questions when he asks LaCroix how Divia regenerated and how she survived all those years. Those questions caused a lot of discussion. As did the question of how did she reattach her severed head. One suggestion was crazy glue.

- Reese's comments about ghosts or aliens, and tells Nick that the truth is out there, which sounds like he has been watching the X-Files.

- Blu who plays Reese, has been on a few X-Files episodes. He is played a federal agent and a cop.

Francesca

- Chevalier is French for Knight. Yet, no one puts 2+2 together without getting 5 for an answer.

- This was filmed before Ashes to Ashes yet aired after it. Which explain Vachon's seeming reappearance. If it had been aired in the proper order with this being the third to last episode rather than the second to last there would not have been all the confusion and upset people over the inconsistencies regarding Vachon.

- Tracy being connected to Francesca, Chevalier, and the musicians just seemed too coincidental. Especially since she could not figure out that Nicholas Chevalier was her very own partner.

Last Knight

- Nick's "I love you" to Natalie was cut. The director, Geraint, did not know this until someone told him months later. He was quite surprised to learn about that.
- This is the most discussed episode of the series. Many fans believe that the entire episode had everyone acting out of character. It is one of the least liked ones, and many fans disavow its existence.

- The episode was filmed in the two days they had allowed to them.
- The original ending called for Natalie and Nick to be very dead. A telephone call from the powers that be at the literal last second changed that. The Powers-That-Be decided they should leave the end vague. Since they were filming the end of the very last scene and were out of time they could not do much to vague it up. Catherine twitched to show Natalie was still alive and we never saw the stake hit Nick.

- LaCroix was supposed to stake Nick in the original version.
- Natalie's birthday is given here as April 14th but it cannot be because in Toronto in April it is often snowing. This would make the birthday more like the one originally figured out from other clues as June 24th where the weather would be warm enough for people to be out without coats and to enjoy flying kites and having picnics.
- The fuzzy dreamlike quality of the crucial Nick and Natalie scenes shows that this is most likely someone's nightmare or possibly premonition. Even the Nightcrawler's monologue is off. Not to mention that it has been hinted at by those in the know that everything is not as it seems.
- The episodes the flashbacks are from are: Only the Lonely (Nick and Nat's first meeting.), Last Act (Erica), Black Buddha parts one (Schanke and Cohen dying in the plane explosion.), Be My Valentine (Nick and LaCroix discussing Fleur), Black Buddha part one (Nick and Nat in the loft), Human Factor (Nick and Janette), For I Have Sinned (Joan of Arc).

- The stick Nick gives LaCroix to stake him with has been called the Sheleighle of Death (Doom) by numerous fans because they needed some sort of name for it.

- Everyone's hair looks like someone forgot to brush it, or they just woke up. Even the makeup is more muted than normal, almost as if it was not applied. They all look really tired, worn out.
- Geraint does not think Nick and Natalie are dead.
- Nick's clear tears at the end were Geraint's as it was the final scene shot and him saying goodbye to Nigel with regards to the show.
- When Geraint was asked how he would write the final Forever Knight episode, he said that Nick and Natalie would get together and LaCroix would be toast.
- Why can Nick offer almost anyone eternal life but cannot make the same offer to the woman he loves more than anything?
- Nick and Natalie have their most open, honest talk near the end of this episode, in the loft.
- The bust of LaCroix was damaged when Vesuvius erupted but at the Raven it is perfect.
- Nigel is trying to hold it together and stay in character.
- Catherine said she twitched, as she lay on the floor, to show her character was not dead yet.

- To lighten the dark mood on the set, a goldenplaid set of pages were created by Bedard and Lalonde and handed to the actors as real ones. After the initial groans, and once they had started reading the pages, the tension was lessened. They were real scenes with joke lines and actions inserted in place of some of the real lines and actions, with the sole purpose of making the cast and crew laugh.

The images Natalie saw:
1. A dark haired woman is being bitten by Nick.

2. The ballerina LaCroix tricked Nick into biting.

3. Either the ballerina or Alexandra being bitten by Nick.

4. Some blonde Nick is viciously biting.

5. Alyssa and Nick in their wedding bed, being bitten by Nick, but more seductively than the others. - Dead of Night
6. Nick jumping through the fire to save Magda - For I Have Sinned.

7. Nick is lying on the concrete floor of the slaughterhouse growling up at LaCroix, shaking his head. - Dark Knight 2
8. Nick is pulling the stake out of LaCroix in a flashback. LaCroix is in a military uniform and Nick gets his freedom for saving his master, who was near death.

9. Nick is writhing on Han's table as he is being zapped with electricity during a treatment.

10. Pilgrim Nick is upset as he sees his friend Matthew has hung himself, unable to deal with what he saw.

11. Nick's head is being cradled on Tracy's lap right after he has been shot in the head. She is stroking his hair as he's unconscious. - Night in Question
12. Nick's kneeling down beside the oriental, female, concubine whose throat has been slit.

13. Nick is a mortal knight on horseback in the sun. - Queen of Harps
14. LaCroix is vamped out and growling.

15. Nick in a flashback standing by the huge cross that Joan of Arc had been standing in front of, his hand extended out towards the cross. It is not yet on fire. - For I Have Sinned
16. Nick's determined and angry face as he trusts the two by four at LaCroix, staking him, pinning him to the lift door. - Dark Knight 2
17. Nick and Janette on their first night. He is lying on a slab and has pulled her head down to him. They are hungrily, passionately kissing as LaCroix looks on from the side.

18. Very similar to the above.

19. Once again very similar, but this time Nick's arm is draped across Janette's neck, making sure she's not going anywhere until he releases her.

